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SENATE 

Wednesday, March 2, 1927. 
Senate called to order by the Presi

dent. 
Prayer by the Rev. E. W. Webber 

of Hallowell. 
Journal of previous session read 

and approved. 

Mr. Carter of Androscoggin, out of 
order and under suspension of the 
rules, presented the following order: 

Ordered, the House concurring, that 
the communication and the accom
panying pC'titions in relation to legis
lation regarding the Direct Primary 
Law he referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary for in\'estigation and report 
both as to tho sufficiency of the peti
tions and as to the appropriatc legis
lation needed on the subject with 
power to summons witnesses. 

Mr. CAHTER: Mr. President, 
move the passage of this order and 
in support of this motion I would 
simply like to say when the Primary 
Petitions were filed with the Sccre
tary of state and came to this body 
with a communication from tJlP Sec
l'pjarv of State they were referrcd 
to tJ;e Committee on .Judiciary. The 
Legislature did not function at t/lat 
time with the proper amount of 
sumdcncy. As we a;l remember. the 
rcpol't of the committee was acc('p(pd 
by the Senate and lat"r on the' peti
tions W('re found to bf' in such Rhapf~ 
that thc'y wC're not in accor'dance 
\\'itll the law and there'fore they were 
not submitted b\' the Governor to the 
people. '1'he purpose of tlds order is 
solely to order the committee to 
mak(' such an investigation that their 
report will be in fact a report which 
the Legislature may act upon so that 
the situation of two years ago may 
h8 avoided. 

The motion for passage of the order 
pr('vailed. 

On motion by Mr. Speirs of Cum
berland. out of order and under the 
suspension of the rules, it was 

Ordered, that five hundred copies 
be printed of bill. An Act to pro
llibit the teaching of evolution. (H. 
P. 834) 

Papers from the House disposed 
of in concurrence. 

From the House: An Act to inc or-

porate Fish River Power and Stor
ag~ Company. (S. D. 121) 

(In Senate, February 17, referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary.) 

In the House, referred to the Com
mittee on Interior Waters, Public 
Utilities and Judiciary, jointly, in 
non-concurrence. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Bragdon of Aroostook, tabled pending 
further consideration. 

From the House: Remonstrance of 
J. Leroy \YiIlard of Kittery and 65 
oth81's protesting against an increase 
in the tax on gasoline. (H. P. 959) 

In the House, referred to the Com
mittee on Taxation. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Smith of Somerset, tabled pending 
reference. 

House Bills in First Reading 
Resolve in favor of Alvin Bol

stridge of \Vinterville. (H. D. 260) 
Resolve in favor of the estate of 

Eddie Fitzgerald, Seven Islands, Me. 
(H. D. 261) 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Abbot, for rpimbursement of moneys 
expended [or the support of Scott W. 
I'ierce and family. (R. D. 266) 

l1esol\'e in favol' of the town of 
Yarmonth. (H. D. 264) 

Itesolve to reimburse the Biddeford 
and Saco l1ailroad Company for over
payment on taxes. (H. D. 265) 

1 (psolve' to reimburse the town of 
Lincoln for support of State Paupers. 
(H. D. 263) 

l(eso1\'p in favor of Clifford T. Ken
nedy of Vanceboro, for rei~?urs~
ment for expenditures for C1V11 SUIt 
brought against him (H. D. 262 

ltc-solve to reimburse the town of 
\\'ashburn for support of a state 
pauper. (H. D. 267) 

An Act to incorporate the Bangor 
BridO'e District. (S. D. 36) 
M~~ WOODS of Penobscot: Mr. 

President, as this bill was a Sen~te 
bill and throngh a misunderstandmg 
was first taken to the House and as 
it is only an enabling a.ct and carries 
a referendum, I move you, sir, if there 
is no objection by any member of 
the Senate, that the rules be sus
pended and this bill now have its 
sccond reading. 

The motion prevailed, the 
ceived its second reading 
further motion by the same 
was passed to be engrossed. 

bill re
and, on 
senator, 
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An Act increasing the fees for 
permits for opening paved public 
highways. (H. D. 95) 

An Act for the better protection 
of shell fish in thc town of George
town. (H. D. 163) 

The following bills, resolves, peti
tions, etc., were received and on 
recommendation by the committee 
on rcfcrence of bills were referred to 
the following committees: 

Agriculture 
By ).11". DRAKE of Sagadahoc, An 

Act relating to the duties of Commis
sioner of Agriculture in the regula
tion of sale of milk. (S. P. 381) 

(500 copies ordered printed) 
SEmt down for concurrence. 

Inland Fisheries and Game 
By :\Ir. BRAGDON of Aroostook, 

An Act relating to Deer. (S. P. 382) 
(500 copies ordered printed.) 
By Mr. GRAKVILLE of York, An 

Act relating to the size of fish and 
weight of catch limited. (S. P. 383) 

By ::\11'. MORRISON of Franklin, 
An Act relating to trolling with 
motor boats in the Ran'~eley Chain 
of Lakes. (S. P. 384) 

Sent down for concurrence. 
JUdiciary 

By Mr. MAHER of Kennebec, An 
Act relative to Zoning Ordinances. 
(S. P. 385) 

(500 copies ordered printed.) 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Public Utilities 
By the same Senator, An Act re

lating to the filing of rate schedules 
by public utilities in accordance with 
orders of the Puhlic Utilities Com
mission. (S. P. 386) 

(500 copies ordered printed.) 
By the same Senator, An Act re

lating to the approval of stocks, 
bonds and notes. (S. P. 387) 

(500 copies ordered printed.) 
Sent down for concurrence. 

State Prison 
By Mr. PERKINS of Penobscot, 

An Act to consolidate the General 
Superintendence, Management and 
Control of the State Prison, the Re
formatory for Men and Reformatory 
for Women, under one board of 
Trustees. (S. P. 388) 

(50-0 copies ordered printed.) 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Taxation 
By Mr. SPEIR~ of Cumberland, 

An Act relative to tax on gasoline. 
(S. P. 389) 

(500 copies ordered printcd.) 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Temperance 
By Mr. FOSTER of Kennehec, An 

Act to prevent the purchasing of in
toxicating liquors. (S. P. 390) 

Which was referred to the Com
mittee on Temperance and five hun
dred copies ordered printed. 

(500 copies ordered printed.) 
Sent down fOl' concurrence. 

Mr. SMITH of SomerJet: Mr. 
Prcsident, on the matter relative to 
the tax on gasoline I wish to move 
that we reconsider our action where
by An Act relative to tax on gasoline 
(S. P. 389) was referred to the Com
mittee on Taxation. 

'1'he motion prevailed. 
Mr. SMITH: K O\\", Mr. President, 

in as much as all of the other bills 
pertaining to the same subject l1ave 
been "eferred to a joint commiltee 
on Ways and Bridges and Taxation, 
I move that this bill have the same 
reference. 

The motion prevailed. 

Reports of Committees 
Mrs. ALLEN from the committee 

on Library, on "Resolve for the pur
chase of 150 copies of 'Ellswort'1, 
Maine; An History,''' (S. P. 254) re
ported that the same ought to pass. 

Mr. HARRIMAN, from the Com
mittee on Pownal State School, on 
"Resolve in favor of the Pownal 
State School, for additions and im
provements" (S. P. 13) reported that 
the same ought to pass. 

The reports were severally read 
and accepted and the resolves laid 
upon the table for printing under the 
joint rules. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
An Act to set off a part of the Town 

of Penobscot in the County of Han
cock and annex the (3ame to the Town 
of Castine. (R. D. 255) 

Resolve, providing a State Pension 
for Joseph A. Trueworthy. (R. D. 
252) 

Resolve, fOr Teacher's Pension for 
Etta M. Patten. (H. D. 253) 

An Act to amend an act to incor
porate the Richardson vVharf Com
pany approved April second, eighteen 
hundred fifty-six, as an, ended by act 
approved February thirteenth, eigh
teen hundred eighty. (H. D. 254) 
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An Act to incorporate the Great 
Pond Railway Company. (H. P. 256) 

An Act to eliminate Jackman from 
the Maine Forestry District (H. D. 
238) 

Mr. GIL\NVILLE of Yorlc Mr. 
Pre~ident, I move the adoption of 
House Amendment A. 

The PRESIDENT: Does any 
Senator care to have the amendment 
read. 

Mr. SMITH of Somerset: Mr. 
President, I would like to have the 
amendmc'nt rend. 

(Trw Secretnry read House 
Am(mdment A.) 

'T'hereupon H0118e Amendment A 
wns adopted and the bill as so amend
ed was passed to be eng-rossed. 

Orders of the Day 
On motion b o' 1\Tr. Smith of Som

erset, out of order and under sus
pension of the rules, it was 

Onlcrf'd. the I-Tollse concurring that 
an inyitation be extended to that na
tionally known, loyable and well be
lovce1 con pie, who are sneh good, old
fashionE'd L\merieans, namely "Mollie 
and Gram" to be the gUf'sts of this 
Legislat 11re during the day of 1\1areh 
17th, In27, and that there also be ex
tc;nded to them an invitation to he 
present at, and pm·tieipate in, so far 
as they sec fit, an old-fflshioned dance 
whiel1 thf' old-timers of this Le~'isla
turf' nr(' to giyp at the Augusta I-TOll,sC 

on thf' (,\Tpning of the RanlE' day, and 
that tho Rw:retarY of the Sf'nate in 
tlw name of the' Legislatnre. cnuse 
this im'it,ltion to be extpnrled in 
writtoll form. 

1\1r. CArtTEH of /Indroscoggin: 
Mr. P"l'sident, I would like to in
qui]'p if the HOllse has taken any ac
tion on the joint order intl'od\le~d by 
me out of order ('arlier in the session 
reforrin" to the communication and 
accompan,'ing petitions with rela
tion to kgislation regarding the Di
rect Primary Law 

'T'he PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state tllat there has been no report 
made. 

On motion by Mr. Carter of An
droscoggin the Senate voted to take 
from the table An Act to incorporate 
thl' Blue Hill Water Company (H_ D. 
74) tabled by that senator on Feb
ruary 25th pending second reading. 
and that senator yielded the floor to 
the senator from York, Senator 
Granville. 

Mr. GRANVILLE 
President, I move you 
Senate Amendment 
Document 74. 

of York: Mr. 
the adoption of 
A to House 

The PRESIDENT: Does any sena
tor care to hear the amendment 
read? 

1\Ir. GIlANVTLLE: Mr. President, 
I will state for the benefit of the 

Senate that this simply strikes out 
tllCe wo r'd "corporation" and inserts 
therefor ffie words "body corporate" 
which T thought perhaps mOre fitting 
wOl'(lill~' and which does not affect 
the hill in an,' way. 

"S,'nate Amendment A to bill An 
Act to inC'orporate the Blue Hill 
,Vater Company. Amend by strik
inp; out tho word 'corporation' in the 
four111 line tllPreof and substituting 
t1lCl'pfOi' after the \Yord 'a' the words 
'l)()d~T corporate'." 

The motion to adopt Senate 
AnH'ndment A preYailed, the bill re
('cIY('cl its RE'cond reading and ,vas 
passed to he ongrossed as amended 
by f'cnate Amendment A. 

Oil motion by Mr. Granville of 
York, the Senate votNl to tal{e fro:n 
the tallll' an act relating to publi
cation 0f annual statements of e~n
rlitipn of foreign insurance companles 
(S. D. 125). tallIed by that senator 
on :\1arcll 1st pending further con
Ri(lpl'fltioll. 

1\lr. GRANVILLE: Mr. President, 
I nOw :viehl to the Renator from 
Sag<ld;1110C, Senator Drake. 

Mr. DRAKE of Sagadahoe: Mr. 
Presirlpnt, the gentleman who asked 
that this bill be introeluced has re
quested that it he withdrawn. It 
l1aR llepn withdrawn and I move that 
it be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion to indefinitely postpone 
preYailed. 

1\Tr. SI,OCUM of Cumberland: Mr'. 
President, on February 18th I tabled 
Spnnte Paper 330, resol\"e in favor 
of providing suitable headquarters 
for the Stephen ,V. Manchester Post 
Number Sixty-two of the American 
Legion, at the request of Senator 
Speirs. I would now like to take it 
from the table and so move. 

Mr. SLOCUM: I now yield to Sen
!,tor Speirs of Cumberland. 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. SPEIRS of Cumberland: Mr. 

President, I move to retable this re
solve for the reason that another 
bill is coming' along which will per
lmps cover this same subject. 
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The PRESIDENT: Will the Sena
tor please assign a date. 

Mr. SPEIRS: I will assign one 
week from today. 

The motion to retable and es
pecially assign for one week from 
today prevailed. 

----
Mr. CARTER of Androscoggin: 

Mr. President, I understand that the 
joint order introdueed J1Y me earlier 
in the session this morning. referring 
to the communication and ac
companying petitions with relation 
to legislation regarding the Direct 
PriInal'y Law has been concurred in 
the House. Is that correct '! 

The PRESIDENT: That is correct. 
Mr. CARTER: [now move, MI'. 

President, to take from thc table a 
communication from the Secreta,oy 
of State transmitting petitions for 
repeal of the Direct Primary Law, 
tabled by me yesterday for further 
consideration. 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. CARTER: I now move that 

this communication and its ac
eompanying papers be referred to the 
Judiciary Committee in accordance 
with thc joint order passed thi,l 
morning by both houses. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. MAHER of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, I move that we reconsider 
the vote wherc'by we passed to be 
engrossed House Document No, 74, 
an act to incorporate the Blue Hill 
Water Company, as amended by 
Senate Amendment A, 

The motion prevailed, 
Mr. MAHER: I will ask the Sen

ator from York, Senator Granville, 
through the Chair, if this act has 
been favorahly reported from the 
Committee on Public Utilities. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from York, Senator Granville, may 
reply if he so desires. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of York: Mr. 
President, I will say in answer to 
the question of the Senator from 
Kennebec, Senator Maher, that it has 
been favorably reported, having re
ceived unanimous vote of the com
mittee, 

Mr. MAHER: Mr. President, I 
am going to move to lay it on the 
table again. I would ask the Sena
tor from York, (Senator Granville) 
if he knows who drew this bill. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from York, Senator Granville, may 
reply if he so desires, 

Mr. GRANVILLE: I would say, 
Mr. President, that I do not know, 

Mr, MAHER: It seems to me Mr. 
President that Section two of this 
act provides the most unusual scope 
of any act ever presented to a legis
lature and I also can see no limita
tion upon the taking of private prop
erty in accordance with Section two 
providing adequate compensation for 
the same unless it is covered in Sec
tion seven. It seems to me that this 
ought to lie upon the table pending 
fUl'ther consideration, and I so move. 

The motion to retable prevailed, 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any 
further business under orders of the 
day? ls there anything that any 
Senator feels he may conscientious
ly take from the table at thIs time? 
And the Chair would say that in as 
much <JH tl1i8 is the month of March 
he feels that it would be well to be
gin taking from the table whatever 
mco'sUl'e>; may be propcr, 

On motion by Mr. Roberts of York 
the Senate voted to take from the 
table an act to amend the revised 
statutes relating to the opening and 
closing of the polls at primary elec
tion (H. D. 44) tabled by that Sen
ator on February 24th pending adop
tion of Scnate Amendment A, 

Mr. ROBBRTS: Mr, President, I 
understand that this bill relative to 
the closing of the polls at primary 
election was conSidered by the Com
mittee on Judiciary, and that they 
reported unanimously "ought to 
pass." 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator IS 
corrcct. 

Mr. ROBERT;:;: now wish to 
say, Mr. President, a word in re
gard to Senate Amendment A which 
provides for changing the time of 
closing the polls at primary elec
tions to six o'clock instead of seven 
as recommend0d in the bill. This 
means nothing more to me person
ally than it does to a great many 
others but, living in a rural town, 
at election time we are always re
minded of the time the polls close 
and of the questions asked and the 
confusion in regard to the dif
ference in the closing time here
tofore in the primary and state elec
tions. Now, a great many of the 
voters work from seven to nine 
miles away from the polls, in my 
town. A great many work in Bidde
ford and some in Sanford, and some 
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at the closing of their work make 
requests to know what time the 
polls are going to close and they 
haven't time to go home and change 
their clothes unless they have some 
time after six o'clock. 1 lJave tak
en this up with some people from 
Old Orchard in York County and 
with a strong delegation from 
Biddeford this morning and they 
were all in favor of having the polls 
close at seven o'clock or later. 
Therefore I move the indefinite 
postponement of Senate Amendment 
A. 

Mr. SPEIRS of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, 1 will agree with Senator 
Roberts on most of the things he 
said, perhaps, with one or two ex
ceptions and I would amend his 
speec:h by inserting "six" where he 
says "seven". In all the years that 
I have been an active worker I 
have never heard the Slightest com
plaint made of the regular electIOn 
hours from six to six and the 
object of this amendment of Hep
resentative Kitchen is to make it 
conform with the present election 
la ws. We have never had any 
trouble previously and never any 
murmers of dissatisfaction and I 
can scc no reason why we should 
change two laws to remedy the 
primary law. \Ve have great re
spect for the wishes of tile sub
urban voters but they have hereto
fore got along very well with the 
regular law and I can see no reason 
,,'hy they WOUldn't with this. The 
hours from six to six, it seems to 
me are plenty long enough for the 
workers at the polls to talw care of 
the ballots. To add to that many 
extra names in each county would 
mal{e it almost twenty-four hours 
work. We get the returns very late 
and also the newspapers in getting 
the returns will not be able to pub
lish them until the next morning. 
I therefore move that we adopt the 
amendment and make it the same 
as the regular laws from six to six, 
as the amendment calls for. 

Mr. GHANVILLE of York: Mr. 
President and Senators I will agree 
with the gentleman WIle. has just 
spoken. Senator Speirs, very heart
ily that tIle time of closing the 
polls at primary elections and state 
and national elections should be 
uniform. I find from experience 
that a great deal of confusion 

arises, particularly at OUI state elec
tions, [rom the 1act that a great 
many of those who desire to vote, 
thinking that the polls will be held 
open until nine o'clock as they are 
in the primaries, are devrived of the 
opportunity to vote as they wish. 

1 think tllere is a,nother act on 
the table-House Document 45-
which intends to make this time 
uniform. It changes the time of 
closing the polls at election to 
seven o'clock to conform with the 
time of closing the polls in the 
primaries. I also think that elec
tions are held to give an oppor
tunity to the people of the state of 
Maine to express their will at the 
polls and that our primary con
sideration in passing any act should 
be the granting to them of that 
priVilege rather than the con
venience of the election officials or 
any candidate who may be running 
for office. I therefore wish to sup
port tile motion of the Senator from 
York, Senator Hoberts, that House 
Amendment A be indefinitely post
poned. 

MI'. CAHTEH of Audroscoggin: 
Mr. President, 1 am heartily in 
favor of the uniform closing time 
both in regular elections, "pecial 
elections and primaries or what
ever they may be, that the people 
may be accustomed and educated to 
a certain time that the polls are open. 
1 would say that I have seen in my 
home city of Auburn at the polls at 
closing time wage-carners in line try
ing to get in to vote and thc six 
o'clock bell has rung and they have 
not been able to vote. I think that 
the time of closing the polls at all 
elections should be uniform and that 
the time should be extended to seven 
o'clock in ('ach instance. Therefore 
if Hom;e Document 45, whiCh is on 
the table, extends the time of the reg
ular elections to seven o'clock 1 would 
be in favor of House Document 44 as 
it now stands, without the amend
ment, in order that when House Doc
ument 45 comes before this body I 
may vote for that too and by so do
ing extend the hours of all elections 
to seven o'clock clOSing time. For 
that reason I would be against this 
Amendment A as at present. 

Mr. SPEIRS of Cumberland: Mr. 
Presid('nt, I find that in the mill 
towns and out side places time if< 
given to those who wish to attend 
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the polls and there is no real need 
for their standing in line. Also 
many of the mills and factories now 
open at eight o'clock and close at 
four or five which would give the 
voters a chance to vote. I agree with 
both of the Senators who have just 
spoken that the hours should be the 
same. If this amendment is rejected 
then I believe that the next one, 
House Document 45, should g'O along 
as proposed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Cimir will 
state that a motion to amend, and 
in this particular case the 'uotion to 
adopt the amendment, takes pre
cedence over the motion to inde
finitely postpone. 

The motion of the Senator from 
Cumberland. Senator Speirs, is to 
adopt the amendment. Is the Senate 
ready for the question? The question 
is on the adoption of the amendment. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
motion to adopt the amendment was 
lost. 

The PRESIDENT: The qupstion is 
now on the motion of the Senator 
from York, Senator Roberts, that 
Senatc Amendment A to House 
Document 44 be indefinitely post
poned. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
motion to indefinitely postpone 
Arr,('nrlll1ent A prevailed. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I 
\\'"ulc1 lil', now to '.,,,·c t1F bill tab
led. 

The PHESIDENT: Does the Sen
ator have any objeeiion to it having 
its reading at this time? 

Mr. ROBEHTS: Mr. Presidcnt, [ 
have received so many requests 
since this bill was tabled by me yes
terday that then' is some doubt in 
my mind as to whether there is not 
a majorit.y, or a great many people, 
who want this made eight o'clock 
instead of seven and I would like to 
have this tahled one more day. J 
therefore move that this bill be tab
led pending first reading. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
presents at this time a matter from 
tho House: An act to provide equit
able and uniform taxation [or motor 
vehicles. introduced in the Senate 
and referrcd to the Committee on 
Taxation. In the House that body 
refused to consider. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of York: Mr. 
President may I enquire who In
troduced the act? 

The PRESIDENT: The Scnator 
from Hancock, Senator Douglas, in
troduced the act and the Chair will 
state that many Senators have in
troduced similar acts in years gone 
by. 

Mr. GRANVILLE: I didn't know, 
Mr. President, but perhaps the Sen
ator from Hancock, Senator Douglas, 
would like to take some action on 
the matter. 

Mr. DOUGLAS of Hancock: Mr. 
President, I move that we insist and 
will give my reason, perhaps satIs
factory to the Senate. I introduced 
the bill not knowing that the House 
had that prerogatiVe and I [eel that 
if we have a committE''' of confer
ence some way may be devised to 
put this measure through witJlout re
calling it and making a lot of extra 
\York and I therdore move that we 
insist and call for a committee of 
conference. 

The motion prevailed and the 
President appointed as members of 
such committee on the part of the 
Senate, the Renator from Hancock, 
Senator Douglas, the :,senator from 
Somerset, Senator Smith <lnd the 
Senator from 'Valdo, Senator Nicker
son. 

The PRESIDENT: If< therc any 
other busincss under orders of the 
day? 

On motion by Mr. Speirs of Cum
berland the Senate voted to take 
from the table an act relating to 
closing of polls at election (H. D. 45) 
tabled by that Senator on February 
24th pending first reading and on 
further motion by the same Senator 
the bill received its first reading. 

Thereupon on motion by Mr. 
Roberts of York the bill was tabled 
pending second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Case of Wash
ington the Senate reconsidered its 
action. taken previously in today's 
session, whereby an act reiative to 
tax on gasoline (S. P. 389), was r-e
ferred to the committees on ways 
and bridges and taxation, ·(Hntly. and 
on further motion by the same Sen
ator the bill was tabled pending ref
erence. 

On motion by Mr. Miner of Wash
ington 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn
ing, March 3rd., at ten o'clock. 


