
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Legislative Record 

OF THE 

EiglJ.tieth Legislature 

OF THE 

State of ,Maine 

AUGt:STA 
Kf:C:;\i::\EBEC JOURNAT~ PRI:'\T 

1921 



LEGISLc\.TIVE ngCORD-I-IOL1SE, ,L\NF"'l1Y 26, 1921 75 

HOUSE 

'Wednesday, Jan. 26, 1921. 

Tho House mot aoeording to ad­
journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayel' by the Rev. Mr. Kincaide of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

Senate Bills in First Reading 
Senate 16: An act to amend Sec­

tion 24 of Chapter 67 of tho Revised 
Statutes relating to certification of 
copies of wills by registers of probate 
to registers of deeds. 

The following bills, resolves and 
petitions were received and, upon 
l'ecommendation of the committee on 
reference 0 [' billS, were referred to 
the following committees: 

Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
By ;.vIr. Holley of No. Anson: Bill 

An act to puy the interest on and to 
pro\'id" a sinking fund for the war 
bonds and bonus bonds issued by the 
State of 2\Iaine. (500 copies ordered 
printed.) 

Judiciary 
By Mr. Viles, Augusta: Petition of 

Horace ,\V. Dunham of Portland and 
83 others in favor of act entitled 
"Absentee Voters' Franchise." 

By tho same gentleman: Petition 
of Horace P. Bond of Bangor and 35 
others in fuvor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition of 
A. R. Knight of Auburn and 54 others 
in favor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition of 
J. O. Ouellette of Lewiston and 21 
others in favor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition 
of Benjamin Jones of Auburn and 35 
others in favor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition of 
Frank B. Cummings of Portland and 
45 others in favor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition 
of Halbert P. Gardner of Portland 
and 16 others in favor of same. 

By the same gentleman: Petition of 

J. S. Fanar of Lisbon Falls and 40 
othel's in faYOl' of same. 

lly the same gentleman: Petition 
of Sumner T. Cobb of Auburn and 19 
others in fanH' of samc. 

Dy the same gentleman: Petition 
cf K C. Smith of Auburn and 47 oth­
('l'~ in f~lYOl' of san1C. 

By 1\Ir. Larrabee of Lewiston: Bill 
An act to amend an act granting a 
charter to the Alumni Association of 
Bates Collcgp. 

By IIlr. Gardiner of Gardiner: Bill 
An act l'l'qUil'illg political advertise­
ments to be signed. (300 copies or­
dered printed.) 

Dy ~\Ir. ,Ving of Auburn: Resolve 
autlHldzillg a calling of a Constitu­
tional Conypntion. (500 copies or­
dCl'pd printed.) 

Legal Affairs 
By 1\11'. Larrabee of Lewiston: Bill 

An act to authol'ize the city of Lew­
iE'ton to issue bonds. (Bill No.1) 
(1000 copies ordered printed). 

By the same gentleman: Bill An 
act to authorize the city of Lewis­
ton to issue bonds. (Bill No.2) (1000 
copies ordered printed.) 

Military Affairs 
By Mr. l\Iason of Ellsworth: Bill 

An act to amend Section 2 of Chap­
ter 264 of the Public Laws of the 
SpeCial Scssion, November 1919, re­
lating to the payment of a bonus to 
Maine World ,\Var Veterans. 

Ways and Bridges 
By Mr. Leighton of Dennysville: 

Resolve to aid the town of Edmunds 
in constructing a Great ,Vorks road. 

By the same gentleman: Resolve to 
aid Plantation No. 14 in repairing 
the West Ridge road. 

By Mr. Nickerson· of Swanville: 
Resolve in favor of the town of 
Swanville for the construction of a 
road. 

By the same gentleman: 
of selectmen of Swanville 
others in favor of same. 

Orders of the Day 

Petition 
and 28 

Mr. DOWNING of Bangor: I have 
a resolve to offer, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would 
suggest to the gentleman from Ban-
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gor, Mr. Downing, that in order to 
introduce this resolYe at this time it 
will be necessary to moYe that the 
rules of the House be suspended and 
the resolYe be introduced out of or­
der, the regular order being that such 
matters shall be deposited in the 
hopper, and go before the committee 
on reference of bills. 

The Legislature no,,' being sup­
plied with the LegislatiYe handbook, 
containing the rules, which by and 
large arc sufficient to govern the par­
liamentary practice here, the Speak­
er calls the at tention of the House to 
several rules. Xo. 6 of the joint rules 
requires particularly and specifical­
ly that the title shall show the pur­
port of the bill; and later in the ses­
sion gentlemen will be delayed be­
cause in the rush of business bills 
and resolves appearing not in form 
according to the rule will not be en­
tertained. The title on the back of 
every paper introduced in regular 
order should show the purport of the 
bill. Another rule is that it should 
have upon it the name of the member 
introducing it, and it is customary to 
add his town. 

Is it the pleasure of the House that 
the rules be suspended and the gen­
tleman from Bangor, Mr. Downing, 
be allowed to introduce a resolve out 
of order. 

The motion prcvailed and Mr. 
Downing introduced out of order a 
resol,'e appropriating money for the 
Good SCLInaritan HomE; Association of 
Bangor, ::\laine, for the care, medical 
and surgical treatment of maternity 
patients and their children, the re­
sources of whom and of whose re­
sponsible relatiYes arc insufficient to 
pay for the same. 

On motion by the same gentleman, 
the resolve was tabled. 

On motion by l\lr. Perham of Brag­
don it was yoted to take from the 
table House Document Xo. 27, an act 
to amend Section 3 and Section 10 of 
Chapter 173 of the Public Laws of 
1919, rf,1ating to registration of resi­
dent hunters, and on further motion 
])y tho same gentleman the hill was 
1"eferr('d to the commit:ee on Inland 
Fislwrics and Game. 

On motion by Mr. Smith of Skow­
hegan, it was yoted to take from the 
table House vvcument Ko. 23, an act 
to amend Chapter 350 of the Public 
Laws of 1915, relative to tIle hours of 
employment of women and minors; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill was rc-eommitted 
to the joint committees on labor and 
legal affairs. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Podland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take from 
the table report of the committee on 
legal affairs on bill an act entitled an 
act to amend Chapter 118, Section 8, 
relating to fees of jurors, and move 
that the bill be substituted for the 
report. 

T11e SPEAKER: 'With th'3 permis­
sion of the gentleman from So. Port­
land, the Chair will State that the 
bill sug,,;ests the addition of one dol­
lar per day for fees for jurors in at­
tendance upon Supreme Judicial and 
Superior Courts, and the report of 
the committee on I'egal affairs is that. 
t.he same ought not to pass. 'rhe gen­
tleman from So. Portlanel mo\'es the 
substitution of the bill for nee report 
a nd has the floor. 

Mr. ROUNDS: l\Ir. Speaker, I 
must correct the Speaker, as I 
2m not from South Portland-South 
Porlland won't 8\\'n me, and Portland 
doesn't want to lose me. I will say 
here that I thinl{ it no more than fair 
[!I1d that people are not going on 
there of their O\YIl free will. Their 
names aro drawn fro111 a jury box 
and they are taken away from their 
business, and three dollars a day will 
not pay their expenses away from 
home. I think it no more than fair 
that the jurors should be paid four 
clollars a day. Therefore, I will yield 
the floor to l\Ir. Bragdon of Perham. 

By Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Spcalwr, this is an unexpected honor. 
In my experience :lS a member of this 
House, I have ne,'er known the gen­
tleman from Portland (IIII'. Rounds) 
to yield to anyone b0fore. I feel a 
good deal as the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Rounds) has ex­
pressed that the pay of .iut'ors is in­
adequate. I feel, too, that. this is a 
session when salaries and fees should 
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not be raised indiscriminately; but 
in the case of the man who is drawn 
on jury duty it is somewhat diffcrent 
from the man who has gone out in 
the primaries and put in two or 
three months of his time in trying to 
get a nomination for an office that 
does not pay him for the time he de­
yotes to it, and it is also different 
from the situation of the man who 
moyes heayen and earth to get an 
appointment here in the State House. 

1 was unfortunate enough to haye 
a little experience as a juror last 
\yi nter. I sen'ed my county three 
\yecks, when the pay that I got did 
not pay my board; and while it 
might be a long time bcfore I will be 
called upon for similar service again, 
I have a littlc sympathy for the man 
\,:110 will do it in the future. I will 
sa~' that in our county we have a 
tej'm of court in September when 
farmers and business men-and busi­
ness men up there are all farmers­
are taken from their homes and 
sen'e upon the jury for three dollars 
a cla~' when they are paying from six 
to ten dollars a day for men to take 
tl1eil' places on the farms and are 
unable to be on hand to see what is 
being done. I cannot help feeling 
that four dollars a day is no more 
than a juror descl'Yes, and I hope 
that the motion of the gentle.man 
[rom Portland (Mr. Rounds) will pre­
\ ail. 

The SPlcAKER: The motion of 
tile gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Rounds, seconded by thc gentleman 
fJ'om Perham, Mr. Bragdon, is-

::'III'. DRF;,VSTER of Portland: JUl'. 
Speaker, as a member of the com­
mittee on legal affairs which con­
sidered this matter last week, trying 
to gpt as early action as w€ could in 
I'c'lation to matters which had been 
1'('fence! to us, wc naturally, I thinl" 
feel a fev.; qualms at having a unan­
'mOllS report re.iccted in this fashion. 
I should like time to consider the 
matter a little' furthel' with the mem­
hers of the committee and see how 
st"ongly we feel in the defense of our 
position. I accordingly would moye 
that this lie upon thc table. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion of the gentleman fl'om Port-

la nc!. :\11'. Bre\vster, that the report be 
tahkcl pr('\-ailed. 

::'II,'. ,VIXG of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
11100'e to take from the table, the 

bill relatiEg to increase of salary of 
the State Superintendent of Schools. 

Tlw SPEAKER: The Chair re-
grets to state that it has not yet re­
tm'ned from the printer, and is not 
j'O\" in the possession of the House. 

::'III'. ,YING: ,Vill the Chair enter­
tain a motion to refer it in accord­
anc." with the suggestion on the bill? 

TIle SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn (;\11'. Wing) moves that 
the bill or resolve, increasing the sal­
ary of the State Superintendent of 
Schools be taken from the table and 
rEferred to the committee on salaries 
ancl fees. 

The motion prevailed. 

::'III'. ,VI~G of Auburn~ Mr. Speak­
Cl·. I mOYe to take from the table the 
bll relating to the charter of the city 
of Au])m·n. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
inquire for what purpose? 

::'III'. ,VIXG: For the purpose of 
addressing a motion to re-consider. 

The SPEAKER: The same situa­
tion applies, and for that purpose the 
Cl1ai,· will entertain the motion. 

::'Ill'. ,Yl~G: I move that the House 
j'e-consider its yote whereby this bill 
to grant a new charter to the City of 
Aullllrn ,"as referred to the commit­
tee on legal affairs. 

A ,'iya voce yote being doubted, on 
moti01l by :'III'. ,Vinter of Auburn, a 
division of the House was called for. 

The SPEAKER: Those who are in 
fayor of re-considering the reference 
of the bill named to the committee on 
leg'a! affairs will arise and stand un­
til counted, and the monitors will re­
turn the count. 

::'lit·. ROUXDS of Portland: Mr. 
8peal,er, I do not think the members 
uIHh-'rscancl. 

'1'he SPE~"'-KER: The Chair, at the 
~uggestion of the gentleman from 
Portland. ;\[1'. Rounds, will again 
sug'gest that by due and j'egular par­
li~lnlt'ntary pro('ce(lings, ,ye are faced 
with a question as to whether a mo­
ti"n ma.k yvsierc1ay to rcfcr this par-
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ticular bill to one committee shall be 
re-considered, leaving it in the pow­
er of the House to re-commit it to 
that committee for amendment, refer 
it to any other committee, or any 
othel' purpose. The gcntleman from 
A uburn (Mr. Wing) moves re-con­
sideration. The Chair announced 
t11at it was carried, but the vote is 
doubted. A division by rising is sug­
gested. All those who are in favor 
of the motion of the gentleman from 
Auburn, Mr. Wing, will rise and the 
monitors will take the count. 

A division being had, 
Seyenty-five voting in the affima­

tive and 15 in the negatiYe, the mo­
tion preyailed. 

Mr. \VING: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the bill be referred to the com­
mittee on Judiciary. I wish to say to 
the members of the House that I am 
sure my colleague who introduced 
this measure and evidently suggest­
ed its reference, meant no personal 
affront to me, and I am sure that I 
have no personal interest in the mat­
ter so far as my very pleasant friend­
ships with the members of the com­
mittee on legal affairs are concerned; 
but this is a matter which concerns 
the town I represent, and I am sure 
that this House will do me the cour­
tesy to refer it to a committee of 
which I am a member. 

Mr. "WINTER of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, it certainly is a very great 
pleasure to testify to the very cor­
dial rE:lations existing between the 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Wing, 
and myself; but I wish to make a 
word of explanation. This bill to 
amend the charter of Auburn con­
templates two outstanding features. 
The matter has been discussed in 
Auburn, and some amendments have 
been prepared by a gentleman of high 
standing, Mr. Mansur of Auburn. He 
is backed in this proposition by a pe­
tition signed by over 1500 of the reg­
istered voters of Auburn. It was Mr. 
Mansur's wish that this bill might, if 
possible, be referrcd to the commit­
tee on legal affairs. Personally I 
have no knowledge why the request 
was made. This reference was made 
by your committee on reference, and 
it would appear to me that it would 

be courtesy to let this matter go 
before the committee on legal affairs. 

I wish to say further, for the infor­
mation of the members of the House 
that the real outstanding feature of 
this pl'Oposed amendment is the ref­
erendum. It is thc only thing that 
the 1500 and more voters of Auburn 
Clesire, an opportunity to vote. Per­
sonally, I haye a perfectly open mind 
on the matter and am willing to live 
in Auburn, and enjoy life and pros­
per under the present charter, or I 
am willing to live under the proposed 
Dmendment; but the outstanding fea­
tUre is that over 1500 registered vot­
ers desire the priVilege of voting on 
this referendum, and I wish it might 
be possible for it to go before the 
committee on Legal Affairs. 

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of 
th!, motion of the gentleman from 
Auburn, ::\11'. Wing, that this bill be 
referred to the committee on judici­
ary 'will say aye; contrary minded, 
no. 

A viva Yoce vot" being doubted, on 
motion by Mr. Winter of Auburn a 
diviSion of the House was had, 

Fifty-seven voting in the affirma­
tive and 24 in the negative the mo­
tion to refer the bill to the commit­
tee on judiCiary prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Crabtree of 
Island Falls, it was voted to take 
from the table bill an act to amend 
Section 66 of Chapter 16 of the Rc­
vised Statutes, to increase the school 
age limit, and on further motion by 
the same gentleman, this bill was re­
ferred to the committee on education. 

On motion by Mr. Crabtree of 
Island Falls, it was voted to take 
from the. table House Document No. 
28, bill an act to amend Section 35 
of Chapter 126 of the Revised Stat­
utes, relating to prohibiting business 
and recreation on Sunday; and on 
further motion by the same gentle­
man, the bill was referred to the 
committee on judiciary. 

Mr. CRABTREE of Island Falls: 
Mr. Speaker, I move to take from 
the table House Document No. 10, re­
solve to create a State Insurance· 



Fund, and wish to say in connection 
with this that this is a measure that 
came dO\\Jl to us from the last Leg­
islature. It was introduced by a gen­
tleman \\'ho is not no\v a nlember of 
either \)1'anch of this Legislature at 
the sugg'cstion of a gentleman now 
deceased, ~:\lld I do not learn that 
thcre is any call for the passage of 
this bill at the present time, and. 
therefore, I would further move that 
the further consideration of this bill 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: 'l'he gentleman 
from Island Falls, 1\11'. Crabtree, takes 
from the table resolve creating a 
State Insurance Fund and moves its 
indefinite postponement. As many as 
al'lc in f,n'or will say aye. 

1\11'. ::\IAHlcR of Augusta: 1\lr. 
Speaker, I !'ise at this time relative 
to this matter, not in any degree in­
terested one way or the other upon 
that particular bill; but it does oc­
cur to me that there is either a rule 
0[ the House, or a joint rule, that any 
definite action taken on any subject 
111aUer at one time becomes res ad­
jll(licata, and that anything pertain­
ing to that cannot ag'ain bc taken up 
during the session except by unani­
mous consent. I have heard it said 
that t11('l'P \\'as to be some State in-

sunlnce propoSition presented. I do 
not know whether that is so or not, 
tut if it is, it would scarcely be right 
at this time to indefinitely postpone 
this resolve and thereby preclude any 
llefinito constructive action relative 
10 the Pl'oposition later. Am I right, 
::\[1'. Speakel', with reference to the 
parliamentary slatus? 

The SPEAK1cR: It is assumed 
that the gentleman from Augusta, 
:\11'. ::\1aher, is always right. 

::.rr. ?IAHER: I do not think that 
i1 ought to be indefinitely postponed. 

Tlw SPEAKER: 'Vill the gentle­
man from Augusta (Mr. ::\1aher) make 
a motion? 

::'11'. ?IAH}'JR: 1\11'. Speaker, I move 
Tlwt it stay on the table. 

The motion prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Small of Brewer 
i l ,yas voted to take from the table 
The order relative to investigating ag­
l'icultural conditions; and on further 
motion by Mr. Hinckley of So. Port­
land, the orde!' received passage. 

On motion by ::\11'. Farnsworth of 
'~ll'ibou, 

~~djol1rned until 10 o'clock tomor-
1'.I\Y 111orning. 




