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SENATE 

Thursday, February 3, 1927. 
Senate called to order by the 

President. 
Prayer by the Rev. Stuart B. 

Purves, D. D., of Augusta. 
Journal of previous session read 

and approved. 

On motion by Mr. Roberts of York, 
the rules were suspended and that 
Senator presented the following or
der, out of order. 

Ordered, the House concurring, 
that when the Senate and House ad
journ they adjourn to meet Tuesday, 
February 8th, at four-thirty o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

Read and passed and sent down 
for concurrence. 

Subsequently the foregoing order 
came back from the House, read and 
passed in concurrence. 

Papers from the House disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the House: The following 
order. 

Ordered. the Senate concurring, 
that the Committee on YJ:ines and 
Mining be instructed to investigate 
the condition of mines and mining in 
the State, and to report what action 
the LegiRla ture can take to promote 
most effectively the development of 
the mineral resources of Maine. 

(In the Senate, February 1, in
definitely postponcd in non-concur
rence.) 

In the House, that body voted to 
adhere to its former action whereby 
the' order was passed. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Dwinal of Knox, that body votcd to 
adhpre to its former action whereby 
it \\'as indpfinitely postponed in non
concurrence. 

From the House: An Act to 
change the closcd time on deer in 
Hancock and Washington countics. 
(E. P. 233.) 

In tl1(' House, referred to the Com
mitte'(' nn Inland Fisherips and Game. 

In Uw Senate, rderred in concur
rence and five hundred copies or
dered ]JI'intnl. 

From the House: Resolve in favor 
of a J'lJa(l leading from Long Pond to 

Rockwood and from "'arra tine to 
Greenville (H. P. 224.) 

In the House, referred to the Com
mittee on Ways and Bridges. 

In the Senate, referred in concur
rence and one thousand copies or
dered printed. 

The following bills, petitions, etc., 
were received and on recommenda
tion by the committee on reierence 
of bills were referred to the following 
committees: 

Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
By Mr. Holmes of Androscoggin, 

Resolve in favor of Central Maine 
General Hospital, Lewiston, Maine. 
(S. P. 97,) 

By Mr. Miner of vVashington, Re
solve in favor of the Calais Hospital 
at Calais. (S. P. 98.) 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Claims 
By Mr. Mitchell of Aroostook, Re

solve to reimburse the town of 
Smyrna for support of John Pome
roy, a Civil War veteran. (S. P. 99.) 

Judiciary 
By Mr. Smith of Somerset. An Act 

to pro\'ide for thc organization of 
electric transmission companies, 
with limited powers, and to pro\'ide 
for the issuing of permits to electri
cal companies and others to sell 
electricity thereto for transpor
tation and sale outside of 
the State of Maine under certain 
specified conditions. (8. P. 100.) 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On ITlotlon by the san1C Senator, 

tabled pending' reference an(! 1500 
copies ordered printed. 

Legal Affairs 
By Mr. Harriman of Kennebec, An 

Act to amend Section 77 of Chapter 
211 of the Public La \\'s of 1921, re
lating to l'eSETyec1 automohile regis
tration numb('l"s. (S. P. 101.) 

Sent d0wn for concurrence. 
(500 copies ordcrpd pl'inted.) 
Thereupon on motion by Mr. 

Granville of York, the Sellat" \'otcd 
to rcconsider its action whereby it 
referred this Act to the Committee 
on Legal Affairs in coneurrt-'n.(~t? ann 
upon further motion b~' Uw samp 
Senator thp Act \\'as ta))lo(1 pending 
reference. 

Ways and Bridges 
By J\1r. Crafts of PisC'8.taquis, Re-
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solve in favor of the town of Park
man. (8. P. 102.) 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Roberts of York, 

it was 
Ordered, that bill 'An Act relating 

to the taxation of Fvrest Property in 
Organized Towns and Plantations" 
(H. P. 1-17) be recalled from the 
Committee on 8tah' Lands and For
est Preservation. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Woods, from the Committee on 

Insane Hospitals, on "Resolve ap'pro
priating money for the construction 
and equipment of a new wing for the 
Bangor State Hospital" (S. P. 6), re
ported the ~ame in a new draft, un
der the same titie, and that it ought 
to pass. 

The report was read and accepted 
and tile resolve laid upon the table 
for printing under the joint rules. 

Mr. Holmes, from tile Committee 
on Legal Affairs, on bill "An Act to 
assist in. the examination of titles" 
(S. D. 5). reported that the same 
ought not to pass. 

Tile report was accepted. 

Orders of the Day 
On motion by Mr. Granville of 

York, it was voted to take from the 
table, out of order, An Act to amend 
the cllarters of all corporations mak
ing, generating, selling, distrjbuting' 
and supplying electricity (S. P. 6), 
tabled by that Senator on Februar,' 
1st pending motion to re.consider and 
specially assigned for today. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of York: Mr. 
President, I now yield tile floor to the 
Senator fr" 1 Somerset. Senator 
Smith. 

Mr. S:\IITH of Somerset: Mr. Pres
ident, I wish to thank the Senator 
from York, Senator Granville, for Ilis 
courtesy and 11is willingnefls to .ioin 
in a reeonsideration of the matter 
before us. also to asl{ tile indulgence 
of this body for a few moments. 

There has been more or less con
tention nver the disposition of the 80-
called water power bills. differences 
of opinion that may well be expected. 
disagreements that if imbued with 
fair play and conducted in good hu
mor will in the end bring us closer 
together. It is with this thought in 

view that I now move reconsidera
tion of our former action on this 
matter and if that motion prevails it 
is my desire to move that the bill be 
referred to three committees, adding 
Judiciary. In my judgment it is for 
the best interests of all concerned to 
Ilave this far-reaching proposition 
studied and investigated by both lay
men and professional men. In fact 
its proper consideration calls for legal 
advice as well as business experience. 
I am well aware that it may be sug
gested til at such a reference is un
wieldy and cumbersome yet I fear 
such suggestions are largely imag
inary. 

It Ilas been my pleasure to serve 
many times on joint committees and 
I Ilave always found that members 
of more than one committee can work 
efficiently and harmoniously together 
and if I were sponsoring a bill that 
contained real merit I would prefer 
that lllirty men have the opportunity 
to learn and study the virtues of 
that bill. 

It is unnecessary for me at this 
time to call to the attention of this 
body that we are now in the second 
montll of our session. quibbling over 
the references of bills. It seems to 
me it is high time that we stopped 
this joking "nd got down to business, 
and it is in the interest of fair play 
and in the hope, Mr. President. that 
we may go to w ;rV, that, as one who 
voted witll the majority upon a previ
ous consideration of this measure I 
now move its reconsideration and 
trust til at this motion may vrevail. 

Mr. MAHER of Kennebec: Mr. 
President. agreeing, as I usually do. 
with the remarks nf the Senator from 
Somerset. Senator Smith. T am inter
ested and intrigued by Ilis interest
ing manner of handling this proposi
tion. I am convinced of the accuracy 
of one of his statements. certainly, 
and that if< that it iR about time we 
af< a legislative body proceeded to do 
something definite along the lineR of 
legislation: in other words that we 
move along towardf< conRideration in
stead of rc;call and reeonsideration. 

T cannot agree at all, however, with 
his suggestion that it is a wise man
ner of handling legislative business, 
thiR merging of committees. T can 
see neither rhyme nor reaf<on in it. 
A committee is nothing but a co
ordinate. subordinate group for con
venience in facilitating the business 
of the legislature, and if a particular 
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committee that is sugge::;ted does not 
med vv ith tile apPl'uval ui the legis
lative mind, very well, send it to some 
other cummittee if the matter can 
thereby be expeditiously and effl
ciently handled. 

There has grown up, I confess, 
within the past few sessions a sort of 
novel prucedure of reference to joint 
committees. Manifestly, at once, the 
object of that is not the facilitating 
of legislation but rather the salving 
of the feelings of individual mcm
bels of ]Jell'ticular committees. That is 
the olJjed IJeeause, nwnifestJ,', were 
it not ,"u \\'e would not ue uperating 
with committees of ten, we would be 
operating with committees of twenty, 
if that were the most efflcient method 
of hall(lIing a matter. vYe have now 
gone one step further and it has re
mained for this legislature to have 
heard seriously suggested the proposi
tion--and I have no doubt that you will 
adopt it-of having, instead of two 
committees, a triple-headed commit
tee of thirty, if you please, equiva
lent in number to the membership of 
this body with the exception of the 
presiding ofticer, and I will ask >1 

frank question that occurs to me at 
the outset. Uow is the commIttee go
ing to function '! Axe they going- to 
be tied up foI' a couple of weeks in 
deciding who is to preside over that 
triple-headed eommittep"! \\-hy not 
go the whole length and remove any 
contention of that sort. so that we 
may legislate correctly and expedi
tiously, by amending the motion of 
the Senator f~om Somerset, Senator 
Smith, to make the committee con
sist of thirty acting members and one 
member to preside thereo\'er, possi
bly the President of tl1(' Senate. who 
would ue the ideal presiding offlcer 
and then we would ha,-e as a mcthod 
of expediting the business of the leg
islaturE" n eommittee consisting nu
mericrlll~- of exnctly the m0mbership 
of this nugust body. I am sure W() 

would t]wn have harmony. 
:'-Jow, as one of the members who 

''"rlS oVer-ruled by the action of this 
bra nch of the Legislature the oth('r 
day. T take the matter in the day's 
coursf'. I cannot see that it makeR 
any difference what committee has 
the C'onsideration of these mat
ters. Pprsonally I thought it was 
better that precedent should haye 
b('en followed and the matter refer·· 
red to the Committee on .Judiciary 
but as a member of that committee, 

the Senate having voted to the con
tl'ary, 1, for one, being in the min
odty, prefer to bow to the legislative 
will and say, "Let us go on a,nd Jet 
us get busy." 

Tlli;; proposition here today of a 
triple-headed committee consisting 
of thirty memberH, what is that go
ing to mean practically, gentlemen, 
at the outset? Thi8 bill will, I as
:::;Ullll~, iullo\ving the suggestion al
ready made, be referred uy this body 
to tile triple-headed committep. It 
wiil then go down to the eo-ordinate 
IJlanciJ, they "ill deuate and discuss 
it and finally they in their wi8dom 
\\ill insist On tlleil' iormel' dC'lion, as 
tlley ha\"e a right to do and ask for 
a cornm i ttee of confel'ence and this 
IJoci,' \\ ill join and a committee of 
conterenc" will he fonuccd dncl that 
cOlllmitt("(C will either agree or dis
agree and the matter will come back 
to the yariotis bodies. And in the 
llll'antirne the \vater is going down to 
tlH-~ sea and the power is going to 
,,-aste as it has gone for millions of 
YC'al'S. 

They say that yesterday the mar
lllOt, eoming out of his hole and see
in;,;' IIi;; shadow, would make up his 
mind tor another six weeks flight. 
,",ow, we of Augusta like to ba,'e yOU 
here and if, emulating that little 
animal, the legislative body sees its 
shadow and dc,sires another six 
weeks flight on these matteI'S, go 
ahead. Eut I, for one, "implv stat
ing my views and not attemp'ting to 
persuade a single member, say that 
it seems to me tbat the proper 
course is to refer these matters to 
the committees that you haye select
ed and let us get down to business. 

]\[1', CARTER of Androseog-gin: 
JVTr. Prc8ident, I wish to add my con
tribution, in a few words, to the dis
cussion. "\s I dp,-elop what tew re
mD rles I ha '-e to offer I a m doing it 
f1"(lYn a selfish moth-e in that I have 
some interest in two oJ tIlE' measureH 
which are in controversy here, they 
being my own, as well as being very 
deeply intf'rested in the principles 
invol\-p(l in the other measures in
troduced. 

I want to say first, with reb tion 
to the remarks of the Senator from 
Kennellec, Senator Maher, that con
sidering his remarks as applying to 
new business eoming before this 
Senate I endorse eyery word of them. 
I think that when this Legi81ature 
repudiates the work of the Commit-
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tee on Reference, it does something 
in a trifling, joking way and does not 
realize what it is doing. On this 
Committee of Reference are two 
members from this body, one of them 
our presiding officer, with e·ix years 
of services to his state in the two 
legislative bodies, having been the 
presiding officer of both branches 
and a member of the most import
ant of lay committees. Our other 
member from the Senate is the chair
man 01 the Judiciary Committee a 
committee, presumably, in each legis
lature made up of lawyers of good 
repute. He is, I believe, serving now 
his fifth consecutive term in the 
Legislature of this State, is a mem
ber of many important committees 
and a member of this committee on 
referenee for many years. In the 
House we are served equally well by 
two lawyers and a layman; one law
yer, I think, on his third term, a na
tive of this town in which the Leg
islature mects; another lawyer from 
Androscoggin County serving, I 
think, his sixth term and many times 
a member of this committee on ref
erence. The third member is a lay
man from the County of York, al
wayS interested in public welfare 
and serving on this committee. 

Now, if this committee amounts to 
anything, if this committee is worth 
anything and if this committee is 
made up of those members of the 
Legislature who by their abilities 
and their service in public work are 
ablp to properly refer these bills I 
think it is high' time that we of the 
83rd LegiRlature as a whole-not as 
little individual groups-rpsolve our
splves into the 83rcl LegiRlatul'e and 
as the 83rd Legislature proceed with 
business and follow the clirpctions 
and reeomr118n<lations, wher{-' we can, 
of th" committeeR which we have 
electer1 So much for thc expedition 
of hURiness. Business is always ex
pedited b~' follo\ving the general 
l'Outine of 101l'g' establisherl pre
cedent. 

For the particular situation which 
WA are facing' r am rather inclinf'd to 
think tl,at a different condition ex
ists and prevails. Through a spirit 
of good natured rivalry, possibly, or 
whatever it ma~' he, wc anivl' at this 
situation that exists today and tile 
situation which exists todav is the 
con(H1 inn whiell we must nieet, And 
w,' wish to mpet it, all of us, cvel'V
onl' of UR, in such a wav that the 
rlUsiness of tIle State 3nr1 the busi-

ness of the people of Maine can best 
be taken care of. 

The situation of the particular bill 
in ques~ion upon which we are ap
prehendmg another motion will be 
made as to reference, as I remember 
the remal'ks of the Senator from 
~omerset, Senator Smith, is this: We 
find ourselves here this morninry with 
at least two measures that a;e en
tir~ly legai-three measures, I think 
which are entirtly legal-and prob
ably a fourth one which is now on 
the table and which also is entirely 
legal. Of those measures now before 
this Legislature two are now referred 
to a joint committee composed of 
two of the most important commit
tees in the Legislature, the Commit
tee on Public Utilities and the Com
mittee on Interior Waters. These 
two committees to which this bill 
now stands referred are eornmittees 
that have in the personnel of their 
membership no lawyer, no trained 
legal mind, These two committees 
find themselves in the situation of 
having bills referred to them that are 
bristling with legal points and they 
haVe upon their membership no law
~er .. I apprehend-without discussing 
It WIth any member of the committee 
-this situation: I apprehend that 
these laymen in their o,,"n particular 
businesses in a similar situation 
would at once go to their leg-al ad
vis~rs, because they are all good 
busmess men. That is the first thing 
they would do, Now. outside of this 
situation that we al'e now in, in re
gard to tile matter of reference to 
three committees, I would sustain my 
brother frOm Kennebec absolntclv I 
do not think that refelTnce to a .i~;nt 
commIttee of three expedites busi
ness. Uut in thE' situation in which 
We find ourselves I do think that the 
easiest way to accomplish the work 
?f , the 83rd Legislature-and I hOlle 
It is ~"()]ng to ue the 83rd Leg-islature 
from now on instead of 11 lot of in
diyiduals-the easiest way and the 
best way to put our mat tel's in line 
for' work would be> to adopt tho. sug
g-estion of tllC Senator from Somel'
set, Senator Smith. 

TIlE' PRESIDE~T: The pendin~ 
question is on tile motion made b; 
the, Senator from Somerset, Senator 
Smith, that we i'econsidpr the vote 
whel'eby we referred this bill-it be
~n7 Senate Document ~o. 6-to the 
Jomt committees on public utilities 
and intel"ior waters. As many as 
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favor reconsideration will say "Aye." 
Those opposed, "No." 

A viva voci vote being taken the 
motion to reconsider prevailed, and 
on further motion by the same Sen
ator the bilI was referred to the com
mittees on public utilities, interior 
waters and judiciary, jointly. 

The PRESIDENT: Tabled and as
signed for today. the Chair presents 
House Document No. 10. "An Act to 
Incorporate the Maine Water Storage 
and Power Transmission Company," 
tabled on January 25th by the Senator 
from Androscoggin, Senator Carter, 
pending reference. 

Mr. CARTER: Mr. President, I 
will yield the floor to the Senator 
from Somerset, Senator Smith. 

Thereupon, on motion by the Sen
ator from Somerset, Senator Smith, 
House Document 1\'0. 10 was referred 
to the committees on public utilities, 
interior waters and judiciary, joint
ly. in non-concurrence. 

The PRESIDENT: Tabled and as
signed for today. the Chair presents 
Senate Document No.7. "An Act to 
amend the charters of Maine cor
porations incorporated for transmis
sion of electricity and to limit the 
rights of foreign corporations au
thorized to do business in Maine for 
similar purposes," tabled by the 
Senator ft'orn YOl'k, Senator Gran
ville on February 1st pending motion 
to reconsider. 

Thereupon. on motion bv tile Sen
ator from York, Senator' Granville, 
the Senate reconsidered its vote 
whereby this bill was referred to the 
committees on public utilities and 
interior waters. and on further mo
tion by the same Senator the bill was 
referred to the committees on public 
utilities. interior waters and judi
ciary, jointly. 

Mr. GRANVILLE: of York: Mr. 
President, I would like to take from 
the table Senate Document No. 15, 

"An Act relating to the exportation 
of hydro-electric power from Maine," 
tabled by me February 1st pending 
reference. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state that. being specially assigned 
for today this matter comes off the 
table automatically. 

Thereupon, on motion by the Sen
ator from York, Senator Granville, 
Senate Document No. 15 was referred 
to the committees on publie utilities, 
interior waters and judiciary, joint
ly. 

On motion by the Senator from 
Somerset, Senator Smith, the Senate 
voted to take from the table. Senate 
Paper 100, "An Act to provide for the 
organization of electrical transmis
sion companies, with limited powers, 
and to provide for the issuing of per
mits to electrical companies and 
others to sell electricity thereto for 
transportation and sale outside of 
the state of Maine under certain spe
cified condition," tabled by that Sen
ator earlier in today's session pend
ing reference. and on further motion 
by the same Senator the bill was re
fen'ed to the committees on public 
utilities, interior waters and judi
ciary, jointly. 

From the House, the following res
olution out of order: 

"Resolution Favoring the Passage 
by Congress of Legislation Relative 
to the Retirement of Disabled Emer
gency Officers of the United States 
Army." 

In the House. referred to the Com
mittee on Federal Relations. 

In the Senate. on motion by the 
Senator from Cumberland. Senator 
Slocum. referred in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Miner of 'Vash
ington, 

Adjourned until Tuesday after
noon. February 8th, at four-thirty 
o'clock. 


