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HOUSE 

Friday, April 8, 1921. 
The House met according to ad

journment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Perry of 

Hallowell. 
Journal of previous sessions read 

and approved. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
Committee on Conference on Bill, 
"An Act to regulate the payments 
of appropriations for the care, treat
ment, support and education of per
sons in charitable or benevolent in
stitutions not wholly owned or con
trolled by the State," reporting that 
the House recede and concur with 
the Senate and sUbstitute the bill 
for the report with Amendment to 
Section 5. (House Document No. 
65.) 

The report was accepted. 
On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port

land, the House voted to recede and 
concur with the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Brewster of 
Portland, the vote was reconsidered 
whereby the House voted to recede 
and concur with the Senate. 

On further motion by Mr. Brew
ster, the House voted to adhere to 
its former position. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on conference on bill, "An 
Act to make uniform the fees of the 
deputy sheriffs in attendance upon 
Supreme Judicial and Superior 
Courts," reported that House 
Amendment "A" be rejected in con
currence with the Senate. (Senate 
Document No. 134.) 

The report was accepted. 
In the Senate the report was ac

cepted and the bill passed to be en
grossed without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. Forbes of Paris, 
the House voted to concur with the 
Senate in the rejection of House 
Amendment "A." 

On motion by Mr. Forbes of Paris, 
under a suspension of the rules, the 
vote was reconsidered whereby this 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

On further motion by Mr. Forbes, 

House Amendment "A" was re
jected. 

The bill was then passed to be en
grossed without amendment. 

Fron:. the Senate: Report of the 
Committee on Interior Waters on 
Resolve making an appropriation in 
aid of navigation on Sebago lake, 
Son go river, Bay of Naples, Chute's 
river and Long lake in Cumberland 
county, reporting that same "ought 
to pass." (Senate Document No. 
131.) 

This came from the Senate with 
the report read and accepted and 
the bill indefinitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Hussey of 
Blaine, the House voted to concur 
with the Senate. 

From the Senate: Resolve in fa
vor of the Northern Oxford Fish 
and Game Association. (House 
Document No. 142.) 

This resolve was passed to be en
grossed in the House, and now comes 
from the Senate passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Pennell of Rum
ford, under a suspension of the 
rules, the vote was reconsidered 
whereby this resolve was passed to 
be engrossed. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, Senate Amendment "A" 
was adopted in concurrence, and on 
further motion by the same gentle
man the resolve was passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A." 

From the Senate: Majority re
port of the Committee Oli Military 
Affairs reporting "ought not to 
pass" on bill, An Act to amend 
Chapter 81 of the Public Laws of 
1919, relating to a draft for the Na
tional Guard; minority report of the 
same committee reporting "ought to 
pass" on the same bill. 

In the Senate, the minority report 
was accepted and the bill passed to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Eastman of Fryeburg moved 
that the majority report be accept
ed in non-concurrence. 
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Mr. Weatherbee of Carroll moved 
that the House concur with the 
Senate in the acceptance of the mi
nority report. 

Mr. WEATHERBEE of Carroll: 
One of the most important items to 
consider hefore voting' upon any ques
tion is public sentiment, and just 
what is the general feeling in regard 
to our draft law as it nOW exists un
der Chapter 82 of the Laws of 1919? 
The :'IIaine Federation of Women's 
Clubs went on record at their last 
regular meeting as opposed to this 
peace time draft law. This organiza
tion represpnts thousands of women 
yoters. Hundreds of our citizens 
who labor in our mills and factories 
han, \"oicod their opposition to such 
a law. Our Governor has taken a de
cided stand in opposition to the pres
ent wording Ot' phraseology of the 
law and yestcrday afternoon the Sen
ate unanimously accepted the minOl'
ity report. Consequently, we can be 
quite safe in assuming that there is a 
strong public sentiment in favor of 
an arncndrnent. 

Let us now consider briefly the 
changes made b~; the proposed amend
ment. Chapter 82 practically changed 
that time honored, constitutional cus
tom whcrpin the Governor of Maine 
has bCl'n (he commander-in-chief of 
our army while within the borders of 
Maine. The law which we are asked 
to'amend in its condensed form means 
that when in time of peace any com
pany or regiment has not been fllled 
up to the required strength by other 
methods, the Adjutant General will 
notify the Governor of Maine and the 
Governor shall start draft proceed
ings. Under this existing law he has 
no alternative, gentlemen, and even if 
he and his council considered a draft 
at some particular time unnecessary, 
or uncalled for, he would be forced 
to perfot'm as dictated to by Adjutant 
General. 

The only important change which 
the proposed amendment makes in 
the law is the elimination of that 
small but powerful word "shall" and 
the substitution therefor the word 
"may." So that the law with the 
amendment reads as follows: "The 
Governor may if in his opinion the 

health, peace and prosperity of the 
State are threatened, ol"der a draft." 
In other words we al'e asked by thou
sands of voters not to repeal but 
simply to amend this dt'aft law in or
der to protect the people of Maine 
from the uncertain acts of whoever 
may be at the head of our military de
partment. They ask that we haye no 
draft in time of peace unless as the 
Goyernor and Council deem it lleces
~ary, and I don't believe that there is 
a representative within these walls 
who cannot see the justice in such a 
J·equest. 

Mr. EASTMAN of Fryeburg: ]\1:r. 
Speaker, as a member of the commit
tee on military affairs, I wish to state 
that at the hearing before the com
mittee on this matter there appeared 
a strong labor organization in oppo
sition to this bill. The Adjutant Gen
eral appeared before the committee 
in [ayor of the bill, and for that rea
son, knowing that he knew all about 
the requirements of the bill, it seemed 
to the committee that there shoald 
he nothing but a majority report sent 
011 t. If this bill is repealed and if 
the Governor would not have the pow
er to draft in time of peace, how 'tre 
"'e going to raise the national guard 
up to the standard of 4800 men? It 
seemed proper to the committee that 
Ihis majority report should be fa
vorably received by this House, and 
for that reason I have made this mo
tion. 

The question being on the accept
ance of the majority report, 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
The majority report was accepted. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on appropriations and fi
nancial affairs on Resolve providing 
for expenses in connection with the 
funeral of the late Governor Park
hurst, reporting same in a new draft 
under same title and that it "ought 
to pass." (Senate Document No. 225) 

This came from the Senate with the 
report read and accepted and the re
solve passed to be engrossed. 

The report was accepted in concur
rence. 

On motion by ~Ir. Holley of North 
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An8on, under a suspension of the 
rules, the resolve received its first 
reading. 

Mr. Holley then offered HO:lse 
Amendment "A." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that House Amendment "A" in
corporates in the original resolve 
three items which were omitted by 
inadvertence. 

The amendment was adopted. 
On further motion by Mr. HoIl8Y, 

under a suspension of the rules, :he 
resolve received its second reading 
and was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment "A." 

(At this point a recess of 15 min
utcs was taken.) 

AFTER RECESS 
From the Senate: An Act to 

amend Section 85 of Chapter 2 of 
the Revised Statutes relating to the 
State Contingent fund, (House Doc
ument No. 422.) 

This bill was passed to be en
grossed in the House, and now comes 
from the Senat.e passed to be en
grossed in that branch as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A," in non
concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson, under a suspension of the 
rules, the vote was reconsidered 
whereby this bill was passed to be 
en~rossed. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, Senate Amendment "A" 
waH adoptf>d, in concurrence. 

The bill was then passed to be 
eng-rossed, as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A." 

From the Senate: An Act pro
hibiting game!' and amusements on 
Memorial Day. (Senate Document 
No. 212.) 

This bill was passed to be en
grossed in the House, as amended by 
House Amendment "A": it now 
comes from the Senate passed to be 
engrossed in that branch as amend
ed by House Amendment "A" and 
Senate Amendment "A," in non
concurrence. 

Mr. EASTMAN of Fryeburg: Mr. 
Speaker, thp committee reported 

unanimously "ought to pass" on this 
bill. There appeared before that 
committee the grand commander of 
the Grand Army of the State of 
Maine, numerous veterans of the 
Civil War and soldiers of the late 
war. The committee feels as though 
we owe something to the veterans of 
the war of 1861-1865. Memorial day. 
or Decoration day. as it. is sometimes 
called, is a holiday observed in many 
states, as the occasion for decorat
ing the graves of the soldiers of the 
Civil War. That day in the past has 
been made a national holiday, the 
same as the fourth of July, or Labor 
day. For several years the Grand 
Army have tried to make it what it 
was meant to be, but of late years 
as I say, it has become more of a 
day for nat.ional sports. The ques
tion in my mind is, do we owe, dur
ing the last years of their lives, 
there being very few of the Grand 
Army men left, do we owe them 
anything? Isn't it possible that we 
could make it a day of respect for 
them and also for some seventy odd 
soldiers who made the "supreme 
sacrifice" in the late, war. In many 
towns throughout the State the 
Grand Army men have been obliged 
to go to the committees in those 
towns who handled the sports and 
see whether they could have their 
exercises in the forenoon or whether 
they could have them in the after
noon. And out of the 365 days in 
the year, it certainly seems to me as 
though we could willingly give one 
day over to these old vetera.ns in 
order that they may have their ex
ercises when they want them, and 
they should have plenty of time to 
decorate the graves of cheir com
rades. Another feature which oc
curs to me is this: It has been im
possible in late years to get the chil
dren to take part in the exercises' 
of that day for the reason that the 
sports came first in their minds, as 
would naturally be the case, and I 
am asking that the majority report 
of this committee be accepted. (Ap
plause.) 

On motion by Mr. Eastman, under 
a suspension of the rules, the vote· 
was reconsidered whereby this biB' 
was passed to be engrossed. 
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On further motion by the same 
gentleman, Senate Amendment "A" 
was adopted, in concurrence. 

The bill was then passed to be en
grossed as amended by House 
Amendment "A" and Senate Amend
ment "A." 

From the Senate: ::\~emorial to 
Congress urging favorable consider· 
ation of the principles embodied in 
the Smith-Towner bill. 

This resolve was passed to be en
grossed in the House and now comes 
from the Senate indefinitely post
poned in that branch, in non-concur
rence. 

Mr. Murchie of Calais moved that 
the House recede from its former 
position an<1 concur with the Sen
ate in the indefinite postponement of 
the resolYe. 

Mr. BARWISE of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, there is just as good a rea
son today to favor the Smith-Town
er bill as there was the day we voted, 
and I hope this House will insist 
upon its former action and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

The question being on the motion 
to recede and concur with the Sen
ate in the indefinite postponement 
of the resolve, 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division was had, and a suffi

cient number voting in the affirma
tive, the motion was lost. 

The question being on the motion 
by Mr. Bm'wise that the House in
sist upon its former action and call 
for a committee of conference, 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER: TIle Chair will 

appoint a committee of conference 
later. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
Committee on Interior Waters re
porting "ought to pass" on Resolve 
in aid of navigation on Sebec lake 
in Piscataquis county. 

This comes from the Senate with 
the resolve indefinitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Buzzell of Bel
fast, the House voted to concur with 
the Senate in the indefinite post
ponement of the resolve. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on salaries and fees on 
Bill, An Act to amend Section 15 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
relative to the salary of the Secre. 
tary of State. 

In the House the report. of the 
committee was accepted. 

It now comes from the Senate 
with the bill substituted for the re
port in that branch and the bill 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "13". 

On motion by 2\11'. Rounds of 
Portland, the vote was reconsidered 
whereby the report of the commit
tee, reporting "ought not to pass" 
was accepted. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, the bill was substituted 
for the report. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, Senate Amendment "B" 
Was adopted in concurrence. 

On further' motion by the same 
gentleman, under a suspension of 
the rules, the bill received its three 
several readings and was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "B". 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port. 
land: Mr. Speaker, if I may be per
mitted to interrupt for a few mo
ments the regular deliberations of 
this House, I wish to say a few 
words. On Sunday last in the city 
of Portland on the western prome
nade, I gazed upon as beautiful a 
landscape as the world affords. 
There, stretching for miles was a 
great level country, and beyond 
that the foothills breaking here and 
there, and still further beyond, I 
found that range of mountains 
known as the Presidential range, 
with peak after peak towering above 
the foothills, and then beyond those· 
peaks against th.e horizon, towering
above them all with its silvery 
crest sparkling in the sunlight, tow
ered that mighty Mount Washington, 
a colossus among the others, a sen
tinel, as it were, guarding the great 
eastern country. Through what 
struggles and what trials and what. 
evolutions the old world must have 
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passed in the eons of the dark ages 
to bring these things about. 

And as I looked upon that land
scape, I thought how like the great 
human family, stretching out before 
us on every hand the great common 
mass of humanity, those great com
mon people of whom Lincoln said, 
"God must have loved them best, 
because he made the most of 
them." And then we find here and 
thcre, rising above the others, those 
who ha\"e made successes in life, 
and then beyond we find the giants 
of professional and industrial life; 
but once in a generation a colossus 
appears, one who towers above the 
others. one who stands as a sentinel 
to those about him. And, Mr. 
Speaker, the members of this House 
have during the past weeks recog
nized in you one who has risen 
above his fellowmen to that extent 
that he has becolne a colossus among 
us. 'Ve have learned to admire 
your great ability; we have admired 
your wit; we have been charmed 
by your wisdom; we have cringed 
undcr your sarcasm, but we have 
learned to lo\"e you for your own 
sterling self. And the members of 
this House in recognition of the re
gard they have for you, and the 
love and esteem we have for you, 
and recognizing that you are the 
peer of any of the great men who 
have prcceded you, wish as a token 
of that affection and esteem, to pre
sent to you this watch and chain; 
and we hope, Mr. Speaker, that 
your career will be continued, and 
as this watch ticks out the days and 
the hours and the years, and your 
life continues to go on working for 
the great cause of llumanity, that 
you may ever think of the boys of 
the Eightieth Legislature who love 
you. (Long and uproarious ap
plause.) 

Speaker BARNES: Gentlemen of 
the House, for nearly twenty years 
I have worn in my pocket a watch 
that was given to me when I was 
a schOOl-master, purchased by the 
sum total of the contribution of 
pennies of a lot of little children. 
It is going to be replaced now by a 
watch contributed by another bunch 

of boys to the irascible old school
master. 

Does it seem possible to you, 
gentlemen, that this session began 
in the dead of a Maine winter? I 
wonder if the opening day of this 
session seems to you as long ago as 
it does to me. You remember how 
we assembled, each one full of en
thusiasm and desire to accomplish 
something for the State of Maine. 
Do you remember that first day 
here, when, eager to get the word 
and go, you sat in your seats and a 
man as full of vigor and fire as any 
boy, stood here for half an hour and 
charmed you and enjoyed the glory 
of an inauguration day? And you 
remember now what followed, so 
well expressed by a brother member 
of the Bar of Maine, Ruel Robinson, 
Esquire, of Camden, Maine, a day 
or two afterwards: 
HHats off! The GOyernOI' g00~ by

The Goverllor who last September 
morn 

,vas hailed th., chief of State with 
joyful cry: 

,\'110 with his well earnC'd laurels 
h unl L ly ,,'orn, 

Reaching his goal and Ids trill111phant 
hour 

By valiant hattle in the hard cam
paign 

\Yas chosen b) he first in place and 
power, 

The ilonoreJ ruler of his We'll-loved 
Maine! 

Heads howed! The Governor goes hy
He who upon that august yesterday 

\Vith noble IJurpose and with f1ashing 
eye. 

Steppc;d bravely forth on Honor's 
radiant "ray, 

T')day with solemn pomp out through 
the gate 

And down the highway passing by 
his troops 

The court, the senate, councillors of 
State: 

\vhile ovcrhead the starry banner 
droops! 

Hats off and bowed be every head! 
And ,Press not back the ready spring

lllg tear; 
'The Governor who now gocs by is 

dead 
And lies majestic on the flag-draped 

bier! 
The s')lemn music throbs; the sad bells 

peal 
Their requiem; the snow-flakes round 

him lie! 
Hats .)ff! Heads bowed! In reverent 

posture kneel! 
A brave and gallant gentleman 

goes by! 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 8, 1921 1331 

And oh, it seems so long ago! And 
we who assembled with full pur
lJOse, as one united body, to carry 
out the policies which we presumed 
would be wise for the State, after 
that awful blow, prostrate, reached 
forth blindly like )nen just recover
ing conscio~sness, and [or days and 
weeks we hardly knew which way 
to turn or whither to take our steps. 
And much has happened in these 
few past weeks. \,ye assembled. one 
of our nH~l11bersllip in far-distant 
[,'lorida, fighting alone down there. 
the tig'ht that returneu George Sav
age to us almost recovered just the 
other da;;. (Applause), 

Anu, gentlemen, we saw during 
those fIrst weeks modng about with 
us and sitting with US and counsel
ing \\lith us, that loyable gentlernan 
fl om Pittsfield, ])octor Porter. who 
today is maldng the :ast grim fight 
ill a' hoslJital in :Uassaehusetts, Diu 
en't' a legislature 1,;1\'e occasion 
more solemnly to think that "::\Ian 
proposes, but Gou disposes," It is 
hard to J'equil'e mucll of a family 
in the first few days after a great 
],crea,\'emf'nt, an,1 in ('ammon life we 
do not require much, It may he 
said after we have gone that the 
Eightieth Legislature of Maine did 
not accomplish mucl1, but let it be 
our boast tllat we did not enact 
l11uch tl1at was ltarm[ul and the 
minimum of that Wllich was need
less, 

Somebod~' had a picture made of 
the House of RepreEentatives, I am 
glad the pictur8 was made because 
it is nice to have to show to some
one else, but as I bave sat here 
throug·h thpEe tllree nlonths a pic
ture bas been indelibly stamped into 
mv consciousness that needs no poor 
i~itation of tbe pbotograpber's art. 
If I wer0 to close my eyes. I would 
see the gentlemen in the first sec
tion, the gentlemen in the second 
section. the gentlemen in the third 
section and the gentlemen in the 
fourth section, Do any of us go 
awaY clisappointed? It is as certain 
in p'olitical life as it is in our physi. 
cal life, that ,ye broug'ht nothing 
with us. and we will carry nothing 
hack, (Laughter), And since the 
superintendent of puhlic buildings 

has a pass key to the lockers, and 
since he has done his duty, there is 
a good deal less going to be carried 
back. (Laughter). 

Time moves on. 'Ve will soon bid 
adieu to each otber, It really goes 
to my heart that all this morning 
men haye oeen saying "Did I hear 
that yo u said we coul d go on Sat
urday'!" \\'p all seem so anxious 
to disband, A t the beginning of the 
session, I think I tried to say that 
you had highly honored me, To be 
marIe moderator of such a perfectly 
peaceful assembly as the House of 
Hepresentatives of the Eightieth 
Legislature, was something that I did 
not realh' comprphend before. Seri
ously, I see no rcason why you could 
llot emplo,' a phollograph to say, 
"TonlOrrO\V n10rnill_g' at ten o'clock." 
"nd that the rules are suspended and 
this vote is reconsiderpd. but really. 
once in a while ,'ou would have to 
put in a new reel in order that the 
phonograph nfter taking up a bill 
which said that the title was, "An 
Act to malce a bigger. bllsier and 
better Maine," might be changed so 
as to have tl1at phonograph say "I 
anl now al.lout to read to you the 
title, Dill. An Act to render all mu
nicipa!ities in the state of Maine 
bankrupt," (Laughter), 

YOH see, gentlemen, the office of 
moc1prator is something that yoU 
never bave pondered over very 
much, but as I understand the of
fice of moderato'r. the mere spokes
man of the House. I have done my 
very best to be an ahsolutely impar
tial moderator, even though the gen
tleman from Portland. l\/fr, Brewster. 
who, in his extrpme modesty is now 
practicall~' insisting that these are 
speaking hands. and that sometimes 
wllE'n tile rail was made "all those 
in favor will say aye; all those op
posed wll1 say no," that the ph ono
graph had forgotten itself and be
('orne a chepr leader, (Applause), 

Now, gentlemen, these are mere 
pleasantries, and it has never dis
turbed me in the least for long, long 
ago I learned by experience because 
my hair was wet it was seriously 
questioned whether I had been in 
swimming Sunday afternoon or not, 
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and I learned never to deny any al
legations, and I am not disturbed. 
Gentlemen, I trust that you have 
enjoyed the session. It has been to 
me, it goes without saying, the most 
enjoyable of the few sessions which 
I have been privileged to attend. At 
times the work of the Speaker may 
be hard, but there is this one truth, 
with such a clerk as we have had 
in this House, the work of the 
Speaker is an absolute minimum. 
(Applause.) And the team work 
that the House has exhibited, when 
the House has seen fit to exhibit any, 
has b.een splendid. Now, in the 
words of the immortal Joe Jeffer
son "Here's to your good health; 
ma~ you live long and proslper." 
(Long and continued applause.) 

Mr. SMITH of Skowhegan: :\lr. 
Speaker and fellow members, we 
are all pleased to concede all the 
good things that have been said 
about our able and distinguished 
Speaker, but we cannot believe that 
he could have attained his great 
and remarkable success had it not 
been for the unconquerable love and 
devotion of that faithful helpmate; 
and as a token of our high regard 
for such love and devotion, it gives 
me pleasure in behalf of the mem
bers of this House to present to 
Mrs. Barnes this small token. And 
there comes from the heart and wish 
and belief of every member of this 
House that her life may continue to 
be as rosy and as pure as this lit
tle token indicates. (Applause.) 

(At this point Mr. Smith present
ed a basket of roses to Mrs. Barnes.) 

Mrs. BARNES: Brothers of the 
Eightieth Legislature, I feel like 
calling you that, you come from all 
over this grand old State of Maine, 
and I have thought of you and 
thought of us all as one great fam
ily, and I have 'felt the warmth and 
the cordiality of your greeting. The 
warm hand-cla~, the friendly eye, 
and the cordial smile have made a 
deep impression upon my heart, and 
I hope that as we all go to our 
several homes we shall not forget 
the brotherhood and sisterhood of 
the Eightieth Legislature. I thank 

you. (Long applause with all the 
members of the House rising.) 

(At this point the House took a 
recess for fifteen minutes.) 

AFTER RECESS 
From the Senate: Report of the 

committee on ways and bridges re
porting "ought not to pass" on Bill, 
An Act providing for State mainte
nance of all highway bridges over 
six hundred feet in length. (Senate 
Document No. 57.) 

This comes from the Senate with 
the bill substituted for the report in 
that branch and passed to be en
grossed. 

:\1r. :Moody of York moved that 
the bill be substituted for the re
port in concurrence with the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 
?fr. Granville of Parsonsfield then 

moved that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. GRANVILLE: :\1r. Speaker, I 
would like to make a little explana
tion for making this motion. Your 
committee is in sympathy with the 
idea that is indicated by the pass
age of this bill. It is practically 
taking over all the bridges over six 
hundred feet in length. The pro
ponents of this bill stated that the 
bill is merely a start in the pro: 
gram of State control of all bridges. 
This was due to the financial pres
sure being brought to bear on the 
towns in the maintenance and care 
of bridges and particularly those 
bridges that are on trunk lines of 
the State, aid highways where the 
State and the towns are construct
ing routes to them and forcing traf
fic, not only local traffic, but also 
traffic from out of the State over 
them. The committee, as I say, feels 
that the towns should have some 
relief along this line, but under this 
bill, al,l the information we c~n 
gather there are something like ~1 
bridges in the State that would come 
under the provisions of this bill. 
Kow some five or six of those bridges 
are in a bad state of repair, and the 
State has assisted them and is 
assisting this year in pending legis
lation toward the maintenance and 
care of those bridges. 
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Your committce were afraid that 
it would bo throwing a financial bur
den upon the State that it is not 
prepared to meet if this bill should 
have a passage, because under the 
present provisions of the bridge bill, 
the municipalities and the counties 
and the State participate in the 
building of a bridge. The State 
Highway Commission and tho COUIe
ty commissioners and the munieipaJ 
officers decide whether a bridge 
should be built, and the type and 
construction and the cost and length 
of contract. If this bill is passed, it 
will remain entirely with the State 
to say whether the hridgo should be 
built' or not. It is in the interest of 
local authorities concerned undel' 
the present bill, that a bridge should 
be kept in repair us long as possi
hIe to avoid the expense, but you can 
readilv see that if this should pass 
they ~ould have any of those bridges 
con(lemned and then the State 
would be obliged to build them. and 
this would involve the expenditure 
in the next few years of a great 
many million dollars. Your com
mitt~e tried to answer this need of 
the towns by the passage of unother 
bill which I think has gone through 
both branches of this legislature. 
re('ognizing the need of the towns 
for relief, but applying that 
relief not according to the length 
of the bridge, but by the fi
nuncial burden of the town. It pro
vides that whenever the repair or 
rebuilding of bridges in towns im
poses a financial bnrden upon that 
town of five mills or more for that 
year, then the State should come to 
their relief financially. Xow that 
recognizes the need of the town for 
assistance and will afford relief to 
towns not only having fiOO-foot 
bridges, but three or four or five hun
dred-foot bridges, and we did not 
feel that we could recommend the 
passage of this measure. 

Mr. OHAM of Bristol: Mr. Spea.k
er. we have in my community a 
bridge that needs rehnilding, and it 
is in a dangerous condition. I want 
to say hel'e that I have no particu, 
lar interest, so far as the hridge 
matter is concerned, but for the in-

tE'rest of the whole State. Now this 
hriUge that I am referring to is the 
longest bridge in the State of Maine, 
being 5,000 1eet long, and we have 
built that hridge in Lincoln county. 
~ ow we are not a rich county but I 
am not pleading poverty for Lincoln 
count,', but I do plead for the safe
ty of those who are obliged to travel 
over this bridge. Jt was said at the 
hearing. if I remf,mLer correctly, 
that (jOO automohiles passed over 
that hridge in a da}. Now, you peo
ple in Augusta are deeply interested 
in that bridge. Squirrel Island is 
practically ownerl by the reople of 
this county. and ,,,hen you go over 
that ill'idge, I should feel very had
I,~ as one of the members of" this 
legislature to know that I have sat 
quidl,\' b:-' and acquiesced in not en
de:1YOring to naye some prOVISIon 
mack for the safety of that bridge. 
T wouldn't darE' to drh'e in an auto
JJlobil" O,",'r that bridge today, Some 
of you peoplf' don't understan(l the 
conditio" of" that bridge. 

Now, g'entlemen. I am for econ
om:-', an'1 ,'on know by my vote 
when I voted against mv own sal
ary thut I stoo<1 for th~ principle 
of econom,'. Is it economy to let 
:hnt bridg'e go down when life after 
life might be carried down in the 
stream, ane1 the bodies never be 
found':' Let us be economical, but 
let us not use that economy where 
the lives of our citizens are con
cel"lwd. for the sake of an eighth or 
a sixteenth of a mill. What is money 
compared with life? ,Vhat is mone~' 
in ships and stocks and bonds com'
pared with the life of your child or 
,~our wife or yourself? LinCOln 
('ount}' is not asking the State for 
nnything that would embarrass any 
man who had a fair amount of mon'
e:-'. I want to do e\'erything that is 
for the best interest of the whole 
State. but this bridge is on one of 
Ollr !'''gular thoroughfares leading 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and 
everybody knows that we haye beau
tiful scenery along the coast of 
Maine, Now. I am asking this, not 
for myself and not for Lincoln coun
ty. but for the whole State of Maine. 
that you concur with the Senate, and 
don't be carried away by a few 
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paltry dollars that you may think 
will come out of the people of this 
State. Life first, property next. 

Mr. GRANVILLE: Mr. Speaker, 
I will say for the information of the 
gentleman from Bristol, Mr. Oram, 
that this House yesterday passed a 
resolve appropriating 3[),000 for the 
\Viscasset bridge. 

Mr. CASE of Lubec: lUr. Speaker, 
the committee firmly considered this 
bill, and while the bridge bill may 
not be perfectly right, we think it 
is unfair to pick out particular 
bridges; it is unfair to the towns 
who have smaller bridges. The gcn
tleman from Dresden came to us and 
asked assistance for three bridges in 
his town, and they got that assist
ance, and is it fair for us to pass a 
law that will take care of the GOO
foot bridges while the town of Dres
den must support their own bridges 
and help pay for the GOO-foot 
bridges'? I hope the motion will pre
vail. 

The question being on the motion 
to indefinitely postpone the bill, 

The Illotion was agreed to and 
the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

From the Senate: An Act to in
crease salaries of certain county of
ficers and amount of Inoney allowed 
for clerk hire in certain county of
fices. 

In the House. this bill was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by 
HouEe Amendment "A." 

It now comes from the Senate, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by House Amendment "A" and as 
amended by Senate Amendments 
"A" and "E" in non-concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wiII 
say that Senate Amendments "A" 
and "B" are simply to correct er
rors in the copying of the pay-roll 
of county clerks, the pay-roll of 1917 
in many of the counties being copied 
instead of the pay-roll of 1919. 

On motion by Mr. Gagne of Lew
iston, under a suspension of the 
rules the vote was reconsidered 
whereby this bill was passed to be 
engrossed. 

On further motIOns by the same 

g€utIeman, Senate Amendments "A" 
and "B" were adopted; 

The bill was then passed to be en
grossed as amended by House 
Amendment "A" and by Senate 
Amendments "A" and "B". 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs on the following re
solves: 

Hesolve in fayor of the clerk, 
stenographer and messenger to the 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs. 

Hesolve in favor of \Villiam W. 
Gallagher for services as clerk of 
the committee on judiciary. 

Hesolve in favor of stenographer 
of judiciary committee. 

Resolve in favor of Kenneth F. 
Lee [or services as messenger to 
committee on judiciary. 

Hesolve in favor of Lawrence P. 
Barton for sen'ices as clerk to the 
committee on legal affairs. 

Hesolve in favor of Faith A. Try
on. [or services as stenographer to 
the committee on lcgal affairs. 

Resoh'e in fa\'or of George H. 
Chick for services as messenger to 
the committee on legal affairs. 

Hcsolve in favor of clerk and 
stellographer to public utilities com
mittee. 

Resolve in fa\'or of George T. 
Hinchcliffe. 

Resolve in favor of Louis A. Mc
Gowan for services as clerk to the 
('ommittee on mercantile affairs and 
insurance. 

Resolve in favor of Carolyn L. 
Sparks for sen'ices rendered to the 
committee on counties. 

Hesolve in favor of the clerk of the 
committee on ways and bridges. 

Resolve in favor of clerk and 
stenographer for committee on 
salaries and fees. 

Hesolve in favor of Olive M. Dutton 
for services as clerk of the committee 
on library. 

Resolve in favor of the clerk of the 
committee on taxation. 
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ResolYe in favor of Benjamin A. 
Swasey, clerk to the committee on 
State sanatoriums. 

Resolve in favor of Ralph W. 
Farris for services rendered as clerk 
of the senate committee on bills in 
the second reading. 

Resol\'e in favor of Arthur F. 
Tiffin for services as clerk of the 
committee on bills in the third read
ing. 

Resol\'e in fayor of Brooks Brown 
for services as clerk to committ(oe on 
agriculture. 

ResolYe in favor of Julian K. Crox
ford for services as clerk on the com
mittee on claims. 

Resolve in favor of Kenneth Lee 
for services as stenographer to com
mittee on claims. 

Resolve in favor of Kenneth F. Lee 
for services as clerk to the committee 
on State lands and forest pl'eserva
tion. 

Resolve in fa\'or of K('nneth F. Lee 
. for services as clerk to committee on 
insane hospitals. 

Resolve in fa\-or of Julian K_ Crox
ford for services as clerk and stenog
rapher' for the committee on public 
health, 

Resolve in favor of Nellie S, Lord 
for sen-ices as clerk and stenogr'apher 
to the committee on pensions. 

Resolve in favor of S. D. Lord for 
sen-ices as clerk to the committee on 
towns. 

Resolve in favor of Bernice E. Bates 
for services as clerk of the committee 
on education. 

Resolve in favor of Edith B. 'Wilson 
for serTices rendered to the House 
and Senate committee on engrossed 
bills. 

Resolve appropriating money to 
pay the clerk and stenographer to the 
committee on interior waters. 

Resolve in favor of Faith A, Tryon 
for services as stenographer to the 
committee on military affairs. 

Reporting same in a new draft un
der title of Resolve in favor of clerks, 
stenographers, and messengers to the 
several committees of the Eightieth 

Legislature, and that it ought to pass. 

In the Senate, the report was read 
and accepted and the resolve passed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson, under a suspension of the 
rules, the resolve received its two 
readings and ~was passed to be en
grossed. 

From the Senate: An Act to au
thorize the promulgation of rules and 
regulations of the CommiSSioner of 
Inland Fisheries and Game. 

This comes from the Senate, passed 
to be engrossed in that branch. 

On motion by Mr. Crafts of Green
yille, the rules were suspended and 
the bill received its two several read
ings. 

On motion by Mr. McIlheron of 
Lewiston, the bill was tabled pending 
its third reading. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
prt'sent at this timc out of order, An 
Act to amend Chapter 319 of the 
Public Laws of 1915, and acts 
amendatory thereof providing State 
and county aid in the construction of 
highway bridges. 

In the House, this bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

On motion by Mr. Gerrish of Lisbon, 
the vote was reconsidered whereby 
this bill was passed to be enacted. 

On furthl'r motion by Mr. Gerrish, 
the bi1l was indefinitely postponed, 
because pro\-ision is made in another 
n1(\-asure. 

From the Senate: Ordered, the 
House concurring, that the Commis
sicmer of Inland Fisheries and Game 
within sixty days from the adjourn
ment of this Legislature, promulgate 
and continue in effect, not exceeding 
four years, such rules and regulations 
of the fish and game department, 
relative to the protection and preser
vation of fish and game. 

In the Senate this order was intro
duced, read and indefinitely post
poned. 

On motion by Mr. Farnsworth of 
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Caribou, the order was indefinitely 
postponed .in concurrence with the 
Senate. 

From the Senate: Order relative to 
the compilation of the inland fish and 
game laws, being amended in the 
Senate by Senate Amendment "A." 

On motion by Mr. O'Connel! of 
Millinocket, the House yo ted to adopt 
Senate Amendment "A," and on 
further motion by the same gentle
man, the order recei\'ed 11 passage in 
concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. McIlheron of 
Lewiston, bill, An Act to authorize 
the promulgatitjn of rules and regu
lations of the commissioner of in
land fisheries and game, was taken 
from the table. 

On further motion by Mr. McIl
heron, under a suspension of the 
rules, the bill received its third read
ing, and was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Willard of Sanford presented 
remonstrance of E. F. Clark and 
others against the liquor bill. (Or
dered placed on file.) 

Mr. Teague of Waterboro present
ed petition of Chester Brenner and 
104 others of Waldoboro and vicin
ity asking for change in law govern
ing the taking of smelts. 

On motion by Mr. Baker of Steu
ben, the petition was referred to 
the next legislature. 

Mr. Holley of North Anson, pre
sented out of order under suspen
sion of the rules, Resolve in favor 
of the chaplains of the House of the 
Eightieth Legislature. 

On further motion by Mr. Holley, 
under a suspension of the rules, the 
Resolve received its two readings 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: On the commit
tee of conference on Memorial to 
Congress urging favorable consider
ation of the principles of the Smith
Towner bill, the Chair will now ap
point as members of that commit· 
tee, Messrs. Barwise of Bangor, Cram 
of Portland and Roberts of Lymar .. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson, it was ordered, that the re
rolve in favor of the Bangor State 
Hospital be recalled from the Gov
ernor. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair at 
this time presents Resolve in favor 
of the Bangor State Hospital. This 
resolve was finally passed in the 
House. 

On motion by Mr. Holley, the vote 
was reconsidered whereby this re
solve was finally passed, and on 
further motion by the same gentle
man the vote was reconsidered 
whereby this resolve was 'Passed to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Holley then offered House 
Amendment "A" to amend by strik
ing out the last clause on page 2 of 
the engrossed resolve beginning with 
the word "provided" and ending 
with the words "may exist in any 
other". 

The amendment was adopted, and 
on further motion by Mr. Holley the 
resolve was passed to be engrossed 
as amended by House Amendment 
"A". 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Dodge from the committee on 

appropriations and financial affairs 
reported "ought to pass" on resolve 
in favor of H. G. Smallidge for 
extra services as assistant messen
ger to the House of Representatives 
of the Eightieth Legislature. 

The report was accepted. 
On motion by Mr. Holley, under a 

suspension of the rules, the resolve 
then received its first reading. 

On motion by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Winthrop the rules were suspended 
and the resolve received its second 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed. 

Mr. Dodge from the committee on 
appropriations and financial affairs, 
reported "ought to pass" on resolve 
in favor of Benjamin A. Swasey, 
clerk to the committee on school 
for feeble-minded. 

The report was accepted. 
On motion by Mr. Wadsworth, un

der a suspension of the rules, the 
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resolve received it,,; first reading, 
and on further Illation by the sanle 
gentlelnan the rules were suspended 
and the resolve received its second 
reading and wa,,; passed to be en
grossed. 

]\11'. Case fronl the COIllluittee on 
ways and bridges, reported in new 
draft and "ought to pass'" on re
solve in favor of the town of Win
throp. 

The report was accepted. 
On motion by :'vIr. Oram of Bristol 

the rules were suspended and the 
resolve received its first reading, 
and on further motion by the same 
gentlelnan, the rules were suspended 
and the resolve received its second 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed. 

:\11'. CHAIVl o[ Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the order of 
the House wbereby no new Illatter 
should be introduced after the date 
of the passage of the order. be sus
pended in order that I may intro
duce at this time a bill. 

The nlotion was agreed to. 

::\11'. Cram then introduced bill. An 
Act affecting the salaries of the pro
bation officer and tlte assistant pro
bation officer of the county of Cum
berland. 

On motion b~' Mr. Cram. the rules 
were suspended and the bill re
ceived its two several readings, and 
()ll further motion by the same gen
tleman. the bill received its third 
reading. 

:\11'. CHAM: Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen, this is a matter which real
ly should have been attended to be
fore. This is a special matter which 
affects only Cumberland county and 
relates to the probation officer and 
his assistant. An Act was intro
duced into this House in February. 
asking for a rather radical change 
in the probation laws. and also ask
ing for an assistant, to be a woman. 
in addition to the present assistant 
so that there would be three, a prin
cipal probation oIDc'>r and two as
sistants in Cumberland County. This 
bill also stipulated that the salaries 

be arrangeLi [or by the judges and 
tJle county conlInissioners. "-rhe mat
ter was referred to tt Sub-Colnmit
tee of the CUlllbel'land county dele
gation, and. after long and cureI'ul 
consideration by thenl it was deemed 
e'(p(edient to lnake the chang(~s 

u8ked for, and that cOlnmittee re
ported to the CUlnoerland county 
delegation. The report came in here 
and wus ttccepted by tllis House a 
few days ago "ought not to pass." 
It was the intention or' the commit
tee to do something in the way of 
increasing the salary of the proba
tion officer anu his assistants, but 
it was overlooked, and the matter 
was not reported in the new draft 
as it should have been. Now in this 
llew draft, Or in this proposed 
amendment to the act, the salary of 
the probation officer is inc] eased 
from :j;l:!OO to $1500. and the assist
ant from $DOO to $100\J. The proba
tion officers in that county are hav
ing a great deal of additional work. 
and they arc very efficient in their 
work and we have felt that they 
have l'een underpaid for some time, 
and it is only a matter of justice 
that this should be granted as it has 
been ttsked for. This means for an 
additional amount to be paid only 
by the county of Cumberland of 
$400. I haye conferred with all the 
members of the Cumberland County 
delegation that I have been able to 
reach this morning, and I have also 
conferred with the county commis
sioners of Cumberland County by 
telephone, and I was assured by the 
commissioners that this increase will 
not in any way affect their budget 
or the county treasury, and I there
fore ask trlat this matter be given 
its passage to be engrossed. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

l\Tr. Murchie of Calais presented 
the following order: 

Ordered, that from and after 
11.30 A. M. Friday, April 8th, 1921, 
rule 25 of the House Rules be 
amended by striking out the word 
"prohibits" and inserting in place 
thereof the word "permits." This 
order shall be affective when ap-
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proved by the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hounds, but only for 
the balance of the present session. 

The SPEAKJ;;R: The Chair will 
state that there is an ancient maxim 
to the effect that one should "Be
ware of the Greeks when they come 
bringing gifts." The Chair will fur
ther state that the clock is wrong, 
and that it is now 11.31. The gen
tleman from Portland, Mr. Rounds, 
will come to the desk and approve 
the order. 

(Mr. Rounds approves the order 
at the Speaker's desk.) 

Mr. nOUN DS: Mr. Speaker, I 
would lil~e to amend that order by 
adding to it the stipulation "When 
the gentleman from Calais, Mr. 
Murchie, furnishes the cigars." 
(Laughter). 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amend Sections 3 and 

9 of Chapter 35 of the Revised Stat
utes, increasing the amount paid by 
the State for cattle condemned. 

An Act to provide for the pay
ment of a bonus to Maine Soldiers 
and Sailors in the war with Spain. 

An Act to amend Section 20 of 
Chapter 117 of the Hevised Statutes 
as amended by Chapter 179 of the 
Public Laws of 1917 and by Chap
ter 147 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
relating to the salary of the State 
Superintendent of Public Schools. 

An Act to establish the State 
School Fund and to provide for the 
apportionment of the same. 

An Act to amend Chapter 188 of 
the Private and Special Laws of 1915 
entitled "An Act to confer addition
al rights and powers upon the East 
Branch Improvement Company. a 
corporation incorporated by a Spe
cial Act of the Legislature, approved 
March 18th, 1903. 

An Act to amend Chapter 238 of 
the Public Laws of 1919, relating to 
Workmen's Compensation. 

An Act to provide for the juris
diction of the Public Utilities Com
mission over certain motor vehicles. 

An Act additional to Chapters 219 
and 244 of the Public Laws of 1917, as 

amended by Chapter 196 of the Public 
Laws of 1919, prohibiting fishing in 
the tributaries to Lake Annabessa
cook, in the county of Kennebec. 

Resolve making an appropriation 
for the construction of a new building 
at the Northern Maine Sanatorium, 
Presque Isle, Aroostook county and 
for the purchase of equipment there
for and for maintenance. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve for a marker for Maine 

soldiers at Valley Forge. 

Resolve appointing a committee of 
investigation to procure plans and 
estimates for a State library building. 

Resolve in favor of aid of navi
gation of lakes and certain waters. 

Resolve to reimburse the' members 
of the special committee charged with 
the duty of investigating the desir
ability of enacting the Act introduced 
at the Seventy-ninth Legislature en
titled "An Act to establish the State 
University of Maine and to provide 
for its maintenance. 

Resolve to reimburse L. Ernest 
Thornton, Secretary of the Senate, for 
expenses incurred in connection with 
the lecture of ,Villiam F. Dawson. 

Resolve in fa\'or of Faith A. Tryon, 
for services as stenographer to the 
committee on re-districting the State. 

Resolve to reimburse the members 
of the taxation commission for ex
penses. 

Resolve in favor of F. G. Farring
ton, chairman of the committee on 
insane hospitals. 

Resolve in fa"ol' of Portland dele
gation. 

Resolve in favor of Mildred L. 
Humphrey for services as clerk and 
stenographer to the special com
mittee of the Eightieth Legislature 
for the investigation of agricultural 
conditions in Maine. 

Resolve authorizing the payment of 
certain defiCiencies. 

Resolve dividing the State into 
senatorial districts. 
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Emergency Measures 

An Act to j'egulatc the u~e of motor 
driYen and al1lmal l1nl\\'n \'ehic]es on 
highv.'ays. 

The RPE.\KEH: This lwing an 
emcl'gcnC'".\' l"lleaSUl'(:', undf'l" th~l pl'O

,'isian::::; of U1C' constitution l'('quil'(_-"~ a 
\'ote of two-thil'(1s of the entirc mem
bCl'ship of this HouRe' nn its l)HSsagt' 

to be enacted, All those in fa\'()j' of 
the passagE' oi this hill to 11,- ('nacted 
'will J'ise ane] stan(1 in theil' places 
until ('ountecl 

A (liv]sion hf'ing 11a\l, onc' hllntln'd 
and twenty-one yotec1 and all in th(' 
affirmatin', so the hill ,\'as pass('d to 
be enacted, 

] tE's()l\'(' 111 fa \'()l' of aill T! q' r:<-1 \'i
g'ati()ll ()f ]akes and Cl'l'tain \Y<ltp\,:-: fOl' 
the fiscal pel'io<l l'll(ling Jlll1(' :-~o, IH:21. 

'TIlt' S 1'11:_'\ T( En: This heing an 
(~nlPl'g'('n('Y lIle3S111'(" undcr the> p1'O

\'ision;.:; or tl1(' constitution l'e(juil'(,s a 
\-oi(' Ill' t,,'o-thinls ur 111(-' ~·ntl1'(, 111t'rn

bership o[ this lloust' Oll its final 
passagc . .1-\11 1hOSt, ill fa\"u1" of the 
final passal-((' of this ]'('sol\'(' will 1'is(' 
and sland unl il count,,(1. 

.... .\ (li\'ision helng had. 01ll' hundl"c(l 
and tw('nt,' \'ot('d and all in the 
affirIllutiYE', HO the l'psnl\'e \"as nnnll,v 
passed, 

TIesolyE' in favol' (If the 1Iainp 
school for the fe('!,le mi lH1('(1 J'm' 
n1aintenance and l)f:-'l''sonal SC1Tic('s. 

The SPEAKER: This )wing an 
('ITIPl'g'PllCY mpaslll'e. UIHlf:-'l' thp pl'O

\'isiol1s of the constitution ]'('quire's a 
votc of t\\'0-thi]'(18 of the ('ntll'co mem
bership of this liousC' on its final 
passage, All those in fa\'01' of the 
final passage of this resol\'e will rise 
and stanll until countt'(l, 

A di\'ision being had, one hun(lrcd 
and twenty-two \'olell ancl all in the 
affirmath'e, so the ]'csol\'e was finally 
passed. 

Resol\'e in fa ,'or of the Augusta 
State Hospital for maintenance dur
ing the years 1921, 1922 and 1923. 

The SPEAKER: This being an 
emergency measure, under the P]'O-

\'isions of the constitution requires a 
yote of t\\'0-thil'(]8 of the pntiJ'c mem
)w]'ship of: lhis House on its final 
]lassag'C', All lhose in fa,'or of the 
final lJaSsag(' of the J'psol\'(1 will rise 
an(1 stant] until (,01l11tec1. 

A (li\'isiol1 b('ing had, one hundred 
and t\\'('nty-Ih]'('(' \'ote(] and all in the 
am,'malin" so the 1'('s()ln~ was finally 
passed, 

He:-;olYp in fa\'Ol' o[ 1he lJniYersity 
of ~I aiJH'. 

'1'11<' SPE~\KI<=ll: This being an 
C'1l1C')'t!,'C'lH'Y In('a~lll'f', 11no(,I' the })l'O

\'is;'IllS of tlw constitution requi1'ps a 
Yott' or t\\'n-thil'ds of 1h(' entll'C' mClTI

bnj'ship of this House on its final 
passag'c, All those in fa\'ol' o[ the 
Jinn! passage of the j'psolyc will rise 
and staml ul1til ('011nt('(1, 

.... -\ lli\'islon hping had, 011(' hundred 
and twenty-fi\'(' Yotc,1 ntH] all in the 
atlil'nwti\'(', so tlw l'Psoln' was finally 
passecl, 

On motion by 2\11', HollC'y of North 
Anson, majority and minority re
ports on bill, An Act relating to 
taxation of steam railroads, House 
Document 1\'0. ;~:70, was taken from 
the table, 

The pending question heing the 
acccptance of either report, 

lIll', HOLLEY: :\11', Speaker and 
gentlemen of the House, my lpurpose 
in tabling this bill yesterday was to 
Jin,] out just what it meant in dol
lars allc] cents to the estimated reve
nue of the State of Maine in the 
closing days of this legislature. I 
wanted to know how much of a de
ficit this would create if the major
ity report "ought to pass" was ac
cepted, I thought that there might 
be other members of the House who 
would be equally interested to know 
how much extra direct tax would 
be assessed on every piece of real 
estate and persona! property in the 
yarious counties from which they 
came. 

Endeavoring to be absolutely fair 
in figures, we got into communica
tion with the proponents of the 
measure and with the attorney rep-
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resenting the proponents of the 
measure, and I anI very glad to say 
that the committee are very glad to 
take their figures, because their fig
ures show an even greater deficit by 
about $140,000 than ours, and I will 
read now the agreed figures from 
both parties and I will assume they 
are nlore or less correct. I want to 
say just a word before I read these 
figures relative to what I call a rath
er good guess on the part of the dis
franchised budget committee. We 
estimated the revenue from the 
railroads to be paid in 1921 on the 
calendar year earnings of 1920 to be 
$2,000,000. That estimate was made 
in the last days of October or the 
first days of November. I admit 
that it was somewhat of a guess but 
founded more or less upon facts. The 
$2,000,000 estimate was under what 
the actual commitment is by $100,-
000. It was neyer the intention 01 
the budget committee to over-esti
mate revenue nor to under-estimate 
appropriations. So I assume if we 
made a good guess in that case, we 
might be trusted to make a good 
guess relative to the revenue in 1922 
and 1923, which was estimated at 
$2,400,000. These are the figures. 
These figures show a deficit would 
be created, necessarily met by direct 
taxation against your home and 
against my home and against 
every piece of personal proper
ty and every farm in the State 
of Maine. The entire deficit created 
would be $1,042,439.72, which was 
approximately one and one-third 
mills on the property of the State 
divided over two periods and in 
counties. These are the figures. 
These figures are what it would cost 
your county and my county more 
than it would if the bill did not 
pass. Androscoggin county would 
have to raise by direct taxation, $88,-
515.32; and if I may be permitted, I 
will not go into the exact figures, 
but will just take the thousands. 
Aroostook county, $97,000; Cumber
land county $219,000; Franklin 
county, $27,000; Hancock county, 
$40,000; Kennebec county, $76,000; 
Knox county, $29,000; Lincoln coun
ty, $17,000; Oxford county, $47,000; 
Penobscot county, $115,000; Piscata-

quis county, $43,000; Sagadahoc 
county, $28,000; Somerset county, 
$60,000; Waldo county, $21,000; 
Washington county, $36,000; York 
county, $92,000. It seems to me 
that we could vote more intelligently 
when we have the figures in dollars 
and cents instead of in mills. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, there is al
ready a motion before the House, 
made by the gentleman from \Vin
throp, Mr. \Vadsworth. 

Mr. VILES of Augusta: Mr. Speak
er, ---

The SPEAKER: Pardon the Chair 
for just a moment. The gentleman 
from Orrington, Mr. Phillips, moves 
that for the unfortunate adjective 
used by the gentleman from No. An
son (Mr. Holley) "disfranchised" 
before the words "budget commit
tee", the House substitute the words, 
"conscientious and hard worked". 
(Applause). 

Mr. VILES resuming: Mr. Speaker 
and gentlemen of the House: This 
question has been before this Leg
islature practically ever since we 
met here. It is not a new question 
brought up in the closing days of 
this Legislature. It is a situation 
that has become more acute and 
more alarming with each succeeding 
day of our session, and it has be
come so acute, lVrr. Speaker, and so 
alarming, that it is today being in
vestigated by the President and the 
Vice President of the United States, 
who are devoting their attention to 
the railroads of New England, and 
attempting by some method, not to 
prevent them from going into gov
ernment control, but to prevent them 
from going into government owner
ship; and I ask the gentleman from 
No. Anson (Mr. Holley) how much 
revenue the State of Maine would 
derive from these railroads if they 
went into government ownership, 
because the revenue that we already 
receive now would then be wiped 
out and we would receIve nothing. 
This question has claimed the at
tention of the governors of the New 
England States, and those governors 
have appointed representative citi
zen's committees to take up with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
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and with the public, and to advise 
and attempt to straighten out these 
matters. 

Dul"ing th" consideration of this 
measure by the Legislature the rail
roads of Maine ha\'e maintaine(l no 
10bhieH at thl' State Capitol. 'rhey 
haye come hp l'("l , gentI~men. with f1'0e 
and open hands and ha\'e placed their 
cnRC openly upon the table, and they 
ask us to weI! consider it and to ren
der a true yerdiet thereon. 

The method of taxation of rail
roans is uIHloubtcdly familiar to you 
all. A railroad is taxen today not on 
its nl't earnings. it is taxed on its 
g'l"OSS income; and I will say, and yOU 
probably are familiar with the fact, 
thnt n rnilroaa today has nothing to 
say in regard to the amount which 
it pays its labor, a big ann a most 
important item ill the maintenance 
of a railroad system. I will say 
furthC'r that a railroad has no control 
O\'er its income b('eanse its income is 
fixNl by the Intprstatc Commerce 
Commission: and I ask you, gentle·· 
men, with a railroad operating at a 
continual aeficit, how can it be main
tained and do its business? 

Something has been said, gentle
men, in reg:1l'd to the mjlnagemc,nt of 
th" State of J\/faine railroans: hut on 
that question I want to state with 
Px-Go\"C'rnor Cohb, a man whose 
judgment is respedl'd by eyery citi-
7.en of the State of Maine, I bEe1ieye 
that their mangement has b('('n 
wise and judiciouH ann fair. They 
ha\-e in the past been ,mccessful, 
and along with the success of those 
railroads has gone the prosperity of 
the State of Maine. and today they 
find themselves unable to meet their 
obligations ann they come to th~ 

Lpgislature of the State of Maine on 
their knees ann ask us for relief. 

SomC' question has been raised 
about the book-keeping of these rail
roans, but ,'ou and I know with the 
r('ports submitted to auditors, re
audited ann submitted to various 
commissions, must be all right. and 
we must repose confidence therein. 

The Goyernor of ::VIaine appointed a 
committee of public citizens to work 
with the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission, and with the committees ap
pointed by the other governors of the 
Xew England States, to work out a 
relicf fOJ' the raill'oad situation: and, 
gentlemen, that committee has heen 
hpfOl'e the committee of taxation of 
thi,; Legislature, ann the majority 
report of the committee is the report 
of that citizens' committee appointed 
by the Governor. They were asked 
at that hcal'ing, that committee, 
henclptJ by that respectl'd citizen of 
Bl'lll1swiC'k, :Mr. \Vheeler, and upon 
which there served and will serve 
other public citizens of :'IIaine, what 
in their opinion this committee should 
l'ecnmmend, and what in their 
opinion the LegislatUre should pass 
in this extreme emel'gency: and they 
l'Pcommpndcd the bill which the com
mittee )'pportcd ought to pass. But 
thcy even went fUrther than the com
mittee because they recommended 
this bill for the ycars 1921, 1922, and 
1923, while the committee recom
mends only for the years 1921 and 
1922. 

This, gentlemen, is a great and 
fundamental Pl'oposition. It is a 
Pl'oposition that affects eyery interest 
of the State of Maine. It affects the 
State itself. It affects the shippers of 
J\Tainc, it affects the laborers of 
::vraine, and in the discussions which 
are to come up in the future, I belie\'e 
that the State of Maine should say 
to this committC'e that the State of 
Maine has taken the first stcp to 
alleviate the present situation. Then 
we can ask the public to assume their 
part and the employees of the rail
roan to assume theirs: but what 
argument, :'Ill'. Speaker, will this 
committee have if they go there and 
say that thc State of Maine refuses 
to do a single thing to alleyiate this 
situation? Taxes on railroads today 
in the State of Maine are higher than 
in any other state east of the Missis
sippi. They are equalled alone in 
the countr,' by the taxes in Cali
fornia; and I will say to the gentle
man from No. Anson (Mr, Holley) 
that YOU are not taking this money 
out of those counties because you 
have not received this money. I am 
basing the assessment on the rail
roads upon the gross earnings of the 
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year, 1919, whi('h were the largest in 
the history of those roads. You 
might say that a poll tax is a good 
thing; we will make it one hundred 
dollars, and how much would Somel'
SE't county lose if it was not placed 
at one hundred dollars? ThE're are 
some men in this LegislatUl'e who a,'e 
familiar with the banking situation in 
Maine, and th('rC' arC' some things 
which I forbear to say, but thE'), arc 
familial' with the effects on the banks 
of Maine if these n,ilt'oads are forced 
into government o\vnership, or if they 
an' crippled and unable to function. 

""ow it will ha\'e an effect upon the 
tax rate if 'wc (10 not take an,' more 
mOlH'y than we ha \'C' in the past, of 
course, It will ha\'e an effect on the 
tax rate if We' do not take any more 
money from anybody eise than we 
ha\'8 in the past; but, gentlemen, 
this is a gTE'at, big public question, 
aIHI I tE'l1 you that you cannot afford 
tu pass this h,' at this time, The 
gentleman fl'om Swan\'i]]C', :Ml', Xick
erson, says, would we like to go back 
to our constitutents and say that we 
have aided thc railroClds at thiil time; 
and I want to say to him that for 
one membel' of this Legislature, I 
would be ashamed to go back to my 
C'onstitutents and say that I refused 
so to do. And, gentlemen of the 
House, I do not speak as a stock
holder or as one intC'restec1 in any 
way in thc Maine Centloal or in any 
other railroad in the State of Maine, 
I speak as a member of the ::Vlaine 
Legislature and ail a C'itizen of the 
State of Maine, and I say to you that 
if it means extra taxation, as the 
gC'ntleman from No, Anson (Mr. 
Holley) says upon other classes of 
propcrty, it will also inelude my 
property, and I shaH be glad to con
tribute my part. 

We have taken a step in setting 
the due date of the taxes of railroads 
ahead so that if these taxes are paid 
on that due date, it makes a differ
ence of thousands of dollars to the 
railroads of Maine, 

I repeat that this is a great, big, 
fundamental question. 

The prosperity of Maine has gone 
along with the prosperity of iLs 

railroads, and we cannot honestly 
and conscientiously refuse to take 
action to alle\iate this situation at 
the present time. I say, gentle
men, let's stand up and do our part, 
and then let's send a committee to 
labor and ask them to do their part. 
And then, if necessary, they can go 
to the shippers of the State of Maine 
and 'lsI, them to assume their part, 
but we hope this will not be neces
sary. I support the motion of the 
gentleman from 'Winthrop, Mr. 
\Vaasworth, and trust that the ma
jorlt,~ report will pre\'ail. (Ap
plause) . 

l\[I·. \VIl'\TEH of Auburn: l\lr. 
Speake r and gentleman of the 
House: \Ye 11::1.\ e all liec'n "ery 
rnuch incerest.ed in the remarks of 
the gentleman from Augusta (::vrr. 
Viles), and it is certainly pleasing 
to know that he has reduced the 
amount asked for in this bill from 
that asked for in the first bill by 
$~,GOO,OOO, 

l'\ow, gentlemen. as to honest 
book-keeping, lH'yer since I first be
came interested in this railroad 
question ha\'e I questioned the COr
rectness of the Alaine Central books 
and such information as I have been 
able to obtain has been obtained 
from their own books, l'\ow I hold 
in my hand the annual report of the 
::'>1ai11e Central Railroad which, as 
acknowledged b,' All', McDonald 
himelf and by nearly C'very speak
er on this question in the \'arious 
conlmittee hearings, has beE'n one of 
the most successful roads in the 
New England States. For years 
they have been building up a con
servative surplus until today, gentle
men, the Maine Central Railroad bv 
its own account has a surplus i~ 
round numbers of $7,000,000, with 
only $12.000,000 common stock, 
largely owned by Savings banks and 
institutions of that character. I say 
to you gentlemen that the Maine 
Ct'ntral Railroad common stock is 
worth more than one hundred and 
fifty dollars per share; yet when 
Morris McDonald appeart'd in WaSh
ington on the 15th day of last De
cember before the Intt'rstate Com
merce Commission. he said that they 
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were formerly a prosperous road, 
but had become almost bankrupt 
and were facing the danger of a re
ceivership. He did not remember 
the various tllings he had said ollly 
a short tirne before when he came 
before tl1 is COlllluittee Oil the [Jtll 
day of l,'ebruary, where in answer 
to a questioll he aumitteu that the 
roau had prospered all through gov
ernment coati'oJ. and that in round 
numbprs tlHce million dollars was 
sutlicient to pa,' all the 1ixed charges. 
pay ail the interest on the bowled 
indelJtedness and rclut'll the ordinary 
dividends to the stocl,llolders lJesiilps 
placing a J"uld"ome amount to the 
surplus. ] te alHo ackn()\vledg'eu a 
rnornent latcr in answer to a ques
tion, that tllere was a million, sCI'en 
hundrpd tllOus,u1l1 «(ollars due from 
the gOH'rnment at that moment un
der Fednal controi, and ~1.::0().OOO 
un(h'r tlle I,'pderal Guaranty Act, 
substantial I,' acknowledging tlHlt UP 
to Sceptcmiwr 1st. ]!l:!O. the :\lainp 
Central Hailroad hall PI'OSIH'rpd; that 
they had b(,(,11 nlaking' nlonPY. been 
making rhp largt'st additioll to tho 
surplus that they ha vt' e\'er made in 
thei,' histo!')'. ]';'0"', gentlemen. 
sillce Septornlwr. according to re
ports which are not disputed. they 
are aelding less of course, but during 
this period of reconstruction that is 
to be expeeted of any corporation 
or inelividual. Now, gentlemen, to 
go farther! For this long period of 
years during which the Maine Cen
tral Railroad bas had such efficient 
and excellent management improve
ments have, been largely made from 
the earnings of the road, for exam
ple this be::wtiful station that you 
have in this city, the various model 
stations all along the line. and these 
improvements have been made in 
normal times at norn1al expense. Go
ing b(wk to that question of book
keeping, r think that the capital 
charge against that corporation of 
~42,OOO,O()O is only a little more than 
half the actual intrinsic value. 

Now. ge,ntlemen, r have no wish 
to weary you with a lengthy speech. 
No man in Maine is more interested 
in the Sllccess of the State and the 
success of its industries than am r, 
and it is absolutely true that the 

)laine Central Haill'oad is an insti
tution upon the succ('ss of which 
llepends the success of-every busi
ness organization and of evt'ry in
di\"idual in the State of 1\laine. I 
wish only the utnlOst fairness in re
gard to the q uestioll. 

The ;\laine Central Hailroad at the 
present nlOment is charging CXCeSH
iYe rates, and notWithstanding the 
elficienc,\' of the managenwnt in the 
vast, I do not thin!, it is wise for 
_,lorris l\IcDolldld to come to Augus
ta to n ttend the hearing befoj() the 
committel) by special train in grand 
st,'le and pomp, and come into this 
l-Louse and get down on his kIH""s 
Ilegging for clmrity. I submit, gt'll
tlcnH'll. that the 1\1 aine Central 
Hailroad in common with every oth
er ra ilroad in ,""t'w England. neods 
younger b100,1, lleeds !lIen with a 
better I'ision and mon who are will
ing (0 work and stri ve and be one 
of the common people in increasing 
and improving the morale of their 
associatt's. I have in mind, gentle
men, a little road only a fow miles 
from this building running alJout 
forty-four miles into the Sheepscot 
valley. This road has had a very 
checkered career and eleven years 
ago was abandoned by its owner. 
who happened to be a wealthy New 
Yorker. He told his young genera! 
manager that he had paid the last 
c10liar that he would pay for the 
support of that road. This ~'oung 
man gathered his force about him 
and said, "Doys, Mr. Peck has gi\'en 
this road in my hands, and the suc
cess of the road depends upon us. 
H is up to you, boys." Now during 
that eleven years not a dollar had 
been paid to that road from Fed
oral government, and those boys un
der the gallant command of their 
general manager, Sam Sewall, ha\'e 
furnished efficient and satisfactory 
service to some seven or eight thou
sand people in this little valley east 
of yO]]. and that road today has a 
small surplus which it has earned 
during those eleven years. r under
!'tand that this year they have made 
the magnificent sum of $128 to pass 
to their surplus, but they are still 
serving those people. I submit, gen· 
tlemen, that if the roads of New 
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England will increase their morale 
as Sam Se~all has increased the 
morale of tnis little road, there will 
be no question of coming to State 
Legislatures and asking for charity. 
(Applause ). 

Mr. GARDINER of Gardiner: 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask 
through the Chair, a question of 
the gentleman from No. Anson, (Mr. 
Holley.) I note that the budget 
figures indicate an assumption that 
the State tax rate will be six mills, 
and the revenue upon which the fi
nances of the State are estimated, 
is based upon that assumptioll I 
would like to ask through the Chair 
if the gentleman from No. Anson 
(Mr. Holley) has now any knowledge 
whether or not the ultimate state 
rate will be lower than six mills. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from No. Anson, Mr. Holley, may re
ply through the Chair. 

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, re
plying to the gentleman from Gar
diner (Mr. Gardiner) through the 
Chair, I must admit that the com
mittee on appropriations and finan
cial affairs finds itself in rather an 
embarrassing position. No one could 
know, no matter how much intelli
gence he had, just what was going to 
become of the various resolves car
rying money, and I assume that we 
will not know until a few moments 
before adjournment. I could not 
answer that in definite figures, but I 
can answer it in this way: As I have 
already stated on the floor whatever 
concessions are made to those who 
pay the indirect tax into the State 
treasury, of which the railroads are 
one class of corporations,-whatever 
concession is made to those corpo
rations must be made up by direct 
taxation upon every farm, home and 
personal piece of property in the 
State of Maine. If this bill passes, 
it is my best judgment that you will 
have an increase over six mills. 

Mr. GARDINER: Would the gen
tleman state his idea of the rate if 
the bill does not l)ass? 

Mr. HOLLEY: I have already stat
ed, Mr. Speaker, in replying to the 
gentleman that there are no definite 

figures available. No one knows 
what is going to become of the va
rious resolves carrying money. A 
$100,000 resolve may be vetoed or it 
may not, but it represents one-sixth 
of a mill. I cannot give figures that 
are definite. I do not care, Mr. 
Speaker, to commit myself until I 
can be sure of my position. 

Mr. GARDINER: The purpose of 
my question was to support the es
timate made by the budget commit
tee, which committee has performed 
for us a great service in estimating 
expenditures and receipts. They 
have estimated a certain amount of 
revenue to be raised by the direct 
state tax. I wanted to ascertain if 
the passage of this resolve would 
increase that state tax rate as has 
been contemplated by the budget 
committee. 

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, I 
think I can answer that. I have 
already answered it once, and I will 
say again that in my best judgment, 
it will increase the tax rate above 
six mills. 

Mr. GARDINER: Mr. Speaker, I 
presume there is a new draft of a. 
biU which accompanies the majority 
report, and if I am correct, in un" 
derstanding that it has not been 
printed, I would request that it be 
read. This is the new draft as re
ported by the majority on taxation: 
"Provided, however, that during the' 
year 1922 no annual excise tax shall 
be assessed against any such rail
road in excess of the amount assess
ed against and paid by such railroad 
in the year 1920; and provided also
that such annual excise tax received 
by the State from any such railroad 
during the year 1921, in excess of 
the amount of the annual excise tax 
assessed against and paid by such 
railroad in the year 1920, shall be 
paid by the State to the treasurer 
of such railroad." You will observe 
that the whole purport of this meas
ure is not to give a rebate to the 
railroads, but to provide that for 
the years 1921 and 1922, the tax 
assessed on those railroads should 
not be increased over the tax of 1920. 
The substance of this bill then is to. 
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provide that the method of figuring 
your tax shall not operate to raise 
the amount of tax over the tax of 
1920. 

I have no hesitation in saying that 
the method of taxation enforced 
against the railroads is wrong. I 
am glad to be ablc at last to take 
this fioor and criticize a part of our 
tax laws in support of a majority 
report rather than in the face of a 
unanimous report against. The 
method of taxation, as you know, is 
on gross earnings and has nothing 
to do with whether the railroad is 
making or losing money. The sit
uation at prcsent is that the rail
roads are losing more and more 
money ancl your tax extracts a 
greater ancl greater tax. That is a 
system which I claim is unfair. The 
proposed remedy is merely to pro
vide that for two ycars, the amount 
of that tax shall not be increasecl. 

\Vhen' this subject first came to 
my consideration, I must confess 
that I did not take it very seriously. 
It seemecl to me from the hcacllines 
in the newspapers that the difficulty 
with the railroacls was with refer
ence to their wage scheclules, such 
as thc little item of whether the 
railroad ought to hire three station 
masters in one station office instead 
of one onc-legged station master. 
That seemed to me to be the cause 
of the trouble with the railroads. 
The thing that prompted me to go 
into the matter a little morc deeply 
wcre the observations of certain o/p
ponents against any relief to the 
railroad at the various hearings 
which were held on the matter. 
Those observations I can only char
acterize as absurd heckling. This IS 
a matter that merits consideratIon, 
and constrnctive consideration, and 
nothing but helpful criticism. Now 
the situation is similar to this propo
sition: You have an existing law 
whereby, although the loss of the 
railroads may increase, the amount 
of tax you take from them will in
crease. The more they lose, the 
more you make. If this were a 
new question, if you were to pass a 
law as a new proposition and de
clare that you would increase the 

tax upon the railroads only in the 
year 1920, do you think that the 
proposition would merit serious con
sideration? If you have an industry 
whose loss is increasing, how far 
would a pl'opnrwnt get with a bill to 
increase the tax upon that industry? 
As the ability to pay declines, how 
far would you go in increasing the 
demand that taxes be paid? At 
this present time your failure to act 
is equivalent to the passage of such 
a law. You will remember that 
sometimes in legal discussions there 
is a saying that an act of omission 
is equivalent to an act of commis
sion. Hcre your failure to act, your 
failure to provide that these taxes 
shall not be increased, is substan
tially equivalcnt to your passing a 
law to increase those taxes. This 
is a measure affording but tem
porary relief for two years. Never
theless, it is the only opportunity 
you have to correct an unfair sit
uation. 

1'\ow labor can make no more con
cession to any great extent. The 
salaries and wages have been re
rlucecl. The salary ("ut became ef
fective the first or this month. 
Doubtless a few a,ijustments can be 
made in wages, but the average rail
way employee does not receive on 
the average a better scale of wages 
than an industrial ernp]oyee. They 
can make no further sacrifice. A 
few da,-s ago it was the pleasure of 
this House to pass a bill which re
linquished a certain amount of rev
(·nue that the State could get from 
the taxation 01: bank stock. I op
posed that mcasure, partly because 
I considered it unconstitutional and 
partly because the mone~- Which yoU 
voted away accrued to the benefit of 
private individualS for the most part. 
On the other hand. there was merit 
in the measure in that it afforded re
lief to the banking situation in the 
State of Maine, and it was the pleas
ure of the House to consider that 
the banks wel'e entitled to that re
lief and to relinquish a large amount 
of revenue that otherwise would 
have come into the State. 

I have the greatest admiration for 
the budget committee and I have 
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the greatest adlniration for anybody, 
a member of the Legislature, who 
wants to keep the State tax down; 
but I want you to remember at 
what price you would keep the State 
tax down by virtually passing a law 
that the more a corporation lost, the 
nlore tax you would extract from 
it. Certain gentlemen llUve ap
peared during this session of the 
Legislature before committees and 
before this House as the self-consti
tuted apostles of the doctrine of the 
square deal. To those gentlemen I 
would say here is your opportunity; 
11ere is your chance for a square 
deal. You can now say whether you 
belie ve this tax situation is unfair. 
You can now 8a,- it is unfair and 
we will afford relief for a period of 
two ~ ears. That is my idea of a 
square deal. \V11en a situation is un
just. exercise the utmost of your 
ability to correct it. 

This matter is in your hands, the 
patient is on thc table, and pretty 
well etherized. If you care to, you 
can extract the last pound of flesh 
from the railroads operating in this 
State. There will be no remon
strance. It is in your power, but 
in extracting that last pound of flesh, 
remember that you may interfere 
with the arteries that nourish this 
State and upon which we all rely. 
(Applause). 

Mr. WINTEH: Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Gardiner (Mr. Gar
diner) speaks about the square deal. 
I am sure that no member of this 
House wishes for anything else. I 
know that from personal experience 
and in conversation with the most 
of you, but you must not forget, 
gentlemen, that if you let this by, 
there is another act relating to the 
taxation of street railways, which, in 
justice to them, if we help the steam 
railroads. we must bring before this 
House. Also, under the same pro
vision of the excise tax there are 
the telegraph and telephone compa
nies, and some other public service 
corporations. Gentlemen, the farm
ers all over Maine are objecting to 
having the taxes increased. The 
distinguished gentleman, who is the 
father of all these bills, said that 

the railroad officials told him that 
they would save $1,300,000 in the 
purchase of coal and other operat
ing expenses, which of course is a 
large item in their favor, and would 
go that far toward reducing the 
deficit. Now there was placed in 
the suspense account for the month 
of January allnost a million dollars, 
so that tl1e,- would be left some 
$400,000 to the good for the year 
1!J:!1. The Maine Central Hail road, 
gentlemen, is a very healthy patient 
and you need Hot worry about their 
being on the table in an etherized 
condition. They 11a ve been exceed
ingly alive at this session. They 
have always been in evidence at the 
Legishtures of THaine, and no doubt 
always will be. I have no fear that 
we will in.iure the :!'.laine Central 
TIailroad by not passing this bill. 
fEnce September there has bE,en an 
increasE' of the tari1'f rate of forty 
per cent. They have already beg'un 
to 1'e(luce tlleir expenses, and they 
will save during this current :' ear 
o\-el' ~~,OOO.OOO in labor alone. Last 
Sunday not a singl(' freight train 
lno\'ed 011 tIl" "'!aine Central TIdil

road. :McJ)onald himself has ac
cepte,1 a reduction in salary, and at 
the last llearing here at Augusta, he 
carne down in the eommon train 
with the common people and rode 
to the Augusta House in a commOl) 
Augusta public I.'ord car; so that 
he has seen the handwriting on the 
wall and well l(nows that if he is 
to maintain his position as general 
manager of the Maine Central Rail
road he must practice economy and 
develop efficiency. Now, gentlemen, 
with this increase of forty per cent 
in the rate, you may be sure that 
the Maine Central Railroad wil! 
continue to decrease its expenses, 
and they will not decrease the rate 
until the balance is on the right side 
of the ledger. 

'\1:1'. CHERRY of Eastport: Mr, 
Speaker, I hesitate at this time to 
enter into this discussion, but as one 
of the members of the committee who 
Signed the minority report, I thought 
probably you might be interested to 
the extent of knowing, or caring to 
know why I signed the minority re-
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port. This, a~ has been said, is a 
serious question, and calls fOI' sel'ious 
thought, It is time \\'h!'n we should 
be awal'e of the condition and not let 
s!'ntiment U~ll!'p good judgment. This 
commIttee, of which I have the honor 
to be a member, listened to the evi
dence pl'e~ented by the l'aill'Oads with 
the kindlh,st feeling toward them. 
wilhollt prejudice of any kind, and 
without hostile feeling. I listened to 
so man:y figures in connection \yith 
tho 11carings that they ]wcame a 
lltaze fl'om which 1 could not extri
('ato m~'s(,jf, and it took me :L 10llg 
tinw to get to the place whel'" I couh] 
tinc1 a plan' On 'which to Imse an 
opinion whet he!' I wisJ1ed to sig'll till' 
majority 01' tlw millol'lt~' report. 1 do 
ll(Jt care to 'Vp~ll·~r you at thIS tilne 
a I't Cl' this lengthy discussion with an,' 
p:u'ticular 'VOl'tis of IninE' heal'illg on 
the subject; but I will simply call 
.'dJUJ' attpll1 ion to ISUll1P of the IOVv'est 
figul'cs, that r was able to heal' at 
any time elUt'ing the h!'al'ing, They 
an' "'IStl~' lJplow an,' of the fig-Ul'es 
that ha \'(' lJeen nam!'d to you today 
and will giH' you some idea of why 
[ signcd the minority rppott. Ac
cording to the figures submitted that 
I hav" hen', the lowest that were 
named, if this bill were passed the 
Main" Centl'al Railroad would receive 
$176,000 a year, or $3G2,OOO during the 
pet'iod that this bill covers. The 
Boston and Maine Railroad would 
receh'e $55,000 a year, or $110,000 for 
the period. The Bangor and Aroos
took 'Railroad would I'eeei,'e $127,000 
a year, or $254,000 for the period. The 
other I'ailroads of the State, coming
under the provisions of this bill, 
would receive $67,000, or $134,000 for 
th!' period; making in all for the 
pel'iod, $850,000. If the Maine Central 
Railroad were the only beneficiary 
under this bill, I am free to say to 
~'ou now that I would gladly have 
\'oted for it; Imt in order for the 
State of Maine to make a concession 
to the Maine Central Railroad of 
$352,000 for the period covered by the 
bill, it would be necessary for us to 
give the other railroads, who do not 
ask for it particularly, and some of 
them have said that they did not need 
it, $498,000, Now, gentlemen, I submit 

to yOU that that is not a reasonable 
proposition and for that reason, and 
t ha t reasun alon"" I signed the 
minority rellol't. (.\pplause,) 

MI'. ,\VADSWORTH of 'Vinthl'Op: 
;\It'. Speaker, I would like to say just 
a fC'w words. It seems to me that 
this matteI' is resolving itself into the 
qUpstiOll of ho\v much it ,vas going 
to cost, Now whell we get clown to 
that IlI'Opusitioll thel'P is no ,\'ay to 
fig-lII'p. This subject, divided into 
('ounties 1'01' us lly the gentloman 
[rom North """son (MI'. 1-lolley) 
sounds pretty largE' for a county. It 
is quilc a lot of money; hut the hest 
\\'a~' is to see what it will cost the 
lllan in taxC's ha\'ing a hCHlll' yalued 
at $~,~)OO. ]o'Ol' the two ,'ears, it will 
cost him $3.;)()~I think those figul'es 
al'(, correct. That is the 11I'ice of 
a""ut two theater tickets. 'Ye will 
sa~' that he pays that, Does he get 
it hack'? A 1'(' :WlU a fannel' '? Do you 
I'ais(' potatoes and apples that you 
ship to Portland or Boston, from 
Aroostook county, perhaps'? Xow it 
was said at the hearing the other 
da~' that the Maine CE'ntral Railroad 
and the athOl'S were in a critical con
dition anil that they need relief of 
some sort. If they do not get this, 
r do not know that the rates will be 
advanced, but there is a very great 
possibility that they will. Will you 
figurE' ten per cent as the advance 
which is recommended, or may be 
I'ecommended as I understand it, on 
yOUl' freight rates, on your barrel of 
potatoes, 01' any produce off the farm, 
and see whether this will cost you 
mor'e or less? That is the question 
that seems to be before the House in 
the minds of a lot of people,-how 
much this is going to cost us. I will 
admit that if you take a trip to Bos
ton on a passenger train twice, or if 
you go with your wife, the increase in 
the rate will offset this inerealoo" that 
you are paying in taxation. I think 
that is a pretty important question. 
This applies not only to the farmer 
who ships a load of produce, but it 
applies to every shipper in the State 
in any industry, whether they are 
bringing stuff in or shipping it out. 
We want to think of that if we are 
thinking of what we are going to say, 
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In regard to the book-keeping and 
that sort of thing, of the Maine 
Central or any other railroad in the 
Statc, in the investigation which has 
been made by this committee, they 
t,)xe listened to their statements and 
they make these recommendations to 
you which you have had before you. 
Now what are you going to do? Are 
we going to chip in, are we going to 
help them out? If you had a neigh
bor in distress, you would give him 
more than $3.50 or $3.75. The people 
are disposed to help those in need. 
Kow I believe that these railroads 
come to us in distress; that they are 
asking us to chip in, and, if we are 
going to figure how much it is going 
to cost us, I make a prediction that 
it will cost us less in taxes than it 
will in increased rates. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
I hesitate to say anything at this 
time on this matter, but I feel that 
in the interests of the common busi
ness of the State you gentlemen 
shoul<1 consider this matter very 
carefully. There are some who seem 
to think that money flows from a 
railroa<1 corporation by the law of 
gnlvitation. Now that is not so at 
all. :Money comes from a railroad 
exactly as it comes from any other 
business. 

You have heard some discussion 
here as to the method of taxing a 
railroad. I wish to go a little fur
ther on that point. Suppose you 
take a grocery store in the city of 
Auburn or in the city of Augusta, 
or in the city of Portland. We will 
say that it has a valuation of $5,000. 
The tax rate is forty mills, the tax 
then is $200. Supposing this gro
cery store has an annual turnover of 
$50,000, and instead of paying the 
tax of forty mills, it pays the same 
kind of a tax that this State imiposes 
on the railroad, namely, five and 
one-half per cent on its gross busi
ness, that grocery store would pay 
a tax of $2,750; and is there a gen
tleman in this House who would not 
say and admit that a tax of $2,750 
on a grocery store in the city of 
Auburn, or in the city of Portland, 
was an outrageous tax, and that the 

man who paid it would have a right 
to complain? Now continuing that 
just a moment! Supposing that 
man increases his annual turnover 
and his expenses to amounts that 
make his business possible, are you 
going to continue to bleed that mer
chant by that system of taxation? 
Now that is the system of taxation 
that exists on railroads today in the 
State of Maine, and I say that it is 
unfair; that it is unreasonable to 
make this great artery of commerce, 
upon which the industry of our 
State depends, upon which it passes 
in and out of our State,-I say it is 
too unreasonable to doom it to such 
a tax. 

I am aware that I am not in
teresting, but, gentlemen of the 
House, I propose to 'persist because 
that which is right will become pop
ular, while that which is wrong will 
soon lose the power of illusion and 
sink into oblivion. This leads me to 
ask the gentlemen of this House who 
owns the Maine Central Railroad, 
and the ans\ver is, tl1e citizens of 
Maine. You heard the distinguish
ed gentleman from Augusta intimate 
certain difficulties with the banks 
of Maine. I trust, gentlemen, that 
you will consider the situation 
whether it is better to scale your de
posits in your savings banks or to 
afford relief to a business corpora
tion in a business way. We must 
meet this situation like men. ThIS 

is not to be determined by what Mr· 
Morris McDonald eats or the brand 
of cigars that he smokes, or the 
method of conveyance that he uses. 
We are up against a very serious 
proposition in regard to the greatest 
industry that exists in our State to
day, and the one is worthless win~
out the other. Now the owners of 
the Maine Central Railroad stock, 
including the savings banks of the 
State, are destined to go without a 
return on their investment for many 
years. That is the contribution they 
make to this problem. Labor may 
have to make its contribution to the 
problem, but it should be with fair
ness. You are aware, gentlemen, 
that the railroad has nothing to say 
relative to what it shall pay its em-
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ployees. I heard it said in this rOOl!] 
that there were but sixty !people in 
the employ of the l\Iaine Central 
Railroad over whom the railroad it
self had the slightest control; so 
that the labor which produces this 
transportation, the cost of that, is 
fixed by law. On the other hand 
the price at whieh they shall sell 
this commodity-transportation-is 
likewise fixed by law. So, gentle
men, you have this great industry 
in the State of Maine, you have a 
strangle hold upon it from the stand
point of labor, from the standpoint 
of the banker who is to finance it, 
from the standpoint of the public 
who criticizes it. 

Kow, gentleman, I ani aware that 
the temper of this House is such 
that Ruch re.marks as I have uttered 
will not meet with approval. It is 
not apparently the business of this 
Legislature to approach business 
propositions in a business way. \Vhile 
these railroad interests were on 
their knees in this room pleading 
the cause of common business at 
the hands of this Legislative com
mittee, in the other end of this State 
House very distinguished gentlemen 
were glibly discussing and passing 
,vith great quickness increases of 
salary. I was stru('k by the con
trast. The greatest corporation in 
this State bankrupt, its securities in 
every savings bank in this state own
ed by the citizens of the State, its 
stock selling for less than fifty centR 
on the dollar, on its knees before a 
committee of the Legislature in this 
House begging for relief, assuring 
the State that it wanted to perform 
the public service with which it was 
charged, and at the other end of 
this building that which is so preva
lent in this Legislature of all others, 
the lavish expenditure of money 
raised by the public tax. 

I think it was the great Justice 
Marshall who said that the >power to 
tax was the power to destroy; and 
I have no hesitation in saying to 
you, gentlemen, that if you live and 
move and have your being a dozen 
years more, you will see the most 
complete expression of that old say
ing of that wise man, that you have 

seen; the power of taxation eat up 
and destroy the common industry of 
this State, and industry owned by 
her citizens, built up by the judg
ment of her men of business ability, 
the securities of which are in every 
savings bank, every hamlet and in 
about every family in the State of 
l\Taine. Gentlemen, I hope that the 
lllotion of the gentleman from Win
throp (::\11'. Wadsworth) will pre
vail. (Applause). 

.:\11'. CHA::\I of Portland: Mr. 
Speakel', this is eertainly a matter 
of very great importance, and I 
feel that there are other gentlemen 
who desire to speak on the subject 
awl that they should have an oppor
tunity. I therefore move that the 
malter' be tabled until after recess. 

(erieH of "no" and "question".) 

A viva Yoee vote being taken, the 
motion to table was lost. 

1\11'. \YILSON of Presque Isle: 
Mr. SpP8,ker alld gentlemen of the 
HOllS,': I wish I had the power of 
oratory of Hobert Ingersoll, but I 
have it not. I would like to ask 
the distinguished gentleman (Mr. 
Wing) what assurances we have 
that the sl1lalJ amount which would 
be granted by this relief of taxation 
would entirely relieve the Maine 
Central ltailroad and that they would 
not come back for further relief. 
\Vhat assnrance can thE'Y give us in 
that regard? \Vhat assurance have 
wc that the relief so granted would 
he llser! in talcing care of the deficit 
which has already occurred? What 
will they do toward reducing their 
expenses? If these questions can be 
answered to my satisfaction, I am 
ready to vote for it; otherwise I am 
not. 

Mr. \VING of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker. I should like time to 
answer the gentleman. if possible. 
The railroad itself as I understand 
it. has already exercised the great 
ingenuity in reducing its own ex
penses. I believe I read in the 
press that last Sunday was the first 
Sunday in a great many years that 
the Maine Central Railroad kept the 
Sabbath. Now the proposition, as 
I understand it, as to why this rail
road should have relief: If the 
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management of it is to go before 
the Labor Board seeking relief, it 
must say we come before you with 
the endorsement of the State of 
Maine, that Maine is trying to bear 
its share of the burden, therefore 
you must help us through labor. 
The State itself, the owner, has can· 
tributed its loss of income. It seems 
to be that that is the answer to the 
gentleman; and furthermore, I 
should like to say this, that the rail
roalis, unlike other business, is con
trolled entirely by law. If I were 
to raise potatoes on my farm, I haye 
the right to lietermine the kind of 
seed and how I shall plow it; but 
the railroad has no such priYilege. 
It is fixed by law as to what it shall 
sell and how it shall sell it. It is 
fixed by law as to the prices they 
shall pay to produce it as it seems 
to me if I have made m,'self c]car. 

2111'. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
8pcaker. there is no one who appre
ciates morc than I the fine remarks 
malie by the various gentlemen. and 
I ha,'e listened very closely. I can 
see only one question here to decide, 
and that is. whether we by our yote 
desire to change the burden of taxa
tion from the corporation to the peo
pIe; and I move the preyious ques
tion. (Applause). 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from North Anson (Mr. Holley) 
moYes the previous question, Shall 
the main question now be put. All 
those who are in fayor will rise and 
stand until counted. 

A sufficient number having arisen 
the main question was ordered. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the vote be 
taken by the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER: All those who 
demand the yea and nay vote will 
rise and stand until they are 
counted. 

A sufficient number having arisen. 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr, ROGERS of Rockland: Will 
the Speaker state the question? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents minority report that the taxa
tion bill ought to pass, In a few 
words, a yea vote abates the tax to 

the railroad; a nay vote extorts 
from the railroad, the tax prescribed 
by law. 

Mr. \VING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, I thought the question was on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
\Vinthrop (Mr, Wadsworth) to ac
cept the majority report. 

The SPEAKER: If the Chair has 
made a misstatement, or there is any 
misapprehension, let's clear it up. 
The gentleman from Winthrop, Mr. 
\Vadsworth, moved the alioption of 
the majority report, ought to pass. 
A yea vote abates the tax; a nay 
vote extorts the tax, The Clerk will 
call the roll. 
Y['~A~Baker, Bartlett, Belliveau, 

Duzzell, Carroll, Case, Chalmers, 
Conant, Dodge, T)oyle, Eastn1an, 
Fal'l1s\YOl'th, Finnel1. Forbf'R, Gardiner, 
Hunton, Landers, Leighton, Luques, 
Maher, Mason, Owen, Peabot/y, Peas
lee, Pennell, Phillips, Orrington; Phil
lipN, Bar I-Iarbor; Plun1!11el'. Ricker, 
Snipe, Spear, Lilnestonl"; Thomas, 
South Portland; Towne, Viles, ,Vads
worth, ,Vashburl1, \Ving, ,Yood.
Total, :l8. 
NAY~Adams, Aut/ibert. Austin, Dar

wise, Bean, Blanchard, Boothby, Brag
don, Fer'ham; Bragdon, \\r(~stbrool\:; 
Bragdon, Franklin; Brewster, Orland; 
l-1ro'\'11, Carney, Chamberlain, Chandler, 
Chase, Cherry, O)rdwell, Cole, Crafts, 
Cram, Croxford, Daigle, Dean, Dovvn
ing, D'.)wns, Dunning, ElInore, Emery, 
-F'agan, Gagne. Gerrish, Gipson, Gran
ville, Hammond, Harriman, Hayes, 
Heal, Hinckley. Hodgkins. Holley, 
Houghton, Hussey, Kerswell, Kimball, 
Lowe, Main, Masse, McGlauftin, Mc
]lheron, Murray, Myrick, Nadeau, New
CODlb, Scarboro; Newcomb, Newburg; 
Nickerson, O'Connell, Oram. Patters')n, 
Perkins, Reed, Roberts, Vinalhaven; 
Roberts, Lyman; Rogers, Rockland; 
Rounds, Savage, Sawyer. Small, Smith, 
Ludlow; Spear, Rockport; Story, 
Teague, Tilden, Thomas, Chestc.rville; 
Trefethen, Varney, Jonesboro; "-arren, 
vV ea therbee. \V"eks, Dresden; ·\V ceks, 
Fairfield; \Vcntworth, \Vight, \Vil
Iiams, Wilson, 'Winter, Witham. Wood
ruff.~T·)tal 87. 

ABSENT ~ Atherton, Barney, Bel
more, Bennett, Brewster. Portland; 
Burns, Chadbourne, Clarke, Crabtree, 
Davis, Jordan. Larrabee, Maxwell, 
Moody, Morneau, Murchie. POlJre, Por
ter, Rogers, Jonesport; Smith, \Vater
boro; Smith, Skowhegan; Twombly. 
Varney, Windham; Willard, \Viseman. 
~Total, 25. 

The SPEAKER: Thirty-eight 
having voted in the affirmative and 
87 in the negative, the motion to 
accept the majority report failed of 
passage. 
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On rnotion b;;' Mr, Kickerson or 
Swanyille, it was voted to accept tile 
rninority report, ongltt not to pass. 

At this point rCCt'SS was taken till 
2.:X) P. 1'l. 

AFTER RECESS 
Eemonstranc(, Ot J. 1). Cole of 

Kenduskeag and 41 onlc'rs against 
the liqUor' bilL (O]'(iered plact',] on 
tile. ) 

Froitl tllC Senate': Ilesol'.'e to au
thorize pu blicatlon oj" GOO copit·s of 
pulJlic letters of J olm I, airfield. 

ThiB I"(sol\." was pass('ci to Je Ul

gro,;sed III ti1(' House, April :..!nll and 
linally passC'd in the House on April 
(;ih, 

it no\v conll~S frolll the Nl'llatc 
passed to be engrossed as anH:>ndeli 
IJ~- ~ellu,tp AllH-'JHlrnent ".A", in 11011-

('Olleurrencp. 

On motion b,' :\[1'. :\]oody of YorK 
under a S1.1SpellSion of the rules, the 
\'ote was r(,considered 'whereby tllis 
rl'so}Ye \\TDS 1in,-1,11y passed. 

On further' nlotion by the sanlP 
gentleman, under a snspension of the 
I u]es, the yole \vas reconsidered 
w11('r('b,' this }"esol\"e was passt"] to 
LJe E-'ngrosRed. 

Senate Alnendrnent ".,A .. " ",vas then 
adopted, awl on further mocion by 
1\1r. ]\lood". the rt'sol\'e was passed 
to bt' ('ngroBs(ed as amendt'd by St'n
ate _\ nlE'ndlnent "..:-~." 

From the Senatt': Itesolve in fa
vor of the ",ational Conference of 
Commissioners on uniforrn State 
laws and of the Commissioners from 
]\1<,ine for the promotion of uniform
it~' of legislation ,in the rnited 
States. 

In the House this resolye was 
finaliy passC'd on April 6th, 

It now comes from the Senate, 
amended by Senate Amendment "A", 

On motion Ly Mr. Cram of Port
land, under a suspension of the rules, 
the \"otes were reconsidered where
by this resolve was finally passed and 
whereby it was passed to be en
grossed. 

Sl'n:'lte ~:\Tll('ndrnE'nt "A" \vas then 
adopt"'1 in concurrence. 

On further motion by ]\11'. Cranl 
the n'solvt' was then passl'd to IJe 
ell;::;To:.-~spd as ;"Uuc'lHied lJy Senate 
AnH.'IHlrTIent "..:\." 

From tile Senate: Heport- of COI11-

111ittec of conJ"erPlu-'t_' on ni1l, .:\11 
Ad increasing" tilt, salar,~ 0" tlle 
treasurer of Androscoggin count)', 
J"tPOl"tillg" that Llle Senat" recede and 
('on cur with the House in the ac
(eptanc(' 0[" tht' l"t,port of the com
ll! it tct'. siJl('l' til is rna tt lOr is cove red 
il,\- another acL. 

This CODles f"om the Senate, the 
1 '.:'IH)!"t r('ac1 and acct-'I)t('d, and the 
report 01" tl,(' committee on salaries 
ami fef's, reporting" "ought not to 
pas"," r('ad and acceptl'd, in concur
rPllC'E'. 

TIlt" report of tIl€' co"ference com
luitLee \'-"as acceptt-'(1. 

On nl otion iJ~' ]\[1'. Small of Drpw
e,', 1-10u~t' Do("ument ~o, :140, Hesolve 
In aid of navigation on Schoodic 
Grand Lnkf', was taken from table, 
and on further rnoUon lJ~' the same 
gentleman, the resolve was indefi
nitel,' postponed, 

On motion by Mr Small of Brew
er, House Docnment Ko, ~42, Re
solve in aid of navigation on lVfoose
hea(l Lake, was taken from the ta
hlp, and on further motion by the 
R<l me gentleman, the resolve was in
(lefinitely postponed. 

On motion b~' Mr. Small of Brf'wer, 
House Document No. 330, Resolve in 
aid of navigation on Lewy, Long and 
Big Lakes, was taken from the ta
ble, and on further motion by the 
same gentleman, the resolve was 
indefinitely postponed, 

On motion by Mr. Small of Brew
er, House Document No, 337, Re
solve for lighting narrows between 
Upper and Lower Richardson Lakes, 
was taken from the table, and on 
further motion by the same gentle
man, the resolve was indefinitely 
postponed. 
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On motion by Mr. Small of Brew
er, House Document No. 338, Re
solve in aid of navigation on the 
Lower Lakes, was taken from the 
table, and on further motion by the 
same gentleman, the resolve was in
definitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Small of Brew
er, Resolve in aid of navigation on 
Hangeley Lakes, was taken from the 
table and on further motion by the 
same gentleman, the resolve was in
definitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, Bill, An Act relating to third 
class highways, was taken from the 
table. 

The pending question being the 
passage of the bill to be engrossed. 

On further motion by Mr. Rounds, 
the bill was passed to be engrossed. 

Report of the committee of con
ference on Bill, An Act conferring 
certain additional powers on the city 
of Portland, namely, the power to 
establish a municipal ferry to Peaks 
Island in Portland Harbor, reporting 
that they are unable to agree. 

'.rhe report was accepted. 
On motion by Mr. McIlheron of 

Lewiston, the House voted to adhere 
to its former action. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais: Mr. 
Rpeaker, I rise to a question of per
sonal privilege. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Calais, Mr. Murchie, will state 
his question of personal privilege. 

Mr. MURCHIE: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, has im
posed upon me the burden of pro
ducing the cigars, and I now move 
that he be required to distribute 
them. (Laughter.) 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, Senate Document No. 199, An 
Act to establish the commission ot 
foreign and domestic commerce, was 
taken from the table. 

The pending question being the 
motion to indefinitely postpone this 
bill, 

Mr. Rounds then yielded to the 
gentleman froIn Auburn, Mr. Wing. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, this bill provides for a roving 
commission to solicit business, as I 
understand it, for a pier in Portland 
that has not yet been built and 
which is already the subject of a 
law-suit. Now, I have no particular 
interest in this matter. It will be 
urged, perhaps, that this commis
sion has no pay and that it is in the 
interest of commerce. It seems to 
me that it is a bit ridiculous to 
create a roving commission and send 
a man anywhere ho may wish to go 
for the purpose of soliciting com
Inerce, to move over a bankrupt 
railroad, and to send out onto the 
ocean over a pier that is not yet 
built. I trust in this late day of 
this legislature that this bill will 
share the fate of many others whioh 
provide for commissions that have 
been sought to be formed here this 
winter, and that it will be indefinite
ly postponed. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents Resolve in favor of the State 
School for boys and accompanying 
veto nlessage. 

;'STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Augusta, April 8, 1921. 
To the Honorable House of Repre

sentatives: 
I return herewith without my ap

proval 'Resolve in favor of the State 
School for Boys for the construction 
of a certain school building.' 

The State School for Boys is an 
institution doing excellent work and 
its management is efficient. An ap
propriation of $99,309 has already 
been made by this legislature for its 
maintenance. The appropriation 
asked for by the accompanying re
solve would be used in the erection 
of a central school building, but in 
my opinion it is not necessary to con
struct this school house at the pres
ent time. It has already seemed wise 
to this legislature to postpone all 
new construction at the various state 
institutions for which there is not 
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an immediate need. The boys at 
the State School are being properly 
educated and the construction of 
the school house can safely be post
poned. It is doubtful if the $:20,000 
recomnlended would build up and 
equip this school, and once it was 
started it would be necessary to 
complete it regardless of cost. In 
the past appropriations have often 
heen made whereby new construc
tion was commenced and then, it be
ing too late to stop, heavy demands 
were made upon the State 'l'reasury 
to complete the work. I do not be
lieve any buildings should be auth
orized by the legislature until it is 
definitely understoo,! what it will 
cost, so that the legislature itself 
and not the Governor and Council 
may nlake provision for paying the 
bills. That is the onl~' businesslike 
way to conduct tJ1(' State's affairs. 

Very respectfully, 
Percival F. Baxter, 

Governor of lVIaine." 

Mr. TILDEN of Hallowell: 1\11'. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House, 
it has been fore-ordained that this 
resolve would be vetoed by a mes
sage from the Governor to the legis
lature, and that opinion of the com
mittee has been confirmed in the \'a
rious conferences which we have 
had with His Excellency in trying 
to harmonize our views with his in 
regard to appropriatio]}fl. Neverthe
less, this measure has seemed to 
the committee to possess such merit 
that we have not felt in duty bound 
to report adversely upon it. The 
Governor says that $!l!l,OOO have al
ready been a'ppropriated for this in
stitution. I want to call your atten
tion to the fact that this sum of $99,-
000 covers the period from January 
1st, 1 !l21 to July 1 st, 1922, a period 
of 18 months. He does not state 
that there is a further appropriation 
of $fi6,000 to carry it over the third 
fiscal period, that is for the year 
from July ] st, ] !l22 to June 20th, 
1923. This would make an appropria
tion of $165,000 for the total of 
maintenance, including salaries at 
this institution for the three fiscal 
periods. 

The Governor in his message fur
ther says that this institution is 
\\'ell nlanagerl. In that your conl
mittee agreed, and I wish at this 
time to present to you the facts and 
conditions as your committee found 
them upon visiting this institution. 
At the present time there are ap
proximately lGO inmates of the in
stitution. They are house,l in four 
buildings upon the cottage system. 
In each of these buildings there is 
one room set apart as a school room 
ullder the direction of a teaeher for 
that particular building. 'rhis sys
t0m is practically the old district 
school system in which the various 
grades from the lowest to the high
est taught arc all conferred in one 
room and under one teacher. In 
effeet it quadruples the efforts of 
the teachers and the instruction 
given, and the superintendent in
formed us that it creates a great 
disadvantage, not .only to the pupils, 

-depriving them of the hours of tui
tion to which they are entitled, but 
it also works adversely with the 
teachers being in contact with the 
pupils throughout the day, and in 
faet at night also, hereby causing 
great dissatisfaction and inefficiency. 
To remedy this condition it has been 
proposed to erect a single school 
building, one story in height, con
taining four school rooms, in which 
the various grades can be sorted and 
f'ducation can be given as it should 
be in grade schools. The experience 
of the state school for girls confirm
ed the committee in the opinion that 
this change would be decidedly to 
the advantage of the pupils of the 
school for boys, and it was evident 
to them that this change should be 
nlade. 

Xow as to the statement that no 
plan has been made and no estimate 
as to the cost has been given. It 
appeared in the course of the hear
ing before the committee and in the 
conferences with His Excellency that 
the superintendent had quite defi
nite plans upon this project. He 
based his figures upon the cost of a 
very similar building constructed 
for one of our towns prior to the 
war, and he stated that the cost of 
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that building was $16,000. To this 
amount, owing to the increased cost 
of material and labor, the commit
tee added $\),000, making the amount 
asked for $25,000. The committee in 
considering the project, and con
sidering that since the estimate was 
madc labor and materials had de
dined somewhat in price, reduced 
this to $20,000, which a:ppeared to 
be satisfactory to the superintend
ent, and that is the amount we have 
asked in this resolve. 

The resoh·c was presented by the 
superintendent and trustees of this 
institution to the committee on bud
get, and it is recommended to this 
legislature by the committee on bud
get for an appropriation of $21),000. 
The trnstees and the superintcndent 
advocated the measure, stating sub
stantially what I have laid before 
you in favor of it, and no one ap
peared against the measure. In this 
connection, allovY me to make known 
to this House that in accordance 
with the request of the Governor 
this committee has recommended to 
the legislatUre the total amount in 
the resolves for several institutions 
coming under their supervision of 
$\);),477.1)0, less than the amount 
recommended by the budget. This 
amount is after allowing the $20,000 
asked for this purpose. 

This institution 
a State institution. 

is unquestionaLly 
It takes ¥:aY\\Tard 

lA)~·S fr0111 th(' streets from 
COD1111unities and seeks hy 

various 
judicious 

lnethods to ovr>rC01118 their -waYvvard 
tenclencies and equip them for future 
respectahle and decent ci tizenship. I 
claim that the State is morally re
sponsib Ie for their ,velfare and should 
give them every opportunity for equip
ping themselves for future useful life 
that it possibly can. ThE' attention of 
the committee at the time of their 
visit to the institution was culled to 
a Service Flag in the central Luilding, 
and that flag represented 108 past in
mates of that institution who had an
swered the call (0 the colors in their 
country's servjce, and the superintend
('nt informed us that not one of them 
had proved delinquent. (Avplause) 
Gentleman, I beliE've this to be a most 

'\vuI'thy ohject and one which merits 
your careful c'.1nsidcration, ana I 11108t 
sincerely hope that tlve yote on this re
solve will not be suslaineu. (Ap
plause). 

The Sl'j<;AKEH: The <luestioll before 
the House is, Sheitl the resolve in favor 
of the Slate :School for l))ys for cun
struction of cc'ntral school building Le 
llO\\, fInally passpd and beC0111C a 1a \y. 

not\Yithstanding the ubjections of the 
Governor. A Yole yes Hustains the rc
:::;olve; ancl In,lkes the 111011('Y available; 
a vote no kills the l'Psoh:e. The CIerI\: 
will call tlle rol1. 

(I luring the call of the roll, :\Ir. 
Davis o[ F"r('('port asked that unani-
1110U.s consent be given that he be ex
cused frOll} voting, HIHl ununill10us 
con:-H.'nt was gIven and he \\'as excused 
froll1 voting). 

YBA-Audibel:t, Austin, I;arney, 
1 ~<-u·t lett, Bar\,'isl'., 1 ~('an, Dl'1liveau, 
J~enll(ltt. Blanchard, noothby, L;ragcloll, 
P(,l'll:-Ull; Brag(1011. Franklin; 11re\V8-
tel', Orland; ~-~l'own. DuzzelJ, Carr',)ll, 
Carney, Cllalnlprs, Chamberlain, Chand
h-'I', ChaHC', C11erry, \._;0['d\\"e11, Colt', 
(~ollant, ("l'afts, Cralll, Cl'oxfonl, 
l)aigle, I)ain. l)odg'C', 1h.1\Vning, l)O\VllS. 
Uo~'lp, Dunning, Eastnl&n, E11nor0. 
Elnel'Y, Farns\vorth, Finnell, Ij~ol'1J('s. 
Gag-n(', Uartlil1('I', G0rrish, Gipson, 
CrallvillC', Hanl111ond, Harrilnan, 
Hayes. Heal. Hinckle:" Ho(Igkins, Hol
ley, Hougllton, Huntl.)n, HUHSl'~', Jor
dan, Kerswell. Kimball, Landel·s, Lar
l'abpe, Leighton, Lo\ve, LuquE'S. l\laher, 
:\,Iain. Masse, MeGlauflill, 1\1c11heron, 
.:\Ioody, ~iurchiC', IVlurray, IHYl'ick, ~a
(leau, Newcomb, Scarboro; X'::\veomb~ 
Ne"Tburg; NickerRun. O'Connell, Oram~ 
O,ven, PatterRon, Peahody, Peaslee;, 
Pennell, Perkins, Phillips, Orrington; 
P1ummf"r, P1:Jore, Ricker, Roberts, 
\Tinalhaven; HolH'rts, T..(Vlnan; Rogers, 
Rockland; Savage. Sawyer, Small, 
Smith, ,Vaterboro: Smith, Skowhegan; 
Snipe, Spear, Linlestone; Spear, Rock
Dort; Story, Teague, Ti1den, Thoma:;:;, 
Chesterville; Thomas, South POl'Uand; 
Towne, Trefethen, Varney, "'indham; 
Viles, \Yarren, \,'ashhurn, '>Yentherbee, 
\Y('eks, Dresden; ,Veeks, Fairfield; 
\Yentworth. \\"ight, ,Villiams, \Yilson, 
lYing, ,Vinter, ,Yitham, ,Vood, \Vood
ruff.-Total, 123. 

ABSENT-Adams, Atherton. Baker, 
Belmore, Bragdon, ,Vestbrook; Brew
ster, Portland; Burns, Case. Chad
bourne. Clarke. Crabtree, Fagan. Mason, 
Maxwell. Morneau, Phillips, Hal' Har
blJr; Porter. Reed, Rogers, Jonesport; 
Rounds, Smith, LudllJw; Twombly, 
Varney, Jonesboro; '>Vadsworth, Wil-
lard, Wiseman.-Total, 26. . 

The SPEAKER: One hundred and 
twenty-three haYing YO ted and all in 
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the affirmative, the resolve has re
ceived a final passage. (Applause.) 

On motion by Mr. Murchie of Calais, 
House Document Ko. 454, An Act to 
provide for a full time State High
way Commission, was taken from the 
table. 

The SPEAKER: The pending ques
tion is the adoption of House Amend
ment "C", and that amendment adds 
Section 4, "This act takes effect Jan
uary 1, 1922." 

Mr. ML:RCHIE: :VIr. Speaker, it 
scems to me it would be an un
fortunate thing to start a new High
way Commission in the middle of 
July because, it seems to me, that 
with a commission going out on that 
day and another commission coming
in on that day that no highway work 
would be accomplisbed during the. 
year. T have talked with the pro
ponents of the measUl'e and they be
lie\'e that the advantage 'of having 
the new commission come in three or 
four months before the snow flies 
would more than offset the disad
vantages of which I speak. 1 move 
the adoption of this amendment for 
the reason that I believe that thc 
disrupting of highway work will 
more than offset any advantage from 
such three months of sen·ice. 

Mr. GHANVILLE of Pal'sonsfiE'ld: 
1\1r. Speaker and ge.ntlemen of the 
House. I will say that I agree with 
part of what the gentleman from 
Calais, Mr. Murchie, bas said, but the 
committee still thinks that the com
mission should take office in the 
natural course of events in 90 days 
from the passage of this ad. Twas 
pleased to see the emergency pro
vision removed, because J thought 
the Governor and council should 
have a proper amount of time to 
consider the appointees, whoever 
they intended to appoint, and I also 
think the highway commission should 
have time to review the work during 
the summer and get acquainted 
with it, and make plans for the next 
year. In the work of the commis
sion, it does not seem to me that 
there is any starting or leaving-ort 
place during the year. This is a 

man-sized job, and I have heard 
some that did not agree with that, 
and claimed that there would be 
portions of the year when they would 
be unemployed, and that perhaps the 
passage of this act would help sorre
body. I have taken off a few figul'tC·, 
to show you something of what th,) 
highway commission will have to ex
pend in the next two years. You 
provided for a bond issue of $2,300,000 
for State roads, $700,000 for bridges, 
$2,500,000 for State aid. The towns 
will meet the State with another 
$2,000,000, according to past experi
ence and ratio. There is due from 
the United States government in ex
('ess of $1,800,000. There is a balance 
of unexpended bonds already bsued 
of $500,000, also $200,000 of bridge 
bonds. To match the $2,300,000 of 
bonds f'xperience will show that we 
will get from the government $1,-
500,000, and that makes a total of 
$11,600,000 for the construction of 
roads that will be available for the 
next two years, or an average of 
$5,800,000 a year. Besides that we 
have provided for a tax for mainte
nance of $626,000. Registrations for 
the next two years will average 
$],000,000 a year. There will be due 
from the towns for their portion of 
maintenance about $400,000, making to 
be expended by your highway com
mission each year $7,836,000. Now, 
that looks to m(, like a man-sized job. 

Kow, gentlemen, that is not all go
ing to be expended in one place. That 
is as much or more than all the other 
expenses of all your departments in 
this State, and that is not going to 
be expended in on(' place, but it is 
going to be expended throughout the 
State, in every town in the State, and 
I think the bill as it left this House 
on its way to be engrossed, conformed 
to the ideas of your .ioint committee 
as near as it could be made and I 
hope the amendment will be rejected. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, I feel that this is 
the proper time to say a word in con
nection with this matter. It is evi
dent that there are few members in 
this House and more who are are not 
members of the House who are de-
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termined, if possible, to kill the State 
Highway bill, If they cannot do it, 
they want to put off the evil day as 
long as possible. All kinds of rumors 
are going about the corridors, ac
tivity is on every hand, and I, as a 
member of this House, want to pro
test against the great activity on be
half of the present State Highway 
department-and I am not speaking 
of the State Highway commissioners, 
but I specifically want to protest
and he is in this room now so that 
he can hear it, the highest salaried 
man in the State of Maine, the chief 
engineer of the State Highway de
partm",nt, getting a thousand dollars 
a year more than thc Governor him
self, instead of attending to his duties 
undel' the statute, spending his time 
as he has today and as he has been 
most of the winter, lobbying against 
these matters, together with other 
engineers and other officials connected 
with that depat-tment. I do not think 
that we al'e paying them for that busi
ness, and I want to seriously protest 
against these men devoting their time 
and pffort and sending out their 
propaganda instead of attending to 
their husiness. 

Another rumor that is going about, 
and they are trying to make a handle 
of it, that it is the intention of the" 
present Go\'ernor to appoint a former 
governor as chairman of this com
mission if it becomes a law. ::'IIost 
absurd and most ridiculous, and I 
am in a pOSition so that I know that 
the gentleman, who was a former 
governor of this State and who was 
referl'eu to, would not accept any 
appointment or any political office; 
he has enough to do every day and 
he is contented with it. Now, it 
seems to me it is time the House 
understood these things and realized 
what they were up against, and I 
think if I know the temper of this 
House, they are not going to be 
fooled by these things or influenced 
by these men. 

One more thing I wish to state. 
A telegram was received here this 
morning from one of the largest 
truck manufacturers in Boston urg
in2' that this bill be killed because 

trucks of any size and any weight 
will not be permitted, under the pro
~'isions of this bill, to ruin our high
ways and smash through our 
bridges, and we are up against the 
truck lobby as well as the present 
highway lobby. Now, gentlemen, we 
have enougll amendments on this 
bill. The committee has considered 
this matter seriously, and it should 
take effect whenever in the course 
of time, under the constitution and 
under the statutes of this State, it 
shall take e11ect, and I hope that 
this amendment and future amend
ments will not prevail. 

Mr. VILES of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, I rather resent what the 
gentleman from Soutll Portland Mr. 
Hinckley, has said in regard t~ the 
lobby because I happen to be a per
sonal friend of the g'entleman men
tioned, and I think perhaps he would 
ment.ion it to me if he would to any
one in this House. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, these remarks having been 
called fort.h. by reason of an amend
ment introduced by me, I think per
baps it would be proper for me to 
state that at no time during this 
past winter has any member of the 
Highway Department, Commission 
Chief Engineer or other emplOye~ 
asked me to vote against this bill 
or in any way mentioned the bill 
to me. I think it might also be 
proper to state that, so far as the 
truck lobby is concerned, the only 
thing the truck lobby could be in
terested in would be opposition to 
the motor vehicle law, and that, if 
I am not mistaken, was passed by 
this House this morning to be en
acted and will not come into this 
House again. (Applause). 

Mr. SMI'l'H of Skowhegan: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to join with the gen
tleman from Augusta in resenting 
the remarks of the previous speaker 
relative to the lobbying by Mr. Sar
gent. As a member of the commit
tee of ways and bridges, it has been 
my pleasure and privilege to come 
in contact with him many times, and 
not once have I observed any indi
cation on his part to do any lobby
ing; and I do not believe that a 
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member of this Legislature can be 
produced who will stand by the 
statement as uttered by the gentle
man from South Portland. 

Mr. McILHEHON of Lcwiston: 
Mr. Speaker, I reg-ret very much 
that any retiection should be cast 
upon the gentleman. I had the 
pleasure of being introduced to him 
once at the beginning of this ses
sion, and I have heard both Re
publican and Democratic citizens of 
thiH State who are heavy taxpayers 
say that if :Maine should lose such 
a man as Mr. Sargent, it would lose 
a valuable man, and that thcre are 
other states that would be glad to 
get his services. I think that the 
f:tate of Maine is fortunate in hav
ing such a Jnan. I have neyer met 
with llim to tall.;: with him five min
utes in my life, but I ha\~e heard 
people not interested in the mattcr 
politically hut interested in the effi
ciency of State officials give him a 
very high recommendation. I thinl.;: 
it is ~ln inJusticc to cast any reflec
tions in tll<,t way on the gentleman. 
(Applause). 

1\11'. GEHIUSH of Lisbon: Mr. 
Speaker. as a member of the ways 
Hnd bridges committee. I wish to say 
that tile sentiments of the gentleman 
from Skowheg'an (Mr. Smith) are 
my own sentiments. 

1\11'. C_lcltHOLL of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to say a word 
to the members of this Legislature~ 
I belie\'c that we should be very 
careful at this time about passing 
this bill. I would rather see things 
remain as they are than appoint a 
Dew commission or have one ap
pointed to gratify a personal spite. 
(Applause ), 

Mr, HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, if there is any 
question of personal spite, it is not 
on tile part of the gentleman from 
South Portland. My feelings have 
always heen the most friendly and 
the most kindly toward the Chief 
Engineer and they are today; but 
:ny interests and my duty to the 
State of Maine rises higher than any 
personal feeling or gratification, and 
that is my position today. No man 

has higher respect for the integrity 
and the ability of the Chief Highway 
Commissioner than I; but I say to 
you that every member of this 
House knows that from January to 
the present time, the daily newspa
pers of our State from one end to 
the other have heen filled with pro
paganda,. letters and interviews, 
most of which emanated from the 
State Highway Department. 

Mr. 'VIKTER of Auburn: :\1r, 
SpeakeT, talking about the square 
deal, I will simply say that when
eyer I ha\'e approached Mr, Sargent 
for information I have found him 
yery courteous. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the HOllse is the adoption of 
House Amendment C. 

Mr. ROUl\iIlS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to say that we 
have spent a good deal of money 
teaching these men how to build 
roads, and therefore I would like to 
see them continue because I do not 
want to have to school anotber set 
of men to build roads properly. I 
think they have got now so they can 
build roads. 

The 8PEAI(EH: House amend
IllC'nt C to the bill about Highway 
Commission read as follows: 

"This act shall tal.;:e effect .Ta.n. 
uary 1, 1!l22." 

All in favor of adoption of House 
8.mendment C will say aye, contrary 
minded, no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted by 
the Chair, 

A decision was had, 
:B~orty-eight voting in the affirma

tive and 32 in the negative, the 
amendment was adopted. 

Thereupon the bill having had its 
three seyeral readings was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
amendments Band C. 

Mr. HUNTON of Oakland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the indefinite post
ponement of the bill, and I would 
like to address the House. 

The SPEAKER: You may do so. 

Mr. HUNTON: Gentlemen of the 
House: I regret that I am compelled 
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in the twilight of the closing hours 
of the session of the Eightieth Leg
islature to be obliged to register my 
protest with such emphasis as I may 
be able to command against this 
monstrosity of legislation containcd 
in House Document 455. I am glad 
that the proponents of this measure 
are in retreat. This measure as first 
drawn provided no referendum but 
in the fiush of victory they came 
forth with boldness and showed 
their hands, presented an amend
ment for an emergency to be placed 
upon this bill to displace the present 
highway commission. I presume 
fearing their ability to carry that 
measure with the emergency, they 
withdrew their amendment. For 
eight years this State of Maine of 
ours and its roads have been under 
the management of the Highway 
Commission. At the commencement 
of that period the great expanse of 
territory extended froIn Eastport on 
the east to Kittery on the west, and 
from Fort Kent to the Sea was with
out surveyor chart. There was no 
organization for the control of these 
roads. There then de>1eloped an 
organization that I believe is a 
credit to any state in this Union. 
With this great undertaking, with 
the building of roads and experi
ment and in its infancy, no man 
could tell at that time what the de
mands would be. On that commis
sion is a single man who has served 
for the entire eight years, yes two. 
A third man has served for a less 
period. Can we profit by the ex·· 
perience of those servants? Let us 
examine for a few minutes the ac
complishments of this Commission, 
and what they have learned by 
their experience. It appears from 
the records presented to us by this 
committee on highway, that they 
formulated a plan by which fourteen 
hundred miles of trunk line were 
constructed at State expense. These 
were to be the arteries by which 
communication could be established 
from one end of this State to the 
other. They established connecting 
lines as feeders through a system or 
state aid road comprising three 
thousand miles in length. What 

have they accomplished? Their ac
complishments have been belittled 
from time to time by paid advertise
ments in the State of Maine, com
mencing with the assembling of this 
Legislature in January and contin
uing constantly during the session, 
for the purpose of prejudicing the 
minds of the public and bringing an 
influence to bear upon the members 
of this Legislature to discredit that 
commission. Among the prominent 
advertisements displayed on the 
front pages of our 'public press was 
a statement that our highways were 
costing fifty thousand dollars per 
mile to construct. Gentlemen, I ap
peal to you whether that was an 
honest, true, fair statement to be 
put before the people of the State of 
Maine and for the members of this 
Legislature to consider, for I believe 
that eyery member of this highway 
committee knows that there is not a 
single mile of the road in the State 
of Maine that has cost $50,000 to 
construct. I ask in fairness that this 
Commission be treated with the con
sideration which it merits at your' 
hands. 

Following along with the splendid 
organization that has been estab
lished by the State Highway Depart
ment under the direction of the 
Highway commissioners and that 
splendid official, capable and well 
reputed to the length and breadth of 
the United States as one of the 
most capable highway engineers in 
the countrY,-Paul Sargent,-I am 
proud of the fact that the State of 
Maine was able to secure the ser
vices of so capable a man, and it is 
with pride that I learned that his 
services have been sought in other 
states in this Union; and if the op
ponents of this measure succeed in 
enacting this vicious bill into a law, 
he will find employment elsewhere. 
I have no doubt that is aimed not 
only at the present highway com
mission, but indirectly to free the 
State of Maine from the services of 
Paul Sargent. 

As to the present commission, 
gentlemen, I think that every mem
ber 01 this House has come in con
tact with the personnel of that com· 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 8, 1921 1359 

mission. It. was selected for the ca
pacity or the men which make it up. 
They are men of integrity and high 
standing in the communities in 
which they reside. They are men 
who command respect not only of 
the laboring man, the common peo
ple, and the financeer as well, but 
because of their success in their re
specti \'E' business engagements. I 
have listeneu for sorne criticism of 
these gentlemen who comprise this 
eornmission. At the aSEembling of 
this J ,egislature in January, there 
was a Hood of protest against this 
commission becalise it was reported 
that U1eY had constructed a three 
hundred thousand dollar garage to 
the north of the State House. That 
protest is now silenced. You hear 
no more about it. and one of the 
propo:1ents of this measure told me 
that they j'plt that the construction 
of that rrara<;e was justified, and had 
not that commission built it thus 
protecting the property that the 
commission had secured from the 
Federal Government. there would 
llave been even lnore protest against 
them. ThL' perio,l of the World's 
,Val' with its increased pricps and 
demand for labor in orde-r to sus
tain our arm IPS acroSs the ,vater. 
placed burdens upon the Highway 
Commission or thp state of Maine 
t],at were morp than thosc placed 
upon Ol'dinan' industry. Thosc of 
you in husinpss will recall how la
hoI' has jnmpod by lpaps and hounds. 
until it has more than doubled in 
price. 

:!\faterial has more than doubled 
in price. freight rates havc grown 
likewise, and did you pxpect the 
Stato Highway Commission to con
struct your roads and kepp them in 
repair on the same basis of cost that 
they did in pre-war times? I know 
you did not. and I wish to call your 
attention to the one particular 
wherein thp cost of the construction 
of thp roads by the Highway Com
mission has increased out of pro
portion with the cost of construc
tion in othor hranches of building. 
What is the cause of this animus 
that is so (!eYf~loped against this 
~ommission? I haye been unable to 

ascertain it. I ha\'e tried with a firm 
determination to iind out where it 
rested. and what it was. If this 
commission is inettieitmt, if it is not 
discharging its duties with capacity 
and emciency, why not prefer 
charges against it and let it answer 
them and gh'e it a fair trial. and, 
it the charges are well fOllltded. re
move the conllnissioners '? Gentle
men, do yoU propose by the enact
ment of that yicious law to discredit 
these well-knov{n business men and 
let it go out to our constituency' and 
to the world that the Highway Com
mission of the State of Maine has 
been disC'l'pdited and removed from 
office by the act of the Legislature 
of the State of Maine? In fairness 
to tllem I protest against such ac
tion. 

As to the character of roads Which 
this Commission has constructed, as 
I said in the opening the work was 
experimental. ,Ve expected mistakes 
and we expected that they would 
profit by their mistakes; and, gen
tlemen, highway construction has 
not yet emerged from the experi
mental stage. Neither will it for 
years to corne nor is there such a 
thing as a permanent highway. Can 
we anticipate what the traffic re
'luirements will be in the future? 
And where will yOU find the men to 
appoint upon this commission? I 
know not where they are. I do not 
know the proponents of this mpas
nre know where they are. 

Now, gentlemen, when this law 
does take effect. what will be the 
effect upon the highways of the State 
of Maine? This law provides for 
the appointment of a new commis
sion and that appointment cannot 
he made until the law is in effect 
and then it requires seYen days aft
er the nomination is made by the 
Governor for them to be confirmed 
by the Con!1cil; and where is your 
Highway administration during 
those seven day's? The Chief en
ginper and eyery clerk in this de
partment is remoyed by that act. 
and there will be no law whatever 
governing your highway during that 
period of seven days. Do you want 
that condition to exist? I said the 
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jaw was a monstrosity as drawn. It 
is; it is vicious in its conception and 
it is unjust to the commission for 
I believe that the excellent gentle
men who compose it are worthy of 
fairer and better treatment than the 
proponents of this measure are will
ing to accor!i them. 

. Of ihis system of trunk lines of 
roads, we llnd that this commission 
that is proposed to be removed from 
office has succeeded in constructing 
out of fourteen hundred miles, 744 
miles, and at what cost? Is it $50,-
000 per mile, gentlemen? No, it 
averages $10,541.79 per mile, there
by refuting the advertisements that 
have been spread broadcast over the 
State of Maine in order to poison 
the minds of the public against this 
commission. Of the 8,000 miles of 
first aid roads, this commission has 
built 1,411 mile~, completed them, 
gentlemen, and at an average cost 
of *7,;\52 per mile. It may be said 
thai SOHle of these roads have not 
endured and ~toocl up under the 
trallie. I admit it, and no commis
sion could have constructed roads 
that would be enduring. but I be
lieve. gentlemen, if you allow that 
m(>asllre to bc'come a law that the 
memory of this Legislature will 
sink Into oblivion with passing years 
the same as did the governments of 
Babylon, Greece and Rome. and 
that the roads that ti1is Commission 
have estahlished and constructed for 
th(> State of Maine will remain and 
endure as monuments to the mem
orv of that commission as does the 
Appian 'Nay to the Romans. I trust, 
gentlemen, that by your yates you 
,vill domn this m(>asure to an in
definite postponement. 

Mr. WING of A nburn: Mr. Speake)', 
I certainly hope that in this closing 
hour of the Legislature this House 
will not lose itp poise and sense of 
proportion. VV'e are here to leg'islate. 
There has already been read into the 
Record as to the business accom
plishments of this commission by the 
distinguished gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Dodge, in the early part of 
the session. Now, gentlemen, if there 
is one measure that the people are 
interested in from the part of the 

State from whence I come it is that 
with reference to a full-time highway 
commission. I do not blame the 
gentleman from Oakland (Hr. Hun
ton) from rushing into an eloquent 
defense of his fellow townsman, that 
is natural, and it is a little by the 
question. He has asked for criticism 
of the present highway commission, 
and I am speaking of the highway 
commission, not its chief engineer. 
A goodly number of gentlemen from 
Androscoggin county last summer 
journeyed to this State House to at
tend a hearing appointed by th~~ 

highway commission on a matter in 
which they were interested. They 
came here to be heard by this com
mission in this State House and they 
came in laq;e numb('rs. After they 
had arrived and theil' business was 
placed before the commisSion, the 
commission immediately told those 
gentlemen from Androscoggin county 
that they could return home, that the 
matter was alrc'ady decided, and they 
declined to heal' them. Now these 
responsible men, taxpayers of An
dl"oseogg-in county, resented and do 
r(,8ent any such treatment by a public 
commission in the capitol of the 
State. Now that is the criticism of 
this commission that I offer for the 
consideration of this House, and is it 
fair criticism? Is there anything 
ulll'oasonable in aHking a commission 
that they be heard on a matter that 
interests them, and is an affront to 
them-these gcntlomel1- to be told 
that tho matter is already decided 
and that they .:;an return to their re
spedi\"e homes. Xow, gentlemen, do 
not let us be carried away; let us 
regain our poise and in our calm 
judgment I certainly hope that the 
motion of the gentleman from Oak
land (Mr. Hunton) will not prevail. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of ParsonSfield: 
Mr. Speaker, I just want to briefly 
state that I think the argument and 
discourse of the last three-quader8 
of an hour perhaps has been well be
side the question. There is nothing 
personal so far as I am concerned 
in this matter. This is not a bill to 
abolish or do away with anyone's 
office or position. As I say there is. 
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nothing personal about it. Everyone 
in that department, including the 
chief cngineer, have been very cour
teous and plcasant; but I am induced 
to take the position I do by 
reaSOn of this fact. When this com
mission was organized and its dutie~ 
were laid down, when wc first began 
our road progTam, it' was not so 
cnmpliC'at('(l a business as it is 
now. The business has developed 
and we ha\'e had increased amounts 
cach year to be expended. The mile
agc of road has been increasing, and 
it seems to me we have alTived at 
a point where we should require 
of some commission its full attention 
alHI time. ('('rtainly when a depart
m(,llt is exp(,lHling one-half of all the 
flHllW,'S l'xpc'llc1ed by the State, when 
we have so many other departments 
and institutiuns fOl' nlOl1l'Y to go to, 
it scems to mp that it would be 
Cl'on0111Y to have a full-time com
rnissjnn. The percentage of saving 
on the amount of money that they 
handle would indeE'd bc very small 
ha \'ing refel'ence to the ad'litional 
nf'cessary expenditure,s in the way 
of salaries, 

The SPEAKER: The qUestion is 
on the motion of the gentleman from 
Oakland (:VII'. Hunton) that this mat
ter 110 indefinitply postponed. All in 
fa\'01' will say aye, contrary minded, 
no. 

1\h. 111:="TOX: Ml'. Speaker--
A viva voce vote being taken th8 

motion 10 indefinitely postpone was 
lost. 

1'vI1', H1T~TON: ::\11'. Spf'aker, I was 
about to call for the yeas and nays, 

The SPEAK}jR: Fortunatdy I did 
not hear. 

Mr, R-\ RvVISE of nangor: Mr. 
Spl'akel', I rise to ask if we voted on 
the main question? vVe vot('d on the 
indefinite postponement, we have not 
passed on the bill. 

Thf' SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that we did vote that the bill 
be passed to be engrossed, and the 
reC'o1'd so shows. 

Report of committee on conference 
on bill An Act granting charter to 

the People's Ferry Company, report
ing that the committee recommends 
the passage of said act in new draft, 
said new draft striking out all of 
Section one of said bill. 

The report was accepted. 
The SPEAKER: The measure will 

lie upon the table. 

Ml'. ::\IURRAY of POl·t1and: Mr. 
Speaker, I ha\'e a bill that I would 
like to introduce under suspension of 
the rules, [wing- an act to amend 
Sertion :l:l of Chapter :l7 of the Re
\'ist',1 Statutes, relative to the sal" 
and disposal o[ milk bottles, cans, 
capB, etc. 

Tlw SPEAKER: Is it thc pleasure 
of th,' Ilou;;" that lhe rules he su~
I)(\lHle([ allc] this bill be l'('cdved? 

1\11', :In-HH,\),: I ,nIl say, Mr. 
Speakef', thal I ha\'c a further motion 
a[ter the rules are suspended, which 
will dispos,', of this satisfactorily, I 
be lie\'e. 

Th,'l'eupon the Chait' announced 
that the vote of the House was to 
susjwnd thc l'ules. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais ::1111'. 
Speaker, I should have to doubt the 
vote, unless I knew what the motion 
was to be. 

The SPEAKER: It is either go
ing to be indetlnite postponement or 
reference to the next Legislature. 

Mr. MURCHIE: I will say, Mr. 
Speaker, that if it is indefinite post
ponement I shall not doubt the rul
ing of the Chair; otherwise I shall. 

Thu ruling of the Chair being 
doubted, a yi\'a voce vote was taken, 
and the motion to suspend' the rulel' 
and introduce the bill failed of 
passage. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair takes 
from the table, the People's I,'erry 
committce of conference report, rec
ommending introduction of the bill 
in new draft, and the new draft 
strikes out section one. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, the rules were suspended, and 
the bill received its three several 
readings and was passed to be en
grossed. 
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Mr. Granville from the committee 
of ways and bridges reports "ought 
to pass" on bill An Act to confer 
upon the State Highway Commission 
and municipal officers the power of 
road commissioners in the removal 
of obstructions from highways. 

Report was accepted, and on mo
tion by Mr. Roberts of Lyman, the 
rules were suspended and the bill 
received its three several readings 
and was pas£ed to be engrossed. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amend Sections 4 and 

6 of Chapter 2U2 or the Public Laws 
01' IH17, relating to fees of city 
clerks. 

An Act to grant a new charter to 
the·city or Portland. 

An Act to fix the salaries of jus
tices of the Superior Courts, amend
ing Section 5 of Chapte" 117 of the 
Revised Statutes, :section 9 of Chap
ter 260 or the Public Laws of 1917, 
and Section !> of Chapter 10 of the 
Public Laws of 1D1!>. 

An Act to amend Chapter two, 
Section 57 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to bond of State Treasurer. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve appropriating money to 

'aid in the screening of certain lakes 
and ponds. 

Resolve in favor of E. W. Peaslee, 
fiecretary of State Prison Commit
tee, [or expenses incurred in con
nection with visit of said committee 
to Thomaston on F'ebruary 14, 1921. 

Hesol"e in favor of Anne M. Clan-
cy. 

(Emergency Measures) 

An Act to divide the town of 
South Thomaston. 

Mr. DO\VNS of Rome: Mr. Speak
er. I of tel' House amendment A and 
move its adoption. 

The SPBAKER: The gentleman 
from Rome, Mr. Downs, moves that 
the rules be suspended and that the 
action of this House heretofore tak
en, whereby this bill was passed to 
be engrossed be reconsidered. All 
those in favor will say aye, contrary 
minded, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to amend the act failed of 
passage. 

The SPEAKEH: This being an 
enlergency measure, under the Con
stitution of the State, requires the 
affirmative vote of two-thirds the 
entire membership of this House. 
All those in favor of the passage of 
this bill to be enacted will rise and 
stand until counted, and the mon
itors will return the count. 

A division being had, and only 74 
voting, the measure failed of enact
ment. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 57, Public Laws of 1921, en
titled An Act to provide funds for 
operating the fish hatcheries and 
feed stations for fish. 

The SPEAKER: This being an 
emergency measure. under the Con
stitution of the State, requires the 
affirmative vote of two-thirds the en
tire mem bership of this House. All 
those in fayor of tlle passage of 
this bill to he ellacted will rise and 
stand until COUlltPll, and the mon
itors will rdul'I) the count. 

A division being had, 115 having 
yoted and ail in the atlirmative, the 
bill W'lS passed to be enacted. 

Resolve in fa\'ol' of the \Vestern 
l\Iaine RRnatoriulll. 

'1'he SI'EAKEH: ,],his being an 
enlergeney mc'asure. under the Con
stitution of the State, requires the 
affirmatiH' vote of two-thirds the en
tire memhership of this House. All 
those in favor of the final passage 
of this resolve will rise and stand 
until counted. and the monitors will 
return the count. 

A division being had. 117 having 
voted and all in the atlirmative the 
resolve was finally passed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair takes 
from the table, bill An Aet to in
crease salaries of certain county of
ficers and amount of nloney allowed 
for clerk hire in certain county of
fices. The last action on the part 
of the House was passing the bill to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
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amendments A and B and House 
arnendment A. 

On motion by ~lr. Oram of Bris
tol, the rules were suspended, and 
the vote of this House whereby th,S 
bill was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate amendments A 
and B was reconsidered. The same 
gentleman then mo\'ed the adoption 
of House amendment B as follows: 

Amend Senate Document :no by 
inserting atter the word "them" in 
line nunlber live on page five, the 
words "and the SUIn provided for the 
clerk in Lincoln county shall be in 
full for all such serdces, and also 
in full for services as clerk of Lin
coln Municipal Court." 

A viva voce vote Oil the adoption 
of House arnendUlellt B being doubt
ed lJY Mr. Carney of :L\ewcastle, 

A division was had, 

Fifty-one voting in favor of adopt
ing al~d so few rising in opposition 
that they were not counted, amend
Inent B was adopted. 

Mr. Oram of Bristol offered House 
amendment C as follows: 

Anwnrl Senate llocumellt No. :no 
as an,en<led by Senate Amendment 
D by stril(ing out the words "twel\'e 
hundred dollars" at the end of the 
first paragraph of said amendment, 
and inserting in place thereof the 
words "one thousand dollars." 

A vi\'a voce vote being taken, the 
amendment was declared rejected. 

The ruling of the' Chair being 
doubV,d 1),' ~rr. Oram ot" 11ristol, 

A division was had, :'.:2 voting in 
the affirmative alld 4;; in tile nega
tive, the amendment was rejected. 

Thcrcupon the bill as amended by 
Senate "\mcndments A and 11 and 
Housc Amendments A and B was 
passed to be engrossed. 

From the Senate: An Act to con
solidate the libralT laws, Senate 
Document 1\0. 183. 

This bill was passed to be en
grossed in the House April 2nd and 
passed to be enacted in the House 
April 5th. 

It now comes from the Senate, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 

by Senate Amendment "A," in non. 
concurrence. 

On motion by lVIr. WOOdruff of 
brunswick, under a suspension of 
the rules, the votes were reconsid
ered v,hereby this bill was passed to 
ue enacted and whereby it was 
passed to be cngrostled. 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and on further motion by 
:\lr. Woodru1£. the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A." 

l"rom the Senate: Hesolve to re. 
imburse the town of Prentiss for 
sheep and poultry killed by dogs and 
wild animals in 1!l1!l. 

In the House this resolve was 
passed to be engrossed on April 5th 
and finally passed on April 7th. 

It now comes from the Senate, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A," in non
concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of 1\orth 
Anson, under a suspension of the 
rules, the votes were reconsidered 
whereuy this 1"(,sol"e was finally 
passed '.trul ~wl!ereby it was passed 
to be engrossed, 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopt('d. and on further motion by 
Mr. Hol\ey. the resolve was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A." 

On motion by Mr. Spear of Hock
port, the \'ote was reconsidered 
whercby bill, An Act to divide the 
town of South Thomaston was re
fused its passage to be enacted. 

Mr. Spear then mo\~ed that the bill 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Spealcer, I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Peril am. ~'fr. Bragdon, will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. BHAGDON: I would like to 
inquire, Mr. Speaker, if the gentle
man from Hockport, Mr. Spear, vot· 
ed with the prevailing side? 

The SPEAKEH: The Chair has 
no information, 
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Mr. SNIPE of Bath: Mr. Speak
er, I voted on the prevailing side, 
and I will now move that the vote 
be reconsidereu whereby this bill 
failed to be passed to be enacted. 

The nlotion ,vas agreed to. 
Mr. Spear then moved that the 

bill be tabled until 5.15 o'clock this 
aftern'Jon. 

The motion was agreed to. 

From the Senate: Resolve mak
ing an appropriation for the Passa
maquouuy Tribe of Indians for half 
year from January 1, 1D~l, to June 
i;O, 1!l21. and 1'01' the years from 
July I, 1D21, to June 30, 1D~3. 

This resolve was passed to be en
grosseu ill the House on April 4th 
and was finally passed in the House 
on April 7th. 

It now comes from the Senate, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Leighton of 
Dennysville, the votes were recon
si<1el'ed whereby this I'esolve was 
finally paRRed, and whereby it was 
passed to be engrossed. 

Senate amendment A was adopted, 
and on fut'ther motion by ]\[1'. Leigh
ton, under a suspension of the I'ules, 
the resolve \"as passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate 
amendment A. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state the parliamentary situation with 
reference to bill, An Act. to divide the 
town of South Thomaston. This bill 
is not an emergency measure. It is 
in an emergency jacket and was an

,nounced as an emerg'ency measure 
by error. Constitutional provIsIOns 
making it an emergency measure do 
not appear in' the bill, and from the 
form in which it appears here as an 
engrossed bill, it could not by any 
means be construed to be an emer
gency measure. The only suggestion, 
other than the conditions applying 
to an ordinary act, is Section 7 whid, 
Says, "This act shall take effect when 
approved." It is not an emergency 
measure, and the gentleman from 
Rockport (Mr. Spear) is entirely 

within his rights and now moves 
that the bill be passed to be enacted. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
bill was passed to be enacted. 

From the Senate: An Act providing 
for increase in the amount of tuition 
to be paid by towns for secondary 
school pupils and in the amount of 
State aid for same. 

This bill comes from the Senate in
definitely postponed in that branch. 

::\11', Bragdon of Perham moved that 
the House concur with the Senate in 
the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

::\[1'. BARWISE of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, that bill was very carefully 
considpred by our committee, and I 
think it is entirely meritorious, and 
I hope the motion will not prevail, 
and I trust that this House will call 
for a committee of conference. 

::\11' HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr 
Speaker, one argument that may be 
used in an effort to inliefinitely post
pone this bill will be that it increases 
the appropriation beyond that recom
mended by the budget committee, 
and it does this slightly for the first 
period, but we have enacted into laV: 
a eel'tain mill tax or proportional 
Pflrt of a mill tax which will take 
eare of this matteI' in future, 
after the first period; and it strikes 
me that this Legislature might very 
well hesitate before voting to indefi
nitely postpone a measure such as 
this that means so mueh to the chil
dren in the countl'Y districts in the 
State of Maine, and I hope that no 
such action will be taken at this time. 
(Applause.) 

::\11'. BRAGDON: Mr. Speaker, I 
have failed to understand the posi
tion taken by the gentleman from 
North Anson (MI', Holley) in regard 
to what this means to 'the people of 
the smaller towns. I represent one of 
those small towns, amI I know that 
we cannot, with a tuition at $45 a 
year as at present, maintain a high 
school, and it seems to me that there 
is more or less of a scramble among 
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the towns maintaining high schools 
to g-pt the children from our small 
towns to attend their respective in
stitutions, While this raises the 
amount of reimbursement by the 
State in some institutions to partially 
offset the extra expense to be paid 
b,' the small towns for tUition, it does 
not actually increase them, as the 
limit is set so low that in most in
stances there will be no increase, The 
greatol' part of our small towns are 
paying an amount now so that the 
limit as allowed by the State will not 
affect tllem by the reimbursement 
proposee] in this bill. 

"rl', CONX:',T of Buckfield: Mr, 
Speake I', I represent a small town 
ane] we run a high school, and I want 
to say that OUt' high sc'hool schohns 
h<1,'l' cost us $83 a year, and we 
onl,' l'c('('in' fl'om to,\'ns that have 
s('hola,'s thC'rC' $4:; a ,'pal' tuition, anel 
We' cannot SlIPPOl't our high school 
in th'l t 'way, and I cprtainly hope 
that this I)ill will not be passed, 

;\[1', LEIG lITO)'[ of DC'nnysville: 
Mr, SpC'f!k('I', I )'('pl'e,wnt just sueh 
a t 0"\'\'11 , and \VC' cannot run our high 
school on the !'rlte 'which is paid at 
pl'C'sC'nt, and I hopc the motion will 
not j)]'e,'ail. 

Thp RP1<~-,,-\I<':ER: The pending qu(>f'

tion is on the motion of the' gentle
nlflll fnnll Uang'or (l\Ir. nUl'\visc') that 
the I-Iouso inSist upon its action ane1 
ca;l fO!' a committee of confercnce'. 

A yi,'f! yoee yote being takcn, 
ThC' motion was agreed to. 

The SPK\KER: The Chair will ap
point f!S such committee of conference 
upon the part of the Housc', Messrs. 
Banvisc of Dangor, Coniwdl of West
brook and Conant of Buekfield. 

TIlt' SPRAKER: The Chair will 
present at this time the report from 
the committee on ways and bridges, 
on bill, An Act providing for the pur
chase or taking by process of law of 
toll llridgp between the State of 
Maine and the State of New Hamp
shire, extending from South Berwick 
in said State of Maine and Dover in 
said State of New Hampshire, in 
conjunction with the State of New 

Hampshire, reporting same in new 
draft, under similar title and that the 
same ought to pass. 

The report was accepted, 
On motion by Mr, Case of Lubec, 

the bill received its two several read
ings, and 011 further motioll by the 
same gentleman the rules were sus
pelllled and the bill receivcd its third 
reading and was passed to be en
grossl'el. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will at 
this time present the report of the 
committee on ways and bridges, on 
1'(-801\'(,S for repairing va do us hridges, 
n'I}()l'Ung same in new draft under 
title of "Heso1\'e for the repair and 
('onstruction of cnl'tain bridges ana 
ft'nics for the fiscal year pnc1ing 
JUllE' :10, In~2, and for t he fiscal period 
"IHling- .hmc 30, 1923," and that it 
ought to pass, 

The l'eport was accepted, 
On motion b,' .:vfr, Gl'anvillc of Par

sonsfield, the rules were suspended' 
ane] the n'soln' rC'ceived its two sev
f'ral rcuelings and was passed to be 
(,llgl'(l~SCtJ. 

Hc'port of the committee on ways 
and lH'idges on various resolves, re
)I0rtill,,' same ill llew dl'aft under 
title of, "1[,'so1\e for tile construc
tioll, ll1aintemlnc(' and repair of 
rowls. hridges alld ferriC's," and that 
it. "ought to pass," 

T11e report was accepted, 

On motion b,' 1\Tr. Dr('wster of Qr
land, the rules were suspended and 
the resolve received its two "everal 
readings and was passed to .be en
gros~ecl. 

On motion by "II'. ~'agan of Port
land, 

Tho House \'oted to take a rece~s 
until 7,aO o'clock this evenini;, 

AFTER RECESS 
7.30 P. 1\1. 

Papers from the Senate, Out of Ord'er 
] 'rom the Senate: Bill, An Ad 

to v,lllend paragraph 13 of Sedion 
51 of Chapter 82 of the Revised 
Statute", relating to holding of trial 
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terms of the Supreme Judicial Court 
for the county of Sagadahoc. This 
was passed to be enacted in the 
House on April 4, and passed to be 
engrossed in the House on March :24. 

Comes from the Senate indefinite
ly postponed in non-concurrence. 

In the House, on motion by i\lr. 
Snipe of Dath, that body voted to 
concur with the Senate in the indeti
nite postponement of the bill. 

From the Senate: An Act addi
tional to Chapter ;13 or the He\'ised 
Statutes, as amended, relating to 
the protection of white perch in 
East Pond and in North Pond of 
the Belgrade chain of lakes, so
called, in Kennebec county, and in 
SOl11er8et county. This was passed 
to be enucted in the House on April 
6. and passed to be engrossed ill 
the House on April 4. 

Comes from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate amendment A in nO:l·conCL1r
renee. 

In the l.fouse, on rootion hy IVlr. 
Crafts of Greenville, the rules were 
suspended, and thc action of that 
body whereby this bill was passed 
tc be enacted and passed to be en
grossed was reconsidered. On mo
tion by the sume gentleman Sen
ate amendment A was adopted in 
concurrence. and on further motion 
by the same gentleman, the bill as 
amended by 2enate am('ndment A 
was passed to be png-rossed in COll
currence. 

From the Senate: Report of t11e 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs on Resolve in favor 
of the Assistant Secretary of tIle 
Senate. reporting oug11t to pass. 

In the House the report was ae
eepted in eoncurrenee, and on mo
tion by ::\{r. Holley of North Anson. 
the l'll!es were suspended, and the 
resolve received its two several read
ings and was passed to be engrossed 
in concurrenee. 

From t11e Senate: Report of the 
committee on ways and bridges re
porting oug11t not to pass on bill. 

An Act to f),mend Section 1 of Chap
ter 177 of the Public Laws of 1915, 
and to repeal Section 2 of said Chap
ter, relating to removing trees, 
shrubs, bushes and weeds from the 
limits of the highway. 

In the House the report was ac
cepted in coneurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolve to ap
portion T51 representatives among 
the several counties, eities, towns, 
plantations and classes in the State 
of l\laine. 'l'his was passed to be 
engl'oRsed as amended by House 
ameltdment A in the House on April 
G. 

Comes from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
a,mendment A and Senate amend-
1nent A in non-~oncurrellee. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Buzzell of Belfast the rules were 
suspended, and the aetion of this 
Honse heretofore taken w11ereby 
this bill was passed to be engrossed 
was recollsidered. On Illotion by the 
~ame gentleman Senate amendment 
A was adopted in eoneurrence; and 
on further motion by t11e same gen
t.leman, the resolve as amended by 
Senate amend1nent A and House 
amendment A ,vas passed to be en
grossed in concurrenee. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
eommittee of con[ereuee on the dis
agreeing aeiion of the two branehes, 
011 hill An Act to authorize t11e di
vision of towns having less than four 
thousand inhabitants into convenient 
polling places. reporting a new draft 
under title of "An Aet to authorize 
the division of towns and wards of 
eities into eonvenient polling places," 
and that it ought to pass. 

In t11e House the rE'port was ac
eepted in concurrence, and on mo
tion by Mr. Cram of Portland, t11e 
rules were suspended and the bill re
ceived its two several readings. 

On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Wa
terville, t11e rules were further sus
pended and the bill was given its 
third reading and passed to be en
grosspd in coneurrence. 
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Heport of the committee of con
ference on the disagreeing action of 
the two branches on bill An Act to 
amend Section 8 of Chapter 6 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to 
ballots in Primary elections and pro
viding for the order of the names 
for ca.ndidates on said ballots to be 
determined by lot, report that thIC'Y 
have had the same under considera
tion and ask leave to report that 
they are unable to agree. 

The report was accepted and the 
committee discharged. 

Report of the con,mittee of con
ference on the disagreeing action of 
the two branches on bill An Act 
to est.:tblish game preEerves or sanc
tuaries in the State of ]\fainC'. re
porting that they are unable to 
agree. 

Heport was accepted and the com
mittee discharged. 

From the Senaie: Bill, An Act 
providing [or State maintenance of 
all high"wa), bridg'es over six hun
dred fcct ill iength. This was in
definitely postponed in the House on 
April 8th. 

Comes from the Senate that body 
insisting on its former action where
by the bill was passed to be en
grossed, and 8.,sking for a comnlit
tee of conference with the follow
ing con ferees 011 its part, Senators 
Emen" of Washington, Folsom of 
SOlnerseL and Thompson of Knox. 

In the HOllse, on motion by Mr. 
Smith of Skowhegan, it was voted to 
insist, and join the Senate in the 
committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair ap
points as conferees on t.he part of 
the House. Messrs. Case of Lubec. 
Granville of ParsonSfield, and Ger
rish of Lisbon. 

Mr. Rounds of Portland intro
duced the following order out of or
der and moved its passage: 

Ordered, that the Speaker of the 
House be presented with the Chair 
which he haB filled at the present 
session of the Legislature with so 

much credit to himself and the en
tire satisfaction of the members of 
the House. (Applause). 

The CLEHK: Gentlemen, you 
have heard the order as read. All 
those in favor of the passage of the 
order will rise and say aye; those 
opposed will pass out of the large 
door in the rear. 

The order received unanimous 
passage. 

Mr. Rounds of POrtland intro
duced the following- order out of or
der and moved its adoption: 

Ordered, that the Superintendent 
of Buildings is hereby (lirected to 
pre'pare and deliver to the Clerk of 
the HOURe the typewriter, desk and 
chair purchased for the office of the 
Clerk of t.he House. 

The order received passage. 

On motion by Mr. Patterson of In
dustry, 

The House recessed until 10 this 
l"\-ening. 

AFTER RECESS 

Pa,ssed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amend Chapter 164 of 

the Prh"ate and Special Laws of 
1!lIG, providing for the establishment 
of a Board of Recreation for the 
city of Portland. 

An Act additional to Chapters :.l19 
and 2·44 of the Public Laws of 1917, 
a.s ar:rended by Chapter 19G of the 
Public Laws oC 1919, relating to ice 
flshillg" in China Lake. including that 
portion of ~aid laJ{c known as Mud 
Pond. 

An Act to amend Section 57 of 
Chapter :m of the Revised Statutes. 
as amended by Chapter 219 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, and Chapter 
til of the Public Laws of 1919, re
lating to the protection of wild 
birds. 

An Act to apportion Representa
tives to Congress. 

Finally Passed 
Hesolve authorizing Austin W. 

Jones Company to bring a suit at 
law ag'ainst the State of Maine. 
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Hesolve in favor of Charles J. 
Dain, secretary of committee on 
School for I<'eeble-Minded. 

Resolve in favor of Richard T. 
Dunning, s£cretary to committee on 
State Sc1100l for Boys, State School 
for Girls and State Reformatories. 

Hesolve in favor of certain offi
cers of the House of Hepresentatives 
of the Seventy-ninth Legislature for 
services at the organization of the 
House of the Eightieth Legislature. 

Hesolve in favor of Arthur E. 
Forbes, secretary of the committee on 
State sanatoriums, for expenses of 
cOlnnlittee. 

Hesolve in favor of James H. Bur
gess of Bangor, Penobscot County, 
State of Maine, for civil pension. 

Hesol,e providing for the pur
chase of reports of the centennial 
celebration of the Maine State Bar 
Association. 

Resolve in favor of George A. Dow 
and Ii'rancis C. Colburn, Document 
Clerks. for extra services in prepar
ing w(eekly cumulative index to Sen
ate and House DocUlnents. 

Hesol ve for U,e pay of the chap
lains of the Senate of the Eightieth 
Legislature. 

(Emergency Measure) 
l:esolve in favor of the Gardiner

Handolph draw bridge. 
The SPEAKEH: This being an 

emergency measure, and requiring 
under the constitution the affirma
tive vote 01' two-thirds of the entire 
membership of this House on its 
tinal passage, all those who are in 
favor of the final passage of the re
solv(' will rise and stand in theil' 
places until counted. 

A division being had, one hundred 
and twenty-six voted, and all in the 
affirmative, so the resolve was final
ly passed. 

On motion by Mr. Murray of Port
land, 

Ordered, That the Governor be re
quested to return to the House, Bill 
relating to the Martin's Point bridge, 
so-called. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-

sents the bill to the House. This 
bill was passed to be enacted in the 
House on April 6th. 

On motion by Mr. Murray, under 
a suspension of the rules, the votes 
were reconsidered whereby this bill 
was passed to be enacted and where
by it was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Murray then offered House 
amendment "A," to amend by strik
ing out the whole of Section 5 and 
inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing: "Section 5. Section 2 of 
Chapter 89 of the private and spe
eial laws of 1U19 is hereby repealed." 

The amendment was adopted. 
On further motion by Mr. Mur

lay, the bill was then passed to be 
engrossed, as amended by House 
amendment "A." 

On motion by Jnr. Holley of North 
Anson, it was 

Ordered. That Resolve authorizing 
the payment of certain deficiencies 
be recalled from the Governor. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
presents the bill to the House. 

On further motion by Mr. Holley, 
under a suspension of the rules, the 
votes were reconsidered whereby 
this resolve was finally passed and 
whereby it was passed to be en
grossed. 

Mr. Holley then offered House 
amendment "A," to amend by add
ing at the end thereof the follow
ing: "In view of the emergency 
cited in the within preamble, this 
resolve shall take effect when ap
proved." 

The amendment was adopted. 

On further motion by Mr. HOlley, 
the resolve was passed to be en
grossed as amended by House 
Rruelldment HA." 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson, it was 

Ordered, That Resolve in favor of 
the Augusta State Hospital for main
tenance during the years 1921, 1922 
and H)23 be recalled from the Gov
ernor. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents the resolve. 

On motion by :\11'. Holley, unde~ 
a suspension of the rules. the yotes 
were reconsidered whereby this re
solve was finally passed and where
by it was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Holley offered House amend
ment "A," to amend said resolve by 
striking out the last paragraph on 
the third page beginning with the 
word "provided" and en(ling with 
the 'words "that may exist in any 
other," and by substituting therefor 
the following: "Proyided that the 
Goyernor and Council may authorize 
the use of any unexpended balance 
in any of the items contained in the 
above appropriation to appb' to
\,'ards any (leficiencies that may ex
ist in aw, other." 

The amendment was adopted. 
On further motion by 2\11'. Holley. 

the resolve was passed to be en
gTossed as amended by HOUSEO 
~lmendment "A." 

From the Sc'nate: l1eport of the 
comnlittep on salaries and fees. le
porting "ougllt not to pass" on bill. 
An Aet relative to the salary of the 
eommiRsionc'l' of inlan,1 fisheries and 
ganle. 

ThiR report \yas l'f'u(l and aCC'f'pted 
in the House on :\[arch 16th. 

It now eomes from the Senate. 
with tIlE' bill substituted for t1le re
port and passed to lw engrossed in 
that 1,ranch as amende,l by Senate 
amendnlents "A" and "B." 

On motion by Mr. Smith of Sko,,"
hegan, under a suspension of the 
rules. the yote was reconsidered 
whereby the report of the commit
tee. reporting "ought not to pass." 
was accepted. 

On further motion by :\<11'. Smith. 
under a suspension of the rules. the 
bill was substituted [or the report. 

'.rhe bill then received its first and 
second readings. 

On motion by :\[1'. Crafts of Green
Yille, the rules were suspended and 
the bill received its third reading. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, Senate amendments "A" 
and "13" were adopted. 

The bill was then passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate 
aJnendlnents "A" and "D." 

;\11'. EAS'l'::\IAK of Fryeburg: 1\11'. 
SpC'al{el', as a membel' of the com
mittee on salaries and fees, I wish to 
state that we had two hearings on 
this matter, and it was the unani
mOllS r<,port of that committee that 
there shoulc1 be no incl'l'ase in this 
salary, and I certainly hope the 
H OURe wiII abide by the l't'POI·t of the 
committee. 

::\Il·. S:\lI'l'TT of Skowhegan: Mr. 
Speaker, I had hoped that it would 
not be necessary to pntet· into any 
al'gument at this time in regard to 
this mat tel', and I tl'Ust that when 
th" gentleman from };'ryeburg (:'11[1'. 

Eastman) understands the situation, 
11<' will not insist upon his motion. 
The Senate has unanimously adopted 
Amell(lment "B", and it is in aecord
ance with the same increase that has 
already been giYen to the other State 
officials in each instance. For in
staneC'. the auditor from the year 
lq1g am1 1~19 has been increased from 
$'l.ilOO to $4,000: industrial commis
sioner from $2,500 to $3,500; inRuranee 
eommissioner from $2,500 to $3,000; 
]a bOl' commissioner fl'om $2,000 to 
$3,000; commissioner of agriculture 
f,'om $~,OOO to $3,000: secretary of 
State, from $3,000 to $3,500; librarian, 
from $2,100 to $2,800; adjutant general 
from $2.G00 to $3.000; State treasurer 
from $2,500 to $3,500; and I wiII say 
that it was simpl," an o,"ersight on 
my part, after talking with the mcm
bors of the committee, that I did not 
talk with the gentleman from Fl'Yo
Inng (Mr. Eastman) that I endol'~ed 
this amendment, and I hope that he 
will withdraw his motion and allow 
th(' matter to go along. 

Mr. EASTMAN: I will withdraw 
my motion. 

The hill was then passed to be en
grossed. 

From the Senate: Resolve in favor 
of the town of Winthrop. 

This resolve was passed to be en
grossed in the House today. 

It now comes from the Senate, 
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passed to be engrossed 
branch, as amended by 
Amendment B, 

in that 
Senate 

On motion by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Winthrop, under a suspension of the 
rules, the vote was reconsidered 
whereby this resolve was passed to 
be engrossed. 

Senate Amendment B was adopted, 
and on further motion by Mr. Wads
worth, the resolve was passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment B. 

From the Senate: Resolve in favor 
of Commissioners of Pharmacy. 

This resolve was passed to be en
grossed in the House, March 31st, 
and was finally passed on April 6th. 

It now comes from the Senate in
definitely postponed in non-concur
rence. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I have been a member of 
the committee on claims during 
three sessions of the legislature, and 
at every session a resolve has come 
in here before the committee on 
claims from the commissioners of 
pharmacy, and it seems to me that 
we ought to appropriate money 
enough to let them have enough to 
carry their department through. 
'l'heir fe('-s do not amount to enough 
to support the commissioners and 
every year they have asked for some 
amount. I think this year it was 
$1342 which they required to make 
up their deficit, and it seems to me 
as though we ought to appropriate 
money enough so that they would 
not have to COllle here at the next 
legislature and ask for an appro
priation. If this had been presented 
earlier in the session. I should sure
ly have objected to it, but just now 
I do not want to delay this legis
lature one day longer. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds, the 
House voted to recede and concur 
with the Senate in the indefinite 
postponement of the resolve. 

F'rom the Senate: An Act to es
tablish the commission on foreign 
and domestic commerce. 

This bill was indefinitely post
poned in this House today. 

It now comes from the Senate, 
t.hat body insisting on its former ac
tion whereb¥ the bill was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate amendment "A" and appointing 
a committee of conference. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of 
Portland. the Hom,e voted to insist 
upon its former action and join a 
comlnittee of conference. 

The Speaker thereupon appointed 
as such committee of conference on 
the part of the House Messrs. Wing 
of Auburn, Crafts of Greenville and 
Weeks of Fairfield. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson. the House voted to recon
sider the vote whereby it voted to 
recede and concur with the Senate 
in the indefinite postponement of re
solve in favor of the commissioners 
of pharmacy. 

On further motion by Mr. Holley, 
the Hou~e voted to insist upon its 
former action and ask for a com
mittee of conference. 

The Speaker thereupon appointed 
as such committee of conference on 
the part of the House, Messrs. Hol
ley of North Anson, Croxford of 
1\'ewport and Snipe of Bath. 

On motion by Mr. Finnell of Bid
deford, 

The House adjourned until tomor
row morning at 9 o'clock. 




