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HOUSE

Wednesday, February 26, 1941.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Reverend Mr. Mof-
fatt of Bath,. .

Journal of the previous session
read and approved.

From the Senate: The following
Communication: (8. P. 471)
STATE OF MAINE

AUGUSTA STATE HOSPITAL
AUGUSTA

February 24, 1941
To the Honorable House and Senate
of the Ninetieth Maine Legisla-
ture:

In compliance with the Order of
February 13, 1941, of the Ninetieth
Legislature, H. P, 1507, I submit the
following statement:

The total number of patients that
can be safely and properly cared
for by the present accommodations
in the Augusta State Hospital is
1202, 635 men and 567 women.

The total number of patients in
the hospital at the present date is
1477, 637 men and 840 women.
While there are 203 more women
than men, the difference is only
temporary and is due to the fact
that more men have been dis-
charged or transferred to other in-
stitutions. Ordinarily, the number
of men admitted exceeds that of
the women.

The accommodations for men are
combpletely filled, while those for
women are over-crowded by 273 pa-
tients. A part of this excess num-
ber of women has been cared for by
use of accommodations intended for
men. The greater capacity for men
is due to the acquisition of the Ar-
senal Group and the building for
the criminal insane, all of which
accommodate a total of 170 patients.

From these facts it is evident that
accommodations for at least 273
women patients should be provided
as soon as possible, and I recom-
mend that this number be increased
to 325 patients to care for the esti-
mated increase during the next two
years. this will give the hospital
an ultimate capacity for 1527 pa-
tients.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed)

PFORREST C. TYSON, M. D.
Superintendent

Came from the Senate, read and
ordered placed on file.
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In the House, the communication
read, and on motion by Mr. Leveque
of Lewiston, was ordered placed on
file in concurrence.

Resolve from the Senate requiring
reference disposed of in concur-
rence.

Senate Reports

Leave to Withdraw
Report of the Committee on Pub-
lic Utilities on Bill “An Act relating
to the Androscoggin and Kennebec
Railway Company” (S. P. 269) (L.
D. 414) reporting leave to withdraw.

Ought Not to Pass

Report of same Committee report-
ing “Ought not to pass” on Bill “An
Act relating to the Androscoggin
and Kennebec Railway Company”
(8. P. 268) (L. D. 412)

Came from the Senate read and
accepted.

. In the House, read and accepted
in concurrence.

Senate Bills in First Reading

Bill “An Act relating to Approval
of Suits by Infants” (8. F. 307 (L.
D. 514)

Bill “An Act relating to Vacating
Attachments” (S. P. 311) (L. D. 518)

Bill “An Act relating to Valuation
and Release of Attached Property”
(8. P. 313) (L. D. 520)

Bills were read twice and tomor-
row assigned.

The following Communication:
STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

To the Speaker of
The House of Representatives
Of the Ninetieth Legislature:

I have the honor to herewith
transmit the following report:

The county estimates of the sev-
eral counties within the State for
the years 1941 and 1942, the same
having been filed in this office ac-
cording to the provisions of the
Revised Statutes, Chapter 13, Sec-
tion 67 as amended.

(Signed) FREDERICK ROBIE
Secretary of State
February 25, 1941.

The communication was read,
and on motion by Mr. Payson of
Portland, the communication with
accompanying papers was referred
to tl;the Committee on County Esti-
martes.
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The following Bill, which was
transmitted from the Revisor of
Statutes under Joint Order, was re-
ceived and upon recommendation of
the Committee on Reference of
Bills, was referred to the following
Committee:

Judiciary

Bill “An Act relating to Eminent
Domain for Water Companies and
Water Districts, and other Public
Service Corporations” (H. P. 1622)
(Presented by Mr. Farwell of Unity)

(650 copies ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Orders
On motion by Mr. McGlauflin of
Portland, it was
ORDERED, that Mr. Rollins of
Greenville, be excused from attend-
ance because of being called home
on business.

On motion by Mr. Sanderson of
Greene, it was

ORDERED, that Rev. William E.
Ricker of Greene, be invited to act
as Chaplain of the House on Wed-
nesday, March 5th.

House Reports of Committees
Leave to Withdraw

Mr Willilams from the Commit-
tee on Judiciary on Bill “An Act
relating to the Rights of Minority
Stockholders” (H. P. 1162) (L. D.
459) reported leave to withdraw.

Mr. Brewer from the Committee
on Salaries and Fees reported same
on Bill “An Act relating to Auto-
niobile Travel by State Employees”
(H. P. 1204) (L. D. 422)

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Ought Not to Pass

Mr. Fuller from the Committee
cn Claims reported “Ought not to
pass” on Resolve in favor of L, R.
Dionne (H. P. 781) (L. D. 332)

Mr. Patterson from same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve in
favor of Herbert Young of Green-
bush (H. P. 606)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve in
favor of Watts Detective Agency,
Inc. (H P. 229) (L. D. 75)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittes reported same on Resolve in
favor of Harold F. Wing of Bing-
ham (H. P. 40)
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Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Report Tabled

Mr. Welch from the Committee
on Claims reported “Ought not to
pass” on Resolve in favor of Mrs.
James M. Cahill Sr. of Concord (H.
P. 4D

(On motion by Mr. Dutton of
Bingham, tabled pending accept-
ance of Committee Report)

Mr Welch from the Committee
on Claims reported “Ought not to
pass” on Resolve in favor of Earle
S. Damon of Mechanic Palls (H. P.
329)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mitte reported same on Resolve in
foevor of Cliver B. Libby of Warren
(H. P. 460)

Mr. Willey from the same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve in
favor of Charles Darrington of Can-
ton (H. P. 583)

Mr. Grua from the Committee on
Federal Relations reported same on
Resolve Abating Improperly Asses-
sed TUnemployment Compensation
Taxes of A. J. Stevens (H. P. 298)
(L. D. 108)

Mr. Fenlason from the Commit-
tee on Inland Pisheries and Game
reported same on Resolve Regulat-
ing Fishing in Spencer Lake (H. P.
1138) (L. D. 337)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve
relating to Non-resident Fishing
Licenses (H. P. 1130) (L. D. 379)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve
Opening Taylor Pond in Andros-
coggin County to Ice Fishing (H. P.
633) (L. D. 269)

Mr. Hanold from same Committee
reported same on Resolve for Build-
ing PFishway on the Kennebec River
(H. P. 819) (L. D. 291

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Report Tabled

Mr. Hanold from the Committee
on Inland Fisheries and Game re-
ported “Ought not to pass” on Re-
solve relative to Game Preserve on
é\ﬂu)nroe Island (H. 2. 469) (L. D.
05

(On motion by Mr. Sleeper of
Rockland, tabled pending accept-
ance of Committee Report.)

Mr. Starrett from the Committee
on Inland Fisheries ana Game re-
ported “Ought not to pass” on Re-
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solve relative to Preserving Smelts
for Bait (H. P. 1133) (L. D. 382)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on Resolve
relative to Game Preserve on Spruce
Head Island (FF P. 470) (L. D. 206)

Mr. Lafleur from the Committee
on Legal Affairs reported same on
Bill “An Act relating to the City
Charter of Portland” (H. P. 1178)
(L. D. 476)

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Report Tabled

Mr. Southard from the Committee
on Legal Affairs reported “Ought
not to pass’ on Bill “An Act Au-
thorizing the Mayor of Waterville
to Appeoint a Commission on Ceme-
teries” (H. P. 1175) (L. D. 474)

(On motion by Mr. Megill of Bel-
grade, tabled pending acceptance of
Committee Report.)

Mr. Brewer from the Committee
on Salaries and Fees reported
“Ought not to pass” on Bill “An Act
relatine to Ldicense Fees for Portable
Saw Mills” (H. P. 21) (L. D. 16)

Mr. Downs from same Committee
reported same on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Deputy Forest Fire Wardens”
(H. P. 1465) (L. D. 74D)

Mr. Sayward from the Committee
on Sea and Shore F'sheries reported
same on Resolve relating to Fishing
{iﬁﬂFlanders Bay (H. P. 1147) (L. D.

Mr. Race from same Committee
reported same on Bill “An Act to
Encourage Marine Farming in the
Tidal Waters of the State” (H. P.
206) (L. D. 424)

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Referred to Committee on
Legal Affairs

Mr. McNamara from the Commit-
tee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs on Bill “An Act relating to
Androscoggin Lake Dam” (H. P.
612) (L. D. 250) reported that same
be referred to the Committee on
Legal Affairs.

Report was read and accepted and
the Bill referred to the Committee
on Legal Affairs and sent up for
concurrence.

Referred to Committee on Ways
and Bridges
Mr. Bragdon from the Committee
on Claims on Resolve in favor of
the city of Eustport (H. P. 1322) re-
ported that same be referred to the
Committee on Ways and Bridges.
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Report was read and accepted and
the Resolve referred to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Bridges and
sent up for concurrence.

Referred to Committee on
Motor Vehicles

Mr. Mills from the Committee on
Judiciary on Bill “An Act relating
to Traffic Safety” (H. P. 1429) (L.
D. 731) reported that same be re-
ferred to the Committee on Motor
Vehicles.

Report was read and accepted and
the Bill referred to the Committee
on Motor Vehicles and sent up for
concurrence.

Ought to Pass in New Draft

Mr. Bragdon from the Committee
on Claims on Resolve t¢ Reimburse
the town of Blaine for Replacement
of a Culvert (H. P. 584) reported
same in a new draft (H. P. 1623)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass.”

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee on Resolve in favor of Ed-
ward Doyle of Fort Kent (H. P. 93)
reported same in a new draft (H.
P. 1624) under same title and that it
“Ought to pass.”

Mr. Bragdon from ,ame Commit-
tee on Resolve in favor of Mrs. Ar-
lene Remick (H. P. 328) reported
same In a new draft (H. P. 1625)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass.’

Reports were read and accepted
and the new drafts ordered printed
under the Joint Rules.

Report Tabled

Mr. Dwinal from the Committee
on Legal Affairs on Bill “An Act De-
fining the Word ‘Homes’ relative to
Exemption from Taxation” (H. P.
50) (L. D. 34) r ported same in a
new draft (H. P. 1626) under title of
“An Act relating to Exemptions of
Homes from Taxation” and that it
“Ought to pass”.

(On motion by Mr, McGlauflin of
Portland, tabled pending acceptance
of Committee Report)

Ought to Pass with Committee
Amendments

Mr, Payson from the Committee
on Judiciary on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Harbor Masters” (H. P. 1422)
(L. D. 587) revorted “Ought to pass”
as amended by Committee Amend-
ment “A” submitted therewith.
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Mr. Shesong from the Committee
on Legal Affairs reported same on
Bill “An Act relating to Investment
of Farm Land Loan’s Funds” (H.
P. 408) (L. D. 162)

Reports were read and accepted.

Report Tabled

Mr. Slosberg from the Committre
on Legal Affairs on Bill “An Act
relating to the Town Manager Form
of Government for the town of
Houlton” (H. P. 646) (L. D. 282) re-
ported “Ought to pass” as amended
by Committee Amendment “A” sub-
mitted therewith.

(On motion by Mr. McGillicuddy
of Houlton, tabled pending accept-
ance of Committee Report)

Ought to Pass

Mr. Fuller from the Committee on
Claims reported “Ought to pass” on
Resolve Granting Bonus to Charles
Story Crosman of West Gardiner
(H. P. 94)

Mr. Willey from same Com-
mittee renorted same on Resolve in
favor of the town of Sullivan (H.
P. 600)

Reports were read and accepted
and the Resolves ordered printed
under the Joint Rules.

Mr. Brewer from the Committee
on Salaries and Fees reported
“Cught to pass” on Bill “An Act
relating to Clerk Hire in the Office
of Register of Deeds in York Coun-
ty” (H. P. 1565) (L. D. 852)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on Bill “An
Act relating to Salaries of Muni-
cipal Court of Bath” (H. P. 1203)
(L. D. 421)

Reports were read and accepted.

First Reading of Printed Bills

Bill “An Act relating to the Ray-
mond Fish Hatchery” (H. P. 795)
(L. D. 308)

Bill “An Act relating to Hunting
While Intoxicated or Under the In-
fluence of Drugs” (H. P, 1500) (L.
D. 815)

Bills were read twice and tomor-
row assigned.

First Reading of Printed Bills With
Committee Amendments

Bill “An Act relating to the Time
of Opening and Closing of Polls”
(H. P. 1152) (L. D. 452)

Bill had its two several readings.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:
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Committee Amendment “A” to H.
P. 1152, L. D. 452, “An Act Relating
to the Time of Opening and Closing
of Polls.”

Amend Section 1 of said bill by
striking out in the 4th line thereof
the word “in”, and by striking out
in the 4th and 5th lines of said
Section 1 the words ‘“the general
prevailing time is” and inserting in
place thereof the following words
‘officially adopt’.

Amend Section 2 of said hill by
striking out in the 4th line thereof
the word “in”, and by striking out
in the 4th and 5th lines of said
Section 2 the words “the general
prevailing time is” and inserting in
place thereof the following words
‘officially adopt’.

Amend Section 3 of said bill by
striking out in the 4th line thereof
the word “in”, and by striking out
in the 4th and 5th lines of said Sec-
tion 3 the words “the general pre-
vailing time is” and inserting in

place thereof the following words
‘officially adopt’.
Committee Amendment “A” was

then adopted and tomorrow was as-
signed for third reading of the bill.

Bill “An Act amending the Un-
employment Compensation Law so
as to Reduce Waiting Period for
Unemployment Benefits and to Pre-
serve Benefits for Persons in the
Military Service” (H. P, 1260) (L.
. 559)

Bill had its two several readings.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:

Committee Amendment “A” to H.
P. 1260, L. D. 559, Bill “An Act
Amending the Unemployment Com-
pensation Law so as to Reduce
Waiting Period for Unemployment
Benefits and to Preserve Benefits
for Persons in the Military Service.”

Amend said Bill by amending
subsection (p) of section 1 by strik-
ing out at the end of clause (1) the
following words ‘“not to exceed 16
times such higher weekly benefit
amount” and by inserting therein
in lieu thereof the following words
“but in no event shall he be eligible
to receive more than 16 times such
higher weekly benefit amount in
such benefit year.”

Thereupon. Committee Amend-
ment “A” was adopted and the bill
was assigned for third reading to-
morrow morning,
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On motion by Miss Bangs of
Brunswick, House Rule 25 was sus-
pended for the remainder of this
morning’s session, in order to per-
mit smoking.

Passed to be Engrossed

Bill “An Act relative to Industrial
Ranks (S. P. 81) (L. D. 67)

Bill “An Act relating to the town
of Princeton Lighting District (S.
P. 270) (L. D. 413)

Bill “An Act to Amend the Work-
men’s Compensation Act” (8. P.
305) (L. D. 512)

Bill “An Act relating to Amend-
ment of Pleadings in Cases Referred
under Rule of Court” (S. P. 306)
(L. D. 513)

Bill “An Act relating to the Res-
ignation of Attorneys at Law” (S.
P 308) (L. D. 515)

Bill “An Act Authorizing and Em-
powering the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Judicial Court to Appoint
a Committee to Study the Practice
and Procedurs of the Supreme Ju-
dicial and Superior Courts” (8. P.
309) (L. D. 514)

Bill “An Act relating to Expense
for Treatment of Blind Persons”

(S. P. 408) (L. D. 636)
Bill “An Act to Promote Cancer
Control” (S. P. 411) (L. D. 639)

Bill “An Act relating to Guides
for Non-Residents” (S. P. 455) (L.
D. 906)

Bill “An Act relative to Game
Preserve in York County” (H. P.
468) (L. D. 204

Bill “An Act relating to Mutila-
tion or Concealment of Dead Bod-
ies” (H. P. 1614) (L. D. 958)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Belgrade Chain of Lakes (H. P. 635)
(L. D. 271)

Resolve Regulating Ice Fishing on
Great Lake in Belgrade (H. P. 636)
(L. D. 272)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Lake Embden (H. P. 1139) (L. D.
388)

Resolve Regulating Pishing on
Echo Lake (H. P. 1612) (L. D. 957)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
certain Piscataguis County Waters
(H. P. 1613) (L. D. 956)

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills
read the third time, Resolves read
the second time, all passed to be
engrossed and sent to the Senate.
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Amended Bills

Bill “An Act to Exempt the Amer-
ican National Red Cross and its lo-
cal Chapters from Municipal Tax-
ation” (S. P. 56) (L. D. 11)

Bill “An Act relating to the State
Boxing Commission” (S. P. 196) (L.

“An Act in regard to the
Waldo County Municipal Court” (S.
P. 248) (L. D. 404)

Were reported by the Committee
on Bilis in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed as amended and sent to the
Senate.

Passed to be Enacted
Emergency Measure

An Act to Provide for the Sur-
render by Silver Ridge Plantation
of its Organization (H. P. 1502) (L.
D. 81D

The SPEAKER: This bill, having
had its two several readings in the
Senate and having been passed to
be engrossed, having had its three
several readings in the House and
having been passed to be engrossed,
and having been reported by the
Committee on Engrossed Bills as
truly and strictly engrossed, is it
now the pleasure of the House that
it now be passed to be enacted?

This being an emergency measure,
it requires for its passage the af-
firmative vote of two-thirds of the
entire elected membership of this
House. All those in favor of the
passage of this bill fo be enacted
will rise and stand in their places
until counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had

One hundred and thirty-one hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
none in the negative, 131 keing more
than two-thirds of the entire elected
membership of the House, the bill
was passed to be enacted, signed by
the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

Passed to be Enacted

An Act to Dissolve Dexter and
Piscataguis Railroad Company (S.
P. 163) (L. D. 148)

An Act relating to Investment of
Trust Punds of the University of
Maine (S. P. 119) (L. D. 154)

An Act relating to Suffrage to
Qualified Voters in TUnorganized
Territory (8. P. 154) (L. D. 223)

An Act Amending the Charter of
the city of Augusta (S. P. 195) (L.
D. 286)
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An Act Enlarging the Powers and
Duties of the State Auditor (8.
431) (L. D. 823) .

An Act Providing for the Admin-
istration and Control of Baxter
State Park (H.P. 262) (L. D. 91)

An Act relating to Registration
Fees for Certain Motor Trucks (H.
P 312) (L. D. 12D) .

An Act relatirg to Absent Voting
(H. P. 338) (L. D. 139) .

An Act relating to the Taking of
Eels (H. P. 621) (L. D. 257)

An Act to Ratify and Make Valid
the Incorporation of Riverside
Lodge No. 12, Knights of Pythias
(H. P. 642) (L. D. 28)

An Act relating to the Construc-
tion of Branch Tracks by Railroad
Corporations (H. P. 680) (L. D. 235)

An Act to Define the Manner of
Election of Directors of Houlton
Water Company (H. P. 681) (L. D.
236)

An Act Authorizing the Northern
Water Company to Increase its
Capital Stock (H. P. 683) (L. D. 238)

An Act relatmg to Deputy Clerl:
of Courts in Penobscot County (H.
P. 684) (L. D. 239

An Act to amend the Charter of
Higgins Classical Institute (H. P.
1197) (L. D. 417

An Act to Extend the Charter of
the Patten Water and Power Com-
pany (H. P. 1198) (L. D. 418)

An Act Authorizing Penobscot
County Water Company to Obtain
and Maintain a Supply of Water
for its Corporate Purposes (H. P.
1332) (L. D. 596)

Were reported to the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be
enacted, signed by the Speaker and
sent to the Senate.

Bill On Its Passage To Be Enacted—
Amended

An Act to Amend the Charter of
the Hallowell Water District (H. P.
1505) (L. D. 765)

On motion by Mr. Morrison of
Water Harbor, the House voted to
suspend the rules to permit that
gentleman to move to reconsider the
passage of this bill to be engrossed;
and on further motion by the same
gentleman the House voted to re-
consider its action whereby this bill
was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. Morrison then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved iis
adoption.

House Amendment “A” to H, P.
1505, 1., D. 765, New Draft of L. D.
138, H. P. 351, Bill “An Act to
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Amend the Charter of the Hallowell
Water District.

Amend section 2 of said bill by
inserting in the 4th line from the
last after the word “be” the word
‘at’ and further amend said section
2 by inserting at the end of the
third from the last line after the
figure “$100” the word ‘each’.

House Amendment “A” was then
adopted, and the bill as amended
was passed to be engrossed in non-
concurrence and sent up for con-
currence.

Finally Passed

Resolve authorizing the Commis-
sioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game to Convey the Interest of the
State in Certain Land in Belgrade
(8. P. 98) (L. D. 126)

Resolve authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Convey Certain
Land to Maxime Albert of Sinclair
(H. P. 261) (L. D. 30

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Cumberland and York Counties (H.
P. 299) (L. D. 109)

Resolve Regulating Pishing in
Cumbkerland and York Counties (H.
P. 303) (L. D. 113)

Resolve Granting Authority to the
Forestry Department to Convey
Certain Land to J. C. Briggs of
Caribou (H. P. 322) (L. D. 122)

Resolve Granting Authority to the
Forestry Department to Convey
Certain Land to Stanley Hinch of
Danforth (H. P. 447) (L. D. 186)

Resolve Regulating Pishing in
Chase’s Mill Stream (. P. 471) (L.
D. 201

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Ross Pond (H. P. 627) (L. D, 263)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Hasting Pond (H. P. 629) (L. D. 265)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
goarigr;g Brook Pond (H. P. 805) (L.

. 31

Resolve Regulating Pishing in
XVatchic Pond (H. P. 812) (L. D.
25)

Resolve Regulating Fishing

Dead River in Orland (H. P. 815)
(L. D. 328)

Resolve Regulating PFishing in
Rat)tlesnake Pond (H. P. 816) (L. D.
329

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
g}ra;nger Pond (H. P. 817) (L. D.
30

Resolve Regulating Pishing in
Barker Pond (H. P. 818) (L. D. 331)
Resolve Regulating Fishing in
East and West Richardson Ponds, in
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Oxford County (H. P. 823) (L. D.
295)

Resolve Regulating Pishing in
Certain Waters (H. P. 824) (L. D.
296)

Resolve Regulating Fishing in

Alford’s Lake and Lermond’s Pond
(H. P. 1508) (L. D. 840) .

Were reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, Resolves finally
passed, signed by the Speaker and
sent to the Senate.

Resolve on its Final Passage
— Amended

Resolve Regulating Fishing in
Certain Lincoln County Waters (H.
P. 628) (L. D. 264)

On motion by Mrs. Grady of
Whitefield, the House voted to sus-
pend the rules to permit that gen-
tlewoman to move to reconsider the
passage of this resolve to be en-
grossed; and on further motion by
the same gentlewoman the House
voted to reconsider its action where-
by this resolve was passed to be
engrossed.

Mrs. Grady then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption.

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
628, L. D. 264, Resolve Regulating
Fishing in Certain Lincoln County
Waters.

Amend said resolve by striking
out in last line thereof “on April
1st each year” and inserting in place
thereof “from April 1st to Septem-
ber 30th each year.”

Thereupon, House Amendment
“A” was adopted, and the resolve
as amended was passed to be en-

grossed In non-concurrehce and
sent up for concurrence.
Orders ¢f the Day
On motion by Mr. Shesong of

Portland, the House voted to re-
consider its action of yesterday
whereby it passed to be engrossed
Bill “An Act relating to Sunday
Moving Pictures” (H. P. 5) (L. D.
4) as amended by Committee
Amendment “A” and House Amend-
ment “A”; and on further motion
by the same gentleman the bill was
tabled pending passage to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Leveque of
Lewiston it was voted that the
rules be suspended in order to per-
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mit that gentleman to present an
order out of order.

The same gentleman then pre-
sented the following order and
moved its passage:

ORDERED, the Senate concur-
ring, that an interim committee
shall be appointed from the mem-
bers of the Ninetieth Legislature as
follows: Three cn the part of the
Senate appointed by the President
thereof, and two on the part of the
House appointed by the Speaker
thereof. This committee shall study
the crowded conditions at the Au-
gusta State Hospital and confer
with the authorities in charge and
make such recommendations to any
special session of the Ninetieth Leg-
islature or to the Ninety-first Leg-
islature as seems advisable to it to
improve said conditions.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Lewis-
ton, Mr. Leveque.

Mr. LEVEQUE: Mr. Speaker and
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House:
It is high time something should
be done to remedy conditions over
here in the Augusta State Hospital.

You have just heard the report
of Dr. Tyson. It is unreasonable to
ask a man to do the impossible.
Two hundred and seventy-three pa-
tients that cannot be safely cared
for are in the hospital!

They talk of crowded conditions
in some of the public buildings in
the State. I will say most of them
can possibly get by even though
there may be some inconvenience.
But the insane asylum is different;
when a patient has to be admitted
some room has got to be found for
him, because he or she is in no fit
condition to be let loose. Therefore
I urge you to act, for there an
emergency does exist.

Mr. PAYSON of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, there is sometlking about
sitting in this seat that I am oc-
cupying this year that seems to
curdle an otherwise good disposi-
tion and makes the occupant get
in people’s hair all the time.

It is my feeling that I should op-
pose this order, not because I am
opposed to what the gentleman from
Lewiston (Mr. Leveque) wishes to
accomplish, but because I am op-
posed to the method whereby he is
attempting tc accomplish it.

. I can think of three joint stand-
ing committees already appointed in
this present Legislature who could
readily and properly handle the
problem here set up. There is, as
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a matter of fact, a Joint Standing
Committee on Insane Hospitals
which seems to be the natural com-
mittee to handle this problem. If
the gentleman wants a committee
to handle it during the session of
the Legislature, that committee is
entirely a proper one to handle the
matter. If he wants a recess com-
mittee, I doubt very much if he
creates it under this order, because
it is my impression that an order
only lasts during the life of the
Legislature and the life of the com-
mittee would expire on the ad-
journment of the Legislature. We
have joint standing committees that
should handle this work during this
period and we have the Legislative
Research Committee which will be
functioning during the recess period.
For that reason I move that the
order be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Payson, moves
that the order be indefinitely post-
poned. The question is on the mo-
tion of the genfleman from Port-
land. Mr. Payson that the order
be indefinitely postponed. All those
in favor of the indefinite postpone-
ment of the order will say aye;
those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed and the order was
indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Payson of Port-
land, the House voted to take from
the table the third tabled and un-
assigned matter, Joint Order Rel-
ative to Committee on Appropria-
tions and Pinancial Affairs report-
ing an estimate of appropriations
not later than first legislative day
in March (H. P. 1604) tabled by
that gentleman on February 19th,
pending passage.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Calais,
Mr. Murchie.

Mr. MURCHIE: Mr. Speaker and
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 90th
Legislature: I recognize fully the
deep interest that the Representa-
tive from Gorham (Mr. Gould) is
taking in the various matters be-
fore this Legislature, and I fully
recognize the fact that it was a
good intention that prompted him
to introduce an order calling for
the Appropriations Committee to
report to the Legislature. not later
than four o’clock in the afternoon
of the first Legislative day in March
of 1941, an estimate of the necessary
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appropriations for the ensuing bi-
ennium.

I desire to cooperate and I know
that the members of the Appropria-
tions Committee desire to cooperate
in every way possible to furnish the
members of this Legislature with all
available information pertaining to
the financial structure of the State.

I had in mind a certain written
document I planned to use in this
connection, thinking the matter
might be taken from the table sev-
eral days ago. I am going to follow
on and carry through with it, but
there may be cases where it may
seem to conflict with proposals I am
intending to make. I just want to
assure this House there never was
any intention in my mind to move
for the indefinite postponement of
this order. I am anxious to oop-
erate. I simply want to state the
case, and then I have two proposi-
tions, cne of which I hope you will
agree with me on and bring about.

It must, however, he realized that
the Appropriations Committee is
faced with a tremendous task in
presenting at this time even what
could be considered a fair estimate
of necessary appropriations. To give
you some idea of this, the Appro-
priations Committee has to hear
forty-one separate departments of
the State government, involving
over a hundred eighty-five separate
divisions an- institutions. This in
itself, you can well realize, involves
a great deal of time In order to se-
cure the complete p.cture of the
requests of the departments and the
action of the Appropriations Com-
mittee with reference to these re-
quests.

In addition to these fixed depart-
ments, divisions and institutions,
there are before this Legislature a
large number of Special Resolves
calling for the appropriation of
money for various activities in va-
rious sections of the State. All of
these bills likewise must be heard
before this Committee, and every
fact presented, and after the pre-
sentation these facts must be
weighed to determine whether or
not the appropriation requested is
justified and whether it is in the
province of this Committee to rec-
ommend such.

The Committee also cannot, under
any circumstances, report out ap-
propriations for the operation of
State government in excess of the
that that

revenues Committee
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knows will be available to meet such
appropriations.

You can see, therefore, that there
are a great number of underlying
factors that enter into the delibera-
tions of this Committee, and before
any intellicent decision can be ren-
dered, that all facts pertaining to
the financial structure of the State,
both from a standpoint of requested
appropriations and available reve-
nues, must be gknown.

If, however-—and this is what I
proposed to say a week ago, and it
still stands—recognizing these ob-
stacles tha! the Committee is con-
fronted with, this Legislature desires
a report to be brought before this
body along the lines of the order in-
troduced by the gentleman from
Gorham (Mr. Gould), understanding
fully that it cannot be an accurate
report, that it can be only a fair
estimate based upon the contention
that revenues will be made available
to meet the estimated recommenda-
tions, then I sh be glad, indeed,
to cocperate, as I have always tried
to, with the members of this Legis-
lature, in presenting all information
possible.

I mention these facts so that you
may know that the Committes on
Appropriations and Pinancial Af-
fairs is faced with a tremendous
task in furnishing to you at this
time information that would be of
real value to this body.

Now my two propositions are
these—and I would have advanced
them last week if I had had the
opportunity. One is that the Com-
mittee go on and bring you a more
or less definite report. It is not
possible in all cases to state just
what we propose to do, but we can
give you a pretty good idea of what
we probably have in our minds.

My second thought is that some-
time—TI doubt if we could bring it
about next week because I do not
think we have time—but sometime
the following week we have sort of
a caucus or meeting here and have
the “Pinance Minister,” who is the
Budget Officer, with us, and the
clerks of the Appropriation Com-
mittee and Budget Committee and
the members themselves, and have
each man bring in his own blue
book and go into these things and
tell you, touching every department,
what we feel we are going to be
called upcn to do. I promise you
either one of these procedures.

Mr. GOULD of Gorham: Mr.
Speaker, I believe that the object
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for whicl. the order was presented
has been accomplished and I there-
fore move the indefinite postpone-
ment of the order.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Gorham, Mr. Gould, moves the
indefinite postponement of the or-
der. The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Strong, Mr. Richard-
som.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the House: I am
not going to argue in favor or
against the motion made by the
gentleman from Gorham, Mr. Gould,
but I did sense one danger we are
drifting into from the remarks of
the gentleman from Calais, Mr.
Murchie.

If I understood his statement
correctly, it is not the intention of
the Committee on Appropriations
and Pinancial Affairs to bring out
its report until it knows exactly how
much revenue is available. In other
words, they are expecting the Com-
mittee on Taxation to report out all
the measures that have been re-
ferred to it. I submit that it is not
sound financial planning to call
upon the Taxation Committee to
act upon those tax measures until it
has first been demonstrated beyond
any reasonable doubt as to the
amount of revenue that is needed to
conduct the affairs of the State. I
believe that the Committee on Ap-
propriations and Pinancial Affairs,
because of the study and detail that
is necessarily involved, is the ore
bedy that can finally present to us
in concrete form exactly how much
revenue is available by virtue of
existing legislation and exactly how
much additional revenue is needed.
I sericusly doubt the wisdom of
playing the Committee on Appro-
priations and Financial Affairs on
the one hand and the Committee
on Taxation on the other into the
closing hours of this session when
we may, in the rush and haste of
adjourning, put over something that
is not going to meet the needs of
the State and which may possibly
provide more revenue than is ac-
tually needed.

I go along with this clear state-
ment made by the gentleman from
Calais, Mr. Murchie, but I still sub-
mit it would be better for the Leg-
islature to adjourn sometime in
March for a week, if necessary, in
order that this committee may bring
out beyond any question of chal-
lenge exactly how much they need
from the Committee on Taxation,
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and, once that thing is dumped into
our lap, it is our job to meet it; but
I do not helieve we want to coast
along here trying to bring out a rev-
enue policy for the State unless we
first know exactly how much we
have and how much we need. (Ap-
plause)

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of
the gentleman from Gorham, Mr.
Gould, that the order be indefinitely
postponed. Is it the pleasure of the
House that the order be indefinitely
postponed?

The motion prevailed and the or-
der was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Harvey of San-
gerville the House voted to take
from the table the second tabled
and unassigned matter, Bill “An Act
Relating to Taxation of Shore Prop-
erty in Wild Lands” (H. P. 1599)
(L. D. 924) tabled by that gentleman
on February 19th pending reference.

Mr. HARVEY: Mr. Speaker, I ncw
move that this bill be referred to
the Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Sangerville, Mr. Harvey, now
moves that this bill be referred to
the Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation. The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Hamp-
den, Mr. Briggs.

Mr. BRIGGS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This meas-
ure is purely and simply a taxation
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measure. It does not deal with State
lands; it deals withh private lands.
It does not deal with forest pres-
ervation; it deals with taxation. If
the Taxation Committee is to per-
form its function properly it should
have before it all taxation measures.
The Committee on Reference of
Bills in its wisdom referred this mat-
ter to the Committee on Taxation
and I believe this House should go
along with that committee, particu-
larly when they are right.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of
the gentleman from Sangerville, Mr.
Harvey, that this bill be referred to
the Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation. All those in
favor of the reference of this bill to
the Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation will say aye;
those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail.

On motion by Mr. Briggs, the bill
was referred to the Committee on
Taxation and sent up for concur-
rence.

The SPEAKER: If there are no
further matters to come before the
House under Orders of the Day, the
Clerk will read the notices.

On motion by Mr. Wallace of
Sanford,
Adjourned until ten o’clock to-

morrow morning.



