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SENATE 

Tuesday, November 4, 1919. 

In obedience to a call from the Gov­
ernor of the State, convening a spe·~­

ial session of the Legislature, senrt­
tors met in the Senate Chamber at 
the hour designated in the Proclama­
tion, being 10 o'clock in the forenoon, 
and were calle'- to order by the 
president. 

Prayer by Hev. A. A. 'Valch of Au­
gusta. 

Mr. GUHNEY of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, since the last convention 
of this body a very courteous gentle­
man who was our doorkeeper has 
passed out of this life. His memory 
to us will be chf:,racterized by that 
unfailing consideration and faithful­
ness to duty, which endeared him to 
us. 

While the Senate meets and is un­
der the necessity of filling this office, 
it gives me pleasure to present as 
candidate for tre position Mr. Mellen 
Tryon of Pownal, a former memb'3r 
of the other branch of the Legisla­
ture. Under suspension of the rules 
I make that nomination, and further 
mOVe that i'le secretary be instructgd 
to cast the balJot of the Senate for 
Mr. Tryon 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
secretary having performed the duty 
assigned to him, Mr. Tryon was de­
clarcd elected coorkeeper. 

By direction of the president the 
ProclamaticJn of the Governor W2S 

read by tI'e secretary, as follows: 

STATE OF MAINE 
A PHOCLAMA TION BY THE GOV­

EHNOH 

The People of the State by aa 
amendment to Article IX of the Con­
stitution 11ave authorized the Legis­
lature to issue bonds of the State to 
an amount not exceeding Ten Million 
Dollnrs for the purpose of continuing 
the construction nf our State High­
wny System and bUilding intrastate. 
interstate and internntional bridges. 
TIle United S' ates Government stands 
ready to contribute Two Million Dol-

lars immcdiately to aid in carrying 
out this highway program, if the 
State's noney can be made available. 
Construction of the Portsmouth-Kit­
ter~' Bridge awaits the required funds 
to be ad vanced by this State jointly 
with thl~ State of New Hampshire 
and the United States Government. 
These immediate demands for 
moneys, obtainable only from the sale 
of these State Highway and Bridge 
bonds, together with the necessity 
for legislation to make operative 
other Ccnstitutional amendments re­
cently a(iopted and to meet other Ul'­

gent denands of the people seem .0 

require the immedi::.,te consideration 
of the Legislature. 

IN CO'<SIDEHATION WHEREOF, 
I, Carl ::<::. Milliken, Governor of the 
State of Maine, by virtue of the 
power v(~sted in me by the Constitu­
tion, convene the Legislature of this 
State, hl~reby requiring the Senators 
and Hel'resentatives to assemble in 
their rE spective chambers at the 
capitol in Augusta on Tuesday, the 
4tb day of November, 1919, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon in order to re­
ceive such communications as mlY 
then be made to them, and to consult 
and detErmine all such measures dS 

in their judgmen~ will best promote 
the welfare of the State. 

IN T~STIMONY WHEREOF, I 
have hEreunto set my hand an-'l 
caused 1he seal of the State to he 
affixed. 
Done at Augusta, this 18th day Gf 

Octobe:: in the year of our Lor·i., 
1919, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the 144th. 

(Seal) 

Attest: 

CAHL E. MILLIKEN, 
By the Governor, 
FRANK W. BALL, 
Secretary of State. 

Roll Call 
The roll being called by the secre­

tary, thE' following named senators 
responded to their names: Messrs. 
Ames, Babb, Baxter, Butler, Chick, 
Cobb, Creighton, Davies, Dearth, 
Deering, Emerson, Folsom, Gannett, 
Googin, Gordon, Grant, Gurney, Hig­
gins, Le-.vis, Lord, Metcalf, Parent, 
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Peacock, Ricker, Stanley, Thombs, 
Thornton, Tuttle, Walker-29. Ab­
sentees: Messrs. Clement and Holt 
-2. 

The President declared a quorum 
present. 

On motion by Mr. Ames of Wash­
ington, it was 

Ordered, that a message be con­
veyed to the House of Representa­
tives informing that body that a quo­
rum of senators is present for the 
consideration of such business as 
may come before it.' 

The secretary conveyed the mes­
sage and subsequently reported that 
he had conveyed the message with 
which he was charged. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, 
it was 

Ordered, that a message be sent 
to His Excellency, the Governor, in­
forming him that in obedience to his 
proclamation a quorum of senators is 
assembled in the Senate chamber for 
the consideration of such business 
that may come before it. 

The Chair appointed Senator Deer­
ing to convey the message. The sen­
ator retired and subsequently re­
ported that he had delivered the mes­
sage with which he was charged. 

On motion by Mr. Thombs of Pe­
nobscot, it was 

Ordered, that a message be sent 
to the House of Representatives pro­
posing a convention of both branches 
of the legislature. forthwith in the 
hall of the House, for the purpose 
of receiving a communication from 
His Excellency, the Governor, and 
for the election of an executive coun­
cilor. 

The secretary conveyed the mes­
sage and subsequently reported that 
he had delivered the message. 

Mr. BAXTER of Sagadahoc, pre­
sented the following order and moved 
its passage: 

Ordered, the House concurring, 
that free telephone service be pro­
vided for each member of the Senate 
and House to the number of 25 calls 
from Augusta to points within the 
limits of the State of Maine, and that 
each member of the Senate and 

House be provided with a non-trans­
ferable card or coupon book to be 
certified to by the Secretary of State 
01' his deputy. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, 
this order was indefinitely postponed. 

Message from the House 
A message was received from the 

House conveyed by the clerk, inform­
ing the Senate that a quorum of that 
body was present and ready to trans­
act business. 

And a further message informing 
the Senate that the House concurred 
with the Senate in the proposition 
for a joint convention. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 
Hall of the House for the purpose of 
hoWing a joint convention. 

IN CONVENTION. 

(The President of the Senate in 
the Chair.) 

Mr. GURNEY of Cumberland: Mr. 
Chairman, I move that a committee 
be appointed to wait upon the Gov­
ernor and inform him that the two 
branches of the Legislature are in 
convention assembled to receive SUCh 
message as it may please him to pre­
sent to us. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
Chair appointed as such committee, 
the senator from Cumberland, Sena­
tm· Gurney, the senator from Aroos­
took, Senator Emerson, the senator 
from Hancock, Senator Ricker, the 
representative from Brewer, Repre­
sentati,'e Sm~lll, the representative 
fl'cm Ellsworth. Representative Ma­
son, the representative from East­
port, Judge Pike, the representative 
from Searsport, Captain Colcord, the 
representative from Bangor, Mr. 
O'Leary. 

Subsequently, Senator Gurney of 
the committee reported that the 
committee had performed the duty 
with which it was charged and that 
the Governor would immediately pre­
sent himself before the convention. 

The report wa~ accepted, 
The CHAIRMAN: The chair de­

sires to say that there seems to be 
quite a complaint on the part of the 
mem bel'S of the House especially and 
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some on the part of the Senate that 
the usual weather conditions did not 
obtain at our visit to this special 
session. The Chair desires to call at­
tention to the fact tnat we are now 
having the snowstorm that we usu­
ally h:lve when we assemble on the 
first vVednesday in January. 

The Governor and suite then en­
tered the hall of the House of Repre­
sentatives and the Governor commu­
nicated with the joint convention by 
address as fonows: 

Gentlemen of the Seventy-ninth 
Legislature: 

You have been summoned to eon­
sider various important public ques­
tions which seem to require legisla­
tive action. These subjects are sub­
mitted without prejudice to any oth­
er matters which may appear to you 
to merit your attention at this spe-
cial session. . 

Vacancy in the 6th Councilor District 
It is my sad duty to announce to 

you the death of Hon. Norman H. 
Fay, member of the Executive Coun­
cil from the 6th Councilor district. 
His genuine worth and many lovable 
qualities won the respect and affec­
tion of all whose privilege it was to 
be associated with him. His ripe 
business judgment and conscientious 
devotion to the interests of the peo­
ple made him an exceplionally val­
uable public servant. It is your duty 
to elect a successor for the balance 
of thc term. 

Federal Equal Suffrage Amendment 

The secretary of State will trans­
mit to you the official notification 
n,at Congress of the United States 
has proposed for ratification by the 
LegislatUt'es of the several states an 
amendment to the Federal Constitu­
tion granting equal suffrage to wo­
men. 

The Supreme Judicial court of 
Maine in a recent advisory opinion 
rolative to a referendum on the so­
called prohibitory amendment stated 
with admirable clearness and force 
that a Federal Constitutional amend­
ment proposed by Congress for rati­
fication by the State Legislature can-

not be s ~bmitted to referendum voa 
of the p,~ople of the State. 

Nor is there any serious reason for 
such a "ote in the case of the suf­
frage amendment. The Referendum 
is a ver:r important and valuable 
safeguarj against possible invasion 
of the rL,hts of the people by unwise 
acts of L Legislature. But it is dif­
ficult to imagine how the granting of 
suffrage to women can be in any 
sense an invasion of anybody's 
rights. [t is true that some conser­
vative ,"omen shrink from the re­
sponsibility of suffrage, but in the 
event of the adoption of the amend­
ment, no compulsion will be exer­
cised up:m them. They will not be 
r('quil'ed to vote unless they wish to 
do so. 

On th,~ other hand, many women 
do desir., the privilege of suffrage; 
many others are willing to accept 
the respc.nsibility, if it is placed upon 
them. Vlith equal suffrage a fact in 
the progJ'essive nations of the Old 
"\Vorld, and in many states of the 
Union, ,\ith special sessions of State 
Legislate res being called for the 
ratification of this amendment, with 
ratification accomplished in eighteen 
of the more progressive and popu­
lous states of the Union and denied 
in only three of the states that have 
thus far voted, every remaining State 
Legislature ought promptly to act 
upon the, proposed Federal amend­
ment so that, if the verdict of the 
requisite thirty-six states be favora­
ble, thos'~ women who are willing to 
exercise the right of suffrage may 
do so in 1920. 

It is not a question how many wo­
men are now asking the right of suf­
frage. Many who are now reluctant 
C·l oppose·d will, when the time comes, 
accept t:1e responsibility cheerfully. 
Public opinion is fast coming to the 
point of according equal suffrage to 
women as a matter of right. If only 
one woman in Maine wants to vote, 
she ought to have the chance. 

Th" suggestion that your action 
should a",\'ait the referendum on the 
presidential suffrage act passed at 
your regl1lar session seems to me to 
be un sou nd. Such a vote could only 
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be advisory, and even if it had been 
possible to conduct a special election 
before this time and get a full ex­
pression of the popular will regard­
ing the presidential suffrage, this ad­
vice would still be of doubtful value 
as to the Federal amendment. It is 
well known that the cleavage of 
opinion is not the same upon the two 
questions. Some who favor presi­
dential suffrage oppose full suffrage, 
and some who advocate full suffrage 
reject presidential suffrage as a 
make-shift. Neither is the division 
line identical between the advocates 
and opponents of Federal and of 
State suffrage. 

No general spontaneous popular 
protest against the presidential suf­
frage act has been apparent. The 
fact that a group of active canvass­
ers secured ten thousand signatures 
to a referendum petition on presi­
dential suffrage should not be al­
lowed to delay your ratification of 
the Federal amendment. 

Bond Issue for Roads and Bridges 
The overwhelming vote by which 

the people endorsed the constitutional 
amendment authorizing further 
bonded indebtedness for the con­
struction of roads and bridges shows 
plainly their desire that the furthet· 
necessary steps to make the money 
available be taken without undue de­
lay. Three standing committees of 
the legislature at a recent informal 
confet·ence dl·afted bills which will 
make available the necessary funds 
for the constl"llction between now and 
the legislative session in 1921. I 
commend these bills to your favora­
ble consideration. 

The Granville Bill 

The so-called Granville bill which 
provides for special aid to town roads 
not now included in the state road or 
state aid program was referred to 
this special session for consideration. 
This bill embodies a valuable sug­
gestion which may well be worked 
ouL in the near future in order that 
state aid program was referred to 
roads may increase along with the 
rapid increase in the state and fed­
eral aid construction program. I 

urge you to bear in mind however 
that during 1920 a great strain will be 
put upon the organization of our 
Highway Department. The amount 
of new construction proposed for 
that one year is several times greater 
than has been undertaken in one 
year before. At the best we shall 
find serious difficulty in securing the 
necessary men and material to com­
plete the federal aid roads for which 
funds will be available. In these 
circumstances it seems to me unwise 
to attempt in the year 1920 the 
amount of additional detail and 
supervision which a proper organi­
zation of the plan suggested in the 
Granville bill would certainly in­
volve. 

Peaks Island Water Supply 
There can be no doubt that in­

sufficient or uncertain water supply 
for a community as large as the sum­
mer colony at Peaks Island con­
stitutes a grave public emergency. 
After a careful investigation by the 
Public Utilities Commission I am 
convinced that further legislative au­
thority is probably necessary to as­
sure the people of Peaks Island an 
adequate supply of pure water for 
domestic purposes. I therefore urge 
you to take such action as may Eeem 
appropriate after a study of the facts 
which will be presented to the proper 
joint standing committee. 

Bonus for Service Men 
Maine yields to no other state in 

the desire to show appreciation of 
the courage and devotion of the sol­
diers, sailors and marines who served 
in th· war with Germany. Almost 
alone among the states, we have 
made a generous provision for the 
dependents of service men. This aid 
has been granted to nearly seven 
thousand families in about 350 dif­
ferent cities and towns and in some 
cases has amounted to more than a 
thousand dollars for a single family. 
Under the new law which you wisely 
passed at the regular session aid will 
be continued as long as the necessity 
exists in the case of the dependent 
relatives of soldiers, sailors and 
marines killed in the service. 

Considerable sentiment is apparent 
among our people for further recog-
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nition of service men by payment of a 
cash bonus, Five states have so far 
taken such action. In each instance 
the money has been raised by some 
form of borrowing and is to be re­
funded later by some form of special 
or increased regular taxation. Such 
action is not possible under the con­
stitution of l\1aine. 'Without an 
amendment to the constitution we 
could only raise the necessary funds 
by direct taxation and the money 
could not be paid until it is actually 
received, not sooner than Jan. 1, 
1921. 1"01' a bonus of $100 to each 
service man nearly $3,000,000 would 
be ]"~quired. This would mean a poli 
tax of $15 or a property tax of more 
than five mills or a combination of 
the two, all to be collected during the 
year 1920. 

Confel'ence among those interested 
has developed the opinion that it is 
unwise to propose so large a tax bur­
den in one year. A committee of the 
American Legion has therefore 
framed a resolve for a constitutional 
amendment and a bill providing the 
machinery for making the money 
avail"ble if the resolve is adopted by 
the people. The constitutional 
amendment provides for an extension 
of our debt limit to allow the issu­
ance of $3,000,000 of bonds for the 
PUI'pose of providing bonuses for 
service men. It is proposed that the 
vote be taken at the regular election 
in 1920. [f the amendment is adopt­
ed the money can be made available 
pro])a))ly sooner' than by any othel' 
possible method and this plan has the 
turth01' merit of allowing the people 
to ('XjJl'CSS thcmbclves upon the ques­
tion at the polls. I recommend the 
pa~sag'e of the re801\'e and the ac­
conlpallying aet. 

Armistice Day Holiday 
There is a wides~,reac1 sf'ntimen t 

an1( ng l U~' peol)le for ~ orne a:.propr ate 
obseryancp of the annh'erS3.l'Y of the 
armistico wh'ch ended hostilities bc­
tWlen He Allies and the Im]lerial Gcr-
1118.,11 Goyernment. Decau.::e of the filC~ 

t1~at yOll \vere to meet in session th's 
week I have thought it wise to defer 
maki'1g nn l)rodamaticn ul1cn the sub­
.iect nnt'l you shoull have had the op­
rortunit~ to ,'xp"ess ~'oun'eh·e;. 1 re,'-

om mend I hat you take such action as 
may seem to yon advisable for fittinK 
obsenanc, of Tues.lay, Nov. 11th, as 
Armi tice day. 

Income -rax Constitutional Amend­
ment 

The great inequality in our present 
taxation "ystem is the condition under 
which a large amount of intangible 
property, probably more than the two 
h n red nli~Iic n·.;:, eSf'apes state and mu­
ric pal tm,ation altogether. Party plat­
ferms ha\e habitually though more or 
less va'!\lE Iy declared for the ccrrection 
cf th's in,-uotiee which lays an unequal 
,hare of the ioxation burden UjlOn real 
est dote anll other tangible property. A 
rfcent ammdment to the state constitu­
tin"] ma,l e possihle one method of cor­
recting th is ,tate of things, the metho'l 
ot a pecial flat rate On snch property. 
Tl-e tr w1 of thol'ght at TTesent is how­
ever (ist'r ctly towards the other of the 
two m-thorls available, namely, a state 
ir:('ome ta:c At the TB.f!ular se~sion yOU 
direetec! L special jOint committee' to 
invest'gat" this suhject and propose 
legislation at the next regular session. 
The mem',ers of this committee after 
confe'eneE and study of the subject 
have addoed me informally that thev 
exnect to recommend to the next legi;­
l:ltur':? S' rre ferm of income tax Jaw. I 
a::."sume that Pllch a law would contai~ 
n. prov~sio 1 for the return of a consid­
erable share of the revenue collccte:l 
(0 the ri'i"s and towns from which the 
taxes are rai-l. It would thus be a re-
3..'l,iustmf'n·: of the burden of taxatio~ 

reslllting ill tl e partial relief of tangibl" 
propcrty r n<1 in the long run woull 
(end (0 decrease the propertv tax raL, 
in the citi?s anil towns. . 

I am advipeel th'lt such legislation wiII 
rcquire a fnrther amendment to th" 
conoctitution. The details can be wnrkecl 
out of course by the next legislatur2 
after the enmmittee's recommendations 
l~ave been fullr C'on~idpred but I SU,£,'­

gest that i1 view of the evic'ent npcf'spity 
0:' a constitutional amel1(lment in order 
to make any form o~ income tax pcs~i­
l'le, you refer the subject to the peopk 
to be Votfer] on in September. 1920. in 
order thot, ,'the action of the peopk 
ig favorable the CJmmntee's recomrr,en­
daticns ma~T 1'e considered at t:le regu­
lar ,es ion in 1921. 
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High Cost of Living 
Even a cursory study of the conditions 

contributing to the pre3ent high cost 
of Ii,;' g makes it clear that no com­
plete remedy is possible by rhetoric or 
by acts of legislatUl'es, In the ma'n 
the situation is the result <;>f the op2ra­
tion of economic laws that are as inex­
orable as the law of gravitation, 
World-wide inflation and consequent 
cheapening of currency, world shorta e 
of some of the necessaries of life, indus 
trial unre,t and idleness restricting pro­
duction, and an unprecedented satur­
nalia of extravagance in expend'ture; 
these are the chief basic causes, all ot 
them evidently beyond the reach .. f 
legi lation, Nothing but a return of th", 
old-fa hil.ned virtues of industry anJ 
flugali,y will solve the problem. Wd 
m'st produce more than we consume, 
save part of what we earn, be willing 
to rely fOl' the reward of service UpOIt 
the worth of the serv}ce itself, and not 
upon artiflcial combinations or re­
straints b< fore we can greatly reduce' 
the hi'~h cos' of living, 

But state and national governments 
have a proper function to perform in 
this cc..nnecl:.lOll. That function is to re­
stra'n unfa"r or unreasonable practices 
in the d'stribution of the necessities of 
life which lend to widen the gap be­
tween the price which the producer re­
ceives and the price that the consumer 
paye, At my request the attorney 
general has made a careful stud" of 
the subject a,1(l has \'"eported to me that 
we have no effective laws in Maine fo!' 
dealing with such practices if the" 
should 1:e found to exist. After confer· 
ence w:lh the attorney general of th~ 

Un'ted States and with the attornev 
generals of many states and examIna­
tion of existing and proposed laws up­
on the sub,'ect, including the federal law 
just racsed, he has prepared two acts 
which I think furnioh a suitable work­
ing basis for legislation such as the 
people >"ightly expect of you, It is not 
the intent'on of such laws to interfere 
with tl'e prorer and reasonable manage­
ment of any bus'ne<s, nor to undertake 
any pri'ce-fixing or other attempted in .. 
tf'rference with the economic laws 
wh'ch govern trade and markets. I 
heart,l:' cone"r however with the sug .. 
gesticn of the a'torney general of tha 

United States that each state ought to 
have a reasonable and proper law re­
straining ~nfair and unjl.st pract CeS in 
the distr,buting of the necessities of 
life. 

The GOVernor and suite then re­
tired 8mid applause. 

MR. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, members of the joint 
convention: The Governor but a 
moment ago alluded very eloquently 
to the only sad thing connected with 
this otherwise very joyous reunion 
of the official family of the State of 
:vraine. I knew in his lifetime 
Councilman Fay well enough to 
know that i1.l1Y eulogy from any 
member of the Legislature or friend 
of his would be obnoxious to him. 
The State has lost an honored and 
valued citizen, the county of Penob­
scot has lost a staunch and loving 
friend, 'and I can say in one brief 
sentence what to my mind expresses 
his true worth: Those who knew 
Councilor Fay best loved him most 
And while we pause a moment out 
of reverence and respect for his 
memory, it is necessary for us to 
turn in the next to another duty 
that devolves upon us in the election 
of his successor. As is customary 
in such matters, the Penobscot dele­
gation last evening met in confer­
ence and \vere unanimous in the 
choice for your consideration this 
morning of one of Penobscot's valued 
and honored citizens, and I am very 
happy to say to you that the Penob­
scot delegation is unanimous in rec­
ommending for your consideration 
this morning and for your confirma­
tion and election to the sixth coun­
cilor district a man whom we in 
Penobscot honor exceedingly for his 
worth as an upright citizen. Many 
of you already know him, since he 
has served in both branches of this 
Legislature, and it was my good for­
tune during the period of the war to 
become very intimately acquainted 
with him in his work upon the local 
exemption board in that part of 
Penobscot in which he lives, and I 
there found him more faithful, if 
that could possibly be, than ever in 
the discharge of those onerous duties 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATlj, NOVEMBER 4, 1919 9 

that devolved upon him, and I feel 
that I am considerate in saying to 
you and asking you to accept and 
confirm the nomination of the Hon. 
George \V. Stearns of Millinocket 
as the councilor from the sixth 
councilor district of Maine. I am 
asking you to do this as the spokes­
man of the unanimous sentiment of 
the Penobscot delegation, and rec­
ommend his name for your consid­
eration and request your confirma­
tion of our choice 

Mr. President, may I move that 
the secretary of this convention cast 
a ballot for Hon. George W. Stearns 
as councilor from the sixth coun­
cilor district. 

The motion was agreed to, the sec­
retary cast the vote of the conven­
tion, and the Chairman declared 
Hon. George W. Stearns duly elected 
councilor f)'om the sixth councilor 
district. 

On motion by M)·. Deering of York 
the secretary notified Councilor-elect 
George ,V. Stearns of his election. 

MI'. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Chairman, I move that the Hon. 
George \V. Stearns receive a message 
as Councilor-elect, informing him 
that this <convention is assembled 
and ready to administer to him the 
oaths qualifying him to serve in the 
office to which he has been elected 
as required by law. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
Chair appointed Mr. Barnes of Houl­
ton as such committee. 

Thereafte)' the GovernOl' and suite 
came in accompanied by Councilor­
elect George W. Stearns who took the 
oaths necessary to qualify him to 
enter upon the discharge of his of­
ficial duties. 

The Governor and suite then re­
tired. 

Mr. DEARTH of Penobscot: Mr. 
Chairman. I present and move the 
passage of the following order: 

Oroered, that a message be sent to 
the Governor. informing him of the 
elect'on of George 'V. Stearns of Mil­
linocket as councilor for the rem8inoer 
of the politicc.! years 1919 and 1920. 

The motion was agreed to and tha 

Chair appointed Senator Dear~h to con­
vey the message. 

S~bseq, entI:, Senator Dearth report. 
ed as f,,!lows: You~ committee has 
performed the dl'ty with which it was 
charged lnd beg:_ leave to re)ort that 
his EXCE lIeney after recovering from 
his great surprise, eX'Tessed J imsef as 
le'ng perccc:!y delightd. (Applause,) 

The CHAIRMA='J: Members of the 
joint coy.'lenlion of tile 79th Legisla­
ture, we are abo1.<t to dissolve this 
eonven tien to retire to our respectht/~ 

cilamter-.: Before doing so I am go­
ing to craVe your indulgence to say 
to you for ancl in behalf of the Sen­
ate an'l lnyself, as itr.: presiciing officer, 
t"at we '1ave been delighted with the 
coertes'ef: :'ou hal'e cxtendei! l'S dur'n.'l' 
this SeSSi0TI and the regular sessioJ.1. 
I personally want tc say that it haR 
gi"en mE a great deal of pleasure to 
serve in the 79th Legislature with you 
meml-ers of the House. and do you 
knew trat I have become attached to 
everyone of you personally and in­
elividually. I feel :00 mightv highly 
ronared to be associated with that 
prince of American gentlemen, th" 
Sreal,er "f the Fouse 

(The Ccrnvrntion arose am'd long an,j 
C'ontinue<'l ap'J1ause, anrl on motion by 
Mr. Wal-{:er of Somers:::t three cheers 
were g'v"" for Speaker Farrington. \ 

Dl'ring an our association, in the 
trying days of the regular session, and 
somewhat of this Fession, we have 
worked L1 perfect a ccord, and if the 
resul s of tbis Legislature are to be 
well spoken of. it is tbe feel'ng tbat 
we both bave had, that we had the 
entire co-operation of the members of 
the Legi lature. 

The'," clos'ng days and closing hour3, 
ani! particularly this last-probably-· 
joint cor vention of the 79th Leg'ph­
ture. is tinged with a bit of sadnesS 
from the fact that we must soon sep­
arate anrl go to our >!everal homes t'J 
pur ,ue Ol1r vocations in life. But, gen· 
tlemen, E,S we gO forth from here. let 
us pach one resolve in his own heart 
to Hve, Rct, and do such things a..~ ar!' 
br fi'ting a ]00 per cent. American gen­
tleman. (Applause.) 

The pu 'poses for which this conven .. 
tlon was called having been accom-
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lll'she<1, tHe Senate will retire to its 
chamber. 

'1 he. eupGn the Senate retired. 

IN "l;;.'\A'lE 

Cornrnunica io ... s from the Execuciv0 
and he .. us 0, ue"artments: 

DEP~cCR'l'.\"K1\T OF STATl;; 
SLATl;; OF MAINE 

AUo u0la, Nov. -1, 1919 
To the Pr~side~lt of tHe '::)enate: 

1 herewitn .. an _mL .. tile atta~l1ed COffi­
muniea[iGn W1LCh will be self explana­
tory. 

Res~ectfullJ yours, 
(Signea) FHA.'JK W. HALL, 

Secretary of State. 

CO-"L\.lAN Dl;;RY -1.'\ -CHIEF 
SO~,S uF VETl;;"A.'JS, C. S. A, 

September 24, j919. 

To the Sel,ate, 
S,aL.: lIf Maine. 

Genllcme.d: 
1 ha,e the honor by diredion of the 

Thirty-ei~h,h Ann~al Encampment of 
the Comma.,(lery-in-Ch.e[ Suns of Vet· 
elans, U. S. A., h,lll at Columbus, 0 .. 
September 8-11, 1919, to certify to you 
anJ L.e Le".slaturo of your Stale th,) 
una" mcus ad pelon of the [ollowing­
"Dec la ation of the Suns of Veterans, 
U. g. A." 

Very respectfully, 
H. H. HA-"DIEH. 
National Seclctaq'. 

The Sons of Veterans, U. S. ,\" hein', 
the (e8cen:~ants of the Unjon ~:olcliers 

and ,ailors of the Civil 'iVaI', organize!l 
at c:vic body fer n1ctl1Y years to l1er 
retuate the memory of their fathers' 
srrv·ce al:d ~ ac: ificf's for the preser 
ya:i,m of the Union and to inculca(, 
the principles of patriotism and love 
of country, do declare: 

'l'hat the order will, to the l'mit of 
its power and influence, vigorously op­
!Jose all B'lshevik movements and ten­
(lencie", ald all effor Is that make fOl' 
the destruct'on or impairmeC1t of Jur 
constituticnal Union. 

Tl'at we d~:nHnd of all citizen" "n" 
hundred per cent. Anlericanism. 

Tr'at "-1(' c;:'Il uron Con!.!ress to pro 
vide neces<ary laws for the deporta· 
tion of all unregenerate ali'?lls. anI! 

those who <10 not on :;00<1 faith see~~ 

to become ciLzens. 

That we insist upon the energetic en· 
forcement of these laws by the execu-
1h'e branch of the government. 

Tl',at we telieve theit Congre.'s shouh1 
forthwith caUS0 to be made an exten­
sive and eXhaustive mvestigation of the 
causes of social unrest in all part'i 
of the country, and h~\'ing ascertained 
the caeses, then to provide the reme­
dies that will restore the peace and 
happiness of the whole people under 
unaltered American institutions. 

To the accom!JILhment of the fore­
~oing the Sens of Veterans, U. S. A., 
he'eby rlerlge the un,worving and loyal 
effor:s of their entire mrm11erslJip; ane.: 
express their willingness to co-operate 
with all other patriotic organizations 
actuated by similar motives. 

This ordet· fUl'thf'rmore offers the 
Government the service of its na­
tion-wide organi7,ation with its in­
fluence in affiliated orders and social 
circles to distribute any propaganda 
of Americanism which mny be au­
thorized to combat all movements 
which could raise the red fla~ of 
anarchy, or which are treasonable or 
suhversive of free democracv as 
handed down by the founders of this 
Hepublic. 
(Seal) 

Placed 011 file. 

DEI'A RTJ\IE~T OJ<' ST.\TE 
STATE OF' l\IAI~E 

~\l1gusta, NovE'mbet' 4, 1919. 
'I'o the President of the Senate and 

the Speaker of the House of F:ep­
resentatives: 
H,' direction of His Excellency, the 

Goverllor, T imve the honor to trans­
mit herewith a communication re­
ceived at the Executive Department 
from the .\.cling- Sect'etal'Y of State 
of the Fnited StatE's, umler date of 
June 1~, 1919, enclosing a cel'tifted 
cop,' of a Resolution to CongTesS en­
titled, ".Joint Resolution pl'Oposing an 
;;mendment to the Constitution ex­
tc>ndillg the right of suffrage to wo­
men," the text of which resolution 
is as follows, to wit: 

"Resoh'ed b;l' the Spnate and House 
of Hcpresentatives oj' the United 
States of America in Congrpss as­
sembled (two-thirds of each Hons0 
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concurring therein), that the foliow­
ing article is proposed as an am,md­
ment to the Constitution, which shall 
be valid to all intents and pLHposes 
as part of the constitution when rati­
lied by the Legislatures of th,ee­
fOUl'ths of the several states. 

'AHTICLE ---

'The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or 
abl'idged by the United ;';tates or by 
any state Oil account of sex. 

'Congress .shall have po\ver to en­
[orce thiS ;trticle by appropl'iate leg­
islation.' " 

ltespectfully yours, 
FH.\NK ,V. R\LL, 

Secretary of State. 

The commnnication \vith accom­
panying papers \\ as placed on file. 

:\11'. FOL;';OM of Romel'set: :\11'. 
1 'I'esident, I move that the rules be 
suspl'ndcd that I may introduce a 
resolve out of order. 

Thf' 1111)Linn "\-';'-<1."-; ngTC'cd to :JnJ 
the same senator introduced the fol­
lowing I'('solve and moved its imme­
diate pa~;sage: 

Itesoh'e ratifying a proposed 
amendment to the Constitution to 
the Ullited States extending the 
right of suffrage to women. 

Mr. FOLSO:\!: Mr. President, on 
this resolve I move that when the 
vote be taken it be taken by the yeas 
and nays. 

l\!r. Al\IER of ,Vashington: Mr. 
President: I move that this meas­
ure be referred to the next Leg­
islature, Last winter a suffrage bill 
was presented in the Senate. I of­
fered an amendment that the meas­
ure be referred to the votcrs of 
l\[aine. The referendum was denied 
by the Legislature, but within the 
time spccified by the Constitution the 
people took the matter in their own 
hands and demanded a referendum, 
and enough signers and two or three 
thousand to spare were obtained and 
properly filed with the Secretary of 
Statc. 

'l'hat the suffrage question could 
properly be invoked was submitted to 
the Supreme Court by the Governor. 
That body by unanimous decision 

said it was a lawfUl and proper 
question [or the voters to act 01'1. If 
this Legislature had accepted my 
amendment last winter the question 
of equal suffrage would have been 
acted on last ;';eptemlJer and the 
(IUestion settled one way or the 
othel'. 

The bill now before us if passed 
by this Legislature will nullify thc 
referendum on the suffrage question 
now awaiting the action of the voters 
of Maine, 

It matters not, the action of \Vis­
consin or any of the states that have 
l'utilied the Anthony amendment. 
Some of them were already in the 
equal suffrage ranks, but I don't 
know of a single state that has a 
I'eferendum awaiting the action of 
thc votel s. 

It has heen argued that this is not 
the same measurc as acted on last 
\\~intcl'. It matters not whether it 
is gowned in a hobble skirt or an 
evening JI'ess; it is the same old 
gil'i. 

It was nullification of the law that 
nearl,' causcd the hanging of l\Iayor 
Smith of Omaha. 

It was nullification of their oath 
of office that the policemen left Puri­
tanical Boston without guardianG of 
the peace. 

It iJeh()l)ves us as legislators to act 
'coolly and judiciously on all matters. 
and I fol' one am opposed to doing 
any act to nullify any law in OUl' 
Constitut. on. 

You may want equal suffrage, but 
nullification never. 

l\lr. FOLSOM: Mr, President, and 
fellow senators, I do not care to take 
any tinle this nlol'ning in discussing 
the question of equal suffrage, That 
qu<'stion :,as been long discussed and 
tllere is not a member of this Senate 
but had his mind made up on suf­
frnge lonr;, long ago. I think the po­
sition of those who are friends of 
suffrnge WOlS finely voiced by the 
Go,rerncr this morning in his ad­
dress. 

I trust this motion to indefinitely 
postpone will not be carried. 

The, P li.ESIDE='J'I': The Chair will 
state fm' the inf();:,mation of the sen­
<Ltor that the motion of the senator 
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from Washington was not to indefi­
nitely postpOlce. 

The pending question before the 
Sen2.te is on the motion of the sen­
ator from Scmcrset that this resolve 
be 8dopted and that the vote be tak­
en by the yeflrs and nays. A II those 
in favor of calling the yeas and nays 
will rise and stand until counted. 

A sufficient number having ar'sen 
the "ecretary called the roll. Those 
voting yes were Messrs. Babb, Bax­
ter, Butler, Cobb, Davies, Dearth. 
Deering, Emerson, Folsom, Gannett, 
Googin, Gordon, Grant, Gurney, Hig­
gins Lewis, LOl'd, Metcalf, Parent, 
Peacock Stanley, Thornton, Tuttle, 
Walker-24. Those voting no were 
Messrs. Ames, Ch'ck, Creighton, 
Ricker Thcmbs-5. Absentees: 
Messrs. Clement and Holt. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, may I make a statement 
(f one sentence? I desired to have my 
vote recorded no for the sole reflson 
that 1 believe this matter should be 
referred to the people of the State 
of Maine. 

Twenty-four senators baving voted 
yes the motion was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Peacock of 
Washington, it was 

Ordered, the House concurring, 
that the business of the last session 
of the Legislature which was re­
ferred to this special session of the 
Legislature be taken from the file~ 

and placed before the Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Gannett of Ken­
nebec, it was 

Ordered, that beginning November 
5 and daily during the present ses­
sion eVery member of the Senate be 
furnIshed with a copy of the Kenne­
bec .Tournal, and that a copy be 
furnished to the several employes of, 
this session. 

On motion by Mr. Walker of Som­
erset, it was 

Oroered, that Fred W. Lee of Au­
gusta be apPClinted official reporter 
of the :"enate for the special s8ssion. 

On motion by Mr. Ricker of Han­
cock, it was 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate be directed to invite the cler­
gymen of Augusta, Hallowell and 
Gardiner to officiate as chaplains of 
tho Senate durmg the present ses­
sion of tl18 Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Folsom of Som­
erset, it was 

Ordered, that the Senate hold one 
session daily commencing at 10 
o'clock in the forenoon until other­
wise ordered. 

On motion by Mr. Grant of Cum­
berland, it was 

Ordered, that 150 copies of the 
Journal of the Senate of the pre­
sent special session be printed and 
bound undel' the direction and sup­
ervision of the Secretary of the Sen­
ate and that each member and of­
ficer be furnished one copy, and the 
balance to be deposited with the 
State Librarian for exchange pur­
poses. 

On motion by Mr. Babb of Cum­
berland. it was 

Ordered, the House ooncurring, 
that the Public Utilities Commission 
is hereby directed to investigate the 
many farm crossings and cattle pass­
es in this state and report its rec­
ommendation to the regular ses­
sion of the Legislature of 1921. 

Mr. 'THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I move that the rules be 
suspended, that the following acts 
and resolves may be introduced. 

The mofion was agreed to and the 
following acts and resolves were in­
troduced and referred to the follow­
ing committees: 

Committee on Inland Fisheries and 
Game 

An act to amend section 51 of 
chapter 33 of the Revised Statutes, 
flS amended by chapter 219 of the 
Public Laws of 1917 and by chapter 
196 of the Public Laws of 1919, re­
lating to the trapping of foxes in 
Lincoln county. 

An Act to repeal chapter 134 of 
the Public Laws of 1919 regulati ~g 
fishing in Kennebago stream. 
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Committee on Judiciary 
An Act to regulate cold storage of 

cel'tain articles of food. 
An Act to prevent p"ofiteering in 

the necessities of life and rents and 
charges for the occupancy of build­
ings for dwelling pUl'poses and to 
provide penalties therefor and inves­
tigations thereof. 

Committee on Legal Affairs 
An Act to amend chapter 37, ,'ectio:1 

17, of the Ads ana TIesolyes of 1917, 
as amended lJy chapter 17, section 17, 
of the Acts and Resolves of 1919, re­
latin, to salary of patrolmen, city of 
Lewiston. 

An Act to amend chapter 37, section 
16, of the Acts and ResolYes of 1917, 
a" amen 'ed by chapter 17, section 16, 
of the Acts and Resolves of 1919, relat­
ing to salary c: police captains, cit,? 
of Lew'stcn. 

An Act to ?mend section 12 of chap­
ter 83 of the ReYised Statutes, rela'­
ing to county crmmissioners. 

An Act to amend section 2 of chapter 
257 of the Private and Special Laws of 
1911, r I" ting to the powers of the Peaks 
Island Corporation. 

An Act to amend sect jon 1 of chap­
ter 177 of the PriYate and Specbl Laws 
of 1917, relating to the powers of the 
Portland Water District, 

An Act to amend cbapter 37, eection 
15, of the Acts and Resolves of 1917, 
as amended by cba "ter 17, section 15, 
of the Act and Resolves of 1919, relat· 
ing to salary of' chief of police, city 
of Lewis' on. 

An Act to amend chapter 84 of the 
PIi\'ate and Speeial Laws of 1919 en­
titled "An Act to provide for the ,mild­
ing of ;lUblic wharves and for the es­
tal'lishment of port facilities and for 
the advancement of commerce. 

An Act to .men,l chapter 345 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1877 en­
titled "An Act aclditional, relating to 
t he city of Portland, limiting its rowe, 
to create debt," 

Comm ittee on Salaries and Fees 
An Act to amend paragraph 18 of sec­

tinn 45 of ch"pter 214, Public Laws of 
l',~aine, 1919, relating to expense of coun­
ty commissioners, 

Comm ittee on Taxation 
Resolve amending section 8 of Ar­

ticle IX of the Con,titution as amendeJ 
by Artk]" XXXVI of the Constitution, 
pro\iding for an income tax. 

An Act :0 amencl section 32 of chap­
ter 9 of the Revised Statutes, relat­
ing to tte taxation of street railroal 
corDoratic ns. 

Committees on A]lpropria:ions and Fi­
nancial Affairs, Judiciary, and \Vays 
and Bridges, jointly. 

An Act to provide for an issue of 
State hie ilway and bridge bonds. 

Committee on Ways and Bridges 
An Act to amend chapter 272 of th" 

punic Lnvs of 1917 as amended by 
eh'pter 1:!3 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
enti led "An Act to require vehicles to 
carry lig hts at night ",nd to control 
the glare of headlights." 

Mr, Da vies of Cumberland pre­
sented a resolution asking that it be 
read and specially assigned for to­
mOITO\V TIorning" which resolution 
read as 'allows: Resolved, that the 
worl, of this special session of the 
79th Legislature be confined and re­
stricted to the consideration of mat­
teI's made necessary by the adoption 
of the amendments to the constitu­
tion and those 'which have been men­
tioned in the Governor's message. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
matter ,vas specially assigned for 
lomorro,,' morning. 

Mr. THOMI3S of Penobscot: Mr. 
President and fellow Senators, it be­
comes my duty as a senator fl'om 
Penobscot county to ask the suspen­
sion of the rules and unanimous con­
sent for the introduction of an act. 
In order that there may be no mis­
"pprehension or misunderstanding 
about th" matter I will explain it to 
you as I understand it, There has 
been offu'ed to me for introduction 
at this session an act to amend the 
charter e,f the Passadumkeag Boom 
Company, a lumber corporation oper­
ating on the Passadumkeag river in 
Penobscot county. 

Now tleat you may act intelligently 
upon thiE matter and decide whether 
you want to set any precedent or not, 
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or what disposition you will make of 
it, let me explain that in our section 
of the state, unfortunately for the 
last year or two, there have been se­
rious ravages of the so-called spruce 
bud worm. This is an insect that at­
tacks live spruce trees and the re­
sult of the attack is that the trees 
are killed. Now the ravages of this 
insect in this particular part of Pe­
nobscot county drained by the Pass­
adumkeag river have been very se­
rious. So serious in fact that many 
of the wild land townships in that 
section are covered with dead growth. 

As I understand it it is good for­
tstry practice to immediately remove 
this growth. That is, if it can be 
removed the following winter after 
its death It is of some value for mer­
chantable lumber. That is the sit­
uation in which this Company finds 
itself at the present time, with a 
number of townships of such land 
on its hands, and it desires to op­
erate as largely as possible the com­
ing winter in order to make their 
losses as small as possible and that 
the market generally may have the 
benefit of this lumber. 

In o'der to aiel them in carrying out 
thi3 work they ask for the right to build 
a dam on a certdn part of this stream. 
thereby enabling them to better driv'l 
cut their logs, and to hold what they 
may not be at13 to gel over the dam. 

To me, gentlemen, it seems as thougl1 
a matter of this kind merits the atten­
t'on of this legislature. I think I 
should be going too far if I said that 
I cculc1 say to you there may not he 
any opposition. The truth is, I do not 
know whether there will be any oppo­
sition or not. I feel that perl-aps I 
haye performeel my fuJI duty to the 
gentlemen WilD are interested in this 
m: tter, with these remarks. 

I m~ve, Mr. Presi"ent, the sl'spensio'1. 
of the rules' and the receipt of this bilL 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
Presirlent, may I inqu're what commit­
tee the bill is referred to? 

T'le PRESTDFJNT: It will go to the 
committee on interior waters. 

Mr. DAVIES: I assume that the bill 
when presented will have noted on it 
the committee to which it ha3 Leen re­
fened. 

Mr. THOMES: T"e b:1I is be'ng of­
fered for the first time, Somebody has 
jotted down on it "Committee of In­
terior Waters," but I do not. know b~­

w. at authority. 

'l:he bi:! was received and referred to 
the ccmmittee on intel'ior wa~e,s, 

Mr. GANNETT of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, I move the rLles be suspe d­
ed (hat I may introduce an act to mak" 
Tuesday, the 11th day of November, a 
publ'c holiclay ana to authorize the 
Go"ernor to proclaim the same. 

'I he motion was agreed to and the act 
was i:1troJuced. 

Mr. GANNETT: This having an 
emergency preamble, I move it hav€. 
it~ two several readings at the present 
time. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, will the C"air be kind enopgh 
to have the secretary read the eill? 

(The bn was read by the sec,etary.) 

Mr. THO:vIES of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, my understan -ing of this bill 
from its rea-'ing is that Tuesday, No­
vember 11, 1919, is the only h-li 'ay con­
tem'-Ia'ed b:;: this b'll? 

Mr. GANNETT: Yes, just Tue,day,of 
this year. 

Mr. THOMES: Mr. President, I do 
not want to offer any objection to a 
matter of t1-at kind. I real ze 'he spirit. 
I thi k, that prrmpts the introduction 
of such a measure an"! I shall simply 
ccntrnt myself with asvine: the se"a­
tors whether or not they do rot feel 
that it might be a dancer(lus thing tr, 
drcl're bY law a legal horda" roming 
fO S on followin~ the enac'ment of this 
act? That is, I mean mav not there 
ari'e se'ious complications pos ihly in 
b"einefs or b8nkine; matters, It seems 
to me that if the Governor made a pro­
clamation to the peonlp of the State of 
Maine, calling attention to this day it 
wruld answer the pame purnope that It 
w-l'l' +0 m-l<e it a legal "oli-'ay. 
M~. DAVIES of C--mberlawl: Mr. 

Presiflent, docs the senator from Penob­
scot make any motion? 
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Mr, THOMBS: No, Mr. President, I 
do nGt cnre to make any motion. 

Mr. DA YIES: 'What is the pending 
ql1estion? 

The PRESIDENT: The pending ques­
tien is the first reading of the b,ll with· 
out reference to comlnittee. 

Mr. DAVIES: I under tand that that 
questicn has been passed on. 

The PRESIDEXT: Xo, that is the 
pending question-giving this bill its 
first reading without reference to com­
mittee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PHESIDENT: What is the de­
s're of the senator from Kennebec? Do 
yoU want to refer it to a committee 
pen(jng its second reading? 

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, I mOVe 
the rules be suspended and the bill re­
ceive its second reading at the present 
time. 

The motion was agreed to, the bill 
was given its second reading and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. Walker of Somerset, presented 
the following order and moved its pas­
sage: 

Ordered, That the Senate chamber be 
granted to the University of Maine 
ccmmittee, appointed by order of this 
leg'slature, for a public hearing on 
Wedne?day afternoon at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. DJC YIl!:S of Cumberland: Mr. 
Presiden'" I know it is the custom to 
grant slch requests without objec­
tion. but it occurs to me that there has 
lleen adYertised very generally in the 
papers of tile State a hearing to be held 
here tOILorrow afternoon by the joint 
ccmmittees of a:'prcp iations an 1 finan­
cial affa rs, wa, sand bridg s and the 
commit ee on ju(iciary. Jf this crder is 
pas eel alld the Senate chameer is /2'iver. 
up to th.~ comm'ttee on the University 
of Maine it mi~ht be well to d cide be­
fore the order is passed, where the 
meeting of the joint committees will be. 
lt OCcurE to me that we cannot be 
shunted "ff to one side. 

Mr. WJlLKER: Mr. Presirent. if an­
other committee already has secured 
the Sena' e c"amrer for tomcrrow after. 
nOOn I withdraw the or 'er. 

Mr. DAVIES: I think it will occur to 
Brother 'Valker that the judiciar,\" com· 
mittee rc,om is occupied for another 
purpose f nd we cannot! ave that room. 

The order was withdrawn. 

RECESS 
Senate called to order by the Presi· 

dent. 

Papers from the HOll e dis 0 ed of in 
concurrer,ce. 

On mot',on by Mr. Cobb of Kennebec, 
ad,iournec: until 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. 




