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HOUSE 

Thursday, March 17, 1921. 
The House met according to ad­

journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. ~\Ir. Young of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Two petitions for 
better observance of ;V[emorial Day 
comes from the Senate referred to the 
committees on Judiciary and Military 
Affairs jointly. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Buzzell of Belfast, these petitions 
were referrcd to the committee on 
Military Affairs in non-concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on countries to which was 
referred thc various county estimates 
as transmitted by the Secretary of 
State, reporting two resolves, to wit: 

Resolve for laying thE' county taxes 
for the year 1921 and resolve fo,r the 
laying of the county taxes for the 
year 1922, and that they ought to 
pass. 

Came from the Senate report read 
and accepted and the resolves passed 
to be engrossed. 

In the House, the report was read 
and accepted in concurrence, and on 
motion by Mr. Buzzell of Belfast, the 
resolves werc given their two several 
readings and were passed to be en­
grossed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill, an act to 
increase the bounty on bears in Pe­
nobscot and Washington counties. 
This was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A in 
the House, March 8, 

Comes from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed in non-concurrence. 

Mr. WEATHERBEE of Carroll: 
Mr. Speaker, I want to say first that 
I have no special personal interest in 
this bill. It came into the Senate 

from the Committee on Inland Fish­
cries and Game with the unanimous 
report "ought to pass." It had the 
support and sanction of the depart­
ment of agriculture as well as of the 
sheep raisers generally in the coun­
ties in which the bill applied. I do 
not want to take your time unneces­
sarily, and ,,'ithout further comment, 
I move you, :\11'. Speaker, that the 
House insist upon its former action, 
and ask for a committee of confer­
ence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes an Oxford bear. the gentleman 
from Paris. :\11'. Forbes. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FORBES: Mr. Speaker, I 
arose to my feet to make a motion to 
recede and concur, I am not informed 
as to which motion would take prece­
dence. If my motion takes prece­
dence, I will make it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
rule that the motion to recede and 
concur has precedence. 

111'. PERKINS of Orono. Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen: As n mem­
ber of the inland fisheries and game 
committee, which has discussed 
slzunks and bears and every other 
sort of a four footed animal during 
the greater part of this session, T for 
or.e wish to go on rccord as being in 
favor of :\11'. \Veatherbee's bill. 'Ve 
had a very thorough hearing down in 
our committee room and we signed 
an unanimous report "ought to pass," 
and I believe at that time that enough 
evidence was pr0sented to that com­
mittee to make it plain to every man 
that such a bill ,vas needed. All the 
opposition that appeared at that 
hearing was fl'om a few fellows who 
wished to shoot bears. To my way 
of thinking, it has reached the stage 
whether or not we are going to pro­
tect the agricultural interests of Pe­
nohscot and \Vashington counties,' 
or whether 01' not we are going to 
cater to the hunters who come here 
to shoot bears; and I sincerely hope 
that the motion of the gentleman 
from Carroll (:\11'. 'Veatherbee) will 
prevail. 

Mr. WILSON of Presque Isle: Mr. 
Speaker, in the comm:ttee we heard 
a lot about bears and wild cats 
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and everything. There first came 
up for considc·ration a bill applying to 
the entire State with a bounty of fif­
teen dollars, and that bill the com­
mittee repOl·ted "ought not to pass." 
That bill came back to us and figures 
were submitted of tl1e damage tho 
bears did to sheep and cattle in 
Penohscot and 'Vashington counties, 
and we took it uncleI' consideration, 
and ,n' thought if thoso two coun­
ties alone wanted a bounty of fifteen 
dollars placed upon the nose and ears 
of hruin, it that was a good proposi­
tion for 1 he agriculturists of those 
two c'oUlHies, that it ought to be 
grantec], anc] there was no objecting 
voice ill the committee to it. I hope 
that thc gentleman's motion from 
Carroll C:\I\·. -Wea tllerbeo) will pre­
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The motion of 
the gentleman from Paris, :.\1:1'. 
Forbes, ('a!Tics precedencc. All those 
who are in favor of receding and con­
curring ,vith the Senate will say aye, 
contrary mindcd, nO. 

A viva voce vote bcing taken, the 
motion to r('('cde anu conCU1' failed of 
passag''. 

On motion h,- "'It·. \Veatherbee of 
Carroll, a vi,,-a voce vote being taken, 
it was voted that the House insist on 
its f(wmer action and call for a com­
mittee o[ conference. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
later announce tlw appointment of 
tlla t committee. 

From the Senate: Rill, An Act re­
lating to the transcribing of deeds 
and other instruments conveying real 
estate in Knox county, the records 
whereof are in otlH'r counties. This 
was passed to be engrossed in the 
House. Februa 1'0' 25, and passed to be 
enacted, :.\Tarch 8. 

Comps from the Senate passed to 
be eng-Tossed as amended by Senate 
amendment A in non-concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
table the bill. The House will note 
the measure that is supposed to be 
of interest to some of its members. 
The Chair will now state that it was 
introduced in the Senate by a gen­
tleman from Knox county. Some 
member of that delegation should be 

read~' to make the proper motion 
"'hE'n the matter COlY.es up. This 
particular bill is tabled by the 
Speaker and may he taken from the 
table, of course, at any time when 
thE~ House so desires. 

F'rom the Senate: Report of com­
mittee on ways and bridges on hill, 
An Act to enable the towns of Dix­
field and Peru in the county of Ox­
ford to free the Dixfield and Peru toll 
bridge> to public traYC'!, reporting 
same in a new draft under same title 
and that it "ought to pass." 

Comes from the Senate report read 
and accepted and the hill passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
amendment A. 

'rhe SPEAKEH: -What is the pleas­
ure of the House. (No response.) 

The SPEAKER: It is placed upon 
the table. 

COlnmunication from the Ci-OVC'l'lHH': 

Office for the Governor 
State of M ai ne 

::\Jarch, 17, 1921. 
'1'0 the Senate and House of Rcp­

j'esentativcs of the Bightieth Legis­
l"t11re:-

In 1919 I cll'afted and introduced 
thoc act which became Chapter 132 of 
th'2 Laws of 1919 and whiCh is en­
tit.led "An Act to Create the Maine 
\\later Power Commission." Under 
the proYisions of this la,y, Sections 
4 and 5, the Commission is instructed 
to "thoroughly investigate the 'Vater 
]>('>""81' r('sources within the State of 
::\Iainc," and "report upon \vhat rights 
remain to thc State in the storage 
rosen-oirs and hasins and in the de­
ycloped and undeveloped water pow­
ers within the State." Sections 7 
and 8 of this law provide that "if 
the CommiSSion is of the opinion that 
the State itself should acquire and 
develop these storage reservoirs and 
hasins and undevelopcd water pow­
ers, the Commission shall report a 
plan for the same," and "shall pre­
sent a comprehensi\-e and practicable 
plan whereby the water power re­
sources of thc State may be con­
served, used and developed for the 
benefit of the people of Maine." 

At the same session of the Legis­
lature I drafted and introduced House 
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Order dated February 27th, 1919, 
which propounded certain water pow­
er questions to the Justices of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, and the Jus­
tices in their answers to these ques­
tions gave their opLlllOn that an 
amendment to the State Constitution 
was necessary if the State is to de­
velop the storage reservoirs and un­
developed water powers within the 
State. 

The Water Power Commission in 
its first annual report says "It has 
seemed impracticable, if not legally 
impossible, for the Commission to 
work out a satisfactorY plan for State 
control of storage reservoirs unless 
by some proper amendment to the 
Constitution," and "it is our intention 
to submit this plan (River Regulat­
ing Districts) to the Legislature 
should the necessary Constitutional 
amendment be presented." The Com­
mission also says that "The interests 
Of the State are greater than those of 
any person, or corporation, within 
it." 

From this it will be seen that the 
Commission has prepared a definite 
plan for submission to the Legisla­
ture. and in a letter addressed to me, 
under date of March 11th, 1921, the 
Commission writes, "We believe that 
the Constitution of Maine should be 
amended in regard to reservoirs and 
water powers." 

T have prepared and herewith sub­
mit a conRtitutional amendment for 
your consideration. 

This amendment will give the peo­
pI,e of Maine the opportunity to de­
,;ide for themselves whether or not 
the State shall have the power to 
eontrol and develop water storage 
basins, and undeveloped water pow­
ers. If the State today were to adopt 
a new constitution the people would 
doubtless reserve to themselves the 
ri>;ht to eontrol and develop water 
powen; and storage reservoirs, the 
possibilities of which were unlcnown 
in 1820 when om' present constitution 
WaR adoptcd. The people should be 
allowed to vote upon this question 
after ample opportunity has been 
gi,ven for thorough discussion so 

thnt intelligent action may be taken. 

This amendment has incorporated 
in it only those features which seem 
to me to be needed as the basis for 
future constructive legislation. It is 
generally accepted that "conserva­
tion" of our water resources is neces­
sary in order to stop the present eco­
nomic waste of the State's water re­
sources, and the only question in­
volved is by whom, how and when 
this conservation is to be done. 

The storage and control of waters 
is the foundation of conservation and 
the next step is their development 
and improvement. 

Should the State take these pre­
l[minary steps it must have the power 
to use and sell its developed and im­
proved water resources, and in addi­
tion thereto it should have the right 
to connect the various electrical sys­
tems throughout the State, so that a 
surplus of power in one section can 
be used in another where there is a 
scarcity. 

The amendment submitted here­
with in my opinion fulfills the pres­
ent day requil'cments. The grave re­
sponsibility of submitting to the peo­
ple of the State a comprehensive 
water power Constitutional amend­
ment rests both upon this Legisla­
ture and upon myself and should 
such an amendment fail to meet the 
needs of the situation wc both would 
be remiss in our duty to those who 
sent us here. 

The opponents of any and all forms 
of State contl"Ol and development will 
attack the constitutionality of all 
legislation based on whatevel' amend­
ment is submitted to the people, and 
for this reason there shouLd he no 
doubt about its meaning and pur­
poses, else the work of the past four 
years will become of no avail. A 
Constitutional amendment must 
stand eyery test to '''hich ahle attor­
neys will subject it. 

I am of tile opinion that under this 

amendment the people of the State 
of Maine, through their representa­
tives in the 1923 Legislature, will be 
able to take a forward step in water 
power development. A Constitutional 
amendment would be valueless ,,,hich 
in any way rC'stricts or limits the 
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powel' of the people of this State to 
decide this (lUestion for themseln's 
and upon its language depends to a 
large extent the future health, safe­
ty and prosperity of this State, 

Taxation 

The last paragraph of the proposed 
amendment deals with thc taxaTion 
of water 1)Q,YerS and the \Vater l'ow­
",1' Commission has made no recom­
mendation on this phase of the ques­
tion. 

Ey the terms of the Federal ,Yater 
Power bill the water powers of "laine 
are in dang'er of passing under Fed­
eral control, and it well may be that 
the only method of preventing this is 
to levy a tax upon hydro-electric 
energy generated within the State 
and shipped beyond its borders, 

Under the decisions of the supreme 
court of the .state water powers al­
though they represent great value 
are not taxable property. This de­
cision is not in conformity \\'ith the 
la\\' of many other states but is bind­
ing upon our courts until the State 
Constitution is changed. These 
water powers today virtually escape 
taxation and it has well been said, 
"for the State to receive no compen­
sation of any kind for the utilization 
of such n great wealth producer 
(,vater flowing over a dam, or horse­
power dc\'clopcd) is to hring into ex­
istence the greatest possible injustice 
in the matter of taxation." Tn ::\faine 
there are a))out 400,000 developed 
water horsepower, the fail' yalue of 
which is not less t1lan $100 per hOl'se­
po",er and in some deYelopments its 
vallE> is f'yen larger. There js also 
1,000.000 horsepower undeveloped in 
tIlE' State, These great values shonld 
hecome a source of rEWE'nue to the 
State, If the L('[('islatur(' adopts this 
amE'ndment "nd if the people later 
!'atif,' it, the Leg'islature of 1923 ,,'ill 
he in a position to pass some reason­
ahle tax laws llnder which these \'al­
uahle l'ights will share in thp hurdens 
of taxation. 

Maine can do the work of at least 
nve tons of coaL He stated that this 
means a saving of at least $50 per 
hOl'sepo\vel' per year on a coal basis. 
H each horsepower will save $50 per 
year in coal, it is easy to compute 
what the annual saving to the people 
of Maine would be if our water re­
sources were fully developed and 
gives an idea of the yalue of Maine's 
water power. vVith the ever increas­
ing demands for appropriations now 
made upon our Legislature some new 
sources of revenue must be obtained, 
a.lso the burden of taxation can no 
longer be borne by our citizens. 

It was my intention to submit this 
amendment to you at an earlier date 
but circumstances over which I had 
no control prevented my doing so. 
r~his LegislatUre in my opinion will 
act \visely if it passes this con­
gtructive legislation, for under the 
first paragraph of the amendment the 
people can derive direct benefit from 
the development of storage reser­
yoirs and water powers if they later 
determine b.\' proper legislation that 
Hley desire to do so and under the 
second some relief from the crushing 
burden of taxation can be obtained 
without injustice being done to those 
'\\'ho will be called upon to pa,-, 

'Nater Power Constitutional Amend· 
ment 

"Tile consel'yation, storage, control 
;md use of waters, and the deyelop­
ment. improvement, transmission, 
utilization, electrical interconnection, 
control and sale of water powers, by 
the State of Maine, either directlv or 
through sueh public district or "dis­
tricts, as the Legislature may au­
thodze and not othenvise are de­
clared to constitute paramount pub­
lic uses, for the accomplishment of 
which the right of "minent domain 
may he exercised, and in furtherance 
of \\'hich the right of taxation may be 
emplo,'ed: and the Legislature may 
also proyide therefor and for the ap­
portionment to, and assessment upon, 
the lands anr1 property which shall, 

Professor (1('or<,,-e F, Swnin of the 
Harvard. Engineering School, a ,vnter 
power ('xpert, in a lectur(' deliyered 
in the JUnine House of TIcpl'esenta­
'tivps on 1\[arch 10. 1921. stat('d tl1"t 

or rna,' he beneflted therehy, and ac­
cording to the extent of sllch bene­
flts, the whole or an,- pnrt of the cost 
of such C'onserYation, storage, de­
Yelopment, improvement, transmis­
sion, control, electrical interconnee-']<'H'I<'IWc1 hOl'SC'l)(l"\Yt'l' in 
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tion, and utilization of said waters 
and water powers, including the cost 
of maintenance and operation there­
ot." 

"For the purposes of taxation watel' 
powers and water privileges 'vithin 
the State, and hydro-electric energy 
generated therefrom, may be treated 
by the Legislature as property dis­
tinct from the land or structure to 
which they may be appurtenant, or 
from which they may be derived, and 
such powers, privileges and energy 
may be assessed for taxation in such 
manner as the Legislature may de­
termine, at rates differing from the 
rate imposed upon real and personal 
property within the State; and such 
powers and privileges may be classI­
fied as developed, partially developed, 
and undeveloped, and a different rate 
of taxation may be imposed upon 
each class; provided, however, that 
all such taxes shall be apportioned 
and assessed equally at uniform rates 
of taxation throughout the State 
upon the same class of property." 

Respectfully submitted, 
PETICIVAL P. R\XTER, 

Governor of Maine. 
On motion by l\Tr. Brewster of 

Portland, it was voted that the mes­
sage be received and placed on file. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman the rules were suspended 
and that gentleman was granted per­
mission to introduce out of order a 
resolve proposing an anlendment to 
the Constitution as recommended by 
the Governor; and on further mo­
tion by the same gentleman that re­
solve was referred to the committee 
on Legal Affairs and 2000 copies or­
dered printed, 

On motion by Mr. Chalmers of 
Bangor the rules were suspended 
and that gentleman was granted per­
mission to introduce out of order 
Bill, An Act to legalize and make 
valid the annual municipal election 
held in the city of Bangor on Mon­
day, March 14, 1921. On further 
motion by the same gentleman, un­
der suspension of the rules, and 
without reference to a committee, 
the bill was given its three several 
readings. 

The SPEAKEH: \Vithout reading 
the entire statement of facts, with 
the permission of the Hou:,e, the 
Chair will suggest that that state­
ment of facts shows that through er­
ror the polls "'ere closed in one 
ward in the city one hour before 
the time specified by Statute. The 
city, like many other municipalities, 
is under the necessity of hiring 
money in anticipation of taxes, and 
feels that it would be at a disadvan­
tage relative to fioating its notes at 
the present time. The Chair will 
read Section one, omitting the emer­
gency clause. 

(Bill read.) 

On further motion by ::\11'. Chal­
mel'S of Bangor, the bill was passed 
to be engrossed. 

Orders 
On motion by J\fl·. Brewster of 

Portland, it was 

Ol'derf'd, that GOO copies be printed 
of a certain Act entitled, "An Act 
to amend Section ::!::! of Chapter 51 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
]'('('or<1s, and stock books of corpora­
tions, said Act being now assigned 
fOJ' hearing before the comlnittee on 
Le~'Td Affairs. 

The following bills and remon­
strances wero received and upon 
recommendation of the committee on 
ref"l'ence of bills were referred to 
the following committees: 

Placed on File 
By ::III'. Teague of Waldoboro: Re­

monstrance of Re\'. George S. Davis 
and 16 others against the Barwise 
Sunday Bill. 

Education 
Ily ::IIr. Varney of \Vindham: Bill 

"An Act relating to the election and 
the term of office of members of su­
perintending school committees. 

Legal Affairs 
By 2\fr. Brown of Abbot: Remon­

strance of John L. Howard and 
others of Sangerville against passage 
of Bill, legalizing a 'Vote of the in­
habitants of Sangerville at the an-. 
nual town meeting held Monday, 
::Ifarch 23, 1920. 
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Public Utilities 
By ::\11', \Vadswo1'th of \Vinth1'op: 

Bill, An Act to amend Sections 1 and 
4 of Chapter 81 of the Private and 
Special Laws of I!l1G, relating to 
Winthrop \Yater Company, 

Rep·orts of Committees 
Mr. :Murchie from the Committee 

on Judiciary reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Bill "An Act to amend 
Chapter 1!l of Revised Statutes relat­
ing to registration of undertakers." 

1\T1'. 'Ving from the f'ame Commit­
tee reported the same on Bill, An Act 
to amencl the Revised Statutes, 
Chapter 1], Section 28, relating to the 
collection of taxes by suit. 

Mr. Hinckley from the same Com­
mittee reported the same on Resolve 
in favor of the Economy Printing 
and Manufacturing Company for 
losses on State printing for the years 
] Dl!l ancl ] !l20. 

::VIr. Brewster from the Comn,ittee 
on Legal "\ffairs reportcd the same 
on Bill "An Act authorizing the town 
of Bar Harhor, count~' of Hancock, 
State of :\faine, to elect thc Chief of 
Police." 

Mr. ::'Ilyrick from the Committee on 
Salaries an(l li'ees reportcd the same 
on Bill "..\ n ,~ct to increase the sal­
ary of thc Jwlge anrl Recorder of 
thc PrcsC[llC' Isle l\Iullicipal Court." 

SaIne gentleIllan frOIH same Con1-
mittee reported the same on Bill 
"An Act to amend Chapter ]17, Sec­
tion 4() of thc Revised Statutes re­
lating to thc pay of Hospital Trus­
tees." 

Samc gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to amend section· 37 of chapter 117 
of the revised statutes increasing 
the salal'y of county attorney for 
Hancock county. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to incrcase the amount allowed for 
clerk hire in thc office of register of 
dceds and offices of clerk of courts 
in Waldo county. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to increase the salaries of the board 
of rcgistration. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to increase the salary of thc register 
of deeds in Waldo county. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittec reported same on bill An Act 
to allow clerk hire to the sheriff of 
Kennebec county. 

SaIne gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
relative to salaries of justices of the 
superior courts. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to amend paragraph 22 of section 5 of 
the revised statutes as amended by 
chapter 222 of the public laws of 1919, 
alHl as further amended by chapter 
244 of the public laws of the speCial 
session of 1919, relating to the fees 
of' deputy sheriffs for attendance 
upon court. 

Same gcntleman from same com­
mit tec on bill An Act to reimburse 
thl' county commissioners for ser­
"~it f'S incurred at public meetings 
away fl'om the county seat, reported 
th~lt thc same be referred to the com­
mittee on claims. 

::'lIt,. Dunning from the committee 
on State School for Boys, State 
Schoo! for Girls, and State Re­
fOl'matories reported ought not to 
pass on Resolve in favor of State 
Schooi for Girls. 

Same g('ntlcman from same com­
mittee rf'[lort('d same on Resolve in 
favO!' of the Reformatory for Women 
for period from July 1, 1921 to July 
1, 1922. 

Same gentleman from same com­
miitee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of Reformatory for ''Vomen 
from January 1 to July 1, 1921. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of Reformatory for Women for 
period from July 1, 1922 to July 1, 1923. 

The reports were accepted and sent 
up for concurrence. 

!VIr. Murchie from the committee 
on judiciary on bill An Act to estab­
lish the Washington county mu­
nicipal court reported same in a 
new draft under title of "An Act to 
establish the Western Washington 
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Municipal Court" and that it ought 
to pass. 

Mr. Hinckley from the same com­
mittee on bill An Act amending 
section 33 of chapter 88 of the revised 
statutes relating to giving of counsel 
by a municipal or police judge, re­
ported same in a new draft under 
same title and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Murchie from the same com­
mittee on bill An Act authorizing 
towns to elect certain municipal 
officers by secret ballot, reported 
same in a new draft under same title 
and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Brewster from the committee 
on legal affairs reported ought to 
pass on bill An Act to extend the 
charter of the Boothbay Harbor 
,Vater District. 

Mr. Murray from the same com­
mittee on bill An Act to establish a 
fiscal year of the State reported same 
in a new draft under same title and 
that it ought to pass. 

Mr. Thomas from the committee on 
mercantile affairs and insurance re­
ported ought to pass on bill An Act 
relating to life insurance for minors 
and the surrender of such insurance. 

Mr. Crabtree from the same com­
mittee reported the same on bill An 
Aet relating to licenses for lightning 
l'od agents. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported the same on bill An 
Act to amend chapter 53, section 65, 
paragraph 5 of the revised statutes, 
relating to insurance on glass. 

Mr. ::Vlyrick from the committee on 
salaries and fees reported the same 
on bill A n Act to amend section 8 of 
chapter 325 of the private and special 
laws of 1897, as amended by chapter 
150 of the private and special laws 
of 1915, and as further amended by 
chapter 198 of the private and special 
laws of 1917, increasing the salary of 
the recorder of the municipal court 
of Waterville. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on bill An Act 
to amend section 22 of chapter 5 of 
the revised statutes relatiYe to the 
compensation of boards of rcgis­
tration. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee on bill An Act to increase the 
salary of the adjutant general, re­
ported same in a new draft under 
same title and that it ought to pass. 

(Tabled by ::VII'. Crafts of Green­
ville, pending acceptance of report.) 

::VII'. Myrick from the committee on 
salaries and fees on bill, An Act to 
amend Chapter 117, Section 17 of the 
Hevised Statutes, relating to the sal­
ary of the State Auditor, reported 
same in a new draft under same 
title, and that it "ought to pass." 

Mr. CHAFTS of Greenville: Mr. 
Speaker, I 1110\'e that this bill lie on 
the table. 

Mr. ::VIGHCHIE of Calais: I will 
ask the gentleman, through the 
Chair, if he will assign a time for the 
consideration of these reports. 

The SPE~-U(EH: The gentleman 
from Calais (::VII'. Murchie) inquires 
through the Chair whether the gen­
tleman from Greenville (Mr. Crafts) 
cares to assign a time; and pending 
the answer of the gentleman from 
GreenYille, the Chair will hazard the 
statement that from a day in the 
yery early future until the end of the 
session ma tte]"s tahletl and not spec­
iall,' assigned will be attendcd to at 
any time when a majority of the 
House ta,kes them up. If the gentle­
man from Greenville (Mr. Crafts) 
careR to ans\ver the query of the 
gentleman fl'om Calais, (Mr. Mur­
chie) through the Chair he may now 
do so. 

Mr. CRAFTS: I will not name a 
definite date, 

The Sl'E~"KEH: The motion of the 
gentleman from Greenville (Mr. 
Crafts) is that the matter be tabled 
indefinitely. 

::VIr. }\TURCHIE: I hope that motion 
"'il! not pl'evail-

'I'h(' SPE~U';:En: The gentleman 
from Calais must know that this is 
not a debatahle question. Those who 
are in favor of tabling the matter will 
indicate it by saying aye, contrary 
minded, no. 

A yiv[l voce yote being taken, the 
motion to table failed of passage. 

::vrr. MrHCHIE: 1\lr. Speaker, I 
moye tbat the report of the commit-
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tee be accepted, and I will say sim­
ply this: This matter comes in as a 
unanimous report from the commit­
tee on salaries and fees. The House 
does not know what the report is ex­
cept that some small increase is 
recommended, and I think the House 
is entitled to know what it is. If the 
report is accepted, the bill will be 
tabled for printing, and eyery mem­
ber of this House will hayp an oppor­
tunity to read it after it is printed. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Calais (Mr. Murchie) suggests 
that if the report is accepted, the bill 
in new draft will be printed and 
placed upon the desks of the mem­
bers. The gentleman moycs the ac­
ceptance of the report. Those in 
favor wiII say aye, contrary minded, 
no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
report was accepted. 

Mr. MrRCHIE of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that \ye reconsider 
the vote whereby \\'e tabled the re­
port on the salary of the c\ djutant 
Gneral. 

The SPK\KER: The bill and re­
port relative to the salary of the Ad­
jutant Genpral is upon the table, and 
under the rules can be taken from 
the table at any time. The gentle­
man from Calais moves that we take 
from the table the report of the com­
mittee on bill, .\ n Act to increase the 
salary of the Adjutant General. 

The motion prevailed; and on fur­
ther motion by the same gentleman 
the report was accepted. 

Mr. Peaslee from the committee on 
State prison reported "ought to 
pass" on Hcsolve in fayor of the 
Maine State prison for maintenance 
and current expenses. 

Same gentleman from same com­
mittee reported same on Resolve pro­
viding for the improvement of the 
State prison at Thomaston. 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the Bills and Resolves ordered 
printed under the joint rules. 

Mr. Farnsworth from the commit­
tee on public utilities reported same 
on bill, "An Act additional to and 
amendatory of Chapter 20 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1917, 
relating to the operation <)f Egge-

mog-gin Reach Ferry in Hancock 
county." 

Heport was read and accepted and 
the bill having already been printed 
(House Document No. 115) was giYen 
its two several readings under sus­
pension of the rules. 

:\Jajority report of the committee 
on public health on bill, "An Act to 
pre·';ent the marriage of persons hav­
ing syphilis," reporting the same in a 
ne\\' draft under title of "A.n Act to 
require the filing with town and city 
clerks of clean bills of health by per­
sons filing certificates of intentions 
of marriage," and that it "ought to 
pasH." 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 

:\[essrs. Holt of Hancock, of the 
Senate; Messrs. Croxford of Newport, 
Snipe of Bath, Peabody of Richmond, 
Davis of Freeport and Phillips of Bar 
Harbor, of the House. 

::\linority report of the same com­
mitl:pe reporting "Ought not to pass" 
on the same bill. 

Report \\'as signed by the following 
mPHlbel'S: 

Messrs. Allen of York and Hall of 
Fmnklin, of the Senate; Mr. Poore of 
Caseo, of the House. 

T 1lC SPEAKER: The question 
comes on the acceptance of either 
report. 

:\11'. GERRISH of Lisbon: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the acceptance of 
the majority report, and I wish to say 
that my objection to the original bill 
\\'as, first, that if a person failed to 
get a certificate it was for the reason 
of this disease in question, thereby 
hranding their presence, as it were. 
with a scarlet letter. In the redraft 
this word is not mentioned. It sim­
ply brings up the question of active 
contagious disease, which might in­
clude tuberculosis as well as the oth­
er mentioned condition. My second 
reason was on the uncertainty of the 
test. If you will examine this redraft, 
you will see that the clean bill of 
health is dependent upon the physi­
cians' opinion-his opinion-not on 
the tests. I think this bill must work 
gl'eat good; it can do no harm. 
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Thel'eupon the majority' report 
"ought to pass" was accepted. 

First R'eading of Printed Bills and 
Resolves 

House 302: An Act to amend 
Chapter 356 of the Private and 
Speeifll Laws of 1883, relating 
to the construction of a bridge over 
Tid" "Vaters between On's Island 
::111(1 Bailey's Island, 

House 303': An Act to provide fOl' 
TempI'j'ance Day in the Public 
Scho()ls in the State of l\[aine. 

(Tabled by Mr. Bragdon of Perham, 
pending its assignment for third 
reading.) 

House 305: Resoh'e appointing a 
committee of investigation to pro­
cure plans and estimates for a State 
Library Building. 

House 3'06: Resolve to increase the 
salary of judge of the Municipal 
Court in Gardiner. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
Senate 110: An Act to amend Sec­

tion 37 of Chapter 24 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to the appropriation 
for the abolishment of grade cross­
ings. 

Senate 113: An Act to amend Sec­
tion 43 of Chapter 2 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating'to the appointment 
of Dedimus Justices. 

House 124: An Ad to amend Sec­
tion 29 of Chapter 8 of the Revised 
Statutes, providing for the appoint­
ment of depu',y forest fire wardens in 
towns and fixing their compensation. 

House 238: An Act authorizing the 
Ashland Company to construct and 
maintain booms and piers in the 
Aroostook River below its dam in the 
town of Ashland. 

House 286: An Act to legalize ac­
knowledgments taken, oaths admin· 
Istered, and marriages solemnized by 
Adelma G, Humphrey. 

House 287: An Act to amend tlw 
charter of the city of Calais increas, 
ing the jurisdiction of the Calais 
Municipal Court. 

House 288: An Act authorizing 
the Princeton Terminal Company to 
erect and maintain piers and booms 
in the waters of Lewys Lake and 

Long Lak,· in the county of "Vashing­
ton, 

Iiouse ~8~: An Act to enable the 
inhabitants ,:of the tOll'n of CaribOU 
to 1';\ ise mone;' for the benefit of Cary 
Hospital. 

lIouse ~flfl: An Act authorizing 
the pa;'mcnt or an annuity by the 
cit)' or I'odland to ,ettie :\1. Hamil­
to!}. 

Hous(' ~!Il: ,\n Act to amend 
Chapt"" .J:l6 uf the Pri,'ate and Spe­
cial Lal\'H 01' 1S:l~, entitled "An Act to 
incorporate the city of Bangor and 
Acts amenrlatOl'Y thereof 01' addition­
al thereto," 

House ~!I~: An Act to amend 
elmpte,' 145, Section 47 of the Re­
"iscd Statutes. relating to the duties 
of Hospital Trustees, admitting to 
Home for Feeble Minded, 

House 2!):l: An : .. ct to amend Sec­
tion 1 of Chapter 139 of the Private 
and Specitl Laws of 1899, as amended 
by Chapter 145 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1915, amending the 
charter of the Dixfield Village Cor­
pOl'ation by extending the territory 
of saId Corporation. 

House 297: An Act to amend Sec­
tion 57, of Chapter 8 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to the duties of the 
Forest Commissioner. 

House 298: An Act for the pre­
servation, pel'petuation and increase 
of the forests of the State of Maine. 

(Tabled by the Speaker at the re­
(,uest of Ml'. Granville of Parsons­
field, pending third reading.) 

House 299: An Act to amend Sec­
tion 69 of Chapter 8 of the Revised 
Statutes, increasing the compensation 
of chief forest fire wardens and their 
deputies, 

Senate 58: Resolve to appropriate 
money for the purchase of history of 
the town of "VilIiamsburg. 

Senate 62: Resolve to appropriate 
money for the purchase of a history 
of York. 

House 225: Resolve in fa VOl' of 
Commission of Labor and Industry 
and State Factory Inspector. 

House 295: Resolve appropriating 
money for gen<:ral forestry purposes. 
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House 296: Resol\'e apIJl'opl'i(lting' 
lTIOney fOl' fuethcl' ll1aintainanc(' I_'f 
the State Forestry Xurs<'ry. 

House ~a4: Resoh'e authol'izing the 
Lanu Agent to st'll a parcel of Lll1,l 
HOi.: ('xc(,l'(ling t\VO acres 1'1'u111 OlH:' o~ 

the Puillic Lots in \\'pst Fol'l;:s Plan­
tation, Somerset C'OUllt~'. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amenu Section 98 of 

Chaptt'l' 82 of the Rovised Statutes, 
relating to the exchange of justic'cs 
of superior courts. 

An Act to amenu Section 23 of 
Chapter 78 of the Heviseu Statutes. 
relating to acknol\"leclgmt'nt ,'f 
deeds. 

An Act to amend Paragrrrph Y of 
Section 38 of Chapter 16 of the Re­
vised Statutes, relating to the duties 
of superintending school committees. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 10 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to poll tax. 

An Act to amend the charter and. 
change the name of Portland Realt~' 
Association to Portland Mutual Loan 
Association. 

An Act to legalize the granting of 
certain fish weir licenses in tide­
waters of what was formerly l\Iuscle 
Ridge Plantation. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Penobscot Valley Gas Company. 

An Act to amend Chapter 134 of 
the Public Laws of 1834, as amended 
by Chapter 167 of the Public Laws of 
1835, as amended by Section 11 and 
Amendments thereto of the city 
charter of the City of Bath, which is 
Chapter 5 of the Private and Special 
Laws of 1847; as amended by Chap­
ter 135 of the Public Laws of 1895, 
relating to a municipal court in the 
City of Bath. 

An Act to authorize the town of 
Sanford to raise and expend mone~' 
to erect a memorial to its soldiers and 
sailorg. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Compan:v of 
Saco, Maine. 

An Act to amend Section 11 of 
Chapter 46 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended by Chapter 74 of the Pub­
lic Laws of 1919, relating to the 
furnishing of slips by weighers. 

.\ n Act to amend Chapter 218 of 
the Puhlic La\\"s of 1917, providing for 
thEC est" illishmont of a bureau of 
rna rkcts. 

Finally Passed 
lleso!H' in favor of :\Lny 8. Hill­

man for ~talc pension. 

Emergency Measure 
.\ n ~\('t to amen,l Spction 2 of Chap­

ter 176 of the Private and SpECcial 
La\ys or lS~i, entitled an Act ereat­
in" tIle Fn"pllurg VillagEC Fire Cor-
1'01'(1 tion. as amended b,' Chapter 238 
of the l'riyate and ~pecial J~'lWS of 
]901. 

This bill requires the affirmative 
I'"le of t\\'o-thi1'(ls of the t'ntirc mem­
hel'ship of this House in order to be 
passed to be enacted. All those in 
f,,,'or of its passage to be enacted 
will rise and stand until counted, and 
thl' monitors will return the count. 

A divison being had, 
One hundred and fifteen voting in 

favor and none against, the biII was 
passed to be enacted. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKl<:;R: Under the head­

ing of "tabled and today assigned" on 
the calendar, the Chair will present 
report of Committee on salaries and 
fees, on Bill, An Act relating to sal­
aries of Legislators, tabled pending 
the acceptance of the report of the 
committee, on motion by the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Rounds. 

:VII'. ROUXDS: Mr. Speaker, this 
bill is like another bill that we had 
before the committee on salaries and 
fees, relating to the same issue, and 
I would like to have it retabled until 
\Ie hear something from that other 
bill ,vhich ,vill come up today for 
hearing, and as soon as we get a re­
port on this other matter, we can act 
upon both; and for that reason I 
11l0Ye that the bill be again tabled. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
on the calendar for today is the re­
port of the Portland delegation on 
Bill, An Act relating to the Portland 
Fire Department, tabled pending the 
acceptance of the report of the dele-



566 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, l\IARCH 17, 1921 

gation, on motion by the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr, Rounds. 

Mr. Rounds then yielded to the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Dodge. 

Mr. DODGE: Mr. Speaker, this is 
a matter of considerable importance 
to the Portland delegation, and we 
expected to be able to have a meeting 
and discuss this matter so that a final 
disposition could be made of it, but as 
yet we have not been able to meet, 
and therefore I move that this be 
again laid upon the table and special­
ly assigned for consideration on 
Tuesday of next week. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is House Doc. No. 
158, report of committee on sea and 
shore fisheries on Bill, An Act to 
abolish the Sea and Shore Fisheries 
Commission, tabled pending the ac­
ceptance of the report, on motion by 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Rounds. The Chair will state that 
the unanimous report of the commit­
tee is that the bill "ought not to 
pass." 

:Mr. Rounds then yielded the floor 
to the gentleman from Eliot, Mr. Cole. 

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, 
I move that this matter be again 
tabled and be specially assigned for 
consideration on Wednesday of next 
week. 

A viva voce \'ote being taken. 
The motion was lost. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port­
land: Mr. Speaker, this act provides 
that the Sea and Shore Fisheries 
Commission shall be abolished, with­
out any provision being made for a 
new commission; it provides that all 
laws on our statute books at the 
present time pertaining to the Sea 
and Shore Fisheries, to the taking 
and catching of fish, including shell 
fish, from Kittery to Eastport be re­
pealed; third, it provides that it shall 
become a law when signed by the 
Governor. That is to say, this Leg­
islature is attempting to amend the 
Constitution, and that is absurd, it 
is ridiculous, and I move that the 

l'epOl't of the committee, which i8 
unanimously that the bill ought not 
to pass, be accepted. 

The motion was seconded. 

J\Ir. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, it has 
been said a great deal here during 
this session that we want to econ­
omize, and we have heard a great 
deal said about economy. I hold in 
my hand here sixteen yachts flying 
around the coast of :Maine in the 
summer time-(Laughter). I mean to 
say, Mr. Speaker, that I have in my 
hand here a list of sixteen yachts 
that are flying around the coast of 
J\Iaine in the summertime spending 
our money and having a good time. 
I have been told, but I may be wrong, 
that in the winter time some of these 
yachts are hauled up with the crews 
still remaining on board and living 
on the fat of the land, and we are 
paying the bills. It may be true that 
they do not stop at the Augusta 
House, but they may be stopping at 
some other 'place that costs just as 
much, and therefore I thought that 
if we wanted to economize some, that 
we could do away with some of these 
thing~. 

I want to say right here that the 
United States government some time 
ago, did away with the practice of 
buying shell-fish because the)' had 
got all the mother fish of the State 
,,·ith the holes punched in their tails. 
so that they are waiting to get some 
more that have reached the age of 
consent so that they can have some 
more mother fish to bring in. So, for 
that reason, I do not know why we 
sbould keep on paying tbe expenses 
of all these yachts flying around the 
coast of Maine at a large expense til 
tbe State of Maine; if we want to 
economize, let us start now and econ­
omize and stop some of these yachts 
going around. And as I understand 
it, tile sbell-fish now have a right to 
roam of their own free-will, and next 
summer you will see these same 
yachts flying around our shore, and 
therefore I would like to see the bill 
S\l bsti tu ted for the report. 

::\1r. HINCKLEY: If the House will 
pardon me just a moment, I would 
like to read this bill because it is very 
short so that the House will grasp 
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its full significance. The bill reads 
as follows: 

"Resolved: That all laws pertain­
ing to taking of fish, including shell 
fish, from the water and shore of the 
State, from Kittery to Eastport, and 
in the bays and rivers adjacent there­
to, be and are hereby repealed. 

"Resolved: That the office of the 
sea and shore fisheries commission 
be and is hereby abolished, and all 
properties belonging thereto be sold 
by and for the benefit of the State. 

"Resolved: That this Act shall 
take effect when signed by the Gov­
ernor." 

Kow, if the House wants to pass 
this measure, they may do so. 

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, it was 
not my intention in asking that this 
matter be tabled for a week, to ask 
the members of this House to take 
this report too seriously in regard to 
the opposition to the acceptance of 
this particular report. Everyone of 
you had upon your desk, but perhaps 
it has reached the wastebasket some 
time ago. the second biennal report 
of the commission on sea and shore 
fisheries, one of the greatest depart­
ments of the State, expending a very 
large amount of money, intimatelY 
connected with one of the greatest in­
dustries of the State of Maine, and 
yet I defy you in reading that report 
to get one word of intimation as ;to 
the expense, or anything pertaining 
to the question of sea and shore fish­
eries, the only. department that runs 
wild in the State of Maine, and it 
seems to me that this department is 
well worthy the attention of this Leg­
islature without passing it over with 
as much as a single consideration 
when the matter comes here before 
ue, although I think perhaps this bill 
may be extreme in its claims, and al­
though none of us would perhaps vote 
for the bill as it stands, and yet I be­
lieve there should be something done 
to curb these large expenditures, 
something that the people of the 
State should haye by which they may 
know what is being done by that de­
partment. 

This department has its office in 
Rockland. and it is not connected 
with the State House, and yet your 
Rea and shore fisheries commission-

('I'S are around here all winter, I 
don't know what for, it may be that 
they are here on their own private 
matters, and it may be that they are 
here on State matters, it may be that 
they are here lobbying; it may be that 
they are here watching yOU and me, 
for all I know, thinking perhaps we 
may put something over on them, 
and I think it might be weI! for us to 
watch lest they put something over 
on us. 

Now, gentlemen, I haven't any par­
t:icular interest in this measure ex­
cepting that I live on the seashore 
and I know something of the sea ,lnd 
shore fisheries commission's work, 
and I know that it is a commission 
that is busy with a great many dif­
ferent things and that it has a large 
responsibility. I presume if I had 
been a member of that committee 
myself, I shOUld have voted "ought 
not to pass," on this particular bill, 
because it is too broad; but it does 
seem to me that it is unwise to pass 
over a department of this kind with­
out giving to it any consideration 
whatever and simply saying that the 
thing is not worth considering. It is 
the responsibility of the Legislature, 
and the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Rounds), had something in his .lYS­

tem that he wanted to get out, and 
he has evidently gotten it out, and I 
Simply wanted to give him the op­
porunity by letting him collect a few 
more facts and figures and letting 
him collect a few more yachts in his 
other hand, because he only had 16 
of them in one hand. Now, if this Leg­
islature is satisfied, I am perfectly 
satisfied with the acceptance of ~he 
report. 

Mr. BAKER of Steuben: Mr. Speak­
er and gentlemen, I have those tl,,­
ures, and I want to call attention to 
the fact that the Sea and Shore Fish­
eries Commission had appropriated 
for their use last year the sum of 
$55,000 for the purchase of seed lob­
sters and other things that they 
deE,med necessary for the interest Clf 
the large industry which they repre­
sent. They overdrew that amount 
$26,000 last year. I wish that all the 
departments in this State had be~n 
as easy about the overdraft as this 
commission has been. The Commls-
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sion has at the present time 15 patrol 
boats, three owned by the State, one 
owned and loaned by the United 
States Government to them for their 
use. 

I am willing to admit the justness 
of the remarks of the gentleman pre­
ceding me in some measure, but !n 
justice to the fishermen whom I have 
the pleasure to represent here, I 
want to say that the commission and 
that the directors stand well with 
them. There has never been to my 
knowledge in the whole State such 
unanimity, such coordination and 
such cooperation of interest as has 
been shown by the fisherm(\n of th.'! 
State with the present director and 
all the members of the commission 
It has been hinted and said that the 
Commission are high salaried men. 
and the facts in regard to this could 
bc determined from the statement of 
facts which was presented to us at 
that time. On my own behalf, I have 
looked up the expenses of one of the 
members of that commission, and he 
received $343 last year for his expen­
ses and salary, at the rate of $5.00 
per diem. I wish to say that I hop ~ 
that all the commissioners in this 
State will rende-r as much service to 
the people of the State for so small 
an amount of money as has Commis­
sioner Wilbur. I believe this, that we 
represent about one-eighth of tha 
people of the State of Maine, and 
thiR department received $55,000 la"t 
year, while the department of Agri­
culture received $343,000. If one­
eighth of the people of this State 
received practically one-sixth as 
rouch as we say all the rest received, 
it is evident that they have not re­
cdveCi their just amount. I know 
that the fishermen along the coast of 
Maine are prospering, and I am glad 
that they are. They have received 
some benefit from the increased pro­
d uction and increased prices by rea­
so;:! of the United States pounds and 
till' plopogation of lobsters. I bo:!­
lieve that the industry can be cared 
fllr, and I believe that the indu/:i,ry 
cannot be cared for any better than 
it if'> under the present commission 
<'ina by the present director. This 
maHer had a very careful and full 

hf ;"dng before our committee and we 
were unanimous, and there was 110 

dis<;\enting vote against it. If you 
want to abolish one commission, why 
not go ahead and abolish all commis­
SlOns; it is a good rule that works 
both ways, and I move that the re­
rort of the committee be now accept­
ed. 

Mr. ORAM of Bristol: Mr. Speaker, 
I don't know as I am in a position to 
make any such speech, but I will 
say that the gentleman from Port­
land (Mr. Rounds) must be a very 
strong man if he can hold 16 
yachts in his hand. Now gentlePlen 
what will be the result if you tabl~ 
this matter indefinitely? I live on 
the coast of Maine, and I have han­
dled thousands of bushels of herring 
for the lobster fishermen and for the 
tra wiers, and if you postpone in­
definitely this bill and do away with 
your fishing department, what will 
btl the result? I have heard it said 
that these departments are all cor­
rupt, but I don't believe it; I think 
they are honest men. You do away 
with this department, the fisheries 
department, and I assure you that in 
less than a year there won't be a 
lobster to be obtained to put upon 
.your tables. 'When I went down to 
this department, at the time of the 
hearing, I was surprised to see one 
gentleman get up there and advocate 
tl\e abolishing of the whole sea and 
shore fisheries department. These 
fishermen who live along our coast 
have obtained their living from the 
ocean, and they.are great producers, 
and they should be protected. The 
entire committee were in favor of 
this bill, and if yOU turn it down you 
are going to say that we haven't in­
telligence enough and we haven't 
brains cnough to sift out the true 
and honest sentiment of the people 
of our State. I think the report of 
the committee should be accepted. 

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker, this is another bill in \vhich 
I have no particular personal inter­
est. In the very first days of thi:s 
session of the Legislature a pro­
phecy was· made by a certain gentle­
man in the State of Maine. At that 
time it was suggested that possibly 
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this Legislature might be a dash re­
actionary, that there might be a dif­
ference between constructive legisla­
tion and destructive legislation. Now, 
so far as this bill is concerned and so 
far as this commission is concerned, 
I hope that the report of the commit­
tee will be sustained, for I, as a mem­
ber of this Legislature, wish to qual­
ify in the ranks of the constructive 
element. 

The question being on the motion 
by Mr. Hinckley of South Portland, 
that the report of the committee, re­
porting "ought not to pass' be ac­
cepted, 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: ThE' Chair pre­
sents for consideration, Report of 
the committee on Education on Bill, 
An Act relating to the payment of 
flalaries of superintendents of 
schools, tabled pending acceptance of 
tne report of the committee on mo­
tion by the gentleman from 'Vind­
ham, Mr. Varney. The Chair will 
state that the report of the commit­
tee was "ought not to pass." 

Mr. VARNEY of 'Vindham: Mr. 
Speaker, I understood yesterday that 
this measure was tabled until next 
week, because there is another bill 
pending relative to this same matter, 
and upon the adoption or rejection of 
that depends this bill, and that is 
why I Wish to ha\'e it tabled. 

The report was again tabled and 
specially assigned for consideration 
on Wednesday of next week. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre­
sents for consideration Senate Doc. No. 
105, Bill, An Act to prevent the manu­
facture and exhibition of motion pic­
ture films depicting or involving 
cruelty or suffering of animals. tabled 
pending assig'lllnent for third reading, 
0n motion by the gentleman from Gar­
diner, Mr. Gardiner. 

On motion hy ?Ir. Gardiner. the bill 
l'"eceived its third reading and \vas 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion b,' Mr. Reed of Harmony, 
report Of committee on claims on Re-

solve to reimburse the town of St. 
Albans for overpaid tax, was taken 
from the table. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state the situation in regard to this 
measure. On March 11th, the House 
voted to accept the report of the com­
mittee, reporting "ought not to pass." 

Mr. Reed then moved that the vote 
of the House be reconsidered whereb,' 
it accepted the report of the commit­
tee reporting "ought not to pass." 

Mr. REED of Harmony: Mr. Speak­
er, this claim comes about by the town 
of St. Albans in the year 1915 returning 
to the State Treasurer the total amount 
of dogs inventoried that year instead 
of the correct amount of dogs li­
eensed, making a difference of $29.00. 
'The error was not discovered by the 
town of St. Albans until the following 
year, and they immediately got in cor­
respondence with the department here 
and had not got a final statement from 
the department of what was necessary 
until the year 1917, in which year 
there was a change officia lly and po­
litically in the department head. 'Vhile 
t.he matter was ctill under considera­
t.ion, the time for introduction of Hpe­
cial resolves had passed by; and 
again in 1919 the matter was brought 
to the attention of the representative 
from this district, but it was too late 
for the introduction of the resolve at 
t.hat time; and this year the matter 
comes before us again asking that the 
town be reimbursed in the sum of 
$29.00, which was the amount that 
they claim was overpaid, and which 
was conceded by the State Treasurer. 
I have been in that office and have 
looked over their files, and those files 
show this amount to be still due, and 
although it is a small matter to occupy 
the attention of this House, it is ap­
paren t to me that it is si mply a q ues­
lion of the "square deal." The town 
of St. Albans claims the amount, and 
tlle State. realizes and aclmowledges 
the amount to be due, and for that rea­

,SOn I move that the resolve be substi­
tuted for the report of the committee. 

The SPEAKER: The resolve pro­
vides that there be paid to the town 
of St. Albans the sum of $29.00, be­
ing the amount of tax collected on 
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dogs which was overpaid to tho State. 
And the gentleman from Harmony, Mr. 
Reed, now moves that the resolve be 
substituted for the report of the com­
mittee, reporting "ought not to pass." 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
The motion was agreed to, and the 

resolve "'as substituted for the report 
Of the commi ttee. 

Oil motion by :'IiI'. Murchie of Calais, 

Adjourn('d until ten o'clock tomor­
row lllorning. 




