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HOUSE 

Frillay, .:vlarch 16, 1929. 

'rIle 1 Lou:.::;e rTIf't according lo ad
journment and \\"88 called to oni"l' 
by th" f'peakel'. 

Prayel' hy the Re\'. :\Ir. Hcrshe.\'. 
Chaplain of ::"i'alional ~oldiers' 

Home. 
Journal of the preyious Sf ssion 

l't.'ad and apIH'O\'ed. 

l'npe]'s from tlw Senate llisposed 
of in concurrence. 

Senate Bills In i"irsi: ReaGin;; 
R. P. ~:1, S. D. 323: Rt-'sulyE' in 

fa Yor of Philip T. CalToll. 
S. 1'. ~59, S. D. 186: An act rc

lating to l'ulel'} and regulations gOY

('l'ning the issuance of tea('hel's' 
lWIlSioIlS. 

R. P. i":i2'j, S. D. 335: Resoh'(' in 
fa VOl' of the "\ ugusta f'ta te Hos 
pi tal. 

,.,. T'. 4" S. D. 2,: Resolye in 
fa \'01' of the Bangor Sta tf' Hospital. 

S. P. 190, ~. D. 326: Resol\'e in 
fa"or of Ow Df'partment of ::\lainc 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

S. P. 15f;, S. D. 334: An act ]'e

lating to the salary of th,~ SllPriff 
of \\'ashington county. 

Fmm the Scnate: Report of the 
Committee on Lega) A.ffairs report
ing ought to pass on bill an act to 
amend the Charter of the city of 
W('still'ook in reference to reducing 
the number of its Aldermen, and 
inCl'easing the time of their office 
as w('l1 as that of the JVlayOl' and 
the Board of Assessors (H. P. 1,1) 
(J 1. D. ,0) 
"'hich report and bill were rel:om
mitted to tilC Committee on Leg'al 
Affnin; in the House March 1st. 

Comes from the Senate the re
port accepted and Ule bill passed 
to he CngTOSSE'U in non-COnCU1TE'nce. 

Mr. ROBIE of \\'estbrook: :\11'. 
Speaker, through a misunderstand
ing in the Senate the report ,,'as 
al:cepte(l and the bill passed to bc 
en~TOSSe(l. It is und<:>l'stood and 
they want it to go back to the com
mittee on Legal Affairs. There
fore, I l1loYe that we insist on our 
former action and that the bill be 
recommitted to tIl(' ('ommittee Oll 

Lega] Affairs. 
The SPEAKER: Does the gentle

man wish to ask for a committee 
of conference or not? 

:Ii]'. ROBIE: I do not think it 
necessary, :VII'. Speaker. 

Thereupon the House voted to 
insist on its former action to re
commit the bill to the committee 
on Legal "\ffairs. 

From the Senate: Ordered, the 
House concurring, that when the 
Senate and House adjourn, they ad
.iOU1·J1 to meet, 'Monday afternoon, 
:\1<1re11 18, at 4 o'clock. 

In the Senate, read and passcd. 
III the Hous,' read and passed 

in (OnelllTPnC'e. 

Orders 
:\!t.. Aldrich of Topsham pre

sente(] tll(' following ordel' and 
nloYf'd its paHsa~~'l': 

\\'jwrcas, In the nWHsag'e to the 
Lt'g'islatur(' the Governor trans
mitte(! a letter from t1w former 
Secretarv cf Agriculture of the 
l'nit('(l . ~tatcs - w hie h implied 
charges against and which question
ed tiE' integrity of the Highway 
Commission of this State; and 

v,'herens, In said message the 
Gm'ernor advised the Legislature 
that he had demanded the resig
nations of all of the members of 
the Highway Commission; aA1d 

Whereas, It is public knowledge 
that the members of the Highway 
Commission have refused to accede 
to tIle Go\'ernor's demand and have 
asked that they be given an op
portunity to protect their reputa
tions from the implied and sug
gested charges against them; and 

Whereas, The said letter from 
said former Secretary of Agri
culture indicated that the Higllway 
Commission had been under sus
picion for two years; 

Ordered, The Senate concurring, 
that a committee of ten be ap
pointed, three on the part of the 
Senate to be named by the Presi
dent of the Senate, and seven on 
the part of the House of Rep
resentatives to be named hy the 
Speaker of the House, to investi
gate the proceedings, acts and 
actions of the State Highway Com
mission since .January 1, 1927, and 
at such other time or times as 
may be affected by any evidence 
relating to said Highway Commis
sion in the possession of the De
partment of Agriculture or of the 
Department of Justice at vvashing
ton, to the end that the Legis-
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lature and the people of the State 
may be advised of the basis for 
the complaint of said .authorities 
in Washington and may learn the 
facts in connection therewith. 

Ordered, That said Committee be 
and it hereby is directed to invite 
the Department of Agriculture and 
the Department of Justice of the 
Federal Government to submit up
on the investigation to be held 
hereunder any and all evidence in 
their possession which said De
partments feel reflects upon the 
ability or the integrity of any or 
all members of the State Highway 
Commission. 

Ordered, That said Committee 
be and it hereby is directed to re
quest the said Federal Depart
ments to send to the hearings upon 
said investigation to be held here
under such agents of said De
partments as the heads thereof may 
desire and such agents or other 
employees as the Committee' may 
feel should be heard. 

Ordered, That public hearings 
hereunder be started on :Monday, 
March 25, 1929, at 2 o'dock, P. :iii. 
in the Hall of the Maine House of 
Representatives same to continue 
until the investigation is completed, 
and that the Departments of 
Justice and Agriculture at \Vash
ington be notified forthwith of the 
time and place of said hearings. 

Ordered, That said Committc(' be 
and it hereby is givpn full authority 
to issue subpoenas and compel the 
attendance of witnesses and to 
compel the production of books 
and writings of every dc,scription 
and to compel the giving of evi
dence by anyone so subpoenaed. 
The Chairman of said Committee 
may administer oaths to witnesses. 

The members of said Committee 
shall be reimbursed for all expenses 
actually incurred by them in con
nection with said investig'ation, 
and counsel shall be furnished said 
Committee and the respective mem
bers of thc Highway Commission; 
all expenses in connection "'itll snid 
investigation to be paid out of 
Legislative funds. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: I 
wish to state at this time, Mr. 
Speal,er, that this order which is 
here introduced in no way conflicts 
in principle with another order 
which is now on the table in this 
House. The principle involved in 
both is the same, and the only 

question which will be raised under 
eith"r is as to the advisability of 
the method to be pursued. Now in 
fairness to the other order which is 
upon the table, I would now move 
that this order b" tabled to be tak
en up by me later in the morning. 

Thereupon the order presented 
by the gentleman from Topsham, 
Mr. Aldrich, was tabled and spe
cially assigned for consideration by 
a viva voce vote under orders of 
the day this morning. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Ston" from the Committee on 

Claims on resolve in favor of the 
town of New Sharon (H. p. 231) 
(H. D. 74) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1646) under same title 
and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Rounds from same Commit
te8 on resolve in favor of Lloyd W. 
Hickey to reimburse him for in
jury and expense incurred while in 
the employ of the State of Mainoe 
(H. P. 776) (H. D. 243) reported 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1647) 
under same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

Mr. Hawkes from the Committoee 
on \Vays and Bridges on resolve in 
favor of the town of Salem, for a 
new bridge (H. P. 563) reported 
same in a ne'v draft (H. p. 1648) 
under same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

Reports -read and accepted and 
the new drafts ordered printed un
del' the Joint Rules. 

Mr. LittiefiClld from the Commit
tee on Claims reported ought to 
pass on resolve in favor of John 
:\1. Eastman (H. p. 736) (H. D. 
212). 

Report read and accepted and the 
resoly", having already been print
ed, was read once under suspen
sion of the rules and tomorrow as
signed. 

Mr. Stone from the committee on 
Claims reported ought not to pass 
on resolve in favor of Daniel M. 
Maher for moving picture films of 
Governor Parkhurst's inaugural 
and funeral services· (H. P. 123) 
(H. D. 51). 

Mr. Blodgett from same commit
tee r"ported same on resolve in 
favor of James L. Martin, compen
sating him for services rendered 
and supplies furnished, in the bur
ial of Joseph Eldridge (H. P. 653) 
(H. D. 194). 

Same gentleman from same com
mittee reported same on resolve to 
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reimburse James L. Martin of Milo 
(H. p. 761) (H. D. 228) 

Reports read and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Rounds from same commit
tee reported sam~ or. resolve in 
favor of the town of Thomaston 
(H. P. 637) (H. D· 204). 

Mr. VOSE of Cushing: Mr. 
Speaker, I have been informed by 
a member of this corr:mitt~e that 
this adverse report is not in any 
way a reflection on the bill, and the 
only object in making the report 
in this manner is that th~ bill does 
not constitute the subject matter 
of the claim. Therefore, I move 
that pending the acceptanc~ of the 
committee's report, this bill be laid 
on the table. 

Thereupon the motion to table, 
p~nding acceptance of the report, 
prevailed. 

Mr. Holman from the Committee 
on Judiciary on bill an act relative 
to absent voting (H. P. 1283) (H. 
D. 440) reported that legislation 
thereon is in~xpedient. 

Mr. Small from the Committee on 
Education reported ought not to 
pass on bill an act relating to 
the Superintendent of Schools in 
Harpswell (H. P. 1405) (H. D. 467). 

Mr. MacKinnon from the Com
mittee on Inland Fisheries and 
Game reported same on bill an act 
to close ice fishing in Cathance 
Lak~ (H. P. 1466) (H. D. 510). 

Reports read ana accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Williamson from the Com
mittee on Judiciary on bill an act 
authorizing the State Highway 
Commission to designat~ county 
and town highways as through 
ways (H. P. 1212) (H. D. 404) re
ported same in a new draft (H. P. 
1640) under title of an act relating 
to designation of through ways and 
that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Blaisdell from the Committee 
on ~gal Affairs on bill an act to 
require the investment in perma
nent securities of school funds and 
other trust funds held by city, 
town, quasi-municipal corporations 
and state officers (H. P. 320) (H. 
D. 95) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1642) under title of an 
act relating to the investment in 
permanent securities of school 
funds and other trust funds held 
by city, town, quasi-municipal cor
porations and state offic~rs and 
that it ought to pass. 

;\11'. Jack from same committee 

on bill an act to incorporate the 
South Orrington Cemeteries Asso
ciation (H. P. 166) (H. D. 69) re
ported same in a n~w draft (H. P. 
1641) under same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Chase from the Committee 
on Public Utilities on bill an act 
granting the right of eminent do
main to ~lectric power companies 
doing a public utilities business (H. 
P. 616) (H. D. 182) reported same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1644) under 
same title and that it ought to 
pass. 

(Tabled by Mr. Sturgis of Au
burn pending acceptance of th~ re
port, and on motion by Mr. Chase 
of Cape Elizabeth 500 copies of the 
new draft ordered printed.) 

Same ~ntlt,man from same com
mittee on bill an act to incorporate 
Madawaska Water Company (H. 
P. 728) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1643) under same title 
and that it ought to pass. 

Reports read and accepted and 
the new drafts ordered printed un
der the Joint Rules. 

Mr. Hawkes from th~ Committee 
on Ways and Bridges on bill an 
act relative to highways through 
towns of less than fiv'e thousand 
inhabitants (H. P. 522) (H. D. 151) 
reported same in a n~w draft (H. 
P. 1645) under same title and that 
it ought to pass. 

(Tabled by Mr. McKnight of Po
land, pending acceptance of report 
and 500 copies of the new draft 
ordered printed.) 

Mr. Pratt from the Committee on 
State School for Boys, State School 
for Girls and State Reformatories 
reported ought to pass on resolve 
in favor of the State Reformatory 
for Women for the erection of a 
house for mothers and babies. (H. 
p. 185) 

Report read and accepted and 
the resolve ordered printed under 
the Joint Rules. 

Mr. Small from the Committee on 
Education reported same ::)11 i)ill an 
act to amend Section 4 of Chapter 
173 of the Public Laws of 1921 re
lating to deductions fr'Jm State 
8chool Fund (H. P. 1181) (H. D. 
387) 

Mrs. Day from same Committee 
reported same on bill an act relat
ing to equal schOOl privileges for 
all pupils (H. P. 1383) (R. D. 463) 

Mr. Anderson from th~ Commit
tee on Indian Affairs reported same 
on bill an act to place the adminis-
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tration of the affairs of thp. Indian 
Tribes under the Department of 
Forestry (H. P. 1275) (H. D. 432) 

Mr. MCLean from the Committee 
on Inland Fisheries and Game re
ported same on bill an act relat
ing to fishing in Kewayden Lake in 
the town of Stoneham (H. p, 1534) 
(H. D. 555) 

Mr. Jackson from the Committee 
on Labor reported same on bill an 
act relative to the hours of em
ployment of women (H. P. 1568) 
(H. D. 603) 

Mr. Chase from the Committee 
on Public Utilities reported same 
on bill an act relating to taking of 
land of railroad corporations for 
streets or ways (H. P. 1574) (H. D. 
580) 

Mr. McCart from the Committee 
on Revision of Statutes rbPorted 
same on bill an act relating to vac
ancies in town offices (H. P. 1255) 
(H. D. 427) 

Mr. Stone from same Committee 
reported same on bill an act rela
tive to probate courts (H. P. 1281 j 
(H. D. 438) 

Mr. Hammond from the Com
mittee 011 State Lands and Forest 
Preservation reported same on !l1l1 
an act to amend Section 66 of 
Chapter 8 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the funds of the Main~ 
Forestry District (H. P. 1404) (H. 
D. 466) 

Mr. Varnum from the Committee 
on State Prison reported same on 
bill an act relating to the 'Collec
tion of a fee from persons visiting 
the, State Prison (H. P. 1166) (H 
D. 373) 

Mr. Varnum frO'm same Commit
tee repO'rted same on resolve in 
favO'r O'f the Maine State Prison 
for maintenance and current ex
penses (H. P. 1584) (H. D. 587) 

Mr. Hawkes frO'm the Committee 
O'n Ways and Bridges repO'rted 
same O'n bill an act to revise ar
range and simplify the Mill' Tax 
Highway Fund Laws (H. P. 1445) 
(H. D. 500) 

Same gentleman from same CO'm
mittee repO'rted same on bill an act 
relative to snO'w remO'val from 
State and State aid highw1<Ys in 
unincorporated townships and 
plantations, and declaring Chapter 
227 of the Public Laws ;>f 1927 to' 
be a part O'f Chapter 25 of the Re
vised Statutes entitled State High
ways (H. P. 1443) (H. D. 49g) 

RepO'rts read and accepted and 

the bills and resolve having already 
been printed, the bills were read 
twice, the resO'lve read one'e, and 
tomorrow assigned. 
First Reading of Printed BIII& and 

Resolves 
(H. P. 1637) (H. D. 661) An 

act relating to' fusil>\e plugs in 
steam bO'ilers. 

(Tabled by M'r. Picher of Water
ville pending secO'nd reading.) 

(H. P. 1638) (H. D. 662) An act 
relative to the extermination O'f 
mosquitoes. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(S. P. 547) (S. D. 224) An act to 

amend Section 38 O'f Chapter 16 O'f 
the Revised Statutes relating to' 
duties of superintending schO'ol 
committees. 

(S. P. 666) (S. D. 332) An act re
lating to the jurisdiction of the Su
preme Judicial and Superior 
CO'urts. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON O'f Augusta: 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to offer aili 
amendment, though perhaps this 
should be offered after t.he report 
is accepted. 

Report of cO'mmittee O'n bills in 
third reading accepted and the bill 
had its, third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON: Mr. Speaker. 
I O'ffer House Amendment A to 
Senate Paper 666 and move its 
adoptiO'n. 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Paper 666, Senate Document 332 
"An act relating to the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Judicial and Supe
rior Courts." 

Amend Section one of Senate 
Paper 666, Senate Document 33!! by 
inserting the word "voluntary" aft
er the wO'rd and punctuation 
~eath" in the second line of the 

second paragraph O'f said section. 
ThereuPon House Amendment A 

was adopted and the bill was pass
ed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. 

(S. P. 668) (S. D. 330) An act to' 
incorpO'rate The Maine FoundatiO'n. 

(S. P. 669) (S. D. 331) An act to' 
license and regulate private hos
pitals and private houses fO'r the 
treatment of patients mentaJly de
ranged. 

(H. P. 842) (H. D. 268) An act re
'lating to the establishment of the 
Lewiston Municipal Court. 

(H. P. 1214) (H. D. 405) An act to' 
amend Sections 44, 45 and !8 of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to pro
cedure before Public Utili~ies CO'm
mission. 
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(H. P. 1406) (H. D. 468) An act 
providing for committee of visitors 
to Pownal State School. 

(H. P. 1407) (H. D. 469) An act to 
amend Section 15 of Chapter 49, 
remting to certain reports to the 
Commissioner of Labor and Indus
try. 

(H P 1595) (H. D. 593) An act 
regarding disposition of mot'lr 
vehiCle fees. 

(H. P. 1629) (H. D. 648) An act 
relating to the relicensing and reg
istration of undertakers. 

(H. P. 1634) (H. D. 660) An act 
relating to the removal of snow 
from highways and town ways. 

(Tabled by Mr. Sturgis of Au
burn pending passage tu be en
grossed.) 

(H. P. 1635) (H. D. 659) An act 
to set off certain land from the 
town of Hudson to be anl1Pxed to 
the city of Old Town. 

(H. P. 1636) (H. D. 658) An act 
to prohibit lobster fishing iil cer
tain waters of Winter Harhor and 
Gouldsboro. 

Paper from the Senate out of or
der. 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that bill an act to establish a Park 
Commission for the city of South 
Portland, H. P. 334, H. D. 96, be re
called from the files of the Senate 
and returned to the House, which 
was read and passed in the House 
March 8th, and in the Senate in
definitely postponed, the House on 
March 14 voting to insist and ask
ing for a committee of conference. 

Comes from the Senate that 
body voting to insist on its action 
and appointing a committee of 
conference, with the following con
ferees: Senators Crosby of Pe.nob
scot, Dwinal of Knox and Murchie 
of Washington. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under tabled 

and today assigned the Chair pre
sents the first matter, joint order 
relative to proceedings against 
members of State Highway Com
mission, H. D. 657, tabled on 
March 13th by the gentleman from 
Presque Isle, Mr. Kitchen, the 
pending question being passage in 
concurrence, and the Chair recog
nizes the gentleman. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This is not 

my matter, and my only thought in 
connection with this, and I am sure 
it is your thought, is that we pro
ceed in a right and orderly man
ner. 

I would like to inquire at this 
time as to whether it would be in 
order to discuss the merits of the 
order which is before the House 
and tabled. 

The SPEAKER: The question 
before the House is on the pas
sage by the House, and any dis
cussion of the merits of the order 
is certainly appropriate. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, 
should the discussion be confined to 
this one in particular, or the one 
before the House? 

To explain myself, I thought it 
might be appropriate for the gen
tleman from Topsham (Mr., Ald
rich) to define the difference be
tween the orders, as he under
stands it. 

The SPEAKER: 
man address an 
gentleman from 
Aldrich) ? 

Does the gentle
inquiry to the 
Topsham (Mr. 

The Chair will state that the 
merits of this order are in order in 
discussing this order, and the mer
its of the order of the gentleman 
from Topsham (Mr. Aldrich) are 
open to discussion in the discussion 
of his order, and the Chair sees no 
objection to a statement by either 
gentleman of the distinction be
tween the two orders. 

Mr. KITCHEN: I would then 
like to yield to the gentleman from 
Topsham, Mr. Aldrich, Mr. Speak
er. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Presque Isle, Mr. Kitche.n, 
yields to the gentleman from Top
sham, Mr. Aldrich. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the courtesy of the gen
tleman from Presque Isle, Mr. 
Kitchen, but I really feel that until I 
have heard the order which is before 
us discussed by those who may be in 
favor of it, that I should not be 
called upon to say anything with 
reference to it. If nothing is to be 
said in support of the order, I 
shall be very glad to then state my 
position with respect to this entire 
Situation, which I believe is not to 
any great extent different from the 
position of the gentleman from 
Presque Isle (Mr. Kitchen). In 
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other words, I believe, as I said be
fore we are all in this House aim
ing 'to reach the same end, and it 
is just a question of method. I am 
open to conviction that this is the 
best method if it may be so shown. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state for the benefit of the House 
that the order under consideration 
is printed as House Document 657, 
and should be on the desk of every 
member. The order of the gentle
man from Topsham (Mr. Aldrich) 
having been introduced this morn
ing, obviously is not printed. 

Mr. FARRIS of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, do I understand the Chair 
to say the order is on the desks? 

The SPEAKER: Theo~erundM 
discussion is House Document 657, 
and should be on the desk of every 
member. 

Mr. ALLEN of Sanford: Mr. 
Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen 
of the House of Representatives: I 
have been here for the last two or 
three weeks, and I have come 
downstairs in the morning and 
somebody would say-

"Have you heard anything?" 
"No, not a word. Have you?" 
"No, what do you think they are 

going to do?" 
"I don't know. "\Vhat do you 

think?" 
uI don't know." 
That is all I have heard for about 

two weeks. Now I want to say in 
connection with this that that situ
ation, as it now stands, is not fair 
to the Highway Commission of the 
State of Maine. I want also to say 
that it is not fair to the Governor 
of the State of Maine; it is also not 
fair to the Legislature of the State 
of Maine. It is not fair to the peo
ple of the State of Maine for us to 
sit here like a lot of sick ducks. 
Now that is sure. there is no ques
tion about that. 

Now as far as these two orders 
are concerned, as far as I can see, 
I have heard them both read and it 
is "whereby and whereas and 
whereon and so on and so forth." 
There is a distinction; but no dif
ference, as I understand it-just 
a distinction. Now for Heaven's 
sake, let us do something and not 
pass the buck. I do not know 
anything about this order at all, 
but I move that we concur with the 
Senate in the adoption of this or
der. Now, for Goodness' sake, let 

us do something! I am sick and 
tired of listening to this stuff. (Ap
plause) 

Mr. FOSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House 
recess for ten minutes,. 

(Cries of "No, no.") 
The SPEAKER: The gentleman 

from Ellsworth, Mr. Foster, moves 
that the House recess for ten min
utes. As many as are in favor of 
the gentleman's motion will say 
aye; as many as are opposed will 
say no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
the motion failed of passage. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, I 
shall not take much of the time of 
this House in recounting what is 
already familiar to it. Last week 
we received a message, accompan
ied by a letter from the Secretary 
of Agriculture, advising that the 
Department of Agriculture in 
Washington would do certain 
things ad verse to the State of 
Maine unless the State of Maine 
pursued a certain course. There
after, the members of the Highway 
Commission were requested to re
sign, and we were so advised. Now 
I have no disposition or intention 
at this time to in any way criticise 
that action. I do feel, however, that 
we may with propriety recognize 
that a state is entitled to demand 
that its sovereign rights shall be 
respected, and, so far as I know. 
no state in this Union has abrogat
ed those rights at the dictation of 
the Federal government. 

The Highway Commission, as is 
well known, refused to resign, and 
thereby, in my judgment, notice 
was served by the State of Maine 
that the State of Maine does not 
propose to supinely take dictation 
from Washington unless a reason 
therefor adequate to our rights is 
given. 

The entire matter has been pre
sented to us. As the gentleman 
(Mr. Allen) has just stated, and I 
agree with every word he said, the 
time has come for this Legislature 
in the name of the State of Maine 
to act, if we are going to retain the 
respect of the people of Maine. 
And that brings us to a considera
tion of the only thing that is be
fore us in these two orders, Mr. 
Speaker, as to what, under the 
circumstances, the method to be 
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adopted by the state of Maine 
should be. 

Now this oni.er wmcn IS before 
you proposes that we shall appoint 
a committee which shall go out and 
seek from the Federal government, 
if it can be secured, ex parte evi
dence against three men or one of 
these three men, or two of them. 
lf that caoll be secured, then this 
committee can come back and for
mUlate an address, and after that 
address is formulated then there 
may be a joint convention of this 
Legislature. Now the first thought 
that occurs to me with respect to 
that proposal is this: That we are 
proposing to take action by the 
State of Maine, which action will 
be absolutely limited by what the 
Department in ,Vashington sees fit 
to do, and if the Department in 
Washington does nothing, you are 
powerless. ,Vhat will your com
mittee do? And if the Department 
in ,Vashington intimates they will 
be glad to cooperate with us in our 
personal business, they cannot give 
us anything for three months. Are 
we going to stay here for three 
months until we learn what they 
are going to do? And I submit to 
you that if you follow the method 
whicl1 is proposed in this order 
whicl1 is before us, you will put 
yourselves in a position where the 
State of Maine is absolutely help
less to do anything towards clear
ing up this matter unless the Fed
eral government cooperates, and I 
for one am not willing to place my
self in that position. 

I believe that the State of Maine, 
under the circumstances which 
have arisen, has a right to insist
and I know you will agree with me 
on this-that these men, who pre
sumably are under some kind of 
vague charges, shall be treated like 
the humblest men in our common
wealth, and we, I believe, are glad 
to see they are so treated, and to 
see that they be given an oppor
tunity, without hindrance by 
Washington, without the say-so or 
consent of Washington, but solely 
at the behest of the State of Maine, 
solely under our control, and in a 
proceeding controlled by us, the 
opportunity of having the evidence 
presented to them, if there be such 
evide.nce, of their wrong-doing, In 
order that they may be faced with 

their accusers and meet the 
charges. 

Now, gentlemen, I believe we are 
all agreed we do not want to stay 
here all summer. I believe we are 
all agreed we want to do whatever 
will enable us to get action quickly. 
It is for that sole reason that I in
troduced this order which will 
come up later. 

The objection to the order before 
you is that there is no assurance 
that you will get aollY quick action. 
If you will pardon me for repeat
ing: You will absolutely be limited 
under that order to what Washing
ton may see fit to do. Now I might 
go on and discuss it further, but 
that, to me, is a sufficient reason 
why we should not adopt that 
method. 

Now permit me to say this before 
I sit down. I believe that we in 
this whole Legislature are a unit 
on the proposition that we demand 
fair treatment for any of our citi
zens. I believe we are a unit on 
the proposition that the members 
of this Highway Commission are 
entitled to that kind of treatment 
at our hands; and I think it would 
be unfortunate if by anything we 
do here today any impression 
should be given that we are not a 
unit. Whether you pass this or
der or whether you pass mine, we 
are a unit, and all we are discuss
ing here is the question of what is 
the best method. We will go 
along together. I will go along 
with anyone in this proposition, or 
on any method that this Legislature 
or this House decides is the 
better method. I will subordinate 
my judgment to the judgment of 
the Legislature. And so I want it 
clearly understood in your minds 
that I am not oPposing this order 
because it suggests getting relief 
which we are entitled to-not at 
all. I am opposing the order be
cause I think under that order your 
committee will be absolutely de
pendent upon this department in 
Washington. which I now say, in 
my judgment, based upon what we 
have had, has act")d in a most un
fortunate way, to speak charitably. 
Now that is all there is to this 
matter. 

The gentleman (Mr. Kitchen) 
asked me to explain th") distinction, 
and I have tried to do so. The 
order I propose would provide for 
immediate action. We will begin 
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our h€aring, and we will invite 
them to come up and bring any 
evidence they have. And why 
shouldn't we? If they have it, let 
them produce it. If th€y have evi
dence upon which anyone of these 
men can be convicted, I say to you, 
and you know, that those men have 
got to g€t out, without any ad
dresses to the Governor or any im
peachment proceedings. We are in 
a position here to legislat€ them 
out if we have to, so there is no 
question as to what the result will 
be, based upon the r€port of your 
committee. After you have had 
public hearings, the people of the 
State of Main€ for the first time 
will be given an opportunity of 
knowing what the affairs of this 
State are in connection with our 
Highway Commission, and you 
gentlemen and the members of th€ 
Senate will have the opportunity. 
We will begin immediat€ly and we 
won't be depending on whether Mr. 
McDonald in Washington sees fit 
to give us information or whether 
h;) does not. :~ Mr. McDonald does 
not want to come up here with his 
evidence, he can stay in Washing
ton, but we will give him a chance 
to come up and pres;)nt it, and if 
he has got it we will accept it 
without question after the oppor
tunity has been presented to th;)se 
men to face it. 

Now do you want quick action, 
or don't you? That is all there is 
to this matter. Do you want to 
stay here for thr;)e months? Do 
you want to stay here until the 
middle of April or the latter part 
of April hoping to God you are 
going to get something down there, 
and th;)n have that committee re
port they have effected nothing, 
and we will have to have a special 
session? Do you want that, or do 
you want to hold an investigation 
which we are p;)rfectiy capable of 
holding right here and which we 
will begin at once. The reason for 
the date suggested, a week from 
Monday, is in order to give oppor
tunity for Washington to pull itself 
together and come up here, if they 
want to. We all want to know, the 
people of the State want to know. 
Don't let us have this thing shroud
ed in mystery any longer. 

I say to you, friends, if it is 
your judgment that the better way 
to proce;)d is under this order, I 
have no objection'. I stated to you 
my reasons and the sole reasons 

for offering the other. And I say 
to you, if you want to go on on 
this one, I will go along with you 
smilingly; but it is my own judg
ment that if you want to €ffect 
something you won't go under that 
order. I am friendly to the prin .. 
ciple that is involved in both, but 
I want to call to your attention 
these facts. 

This whole matter is unqu;)stion
ably a question of states rights, 
unquestionably a question of OUI' 
retaining our rights, unquestion
ably a question as to whether or 
not there shall b;) domination by 
Washington or won't, just because 
a department head down there see:. 
fit to tell us that he will withhold 
f;)deral funds from us without any 
more rea~on than he has given. 
Do not forget that is involved. BUl. 
that is not involved in th;) ques
tion of the procedure you will take. 
If you want quick action, I believe 
the other order will give it to you. 

I want to be fair. It may b;) your 
committee will go down there to 
Washington and get the facts. I 
don't know. The idea is that a 
great department in Washington 
could, with a great d~al of plausi
bility defer and delay the furnish
ing of such information as you 
want, and I again repeat to you 
that if that perchance were their 
course your committ;)p under this 
order will be helpless, because that 
is what we want. That is the only 
thing that has been brought 
against us, what Washington has 
said, and that is what we want, 
and, if we invit~ them in a polite 
manner, we may get it. I, for one, 
assume that before that letter was 
written that department had ;)vi
dence, and I cannot conceive that 
Washington won't send this evi
dence up here. If it do;)s, we will 
get this thing straightened out be
fore the end of this session and 
we will all know wh;)re we are and 
can adopt a road program and go 
along. But I say to you that jf 
this is held up in the air much 
longer I wouldn't want to make 
any prediction as to what we will 
do. You know that as well as I 
do. Now this thing has got to be 
cif'aned uP. and the only question 
b"fore us is a: to the quickest way 
to do it. 

They may tell you that is a 
constitutional method. That is 
true. I also wish to point out
I haven't looked it up-but I think 
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YOU won't find a precedent under 
impeachment proceedings in which 
an address has been taken where 
the charges have been of such a 
character that the State could not 
ignore them, and therefore it pro
ceeded in the constitutional way. 
But because that is in the con
stitution, we are in no way pre
cluded from conducting an examin
ation and investigation by this 
body. The sole question, as I say, 
is the way you want to do it and 
whether you want to do it quickly. 

Now I wish to say further: I 
beg of you, don't let us put this 
matter on the table any longer. 
Let us act. As the gentleman says, 
let us do something. 

I hope, for the reasons that I 
have stated, you may see fit to de
feat this order, not that I am op
posed to the order-the gentlemen 
who prepared that order and I are 
in perfect accord as to our desire 
for results-but I cannot help be
lieving that you will get the results 
qUicker if you go ahead and do 
something and set a date when you 
are going to start. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, I 
gather from the gentleman's re
marks that either order will event .. 
ually accomplish the purpose. I 
just want to state to the members 
of this House the position that we 
are in on this order which is be
fore the House at the Present mo
ment. The order has, been unani
mously adopted by the Senate. If 
We reject this order and accept the 
other one, then that must go to the 
Senate. 

Now I notice that the Senators 
are in the back of this Hall. I do 
not know whether they have simply 
recessed Or whether they have ad
journed for the day. But my 
thought is this,-that we should 
take some action today, as this is 
the last day of this week's session. 
If an order could be passed and a 
committee appointed today, then 
we would meet and start out the 
right way to accomplish results 
quickly. I support the motion of 
the gentleman from Sanford, Mr. 
Allen. (Applause) 

Mr. JACK of Lisbon Falls: Mr. 
Speaker and Fellow-members of 
the Legislature: The essence of 
this whole proposition at this time 
is this: The Government at Wash
ington has preferred its charges, 
or stated them, or presented them. 

There can be no hardship on the 
part of the Government, because 
it is not assumed, or it should not 
be assumed, that it presented its 
charges before it had its entire 
evidence. Therefore, there can be 
no disadvantage to the Government 
of the United States, there can be 
no disadvantage to this Legisla
ture, to the citizenship of Maine, 
unless this matter is not cleaned 
up, and we should act at once. 

Now I say again, the essence of 
this whole proposition is time. 
Washington is, or should be, in a 
position to be here at the time 
mentioned in the Aldrich order. 
The thing is brought to a point in 
that order, so they must present 
themselves for action, and that is 
what we want. 

Mr. McCART of Eastport: Mr. 
Speaker, I really had no desire to 
be drawn into the Highway con
troversy, but as a member of this 
Legislature who was here last 
term, and was forced to sit by and 
listen to the so-called investiga
tion, I really think my views might 
be of some benefit to the members 
of the Legislature who were not 
here last session. 

Of course we all know there was 
a so-called investigation. Certain 
bombastic attorneys stood right up 
in the front of this House, and 
waves of hot air came up through 
that door. We got nowhere. 

The present order calls for a 
safe and sane method of going at 
the problem. Two of my brother 
attorneys have spoken against it, 
and I am afraid they may have 
left a misapprehension in thE> 
minds of some of the laymen in 
the House. It has been stated that 
the present order, the so-callen 
Spear order, Is a method that we 
would not accord to the lowest citi
zens of the Commonwealth. Gentle
men, I cannot agree with that. 
This is the method Which it is 
logically followed in all court pro
ceedings of any moment. This 
committee, under the Spear order. 
is Himllar to a Grand Jury. which 
is granted to any citizen when Ile 
is accused of a felony. Further
more, this committee is not ne
pendent on the Department of Agri
culture at Washington, as -the 
gentleman from Topsham (Mr. Ald
rich) would have you believe. 

This order says "The committee 
Is directed to obtain, If possible. 
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from the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture, the United 
States Department of Justice, and 
other persons and sources, such 
data evidence and information as 
they' have in their possession, ~n
cluding names of witnesses, whlch 
will assist the committee in recom
mending the advisability and form 
of proceedings against the afore
said members of the State High
way Commission or any of them, 
et cetera." 

I presume you have all read it. 
Now we are not dependent on the 

Department of Agricultt.)'e at 
Washington. Those men trom the 
Department of Agricultur" Clnd the 
Department of Justice Cdme to 
Maine to get their evidence. We are 
in Maine now, and we ~,an get it 
if they can. And further, this com
mittee can get right to >York and 
hold ex parte hearings. [j' Y"U get 
a committee-I am still going to 
call it a so-called investig,ttion
you are going to have witnesses for 
and against both sides. and that 
committee is not going to base its 
conclusions entirely upon the evi
dence. It is not human nature. They 
are going to base their opinions 
partly upon t11e argument" ,)f these 
attorneys. who are going to cost 
something. It cost pretty nearlv 
$2500 last session, I believe. 

Now when the committ.oe. acting 
under the Spear order, reaches a 
conclusion, it is not going to come 
in and say part of the Highway 
Commission or all of the Highway 
Commission-this committee has a 
number of ways in which to report, 
. and when it does report, i~ may 
recommend an address to U,e Gov
ernor, or other proceeding'! for re
moval. "The committee is 11,lso to 
consider and to report the order of 
proceedings to be observed III pre
senting such resolve or other pro
cess, in ordering and conducting 
hearings thereon and in preRenting 
and adopting such address or ad
dresses to the Governor :..nd Coun
cil as may result therefrom." So if 
this committee still feels that the 
Highway Commission is entttled to 
hearing under the Spear 01'df>r, they 
can give them an opportunity to be 
heard, but in reaching their con
clusions they are not gomg to be 
influenced by arguments 'If atteor
peys or some personal feeling in 
the matter. They are goin.; to sit 
down by themselves and hear it as 

a Grand Jury, and reach " consis
tent conclusion, and it rJrobably 
will not cost one-quarter .15 much 
as an investigation WOUld. 

Mr. FARRIS of August",: Mr. 
Speaker, I believe that it would be 
discourteous to the SenatE' 10 non
concur in the passage of this order. 
The Senate presents this morning 
an order which I believe o.ccom
plishf>s the purpose we are .~eeking, 
and instead of concurring with the 
Senate, we are introducing another 
order from this House. 

I notice in the order read, which 
has beeh introduced by Mr. Aldrich 
thE' gentleman trom Tops!1>1m, that 
It states that the investigation will 
go back to 1927, January 1. 01 such 
further time as th" committee may 
.determine. I believe there is a lit
tle joker right there, that. J.miting 
it to 1927, January 1. We have a 
record of the proceedings in 1927, 
and we can use that record. If we 
are going back and going Into this 
matter, we should go bacrl: tu 1925, 
because the letter from the Oepart
rrlE'nt of Agriculture stated that 
,;;ome of this trouble occurred in 
1926. I want to g(' on record as be
ing in favor of the passage of this 
order now pending. 

Mr. PEACOCK of Readfield: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the p;'evious ques
tion. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Readfield, Mr. Peacock, moves 
the previous question. As many as 
are in favor of the Chair entertain
ing the previous qt:estion will rise 
nnd stand in their places until 
counted and the monitors will re
turn the count 

A sufficient number arose . 
The SPEAKER: A sufficient 

number obviously having arisen, 
the question before the House is 
shall the main qUestion be now 
put? Thl!> question is debatable, but 
no member shall speak thereon for 
more than five minutes. 

Shall the main question be now 
put? 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker-

The SPEAKER: The rlebdte on 
the previous question must be con
fined to the question of whether the 
main question shall be put 8nd not 
on the question of the merits of the 
order. The question before the 
House is shall the main que'3tion be 
now put? As many as are in favor 
of the Chair putting the main ques
tion now will rise and stand in 
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their places until counted and the 
monitors wiII return the count. 

A division of the House being 
had, 

One hundred and thirtean voting 
in the affirmative and four in the 
negative, the motion that the main 
question be now put prevailed. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the vote be 
taken by the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER: The gcutleman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, moves 
that when the vote upon the ques
tion of the passage of the order in 
concurrence is taken, it be taken by 
the yeas and nays. This motion 
must be supported by one-fifth of 
the members present. As many as 
are in favor of the gentleman's mo
tion wiII rise and stand in their 
places until counted and the mon
itors will return the cOU:lt. 

A sufficient number h a v i n g 
arisen, the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question 
before the House is upon the pass
age in concurrence of House Docu
ment No. 657, joint order relative 
to proceedings against members of 
the State Highway Commission. 
As many as are in favor of its 
passage will say aye when their 
names are called; those opposed 
will answer no. The Clerk will call 
the roll. 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker, there still seems to be 
a little confusion as to which order 
is before the House and would the 
Chair undertake to make that a 
little more clear? 

The SPEAKER: The only order 
on which the members are voting 
is House Document No. 657, which 
is the first today assigned matter 
on page seven of the calendar. 
This order comes from the Senate 
having been read and passed. Th~ 
question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Sanford, Mr. Allen, 
that this order be passed in con
currence. The Clerk wiII call the 
roll. 

YEA-Adams, Allen of Camden, Al
Ien of Sanford, Andersor: of New 
Sweden, Angel!, Bachelder, Belleau. 
Bishop, Bissett, Blanchard, Boston, 
Bove, Briggs, Burkett of Portland 
Burkett of Union, Burns, Burr, Buz: 
zeIl, Carleton of Portland, Chase 
Clark, Comins, Couture. Crawford: 
Daigle, Day, Farris. Fogg, Folsom, 
Foster, Gagne, Gay, Gillespie, Ham
mond, Harrington, Hatch, Hathaway, 

Hawkes of Richmond, Hawkes of 
Standish, Heath, Hill, Holbrook, Hol
man, Hubbard, Hughes, Hunt, Hurd, 
Jacl<son of Portland, Jacobs of vVells, 
Jones of Corinna, Jones of Water
ville, Jones of Windsor, Jones of 
Winthrop, Kane, King, Kitchen, Len
fest, Lewis, Libby, Littlefield of 
Farmingdale, Littlefield of Monroe, 
Lombard, Lowell, Mansfield, McCart, 
McLean, Melcher, Merrill, Milliken, 
Morse of Oakland, Morse of Rum
ford, O'Connell, Peacock, Perham. 
Perkins, Picher, Quint, Roach, Robie, 
Rogers of Greenville, Rogers of Yar
mouth, Roy, St. Clair, Sargent, Sau
cier, Seavey, Small of Freedom, 
Sterling of Kittery, Sterling of Car
atunk PI., Stone, Stuart, Sturtevant, 
Taylor, Thatcher, Towne, Tucker, 
Varnum, Vase, vVard, Webster of Au
burn, Webster of Buxton, White, 
vVight, Williamson, vVing, Wright-
106. 

NAY-Aldrich, Anderson of South 
Portland, Ashby, Bailey, Bisbee, 
Blaisdell, Boynton, Butler, Campb8!1, 
Carleton of vVinterport, Clifford, 
Eaton, Ford, Friend, Hamel (George), 
Hamel (Rodolphe), Ingraham, JaCk, 
Jacl{son of Bath, Jacobs of Auburn, 
Leonard, Locke, McKnight, Morin, 
Palmer, Patterson, Potter, Powers, 
Pratt, Rea, Richardson, Rounds, Stet
son, Sturgis-34. 

A B SEN T - Blodgett, Dudley, 
Laughlin, MacKinnon, Pike, Rackliff, 
Rumill, Small of East Machias, Stan
ley-9. 

One hundred and six having voted 
in the affirmative and 34 in the 
negative, the order received pass
age in concurrence. 

Mr. JACOBS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I move now that the Chair 
appoint the committee as men
tioned in the order. 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle
man incorporate in his motion the 
number desired to be appointed on 
the part of the House, as the order 
refers to such as the House may 
join. 

Mr. JACOBS: Seven, Mr. Speak
er. 

Thereupon, a viva voce vote being 
taken, it was voted that the Chair 
appoint seven members on the part 
of the House and the Chair ap
pointed as such members: Rep
resentatives Foster of Ellsworth, 
Melcher of Rumford, HOlbrook of 
Vanceboro, Bishop of Boothbay 
Harbor, Holman of Farmington, 
Small of Freedom and Wright of 
Bath. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents the second matter tabled and 
today assigned, House report ought 
to pass in new draft, committee on 
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Sea and Shore Fisheries. on bill 
an act to insure the quality of sar
dines packed in Maine. H. P. 1090. 
H. D. 3!52. reported in a new draft. 
H. P. 1630. tabled on March 14th by 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Carleton. the pending question be
ing acceptance of report, and the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Carleton, the 
report of the committee was ac
cepted, and the new draft ordered 
printed under the joint rules. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of 
Farmingdale. it was voted to take 
from the table the fourth unas
signed matter. S. P. 164, S. D. 74. 
resolve in favor of the Central 
Maine Sanatorium for maintenance. 
personal services, repairs and 
equipment, tabled by that gentle
man on March 13th, the pending 
question being passage to be en
grossed as amended by House 
Amendment A. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speak
er, I now offer House Amendment 
B to Senate Paper 164, correcting 
the total figures. and move its 
adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Farmingdale, Mr. Littlefield, 
now offers House Amendment B to 
Senate Paper 164, and moves its 
adoption. The Clerk will read the 
amendment. 

House Amendment B to Senate 
Paper 164. 

"Amend said resolve by striking 
out the words "forty-nine" in the 
eighth line and inserting in place 
thereof the words 'sixty-nine.' 

Thereupon, House Amendment B 
was adopted; and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman Senate 
Paper 164, Senate Document H, 
as amended by House Amendment 
A and as further amended by 
House Amendment B, was passed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of 
Farmingdale, it was voted to take 
from the table the fifth unassigned 
matter, S. P. 165. S. D. 75, resolve 
in favor of the Northern Maine 
Sanatorium for maintenance, per
sonal services repairs and equip
ment, tabled by that gentleman on 
March 13th. the pending question 
being passage to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker. 

I now offer House Amendment B 
to Senate Paper 165, and move its 
adoption. In explanation, this is 
simply correcting the total figures. 

The SPEAKER: The same gentle
man now offers House Amendment 
B to Senate Paper 165, and moves 
its adoption. The Clerk will read 
the amendment. 

House Amendment B to Senate 
Paper 165. 

Amend said resolve by striking 
out in the first line the word 
"fifteen" and inserting in place 
thereof the words 'twenty-three', 
and further amend by striking out 
the word "seven" in line eight and 
inserting in place thereof the word 
'fifteen.' 

Thereupon. House Amendment B 
was adopted; and on further motioll 
by the same gentleman Senate 
Paper 165. Senate Document 75, as 
amended by House Amendment A 
and as further amended by House 
Amendment B, was passed to be 
engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Hammond of 
Van BUren, it was voted to take 
from the table the twenty-fourth 
unassigned matter, S. P. 368, S. D. 
218, an act to incorporate the Big 
Black River Dam Company, tabled 
by that gentleman on March 14th, 
the pending question being passage 
to be enacted; and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman, the 
House voted to reconsider its action 
whereby this bil! was passed to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. HAMMOND: Mr. Speaker, I 
now offer House Amendment A and 
move its adoption. The ame'Idment 
is introduced by consent, I believe, 
of all the parties concerned. , 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Van Buren, Mr. Hammond, 
now offers House Amendment A to 
Senate Paper 368, Senate Document 
218, and moves its adoption. The 
Clerk will read the amendment. 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Document 218. 

Amend Senate Document 218 by 
striking out the name "Blin W. 
Page", in the first and second lines 
of said bill and inserti'1g in place 
thereof the name 'LOUIS 'V Eaton'. 

Amend Section 4 of said bill by 
striking out the word "ten" in the 
second line of said section and in
serting in the place thereof the 
word 'five', and by striking (lut the 
word "twenty" in the second line of 
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said section and inserting :n place 
thereof the word 'ten'. 

Thereupon, House Amendment. A 
was adopted; and on further motIOn 
by the same gentleman, the bill, as 
amended by House Amendment A, 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. McKnight of 
Poland, 500 copies of Senate 
Amendment A to Senate Paper 65, 
Senate Document 36, were Oldered 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. Blaisdell of 
Franklin, it was voted to take from 
the table the third unassigned mat
ter, bilI an act in relation to the 
J£llsworth Municipal Court, H. P. 
1626, H. D. 644, tabled by th'lt 
gentleman on March 13th, the pend
ing question being passage to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. BLAISDELL: Owing to the 
fact, Mr. Speaker, that there ap
pears to be some question as to 
the statute which is being 1-1 mended 
by this bill, I have been requested 
to move that it be recommItted to 
the committee on Judiciary. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Blaisdell, the bill was recommitted 
to the committee on Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. Heath of Guii
ford, it was voted to take from the 
table the first unassigned m,.tt€r, H. 
P. 1622, H. D. 640, bill an act re
lating to county jails, tabled by 
that gentleman March 12th, the 
pending question being second 
reading. 

Mr. HEATH: Mr. SpeaKer, I 
move the House' Paper 1622, House 
Document 640, be indefinitely post
poned. 

The SPEAKER: The gortieman 
from Guilford, Mr. Heath, now 
moves that bill an act rel8.ting to 
county jails be indefinitely post
poned. Is this the pleasure of the 
House? 

Mr. HOLMAN of Farmington: 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to in
form the members of the House 
what this act is. The act was put 
in by Mr. H. H. Hastings, a mem
ber of the Prison Commission, and 
it is the present law as the Illw now 
stands with one exceptiocl. Under 
the present law th" Prison Commis
sion has to go in a body to inspect 
the jails in the State. 

Under this system only one of 
the Prison Commissioners would 

have to go, unless they found a 
condition that might need the at
tention of all the Board. This, to 
me, is simply keeping the law as it 
is, except it is an econOfllY measure 
to the State, so all three Commis
sioners won't have to travel around 
the State together to investigate 
all the jails. It is quite a proposi
tion to take the Commission all 
over the State. I cannot see any 
reason why this should be indefi
nitely postponed. It just simplifies 
the present law, and it is brought 
in here, as I have said, for the 
Commission to save money for the 
State, and the law will be the same 
as it is now, and the jails will have 
all the attention they need under 
this law. I hope this motion will be 
lost. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Monroe: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
House: I wish to oppose this law 
in that it classifies the small jails 
and ships the prisoners around, 
and also the Commission has the 
power to say when the County 
Commissioners should build a new 
jail. 

Now we have a small jail in our 
county which I think is sufficient 
to take care of it, and if we should 
be obliged to build a new jail, it 
would cost us from seventY-five to 
one hundred thousand dollars, and 
we are not able to do it. I there
fore hope that the motion of the 
gentleman from Guilford, Mr. 
Heath, to indefinitely postpone, will 
prevail. 

Mr. HOLMAN: Mr. Speaker, I 
think the gentleman who has just 
spoken does not understand the 
proposition. If he is not in favor 
of the law, he would want to come 
before this House with a different 
bill, because the law, even if the 
motion that is made by the gentle
man from Guilford, Mr. Heath, pre
vails, will remain the same as it is 
now, so I think this act should 
have a passage, and the motion to 
indefinitely postpone should not 
preyaiI. 

Mr. TAYLOR of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker, I, myself, am. not in favor 
of the law now pending. Now this is 
the situation in our county: We 
have a small jail down there located 
in one of the better residential sec
tions of the town, and the house 
connected with the jail, ani] under 
the present enforcement of the law 
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the jail is sometimes occupied by 
those who are more unfortunate 
than otherwise, which results in 
taking- in those who have fallen into 
the clutches of the State. And I fear 
that this act, at the present time, 
unless I fail to understand the re
marks which have been made, 
mig-ht work a great hardship on 
the citizens of our county, almost 
to the extent of building over the 
whole jail, which would be a big 
burden on the people. 

The situation, as it stands today, 
is such that we are able to take 
care of our prisoners, and the 
morale of the prisoners, I believe, 
is good. If they were tra.nsported 
around to SOflle other part of the 
State, they would be thrown into 
contact with the prisoners of dif
ferent sections. For that reason I 
would like to have this bill retabled 
and specially assigned for Tuesday 
morning next at ten o'clock. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed and the bill was 
'r'etabled and specially assigned for 
Tuesday next. 

On motion by Mr. Allen of Sa.n
ford, it was voted to take from the 
table the eighth unassigned mat
ter, H. P. 1633, H. D. 656, bill an act 
relating to the salary of the Muni
cipal Court Recorder of Sanford, 
tabled by that gentleman on March 
13th, the pending question being 
second reading; and on further 
motion by the same gentleman the 
bill was recommitted to the com
mittee on Salaries and Fees. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
,speaker, I suppose that inasmuch 
as I said I would take that order 
of mine from the table this morn
ing, I ought to do it at this time 
in order to make the record clear, 
but since the other order was 
passed I would therefore move that 
I be permitted to withdraw this 
order. 
. The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Topsham, Mr. Aldrich, asks 
leave to withdraw the order intro
duced by him earlier this morning. 
Is there any objection to the gentle
man withdrawing the order? The 
Chair hears no objection, and the 
order is withdrawn. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON of Augusta: 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to move 
that the rules be suspended and 
that I be permitted to introduce a 
resolve in relation to the com
pletion of the seventh revision of 
the Public Laws and that a Com
mission be appointed therefor. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Augusta, Mr. Williamson, 
moves that the rules be suspended, 
and that notwithstanding the 
order passed, the gentleman be al
lowed to introduce a resolve relat
ing to a revision of the statutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON: May I ex
plain the motion? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
desires to explain his request. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON: This re-
solve is to provide for the seventh 
revision of the laws. I understand 
that the committee on Appropria
tions has set off an amount which 
provides for this purpose. The re
quest to enter this resolve comes 
in at this time so that we may 
know where we stand on the mat
ter. It could not have been put in 
earlier because it required a great 
deal of study to find out the ex
penses of the reVision. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
objection to the gentleman being 
allowed to introduce the resolve 
under the circumstances stated? 
The Chair hears none, and the re
solve is received. Does the gentle
man make any motion with ref
erence to the reference of this re
solve to any committee? 

Mr. WILLIAMSON: I do not, 
Mr. Speaker. I do not know what 
the custom has been in the past. 
I should think it might be well to 
refer it to the committee on Ap
propriations and Financial Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Williamson 
the resolve was tabled pending ref
erence. 

In motion by Mr. Foster of Ells
worth, it was voted to take from 
the table the sixth unassigned mat
ter, H. P. 1625, H. D. 643, resolve 
to assist in defraying expenses for 
National Encampment of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, tabled by 
that gentleman March 13th, the 
pending question being third read
ing. 

Mr. FOSTER: When this matter 
came before the Military Affairs 
Committee, the proponents sug
gested that there be appropriated 
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$15,000 for this purpose, and we 
understood it was unanimously 
passed by the Military Affairs 
Committee in that amount. When 
it arrived in the Appropriations 
Committee, the word "twenty" had 
been substituted for the word 
'fifteen'. I would now move that 
the word "twenty" in the second 
line be changed to the word 'fif
teen.' This is the full amount the 
proponents asked for and the Ap
propriations Committee has not cut 
it down in any way, and we feel 
there has been an error made. 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentlA
man submit his amendment in 
writing? 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a par
liamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlem'tn 
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chasf', 
wishes to make a parliamentfll'Y 
inquiry. 

Mr. CHASE: Would the motio~ 
be in order, Mr. Speaker, to substi· 
tute the original bill for the new 
draft, to save the necessity of 'l,n 
amel1dment? 

The SPEAKER: Such a motion 
would be in order if it accomplishell 
the same result, I believe. The 
Clerk will read House Amendment 
A. 

House Amendment A to H. P. 
1625, H. D. 643. 

Amend said resolve by striking 
out the word "twenty" in t'le 
second line and substituting in 
place thereof the word 'fifteen'. 

Thereupon, House Amendment A 
was adopted; and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman the 
resolve received its second read
ing and was passed to be engross~d 
as amended by House Amendment 
A. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
further business under Orders of 
the day? 

On motion by Mr. Crawford of 
Houlton, it was voted to take from 
the table the eleventh unassigned 
matter, H. P. 413, H. D. 124 bill an 
act relating to the property of ex
tinct or disbanded Baptist or Free 
Baptist Churches, Parishes or So
cieties, tabled by that gentleman 
on March 13th, the pending ques
tion being passage to be enacted; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill was passed to 
be enacted. 

On motion by Mr. Carleton of 
Portland, it was voted to take from 
the table the eighteenth unassigned 
matter, H. P. 1378, H. D. 459, re
solve in favor of C. J. Thomas, 
compensating him for the loss of a 
cow, tabled by that gentleman 
Marph 13th, the pending questioll 
being final passage; and on fur
ther motion by the same gentle
man the resolve was finally passed. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
further business under Orders of 
the Day? 

Mr. CRAWFORD of Houlton: 
Mr. Speaker, I would inquire if the 
twenty-third unassigned matter 
on the calendar is correctly assign
ed. 

The SPEAKER: The twenty
third unassigned matter is assign
ed for Tuesday next, and it should 
so appear on the calendar. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I move, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House reconsider 
its vote whereby it voted to as
sign this resolve for hearing ')n 
March 19th. Is that correct? What 
is the date? 

The SPEAKER: March 19th. 
Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Craw

ford, the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby the matter print
ed incorrectly as the twenty-third 
unassigned matter, was assigned for 
~farch 19th; and on further motion 
by the same gentleman. the gentle
man stating that the reason for 
tabling had been taken care of in an
other way. the resolve received its 
final passage. 

The SPEAKER; Is there any fur
ther business under orders of the 
day? 

Paper from the Senate received out 
of order and passed in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Williamson of 
Augusta. it was voted to take from 
the table resolve in relation to the 
completion of the seventh revision 
of the Public Laws and that a com
mission be appointed therefor; and 
on further motion by the same gen
tleman the resolve was referred to 
the committee on Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any fur
ther business under orders of the 
day? If not, the Chair will make the 
following statement relative to the 
state of legislative business at the 
close of this, the eleventh, legislative 
week: 
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There were 955 bills pending in 
committees on Tuesday last as 
against 920 on the previous Tuesday, 
March 5th. In the intervening week 
bills were referred or recommitted 
faster than they were reported ou t 
so that progress in that week was of 
a negative character. Of the num
ber of bills so pending 751 had been 
heard and not reported, 165 had been 
advertised but not heard, while only 
39 had been neither advertised nor 
heard. Eighty-four bills have been 
reported since Tuesday last, but it is 

evident that until committee reports 
can be recejved in much greater 
volume, progress towards final ad
journment must be extremely slow. 
The Chair will renew its suggestion 
that the utilization of a few evenings 
for executive sessions might prove 
helpful in the despatch of business. 

On motion by Mr. Patterson of 
Freeport, 

Adjourned until Monday, March 18, 
at 4 P. M. 


