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HOUSE 

Thursday, March 28, 1929 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bradford 
of Hallowell. 

Journal of the previous S"lssion 
read and approved. 

Senate Bill in First Reading 
(S. P. 722) (S. D. 373) An act to 

provide for the forfeiture of lob
ster traps and other gear and ve
hicl"ls and ot'ler contrivances used 
in the several branches of lobster 
industry. 

From the Senate: Resolve in fa
vor of the Charles H. Cutter Coal 
Company of Boston, H. P. 1624, H. 
D. 642, which ~as passed to be ''In
gross"ld in the House March 13th. 

Comes from the Senate with Sen
ate Amendment A indefinitely 
postponed and the resolve passed to 
b"l engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment B in non-concur
rence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Kitchen of Presque Isle, that body 
voted to reconsider its action 
wheMby this resolve VIas passed to 
be engrossed, and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman the 
House concurred in the indefinite 
postPon"lment of Senate Amend
ment A. On further lI1otion by the 
same gentleman Senate Amend
ment B was adopted in concur
rence; and on further motion by 
the same gentlemen the Nsolve as 
amended by ~enate Amendment B 
was passed to be engrossed in con
currenee· 

From the Senat"l: Bill an act re
lating to the removal of snow from 
highways and town ways, H. P. 
1634, H. D. 660, which was passed 
to be engrossed in the House 
March 15th as amended by House 
Amendment A. 
Com~s from the Senate passed to 

be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendment A anr! Senate Amend
ment in non-concurrence. 

Tn th" House, that body voted to 
reconsider its action whereby this 
bill was passed to be engrossed, 
and further voted to adopt Senate 
Amendment A in concurrenc"l. and 
the bill as so amended was passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The following bill was received 
and upon Mcommendation of the 
committee on reference of bills was 
referred to the following commit
tee: 

Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs 

By Mr. Rounds of Portland: 
Resolve in favor of Edith Bissett. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Thatcher from the Commit

tee on Appropriations and Finan
cial Affairs reported ought not to 
pass on bill an act relating to the 
State Department of Health. (H. P. 
1524) (H. D. 547) 

Mr. Littlefield from same com
mitt"le reported same on Resolve in 
favor of an appropriation for the 
promotion of the welfare and hy
giene of maternity and childhood. 
(H. P. 1147) (H. D. 366) 

(Tabled by Miss Laughlin of 
Portland pending acceptance of re
port.) 

Same gentleman from sam"l com
mittee reported same on resolve in 
favor of scientific and practical in
vestigation of wind wheels and ro
tors for gen"lration of electricity for 
use on farms and an sailing yes
sels. (H. p. 1527) (H. D. 550) 

Mr. Stone from the Committee on 
Claims on resolve in favor of the 
town of Exet"lr for compensation 
(H. P. 230) (H. D. 73) reported 
that same be referred to the next 
Legislature. 

Mr. King from same committee 
reported same on resolve in favor 
of O. B- Frost Company of Augus
ta. Maine. (H. P. 765) (R. D. 232) 

Mr. Stone from same committee 
reported same on resolve in favor 
of O. B. Frost Company of Augus
ta, Maine. (R. P. 766) (H. D. 233) 

Sam"l gentleman from same com
mittee reported same on resolve in 
fa vor of the town of Stetson. (R. 
p. 782) (H. D. 214) 

Same gentleman from same com
mitt"le reported same on resolve to 
reimburse Reed Plantation for sup
port of D. S. Farrar, a person hav
ing no known settlement in the 
State. (H. P. 785) (H. D. 251) 

Mrs. Day from the Committee on 
Public Health reported same on 
bill an act to provide for the pay
ment of an annual license fee by 
apothecaries and for the dispOSition 
of fees received by the commis
sioners of pharmacy. (R. P. 1571) 
(H. D. 578.) 
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Mr. Hammond from the Commit
tee on Taxation on bill an act to levy 
an excise tax upon vehicles in this 
and other states (H. P. 1056) (H. D. 
340) reported tIl at legislation 
thereon is inexpedient. 

Mr. Sterling from same Commit
tee on bilI an act relating to the 
assessment of taxes on personal 
property. (H. P. 1442) (H. D. 497) 
reported ought not to pass as rUl
ing by the Attorney General re
pOorts Ullconstitutional. 

Mr. Bachelder from the Commit
tee on Ways and Bridges On re
solve in favor of the town of 
Farmington. (H. P. 690) reported 
that legislation thereon is inexped
ient as same is covered by another 
bill. 

Mr. Bachelder from same Com
mittee reported same on resolve in 
favor of the town of Warren. (H. 
P. 1608.) 

Mr. Bachelder from same Com
mittee on bill an act relating to 

raising money for roads. (H. P. 
1600) (H. D. 596) reported ought 
not to pass as it is taken care of 
by another bill. 

Mr. Hawkes from same Commit
tee on resolve in favor of the town 
of Harmony. (H. P. 495) repOorted 
that legislation thereon is inex
pedient as it is covered by another 
bill. 

Mr. Bachelder from same Com
mittee reported same on resolve in 
favor of the town of Island Falls 
for aid in the building of bridges. 
(H. P. 456.) 

Mr. Lowell from same Committee 
reported same on resolve in favor 
of the towns of Waterboro and 
Limerick for aid in the construction 
of a bridge. (H. P. 686.) 

Mr. Stone from the Committee on 
Claims, reported ought not to 
pass on resolve in favor of the town 
of Leeds for reimbursement. H. P. 
774) (H. D. 241.) 

Mr Littlefield from same Com
mittee reported same on resolve in 
favor of E. M. Wylie, for reim
bursement. (H. P. 788) (H. D. 254.) 

Mr. Stone from same Committee 
reported same on resolve to reim
burse the town of Rumford for 
support of James Ouillette. (H. P. 
764) (H. D. 231.) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on resolve to 
reimburse the town of Rumford for 

support of Edson Batcheldor. (H. P. 
763) (H. D. 230.) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on resolve to 
reimburse the town of Rumford for 
Support of the family of Harry 
Keyo. (H. P. 762) (H. D. 229.) 

Mr. Rounds from same Commit
tee reported same on resolve in 
favor of the town of Pembroke for 
reimbursement of amount expend
ed for the care and maintenance of 
Henry F. Sinclair, a State pauper. 
(H. P. 651) (H. D. 192.) 

Mr Perkins from same Commit
tee reported same on resolve In 
favor of George H. Starret com
pensating him for damages. (H. P. 
769) (H. D. 236.) 

Mr Stone from same Committee 
reported Sflme on resolve in favOor 
of the town of Linneus in Aroos
took County for aid in the support 
of Jea nnette Stymest and her five 
minor children, the family of 
Phineas Stymest, a State pauper. 
(H. P i86) (H. D. 252.) 

Mr. Milliken from the Committee 
on [nte,rior Waters reported same 
on bill an act to control the pol
lution of inland waters. (H. P. 
1541) (H. D. 559.) 

Mr. Blaisdell from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs reported same on 
bill an act to amend Section 4 of 
Chapter 211 of the Public Laws of 
1921. relating to motor vehicles. (H. 
P. 1567) (H. D. 575.) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
authorizing towns to establish 
water districts within their terri
torial limits. (H. P. 1554) (H. D. 
568.) 

Mr. Jacl, from same Committee 
reported same on bill an act to 
amend Chapter 65 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to causes for di
vorce. (H. P. 1560) (H. D. 569.) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating tn legal voters of municipal 
and village corporations. -(H. P. 
1563) (H. D. 602.) 

Mr. Peacock from same Commit
tee reported same on bill an act 
regulating the supervision of public 
dances (H. P. 1558) (H. D. 649.) 

Mr. Sargent from same Cnmmit
tee reported same on bilI an act 
relating to the registration of mo
tor vehicles. (H. P. 857) (H. D. 
280.) 
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Mr. Sargent from same Commit
tee reported same on bill an act 
authorizing the town oj Corinna·to 
raisE' money for the CO"inn" Union 
Academy. (H. P. 103.) 

Mr. Burkett from the Committee 
on PensionH reported same on bi 11 
an act to provide an old age pen
sion. (H. P. 1570) (H. D. 576.) 

(Tabled by 1\1 r. Peacock uf Head
field pending acceptance of the re
port) 

Mr. Libby frort) the Committee 
on Public Health reported same on 
bill an act to define the powers of 
public heaith boards. (R. P. 1276) 
(R. D. 433.) 

Mr. Burkett from the Committee 
on Hevision of Statutes ""ported 
same on bill an act relative to 
jurisdiction of appliC'ations for na
turalization (R. P. 1487) (B. D. 
522.) 

Mr. ""'illiamson from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to moose. (B. P. 1280) (H. 
D. 437.) 

Mr. Locke from the Committee on 
Taxation reported same on biJl an 
act to raise an excise tax on cor
porations organized for making 
generating, selling, distributlllg and 
supplying electricity OJ' electl'ic 
current for power, lighting, heating, 
rnanufaeturing or mechanical pur
poses (R. P. 1492) (H. D. 527.) 

Mr. Webster from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an 
act to provide an excise tax on 
tobacco products. (H. P. 1606) 
(H. D. 598) 

Mr. Jackson from same Com
mittee reported same on bill aI1l 
act to amend Chapter 184 of Pub
lic Laws of 1921 as amended to 
make the provisions of said chap
ter applicable to freight by motor 
vehicles and to impose an excise 
tax on motor vehicles subject to 
the Public Utilities Commission. 
(B. P. 1287) (B. D. 428) 

Mr. Bachelder from same Com
mittee reported same on bilI all! 
act relating to State and State Aid 
Highways. (H. P. 1444) (H. D. 
499) 

Reports read and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Carleton from the Committee 
On Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs on resolve appropriating 
money to be used in repair and 
betterment of Bangor State Arsenal 
property in Bangor which is a 

State park (H. P. 285) 
same in a new draft (B. 
under same title ane: that 
to pass. 

reported 
P. 1710) 
it ought 

:\Tr. Holbrook from same Com
mittee on resolve for pay and ex· 
penses of wardens of sea and shore 
fisheries (S. P. 637) (S. D. 274) re
ported same in a new draft (B. P. 
1711) under title of resolve for pay 
and expenses of wardens of sea 
and shore fisheries and purchase 
of seed lobsters and that it ought 
to pass. 

1\11'. Jacobs from same Committee 
on resolve providing for the ex
penses of the contest over the elec
tion as Representative to the 
Legislature from the towns of Dix
field, Hebron, Hartford, Sumner, 
Bucksfield, Canton (H. P. 721) re
ported same in a new draft (B. p, 
1715) under same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

1\lr. Bisbee from same Commit
tee on resolve in favor of The 
Maine School for the Deaf (B. P. 
284) reported same in a new draft 
(B. P. 1716) under same title and 
that it ought to pass. 

lVIr. Jacobs from same Commit
tee on resolve in favor of an arm .. 
ory for the city of Bangor (B. P. 
757) (H. D. 224) reported same in 
a new draft (H. P. 1717) under 
same title and that it ought to 
pass. 

Mr. Thatcher from same Com
mittee on resolve in favor of 
Nordica Memorial Association (H. 
P. 579) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1712) under same 
title and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Carleton from same Com
mittee on resolve in favor of the 
Bath Military and Naval Orphan 
Asylum (H. P. 580) reported same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1713) under 
same title and that it ought to 
pass. 

Same gentleman from same 
Committee on resolve in favor of 
the State Board of Mothers' Aid 
(H. P. 1526) (H. D. 549) reported 
same in a new draft (B. P. 1714) 
under same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

Mr. Holbrook from same Com
mittee on the following resolves: 

Resolve in favor of St. Joseph's 
Orphanage. (R. P. 12) 

Resolve in favor of Healy Asy
lum. (H. P. 14) 

Resolve in favor of Maine Mis-
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sion for the Deaf, Bangor. (H. P. 
48) 

Resolve in favor of Temporary 
Home for Women and Children at 
Portland, Maine. (H. P. 117) 

Resolve appropriating money for 
the Bangor Anti-Tuberculosis As
sociation, Bangor, Maine (H. P. 
119) 

Resolve in favor of Home for 
Aged Women, Belfast. (H. P. 
227) 

Resolve in favor of Maine In
stitute for the Blind for Experi 
mental work in home teaching. 
(H. P. 281) 

Resolve in favor of the Maine 
Institute for the B:ind for repairs 
to buildings. (H. P. 282) 

Resolve in favor of Good Sa-
maritan Home, Bangor. (H. P. 
378) 

Resolve in favor of Waldo Coun
ty General Hospital, Belfast. (H. 
P. 648) 

Resolve in favor of the Chil
dren's Aid Society of Maine. (S. 
P. 44) 

Resolve in favor of Home for 
Aged Women, Rockland. (S. P. 
90) 

Resolve in favor' of York Coun
ty Children's Aid Society, Saco. 
(S. P. 128) 

Resolve in favor of Eastern 
Maine Orphans Hom" (S. P. 
189) 

Resolve in favor of St. Eliza
beth's Roman Catholic Asylum 
and Holy Innocents' Home for In
fants. (S. P. 191) 

Resolve in favor of St. Louis 
Home and School for Boys. (S. 
P. 193) 

Resolve in favor of Children's 
Heart Work Society of Maine. (S. 
P. 456) 

Resolve in favor of Maine Chil
dren's Home Scciety. (S. P. 670) 
reported same in a new draft (H. 
P. 1718) under title of resolve in 
favor of charitable and benevolent 
institutions for care and support of 
certain persons and that it ought 
to pass. 

Mrs. Folsom from the Commit
tee on Education on resolve in favor 
of a teacher's pension for E. E. Col
bath of Exeter (H. P. 799) reported 
same m a new draft (H. P. 1708) 
undf'r same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

Mr. Burkett from the Commit
tee on Military Affairs on bill an 

act amending the military law (H. 
P . .1436) (H. D. 503) reported same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1719) under 
same title and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Dudley from the Committee 
on Public Health on bill an act re
quiring teachf'rs to file a health 
certificate (H. P. 1277) (H. D. 434) 
reported same in a new draft (H. P. 
1709) under title of an act requir
ing teachers and janitors to file a 
health certificate and that it ought 
to pass. 

Reports read and accepted and 
the new drafts ordered printed un
der the Joint Rules. 

Mr. Littlefield from the Commit
tee on Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs reported ought to pass on 
bill an act providing for the dis
tribution of national forest funds 
received from the United States (H. 
P. 1042) (H. D. 333) 

Report read and accepted and the 
bill having already been printed 
was read twice under suspension of 
the rules and tomorrow assigned. 

Majority Report of the Committee 
on Sea and Shore Fisheries on bill 
an act to provide a bounty on seals 
(H. P. 1583) (H. D. 586) reporting 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1720) 
under same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. SLOCUM of Cumberland 

CAMPBELL of Washing
ton 

-Of the Senate 
BOYNTON of So. Port

land 
MANSFIELD of Jones-

port 
BUTLER of Bath 
FORD of Brooklin 
KANE of Addison 
ST. CLAIR of Rockland 

-Of the House 
Minority report of same Commit

tee reporting ought not to pass on 
same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. LITTLEFIELD of York 

-Of the Senate 
RUMILL of Tremont 

-Of the House 
(00 motion by M,r. Rumill of Tre

mont both reports tabled, pending 
acceptance of either, and 500 copies 
of the new draft ordered print
ed; and on further motion by the 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, :.\IARCH 28 697 

same gentleman specially assigned 
for Friday, M,uch 29.) 

Majority report of the Committees 
on Ways and Bridges and Taxation 
jointly reporting ought not to pass 
on bill an act relating to a tax on 
gasoline (H. P. 1224) (H. D. 412) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing rnembers: 
Messrs. BOND of Lincoln 

LELAND of Piscataquis 
DUNBAR of Hancock 
DOUGLAS of Hancock 

Mrs. CARTER of Androscoggin 
Messrs. NICKERSON of Waldo 

-Of the Senate 
BACHELDER of St. George 
HAWKES of Standish 
JONES of Winthrop 
MERRILL of Dover-Fox-

croft 
HATHAWAY of Milo 
STERLING of Caratunk 
LOCKS of Biddeford 
MORSE of Rumford 
HAMMOND of Van Buren 
WEBSTER of Auburn 

-Of the House 

Minority report of same Commit·· 
tees reporting ought to pass on 
same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow·· 
ing members: 
Messrs. KITCHEN of Presque Isle 

JACKSON of Portland 
LOWELL of Lincoln 

-Of the House 
On motion by Mr. Bove of Naples, 

both reports tabled pending accept·· 
ance of either. 
First Reading of Printed Bills andl 

Resolves 
(H. P. 865) (H. D. 761) An act. 

relating to Penobscot Council In
corporated, Boys Scouts of America, 
Bangor and Brewer, Maine. 

(H. P. 1703) (H. D. 762) An act 
in relation to the Maine School for 
the Deaf. 

(H. P. 1704) (H. D. 764) an act 
in relation to the State Military and 
Naval Children's Home. 

(H. P. 1706) (H. D. 763) An act 
relating to the establishment of 
residence for certain purposes. 

(H. P. 1705) (H. D. 765) An act 
to simplify procedure in municipal 
or police courts. 

(H. P. 1698) (H. D. 766) Resolve 
in favor of Edward J. Carroll and 
Alice Janet Carroll. 

(H. p. 1700) (H. D. 767) Resolve 

appropriating money for the pay
ment of expenses of Tancerede 
Morin, an employee of the stat"l 
Highway commission. 

(H. P. 1701) (H. D. 768) Resolve 
in favor of Frank E. Downes. 

(E. P. 1702) (H. D. 769) Resolve 
in favor of H. H. Havey and estate 
of Bradbury Smith iv reimburse
ment for loss on Stat"l Highway 
contract. 

(H. p. 1691) (H. D. 751) An act 
relating to the regular sessions of 
County Commissioners of Hancock 
County. 

(H. P. 1692) (H. D. 752) An act 
relating to the time and place of 
holding the Commissioners' Court 
in York County. 

(H. P. 1693) (H. D. 753) An act 
relating to the consolidation of 
corporations. 

(H. P. 1694) (H. D. 754) Resolve 
to modify the conditions of the gift 
from B. C. Jordan to the State of 
Maine for the purpose of encourag
ing cultivation of forests. 

(H. P. 1695) (H. D. 755) Resolve 
to pay certain deficiencies. 

(H. P. 1696) (H. D. 756) R"lsolve 
in favor of H. E. Houdlette, admin
istrator of the 1<]state of Benjamin 
Owen Emmons, late of Richmond, 
county of Sagadahoc, deceased. 

(Tabled by Mr. Burkett of Port
land pending assignment for second 
reading and specially assigned un
der "Orders of the Day" today.) 

(H. P. 1697) (H. D. 757) Resolve 
in relation to the completion of the 
seventh revision of the General and 
Public Laws and appointing a 
Commission,"r therefor and a Com
mission. 

(H. P. 1690) (H. D. 750) Resolve 
in favor of screening Whetstone 
Pond. or Sylvan Lake, so called. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(S. P. 373) (S. D· 157) An act 

relating to damage suits brought 
against towns and counties ,on 
SUlte and State Aid Highways. 

(S. P. 440) «S. D. 180) An act 
relating to licenses of small loan 
agencies by the Bank Commission
er. 

(S. P. 622) (S. D. 291) An act 
concerning financial responsibility 
for damages caused by the opera
tion of motor vehicles. 

(S. P. 675) (S. D. 337) An act to 
re-establish the town line between 
the towns of Hancock and La
moine. 

(S. P. 718) (S. D· 370) An act to 
provide for the inspection of inter-
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nal combustion engin'2l fuel and lu
bricating oils. 

(S. P. 719) (S. D. 377) An act re
lating to deposits in the names of 
two or more persons, in banks, in
stitutions for savings, trust com
panies. or shares in loan and build
ing associations. 

(Tabled by Mr. Burkett of Port
land pending third reading and 
specially assign'2ld for Tuesday, 
April 2. 

(S. P. 720) (S. D. 371) An act to 
amend Sections 41, 44, 45, 53 nd 54 
of Chapter 18 of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to optometry. 

(Tabled by Mr. lYing of Kingfield 
pending third reading and specially 
assigned for tomorrow morning) 

(S. P. 721) (S. D. 372) An act re
laUng- tu lobster licenses. 

(S. 1'. 723) (S. D. 374) An act t.) 
amend the Public Laws of 1923, 
Chapter 87, relating to lobster li-
censes, 

(S. 1'. n4) (S. D. 378) An act to 
mal<e uniform the method of com
puting intt'rest on savings accounts 
in trus;t eornpanies, sayings bank~ 
and na t ional banks. 

(S. 1'. 726) (8. D. 379) An act re
lating to 1 he protection of children. 

(Tabled by Mr. Locke of Bidde
ford pending third reading and spe
cially assigned for 'Vednesday, 
April 3) 

(II. P. 321) (H. D. 96) An act to 
establish a ParI, Commission of the 
city of South Portland. 

(Tabled by Mr. Burl,ett of Port
land pending third reading, and spe
cially ass;gned for tomorrow morn
ing) 

(II. P. 618) (II. D. 742) An act 
relating to the salary of the .Judge 
of Probate in the Aroostook county. 

(H. 1'. 695) (H. D. 74~) An act 
relating t<l the salary of the Munici
pal Court Recorder of Sanford. 

(H. P. 1223) (H. D. 408) An act 
relating to the removal of snow from 
highways and town ways. 

(On motion by Mr. Aldrich of 
Topsham tabled pending passage to 
be engrossed and specially assigI,ed 
for tomorrow morning.) 

(H. 1'. 1433) (II. D. 494) An act 
defining the crime of burglary with 
exvlosives and prt,viding the puni~h
ment therefor. 

(H. P. 1441) (H. D. 744) An act 
increasing the 8alary of the evUIl ty 
attorney of vValuo county. 

(H. P. 1474) (H. D. 516) An act 
to author;ze the city of Lewiston to 
issue its bonds to the amount of 

$51,000 to refund its bonds now out
slandh1g and maturing in the year 
1930. 

(H. P. 1488) (H. D. 523) An act 
relative to attachment of property 
mortgaged or pledged. 

(H. P. 1489) (H. D. 524) An act 
relative to interest and mortg''tg''R on 
loans on personal property. 

(H. P. 1572) (H. D. 579) An act 
with reference to tuberculous pris
oners. 

(H. P. 1660) (II. D. 695) An act 
to am0nd the charter of the City of 
"'estbrool,. in reference to reducing 
the number of its Aldermen, and in
creasing the time of their office as 
\\'ell as that of the :-Iayor and Board 
of Assessors. 

(E. P 1683) (.H. D. 745) An ~ct 

making it unlawful for depositing 
~av:dust in the 1imit~ of the highway, 

(II. P. 1684) (H. D. 746) An act 
rela ling to the saJa.r}' of the Sberiff 
of Oxford County. 

(H. F. 1685) (H. D. 747) An act 
relating to the salary of the Coun
ty Commissioners in Oxford Coun
ty. 

(H. P. 1686) (H. D. 748) An ~ct 
relating to the salary and clerk 
hire of the Register of Probate in 
Aroostook County. 

(H. P. 1687) (H. D. 749) An act 
r'2llating to the Western Washing
ton :.vlunicipal Court. 

(S. P. 629) (S. D. 376) Resolve 
providing for a State Pension for 
Charles Brown of Liberty. 

(S. P. 691) (S. D. 367) Resolve 
providing for the purchase of "Mu
sic and Musicians of Maine." 

(S. P. 556) (S. D. 223) An act in 
relation to the rights of creditors 
and ben",ficiaries under policies of 
life and accident insurance and un
der annuity contracts. 

On motion by Mrs. Gay of Wal
doboro, the rules were suspended, 
and the members allowed to smok~. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The Chair pre

sents the first matter today 'assign
ed, majority report ought to pass 
in new draft and minority Nport 
ought not to pass, from the com
mittee on Legal Affairs on bill an 
act to create the Department of Fi
nance, the new draft of the bill be
ing House Paper 1666, H. D. 735, 
both reports having been tabled on 
March 22 by the gentleman from 
Lisbon Falls, Mr. Jack, pending the 
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acceptance of either; and the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman. 

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, since 
July 1st, 1870, the state of Maine 
has had what has been known as 
an Insurance Commissioner and a 
Banking Commissioner. So far as 
I have been able to learn, there 
never had been any criticism rela
tive to the functionlng of either 
Department. In a list that has re
cently been issued, I have only 
been able to find four states out of 
the forty-eight that ilave combined 
the two Departments. 

Under this biII "the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the! 
council, shall appoint a commis
sioner of finance and insurance, 
who shall llOld his office for a term 
of four years, 01' until his succes
sor in office has been appointed and 
qualified, subject to nmoval at any 
time by the appointing power and 
shall not, during the term of his 
office hold any office in any banI, 
or any insurance company doing 
llUsincss within the Sia te." 

"Sect.~. The commissioner of fi
nance and insurance appointed in 
accordance with the provisions of 
section one hereof shall upon his 
appointment assume all the duties 
and have all the powers heretofore 
r'equired of or vested in the bank 
commissioner and the insurance 
commissioner, except as hereinafter 
provided anel tIle department shall 
be l,nown as the department of fi
nance and insurance. He shalI ap
point two deputies, one to be 
known as the bank deputy and one 
as the insurance deputy, to either 
of whom he may delegate any of 
his duties or powers, who shall hold 
office during his pleasure. 

Sect. 3. The annual salaries of 
th'" commissioner of finance and in
surance and of the deputies herein
before provided shall be fixed by 
the governor and council but shaJI 
not exceed six thousand dollars for 
the commissioner nor four tllOUS
and dollars each for the deputies. 

Sect. 4. Section one of chapter 
fifty-two, section eighty-three of 
chapter fifty-three aLd sections 
eighteen and nineteen of chapter 
one hundred and seventeen of the 
reYised statutes and all acts 
amendatory thereof or additional 
thereto are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 5. The deputy known as the 
insurance deputy and so designat
ed shall perform the duties and r<:l
ceive the salary formerly pertain-

ing to the office of insurance com
missioner as a member of the in
dustrial accident commission and 
said salary shall be considered in 
determining his total salary as 
hereinbefore provided." 

Now under Section two the pro
posed law states that "he shall ap
point two deputies * * * who shall 
hold office during his pleasure." I 
want to emphasize that. 

Secondly, under section four 
there are several sections of the 
Revised Statutes repealed. I will 
comment on that later. 

At the present time the salary of 
the Insurance Commission<:lr is 
$3,500 and the salary of the Bank
ing Commissioner is $5,000, making 
a total expense of $8,500. Assum
ing that what. has happened in the 
past will happen in the future, we 
hay," a right to suppose that under 
the new bill one of the new offi
cials will draw $6,000 and the oth
ers $4,000 eacll, which equals $14,-
000, or an a.lditional expense to the 
State of $8,500. 

Here is a proposition that 
\',~ant to call to your attention. The 
insurance and banking statutes 
now under process of expensive 
re\'ision will be complicated by 
confusion of powers to be confer
l'ed on such official. Secondly, it 
will practically double the ex
pense for tho taxpayers of the 
Stale of Maine. Thirdly, the prin
ciple is old fashioned and top
heavy as it was once tried before 
July 1st, 1870, and almndoned if I 
read the records correctly. The 
office will be purely political, fur
nishing a reward for political ser
vices and providing a means to 
control the highly salaried head 
by threat of removal or promise of 
special fayor. 

By the repeal of Section 83 of 
Chapter 53 of the Revised Stat
utes the Insurance Commissioner 
is n~t required to keep an office at 
the State House. He cannot ad
minister oaths in performance of 
emergency duties, and is not obli
gated by statute to provide a bond 
or account for moneys received as 
outlined in the new bill. At the 
present time, if I am correctly in
formed, he files a bond for ten 
thousand dollars. The new bill 
does not provide for that. 

There is nothing in common in 
the insurance and banking depart
ments. I assume that there are 
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insurance men here and I assume 
that there are banking men here. 
One may know insurance and an
other man may know banking, but 
I am quite positive, in my opinion 
at least, that I have never met a 
man yet who knew both. One' 
regulates savings banks, trust 
companies and building and loan 
associations-purely a State func
tion-and the other is responsible 
for the solvency of insurance 
companies-now OVer 500'-a n d 
these companies are largely citi
zens of other states, subject to 
retaliatory civil, as well as Fed
eral, laws. 

Salaries of commissioners of de
partments should be fixed by the 
Legislature and not subject to 
bid or bargaining by the Gover
nor and Council. This bill fixes 
only a maximum and may be re
duced at any time with the effect 
of violating the provisions for dis
missal of Sta te officials under 
their constitutional rights. In 
other words, the maximum for the 
deputies is $4,000 each. It does not 
say that they will have to pay 
that and it does not say that 
that sum cannot be reduced at any 
time and for practically any pur
pose. 

Now I would like to call your 
attention to the fact that there 
was not a banking man who ap
peared before 0 u l' committee 
neither was there an insurance 
man. The only party who did ap
pear was the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase, and he ad
mitted himself that the proposi 
tion was only an experiment; and 
after having had some thirty 
years' experience in law as well 
as insurance, from my V13wpoint 
it was an experiment, and ex
perimenting wit h governmental 
powers that have been function
ing properly and satisfactorily 
since July 1st, 1870-a little larger 
undertaking than I care to as
sume responsibility for. There
fore, 'I move indefinite postpone
ment of the bill. 

The SPEAKER: The gentle-
man from Lisbon Falls, moves the 
indefinite postponement of the bill. 
Is the House ready for the ques" 
tion? 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker, this bill is a pretty 
good bill as it seems to me. Pos-

sibly the effect of the argument 
was minimized by my knowledge 
that the facts presented were not 
facts at all. The gentleman has 
made several mistakes in his fig
ures as to the expense which I 
would like to correct in the first 
instance; or rather let me say. 
that the new draft which he read 
to the House and stated that it 
was the original bill presented to 
the committee was not the original 
bill which was presented. 

Now this bill creates a com
missioner of finance and insur
ance who would have under him 
two deputies, each presumably a 
specialist, one a specialist in 
banking and one a specialist in 
insurance. The proposition is not 
presented as an economy measure, 
but there is one thing about it, it 
will not cost any more that I can 
see. The proposition is to make 
a start toward simplification of the 
State government and consolida
tion of some of these forty-five de
partments of the State. The Fed
eral Department only has nine or 
ten departments. The State of 
New York has only thirty six, but 
this State, by constant additions, 
has run it up to around forty
five departments. Now every de
partment head has to have a 
room, has to have clerks, and we 
are talking now about enlarging 
the State House to make room for 
mono offices to accommodate more 
pubHc officials. Men who have 
been for years familiar with the 
administration of the State gov
ernment say that something should 
be done to bring under fewer 
heads theSe numerous activities 
and this proposition is a start in 
that direction. It is not con
templated to start in with a 
wholesale reform movement and 
that would not be right from an 
economic or political standpoint. 
It would be like sticking your 
nose into a hornet's nest to do 
that. This is just an effort to con
solidate two departments which 
have much in common. If there is 
a point in this movement for 
simplification and consolidation, 
this is a start in that direction. It 
is not an experiment and it is 
perfectly easy to see that such a 
proposition would work out favor
ably. 

At the present time the State 
has three offiCials who are in-
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volved in this change,-not neces 
sarily any change in personnel, 
but whose titles would be changed 
or whose salaries might be chang
ed or who might be affected in 
some manner. One is the Banking 
Commissioner, who receives $5,000 
a year, one is the Deputy Bank 
Commissioner, who receives $3,250 
a year and the Insurance Commis
sioner, who receives $2,500 salary 
from that office and $1,000 from 
the Industrial Accident Commis
sion, making a present expend
iture, according to the figures 
furnished yesterday by the State 
Auditor, of $11,750 and not $8,500 
as the gentleman (Mr. Jack) stat
ed. 

Now the maximum, if anybody is 
willing to assume that the Governor 
and Council are going to pay the 
ma,ximum salaries, under this bill is 
six, four and foul'. That is $14,000 
to, replace-

Mr, JACK: Mr. Speaker, do I not 
have a right to correcL an error 
at this time? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Jack, may 
reply to the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth at the proper time, but 
that gpntleman now has the floor. 

Mr. CHASE continuing: That is 
a maximum .)1' $14,000 to replace 
$11,7iiO. Now if the Governor and 
Council in their wisdom should 
decide that they could get a Com
missioner of Finance and Insurance 
for $5.000. and if they could get two 
deputies for $250 a year more than 
they dre paying the Bank Deputy 
now, t:jat w0uld reduce the salary 
list to $12,000. 

You cut out the necessity of one 
office, and when you get rid of an 
office YOll get rid of all the equip
ment tliat gUtS witl! it. You afford 
an opportunity of bringing together 
two groups of clerical help. There 
is a possibility of eliminating one 
stenographer and possibly more. 
You bring about some common fa
cilities all of which save expense. 
The item of rent alone, if you can 
figure it on the basis of an invest
ment by this State, would a good 
deal more than make up the differ
ence; but the proposition is to 
make a start at simplification and 
consolidation. 

When the gentleman from Lis
bon Falls (Mr. Jack) stated that 
this would cost $8,500 additional and 

that the salaries were $8,500, he 
gave two figures that add up to 
$17,000, and I cannot reconcile that 
with any figure in the world. It is 
iflJpossible, therefore. t,· attempt to 
reply to it because the maximum 
figure considered here is $14,000. 
Under this bill all the doings of the 
Banking Commissioner and Insur
ancp (commissioner are passed on 
to the Commissioner 0f Finance 
and Insurance. 

'rhe last section says that wher
ever "the statutes Use the wonts 
'bank commissionl::-ro or 'insul'anl.'e 
commissioner'" those words shall 
be amended to read 'commissioner 
of finance and insurance,' etc.; so 
that so far as the bond is con
cerned, the insurance commission
er has to give a bond now and the 
new official will have to give a 
bond. 

You will perhap~ J "call that in 
his inaugural message ,he GC'"ern
or suggested that some steps should 
be takpn to bring about some con
solidation and simplification; :t 
think he said something along this 
line as a start. It is not a proposi
tion to create a new job and no 
politics are involved. You can see 
that because it is a proposition 
which makes fewer that are ap
pointive. I think that it is a good 
[)ill and nothing which has been 
said has changed rny mind in any 
manner in regard to it and I hope it 
wil] pass. 

lVIrs. FOLSOM of Norridgewock: 
lVIr. Speaker, I frankly admit that I 
know nothing of politics, yet being 
one who must vote on this matter, 
I hope I may be forgiven for ex
pressing an opinion. I should like 
to say that nine out of ten of the 
committee reported ought to pass 
on this matter and for that reason 
it certainly should receive favorable 
consideration. Also since the Gov
ernor would like us to try to make 
a move toward consolidation of 
some of these departments, why not 
stand behind him, particularly since 
he is the elected leader of our State 
policies, elected by a majority of 
our citizens. (Applause) 

Mr. PERHAM of West Paris: Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday I spoke against 
the consolidation of the State Pris
on and the Men's and Women's Re
fONTIatories because the measure 
had in it clauses in regard to the 
transfer of inmates. I would like 
to say this morning that I am in 
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favor of this consolidation of the 
Departments of Banking and Insur
ance because I believe it is a busi
ness matter entirely, and it seems 
to me the simplest proposition we 
can consider in regard to consoli
dation. I believe that some start 
should be made somewhere and that 
the simplest proposition be taken 
first. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
Speaker, may I ask the gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth (Mr. Chase) 
what are the similarities between 
these two departments which it is 
proposed to consolidate? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase, 
may reply to the gentleman if he 
desires to do so. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, the 
only similarity which is entirely 
clear is that both are business reg
ulation departments. There are a 
great many men who understand 
the general principles of banking, 
insurance and other matters of 
similar character. There is no 
reason that I can see why one man 
administrating through deputies 
who are specialists cannot carryon 
the work of these departments, and 
possibly later on of other depart
ments of the State, as well or bet
ter than they are carried on now. 

Mr. STURTEVANT of East Liv
ermore: :1\11'. Speaker, I fully agree 
with the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth (Mr. Chase) that there 
should be some attempt towards 
consolidation of some of our State 
departments, but it does not appear 
to me that this is the place in 
which to begin. Yesterday we re
fused to combine several institu
tions under one head that were al
lied. Here we are taking two sep
arate depal tments that are entirely 
separate and have nothing what
ever to do with each other and are 
trying to put them under one head. 
These are both important depart
ments of our State and both are 
growing rapidly; and I submit to 
you that there is no more import
ant department in our whole State 
make-up than the Banking Depart
ment and it should have a compe
tent man at its head who should 
give his entire time to it, and I be
lieve the State is able to maintain 
such a department separately. 

Mr. TAYLOR of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker and Members of the House: 

This bill is different from some of 
the consolidations that have been 
spoken of. This is not strictly an 
eco.nomic measure, and I myself do 
no.t raise an objection to the salary 
increase. I come here with an open 
mind to consider whether this is a 
proper measure at this time. It is 
efficiency that concerns me more 
than the economy of the office it
self because efficiency is the key
note of eco.nomy. I know but very 
little abo.ut insurance except that I 
carry a little myself; but insurance 
and banking are matters of great 
impo.rtance to the financial struc
ture of the State and the adminis
tration of the same through our 
State department is' necessary for 
its success. I think we should give 
fair consideration to what changes 
we should make. 

In regard to the banks of our 
State, I have talked with some 
members representing the banks 
and so.me of them have informed 
me that theY' did not feel that they 
are getting adequate service from 
the Banking Department or the 
Bank Commissioner; not that the 
Bank Commissio.ner is not making 
every effort for the administration 
of its affairs, but, through lack of 
field workers and time, they are 
unable, as they claim, to give such 
exa.ninatio.ns as the bank represen
tatives would like to have made. 
'l'herefore, if there must be an in
crease in the office of either de
partment, and it is proper that it 
should be so., I think it might well 
be along the line of assisting the 
bank representatives or the Bank 
Commissio.ner in the better per
formance of his duties. Some 
banks that I have learned about 
their failure might not have oc
curred, Dr have been so great, had 
they been properly examined. 

Therefore in regard to the report 
there is a little misunderstanding 
in that, and I wish to voice my sen
timents that unless there is some 
further explanation that will clarify 
the situation as to. the efficiency of 
this measure, I am in favo.r of the 
indefinite postponement of the 
same. 

Mr. PEACOCK of Readfield: Mr. 
Speaker, I take this opportunity to 
correct an error. The original bill 
came before our committee for 
hearing and the only gentleman 
who appeared in its behalf was the 
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gentleman from Cape Elizabeth, Mr, 
Chase, He said at that time that 
he thought it was only an experi
ment and he could not say that it 
was in the interests of economy, 
That bill was not reported to this 
House, Subsequently this new 
draft was reported and I found that 
mv name was attached to a ma
jo~ity report. It was written on the 
report but not by me nor by anyone 
authorized by me, Hence the mem
ber from Norridgewock (Mrs. Fol
som) is laboring under a misappre
hension as to the fact that nine 
favored and one opposed. 

I am not going to discuss the 
merits of the bill. They have been 
discussed already. I simply leaye 
it with this explanation of how my 
name got on to the report. 

:\1l'. BLAISDELL of Franklin: 
:\lr. Speakel', I am not an insurance 
man and I am not a banker, and 
how I should \'ote on this matter I 
must learn from insurance men and 
from bankers who are speaking now 
in tllis House. One of the men who 
has spoken thi:s 1110I'ning I alTI in
formed is a pro<ninent banker of this 
State, the gentleman from East 
LiYf'.rll1ore, lUt·. Sturtevant; and, 
through the Speaker. I would like to 
ask that gpntleman if, from his 
kno\\'if'c'ige of banking, the depart
ment of insurance and the depart
ment of banking are so closely al
lied with one another that he is 
familial' with men thl'oughout the 
State who are proficient in both of 
those depart<nents. 'l'hrough the 
Speaker I ask the question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from East Livermore, Mr. Sturte
vant, may reply to the gentleman if 
he desires. 

MI'. STURTEVANT: In reply 
to the gentleman from Franklin, I 
will say that I do not know of any 
such man whom I feel would be 
acquainted with both of those de
partments except in an executive 
way. 

;VIr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
MI'. Speaker, I would like to ask the 
ge.ntleman from East Livermore 
whether, in his opinion, in the office 
of the Banking Commissioner today 
the Deputy Commissioner is doing 
the work of the Banking Commis
sioner. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 

from East Livermore may reply if 
he desires. 

Mr. STURTEVANT: Mr. Speak
er, in reply to the gentleman from 
Cape Elizabeth I would say that 
we have a very efficient deputy and 
I haye no doubt he is doing a very 
large part of the work. 

;Ylr. IN'GRAHAM of Bangor: Mr. 
Speakel" it is obvious that this 
proposition is a start in the right 
direction to cut down the heads of 
our departments; but I cannot see 
why we should begin with two of 
the most important departments in 
the State.. There is plenty of op
portunity to consolidate and try the 
experiment on minor offices here 
which clutter up the State House 
and take up the l'Ooms. If you want 
to figure on the basis of rentals, 
why not start your experiment on 
the lesset' of tile two evils? I am 
certainly against consolidation of 
tilis kind at this time. 

1\11'. CHA ,\'FOnD of Houlton: 
:Vl1'. Speaker, haying had ~onle
thing to do \dth insurance for 
some timE' as a dit'ector of an 111-

surance company, ,YC feel that 
from our standpoint the insurance 
depal'tment and the banking de
Tl'll·tment arc functioning' very 
satisfactorily as they are, an(l we 
feel (nat it \\'ould be in the best 
interests of both depal·tments to 
haye them continue as they are. 

JUl'. ALLBN of Camden: 1\1r. 
Speaker, I think this is the first 
time that I have had the temel'lty, 
I "'ill call it to address you and 
take a fe\y r:'lillutes of your time. 

I kno,,' that this is a measure 
that has the sanction of the Gov
ernor at least I presume it has. 
I beli'eve it would be a great mis
take to combine these two depart
ments. I haye had to do with the 
insurance department for the past 
thirty-five years and I want to 
say that everything has always 
been very siJ,tisfactory and what 
you are going to gain by combin
ing this with the banking depart
ment is beyond my comprehension. 
,\Ve are now trying to investigate 
one of the departments of the State 
and we are in quite a bad fix. It re
minds me very much of the unde
sirable gentleman in one of our 
Southern States who got so ob
noxious that the citizens of his 
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town went out one night and hung 
him to a tree and on one of his 
pant legs they put this placard: 
"To remain in statu quo until next 
Thursday morning, at which time a 
committee will be here to dispose 
of the body." A gang of workmen 
came along the next morning and 
one of them tried to read the 
placard, but it was too much for 
him. Then another tried to read it. 
By and by the leader of the gang 
looked at it and said "Don't you 
know what that means? That 
means that this guy is in a hell of 
a fix." (Laughter and applause) 
Now it looks to me as though, un
til this Grand Jury of ours reports, 
we are in that sort of a fix. Now 
what is the use of trying to white
wash some more of these fellows 
out of office. This is an· adminis
tration matter in my opinion and 
I stand with the Governor ordinarily 
and think he is ninety nine per 
cent right, but there is a chance 
for any man to fall down on some 
things; and I believe that it would 
be a great mistake, as I said be
fore, to combine these two depart
ments. I think the personal touch 
with the Insurance Department 
will be lost if we should do that 
and r have had opportunity to 
know what has been going on for 
the past ten years in the Insurance 
Department. 

There is a statement on your 
desks this morning headed "Growth 
of Insurance Department Five 
years under present Commissioner, 
compared with previous five years 
administration." 

The receipts of the Departmcnt 
following 1920, for the five years 
previous to 1923, 
Fees ................. $ 169,971.21 
Taxes ............... 1,312,197.80 

Total ............. . 
Receipts to 1923-28, 

ent commisSioner 
Fees ............... . 
Taxes .............. . 

1,482,169.01 
under pres-

$ 226,741.78 
2,'024,459.91 

Total ....... . . . . . . 2,251,201.69 
Number of companies in Maine in 

1923 ................. . . . . .. 379 
Number of companies in Maine in 

1928 ............••.......... 451 
Casualty premiums collected in 

1923 .• • . . . • . . • • . . . .$3,460,961. 73 
Casualty premiums collected in 

1928 •.......•.....• $5.,276,022.07 
Life Insurance which originated in 

1923 ......•...... $3·29,085,137.06 
Life Insurance at risk 1928 

... " .. , .. .. . . . . . $471,612,209.98 
(At this point the Honorable Wil

liam L. Bonney, former Speaker 
of the House took his seat at the 
right of the Speaker, the House 
rising and applauding). 

Mr. ALLEN continuing: I am 
just reading this to show you how 
the department is growing. It is 
one of our important departments 
in the State of Maine. 
Fire risks written in 1923 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. $824,812,736.17 
Fire risks written in 1928 

..... " ..... " ... $916,345,924.39 
Expenditures by former commis

sioners, five years to 
1923 .................. $82,167.19 

Expenditures by present commis
sioner, five years to 
1928 ................. 58,778.36 

Making a reduction in cost to the 
State of ............ $23,3'88.83 

Commissioner's salary for five 
years ................ $12,500.00 

Making a saving of present com
missioner above 
salary ......... . . . . . . $10,888.83 
Last year there was' taken in 

something like $502,000. fol' taxes and 
different things to this Department 
for the small expense of $11,000. 
and different things to this Depart
ment for the small expense of $11,-
000. The department is run very 
economically, and I hope that the 
motion to indefinitely postpone will 
prevail. (Applause) 

Mr. JACK: Mr. Speaker, I first 
wish to correct a mistake, r hope 
not an intentional one, made by the 
gentleman from Cape Elizabeth 
(Mr. Chase) I stated that the 
Banking Commissioner and the 
Insurance Commissioner received a 
salary for the two offices of $8,-
5·00. He stated I was incorrect. 
In his proposition he added an
other official. I still insist that r 
am correct, unless I have been 
misinformed by the parties who 
hold the offices because I asked 
them personally and I only men
tioned two offices. When the vote 
is taken I ask for a division of the 
House. 

Mr. ROBIE of Westbrook: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to go on rec
ord as being in favor of the prop
osition of the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase, on the op-
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position to the motion for the in
definite postponement. The State 
Auditor's Report, a copy of which 
we have on our desks, making a 
compilation of the total figures, 
shows an annual expense of both 
departments equivalent to $35,000 a 
year. Under the proposed arrange
ment, with the maximum salary as 
stated, that total cost will be $38,-
00'0, which will be an increase of 
$3,0010. In my opinion there is an 
excellent opportunity right there to 
reduce that considerably. Thcre
fore I wish to go on record as op
posing the motion of the gentle
man to indefinitely postpone. 

The SPEAKER: Is the HOWle 
ready for the question 

The question was called for. 
The SPEAKEH: The question is 

on the motion of the gentleman 
from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Jack, that 
this bill, being in its new draft H. 
P. 1666, H. D. 735, be indefinitely 
postponed. As many as are in 
favor of the gentleman's motion 
will rise and stand in their places 
until counted, and the monitors 
will ['eturn the count. 

A division being had, 
Seventy-nine Yoting in the af

firmativ0 and 48 in the negative 
the motion to indeflnitely postpone 
prevailed. 

Mr. I:"\GRAHAM of Dangor: :\11'. 
Speaker, I wish to reconsider th., 
vote just taken and I hope that my 
IITotion ,,,ill not prevail. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Ingrallam, a viva voce vote being 
taken, the motion for reconsidera
tion faile'd of passage. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents tIle second matter today as
signed, resolve in favor of the 
State School for Boys, S. P. 121, S. 
D. 56, tabled on March 27th by the 
gentleman from Farmingdale, Mr. 
Littlefield, the pending question 
being flnal passage, and the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield, the 
resolve was finally passed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents the third matter today as
signed, resolve in favor of the 
W-estern Maine Sanatorium for the 
maintenance, personal services, re
pairs and equipment, S. P. 163, S. D. 
73, tabled on March 27th by the 
gentleman from Farmingdale, Mr. 
Eittlefield, the pending question 
being final passage, and the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman. 
On motion by Mr. Littlefleld, the 

resolve was flnany passed. 

The SPEAKER: '1'he Chair pre
sents the fourth matter today as
signed, resolve in favor of the 
State Reformatory for Men, S. P. 
328, S. D. 120, tabled on March 
27th by the gentleman from Farm
ingdale, Mr. Littlefleld, the pending 
question being final passage, and 
the Chait· recognizes the gentle
man. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield, the 
resolve was flnally passed. 

Tile SI'EAKEH: Tile Chair pre
sents the flftll matter today as
signed, resolve in fayor of State 
School for Girls, S. P. 414, S. D. 
1G6, tabled on :\1arch 27th by the 
gentleman from Farmingdale, Mr. 
Littlefield, tile pending question be
ing final passage, and the Chair 
l'Pcogni7.es the gentleman. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
owing to some difference in the 
wording on tilis paper, I would Iik.e 
to have this retnbled. 

Thereupon, the resolve was [,p

tabled pending final passage. 

The Sl'E~\KER: The Chair pre
sents the sixth matter today as
signed, resolve in fa VOl' of the 11e
formatorv for 'Yomen for mainten
ance and other purposes, H. P. 84, 
H. D. 530, tabled on March 27th by 
the gentleman from Farmingdale, 
Mr. Littlefield, the pending qu,~s
tion being flnal passage, and the 
Chair recogni7.es the gentleman. 

On motion hy Mr. Littlefleld, the 
resolve was finally passed. 

The SPEAKBIC: The Chair pre
sents the seventh matter today as
signed, bill an act to amend chap
ter 162 of the Puhlic Laws of 1927 
as applied to the 'Var Bond Sink
ing Fund, H. P. 1523, H. D. 546, 
tabled on March 27th by the gentle
man from Farmingdale, Mr. LittJe
fleld, the pending question being 
third reading, and the Chair recog
ni7:es the gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield, the 
bill received its third reading and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Jack of Lishon 
Falls, the House voted to recon
sider its action taken earlier in the 
session whereby it voted to accept 
the ought not to pass report on H. 
P. 1492, H. D. 527, bill an act to 
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raise an excise tax on corporations 
organized for making, generating, 
selling, distributing and supplyin" 
electricity or electric current for 
power, lighting, heating, manufac
turing, or mechanical purposes; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill was retabled 
pending acceptance of report. 

On motion by Mr. maisdell 01" 
Franklin, the House voted to re
consider its action taken earlie;' i:J 
the session whereby it passed to 
be engrossed S. P. 556, S. D. 223. 
hill an act in relation to the rights 
of creditors and beneficiaries undel' 
policies of Life and Accident In
surance and under Annuity Con
tracts; and the same gentleman 
offered House Amendment A anri 
moved its adoption. 

House Amendment A to bill an 
act in relation to the righ ts of 
creditors and beneficiaries under 
policies of Life and Accident In
surance and under Annuity Con
tract" 

Senate Paper 556, Senate Docu
ment 223, is herebY amended b,' 
striking out section 3. 

~h·. DLAISDF;LL: Mr. Speaker, I 
might say, for the benefit of tlw 
members, that the bill involved 
was drawn by an out-of-state at
torney, who did not understand OUl' 

method whereby the law becorrre~ 
effecti\·e. Section 3 says the law 
becomes effective when signed b,' 
the Governor. 

TIlE' Sl'EAKEH: Is it the pie8.s
ure 01" the House to adopt HOUde 
Amendment A? 

Mr. nUHKETT of Portland: 11r. 
Speaker, I think it will be found, 
on examination of the bill, that 
that matter was taken care of yes
terday by a Senate Amendment 
which put in some words in the 
body of the bill and struck out that 
section. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Franklin is informed tha t 
Senate Amendment A to said Sen
ate Paper 556 did strike out Sec
tion 3 thereof. 

Mr. BLAISDELL: Mr. Speake-r. 
then r will withdraw my amend
ment. 

Thereupon, Mr. Blaisdell was 
given permission to withdraw the 
amendment; and on further motion 
by the same g",ntIeman the bill was 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Hawkes of 

Standish, the House voted to re
consider its action taken earlier in 
th", session whereby it voted to ac
cept the ought not to pass report 
on H. P. 1600, H. D. 596, bill an act 
relating to raising money fOl' 
roads; and on further motion by 
the same gentleman the bill was 
recommitted to the Committe", on 
\Vays and Bridges. 

On motion by l\Ir. Campbell of 
Leeds, the House voted to recon
sider its action taken earli"r in the 
session wherehy it voted to accept 
the ought not to pass report on re
solve in favor of the town of Leeds 
for r",imhursement, H. P. 774, H· D. 
241. 

The SPEAKER: It would be very 
helpful if the members would stop 
these' as they are going by, instead 
of reverting to them lat<or. 

On further motion by the gentle
man from Lpeds, Mr. Campbell, the 
resolY8 \vas retalJled p~nding a;:
ceptance of report and specially as
signed for Tuesday next. 

:\11'. BURKETT of Union: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the House recon
sider its vote of yesterday whereby 
it indefinitely postponed Senate 
Am<ondment A to Senate Paper 675, 
Senate Document 337, bill an act 
to re-establish the town line be
tween the towns of Hancock and 
Lamoine. 

Mr. nURKlJTT of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, this matter was v"'ry 
thoroughly discussed ir· the House 
yesterday by the two gentlemen 
representing th" respective towns 
involved. I think their presenta
tion of the facts was a very fair 
one and covered the ground very 
thoroughly. They could not agree. 

In the discussion certain facts 
stood out, as I remember it. It ap
pear",d thae the town of Hancock, 
one of the towns involved, was not 
a unit in favor of this bill without 
referendum, as evidenced by the 
letters that the gentl<oman from 
Bar Harbor read; and that the 
town of Lamoine was in the same 
situation, as evidenced by the tele
grams read from th<oir Selectmen. 

A computation which he had, and 
which I saw, showed that fourteen 
out of twenty legal voters in the 
hamlet of Marlboro were opposed 
to the bill having passage without 



LEGISLATIVE HECORD-HOUSE, :\JAHCR 28 707 

the rC)ferendum which was put on 
it by the committee on Towns 
unanimously, as I understand it, 
after a fuJI hearing at which aU 
partie'S were represented. 

Xow if this town is to be divid
C)d, it would seem to me that these 
people who <.ire now not a unit 
should be the ones to c1ecide wheth
er it should be done or not. It 
seems to me that to]' this L<egis
laul'e to pass the bill without giv
ing ti1"m a chance to vote upon it 
would be a very arbitrary exercise 
of the powers of this U:;gislature, 
I hope the motion of the gentieman 
Irom Union (;\11'. DUl'kctt) wiJI not 
prevail. (Applause), 

:\[]'. BURKE']'T of L'nion: :\11'. 
Speaker, T al\yays did let my m 
han' his own rights, but since h" 
gC'ts O\'er ,vith these people, he gels 
away fl'om me. (Laughter) The 
reason 1 made this motion was that 
I undocrstand sevel'al gC'nticmen of 
this House would like to vote again 
on the question. 

The SI>l;~AKER: [s the House 
reacty for the question? The ques
tion is on tIle motion of the gBn
tieman from Union, ::\11'. Burkett, 
that the House reconsider its ac
tion ,yhe]'ebv it \'oted to indefinite
ly postpone Y0 sterday Sen ate 
Anwnclment A to Senate Paper 675, 
an act to reestablish the town line 
bet \\ec'n the towns of Hancock end 
Lan1.oin~:. As ITl<lny as are in favor 
of reconsidpra tion will !'ise and 
stnnd in their places until counted 
and the monitors haye returned the 
count. 

A division was had, 
:B'ifty-six having yoted in the af

firmative and 55 in the ll'8gative, 
the motion for reconsideration pre
yailed. (Applause) 

'1'he SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Union, Mr. BUl'lcett, having 
been sucC'8ssful in procuring the 
reconsideration of the matter, now 
moves that Senate Amendment A, 
which by vote of the House yes
t8rday was indefinitely postponed, 
be now adopted in concurrence 
with the Senate. Is the House 
ready for the question? 

.Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
Speaker, this is all a little confus
ing and I want to ask if I under
stand the matter correctly, Senate 
Amendment A, it I recall it, cut out 
the referBndum from the original 
bill ? 

The SPEAKJ;;R: The gentleman 
is correct. 

:\11'. FARRIS: Mr. 
move that the matter 
tab I" and be specially 
tomorro\v 111orning. 

(Cries of ":1\0" ":1\0") 

Speaker, I 
lie upon the 
aSSigned for 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Augusta, 1\lr. Farris, asks 
that the matte]' lie upon the table 
and be specially assigned for to
nl01TO\\~ 11101'l1ing. As many as are 
in favor of the gBntleman's motion 
will say aO'p; as many as are op
pose(1 will say no. 

A viva voce vote being had, the 
motion was lost. 

The S l'l~AKJ;;R: The motion now 
before the House is the motion of 
tll" g·entleman from Union, Mr. 
Burkett, tI, at Senate Amendment A 
be adopted in concurrence, the ef
leet of which would be the rev'3rsal 
of the action of the House of yes
ten!>lY. As many as arc in favor 
or the ac1olJtion Cli" Senate Amend
Jnent ... ~ in eonCUlT'f2nCe ·will rise 
and stand in their places until 
counted and tIle monitors have rc
turned the count. 

A division was had, 
Sixty-six haying voted in tile af

Iil'mative and 61 in tile negative, 
the motion prcYaile(L 

:\11'. B"CRKETT of Union: I now 
mon', :\11'. ::3peakel', that the bill as 
amended by Senate Amendment A, 
be passed to be engrossed. 

:\11'. ClIAS,E of Cape Elizabetl1: 
:\11'. Speaker, 1 want to clear tl1is up 
in my mind a little, As I get the 
stOlT around here, this bilJ was re
fen·ed to the committee On Towns, 
and the proponents of the measure 
appeared before the committee, and 
the committee agreed tl1ey would 
report it ought to pass with this 
referendum clause on it, and with
out the referendum clause on it, 
they would not. That has not been 
thrashed out in the debate. I ma:y 
be wrong, but I have heard it from 
se,'eral members of the commit
tec. I do not know whether that 
was the unanimous opinion or not, 

Now this is a very serious propo
sition to one of our members, and 
the vote should show the full mem
bership. I do not believe it has 
had a thorough consideration. I 
believe the gentleman from Bar 
Harbor Mr. McLean), is entitled to 
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further time in this matter. I am 
familiar with the location down 
there, and I know this is a very much 
mixed up mess. I have had letters 
from people down there who know 
about the situation. I think we 
ought to hear from this committee 
on Towns on it. They know what 
the situation is, and they know 
under what conditions they reported 
that bill ought to pass, and if it is 
true that they would not have re
ported it without the referendum, 
we ought to hear about it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the question of the 
amendment is no longer before the 
House. The onl'y question which is 
now before the House is the ques
tion as to whether this bill as 
amended by Senate Amendment A 
in concurrence, the effect of which 
is to leave out the referendum,
whether this bill as so amended 
shall be passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. ROBIE of Westbrook: Would 
I be out of order, Mr. Speaker, in 
replying to the gentleman from 
Cape Elizabeth? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair per
mitted the ge,ntleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, IVIr. Chase, some latitude. 
Tile only question, as just stated by 
the Chair, is on the passage of the 
bill in its present amended form to 
be engrossed, and if the gentleman 
from vVestbrook desires to debate 
that issue, he is entirely at liberty 
to do 80, as is the whole House. 

Mr. ROBIE: Mr. Speaker, under 
suspension of the rules would it be 
possible for me to state the attitude 
of the committee on Towns, being 
House Chairman. 

The SPEAKER: it is not neces
sary for the rules to be suspended 
for the gentleman to state the posi
tion of the committee, the pending 
question being passage to be en
grossed. 

Mr. ROBIE: As House Chairman 
of the committee on Towns, I will 
state that the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase, has the sItu
ation very clearly. Our committee 
was unanimous in reporting the bill 
out the way we did. The only way 
we reported it out ought to pass 
was with the referendum attached. 
We could not seem to get anything 
definite from either side as to just 
how this thing should be taken care 
of. Both sides seemed to have a 
logical argument, and we were all of 

the opinion that it should be de
cided hy the people who live there 
and know the situation. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the matter lie upon the table 
and be specially assigned for to
morrow morning. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
further business under orders of 
the day? 

On motion by Mr. Foster of Ells
worth, it was voted to take from the 
table the fourth unassigned matter 
S. P. 683, S. D. 351 an act to pro
hibit the erection of any dam on 
the public waters in the State unless 
and until all bushes, trees and 
stumps within the area to be flowed 
shall have been removed, tabled by 
that gentleman March 26th, pend
ing passage to be enacted. 

And on further motion by the 
same gentleman, the bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

----
On motion by Mr. Foster of Ells

worth, it was voted to take from 
the table the second unassigned 
matter, S. P. 680, S. D. 348, resolve 
providing for moving pictures of 
Maine Wild Life for recreational 
and adverti8ing purposes, tabled by 
that gentleman March 26th, pending 
final passage. 

Mr. FOSTER: Mr. Speaker, just 
a word in explanation of this re
solve. It carries an appropriation 
of five thousand dollars, $2500 for 
each 1930 and 1931. The resolve has 
been given considerable thought by 
the appropriations committee and 
they feel that, if this is necessary, 
the money should be taken out of 
the $75,000 publicity fund already 
voted by this Legislature; and I 
would not move the indefinite post
ponement of this resolve. 

The motion prevailed and the re
solve was indefinitely postponed. 

Order, Out of Order 
On motion of Mr. Kitchen of 

Presque Isle, it was 
Ordered, that when the House re

cess this morning, it recess until 
four o'clock this afternoon. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
further business under orders of 
the day? There are still some 
twelve unassigned matters on the 
calendar. 
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On motion by Mr. Burkett of 
Portland, it was voted to take from 
the table H. P. 1696, H. D. 756, re
solve in favor of H. E. Houdlette, 
administrator of the estate of Ben
jamin Owen Emmons, late of Rich
mond, county of Sagadahoc, State 
of Maine, deceased, tabled by that 
gentleman earlier in this session. 

Mr. BURKETT of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, taking the chance of pre
cipitating another division I do feel 
that there are certain facts in con
nection with this resolve that 
should be brought to the attention 
of the House. The gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Rounds) apparently 
is not in the House, and I under
stand he has something he wishes 
to say about it; so I think perhaps 
I will have to retable it at this time, 
to be taken up later; and I so 
move. 

Thereupon the resolve was re
tabled until later in the day. 

Mr. RUM ILL of Tremont: House 
Paper 1720, tabled and assigned for 
tomorrow morning, I would like to 
haYe assigned for Tuesday nlorn
ing owing to the printing of the 
new draft which will not be print
ed in time tn be distribut.~d and 
looked over by tomO!TOW morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
is advised that the new draft will 
be printed and in readiness tomor
row morning. 

MR. nUl\IILL: Mr. Speaker, not 
having time to look it over, 1 would 
like to have it assigned for Tues
day morning instead of tomorrow 
morning. 

Thereupon the House voted to 
reconsider its action whereby its 
assigned House Paper 1720, an act 
to provide a bounty on seals, for 
tomorrow morning; and on further 
motion by the same gentleman the 
bilI was specially assigned for con
sideration on Tuesday, April 2. 

On motion by Mr. McKnight of 
Poland, it was voted to take from 
the table the thirteenth unassigned 
matter, bill an act relating to 
equal schOOl privileges for all pu
pils, H. P. 1383, H. D. 463, tabled 
by that gentleman on March 27th, 
the pending question being third 
reading 

Mr. ::\i{cKNIGHT: M,r. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentleman of the 
House: I am going to move the 
indefinite postponement of this 
bill. I believe that this bill is too 
drastic. I believe that it is taking 
away the powers of these little 
country towns in regard to their 
school privileges. 

In beginning my argument, I 
Wish to say to the members of this 
House that I am not opposed to 
education, -I am not opposed to the 
:State Board of Education, and I 
am looking at this from a purely 
rural viewpoint. I realize that it is 
desirable for everyone to have all 
the education that it is possible for 
them to have, and it is not in my 
mind to deny anyone, 0'1' anyone's 
childl'en, from getting all the edu
cation they can get. 

Now to go back into a little 
ancient history. I want to tell the 
members of this House that twc 
years ago this bill came into the 
House,-the same bill practically, 
only in a different dress,-and it 
called for a jump from thirty 
weeks, which is the standard now 
maintained by the State of Maine, 
to thirty-two; next year it was go
ing· to be thirty-four weeks, and 
the next year thirty-six weeks. 
That hill was defeated in the 
House. It went to the Senate, and it 
came back in an amended form, for 
thirt-two weeks. It was defeated 
he1·e in the House again; and if I 
rememher rightly, they called a 
committee of conference, with the 
Senate, and the House adhered to 
its former position. 

As I look at this situation in re
gard to the school business, and 
especially this particuJa,r bill, it is 
purely and simply rural conditions. 
'Ve all know that in the cities they 
have better schools, and they have 
longer length of schools, which 
tcy do not haye in the country. 

In discussing' this bill, I can an
ticipate \"hat the proponents of 
this bill are going to say, having 
been here two years ago, and hav
ing listened to them. They are 
coming in here and they are going 
to talk along sym,pathetic lines. 
They are going to say that the 
poor scholars from the count'ry 
haven't the opportunities that the 
city scholars have, and they want 
them to have these opportunities. 
"\Vell, I do. I agree with them. I am 
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going to argue this question purely 
from the rural viewpoint, as I look 
at it, and also from the financial 
viewpoint. Finances enter into 
these school proPositioI;ls the same 
as they do in everything else. 

This bill, which I imagine is an 
administration .proposition, - they 
claim that these scholars that leavti 
the country schools at thirty 
weeks' of school and goo to the high 
schools and academies, that they 
are not prepa-red_ The_ proponents 
of this measure wiII get up here 
and tell yOU of many instances 
where these scholars have fallen 
down when they get into high 
schools and academies. If I wished 
to argue along that line I would 
tell you of many SCholars I know 
of who leave the country schools 
and go to the high schools and 
academies and do not fall down; 
but I am willing to admit that 
when they leaye the eig-hth in 
these country schools and go to the 
city schools, they have to study 
hard, and in some cases they do 
fall down. But the proponents of 
this measure do not tell you how 
many scholars in the city schools 
have to stay in the same grade 
because they did not get promoted 
to the next grade. 
~6w this discussion of school 

business is a big :proposition for 
anyone to discuss. It runs into a 
great many millions of dollars. In 
the last year the State of Maine 
spent, according to this book that 
I have he-re, from tIle School De
partment, a total of $11,026,642. I 
find that the roads in the State of 
Maine cost the State of Maine $10,-
895,000. The road program, the ex
penditures of the road money, and 
the schools seem to be running 
right along parallel with each 
other. They do in my horne town. 
We raise about the same for 
schools and roads,-not exactly, but 
about the same_ 

One reason why I am opposed to 
this bill is this: According to these 
figures tktt I have taken from the 
figures prepared by the State 
Board of Education, I find here, if 
I am correct, and I think I am, that 
out of the total number of schools 
or towns in the State of Maine 
which have only 30 weeks of! 
schOOl we find 84 towns, and then 
I find that there a-1'e nine towns 

in the State of Maine that have, 
31 weeks of school. That makes a 
total of 93 towns that are below 
this limit of 32 weeks of school 
Which the State Board of Educa
tion and proponents of this meas
ure wish to bring about. And they 
go on further to say, in their state
ment, that these poor towns Which 
cannot afford to raise this ext,ra 
two weeks of schooling, that they 
will help them out on this equali
zation fund. 

Two years ago, When this bill 
was discussed, they never mention
ed the equalization fund in any 
way. It was just along the matter 
of sympathy one way or the other., 
This equalization fund, you '''ill 
find, if you have had anything to 
do with schools, and -read these 
l'epOl'ts, was a very peculiar pro
position. As I understand, they 
had $100,000 last year, and they 
ha Ye got to stretch that over 520 
towns in the State of Maine. Some 
of tllese towns do not get a cent 
from that equalization fund simply 
because_ of the fact that they do 
not raise enOugh school money. 
And really those towns are just as 
much in need of it, and should havel 
it just as much as the rest of the 
towns, but they do not get it under 
that rule. 

::\0"". schools and roads revert 
right hack to taxation_ There is a 
limit to taxation; you cannot get 
.awav from that. Although tlhey 
sav'that these extra two weeks of 
scllOol a,re only going to cost a 
few thousand dollars. and they are 
going to help them out with this 
equalization fund-I \vish they 
were--all of them, I wish they 
could stretch that equalization fund 
so they could do it; but tlhey can
not do it now under the present 
rules. 

In talking about schools in the 
country,-I am taIking about rural 
schools-and there are several 
things that enter into rural schools, 
and one of the problems is consol
idation, and that brings you up to 
the point of transportation. Those 
ar<) the two most difficult things 
they have to contend with in these 
country schools. There se-ems to 
be an idea that all of these coun
try schools should b<) consolidated. 
Well, in some cases, that is fine. 
The theory of the thing is all right, 
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but it does not always work in 
practice. The country peopl"" as a 
general thing, are opposed to con
solidation for various reasons. One 
of the reasons is transportation. 

N ow I notic", in one of these 
books here it says it is desirable to 
transport scholars with automo
biles. It is. On the other hand, 
they tell us the towns are raising 
too much mon')y for roads, and 
that they should raise more for 
schools. ,Veil, they have got to 
have good roads in the country 
towns, especially this time of y",ar, 
if they are going to transport these 
scholars by automobile. 

Now the towns of the State of 
Main') are between the devil and 
the deep sea. They have got to 
follow these road programs which 
everybody wants, and they have 
got to follow these schools pro
gt'ams, which everybody wants, and 
it means taxation. When you g",t 
right down to these country towns, 
it has heen my experience in my 
town that there is not anyone OV'lr 
and above anxious to pay taxes. 
While I am willing to admit, per
haps, it would be a great deal bet
ter to raise mol'') monev for schools 
than it would be for" roads, you 
ha\'e got to raise it for both of 
them in order to run your schools. 

In rrgarc1 to this rural situation, 
this school fund, the big citie-s 
help out thes'.' little country towns; 
of course everybody knows that 
without going into that. I wonder 
if there is not going to be a limit 
to that sometime when th'lse big 
cities are going to get siCk and 
tired of lugging along these little 
country towns. They have got to 
do it Und'll' the present rules and 
regulations. 

I say to you, members of the 
House, while it would be all right 
to raise this length of schooling up 
to 32 \yeeks and above, 34 and "')ven 
36 weeks, there is always a point 
of safety somewhere in eV'lrything 
that you do, not only in life but 
mechanically. 

Under the present situation of 30 
wC'"')ks of school, if the towns 
should get to that point where 
they could not maintain 32 or 34 
weeks, they could receive help, but 
if this law is put into "')ffect, they 
are bound up a little tighter. The 
thing I object to on this particular 
bill here is the same thing that 
happened to this bill two y"')ars ago. 
They are coming in to this Legis-

lature now with this bill for 32 
weeks, which is, we will say, asking 
yery little. Two years from now 
they aI'') coming in for 34 weeks, 
and in four years from now they 
are coming back for 36 weeks. One 
of the members of the committee 
told mE' that. 

Another thing they put up: The 
proponents will tell you they can
not get as good teachers in the 
country as they do in the city. 
Well, that is so. I will admit it. They 
pay more money in the cities; they 
have more money to pay. One of 
these proponents will say that th", 
teachers do want to teach in the 
country only thirty weeks of school. 

If he will lOOk at the other side 
~have the country towns got to 
maintain thirty-six or thirty-four 
weeks of school so the teachers can 
ha\'e a job? 

Kow I do not believe at this time, 
in the history of ;\Iaine~and this 
State },as been a State for about 
108 years, and \\'hen it was set off 
from ::\Iassachusetts, it had a valu
ation of $20,000,000, and, if I am 
correct, it is somewhere around 
$750,000,000 at the present time, 
having gained an aY~l'age of $7,-
000,000 a year during all these 
years~I do not believe it is just 
the timo to start in on a program 
here of increasing expenditures all 
o\'er this State when some of these 
Arnall towns are in this peculiar 
condition, whet'e they are apt to 
haye to recede. They cannot con
tinue forever on this increased tax
ation. 

I want to say a word in regard 
to where these towns are which 
hayc these 30 weeks of schooling, 
and where those are that have 
more. Now in this list I find that 
in the sixte"')n counties in the State 
of Maine~this is significant~as 
tlwy are listed here, which I took 
from one of these school books, all 
of the schools in Androscoggin have 
above 30 weeks; Aroostook, nin'" 
have 30 weeks; Cumberland, all 
aboye 30 weeks; Franklin, two have 
30 weeks; Hancock, 12 have 30 
weeks; Kcmnebec, six have 30 
weeks; Knox, two have 30 weeks; 
Lincoln, three have 30 weeks; Ox
ford, thre'l have 30 weeks; Penob
seot, 10 have 30 weeks; Piscataquis, 
five have 30 weeks; Sagadahoc, 
one has 30 weel{s; Somers<3t, 
six have 30 ,veeks; Waldo, 13 have 
30 ,,-eeks; 'Vashington, 12 have 30 
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w<leks; York, all above 30 weeks. 
Now, out of the sixteen counties 

in this State there are thirteen of 
them at the present tim<l which will 
fall below unless they increase 
their length of school term-ther'e 
are thirteen out of the sixteen 
counties that will fall below that. 
The significant thing in this is that 
Androscoggin, Cumb<lrland, and 
York, the three counties over here 
in the western part of the State
the most prosp<lrous counties in 
the State of Maine-which have got 
most of the wealth-these counties 
are all about the thirty we<lks. For 
instance, under this equalization 
fund-I am not going through this 
whole list of counties-but I find 
in the total, if I am correct, there 
are about 300 towns that did not 
g<lt anything on that and there are 
a little over 200 towns that did. The 
thing is not equally balanced. I 
find, in one district here, 27 towns 
that did not receive anything under 
this elastic fund called the equal
ization fund. On the other hand, 
there are 49 that did. 

I feel, as this is a rural proposi
tion, that perhaps it is a good deal 
like the members of this House, the 
gentlemen members, getting up and 
discussing the ladies' barber bill, 
and vice versa. I feel this is a rural 
proposition, and I feel the rural 
people know their own conditions 
in regard to the length of school 
they should have. While it is an 
admitted advantage to have these 
schools lengthened, I believe each 
town should work out its own de
termination. Therefore I move that 
this bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. HOLMAN of Farmington: 
Mr. Speaker, I move that we recess. 

The SPE,AKEH: The gentleman 
from Farmington, Mr. Holman, 
moves that the House recess until 
4 o'clock this afternoon. As many 
are in favor of the gentleman's 
motion will saY' aye; as many as 
are opposed will say ,no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division was had, 
Forty-eight having voted in af

firmative and 60 in the negative, the 
motion was lost. 

Mr. JACOBS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I think the last speaker 
has spoken both for and against 
this proposition. He has argued on 
both sides, but I intend to argue on 
but one. 

The most of us throughout the 
State of Maine are interested in all 
the major propositions that come 
before us. We have had discussed 
the road question and the school 
question, but to my mind the school 
question predominates above all 
other questions that come before us 
for consideration. The bill says 
equal privileges to all, and I believe 
that is the right proposition to 
maintain. 

I realize that the gentleman Mr. 
McKnight from Poland, claims that 
I come from the city of Auburn. I 
do. I represent that city in this 
Legislature; but permit me to say. 
if I may refer to myself personally. 
that I have also represented in this 
House two different districts in the 
State of Maine previously, and they 
are from country towns, and my 
eXllerience largely and wholly in 
school matters has been in country 
towns in Somerset county. I have 
had the privilege, and the rare 
privilege, I will say. of being on 
three school boards in three differ
ent towns in Somerset county. 
aggregating 14 years' experlence 
along the line of school work; and 
I was a member of the Skowhegan 
school board when I moved to Au
burn six years ago. 

These problems have confronted 
us from time immemorial. I recall 
in my early days, when I taught 
school, thirty-five years ago, that 
only 20 weeks of school were al
lowed us in the country towns. But 
we are living in an age of progres
sion today. ladies and gentlemen; 
we do not want to go back to anti
quated times. We are progressing, 
and I believe we have an efficient 
educational institution in the State 
of Maine in our Department of Edu
cation of the State of Maine that is 
functioning properly, and I believe 
it is in the interest of every mem
ber in this whole House that we 
give every person, every child, an 
equal opportunity for educational 
advantages. 

Mr. McKnight's home town in 
Poland has 34 weeks of school. He 
does not complain about that; but 
he is coming in here and prejudic
ing your minds against an advance 
to 32 weeks. 

This i1j in the line of progress. 
and I believe we should take no 
backwood step in the school propo-



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 28 713 

sition, and I hope that when you 
vote upon this, you will grant to 
these people in the country towns, 
-as he says, the rural districts,-an 
equal opportunity with the larger 
towns. 

We have in the State of Maine 
today 519 towns. Four hundred and 
forty-two towns are enjoying 32 
weeks or more of school privileges; 
75 are enjoying but 30 weeks of 
school privileges. 

Now to speak of the equaliza
tion fund. We have already passed 
a resolve in this House adding $25,-
000 to the $100,000 which we have to 
devote entirely to these towns 
which have a higher tax rate than 
some which do not. Some towns 
maintain a restrictive policy in 
their school program as well as in 
other things in those towns. In 
other words, it is a narrow policy 
they pursue, and not one that is 
progressive. That is the particu
lar point I want to bring out here 
today: That these towns can af
ford to raise their standard to 32 
weeks. If this law passes, the en
tire amount is only $15,900 to the 
State of Maine, a small sum of 
money in proportion to the vast 
area that is covered; and we al
ready have passed a resolve of 
$25,000 in this Legislature to apply 
upon this school proposition, and it 
is not going to be a burden to any 
town. 

I know if six towns in my own 
county of Somerset that can well 
afford to have 32 weeks, but the re
strictive policy, the narrow policy, 
which they pursue, I have no doubt 
prevents them from having what 
they ought to have. I believe you 
should have equal privileges for all. 

Mrs. DAY of Gorham: Mr. 
Speaker and Members of the 
Eighty-fourth Legislature: The 
passage of this act I believe would 
be of great advantage to the chil
dren in the rural schools. In 
Massachusetts the school year is 38 
weeks; in Rhode Island, 40 weeks; 
a fair average for the school year is 
36 weeks. In 75 towns in Maine 
the school year is only 3:0 weeks. 
The loss to the pupil in school 
weeks during eight years in the 
primary grades is 48 weeks or one 
and one-third years. In view of this 
fact, to raise the number of school 

weeks per year from 30 to 32 seems 
a progressive step in favor of the 
child. 

As has been stated, this change 
would cost less than $16,000 and 
would not materially alter the cost 
to the town, even in transportation. 
Since the education of a chlld 
completing the primary grades in 
eight years of a 32 weeks per year 
school would be no more expensive 
than that of the same child com
pleting the work in nine years of 
the thirty weeks per year school. 
The country child is entitled to 
much credit for what he is able to 
do under his handicap. 

I would like to compare the coun
try child's opportunity with that of 
the city child. The country child
schOOl 30 weeks; the city child
school 36 weeks; the country child 
-teacher with a high school edu-

~~~~~i ~~~Ooclit~ra~~~~e; tete~~~er': 
salary, $450 a year as compared 
with teaCher's salarY,$l,OOO a year; 
no superVlSlOn of music, art or 
penmanship; special supervisors of 
music and art; length of recitation 
-ten minutes; length of recita
tion-twenty-five minutes; school
house of one room; schoolhouse of 
ten rooms; no library; library of 
500 volumes; not enough play
mates for games; ball team; no 
high schOOl at home; high school 
at home. 

It has been said that the child 
from the rural school is able to 
compete with the child from the 
city school and maintain an equal 
standard of scholarship, but it has 
been proven by educational tests 
that the child from the rural 
schools who accomplishes this is 
able to do so only in cases of ex
ceptional ability. I hope the un
animous report of the committee, 
ought to pass, will prevail. (Ap
plause) 

Mr. WING of Kingfield: Mr. 
Speaker, I assume that the pur
pose of this increased two weekS 
in schools is for the help of the 
rural scholars. Now without tak
ing up the whole question, I want 
to suggest this: Up until Christ
mas of this year one of the teach
ers in the schools of Kingfield 
made the statement that at that 
time they had had two weeks of 
holidays. That means that the 
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town of Kingfield, and probably 
every other town in the State 
of Maine had paid the teachers 
their salaries and the other bills 
that went along in regard to the 
schools, and that the students had 
received nothing as a substitution 
for these holidays. In fact, the 
holidays were simply a closing of 
the schools. 

Now I simply suggest that in
stead of bringing bills here to in
crease the school year, increase 
the general expense, increase the 
salaries of teachers, that we bring 
in a bill here that says if teachers 
wish the holidays, and substitute 
nothing for the scholars in place 
of these, their salary will be cut 
down according-ly. Otherwise you 
might put on two extra weeks of 
school without any further remu
neration to the teacher, if we are 
bound to keep the holidays and not 
increase the expense of these peo
ple, Who are obliged to keep up 
the rural schools. 

Mrs. FOLSOM of Norridgewock: 
Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
teaching profession for many years, 
I should like to say something in 
answer to Mr. Wing's remarks 
about holidays, 'etc., and tell you 
what the teacher's viewpoint is in 
regard to that. That I consider 
has nothing to do with the matter 
in hand now, which is increasing 
the required school year in the 
State of Maine to 32 weeks instead 
of 30 weeks. 

Now I do not know whether Nor
ridgewock is a smaller or larger 
place than Poland or some other 
places, but I know it is a rural 
community so I can speak from a 
thoroughly rural point of view. 
Moreover, I can speak from another 
point of view, and that is the pro
fessional point of view. Now pro
fessionally or educationally, be
cause Maine requires a school year 
of only 310 weeks, Maine is almost 
at the foot of the 48 states in the 
educational work, and I will tell 
you frankly that it hurts my State 
pride when I go back to Massa
chusetts and talk with my friends 
who are mostly in the profession of 
education, and we talk over our 
educational affairs, and I cannot 
stand up for my State. Now how 
would yOU bankers and lawyers and 
medical men like to feel that the 
State of Maine is way down in your 

profession ?' That is thie way I 
feel about it. 

Now, two weeks is not awfully 
drastic. That is not an awfully big 
amount of time to add to the school 
year, and it will do something for 
Maine in the educational world; it 
will raise her a little bit in the 
ranks of the profession. 

What Mr. Knight said about the 
83rd Legislature was perhaps all 
true, but if the 83rd Legislature 
made a bad mistake, why does the 
84th Legislature repeat it? I hope 
the motion for indefinite postpone
ment will not prevail, and I hope 
you will consider this point and 
have a little pride in your State. 
You cannot do it professionally, be
cause I think there is no other pro
fessional teacher here, but try to 
put yourself in the place of one to 
whom this means a great deal pro
fessionally. (Applause) 

Mr. MERRILL of Dover-Fox
croft: Mr. Speaker, I wish to add 
just one thought which is a little 
at variance from those that ktve 
been expressed. I am heartily in 
favor of the extended school year, 
not only for the reasons that have 
been so ably put forth, but for an 
added reason, and it is this: Per
sonally, for the good of the child, 
so far as health is concerned, be
cause of regularity of habits, be
cause ·of control that is benet1cial 
over the child's life during the 
school period. I believe, not only 
from a strictly educational stand
point, but for the standpoint of the 
establishment of character and the 
increased tendency towards good 
health, good morals, and the mak
ing of our young men and women, 
-personally I would like to see the 
school, perhaps with shorter daily 
sessions, continuous. 

More harm comes to our children 
through vacations than at any 
other time in the year. The near
er that we can approach to a con
tinuous school year, the better I 
shall be satisfied from an educa
tional standpoint, from a health 
standpoint, and from the standpoint 
of the development of character. 

Mr. McKNIGHT: Mr. Speaker, 
one of the gentleman here says 
that I talked on both sides of this 
question. Now I want to assure 
the members of this House that ]J 
have been in debates enough in dif
ferent places so I know when I am 
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talking on both sides of a ques
tion and I know when I am talking 
in strict line on a question. He al
so said he had had experience in 
schools' I have had, too, in a way. 
r have 'had experience in going to 
school in four different States
city schools. I went to four dif
ferent schools in the city of Lew
iston. While that does not amount 
to anything, it gives a man a good 
idea of this school business. 

We can stand here and argue 
from now to the close of this ses
sion, and we will not get any
where on this school question in 
regard to what we ought to do and 
all those things. If I were going 
to make a suggestion, I would sug
gest that in these rural schools 
they continue the grades up until 
the ninth grade, and then the pro
ponents would not say "Keep these 
scholars another year in school; 
they are a year behind when they 
start out in life." Undoubtedly 
that is true, but I am honestly of 
the belief that scholars are gradu
ated from school too young in 
these days. They get through high 
school when they are sixteen years 
old, in many cases. When I was a 
boy I was just going to high 
school at that time, and didn't con
sider it any disgrace, either. 

Now the gentleman alluded to the 
fact that I made a mistake in the 
number of these towns. Now I do 
not want to make a mistake in my 
figures, but I want to say in one 
of these books it says 92 towns and 
in another pamphlet here it says 
75 towns. They have increased it. 
They told me there were 84 towns, 
and I can figure out here where 
there are 84 towns. So r say to the 
members of this House now there 
are 84 towns in the State that only 
maintain an average of 30 weeks, 
and then you add on nine more 
that only have 31 weeks, and that 
makes 93 towns, actually 93 towns 
that have not got 32 weeks of 
school that this bill is going to af
fect. 

I want to say to the members of 
this House that when I start in to 
argue on both sides of the ques
tion, I know when I am stepping 
over the line, and my reason for 
arguing on both sides of this ques
tion is because r believe in some 
phases of it. I am not against any
body's children having all the edu
cation they can get. I think it is 

desirable to give these children all 
of the schooling they can get. I 
say to you now, you members of 
this House, that this is purely a 
rural condition and when they start 
in here to take the rights and 
privileges away from 93 towns in 
this state, it is going a little too 
far. When this vote is called, I 
ask for a division. 

Mr. JAcCOBS: Mr. Speaker, I 
think we have discussed this 
plenty; I think the members of the 
House know the facts, but I wish 
simply to correct an error. I do 
not know where Mr. McKnight got 
his statistics. 

This was handed to me by Mr. 
Thomas, Chairman of the Edu
cational Department, and it says 
here that 75 towns and plantations 
in the State of Maine have a 
standard of :)0 weeks, and that in
cludes 11 plantations which are 
taken care of by the tax on wild 
lands, so it does not affect the 
citizens in these plantations. I just 
wanted to correct this, because this 
was given to me by Mr. Thomas, at 
my request, and I want it thorough
ly understood I have tried not to 
make any mistakes in my state
ments. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques
tion is On the motion of the gen
tleman from Poland, Mr. McKnight, 
that H. P. 1383, H. D. 463, bill an 
act relating to equal school privi
leges for all pupils be indefinitely 
postponed As many as are in favor 
of the motion will rise and standi 
in their places until counted and 
the monitors have returned the 
count. 

A diviSion was had. 
Seventeen having voted in the 

affirmative and 72 in the negative, 
the motion for indefinite postpone
ment was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Jacobs, the 
bilI received its third reading and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Leads: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House re
consider its action taken earlier 
this morning on House Paper 774, 
House Document 241, resolve in 
fa vor of the town of Leeds, where
by this resolve was assigned for 
Tuesday next. My reason far this 
is that I have just been called out
side by three members of that com
mittee and they admit there was a 
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mistake; and on furthe·r motion by 
the same gentleman the resolve 
was recommitted to the committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. KITCHEN of Presque Isle: 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House 
now recess until 4 o'clock. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Presque Isle, Mr. Kitchen, 
moves that the House recess until 
4 o'clock. As many as !lire in favor 
of the House recessing will say 
aye; as many as are opposed will 
!Say no. 

A viva vice voce vote being had 
the moticn prevailed and the House 
recessed until 4 P. M. 

After Recess 4 P. M. 
Papers from the Senate were 

taken up out of order, under sus
pension of the rules, and disposed 
of in concu,rrence 

Senate Bills in First Reading 
S. P. 728, S. D. 383: An act to 

establish the territorial limits oj' 
the South Paris Village Corpora
tion. 

S. P 72S. S. D. 381: An act to 
amend Section 31 of Chapter 117 of 
the Revised Statutes relating to 
salaries of public officers and the 
compensation of members of the 
government. 

S. P. 157, S. D. 382: 
increase the salary of 
Commissioners of the 
Washington. 

An act to 
the County 
County of 

From the Senate: Resolve in fa
vor of the .Jackman-Rockwood 
road, H. P. 1669, H. D. 702, which 
was passed to be engrossed in the 
House March 25th. 

Comes from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A in non-concurrence. 

In the House, the vote was re
considered whereby this resolve 
was passed to be engrossed; and 
the House concurred with the 
Senate in the adoption of Senate 
Amendment A, and the resolve as 
so amended was passed to be en
grossed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on .Judiciary on bill an 
act relating to the powers of the 
State Highway Police, S. P. 360, S. 
D. 143', reporting same in a new 

draft, S. P. 674, S. D. 365, under 
same title and that it ought to pass. 

Comes from the Senate report 
read and accepted, Senate Amend
ment B rejected, and the bill pass
ed to be engrossed as amended by 
Senate Amendment A. 

In the House, the report was 
read and accepted in concurrence. 
Senate Amendment A read and ad
opted in concurrence. 

Senate Amendment B was also 
read and rejected in concurrence. 

Thereupon the bill had its two 
several readings and tomorrow as
signed, 

From the Senate: Bill an act to 
revise, arrange and simplify the 
Mill Tax Highway Fund laws, H. 
P. 1445, H. D. 500, Which was pass
ed to be engrossed in the House 
March 18tn. 

Comes from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment A in non-concur
rence. 

In the House, that body voted to 
reconsider it." action whereby this 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

Senate Amendment A was read 
and adopted in concurrence, and 
the bilI as so amended was passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Reports of Committees 
The following Reports of Commit

tees were taken up out of order un
der suspension of the rules: 

Mr. Rackliff from the Committee 
on Inland Fisheries and Game report
ed "ought not to pass" on bill an 
act relative to disposal of slabs and 
refuse m waters of the State. (H . .P. 
725) 

Same gentleman from same com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
to regulate fishing in the brooks and 
streams in Androscoggin County. (H. 
P. 393) (H. D. 116) 

Mr. MacKinnon from same commit
tee reported same on bill an act to 
repeal Chapter 91 of the Public Laws 
of 1927, relating to Mount Bigelow 
Game Preserve (H. P. 52) (H. D. 24) 
together with petition. 

Same geneleman from same com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to the protection of fur 
bearing animals. (H. P. 666) (H. D. 
203) 

Mr. White from same committee 
reported same on bill an act relating 
to smelts. (H. P. 1209) (H. D. 401) 

Mr. McLean from same committee 
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reported same on bill an act to per
mit the residents of Readfield, Ken
nebec County, to fish through the ice 
in that part of Lake Maranac.ook ly
ing north of the line between Read
field and Winthrop in said county. 
(H. P. 806) (H. D. 257) 

Reports read and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mrs. Gay from the Committee on 
Education on resolve in favor of 
Jennie E Smith of Teacher's pension 
(H. P. 800) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1722) under same title 
and that it ought to pass. 

Report read and accepted and the 
new draft ordered printed under . he 
Joint Rules. 

Majority report of the Committee 
on L<ogal Affairs on bill an act to 
grant a new charter to the city of 
Portland (H. P. 851) (H. D. 354) re
porting same in a new draft (H. P. 
1723) under same title and that It 
ought to pass. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. CROSBY of Penobscot 

MURCHIE of Washington 
-Of the Senate 

BLAISDELL of Franklin 
SARGENT of Brewer 
T AYLOR of Belfast 
PEACOCK of Readfield 
BURKETT of Portland 
BELLEAU of Lewiston 

-Of the House 
Minority report of same committee 

reporting "ought not to pass" on 
same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: . 
Messrs. DWINAL of Knox 

-Of the Senate 
JACK of Lisbon 

-Of the House 
(On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port

land, both reports tabled pending ac
ceptance of either, and 500 copies of 
the new draft ordered printed.) 

The following bill was taken up 
for its first reading was taken up out 
of order under suspension of the 
rules: 

(H. P. 1707) (H. D. 770) An act 
relating to the appointment of pub
lic administrators. 

The following bills on their pas
sage to be enacted and resolves on 
their final passage were taken up 
out of order under suspension of the 
rules. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
(S. P. 571) (S. D. 238) An act 

with reference to the Attorney Gen-

eral and to the arrest and apprehen
sion of criminals. 

(S. P. 610) (S. D. 305) An act 
with reference to the permanent 
funds of the State. 

(H. P. 770) (H. D. 237) An act 
to reimburse the Judge of the Cari
bou Municipal Court for clerk hire. 

(H. P. 882) (H. D. 294) An act 
confirming the construction of the 
ferry wings at Peaks Island. 

(H. P. 1518) (H. D. 599) An act 
relating to the capturing of bees. 

(H. P. 1588) (H. D. 591) An act 
to annex Cow Island to the town of 
Bremen. 

(H. P. 1655) (H. D. 686) An act 
relating to the sterilization of milk 
utensils. 

(H. P. 1659) (H. D. 690) An act 
relating to a State Geologist. 

(H. P. 1661) (H. D. 691) An act 
to extend the charter granted to the 
Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes 
Railroad Company. 

Finally Passed 

(S. P. 365) (S. D. 141) Resolve In 
favor of D. B. Cornish to reimburse 
him for road construction in Phipps
burg, Maine. 

(S. P. 327) (S. D. 119) Resolve 
for the construction and equipment 
of an industrial building at the State 
Reformatory for Men. 

(S. P. 628) (S. D. 303) Resolve 
providing for a State pension for 
Frances J. Libby of Augusta. 

(H. P. 867) (H. D. 689) Resolve 
providing for the purchase of "Min
strelsy of Maine." 

Emergency Measure 
(S. P. 526) (S. D. 214) Resolve to 

appropriate moneys for the payment 
of certain claims for which no legis
lative appropriation has been made 
and to provide for carrying On the 
activities of departments and insti
tutions for the remaining months of 
the fiscal years ending June 30th, 
1929, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER: This being an 
emergency measure, it is necessary 
under the Constitution that it have 
the affirmative vote of two-thirds 
the entire membership of this body. 
All those in favor of the final pas
sage of this resolve will rise and 
stand until counted, and the moni
tors have returned the count. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and eighteen 

in the affirmative and none 
negative, the resolve was 
passed. 

voting 
in the 
finally 
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The SPEAKER: Returning to 
orders of the day, is there any 
business which any member may 
bring before the House? 

On moHon by Mr. Wing of King
field, the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby it assigned for 
tomorrow morning S. P. 720, S. D. 
371, an act relating to optometry, 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman it was voted to take the 
bill from the table. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I offer 
House Amendment A and move its 
adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The Clerk wUl 
read the amendment. 

House Amendment A to Senat" 
Paper 720, entitled an act relating 
to optometry. 

Amend section three by adding 
after the word "Maine" in the fifth 
line thereof the following "nor to 
resident merchants so long as they 
shall sell spectacles only that do 
not contain opthalmic lenses." 

House Amendment A was adopt
ed, and on motion the bill as 
amended had its third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Rodolphe 
Hamel of Lewiston the bill was 
tabled, pending passage to be en
grossed, and specially assigned for 
Wednesday, April 3. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
further business under Orders of 
the Day? 

On motion by Mr. Burkett of 
Portland it was voted to take from 
the table H. P. 1696. H. D. 756, re
solve in favor of H. E. Houdlette. 
administrator of the estate of Ben
jamin Owen Emmos, late of Rich
mond, county of Sagadahoc, State 
'of Maine, deceased, tabled by that 
gentleman earlier today. 

Mr. BURKETT: Mr. Speaker, 
some facts in connection with this 
resolv'Cl I think should be called to 
the attention of the members of 
the House. In the new draft, which 
is House Document 756, ther'Cl is 
no statement of facts. There is 
statement of facts in House Docu
ment No. 188. It is quite a long 
and somewhat 'Cllaborate statement 
of facts that I will not read but I 
think I can give you the gist of it 
in a few words. 

Between Richmond, in Sagadahoc 
county, and Dresden, in Lincoln 
county, a man named Emmons in 
1923 owning his own boat, was li
censed as a f'Clrryman and author-

ized by the County Commissioners 
to conduct a ferry, the rates of toll 
being fixed by the county commis
sioners of the county of Sagadahoc. 
In August, 1923, an automobil<l 
containing several persons drove on 
to the ferry. While the ferry was on 
its passage from one side of the 
river to the other, according to the 
statement of facts, the brakes not 
being properly set, the automobile 
w'Clnt off the ferry and four people 
were drowned. Suits were brought 
against Mr. Emmons, two in Ken
nebec county and two in Sagadahoc 
county, and various judgments 
were, procured against him total
ling $3622.27. He has since died, 
having before his death given his 
note to his bank Which note was 
endorsed by his wife and three oth
er individuals. H'Cl reduced the 
note somewhat during his lifetime 
until now there is a balance due in 
excess of $1500. That, in brief, is 
the stat'Clment of facts. His estate 
now comes before this Legislature 
asking to be reimbursed to the ex
tent of $3622.27. 

Being int'Clrested to discover, if I 
could, any basis for legal liability 
for the payment of this claim, and 
being somewhat afraid of my own 
judgment on it because of the var
ious bills without merit we have 
b'Clen hearing in the Legal Affairs 
committee, as evidenced by the re
ports we have, been putting in re
cently, r consult'Cld, r think, all of 
the attorneys in the House and 
Senate. Nowhere could r find any 
explanation of any legal liability on 
the part of the Stat'Cl of Maine for 
the payment of this amount or any 
other amount in connection with 
this claim. It seems to me that the 
fact that the county of Sagadahoc 
reserv'Cld the right to fix the rates 
for this ferry does not of itself 
constitute that ferry, or that ferry
man, an agency of the State. If so, 
the fact that the Stat'Cl licenses and 
charters corporations and individu
als to engage in the business of 
railroading, operating telephone 
companies or electric light compan
ies would fall in the same cate
gory, and any person injured while 
traveling on any of those utilities, 
injured by the negligence of any 
employee, would have just as good 
a claim against the State of Maine. 

r then went around and talked 
with some members on the Com
mittee on Claims, some of the attor
neys on the committee and some 
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of the other memb,"rs, asking them 
to tell me, if they could, where there 
was any legal liability on this State 
to pay the claim, and up to th," 
present time no one has given me 
no such explanation. It is, of 
course, a pathetic state of affairs; 
but I had supposed up to the tim~ 
I interested myself in this claim 
that the Committee on Claims was 
for the purpose of hearing claims 
of ,peopl," who had just and legal 
claims against the State, claims 
which they would be barred from 
bring suit on against the State 
by reason of the provisions of our 
Statute, familiar to all of you, 
which require that no man can su," 
th," State of Maine except express
ed assent having be,"n previously 
given for that action by the Legis
lature. As I say, no member of the 
Committee on Claims has be,"n able 
to show any reason for paying this 
claim except on the basis of a char
itable gift from this State to these 
people. It is hard to oppos") it, but 
it seems to -me it would open the 
door to the introduction of a good 
many claims along the same line if 
we did pay it, and that this Legis
latur") is not justified in taking 
money raised by taxation to give to 
people who have no legal claim 
against the State. I therefore move, 
Mr. Sp"laker, that this resolve be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, this claim was heard be
fore the Committee on Claims, and 
the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Burkf'tt) seems very much interest
ed and very much exercised ov<)r 
this small claim against the State 
of Maine to the extent that he has 
come on h")re and found out that 
there is no legal right to pay it. 
The Committee on Claims is not a 
legal committee. The Committee 
on Claims is a committ")e of justice, 
not legality, if they had, they 
would have sent it to the legal 
committee on their wisdom, but 
they did not see fit _ to s")nd it there 
and they sent it to the Committee 
on Claims. 

I want to say that a ferry is 
nothing but a floating bridge. It 
has been so decided by an eminent 
jurist in the State of Maine, al
though the gentleman from Port
land (Mr. Burkett) is one of the 
legal fraternitY,-but it has been 
decided by an eminent jurist that a 
ferry is a floating bridge. 

They go down on a road to the 
river and start for the other side. 
This bridge, though floating, is not 
a pontoon. They were being carried 
across to the other side. If this 
claim had been put into the United 
States court, where it ought to 
have been, the claim would have 
been thrown out. I have had the 
same thing happen myself so I 
know about it. I did not have to 
ask any legal man, either. A legal 
man came and told me. I wanted to 
pay something and he said "Don't 
pay a cent" and the consequence 
was they threw it out of court. 

Now what happened here? This 
man had four automobiles, as I 
understand, go on to his ferry and 
they were very anxious to get 
across. I don't know whether the 
chains were up or not. I have seen 
some of our good motorists go right 
over the top of the chains on my 
own boat. I could not say whether he 
had chocks on it or not; we never 
put them on ours. We put chains 
up and sometimes they go over 
them, these good, fast runners. We 
heard this claim and what was the 
consequence. This man was de
feated, you might say, in our State 
court, and as I have said the action 
should have been in the United 
States court. There was a verdict 
against him and while he lived he 
tried to pay that verdict. He 
worked hard night and day but 
what was the consequence? One 
day he passed away. Therefore, 
they came to this House. Oh, I will 
say this. that this ferryman was 
put under bond and he had to go 
according to the laws of the State 
of Maine; but what was the conse
quence'l He, as I say, passed away. 
The bondsmen came on and the 
widow was trying to get along, but 
what was the consequence? Their 
house would have to be sold, the 
children would have to be put on 
the town. We did give them a 
part payment and the bondsmen are 
going to take part of their losses 
themselves, as I have been told, and 
the widow will have a roof over her 
head and the children will have 
schooling. Therefore, I hope the 
gentleman's motion will not prevail. 

Mr. HAWKES of Richmond: Mr. 
Speaker, ladies and gentlemen of 
the Eighty-fourth Legislature: I 
do not feel competent to reply to 
the honorable gentleman of the 



720 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 28 

legal profession (Mr. Burkett), but 
as I understand the committee on 
Claims is not a legal committee but 
is a committee to present to this 
bOdy what is just and equitable for 
people to receive who cannot receive 
those claims by law. I feel that if 
ever there was a just claim that 
demanded your consideration, this 
is the one. This widow and her five 
children will become town paupers 
if the State does not reimburse 
them for what their father suffered 
while he was alive, and I feel that 
if this is not done we will be lack
ing in our duty as legislators. This 
man gave his bond as Brother 
Rounds has said, and if he had lived 
he would have worked and paid 
every dollar involved; but unfortu
nately the worry and strain of this 
action caused his death and he left 
five dependent children. The bank 
holds a mortgage on that woman's 
property and every dollar will be 
paid to the bank, but when that 
money is so paid that widow and 
those children become town paupers 
and the State that the man had 
faithfully served for thirty years 
will not pay what it ought to pay 
if this resolve does not pass. The 
committee considered it, and while 
this gentleman' (Mr. Burkett) raises 
legal claims, there were lawyers on 
that committee who also considered 
it from a legal point of view and 

they reported unanimously that this 
claim should be paid. If that Is 
the case, you members wha serve 
on different committees in this 
House and consider the different 
things that enter into it,-yOU do 
not report a claim unanimously un
less you have given it careful con
sideration and unless you feel that 
it is a just claim. That is what 
this committee did, and I believe 
ladies and gentlemen that we are 
justified in passing this resolve. 

Mr. KITCHEN of Presque Isle: 
Mr. Speaker, I, myself, am in doubt 
as to this question and I really do 
not know how to vote. I am very 
sure that we would not wish to do 
any injustice to anyone who has a 
legal claim against the State of 
Maine; and for the purpose of 
gaining more information on this 
matter I should like to have this 
tabled and specially assigned for 
tomorrow morning. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Kitchen, the resolve was tabled, 
pending the motion of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Burkett, to 
indefinitely postpone. 

On motion by Mr. Jackson of 
Bath, 

Adjourned until 9.30 tomorrow 
morning. 


