
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Legislative Record 

OF THE 

Ninetieth Legislature 

OF THE 

State of Maine 

SPECIAL SESSION 

JANUARY 12, 1942 

KENNEBEC JOURNAL PRINT SHOP 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, JANUARY 23, 1942 107 

SENATE 

Friday, January 23, 1942. 
Senate called to order by the 

President. 
Pmyer by the Rev. L. L. Dunn of 

Gardiner. 
Journal of yesterday read and 

approved. 

From the House: 
Bill "An Act Providing for Appro

priations and Adjustments Made 
Necessary by the War; relating to 
Additional State Policemen and to 
Institutional Emergency Fund.'~ (S. 
P. 587) (L. D. 1200) 

(In the Senate on January 22nd, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Committee Amendment 
"A") 

Comes from the House, passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Com
mittee Amendment "A" in non
concurrence. 

Mr BURGESS of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I would like to ha,;,e this 
laid upon the table for apprOXImate
ly an hour so that we may have an 
opportunity to analyze the figures 
which have been submitted to us by 
that paper. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

House Committee Reports 
Ought to Pass as Amended 

The Committee on Labor on Bill 
"An Act Regulating Hours of Em
ployment of Females," (H. P. 1989) 
(L. D. 1220) reported that the same 
ought to pass as amended by Com
mittee Amendment "A". 

The Committee on Salaries and 
Fees on Bill "An Act Providing for 
Increased Compensation to Sheriffs 
and Deputies During the Emer
gency," (H. P. 1943) (L. D. 1184) 
reported that the same ought to 
pass as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A". 

Which reports were sevemlly read 
and accepted in concurrence, . and 
the bills read once; Oommittee 
Amendments "A" were severally 
read and adopted in concurrence, 
and the bills as amended under 
suspension of the rules 'Yere given 
their two several readmgs and 
passed to be engrossed in concur
rence. 

Divided Report 

The Majority of the Committee 
on Appropriations and Financial 

Affairs on Bill "An Act Authorizing 
a War Bond Issue for Civilian and 
Military Defense Expenses," (H. P. 
1950) (L. D. 1189) reported that the 
same ought not to pass. 

(Signed) 
Senators: 

HILDRETH of Cumberland 
EMERY of Hancock 

Representatives: 
McNAMARA of Winthrop 
P'OULIN of Waterville 
SLEEPER of Rockland 
JAC'OBS of Auburn 

The Minority of the ~ame Com
mittee on the same subject matter 
reported that the same ought to 
pass. 

(Signed) 
Senator: 

CHASE of Washington 
Repr-esentatives: 

SEEGER of Kittery 
ARZ'ONICO of Yarmouth 
MURCHIE of Calais 

Comes from the House, the Min
ority Report read and accepted, 
and the bill passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. CHASE of Washington: Mr. 
President, I move acceptance of 
the minority report, "'Ought to 
pass." 

Mr. HILDRETH of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, despite the over
whelming vote of yesterday by 
which the minority report of the 
Appropriations Com~ittee was sub
stituted for the maJonty report, I 
am neither ashamed of the reasons 
which dictated my vote against this 
bond issue nor am I afraid, in the 
face of apparently overwhelming 
legislative public opinion, to state 
those reasons. I believe the rea
sons which activated me in voting 
to reject this bond issue are funda
mentally the same reasons which 
activated the commIttee. I shall 
speak in the first person lest I put 
words in the mouths of other mem
bers of the committee. 

I believe you, Mr. President, and 
other members of the Senate, are 
entitled to know what those reasons 
are. In the first place, during much 
of the debate that I heard yester
day, the debate occurred on the 
ground of "Do we trust our Gov
ernor?" To me, that is not the 
issue today and it has ~ot b~e~ at 
any time. I do not belleve It IS a 
personal issue in any sense of the 
word. I shouLd like to say ~hat I 
have the greatest confidence m our 
Governor. I believe he has made a 
remarkable record as administrator 
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of state affairs and I know of no 
man in public or private life in 
whose integrity I have gl'eater con
fidence. 

To me the issue is purely one of 
how far should the legislature ab
dicate? Since I first came down 
here as a member of the Legislative 
Research Committee about three 
weeks ago, I have steadily increased 
my conviction that in these peril
ous times the Governor should not 
have his hands tied, that the pow
ers given to him should be very 
broad, indeed. He should in no 
way be fettered, chained in meet
ing very rapidly changing circum
stances. The bill which the Legis
lative Research Committee submit
ted, not with its recommendation, 
but for consideration by the legis
lature apparently was broader than 
the legislature felt it should pass, 
so they put a restriction in there 
that provided that in case of an 
extreme emergency he could exer
cise these very broad powers for a 
period of only 30 days without call
ing the legislature into session. Per
sonally, I do not think that was the 
most effective means of the legisla
ture retaining its responsibility and 
avoiding the accusation of abdi
cating. 

If we ever got in such an acute 
emergency as was contemplated 
when those powers would be called 
into force by the Governor, I be
lieve the emergency would be so 
acute that it would be utterly im
possible for a large group to act, 
and only one man should act, and 
I prophesy that if we are so unfor
tunate as to have those powers 
called into effect and the legisla
ture called into session they will im
mediately vest in him these same 
powers for the duration of the 
emergency and leave with him to 
determine the duration of the emer
gency. To my way of thinking, the 
proper way for the legislature to re
tain control of the purse strings. 
If the legislative powers in this 
state and in the country have been 
on a toboggan chute or downgrade 
for a number of years, it is because 
the legislature has not retained 
control of the purse strings. 
It seems to me, as a member of 

the Appropriations Committee, that 
with a million and a quarter dol
tars available for Civilian Defense 
expenditures prior to the end of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1943, 
that there was an adequate amount 
to meet the situation. The great 

bulk of this money will be available 
prior to the next regular session of 
the legislature on January 1st, next. 
My theory is that we should not 
give a blanket check for a million 
dollars. This civilian defense is an 
unknown, untried and unoroved 
field in which we are all trying to 
feell our way. If a million dOllars 
is spent on civilian defense, then I 
belive it would be a fitting check for 
the legislature to say to the Gov
ernor, "Tell us what happened to 
that million dollars and maybe we 
will give you five times as much 
next time," but a million or a mil
lion and a quarter dollars is a long 
way' to go without an accounting 
to the legislature. 

I do not believe that it is a ques
tion of whether we trust our gov
ernor. It doesn't make any differ
ence to me whether our governor's 
name is Sewall, Roosevelt, Willkie 
or any other name. I believe the 
legislature should retain control of 
those purse strings and after the 
expenditure of a reasonable amount 
of money should find out what hap
pened to it. 

I furthermore would like to draw 
a distinction that civilian defense, 
at l·east to my mind, does not mean 
waging war upon the axis powers. 
Civilian defense is protection at 
home. In so far as we are waging 
war I will appropriate to the last 
penny for the waging of war by 
the federal government in whose 
hands the prime responsibility quite 
properly rests. 

Is a million and a quarter a rea
sonable amount of money? No one 
knows; I grant that. But it seems 
reasonable, at least to me, to have 
an accounting, to have an explana
tion, after that much has been 
spent. If the situation becomes ex
tremely acute and we go into that 
field under the civilian defense bill 
where the broad emergency powers 
are called into effect, I quote to you 
the powers that the Governor has: 
"Whenever the Governor has pro
claimed the existence of such a state 
of emerg·ency he may take, use or 
utilize for such time as he may 
deem necessary all the man-power 
and all the material resources in 
the state whether public, private or 
corporate." 

Is the Governor, in case af an 
acute mergency, going to be ham
strung for lack of funds with a 
power such as that at his disposal? 
I don't think we are hamstringing 
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the Governor with a provision such 
as that at his disposal. My sole 
argument is based upon the reten
tion of control by the legislature 
and not in any way hamstringing 
the Governor. I don't think he 
ought to be hamstrung. How many 
of us have seen businesses started 
with an excess of funds and have 
seen those businesses make fairly 
grave mistakes because they were 
blessed with too much money! 

To my way of thinking it might 
very well relieve the Governor of 
embarrassment, it might be a help 
to the Gov·ernor, if he did not have 
this million dollars, he and the 
Council, at their disposal. I sub
mit that if it is known by the pub
lic, if it is known by the federal 
government, that this million dollar 
bond issue is available the pressure 
on the Governor and Council for 
things which should not be done by 
the Civilian Defense Commission is 
going to be just that much greater. 
I truly believe that we will be doing 
the Governor and Council a favor 
to limit those funds. 

It is not Governor Sewall, nor 
any individual. that I mistrust. It 
is human natun that I mistrust, re
gardless of his name and regardless 
of the names of the members of 
the Council. If they have a definite 
amount of cash at their disposal to 
undertake a job but they have in 
their back pocket a certified check 
that they know they can call upon 
any time they want to, I submit 
that it affects their judgment just 
the same as if any of us sat down 
in a poker game with a blank check 
in our pocket, the way we would 
play would be very different than if 
we had a definite and known 
amount of funds. 

Another aspect which inftuences 
me is the fact that already there 
has gone through the House of Rep
resentatives of our national Con
gress a bill proposing to put civil
ian defense under the federal gov
ernment and appropriating a hun
dred million dollars for that pur
pose. Who knows but what next 
week, next month. tomorrow that 
might go through the United states 
Senate and the whole problem of 
civilian defense would be put into 
the hands of the army? If that 
comes six months from now it may 
well be figured that we figured it 
wasn't coming and accordingly em
barked upon the program and made 
commitments which were utterly 

unnecessary and which properly be
longed to the federal government. 

In closing, let me repeat: I do 
not want to hamstring the Governor 
in any way. I would have gone 
further than the legislature was 
willing to go in giving powers but 
I would have kept control of the 
situation in the legislature by con
trolling the purse strings. 

Although apparently I may be 
pretty nearly the last person in the 
legislature to want to give him the 
amount of funds called for in this 
bill, I can assure you that I will 
be one of the last to criticize him 
in the use of those funds. 

And finally, I repeat that if we 
get into the acute situation which 
so many of us are disturbed about, 
reading from the Civilian Defense 
Bill which has already gone through 
this legislature: "The Governor 
may take, use or utilize for such 
time as he may d·eem necessary all 
the manpower and all the material 
resources in the state whether pub
lic, private or corporate." He is not 
hamstrung for lack of funds in an 
acute situation with that provision 
in there. In my judgment the ma
jority opinion of the Appropriations 
Committ·ee should be upheld and I 
trust that the motion of the Sen
ator from Washington will not pre
vail. 

Mr. EMERY of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent, I have listened with attention 
to the remarks of my colleague, 
Senator Hildreth. Nothing I could 
say would add to his explanation of 
the reasons why those of us who 
signed the majority report did so. 
I can simply state that I agree 
wholly with the statements which 
he has made. 

Mr. CHASE of Washington: Mr. 
President, if I may use a homely 
comparison and something which I 
think you will all understand I will 
say that by the passage of the civil
ian defense bill we have presented 
the Governor with an automobile 
to be used for state purposes and 
now we expect him to set forth on 
a difficult journey with no spare 
tires. This bond issue is the spare 
tire which may make his journey a 
safe one for the state. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc: Mr. 
President, I hestitate to enter into 
this debate but nearly every mem
ber of this legislature, yes every 
citizen of the State of Maine is also 
without a spare tire! I appeared be
fore the committee hearing and I 
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opposed the passage of this bond 
issue, and these are my reasons 
why. I believe this is more legisla
tion under the guise of an emer
gency. I asked three questions and 
I have not yet had their answer. 
Who is gain? to spend the money? 
What is it going to be spent for? 
And how is it going to be repaid? 

Now, those are questions that 
every private enterprise or business 
asks before they borrow money. I 
believe tha t is sound business. 
Therefore, what is sound business 
in private affairs is also sound bus
iness in governmental affairs. We 
remember that only a short time 
ago at a special session a bond is
sue of two million dollars was rais 
ed and passed. What have we to 
show for it today? I believe that 
we should pay as we go and I be
lieve we can pay as we go. If 
there is any benefit to be gained 
from this emergency or defense or 
what-have-you I believe we are the 
ones that are going to benefit by 
it. Therefore I believe it is our 
sacrifice to ma~e, not our chHdren's 
and our children's ,children. We 
must pay as we go. 

At the committee hearing they 
asked me if I had a suggestion as 
to how this money could be raised 
and I gave this: A year ago there 
were hundreds and thousands in 
this state who were on relief. They 
were out of work, and it was un
fortunate. But today these same 
thousands are working for forty, 
fifty, sixty and a hundred dollars a 
week. Last spring I saw some old 
jalopies going by my home, four or 
five fellows in each one-my neigh
bors and friends-going down to 
the Bath Iron Works to their jobs, 
or to similar jobs. It was only a 
few weeks before nearly everyone 
of those fellows had a brand-new 
automobile, and I am glad 'for them. 
And they weren't riding four or five 
in a car, they were going indi
vidually. And when it came hay
ing time I am going to guess if I 
picked up one on my mowing ma
chine I did five hundred empty beer 
cans on the edge of the highway. 
I have seen my good friends and 
neighbors riding along drinking 
their beer as they travel. They 
have money for automobiles, they 
have plenty of money for liquor. A 
week ago last Saturday afternoon 
I had occasion to visit the manager 
of the Brunswick liquor store. I 
went in there about four o'clock 
and it was a quarter after five when 

I came out. The influx of the traf
fic from the Bath Iron Work goes 
through Brunswick about five 
o'clOCk. When I came out through 
that lobby it was so crowded with 
customers waiting for their week
end liquor that I had difficulty to 
get through, and ninety-nine per
cent of those fellows had a badge 
on their cap saying they worked 
at the Bath Iron Works. 

Now, I believe we can and must 
pay this thing as we go. We should 
and must teach those fellows to 
save their money or we must take 
some of it and pay this defense bill. 
They are the ones that are gaining. 
They are the ones that are going 
to be protected by it. They are the 
ones that should help pay the bill. 
Because after this bubble bursts, 
and it is going to burst, those same 
fellows, many of them, will be on 
relief again and they won't be able 
to help pay this million dollar bond 
issue. It is only sound business. It 
is the common sense thing that we 
do in private enterprise, and I sec
ond whole-heartedly the remarks 
of my brother from Cumberland, 
Senator Hildreth. 

Mr. OWEN of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, it is with great reluct
ance that I rise on this occasion 
because I have come into the game 
in the ninth inning and I have no 
desire to knock out a home run. 
But I certainly do not want to 
strike out. 

My good friend Senator Bishop 
has asked three questions and in 
my opinion they can be very easily 
answered. This money will be spent 
by the Governor in whom we have 
entrusted the power. It will be used 
for the defense of the people who 
have sent us here to Augusta to 
legislate for them. It will be re
paid by those who have been de
fended. 

If there were any constructive 
piece of legislation under consider
ation whereby this money could be 
obtained as we go, I would be very 
glad to see it, but we have no such 
bill under consideration. 

Mr. President, I move that when 
the vote is taken it to be taken by 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ELLIOT of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent and members of the Senate, 
when we were called in special ses
sion, about a month ago when we 
received our notices it was my un
derstanding and I believe it was 
your understanding when we came 
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over here that it would be neces
sary for us to raise at least two 
million dollars for civilian defense. 
I had the pleasure of sitting in and 
hearing the Governor's message 
when we first came in and to my 
surprise I found that through sav
ings in departments and increases 
in revenues, savings had been ef
fected in the vicinity of a million 
dollars therefore necessitating the 
raising by us at this special session 
not of two million dollars but one 
million dollars. 

Now we passed our civilian de
fense bill and are we going to tie 
our Governor's financial hands be
hind his back so he cannot do the 
things we have told him are nec
essary to do? I say no. My dis
tinguished colleague the Senator 
from Cumberland, Senator Hil
dreth, says that in the face of over
whelming public opinion he still is 
opposed to the bond issue for 
civilian defense. I say that I rep
resent public opinion, I hope. If 
public opinion is overwhelmingly 
in favor of a bond issue and over
whelmingly in favor of protecting 
the lives and properties of citizens 
of Maine I am for it. I also say this, 
in view of the action taken in the 
House yesterday, a vote of 113 to 
15, to my mind that is an ultimatum 
to the Senate to follow in their 
footsteps. If the House represents 
the views of the people of Maine 
and the Senate does not, I shall be 
very, very much surprised. 

Mr. HILDRETH: Mr. president, 
either the Senator from Knox, Sen
ator Elliot, misunderstood me or I 
did not say what I thought I did. 
I intended to say, and thought I 
said, in the face of overwhelming 
legislative opinion, not public opin
ion. I believe that public opinion is 
at least fifty percent on the side of 
the majority opinion of the Appro
priations Committee. 

Mr. STILPHEN of Lincoln: Mr. 
President, I believe that we are 
getting away from the real ques
tion that we are deciding upon. I 
believe that the emergency is 
greater than in the world war and 
I believe we can and should cut out 
questions of temperance and purse 
strings and so on, and do all that 
we can for the safety of our people 
and of our homes. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Washington, 
Senator Chase, that the minority 

report of the committee "ought to 
pass" be accepted. 

Mr. HILDRETH: One more 
word, Mr. President. I do not think 
it was fairly stated to say that we 
are tieing the Governor's hands be
hind his back and I would like to 
say again that when the Governor 
has the very broad powers which I 
have read to you twice, and which 
I will read again, that I do not 
think we are tieing his hands be
hind his back or anywhere else. In 
case of acute emergency he "may 
take, use or utilize for such time 
as he may deem necessary all the 
man-power and all the material re
sources in the state whether public, 
private or corporate." If this mea
sure is going to be enacted then let 
us have the courage to put with it a 
tax program and pay as we go pol
icy, and not chuck it out the back 
door on a bond issue. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Washington, 
Senator Chase, to accept the mi
nority report of the committee 
"ought to pass." The yeas and nays 
are asked. As many as are in favor 
of the vote being taken by the yeas 
and nays will rise and stand until 
counted. 

A sufficient number having risen, 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary called the roll: 
YEA: Senators Batchelder, Bate, 

Bridges, Brown, Burgess, Chase, 
Dorr. Dow of Franklin, Dow of Ox
ford. Elliot. Farris, Findlen, Hanold, 
Harvey, Haskell, Hodgkins, Morse, 
Owen, Sanborn, Snow, Stilphen, 
Townsend--22. 

NAY: Senators Bishop, Boothby, 
Boucher, Clement, Emery, Harkins, 
Hildreth-7. 

ABSENT: Senators Chamberlain, 
Hinman, Libby-3. 

Twenty-two having voted in the 
affirmative and seven in the neg
ative, the motion to accept the mi
nority report "ought to pass" pre
vailed. 

The bill was given its first read
ing. 

Mr. OHASE of Washington: Mr. 
President, I wish to present Senate 
Amendment A and move its adop
tion and may I say in explanation 
that the treasury department found 
in the second section wording which 
did not agre with the statute and 
they have prepared this very brief 
amendment. 

The Secretary read: "Senate 
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Amendment A to House Paper 1950, 
Legislative Document 1189, Bill, an 
Ad Authorizing a War Bond Issue 
for Civilian and Military Defense 
Expenses. Amend said bill by strik
ing out the comma and the word 
'and' after the words 'semi annually' 
in the first paragraph of Section 
Two thereof and inserting in place 
thereof the following: 'Said bond 
shall bear the facsimile of the sig
nature of the Governor and shall 
be'. Further amend said bill by 
striking out in the first paragraph 
of Section Two thereof the follow
ing: 'Countersigned by the Governor 
or by his facsimile signature." 

Senate Amendment A was adopt
ed and under suspension of the 
rules the bill was given its second 
reading and passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Senate Amendment 
A in concurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
The Committee on State Lands 

and Forest Preservation on "Re
solve Authorizing the Forest Com
missioner to Convey Oertain Inter
est of the State in Land in Aroos
took County to John Parent of 
Hamlin Plantation." (H. P. 1963) 
(L. D. 1245) reported that the same 
ought to pass. 

Which report was read and ac
cepted in concurrence, the resolve 
read once and under suspension of 
the rules given its two several read
ings and passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence. 

Communication 
MAINE STATE POLICE 

Augusta 
January 23, 1942. 

To the Honorable Senate: 
Pursuant to your order of January 

22, I am submitting herewith the 
Financial Statement of the Maine 
State Police covering the fiscal 
years of 1938-1939; 1939-1940; 1940-
1941; and the first half of the fiscal 
year 1941-1942. 

Respectfuly submitted, 
HENRY P. WEAVER. Ohief 

Maine State Police 
Which was read and order placed 

on file. 

Memorial 
Mr. Hanold of Cumberland pre

sented by unanimous consent "Me
morial to the Senators and Repre
sentatives from Maine in the Con-

gress of the United States Assem
bled." (S. P. 624) 

MR. HANOLD of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, in brief explanation 
of this memorial in this, my initial 
appearance on the floor of the Sen
ate, I have a few remarks to make. 
I was assured that by introducing 
this memorial it would not in any 
way hamper the proceedings of the 
legislature. This matter was called 
to my attention yesterday by the 
action of the legislature of Rhode 
Island. It is a memorial to the rep
resentatives and senators against 
the Wheeler bill, so called. The 
Wheeler bill, a federal document, 
would place in the hands of the In
terstate Commerce Commission 
complete and absolute control over 
all trucks and other vehicles used 
in interstate commerce. It is just 
another step to rob this state and 
other states of our sovereign power. 

Now, when the Interstate Com
merce Commission is given permis
sion by act of Congress to regulate 
the sizes or dimensions and weights 
of motor vehicles in Interstate 
Commerce, it means, under the 
terms of this bill, that they may say 
to Maine, "You can increase the 
weight of trucks to 50,000 or 100.000 
pounds." That means we have got 
to build our highways and bridges 
to conform to that regulation. 

They are built for three main ob
jectives, as we all know, first, to fa
cilitate travel; second. to permit 
highway safety; and third, to con
serve our resources, in that our 
roads and bridges are built only to 
that extent for which we are able 
to pay. And I submit to you that 
this encroachment on another of 
our state's rights is not correct. 
This will not have any effect what
soever on national emergency in 
the transportation of defense ma
terial. In the motor transport di
vision of O. P. M. or X. Y. Z. or 
something like that in Washington, 
they have a director of transporta
tion who has complete authority to 
regulate any state law during this 
emergency. I move the passage of 
this resolution. 

MR SANBORN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, may I very briefly 
supplement the very clear explana
tion of the purpose of this memo
rial which has been made by my 
colleague, Senator Hanold, by giv
ing a bit of history. 

Sometime back the federal au
thorities complained because there 
was a lack of uniformity among the 
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states, particularly the northeastern 
states, in their legislation regarding 
motor vehicles. The Council of 
State Governments, which is under
taking to conserve the rights of 
states, interceded and assured the 
Ccngressional committee that if 
they would defer federal legislation 
an attempt would be made to bring 
these northeastern states into line. 
That attempt has been made and 
carried out to this extent, that in 
all these northeastern states there 
is practical uniformity. In fact, 
Maine departs from the standard in 
just one item. The result which 
the federal authorities asked for 
has been practically accomplished. 
We, the Commission of Interstate 
Cooperation on the part of Maine 
which is cooperating with the 
Oouncil of state Governments, feel 
very strongly that it is now unfair 
for the national congress to legis
late, when they have said in effect 
to us, "If you will come in line and 
cure these defects, well and good; 
if not, we will take charge." We 
say we have substantially taken 
care of the situation. For that rea
son I hope this memorial,-although 
it may have little effect, but for 
what effect it may have-I hope it 
will be adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair 
notes the presence in the Senate 
Chamber of George Varney, Speak
er of the House. The Chair will 
ask the Speaker to come to the 
rostrum. 

Thereupon, Honorable George 
Varney, Speaker of the House 'Of 
Representatives, was esccrted to 
the rostrum amidst the applause of 
the Senate, the members rising. 

THE PRESIDENT: Is it the 
pleasure of the Senate that unani
mous consent be granted for the 
introduction of this memorial? 

There being no objection, the me
morial was introduced by unani
mous consent. 

Upon motion by Mr. Hanold, the 
memorial was adopted. 

Sent down for concurrence 
Thereupon, on further mcticn by 

Mr. Elliot of Knox 
Recessed for one half hour. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act Authorizing the Fac

simile of the Signature of the Gov
ernor to be used on Bonds Issued 
by the State," (H. P. 1951) (L. D. 
1190) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Ordi
nances of Towns Relative to Trail
ers and Trailer Camps." (H. P. 1000) 
(L. D. 1221) 

Bill "An Act Providing for Better 
Protection of the Portsmouth
Kittery Bridge." (H. P. 1991) (L. D. 
1222) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Eliot Water District." (H. P. 2006) 
(L. D. 1261) 

Which bills were sevemlly read 
a second time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Bill "An Act Amending the Law 
Relating to the Maine Nautical 
School to Provide for War Emer
gency." (H. P. 1938) (L. D. 1179) 

Bill "An Act Permitting Savings 
Banks to Assist in House Building 
During the Present Emergency." 
(H. P. 1966) (L. D. 1212) 

Which bills were severally read a 
second time and passed to be en
grossed as amended, in concurrence. 

Bill "An Act Amending the Un
employment Compensation Act to 
Further Conform with the United 
States Law." (S. P. 617) (L. D. 1259) 

Bill "An Act Validating Acts of 
Notaries Public Who Become Police 
Officers." (S. P. 621) (L: D. 1263) 

Which bills were severally read 
a second time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Bill "An Act to Regulate the Sale 
and Packing of Sardines During the 
Present Emergency." (H. P. 1946) 
(L. D. 1187) 

"Resolve in Favor of the Town of 
Durham." (H. P. 1964) (L. D. 1267) 

"Rewlve Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Convey Certain 
Interest of the State in Lands in 
Hancock County to Orman B. 
Fernandez, Old Town, Maine." (H. 
P. 1998) (L. D. 1226) 

"Resolve in Favor of the Town of 
Boothbay." (H. P. 2002) (L. D. 1268) 

Bill "An Act Regulating the Legal 
Length of Lobsters." (H. P. 2008) 
(L. D. 1264) 

Bill "An Act to Prohibit Non
Residents from Taking Certain Fish 
for Commercial Purposes." (H. P. 
2009) (L. D. 1265) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Transportation of Firearms by 
Police Officers." (H. P. 2010) (L. D. 
1266) 

Which bills and resolves were 
severally read a second time and 
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passed to be engrossed in concur
rence. 

Bill "An Act Providing for Appro
priations and Adjustments in Sal
aries and Fees Made Necessary by 
the War." (S. P. 593) (L. D. 1205) 

Which was read a second time, 
and paEsed to be engrossed as 
amended. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Bill "An Act Relating to Daylight 
Saving During the Present War." 
(S. P. 623) 

Which bill was read a second time 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Orders of the Day 
The PRESIDENT: Is there fur

ther business to come before the 
Senate at this time? 

On motion by Mr. Elliot of Knox 
recessed for one-half hour. 

After Recess 
The Senate was called to order by 

the President. 
----

From the House: 
Bill "An Act Relating to Pre

marital Medical Examinations in 
Emergencies." (H. P. 1953) (L. D. 
1191) 

(In the Senate on January 22nd, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A' in non
concurrence.) 

Comes from the House, that body 
having insisted on its former action 
whereby the bill was passed to be 
engrossed, and now asking for a 
Oommittee of Conference, and hav
ing appointed as members of such 
a Committee on the part of the 
House: 
Messrs. GRUA of Livermore Falls 

DOWNS of Rome 
McGLAUFLIN of Portland 

Mr, SANBORN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, in view of the ap
parently disagreeing actions of the 
two bodies, the time that would 
necessarily be consumed by a com
mittee of conference. the undesir
ability of enacting hastily and of 
half-considered legislation, and of 
the further fact that in only a few 
months there will be ample oppor
tunity for a legislature in regular 
session to work this matter out af
ter mature conSideration, I move 
the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

Mr. TOWNSEND of Penobscot: 
Mr. President, as author of the pre
marital bill which was passed by 
this legislature in regular session 
I would just like to say that I am 
not opposed to Senator Sanborn's 
proposal for indefinite postpone
ment of this amendment. 

The motion to indefinitely post
pone in non-concurrence prevailed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

House Committee Reports 
The Committee on Legal Affairs 

on Bill "An Act to Provide a Jointly
Contributory Retirement System 
for State Employees Except Teach
ers," (H. p, 1956) (L. D. 11M) re
ported that the same ought to pass 
as amended by Committee Amend
ment "A". 

Comes from the House passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Com
mittee Amendment "A" and as fur
ther amended by House Amend
ffi'ents "A" and "B". 

The report of the committee was 
accepted in concurrence and the 
bill was given its first reading. 
Committee Amendment "A" and 
House Amendments "A" and "B" 
were adopted in concurrence. 

Mr. SANBORN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President I rise to offer Senate 
Amendment A and move its adop
tion, and perhaps I should offer a 
brief statement and explanation. 

I fear, Mr. President, that the 
prayers to which we have listened 
at the openings of our several ses
sions asking for Divine guidance 
may not have had that complete 
answer which their authors hoped 
for as it does appear that in our 
haste more or less errors have crept 
in. The amendment I am now 
offering I am told is one which 
was intended to have been offered 
with the others in the House and 
to have been acted upon there, it 
being the fact that there appears 
to be no substantial opposition to 
the ultimate passage of the pending 
bill, and certainly I would be the 
last one to interject anything into 
the proceedings that would imperil 
its passage. 

The bill as framed provides for 
numerous adjudications on the part 
of the trustees of the fund which is 
set up by the act. It is conceded, 
and I assume rightly so, thAt in 
more or less instances parties may 
consider themselves aggrieved by 
these decisions and rulings and, in 
accordance with the universal 
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policy of the state of Maine to hold 
our courts open to all parties who 
wish their rights to be ultimately 
determined, this amendment mere
ly provides that when such a ruling 
appears to be prejudicial to any 
person such person may have a 
right to take an appeal from such 
decision to the superior court here 
in Kennebec County. That is the 
only purpose of the amendment. 
I didn't draw it myself-and that 
doesn't mean that I think if I had 
drawn it it would certainly be right 
-I only wish to say that in such 
time as I have had to look it over, 
I have not noticed anything that 
doesn't seem entirely consistent and 
in conformity with the law. I hope, 
if adopted, it will effectuate the 
purposes intended. 

The Secretary read Senate 
Amendment "A": 

"Senate Amendment 'A' to H. P. 
1956, L. D. 1194, bill An Act to Pro
vide a Jointly-Contributory Retire
ment System for State Emp}oyees 
Except Teachers. Amend said bill 
by adding after the section desig
nated 'Sec. 227-R' the following sec
tion: Sec. 227-R-a. Appeal. Any 
person aggrieved by any decision 
or ruling of the 'board of trustees' 
shall have the right of appeal from 
such decision or ruling to the next 
term of the superior court to be 
held in the county of Kennebec, 
held not less than 30 days after 
the rendition of said decision or 
ruling. The appellant shall also 
file a written notice of his appeal 
from said decision or ruling with 
the 'board of trustees' and with the 
clerk of the said superior court. 
Certified copies of the ruling or 
decision, together with a copy of 
the appeal, shall be forwarded to 
the clerk of the said superior court. 
The attorney-general shall appear 
for and in behalf of the 'board of 
trustees'. The procedure in the said 
court shall be the same as that in 
appeal from decisions of the mu
nicipal court." 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted. 

Thereupon, under suspension of 
the rules the bill as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" and by 
House Amendments "A" and "B" 
and as further amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A" was given its 
second reading and passed to be 
engrossed in non-concurrence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act Providing that the State 

of Maine May Become a Party to 
the Atlantic States Marine Fisher
ies Compact. (S. P. 598) (L. D. 
1241) 

An Act Relating to the State 
Animal Husbandry Specialist. (S. P. 
599) (L. D. 1240) 

An Act Relating to Gambling. 
(H. P. 1986) (L. D. 1219) 

Emergenc:y Measure 
Bill "An Act Relating to Corpo

rations for Establishing and Main
taining Hospitals." (S. P. 592) (L. D. 
1207) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate and none opposed, was 
passed to be enacted. 

Emergency Measure 
Bill "An Act Providing for Tem

porary Court Stenographers During 
the War Emergency." (S. P. 579) 
(L. D. 1197) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate and none opposed was 
passed to be enacted. 

Emergency Measure 
Bill "An Act Permitting Accept

ance of Federal Grants by the 
State." (S. P. 602) (L. D. 1238) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate and none opposed was 
passed to be enaded. 

Emergency Measure 
Bill "An Act Amending the Char

ter of the City of Lewiston." (S. P. 
607) (L. D. 1231) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate and none opposed, was 
passed to be enacted. 

Emergency Measure 
Bill "An Act Relating to the Im

provement of the Military Laws." 
(S. P. 609) (L. D. 1233) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure, and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate and none opposed, was 
passed to be enacted. 
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Emergency ~easure 
Bill "An Act Providing for Trans

fer of Certain State Property to 
the Maine Nautical Training School 
or Maine Maritime Academy." (H. 
P. 1939) (L. D. 1180) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure, and having received the 
affirmative vote of 26 members of 
the Senate and none opposed, was 
passed to be enacted. 

Orders of the Day 
Mr. BURGESS of Aroostook: Mr. 

President, I would like to ask of 
you whether you wish me to take 
from the table now the item which 
I tabled previously this morning, 
or after the noon recess. I will 
do whicheve:. you desire. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
understands that the Senate will 
recess until two o'clock and if it is 
agreeable to the Senator, the Sen
ator could take the bill from the 
table at that time. 

Mr. BURGESS: I thank you. 

The PRESIDENT: We are pro
ceeding under Orders of the Day. 

On motion by Mr. Elliot of Knox 
Recessed until two o'clock this 

afternoon. 

After Recess 
The Senate was called to order 

by the President. 
Order 

(Out of Order) 
On motion by Mr. Townsend of 

Penobscot, out of order and under 
suspension of the rules, it was 

ORDERED, tha~ the Secretary of 
the Senate be dIrected to send a 
basket of flowers to the Honorable 
James K. Chamberlain as an ex
pression of its sympathy and hopes 
for his speedy recovery. 

On motion by Mr. Burgess of 
Aroostook the Senate voted to take 
from the table, bill, An Act Pro
viding for Appropriations and Ad
justments made Necessary by the 
War, Relating to Additional State 
Policemen and to Institutional 
Emergency Funds (S. P. 587) (L. D. 
1200) tabled by that Senator earlier 
in today's session pending consid
eration. 

Mr. BURGEBS of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I now move that the 
Senate insist on its former action 
whereby the bill was passed to be 

engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concur
rence. And I would like at this time 
to make just a brief summary of 
this en tire bill. 

Yesterday, as you will remember, 
an order passed this Senate asking 
for the expenses of the police ac
count covering the past three 
years and they have been submitted 
to the Senate. I have not at
tempted in any way to analyze the 
total but I do want to say this, that 
the last regular session appropri
ated for the state police $20,000 
more than in any preceding years. 

In analyzing the current year's 
appropriation of that department I 
find that the department is and 
will be well within its appropria
tion. Now, gentlemen, as far as I 
am concerned the issue at stake is 
this, whether or not we want to 
permanently increase our state po
lice force or whether we want the 
rna tter handled under the extreme 
powers which we have delegated to 
our good Governor and with the 
money that we have appropriated 
for him to do what is needed to be 
done. 

The original bill as presented to 
this legislature asks for funds suffi
cient to increase the force by fifty 
men. I want to quote the Chief 
who, at the hearing, said there 
were 97 men on duty at that time 
and that some of them were doing 
instruction work in the Civilian De
fense program but that they would 
be finished in February. Gentle
men of the Senate, if I thought for 
one minute that the defeat of this 
bill would in the Slightest degree 
handicap the carrying out of the 
Civilian Defense program you would 
not see me on my feet. We have 
taken care, by other measures, of 
any possible thing that could arise, 
with authority and with money. 

I have no doubt, and I am sure 
that you have no doubt, that the 
Governor under the authority 
which we have granted could in
crease the state police force tomor
row or next week by any number 
that he felt was necessary, but by 
doing so it would be temporary and 
we would not have built up a per
manent org'anization to a position 
which I believe the people of Maine 
do not want. 

The increasing of the state po
lice force by 25 men solves nothing 
but it does set a precedent where
by the taxpayers in the state of 
Maine in the future will be faced 
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with more taxes. I stated previ
ously that our good Governor in 
his message has shown us savings. 
I am not looking for any oppor
tunity to spend any of that sav
ing. Let us save it if we can and 
give him the credit of the saving 
to the taxpayers of the state who 
in the future are going to be taxed 
to their very limit. 

Mr. President, I have moved that 
the Senate insist on its former ac
tion and I hope that that motion 
will prevail. 

Mr. HILDRETH of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, at the risk of cov
ering a little ground that was cov
ered the other day I want to make 
a fairly comprehensive statement. 
In the first place, I want to frankly 
admit that the Senator from Aroos
took, Senator Burgess, does state 
the Issue when he says that it is 
principally a question of permanent 
employment, a permanent increase 
in the state police force. 

Before the Appropriations Com
mittee, Chief Weaver very frankly 
stated that it was not fair to the 
men on the police force at a $22.00 
salary when they could earn three 
times as much in the shipyards, if 
in a comparatively short time they 
knew they were going to be let go. 
The only kind of troopers he wants 
on the state police fOl'ce, he said, 
are troopers who are willing to 
make a career of their job. 

In the next place, there is no in
creased taxation necessary for this 
because of the fact that already out 
of current savings there are suffi
cient funds to meet this object. I 
believe that the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Burgess, misun
derstood the Chief when he ap
peared before the Appropriations 
Committee because as listed the 
personnel as of January 1, 1941 was 
9a men but the listed personnel as 
of January 1, 1942 was a6 men. 

If any of you have studied the 
statement which was submitted 
this morning you will find that 
whereas in the past two or three 
fiscal. years there was a very sub
stantial overdraft of apprOXimately 
$30,000, the fiscal year ending last 
June showed an overdraft of only 
$8,000 for the entire fiscal year and 
yet the state police department to
day has as many men patrolling 
the highways as they did at the 
peak period so far as the personnel 
of the state pOlice is concerned. 
~his has been accomplished by 

relIeVlng state troopers from cleri-

cal work in the department and 
putting them on the highways and 
in the detedion of crime and using 
in their places in the department 
for clerical work civilian employees, 
and these civilian employees have 
gone up from 17 to 31 in that pe
riod but at no extra cost to the 
state police department; merely a 
rearrangement of the work. 

Now I wish to make clear, per
haps unnecessarily at this point, 
that the issue this legislature is de
ba ting is not anyone person. It 
is whether the state police should 
have an additional number of men. 
Personalities, for better or for 
worse, have no appropriate place 
in the discussion of the bill before 
this legislature. In the discussion 
the other day there was some ref
erence made to the fact that peo
ple were able to ride on the high
ways considerable distances without 
encountering state policemen. What 
were they doing? Teaching ladies 
artificial respiration was the infer
ence. Let me give you just a brief 
summary of some of the activities 
which the state police carryon. 

Since late 1940 the number of 
subversive activities investigated 
and forwarded to F. B. I. to date is 
375. The number of investigations 
of selective service delinquents and 
army deserters since October, 1941 
is 50. The number of cases inves
tiga ted since the new case report
ing system started ir. July, 1941 is 
2190. That takes in stolen car 
cases, missing persons, larceny, in
toxication, fraud, assault and bat
tery, accidents and motor vehicle 
violations. The total number of ar
rests, motor vehicle violations 
alone not included in the above, 
reaches approximately 4650. 

In Maine we have five police 
posts with apprOXimately 25,000 
miles of highway patrolled. Maine 
stands third in line in the list of 
states having the most miles to 
cover by patrol. These are some of 
the activities which are being car
ried on by the state police when 
they are not seen on the highways. 

The present situation is bringing 
about a great deal of additional 
work. The Portsmouth Navy Yard 
with increased personnel of 8000 to 
9000 has a total of 1400 automobiles 
on the morning shift, 700 on the 
afternoon shift and 600 on the 
night shift. Double these figures 
as they go to and from work and 
it makes a total of 5400 cars. Ac
cident frequency has shown a sub-
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stantial increase between Kenne
bunk and Kittery. I won't read 
the Bath figures which are of sim
ilar import. On the 30 mile pa
trol from Augu/?ta to Brunswick, 
while the officer was centering his 
effort on the Augusta end accidents 
piled up substantially on the 
Brunswick end. He turned his ef
fort to the Brunswick end and im
mediately accidents piled up on the 
Augusta end. 

I wonder how many members of 
this legislature have ever taken the 
trouble to gD over to the state po
lice barracks and investigate to 
any extent the work that the state 
police are carrying on. Frankly, I 
never had until last night. I went 
over there and I made quite a 
thorough-not as thorough as I 
should like-but quite a compre
hensive study of the work that the 
state police is doing. 

This morning I had an unsDlic
ited call from Mr. George Fernald, 
Secretary of the Maine Bankers' 
Assoeiation, wanting to say a good 
word for the state police and how 
much help the state police had 
given them over the past few years. 
I had calls from Mr. Niehoff, coun
ty attorney of Kennebec, who, as 
the Senator from Kennebec, Sen
ator Bate, said the other day 
agreed that the state police had 
saved the county of Kennebec thou
sands of dollars. I had a similar 
call-all of these completely unso
licited but they knew the thing 
was coming back for discussion be
fore this Senate this morning-I 
had a similar call from the coun
ty attorney of Cumberland County, 
Mr. Albert Knudsen, who reported 
most enthusiastically on the tre
mendous amount of help the state 
police had been to his department, 
saving Cumberland County thou
sands of dollars. 

A similar call from the county 
attorney of York County, in effect 
giving the same message as to co
operation. They all emphasized 
the fact that they had received the 
utmost cooperation from the state 
police and felt very greatly indebt
ed to them for the efficient and 
trained assistance that has been 
rendered from time to time without 
any cost to their respective de
partment. These activities account 
to a considerable extent for the 
fac~ that you gentlemen do not see 
state troDpers on the highway per
haps as much as you might like to 
see them. 

It has been remarked around the 
halls of the legislature that it is 
possible for several additional men 
to be entered in the state police at 
the present time. This is absolutely 
not so. I did not rely upon figures 
'Obtained from the state police. I am 
authorized to quote the Controller 
'Of the state, Mr. Mossman, to that 
effect. It has been said here this af
ternoon, as well as in the corridors 
of the legislature, that the Gover
nor could put 'On state troopers for 
tempomry purposes and we wouldn't 
have them on the force as perma
nent emp!oyees. I ha;ve already said 
tha t the Issue should be recognized 
fairly. If the police force is gDing 
to be built up it is desirable to 
build it up on a permanent basis 
with the right men on the job. But 
as regards the Governor's ability to 
appoint state troopers to the state 
police force, I am authorized to 
quote Officially the attorney general 
to the effect that that is not pos
sible under the legislation we have 
passed in this legislature at this 
session except when you get under 
the extreme emergency where he 
can set up practically martial law. 

Furthermore, if you ever reached 
that situation you would nDt be 
getting the trained troopers that 
you want. If there is any thought 
in any of your minds that you are 
going to need state troopers Dr 
their equivalent under those cir
cumstances, now is the time to put 
them on, so they can have their 
training and be qualified to meet 
the responsibilities with which they 
may be faced. 

I believe this CDvers the ground 
and I hope the motion of the Sen
ator from Aroostook, Senator Bur
gess, will not prevail; and in vDting 
I trust that the Senate will keep 
the issue in mind and clear from 
personalities. 

Mr. FARRIS of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, I want to gD on record 
as opposed to the motion of the 
Senator from Aroostook, Senator 
Burgess, and I want to support the 
unanimDus report of the CDmmittee 
on Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs. 

When we came in here the Gov
ernor, in his message to us in joint 
convention assembled, stated that 
he would like to have 50 extra 
state police. The Committee on 
Appropriations heard the evidence 
and they made a compromise on 
25 and they made it a unanimous 
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report to this legislature which has 
been accepted by the other branch. 

I believe that personal prejudice 
or political ambition should not en
ter into the picture. We are here 
to legislate for the welfare of the 
State and if we can increase the 
efficiency of our state police by in
creasing the number by 25 through 
this appropriation bill, I believe 
that this is the time to do it, while 
we are here considering these mat
ters, so that when the emergency 
does arise, as the Senator from 
Cumberland has already stated, 
they will be trained and prepared 
to go out and assist the Governor 
in organizing the civilian defense 
work. 

Now, Mr. President, I ask that 
when the vote is taken it be taken 
by the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc: Mr. 
President, I am thoroughly con
vinced after the discussion here this 
afternoon and after the discussion 
yesterday that we have before us 
an issue that is a most controver
sial one. When all the members of 
the Senate delegation from Aroos
took take issue with one another 
you can feel very certain that there 
is much at stake. I hope you will 
also note that the delegation from 
Sagadahoc is always in complete 
harmony and unity with itself. 

The bill that we have before us 
for consideration is listed as an 
emergency measure, yet the propo
nents of the bill say that it is not 
an emergency measure but one of 
a permanent nature. We are still 
using the guise of an emergency 
and of defense to get through leg
islation. 

Now, I like to see honest differ
ences of opinion. I believe that a 
good snappy argument is a healthy 
sign of good government. I real
ize that the tempo of this whole 
legislature is at a very high and 
strained pitch but let us not be
come hysterical, let us not get pan
icky. To relieve this strain I ask 
permission to relate a little inci
dent that happened only last 
Christmas. A father had two boys, 
two young sons. They were very 
different in their temperaments. 
One, no matter what you did to 
him or what happened was always 
happy and cheerful,and if there 
ever was an optimist that little 
fellow was it. The other little boy, 
however, was just the opposite. No 
matter what happened, no matter 
how well he was used, he was al-

ways dissatisfied, and if ever there 
was a pessimist he was it. 

Now, the father was somewhat 
concerned about the situation and 
he thought he would try an experi
ment. So when Christmas eve came 
and the boys hung up their little 
stockings waiting for Santa Claus, 
he let Santa Claus perform that 
experiment. The little pessimist or 
little boy who was never satisfied, 
his stocking was filled to overflow
ing with all the toys and things 
that any boy could hope for. Now, 
the other little boy who was al
ways cheerful, Santa Claus filled 
his stocking with horse manure. 
The next morning when these little 
boys came down from their beds to 
see what Santa Claus had left, the 
little boy who had all the toys 
dumped his stocking on the floor, 
scattered the toys around and said, 
"There isn't anything there that a 
boy would want." The other little 
boy when he saw his stocking, ran 
to his Dad's bedroom and said, 
"Daddy, oh Daddy, see what Santa 
Claus brought me! He bought me 
a pony but he got away." 

Seriously now, I wish to repeat 
that "Ye must not get panicky nor 
hystencal. We must act sanely and 
prudently and wisely. We are now 
working for 800,000 citizens of the 
state of Maine and although it is 
not in accordance with the funda
mental principles of democracy, we 
have al.ready granted unlimited and 
unrestncted powers to our good and 
able Governor. Must we now re
sort to Hitlerism to save our de
mocracy? Being an optimist, I 
don't think so. If a democracy 
won't function in an emergency 
then how in the name of common 
sense can we justify a democracy 
in peace times? 

We have heard facts and figures 
and they should speak for them
selves. I was at the hearing and 
it was there stated that it was not 
an emergency although the pre
amble stated that it was. There 
was one opponent to it and there 
was one proponent for it; one seek
ing more power, the other seeking 
to protect the interests of the state 
of Maine. Are we going to suc
cumb to every whim and notion of 
a very enthusiastic department 
head or are we going to decide this 
thing sanely and carefully? 

I have no personal feeling against 
the State Police Chief. As a man 
I like him very much. That is not 
the question. I feel that this is an 
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administration measure. It has 
been so talked about the corridors 
and that we ought to go along with 
it. But let us not lose sight of the 
fact that the auto title law was 
also an administration measure, 
and you well remember what hap
pened to that. Let us not make 
the same error again so soon. 

Now, to further illustrate my 
meaning, I would like briefly to in
ject here an explanation to a car
toon I once saw. It showed a man 
holding in his arms a lowly garden 
skunk and it said under that pic
ture, "There may be some excuse 
to mistake a skunk for a kitty once 
but there is absolutely no 'excuse 
for it to happen a second time." 

One of the leading newspapers of 
the state has many times in the 
last several days scored this legis
lature for not having progressed 
more rapidly and has scored us for 
practically everything else that we 
have or have not done. I say we 
must not get excited. Please do not 
misunderstand me. I have always 
had the greatest respect and ad
miration for that newspaper. I am a 
constant and daily reader of it. I 
only speak in the interests of good 
government. 

I dare say that had we rushed in 
here at this special session and 
rubber - stamped everything that 
had been requested they would have 
scored us just as much if not more. 
So I feel that we should let them 
do as they wish. This is all the 
more reason why we should be s'ane 
and deliberate. If ever in the his
tory of the state of Maine or this 
nation or in the history of the 
world. we need to exercise our best 
judgment, it is now. I repeat again 
that we must not get panicky. We 
must not get hysterical. We must 
act sanely and prudently and 
wisely. 

I hope, Mr. President, that the 
motion of the Senator from Aroos
took, Senator Burgess, will not pre
vail. I thank you. 

Mr. HILDRETH: Mr. President, 
I just wish to state that if the mo
tion is not carried I will make a 
motion to recede and concur. I 
could take precedence with that 
motion but the debate has been on 
the motion to insist and I think it 
would be better if it is handled the 
way it is. But if that motion is not 
carried I will make a motion to re
cede and concur. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 

of the Senator from Aroostook, 
Senator Burgess, that the Senate 
insist on its former action whereby 
the bill was passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Senate Amendment 
"A" in non-concurrence. The yeas 
and nays have been requested. An 
affirmative vote of one-fifth of the 
Senators present is necessary for 
the yeas and nays to be ordered. 
Is the Senate ready for the ques
tion on the yea and nay vote? 

A division of the Senate was had. 
A sufficient number obviously 

having risen, the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Secretary called the roll: 
YEA: Senators Batchelder, 

Bishop, Boothby, Boucher, Bridges, 
Brown, Burgess, Clement, Dorr, 
Dow of Franklin, Elliot, Harkins, 
Haskell, Hodgkins, Snow-15. 

NAY: Senators Bate, Chase, Dow 
of Oxford, ~mery, Farris, Findlen, 
Hanold, Harvey, Hildreth, Morse, 
Owen, Sanborn, Stilphen, Town
send-14. 

ABSENT: Senators Chamber-
lain, Hinman, Libby-3. 

Fifteen having voted in the af
firmative and fourteen in the nega
tive, the motion to insist prevailed. 

Orders of the Day 
Mr. BURGESS of Aroostook: Mr. 

President, not being familiar with 
parliamentary procedure I would 
like to ask whether or not it is 
necessary for me to ask for a com
mittee of conference or does the 
Chair assume that that follows? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
will state to the Senator that that 
is unnecessary. Is there any fur
ther business to come before the 
Senate at this time? 

On motion by Mr. Elliot of Knox 
Recessed until this afternoon at 

four o'clock. 

After Recess 
The Senate was called to order 

by the President. 

From the House: 
Bill "An Act Providing for Ap

propriations and Adjustments Made 
Necessary by the War; Relating to 
Additional State Policemen and to 
Institutional Emergency Fund." (S. 
P. 587) (L. D. 1200) 

(In the Senate earlier in today's 
session that body voted to insist on 
its former action whereby the bill 
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was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate Amendment 
"A"J 

Now comes from the House, that 
body having insisted on its former 
action whereby the bill was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" in non
concurrence, and now asking for a 
Committee of Conference, the 
Speaker having appointed as mem
bers of such a committee on the 
part of the House: 

Representatives Payson of Port
land, Williams of Clifton and Mc
Glauflin of Portland. 

On motion by Mr. Burgess of 
Aroostook, the Senate voted to join 
with the House in the Committee 
of Conference on the disagreeing 
action of the two bodies and the 
President appointed as members of 
such committee on the part of the 
Senate, the Senator from York, 
Senator Batchelder; the Senator 
from Aroostook, Senator Burgess; 
and the Senator from Sag·adahoc, 
Senator Bishop. 

Joint Order 
(Out of Order) 

On motion by Mr. Elliot of Knox, 
it was 

ORDERED, the House concur
ring, that Joint Order, Senate Paper 
616, Relating to Belmont Smith and 
Bonding Companies Released from 
Liability on Certain Bonds, be re
called from the files for the con
sideration of the Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Elliot of Knox 
Recessed until this afternoon at 

five o'clock. 

After Recess 
The Senate was called to order by 

the President. 
From the House: 
The Committee of Conference on 

the disagreeing action of the two 
branches of the Legislature, on Bill 
"An Act Providing for Appropria
tions and Adjustments made Nec
essary by the War; Relating to Ad-

ditional State Policemen and to In
stitutional Emergency Fund," (S. P. 
587) (L. D. 12(0) reported that the 
House recede and concur with the 
Senate in the adoption of Senate 
Amendment "A". 

Comes from the House, report 
read and accepted. 

In the Senate, the report was 
read and accepted in concurrence. 

Mr. ELLIOT of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent, I would like to inquire wheth
er the joint order relative to Bel
mont Smith and bonding com
panies, being Senate Paper 616, is 
now in the possession of the Sen
ate? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
will state to the Senator that the 
joint order is now in the possession 
of the Senate. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Elliot of Knox, the Senate voted to 
reconsider its former action, under 
suspension of the rules, whereby 
the order received a passage; and 
on further motion by the same 
Senator, the order was indefinitely 
postponed in non-concurrence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Mr. ELLIOT of Knox: Mr. Pres
ident, before making a motion to 
adjourn until nine-thirty o'clock to
morrow morning I think possibly a 
little explanation might be neces
sary. Our understanding is that it 
would be impossible to clear up the 
work we now have before us until 
probably one o'clock tomorrow 
morning and that is provided ev
erything goes along as smoothly as 
we hope it will. Now if things do 
not go along as smoothly as we ex
pect them to it may mean an all
night session. 

I move, Mr. President, that the 
Senate adjourn until tomorrow 
morning at nine-thirty. In all prob
ability the Senate could finish its 
business by twelve o'clock noon. 

Thereupon, the Senate voted to 
adjourn until tomorrow morning at 
nine-thirty. 


