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SENATE. 

Friday, April 6, 1917. 

Senate called to order by the President. 
Prayer by Rev. Paul S. Phalen of Au­

gusta. 
Journal of previous session read and 

approved. 

Papers from the House disposed of in 
concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. De~ring of York the 
Senate voted to adhere to its former ac­
tion. 

From the House: An Act to incorporate 
the Grand Isle Electric Company. 

In the House that body adopted House 
Amendment A; in the Senate that amend­
ment was indefinitely postponed. 

The House adhered to its former action. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York the 
Senate voted to adhere to its former ac-

From the House: An Act to amen,1 tion. 
Sections 20 and 21 of Chapter 7 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to lands reserved From the House: An Act to establish 
for public uses. military training in the public schools. 

In the Senate the bill was passed to In the Senate this bill was passed to 
be enacted; in the House it was indefi- be engrossed. 
nitely postponed. In the House it was indefinitely post-

On motion by ?Ir. Ames of Washington paned. 
the Senate concurred with the House in On motion by Mr. Wood of Hancock the 
the indefinite postponement of the bill. Senate insisted upon its former action 

and appoint~d a committee of conference. 

From the House: An Act to incorporate The Cpair appointed on such committee 
the Gould Electric Co. on the part of the Senate Messrs. Wood, 

(Tabled on motion by Mr. Deering of Stanley and Boynton. 
York until orders of the day.) 

From the House: Resolve continuing 
the unexpended balance of the appropria­
tion provided by Chapter 321 of the Re­
solves of 1913, entitled a Resolve in fa­
vor of aid in the construction of a high­
way bridge across the St. John river be­
tween Fort Kent in Maine and St. Fran­
cis in X ew Brunswick. 

This resolve was passed to be engrossecl 
by both branches as amended by House 
Amendment A. The House then recon­
sidered the vote whereby it was passe,! 
to be engrossed, adopted House Amend­
ment B and pas_sed it to be engrossed as 
amended. 

(Tabled on motion by Mr. Conant of 
Waldo until afternoon.) 

From the House: An Act relating to 
the Fort Kent Electric Co. 

In the House on its passage to be en­
grossed that body adopted House Amend­
ment A; in the Senate that amendment 
was indefinitely postponed. 

The House voted to adhere to its 
former action. 

From the House: An Act relating 
to tIle competency of witnesses. 

In the House this bill was passed to 
be engrossed. 

In the Senate it was indefinitely post. 
poned. 

The Honse insisted upon its former 
action and ·appointed a committee of 
conference. 

On motion by Mr. Merrill of Somer­
set, the Senate insisted upon its former 
action and joined a committee of con­
ference. 

The Chair appointed upon such com­
mittee on the part of the Senate, 
l\Te~srs. Merrill, Googin an/l. Lord. 

From tIle House: An Act to amend 
Section 26 of Chapter 9 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to State taxation of 
railroad, telephone and telegraph com­
panies. 

In the Senate the report of the com­
mittee. oug-ht not to pass, was adopted. 

In the House the report ought to 
pass was adopted. 
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The Senate then voted to adhere to Majority report, ought to pass in new 
its former action. draft; minority' report, ought not to pass. 

The House then insisted and appoint- In the HOUSE: the minority report was 
-ed a committee of conference. accepted. 

Mr. SWIFT of Kennebec: Mr. Pres- On motion hy Mr. Conant of Waldo the 
ident, this matter has already been act- Senate accerted the majority report in 
·ed upon twice before in this body, and non-concurrellc,ii. 
I fear that further consideration will The bill, H D. 725, was then given Its 
make no change. first reading, and then on motion by Mr. 

I move that the Senate ad.here to its Conant under suspension of the rules was 
former action. read. the sec )nd time and passed to be 

The motion was agreed to. engrossed. 

From the House: The committee of From the} Ollse: Majority and minori­
.conference on the disagreeing action of ty report of the committee on judiciary 
the two branches on S. D. 103, An Act on An Act to amend Section 1 of Chapter 
to amend Chapter 295 of the Public 60 of the Revis'~d Statutes, prohibiting tne 
Laws of 1915 relative to the compen- transmission of electric power beyond the 
sation of employees for personal inju- confines of tlLe State. 
ries received in the course of their em- Majority report, ought not to pass; mi-
ployment, reported that they recom- nor!ty report, ought to pass. 
mend the House recede and concur with On motion by Mr. Davies of Cumberland 
the (Senate in the indefinite postpone- the majority report, ought not to pass, 
men t of this act. was accepted in concurrence. 

In the House the report of the com-
mittee was accepted. 

In the Senate on motion by Mr. Goo­
gin of Androscoggin the Senate voted 
to accept the report in concurrence. 

The PRESIDENT: In the House they 
insisted on the former action and ap­
pointed a second committee of confer­
'enCe. 

On motion by Mr. Googin the Senate 
insisted upon its former actio)n and join­
ed a committee of conference. 

The Chair appointed on such commit­
tee on the part of the Senate, Messrs. 
Googin, Conant and Butler of Franklin. 

From the House: Majority and minori­
ty report of the committee on :udiciary 
on An Act rE,Jating to the practice of 
osteopathy. 

Majority re])ort, ought to pas~; minori­
ty report, oJ.;ght not to pass. 

Mr. DEERI:\G of York: Mr. President, 
I move that the majority report be a,,· 
cepted. 

On motion 'i)y Mr. Holt of Cumberland, 
tabled pending acceptance of either re­
port, until orders of the day. 

From the House: An Act allowing den-
House Bills in First Reading tists to emi:]oy women assistants who 

Resolve in favor of T. M. Rollins, shall be kn""n as dental hygienists. 
mail carrier of the House of Repre­
sentatives, for expem;es. 

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Penoh­
scot, under suspension of the rules the 
resolve ,yas read tV\'ice and l1assed to 
he engrossed, jn concurrence. 

From the House: Majority and minori· 
ty reports of the committee on agricultuI", 
on An Act to amend Section 3 of Chapter 
30 of the Revised Statutes, rDhtting to the 
esale of milk. 

On motion by Mr. Gordon of York the 
rules were sLspended, the bill was given 
its two reading's at the present time. The 
bill was the:' passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence, 

Fron1 the ]:ouse: Majority and minori­
ty report of the committee on legal af· 
fairs on An Act regulating the business 
of making l:)ans in sums of $300 or less 
at greater "ate of interest than 6 per 
cent. rer anHum, etc. 
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Majority report, ought not to pass; mi- Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I would 
nority report, ought to pass. like to ask if any other Senators, aside 

In the House the minority report was from the committee, have seen this bill 
accepted and the bill was also amended and read it over? I do not want to 
by several amendments. pass a tax measure unless I have a 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. Pres- chance to look at it, especially in the 
ident, I move that the minority report very last days of the session. 

be accepted. 

On motion by Mr. Marshall of Cumber­
land the bill was tabled pending accept­
ance of either report until orders of the 
day. 

From the I-louse: An Act regulating 
motor vehicles as common carriers. 

On motion by Mr. Marshall of Cum­
berland, the rules were suspended and 
the bill was given its two several read­
ings at this time. The bill was then 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

From the House: Report of the Com­
mittee on taxation on An Act to amend 
Chapter 9 of Section 27 of Revised 
Statutes of 1916, relating to the amount 
of tax on railroads and how ascertained, 
ought to pass. 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. Pres­
ident, I can give the Senate in a few 
words what the bill is. This bill as 
introduced "'ould raise the upper limit 
on the taxes of the gross earnings of 
railroads from five and one-half per 
cent. to six per cent. 

A second bill was introduced which 
raised the rate, beginning at a lower 
rate, and this bill raises the upper lim­
it from five and one-half percent to 
six percent. 

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: On all the 
railroads? 

Mr. HOLT: Yes, on those earning that 
amount. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I do 
not know how it is with these other 
Senators but I have tried in every way 
1 possibly could to get a copy of that 
bill and read it over and see what it is 
like. I have not found one, and I move 
that it lie on the table for the pres­
ent, in order that I may get some in­
formation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

From the House: Majority and mi­
nority report of the committee on tax­
ation on An Act to amend paragraph 1 
of Section 14 and ISection 9 of Chapter 
10 of the Revised Statutes of 1916, re­
lating to the taxation of personal prop­
erty. 

Majority report, ought not to pass, 
minority report, ought to pass. 

On motion by Mr. Holt the majority 
report, ought not to pass, was adopted, 
in concurrence. 

Bills in First Reading 

S. D. 437. An Act to amcnd certain 
Sections of Chapter 148, Reyised Stat­
utes, relating to pensions for the blind. 
(On motion by 1\11'. Fulton of Aroostook, 
the bill was given its two several read­
ings and passed to be engrossed.) 

S. D. 428. Resolve providing for cer­
tain State pensions. (On motion by Mr. 
,Valker of Somerset, the bill was given 
its t.wo several readings and passed to 
be engrossed.) 

Reports of Committees 

Mr. Higgins from the committee on 
appropriations and financial affairs, on 
resolYe in favor of George :Martin fat' 
services 8g clerk and stenographer of 
the committee on interior waters, re­
ported that the same ought to pass. (On 
motion by Mr. Baxter of Sagadahoc, 
under slwpension of the rules, read 
twice and then passed to be engrossed, 

Mr. Gillin from the committee on ju­
diciary on An Act to amend Section 16 
of Chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes of 
1916, relating to manner of voting (Sen­
ate No. 260), which was recommitted to 
the committee. submitted the same in 
a new draft under the same title, and 
that it ought to pass. (On motion by 
Mr. Davies of Cumberland, the ruleg 
were sus])ended and the hill was read 
the second time and passed to be en­
grossed.) 
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Mr. Peacock from the committee on 
sea and shore fisheries, on An Act to 
amend Chapter 235, Section 3 of the 
Public Laws of 1913, providing for the 
granting of lobster licenses (Senate No. 
22), submitted the same in a new draft 
under title of "An Act to amend Sec­
tion 18 of Chapter 45 of tne Revised 
Statutes, relating to lobster licenses," 
and that it ought to pass. (On motion 
by Mr. Grant of Cumberland, the rules 
were suspended, the bill l'ead t'Ie 
second time and passed to be engross­
ed.) 

'l'he committee of confer"nce on the 
disag'l'eeing action of the t>l:o branches 
of the Legislature on An Act relating 
to clerk hire in the office of the clerk 
of courts for Hancock county reported 
that they could not agree. 

'.rhe report was accepted. 

Mr. Higgins from the con:lmittee on 
appropriations and financial affairs, on 
An Act relating to the department of 
agricultllre (Senate No. 353), reported 
that the same be referred to the next 
Legislature. 

The report was accepted. 

Final Report 

Mr. Marshall from the committee on 
legal affairs submitted its nnal report. 

Mr. Butler from the committee on 
military affairs submitted its final re­
port. 

Mr. Fulton from the committee on 
penSions submitted its final report. 

Mr. Conant from the committee on 
ways and bridges submitted its final re­
port. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 

H. D. 312. An Act to amend Chap­
ter 127 of the Revised Statutes, to 
make plain the penalties imposed un­
der certain sections thereof. 

Passed to Be Enacted 

An Act to appropriate moneys for 
the expenditures of the Government 
for the year 1918. (Tabled on motion 
by Mr. Higgins of Penobscot.) 

An Act additional to Chapter 127 of 
the Revised Statutes relating to the 
enforcement of the laws against the 
sale of intoxicating liquors. 

"An Act to amend Sections 16 38, 39 

and 40 of Chapter 26 of the Revised 
Statutes, rell ting to the operation of 
motor vehic12s. 

An Act r,::ating to insurance rates 
and providing for approval of the same 
by insurance commissioner before pro­
mulgation am! use. 

An Act to amend Chapter 65 of the 
Private and Special Laws to 1899, en­
titled, "An .A (:t to incorporate the Bath 
Trust Comparey." 

An Act to provide for the establish­
ment of a l,ureau of markets. 

An Act to "mend Section 1 of Chap­
ter 85 of the Private and Special Laws 
of 1915, enti tied, "An Act establishing 
a close tim, no lobsters in certain 
waters of H'llIeock county." 

An Act to a mend Section 7 of Chap­
ter 38 of thE' ltevised Statutes, relating 
to license of agents and dealers in 
nursery stoe!,. 

An Act tn create State department 
of health. 

An Act to incorporate the Pilgrims 
Home Cemetery Association. 

An Act to 3.lnend Section 78 of Chap­
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes relative 
to State stipend for public libraries. 

An Act to provide to the payment ot 
a bounty on ileal'S killed in the State. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
city of Hallr, \\"ell. 

An Act to provide for mothers wit)1 
dependent children. (Tabled on mo­
tion by Mr. I-figgins of Penobscot.) 

An Act additional to Chapter 433 of 
the Private" nd Special Laws of 1907, 
entitled An Act to incorporate the 
Portland \Va tel' District. 

An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
increasing til(' amounts to be paid for 
clerk hire in the county offices of Sag­
adahoc coun' y. 

An Act tf amend Section 24 of 
Chapter 48 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to t( sting commodities offered 
for sale, as to weight and measure. 

An Act to legalize the doings of the 
inhabitants (,E the town of Windham 
at the annual town meeting held on 
Mareh 5th, 1917, and by adjournment, 
on March 7t~1, 1917. 

This bill ."arrying an emergency 
clause, was nassed by a vote of 23 
senators in lavor and none against, 
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to comply with the law in regard to 
emergency measures. 

nesolve appropriating money to aid 
in repairing and constructing roads 
and bl"idges and for other purposes. 
(Tabled on motion by Mr. Conant of 
'Valda. Subsequently on motion by 
Mr. Conant the secretary of the Sen­
ate was authorized to make a clerical 
correction in the bill, changing in the 
places the word "south," to the word 
"east"). 

Orders of the Day 

Mr. A:\IES of \Vashington: Mr. 
President, I move that we reconsider 
the vote whereby we voted to recede 
and concur with the House on the bill, 
An Act to amend Section 20 and 21 
of Chapter g of th8 Revised Statutes, 
relating to lands reserved for public 
uscs. 

The motion wa~ agreed to, and on 
further motion by the same senator 
the Senate voted to insist upon its 
f01'[110r action and appoint a commit­
tee of conference. 

The Clmir appointed on such com­
mittee on the part of the Senate, 
;\les81"s. Ames, Deering and Gillin. 

Mr. \VOOD of Hancock: ::\fr. Presi­
dent, if in order I ,,"ould like to have 
the papers in the military training 
bill, on which a committee of confer­
ence 'vas appointed, transmitted to the 
House, as the time is getting short, 
so that they may appoint their com­
mittee so that we can get together. 

The PIU~SIDENT: The secretary 
will send the papers at once. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President and fel­
low Senators: Yesterday On account 
of the title of the bill, the Senate vot­
ed to adhere to its former action, and 
1 presumed from hearing the title read 
tha t it pertained to the salaries of 
judges of probate, etc., to which 1 was 
bound by our commHtee of confer­
ence, as I understood it, being one of 
the parties that made a motion. 

It is H. D. 40, and I will read the bill 
as :t is very short: "Section 1. Any 
judge of probate having attained the 
age of at least 70 years and having 

served as judge of probate for at least 
30 years, resigns his said office or 
ceases to serve at the expiraEon of 
any term of said office, shall during 
the remainder of his life, receive an 
amount equal to one-half of the sal­
ary which is by law payable to him at 
the time of such resignation or ter­
mination of service; which shall be 
paid to him from the State Treasury 
in quarterly payments on the first 
days of January, April, July and Oc­
tober." 

I will say to the Senators that when 
this measure was put in it was a 
mcasure in which I was interested, 
especially on account of the fact that 
I have known judges of probate, not 
only in my own county, but in other 
counties in the state, who have served 
20 and one of them if I remember 
scrved more than 20 years, and when 
they got through they were practical­
ly dependent. Now this does not in­
crease anybody';; fees, :t does not per­
tain to anybody's fees, and yesterday 
when it came up of course I thought 
it was not the act at all, Mr. Presi­
dent and fellow Senators. 

Xow I Heee! not speak to the law­
yers here. I speak to the business 
Hlell here \vho have business to do 
with the judge;; of probate. In all of 
the counties, as you know, their fees 
are small, even in our great counties, 
where they are handling as important 
lnatters, if not more so, than the mem­
bers of the supreme court, because 
everybody's property goes through 
their hand'l, and everybody's wife and 
childl'en at some time are being pro­
tected by a judge of probate. And 
their fees and salaries are practically 
-I think any business man will say, 
and I know you have all had business 
to do with them-are practically in­
significant. 'l'heir duties are onerous 
and laborious. And I feel, Mr. Presi­
dent and fellow Senators, 1 will make 
the motion that the Senate rescind its 
vote and that we concur with the 
House, which has passed this bill 
through, as I understand it. 
It Is simply this in a nutshell, that a 

man who serves you as a judge of probate 
in any of the counties for 20 long years, 
when he retires gets one-half of the legal 
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salary which he is then getting. Your 
State might never have to Pity anything, 
but I have known of cases wi1ere men's 
healths have been shattered, splendid 
men, who have served the people, pro­
tected our wives and our daughters and 
our children when their fathers were 
dead, who have gone down to their graves 
in the State of Maine-in one or two in­
stances practlcally in penur:, and want; 
and I believe, fellow senaiors-I se:, 
Brother vValker is smiling-and I know 
there are business men here, and, Broth­
er vValker, I can assure you that we 
have judges in our county who have 
served for 2~ years, men who might have 
made a living for themse]vE's and mad~ 
money, but who have "erve,] the public. 
I mov~ you, Mr. President, that we reo 
scind the vote of yesterday ;mel concur 
with the House. 

cus, I am not bound, I want to endorse 
every word,---please consider as incor­
pora ted in n y speech in the record ev­
ery word th" I. the distinguished Senator 
from Penobs :ot has said, Senator Gillin. 

A most notorious case in my own 
county comes to mind, of a man who 
for 22 year;; served as judge of pro­
bate, who i;; broken in health and is 
not in such I.nancial condition but that 
it would be a very great aid to him. I 
think the great big State of Maine and 
the great hi,; hearted committee ought 
to be willing in this case to make one 
exception a lid to let these two poor 
old broken j 'H]ges of probate have a lit­
tle comfort "r,d solace in their old age. 

I want to'llake the motion that Sen­
ator Gillin ']lade. I hope it will be 
s(>('onde~J anlt susUdned. 

::\Ir. ::'olEn !ULL of Somerset: I\lr. 
Mr. GRAKT of Cumberland: Mr. Pres- President al;'] fellow Senators, has the 

ident, I think that the Senator from Pe­
nobscot, Senator Gillin, is mistaken in 
this, that it is a matter that came before 
our committee. 

Mr. GILLIN: Did it? 

Mr. GRANT: It did, and ~WG found that 
there are two ex-judges in the State. I 
talked with quite a numbel' of lawyers 
in whom I have confidence Hnd they said 
this was an elective office, tbey thought 
it was different from an appointive of­
fice, as the judges are. 

Mr. GILLIN: I will withdmw my mo­
tion if you think we are bounll by it. Mr. 
President, if this is so, if the commIttee 
on salaries and fees believe that this 
comes under it, I am bound and so 1 
wish to withdraw my motion. I did not 
understand that it did. I dic1 not even 
know the matter was before your com­
mittee. I apologize and withdraw, be­
cause I cannot. lTnless some other sena ... 
tor wants to take it up, I c:umot. 

tilne arrived when ,ve are going to 
enter upon nelV method of !i\'ing in 
the State n I' :Maine and adopt a pen­
sion law' fOl <?verybody that arrives at 
the age of /,1';' (Laughter.) 

Now I ani jnst as much of a friend 
to the judg,'s of probate as my breth­
ren are, but T object to this kind of leg­
islation and extending it. vVe have pass­
ed the dependent mother's bill. We 
have pensioned them for all time; we 
have passed other legislation of a simi­
lar kind, an,] now we are taking on the 
judges of probate. 

H is an elective office. If a man 
don't want the office he need not have 
it. Most a~lways they seek it, most 
of them. Kow, for one, I am opposed 
to that kiwI of legislation and I hope 
that the median will not prevail. 

The PRE,SIDENT: The motion be­
fore the Svnate is on the motion of 
the Senato,,' from Hancock, Senator 
,Vood, that we reconsider the vote 
whereby WE' indefinitely postponed this 

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr. Pres- bill yesterd:ll'. 
Ident, the senator from Penohscot. Sena­
tor Gillin, referred to me. Tt did seem 
humorous to me. for Mr. Gillin marle the 
motion in caucus. -1 think I was very ex­
cusahle for smiling. 

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi­
dent, as I was not present at the cau-

A viva voee vote being taken, the mo­
tion was 10 ,;t. 

Mr. WOOD: Mr. President, we should 
go on reeo]',1 as being the biggest set 
of tight-wflds that ever stood in the 
senate of 1\1 :line. 
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Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I always supposed that a 
man was supposed to cut his coat in 
accordance with his pattern. Now, if 
that is not true, you are all wrong 
here; but that is precisely what we 
have been doing and I felt that the 
committee on salaries and fees-while 
I do not happen to be a member of it, 
a11<l their aetion needs no endorse­
ment from me---I feel that they have 
acted extn'l11ply wisely in this session 
of the Leg'islature in keeping the ap­
propria tion dmvn to the lowest dollar 
in the malter of salaries and fees. 

Today Assigned 
The r'T:.ESIDENT: The Chair lays 

before th(' Senate, H. D. 185, An Act 
l'e1atir~g to \rassalbol'o, China and 
\\,imbor l.ig'ht & l'ower Co. 

On molion by 1\11'. Deering of York, 
the SClOate \'oted to adherc to its fm­
mer action. 

The pnESTl)}JNT: The Chair lays 
befOl'e the Eknate, H. D. ~54, An Act 
to amend the charter of the Central 
l\Iaine rOWel' Co. 

On motioll by nIl'. Deering of York, 
the Senate yoted to adhere to its for­
mer action. 

The PlU;;SIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, H. D. 290, An Act 
to authori7:e the Oxford Electric Co. 
to extend its lines to and within the 
town of Hebl'on, and to purehase the 
equipment and franchises of the trus­
tees of Hebron Academy. 

On motion by :\11'. Deering of York 
the Senate yoted to adhere to its for­
lner action. 

The l'ln~STDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, H. D. 402, An Act 
to cxtend the charter of the \\"ash­
ington Light & Power Co. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York 
the Senate yoted to adhere to its for-
mer action. 

the Senate voted to adhere to its former 
action. 

Tho PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, H. D. 691, An Act 
to incorporate the Casco ,Vater Electric 
and Power Company. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, 
the Senate yoted to adhere to its former 
action. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, S. D. 150, An Act 
relating to the Knox Power Company. 

Tabled on motion by Mr. Deering of 
York. 

The PRESIDE~T: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, S. D. 159, An Act 
to authorize the erection of dams and 
water storage hasins on Bog Brooks and 
tl'ibutaries in Dead River Plantation in 
S0111erset county, 

Tabled on motion of Mr, Deering of 
York 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, S. D. 218, An Act to 
enlarge the power of the ,Vestern 
Maine Power Company. 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York 
the Senate voted to adhere to its form­
er action. 

The 
before 

PRESIDENT: 
the Senate, 

The Chair laYS 
majority report, 

ought not to pass, ll1inority report, 
ought to pass in ne'Vv draft, from the 
committee on ways and bridges, on An 
Act to amend Sections 16 and 17 of 
Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes re­
lating to road commissioners. 

Mr. BUTLER of Franklin: Mr. 
President and Senators: I tabled this 
measure, having in mind that I could 
prepare an amendment making it plain, 
the relation of the selectmen to the 
road commissioners in the town. Up 
to 1913, there had been much trouble 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays between the selectmen and the road 
before the Senate, H. D. 457, An Act commissioners of the town. There was 
relating to the Knox Gas and Electric continually arising in their minds, the 
Company. situation as to who had the greater 

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, authority in regard to the roads. It 



1372 LEGI8LATIV]!: RECORD-SENATE, ,,['RIL 6, 1917 

makes trouble for the highway depart· 
ment trying to settle these matters. 

It is evident that it would be neces­
sary if we were to amend this, to have 
it stated plainly that the road commis­
sioner would be under the authority of 
the selectmen. As the la,Y now stands, 
they hire the road commissioner and 
if they do not get on with him they 
have the power to let him go and hire 
another, and I have been unable to ar­
range anything that seems to be any­
where equal to the present law, and I 
will make the motion thn! the report, 
I think it is Report A, OLlght not to 
pa8s, be accepted. 

ator Baxter, that the Senate accept the 
minority n ,:ort of the committee, ought 
to pass, al (l that senator having called 
for the ye:s and nays, and a sufficient 
number ari ·:i llg, the yeas and nays were 
ordered an, I the secretary called the roll. 

Those VOl ing yes were: Messrs. Ames, 
Baxter, B, '.I'nton, Burleigh, Butler of 
Knox, Fult Illl, Grant, Peacock, Petersen, 
Walker-l0. Those voting no were 
Messrs. B: xtlett, Butler of Franklin, 
Chick, Cor. :lnt, Davies, Davis, Deering. 
Gillin, Goo:,in, Gordon, Higgins, Lord, 
Marshall, II" lerrill, Ricker, Stanley, Swift, 
'\Vood-IS. Absentees: Messrs. Hastings 

Ilfr. GILLI~ of Penbscot: Mr. Pres- Ten sena.urs voting in the affirmative 
ident, I second the motion of the Sen- and IS VOtil g' in the negative, the motion 
a tor. was lost. 

The motion was agreell to. On motio", by Mr. Davies the Senate 
accepted t1:l ':: majority report of the com-

'['he PRESIDENT: ThE' Chair lays mittee, ougl'.t not to pass. 
before the Senate, majority and minor-
ity reports of the committee 011 judi­
ciary 011 An Act to creat" the Maine 
Water Power Commission. 

Majority report, ought not to pass, 
minority report, ought to pass in new 
draft. 

Mr. BAXTER of Sagadahoc: Mr. 
President, I mo\'e the acceptance of 
the minority report, ought to pass. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I oppose this b:ill for the fol­
lowing reasons: 

1. I oppose it because t.he Act must 
create hostile feeling between the pro­
posed commission and the Public Util­
ities commission. 

2. I oppose it because the expendi­
ture required to carry out its provis­
oins is unwarranted, at least until a 
campaign of education on this import­
ant matter can be conducted. 

3. I oppose it because the power giv­
en under the bill is al1iogether too 
sweeping. 

4. I oppose it because the machinery 
of the bill is cumbersome and compli­
cated. 

n. I oppose it because the matter of 
investigation and report ('an be made 
in a better and more effective way by 
a legislatiVe committee. 

The pending question being on the mo­
tion of the senator from Sagadahoc, Sen-

The PR ':',f'lIDENT: The Chair lays 
before tho Senate, H. D. No. 724, An 
Act relatil g' to the qualification of 
judges of municipal and police courts. 

On moti' ':'1 by Mr. Googin of Andros­
coggin, tll " bill was given its second 
reading. 

On motilll by Mr. '\Vood of Hancock, 
tabled on its passage to be engrossed. 

The PRTSIDENT: The Chair lays be­
fore the Senate S. D. No. 224, An Act 
for the enforcement of liens on watches, 
clocks and jewelry for labor and ma­
terials furnished in making and repair­
ing same. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I have the bill before me and 
I was prer,aring an amendment. I move 
that it b" tabled for a few minutes. 
The amenilment has been agreed upon 
between S"nator Butler and myself. 

The mot .on was agreed to. 

On mot ,on by Mr. '\Vood of Han­
cock, H. D. No. 724, An Act relating 
to qualification of judges of munici­
pal and police courts, was taken from 
the table, and on further motion by 
the same ;;enator it was passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.' 
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lUI'. HIGGIXS of Penobscot: lUI'. 
Pre~ident, I tabled a few moments ago 
an act appropriating' moneys for the 
expenditnre of the government for the 
year 1918; under the supreme judicial 
court there is an errol'. It reads for 
clerk of courts $1000, and it should 
read for clerks of law courts $1000. 
Yesterday in the House .1\11'. Barnes of 
Houlton made the correction and the 
i-ipeal(cr ruled it "was a clear case of 
clerical e1'1'or, nothing more or less." 
"]\[1'. Barnes: It is. Mr. Speaker. The 
Speaker: I think the House is compe­
tent to make that correction, and is it 
the pleasure of the House that the 
motion of the gentleman from HOUl­
ton, .1\11'. Barnes, that the correction 
be malle, prevail? The motion was 
agreed to." 

And I suggest, Mr. President and gen­
tlemen, that this being simply a cleri­
cal error, that the correction be made 
in this body in concurrence with the 
House. 

Tile PRESIDENT: The Senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Higgins, suggests 

Mr. Peacock from the committee on 
conference on the disagreeing action of 
the two branches on H. D. 95, An Act to 
amend Sections -35 and 38 of Chapter 45 
of the Revised Statutes of 1916, relating 
to the measurement of lobsters, reported 
that they were unable to agree. 

The report was accepted. 

:\11'. CHICK of Kennebec: .l\lr. Pres­
idfnt, I ask permission to present 
some repol·ts at this time, out of or­
der. 

Unanimous consent was granted and 
that senator presented the final report 
of the joint standing committee on in­
land fisheries and game. 

Also from the committee on sea and 
shore fisheries, jOint resolution of the 
Senate and Assembly of the State of 
New Yorl, relatiye to the convention 
hetween the United States and Great 
Bl'itain for the protection of migratory 
hirds. 

Tile reports were accepted. 

that we correct the clerical error in Tho joint standing committee on 
this resolve. Is that the pleasure of federal relations presented its final 
the Senate? 

It was so voted and the secretary 
made the correction. 

The PRESIDENT: Tile Cllair lays be­
fore the Senate, S. D. 369, An Act to 
amend Section 16 of Chapter 59 of tile 
Revised Statutes, relating to the com­
pensation of inspectors of steamboats. 

Mr. HIGGINIS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, out of courtesy to my friend, 
Senator Chick, I would like to table 
this until later in tile day. I move it 
be tabled. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. Fulton of Aroos­
took, a recess was taken until 2.30 
o'clock this afternoon. 

After Recess 
Senate called to ordcr by the Pres­

ident at 2.30 o'clock. 

Mr. BUTLER of Knox: Mr. Pres­
ident, I would like to offer Senate 
Amendment A to S. D. 224, An Act for 
the enforcement of liens, on watches, 
clocks and jewelry for labor and ma­
terials furnished in making and re-
11airing sa.me. 

Senate Amendment A to S. D. 224. 
The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays be- Amend Senate Document 224, An 

fore the Senate S. D. 434, An Act to Act for the enforcement of liens on 
amend Chapter 121 of the Public Laws of watches, clocks, and jewelry for labor 
1917, entitled An Act to amend Section 17 and materials furnished in making and 
of Chapter 12 of the Revised Statutes, repairing same, by inserting after the 
providing for notice by registers of deeds word 'corporation' in line 1 of Section 
to municipal officers of real estate trans- 1, 'ha ving an established place of 
fers. business in this state.' So that said 

On motion by Mr. Chick of Kennebec section as amended shall read as fol-
the bill was passed to be engrossed. lows: 
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"Section 1. Every individual, part­
nership or corporation having an es­
tablished place of business in this 
state, engaged in making, altering or 
repairing any watch, clock or jewelry 
or expending any labol' or material 
thereon by direction or consent of the 
owner thereof, shall have a lien upon 
such watch, clock, or jewelry for his 
reasonable compensation for said labor 
and materials, which shall take pre­
cedence of all other claims and in­
cumbranees, and such ,,'atch, clock 
or jewelry shall be exempt from at­
taehment or execution ulltil sueh lien 
and the eost of satisfying: it are satis­
fied." 

On motion by Mr. Butler the vote 
was reconsidered whereby this bill 
was passed to be engross()cl. 

of driving logs and for the use in 
quarries, :1 ',d making it possible at this 
time for '1most any person, without 
any specia I explanation of his business 
to obtain ny amount of dynamite, he 
may desir" to have. 

And thE present time seems to be 
the proper time to regulate such mat­
ters, even if there was so much crisis 
pending a~ is now pending. 

Mr. GIJ,LIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I wish simply to endorse 
what the:,enator has said, and I am 
very glacl 'hat such a m,easure has been 
put in, fOl- [ am in a way connected 
with busill('SS in which we use just 
what the Senator has referred to, 
where peo I ,Ie can get all the dynamite 
they want if they can pay for it. 

Senate Amendment A was then On furt] er motion by Mr. Deering 
adopted and the bill as amended was the rules '",,'ere suspended and the bill 
passed to be engrossed. was read twice, and then passed to 

be engros~,pd. 

The PRESIDENT: In the An Act 
to amend Chapter 127 of the Revised 
Statutes, to make the plain the penal­
ties imposed under certain sections 
thereof, the Chair inadvertently over­
looked House Amendment A to this 
bill, which is H. D. 312, when it was 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Stanley of Ox­
ford, the vote was reeonsidered where­
by this bill was passed to be engrossed. 

House Amendment A was then 
adopted in eoncurrenee an<l the bill as 
amended passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

Mr. DEERING of YOI'll: Mr. Pres­
ident, I move that the rules be sus­
pended in order that I may introduce 
a public act, An Act to regulate the 
keeping of dynamite, powder and 
other explosives. 

The motion was agree,] to and the 
bill was reeeived. 

Mr. DEERING: Mr. President, I de­
sire to say that this matter was 
brought to my attention by Represen­
tative Powers, and it was on his ex­
planation of the large amounts, of dy­
namite that are stored in various 
sections of the State, for the purpose 

On moti,m by Mr. Stanley of Ox­
ford, S. D. :121, An Act amendatory of 
Seetion 27 'If Chapter 52 of the Revised 
Statutes, and to permit savings banks 
to invest h certain railroad bonds, was 
taken fron, the table. 

On furth ~,r motion by the same Sen­
ator the y, ,te was reeonsidered where­
by this bi] I was passed to be enaeted. 

The peniling question being on the 
adoption 0:' Senate Amendment A, the 
amendment was adopted. 

From thr' House: An Act to provide 
for the support of the families of vol­
unteers. 

In the House this was received and 
read UndE'I' suspension of the rules, 
and passer! to be engrossed. 

On moti'JI1 by Mr. Holt of Cumber­
land, undel' suspension of the rules the 
bill was rel~eived, given its two several 
readings ~I!ld then passed to be en­
grossed in concurrence. 

From th,,; House: An Aet to pro­
vide state pay for soldiers and sailors 
in the vnlunteer service of United 
States. 

In the I{ouse received, read three 
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times under suspension of the rules, was passf'd to lJe engrossed in con-
and passed to be engrossed. currence. 

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber­
land, the rules were suspended, the 
bill was given its two several readings, 
and was passed to be engrossed in con­
currence. 

From the House: An Act to provide 
for the organization of the Maine 
Home Guard during the continuance 
of war with Germany. 

In the House, received under sus­
pension of the rules, read three times, 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber­
land, the rules were suspended, the 
bill was given its two several read­
ings, and was passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

From the House: An Act to pro­
vide for the better defense of the State 
and for the discharge of its duties 
toward the national defense. 

In the House, received under sus­
pension of the rules, read three times, 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber­
land, the rules were suspended, the 
bill was given its two several readings, 
and was passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

From the Hou~e: An Act autllori;oing 
the taking of land for forts and other 
purposes. 

In the Hnuse receiYed, read tltree 
times under suspension of' the rule~, 

and passed to be engrossed. 
On motioll by Mr. Holt of Cumber­

lrlnd, the rules were suspended, the lJill 
,vas gi VE'!l its t,,'-o se\ f'ral r,~).adings ::tne] 
was passed to bE, engrossed in con­
currence. 

From the Hovse: An Act to provide 
for the appointment of special deputy 
sheriffs, 

In the House received, 
times under suspension of 
and passed to be engrossed. 

read 
the 

three 
rules, 

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber­
land, the rules ,vere suspended, the bill 
was given its two several readings and 

From the HOGse: An Act in relation 
to suits in court where two of the 
parties being in the military service of 
the LTnited States or of this state. 

In the House received, read three 
times under suspension of the rules, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

In the Senate under suspension of 
the rules, the hill was gi ven its two 
several readings and was passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Report of the committee of confer­
ence, on the disagreeing action of the 
two branches of the Legislature, on 
"ReRolYe, relating to equestrian statue 
of :vrajor General Oliver O. Howard, 
and a standing statue of Brevet Major 
General Joshua L. Chamberlain," (Sen­
ate No. 243) that a committee of the 
Legislature cODsi~ting of two members 
from the Senate and three from the 
House he a)}pointed by the presiding of­
ficer~ th0reof. It shall be the duty of 
said committee to investigate fully the 
suhject matter of this resolve and hear 
the parties intE;re~ted and make their 
recommendations to the next legisla­
ture. 

The reports were accepted. 

Report of the committee of confer­
ence, on the disagreeing action of the 
two branchE'S of the Legislature, on 
"Resoh'e in favor of the General Knox 
Chapter of the Daughters of the Amer­
ican Rcvoultion of Thomaston, Maine, 
and the Knox Academy of Arts "nd 
Sciences" (Senate No. 328) that a com­
mittee of the LE'gislature consisting of 
two I1wmj)ers from the Senllte 
8nd thru! from the HOHse be ap­
pointr>d by the presiding ofllcers 
1hc,,'eof. It shall be the duty of 
sail! committee to investigate fully the 
subj(>ct matter of this resolYe and hear 
the parties interested and make their 
recommendation to the next legisla­
ture. 

Mr. D~yies fre,m the committee on 
judiciary on An Act to amend Section 
2 of Chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to qualification of voters, (Sen­
ate No. 355), reported that the same 
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ought to pass. (Read the first time, 
and on motion by Mr. Davies of Cum­
berland, under suspension of the rules, 
read thE' second time and passed to be 
engrossed.) 

Majority repert of the committee on 
sea and shore fisheries, 011 bill, An Act 
to establish the legal length for lobsters 
in York and Cumberland counties, 
(Senate No. 169) that the same ought 
not to pass. 

(Signed) Peacock, "\Vood, Ames, 
Holt, Harman, Butler. 

Minority report of the f1ame commit­
tee on the same bill, submitting the 
same in a new draft under title of "An 
Act to establish the legal length for 
lobsters in York, CumberIand and Lin­
coln counties." 

(Signed) Newcomb, Harris, Fletcher, 
Goldthwait. 

Mr. PEACOCK of "\Vashington: Mr. 
President, I move that we accept the 
majority report. 

Mr. DEERING of York: Mr. Pres­
ident, one of the Senators interested in 
this bill is absent. I move that the re­
ports be tabled, pending acceptance of 
eithE'r, to be taken up later. 

Final Reports. 

Mr. Davies from the committee on 
judiciary suhmitted its final report. 

On motio:n by Mr. Deering of York, 
S. D. 159, "'I n Act to authorize the erec­
tion of dan ,8 and storage basins un Bog 
Brook and tributaries in Dead River 
Plantation in Somerset county, was 
taken from the table. 

The Pln:SIDENT: In the House, 
House Am,.'ndn-,ent A was adopted. In 
the Senate that amenament ,'ias indef­
initely po, t.ponE·d; the House adilered' 
to its form"r action. The pending ques­
is on the reconsideration of the indef­
inite postpnnement of House Amend­
ment A. 

Mr. DEl<HING: Mr. PresiCIent, that 
is the bill Ihe way it was written, as 
if the part i "8 in tETested desired to have 
the water :;torage basin for the cre­
a tion of D( .wer, for the purpose of sell­
ing power, when really they do not con­
template SllCh an act. 

I will st1' to to the Senate that this is 
the ordinal'.v form for people who de­
sire to ha-', (' a log driving privilege. I 
move we ,·econsider the vote whereby 
we inneJinitely postponed House 
Amendmer I: A. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, ct." I understa.nd the proced­
ure to be 'eYe recede and concur. We 
adopted tll3 ordinary Baxter Amend­
ment. 

Mr. Bartlett from the committee The PR;;SIDENT: This is a long 
on State sanatoriums submitted its fin- ,~mendmen··. the amendment and some-
al report. thing else added. 

Mr. CONAKT of Waldo: Mr. Pres­
ident, I move that we tHke from the 
table, H. D. 679, Hesolve continuing un­
expended bahnce of appr')priation pro­
vided by Chapter 321 of the Resolves of 
1913, entitled "ResolYe in favor of aid in 
the construction of a highway bridg" 
across the St. John River, between Fort 
Kent, Maine, and St. Prancis, New 
Brunswick. 

'The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DA "TES: Mr. President, I wish 
to be recOl ded against it. 

Mr. GIL], [C\T of Penobscot: Mr. Pres­
ident, may I understand what is going 
on nov,r? 

The PRE:SIDE",,"T: 'This is an amend­
ment authorizing Blaine S_ Viles, and 
Guy P. G Ulnett, their assigns and 
heirs to et', 'ct cl8.ms for the purpose of 
driving 10;.;,., and for manufacturing. 

Mr. CONAXT: Mr. Prpsident, I 11n- Mr. GIL[,IN: Has there been an 
derstand that the pending question is amendmel1' attached to that'? 
on the adoption of Hous'·, Amendment 
B. I move that we recon;"ider the vote The PR FJSIDENT: House Amend­
wherehy this bill was passed to be en- ment A WCI H adopted in the House, and 
grossed. in the Ser,,,te House Amendment was 

The motion was agreed to and 
bill was passed to be engrossed 
amended by House Amendment B. 

the indefinitely postponed. 

as Mr. GIL! ,TN: Mr. President, I movo 
that we adhere to our former action. 
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The PRESIDENT: The question that they should receive their charter because 
takes precedence is the motion of Sen- the Baxter amendment will not affect 
ator Deering' that we recede and con- them and they should not lose their 
cur with the House in the adoption of money after they have invested it. 
House Anwndment A. I move we recede and concur. 

A Yint Yoce \"ote being taken the mo-
tion "was Im;t. Mr. BURLEIGH of Aroostook: Mr. 

On motion by Mr. Gillin of Penobscot, President, this corporation generates their 
the Senate yoted to adhere to its form- power in ::---rew Brunswick and it is all one 
er action. 

Mr. DEERING of York: :;\lr. President, 
I move to take from the table An Act to 
incorporate the Gould Electric Company. 

The motion was agreed to. 

companY,-it is called the Maine and New 
Brunswick Power Company. Xow 1n 
New Brunswick, Canada, they have to 
pay a large tax upon the net earnings ot 
that company, not only earnings that 
they have in the State of Maine, but the 
earnings they have in ::---rew Brunswick. 

Mr. DEERIXG: This company is a Now most of their earnings are in the 
company which manufactures all of its State of Maine. Very small are the earn-

ings in X ew Brunswick. In order not to 
power in the province of New Brunswick, have to pay a tax in New Brunswick on 
across the line in Canada, and it has not 
the same status as the companies in the earnings in the State of Maine they 
which we have adhered and killed the have formed two companies,-the same 
charters. It is a company all of the owners ;n both companies. There is the 
power of which comes from the Aroostook company that does business in New 

Falls in a foreign country, and of course 
if that foreign country should adopt the 
same laws that we have adopted the 
county of Aroostoo~ could not get any 
power at all. 

Brunswick, and the company that does 
business in Maine; so that in paying their 
taxes in New Brunswick they only have 
to pay taxes on the earnings of their 
road in Kew Brunswick, and not upon the 
earnings of their road in the State of 

Now I understand the Baxter amend- Maine. The corporation in Maine is sep­
ment has been added to the charter of arate. Now they do not object to the 
this company which manufactures its Baxter amendment but they are perfect­
electricity in Xew Brunswick and sends ly willing that the Baxter amendment 
it to Aroostook. These gentlemen have should he put onto their charter in the 
gone ahead with their proceedings and State of Maine. 
have spent quite a large amount of 
money in engineering and surveying and 
various things of that sort and they ex­
pect to expend much more, and to kill 
the charter that they have put in here 
would cause a great loss to them, and the 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, if I interpret the remarks cor­
rectly of the senator from York and the 
senator from Aroostook it is confessedly 
true that the Baxter amendment so-called 

Baxter amendment or any other amend- if placed upon this charter can be abso­
ment similar to it would not amount to lutely of no value, that is correct, is it 
anything one way or the other; it could not, Senator Burleigh? 

not possibly change their status in any Mr. BURLEIGH: That is as I under­
way, shape or manner, and while there stand it. All the power that they have 
is no man in the Senate that has a today is generated at Aroostook Falls, a 
greater antipathy for that Baxter amend- few miles perhaps a mile beyond the Iim­
ment than I have, I desire to say that in its of the State of Maine. 
the case of a company of this kind that 
had expended its money I am willing to Mr. DAVIES: And in the Dominion of 
submit my antipathy to the Baxter Canada, and they are asking us to write 
amenclment in this One Case so that the into their charter that they should he 
people who have spent their money there prohihited from the transportation of 
will not have to lose it. I believe that electricity outside of the State of Maine. 
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Could there be anything more ridiculous of Repres'"'ntatives is fastened the 
than that? Absurdity has wrought its Baxter Anlendment. The House ad­
masterpiece when you come to vote to heres to t}~ at Baxter amendment and 
put that amendment onto this charter. the Senate kills it, and then if we keep 
Now in the riame of reason and in the on with thi" same attitude the charter 
name of good judgment, after the posi- itself dies between the two houses. 
tion that we have taken on this thing Now I do )I:,t want my personal opin­
here in the past, for heaven's sake don't ion in regal :1 to the Baxter amendment 
do it. to deprive I he gentlemen in Aroostook 

County of :lIlY of the money that they 
Mr. GILLI=-- of Penobscot: Mr. Presi- have spent. That is my position. If 

dent, I think we are agreed with the dis- they were willing to sacrifice their 
tinguished senator from Cumberland. charter, oj" if they had nothing at 
But as a great man once said, and I al- stake, I w, "lId not take this position; 
ways like to repeat their phrases,-this is and my p(.:;ition is perfectly consist­
a condition and not a theory which con- ent with th, way I have already voted. 
fronts us, if y.0u want this charter. And I I do not b,·lieve in the Baxter amend­
move to bury my hostility, as the distin- ment. I tll ink it is a set-back to in­
guished gentleman of Penobscot county dustry in the State of Maine. But 
one time said, and agreed to turn my these m·en Ire developing the State of 
head away when I vote, on account of Maine and r believe that they should 
the distinguished senator from Aroos- not be obli~ed to lose moOney because 
took and also from York. I hope that of somethillg in their charter which 
my brother Davies with me will bury has been inserted there without their 
his antagonism so that a corporation consent. 

from outside of the State sending elee- Mr. Fur TON of Aroostook: Mr. 
tricity into it may have this charter. r 
am going to so vote. But under no President, I remember very well that 
other circumstances would I do it. when we in'"roduced those amendments 

to that ch" ,'tel' I was the one to say 
Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, the sell- that it m, ·,lns a lot to Aroostook 

ator from Penobscot, Mr, Gillin, mistakes county. v', '0 are tryilng to develop 
my attitude. My attitude is not one of that new "ounty and this company 
antagonism at all. My attitude is merely that has be en formed wish to develop 
one of consistency, and that is admittecl the power ,0 that they may be able 
on the part of everybody hNe I assume, to build some more electric lines in 
and I cannot bring myself to vote for the Aroostook county. ,Ve have one little 
writing in to the charter of this electric electric linE'. ,Ve want to build some 
company this amendment '.vhen I have more; and we are willing to accept 
voted over and over again that it was not the amendment. Anything that will 
necessary and as a matter of principle it not endang"r the passage of the bill, 
should not be applied. :;\Iucll 'is I respect for these m,'n have out in their moOney 
the opinion of the senator fmm Penob- and it mear's a lot to these men, and 
scot and the senator of Yorl" my mind to Aroostook county in general, and 
so works, Mr. President, that I do not I hope the Senate will consider the 
find myself in a position to do it. condition, a'1 my esteemed friend from 

Penobscot ~,'"ys, and not the theory at 
Mr. DEERING: Mr. Presi<1ent, as stat- this time. 

ed in the beginning there is nobody that 
dislikes this tremendous-

Mr, GILLIN: That is a good adJective. 

Mr. DEERING: -"-pl"oposition 
more than I do. But here are people 
who come here to this legislature 
for the purpose of getting this charter 
and upon that chartet' in the House 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, just 
one moment. I think the condition in 
which we are placed is well illustrated 
by the stOI'\", fellow senators, of the 
Irishman who started to tell the wife 
of the death of her husband who had 
been suddelily killed. He went into 
the house and sat down in a chair, 
and looked very sad, and the wife 
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looked around at him-it was told me 
by one of my distinguished brother 
attorneys today-and said ""Yhat is 
the matter?" ""Yell," he said, "I don't 
like to tell you." And she asked him 
again. He said, "Bridget, be gorra, 
your husband has joined the Christian 
Scientists." "Oh, Lord," she says, 
"Pat, I wish he had died before he did 
that!" ""Yell madam, you have got 
~'our wish; he is dead." So Mr. Pres­
ident and fellow senators to attach the 
Baxter amendment on to this is a legal 
absurdity and let it go through, and 
I think I can say to the distinguished 
senator from Yarmouth and Cumber­
land that it is dead, as dead as was 
the woman's husband whom she didn't 
want to join the Christian Scientists. 

Mr. DAVIES: It would be perfectly 
satisfactory to me if the people who 
want this charter or amendment would 
adopt the Christian Science theory and 
think that they had it when we voted 
it down. (Laughter.) 

The PHESIDBN'l': The question 
before the Senate is on the motion of 
the Senator from York, Senator Deer­
ing, that we recede and concur with 
the House in adopting House Amend­
ment A. 

A viva voce vote was had and House 
amendment was adopted in concur­
rence and the hill as amended was 
passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: I move 
that we now take from. the table H. D. 
No. 380, An Act to amend Chaptel' 
9, Section 27 of the R S. ] 916, relating 
to the amount of tax on railroads, 
how asr;ertained. 

The motion was agreed to. 

At the hearing it developed that the 
roads in the State of Maine, the larger 
roads, were at the present time un­
usually prosperous, and while they 
have their burdens in the way of in­
creased expenditures for coal and un­
der the new Adamson bill, yet it is 
true that every citizen in the State 
of Maine also has added burdens due 
to the higher cost of living and due 
to the higher cost of the necessities 
of life. 

So it seemed to the committee, after 
fully considering the matter, that in 
view of the fact that these larger bur­
dens were to be put upon the citizens 
of the State generally that it would 
not be unfair to have the corporations 
who are receiving this increased in­
come also assume the burdens. 

I would call the attention of the 
senators that this rate works in this 
way. The higher rate of 6 per cent 
which would be established by this 
act would only apply in abnormal 
times, that is, times when the rail­
roads were very prosperous in the way 
of receiving increased earnings. Should 
there be a reaction due to the ending 
of the war, which we will all pray 
will happen in the near future, should 
business conditions due to the stimu­
lus of the war recede and the tide of 
prosperity recede, then automatically 
this rate will drop, that is, the road 
will not have to pay the higher rate 
if its earnings are decreased due to 
the reaction in business. So it Reemed 
to the committee that this was not an 
unreasonable burden to put upon the 
railroads of the State of Maine at 
the present time. 

Therefore, although I regret to differ 
with tIle Senator from Penobscot, I 
shall go on record as against his mo-

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I tion. 
move that we indefinitely postpone it. Mr. GILLI"': Mr. President, I dislike 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Ml'. very much, my fellow senators, to occupy 
President I am sorry to disagree with the time of this Senate at this time, and 
my friend from Penobscot, Senator I assure you that I will be as brief as I 
G111in, but this is a matter which was possibly can in speaking to this measur~ 
brought before the committee on tax- and in support of my motion. I do not 
ation and the substance is that on think that there is any attorney practic­
gross receipts. of raill'oad companies in ing law in the State of Maine who is in a 
the State of Maine, the upper limit of better position to argue for the postpone­
the tax which is now 5'h per cent is ment of the increase of taxation of rail­
raised to 6 per cent. roads, than I am myself. Any practicing 
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lawyer who has examined the books from ready aujusl,.'u our taxation problem by 
the 81st volume of the Maine Reports auding therE .0, making it 6.6, so to speak, 
down to the 114th, wherever they find my so that this ,licking out from among th" 
name will find it against the Maine Cen- bunch of to,>: payers, corporations, I mean, 
tral and all other railroadH, because I the Maine ("ntral, Boston & Maine, and 
have never been retained by them. I can the little p. j·t of the Canadian Pacific 
also say that out of their ,coffers to my that runs tJrough your State, and the 
clients, through my humble services, other road lilat is in this bill and that 
there have been paiu hundreds of thou- this bill strll;es, T believe that we ought 
sands of dollars. I have never been re- not to do i1 at this time. And I do not 
tained by them yet. I believe that they believe that individually I have the op­
are great public benefactors, anu I be- port unity 01 going to the bottom of the 
lieve that they should be tr"ated as such. subject in 3 manner so that I could my­
At thiEl time in the history of our legis- self vote up·.,n it. 
lative body here,-1 do not know how it )s Now 1st, ,,')d here this morning, and I 
with the other members oj' this Senate, found that '""ery other senator was in 
but I assure you that I could not get to the same ,(undition, at least by their 
the bottom of this guestion sufficiently to silence-I a·,[{ed the Senate if any man 
vote npon it intelligently. had read tlI '.:, bill, and as I remember it 

Now there is One thing in the rail- there was l:)t one member in this body 
roads today that this hitH, the Maine who said h,' had. Was there? If there 
Central and the Boston and Maine, and was, let hilll speak now. Now then, we 
the Canadian Pacific, which pays the ought to r{':lc! these bills and give the 
small snm of $63,579, pay into the treas- proper cons' :leration, and go into all the 
ury of the State of Maine almost a mil- details, pac ,lphernalia, so to speak, of 
lion dollars in taxation on their fran- the whole :·'ubject matter, and I do not 
chises and their real estate. The Adam- think that ',,'e ought to place this tax 
SOn law, which has been declared consti- upon these l'oads when we have not in­
tutional by a majority of the courts of creased the Lax on our telephones, on our 
the nation, is going to throw upon these telegraphs, and when another measure 
roads an added burden of approximately which taxe, other roads has gone by the 
$250,000, and there is not a lawyer in the board, whel' they are paying to your 
State of :Maine, and I doubt if there IS State alrea,ly this great sum, and fnr­
one in the Union today who knows what thermore w lien thev are paying into your 
the real extent of the AdamHon law is in State almoH! a million dollars. 
its applicability to the employees of rail- Notwithst:·.nding the fact that for thirty 
roads. Now then, there is something else years in the practice of the law I have 
which we have to take into consideration. always been opposed to them, as the 
These railroads at this particular time books will ·;how to any lawyer in the 
are going to be great public servants. State of M"ine, during that entire period 
They always were, they always are never havir g been retained by them, yet 
amenable to the demands of the people I recogniZE! the fact that they are great 
in the State for military purposes. That public se1'\'"nts, and I am sick and tired 
is another burden which m"~' be added on of these pe('llle who are handling our rail­
to the railroads of the country. But there roads and 1 rying to tf'.X them and trying 
is one thing that is simplE' and plain. If to throw b1lrdens on them when many of 
we go to work now and increase the tax them thro Ighout the nation by their 
of these railroads which are paying into using thei1' big sticks have been driven 
our State practically a million dollars. I into the h:, :lds of receivers. 
am speaking of the railroads that this And ther<' are two sides of the question. 
bill affects, if you increase it of course 
they will have to increase their freight 
rates to meet these great burdens that 
are thrown upon them. 

Now I understand, and I think every 
senator understands, that we have al-

The other "llle of the question I have not 
had time I" examine. And with all due 
respect to ny fellow senators, to whose 
intelligence I am always ready to bow, 
when they lave not studied this measure, 
when they have not even read the bill, in 
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the name of common sense are you go­
ing to tax these roads under this bill and 
let all of the other corporations in yoUl' 
Sta te go scott free? It does not appeal 
to me. I do not believe it appeals to the 
reason and the sense of justice that is 
locked up in the brain of this distin­
guished body representing the great 
business interE;sts of the State in this 
chamber in so far as we can represent 
them. 

And, Mr. President, without going into 
further details-I was in hopes I would not 
have to speak on it at all-I wish simply 
to renew my motion that at this time, 
under all these circumstances, and for 
many reasons that I have not seen fit to 
divulge to you that I could talk about 
here and unnecessarily occupy your time, 
I hope that the members of this Senate 
will vote to indefinitely postpone this 
measure at this time in the interests of 
justice and in the interests of fair dealing 
towards these corporations. Particularly 
and especially when our tax rate Is al­
ready taken care of, when as I under­
stand it, we do not need this money that 
you are attempting to take from them. 
and upon the further basis that they are 
paying now all the tax that they ought to 
pay into the State of Maine co-equal with 
any other individual or corporation in 
your State. 

And I again make my motion that it be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. MERRILL of Somerset: Mr. Presi­
dent, I think the gentleman has well and 
truly said that he does not know any­
thing about this subject and has not 
given it any study. 

Mr. GILLIN: That is correct. 

Mr. :Yn~RRJLL,: I am going to agree 
with him. I am going to agree with 
him for this reason, that Ile says that 
we have already taken care of the tax 
for the next two years and we do 110t 
need to tax the railroads. 

Now how have we taken care of 
that? How, pray tell me, fellow sen­
ators, have we taken care of the tax 
for the next two years? By levying 
an extra mill on the real estate of 
the State of Maine and not adding one 
dollar or one cent to the corporate 
property of the State of Maine. And 

the corporate property of the State of 
Maine is practicaHy equal in dollars 
and cents to the real estate and per­
sonal property of the State of Maine. 

There was a class of bills introduced 
into this House and I supposed, and 
everyone of the committee on taxa­
tion, had been voted upon ought to 
pass. 'Vhen they came into this House 
the report was ought not to pass, and 
every bill turned down except this bill 
that was here presented. Every rail­
road in the State of Maine, every tele­
phone and telegraph, the Pullman car 
service, the insurance, and the other 
corporate interests of the State of 
Maine were all equally taxed on a fair 
and equal basis. We ask simply that 
the railroad tax be increased one-half 
of one mill. 

Previous to these bills being entered 
here in the House, there was the bill 
that is now under discussion which af­
fects only four roads in the State of 
Maine, the Maine Central, the Boston 
& Maine, Canadian Pacific and the 
Grand Trunk, and it asks to raise the 
limit five mills on a dollar of the 
gross transportation receipts at the 
upper end of it; that is, the increas­
ing limit was 5:JA, and they placed the 
limit in this bill at 6 per cent. 

I think the Senators understand the 
basis upon which railroads are taxed. 
It is th is: That the first $1500 earned 
as gross transportation per mile under 
the statute as it now exists is 5 mills 
on a dollar, and they have on every 
increase of $400 over that $1500 an in­
creased tax of 1-4 of 1 per cent, 2:JA, 
mills. The limit being 5:JA, per cent, 
the 1\1aine Cenll'al have reached the 
limit, the Grand Trunl" Boston & 
Maine and Canadian Pacific have 
practical!y reached their limit. Now 
they ask to have it increased to 6 per 
cent. 

'Vhat were the bills that we put in 
on all of the railroads? They put the 
5 mills extra taxation onto the first 
end and the gross transportation re­
ceipts per mile at $1500 a mile was 
one cent, at $1900 was one cent and 
one-quarter and increasing in the same 
ratio every $400, one-quarter of one 
per cent. 

Now we had our hearing. The rail-
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-!'oads came in, they practically said if 
you: have got t'o, have money you 
have ~ot to have it. I know the Maine 
Central said "We can stand it." The 
Boston and Maine, which comes in 
here and earns millions of dollars in 
our state,-they simply run through 
here on an iron track and they go out 
of the State of Maine, they carry out 
·all of their earnings, and the only thing 
that Maine gets out of the Boston & 
Maine Railroad is its accommodation, 
its public benefits to the State. But 
,so far as the dollars and cents are 
'concerned they carry every dollar out 
'of it and all we get is what we tax 
them. All we get out of the Grand 
'Trunk is our tax. All we get out of 
'the Canadian Pacific is our tax. 

I do not mean to say that they are 
not a public utility, because they are; 
,and we all admit it and are glad to 
have them here. But we have to have 
funds to pay the running expenses of 
the State, and I want to go on record 
'here today, and I do not want to go 
to my home nor my constituents, and 
say to them that I did not stand up in 
behalf of the tax payers of my county 
when they undertook to lE'vy hundreds 
of thousands of dollars U]lon my con­
stituents and let go free and clear 
every corporate interest in the State 
of Maine. 

pay the em Te enchanced taxation for 
1917 and Hl 8. 

If you wi II look up the record of the 
Maine Cen' ral Railroad, the Boston 
and Maine ~ailroad, the Canadian Pa­
cific Railro;1 d, and all the other rail­
roads in th,: State of Maine, and doing 
business in the State of Maine today, 
you will finl that they have had a very 
prosperous year in the past, one of 
the m,ost PI" ,sperous ever. 

Another Illing you talk about the 
Adamson hi 'N, and the learned senator 
from Peno], ,:cot says, why, it will in­
crease their expenses $250,000. Well, I 
don't doubt it a mite. I don't doubt 
but what i1 is a good deal more than 
$250.000 and I think it is when you take 
into considc 'ation the high price of coal 
and thc exp' nse in their labor accounts. 
But whati I' it? They can go to the 
Public Utilit les Commission and ask for 
an increase in their rates. And they 
will get it. There isn't any question but 
what they';,ill get it. ,\Ve have to pay 
for all of tl e coal that they burn, and 
cdl of thp E' Igines that they use, wear, 
Hnd "\vear (' It, and e\yery accident, and 
every bill ,,'here injuries occur to the 
pasH('ngers, Ihe public pays it all. They 
collect it. "'.'e 1,ay it. You need not 
worry one 'nite about the railroads 
not being a lie to take care of them­
selves. The:, are. 

Now the llistit:guished senator from 
And I want to say to you, Mr. Pres- Bangor tall;"d aI-out many roads bein,g 

ident and fellow 'Senators, when the in the hand'l of receivers on account of 
next two years roll arocll1rr and you the big stic"l;s that were wielded by tht' 
have gone home to your constituents legislatures of different states taxing 
and I have gone home to mine, they Them, l\faw: of them, like the Boston 
will show you what you al'e undertak- & Maine, like the Hartford & New 
ing to do here today, to put the entire Haven, aml many others that I could 
extra tax onto the shouldees of the mention, ell'l' in the hands of receivers 
farmers and not a dollar onto the not througl: taxation hut through the 
shoulders of the corporations of the miqappropr! ttion and mismanagement 
State of Maine. You rememher, th"t of their ofiif'ps. 
when you come back here you will Now, Mr, Pr~Fident and fellow sen­
come back hm'e, if you com,e at all, as ators. pcrh"ps you imagine that I am 
Democrats and not as Republicans, be- going to asl" you to vote for this bill. 
cause the Republicans of this State I am not. I am going to ask you to in­
'and the Democratic party of this definitely p, ,stpone it, because I believe 
State will unite hands and not allow it is the m,)st damnable hill that has 
you and me to stay here and under p\'er heen i lltrr:duced in this Senat" 
the influenee of the lobby that has cluring the entire session. \iVhpn it 
been around this State House evcr picks out j1lst four roads. the Maine 
since the first day of January, allow us Ct'ntral. Pc" ton & Maine, Canadian Pa­
to pass a law here maIling one-half clllc and Gmmi Trunk and leaves the 
'of the property of the St:Lte of Maine nam~or & Aroostook and every other 
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one of them out. I am not for that 
kind of equalization of taxation, and 
this is my reason, that when the proper 
bills were introduced, and wilen from 
some influence of other-·God only 
knows from what it came·-those bills 
were turned dov7n and these four roads 
singlcd out, the Bangor & Aroostook 
with $30,000,000 of capital or practically 
tlla t, left out of it with the telegraph 
and telephone companies and they are 
brought in and turned down, I say to 
you, Mr. President and fellow senators, 
I will not stano for any such bill. If 
the whole bill is not right then the 
whole bill is wrong and I v;ant to be 
recorded now and here in opposition to 
what I call the most damnable attempt 
to crowd a trrx on to a few of the roads 
2nd leaYe the rest out scott free. 

Mr. HOL'r: Mr. Presidf'nt anJ I<'el­
low Senators, in justice to the com­
mittee I llelieyc that a further state­
ment SllOUld be made by m" as to the 
position of the committee rrnd the 
reason why the committee report on 
this bm is ought to pass. 

'J'his j,ill was iyotroduceJ at the hegin­
ning of the ~e~~sion, or near tJle hegin­
ning, and a full hearing was had upon 
the bill. Lrrter a new draft was sub­
lnitted b:v the ~E'nator froln Somerflet, 
Senator !\Terrill 'shich began the t;}xing 
of the rO'lds at the lowest limit rrnd in­
<:lud0d all the roads in the State of 
'\Taine. 

Now the position of the committee is 
simply this, that we took each case on 
its merits 3S it C3me before us as ap­
plied to any corporation. IVe studied 
into th e facts of the case rrnd det€'r­
mined whether it would be fair or not 
to that corporatic.n to bear the tax. For 
instance, a bil! was introduced to tax 
the t01('phone companies, raising their 
tax which is now 6 per cent to 7 per 
cen t, Tha t is estimated upon til e gross 
earnings of telE'phone companies. It 
takes 5 p€'r cent out of those e8rnings 
on all their b\l~iness done within the 
State and bet\veen the State, that is, 
on all toll calls between the Sta tes. 
That trrx was raised in 1911 from four 
per cent to six per cent upon the gross 
earnings of the telephone company. ,ve 
went into the situation of how the 
State of Maine taxed the telephone 

companies, in reference to the taxation 
of the telephone companies in other 
states of New England, and we 
found that in addition to this six 
per cent upon the gross earning:;;; the 
telpphone company was paying about 
$10],000 on its real estate and 
the total trrx made a tax of 6,21 per 
cent llpon your telephone company, the 
largest of any state in New England. 
So it seemed to the committee that it 
was not fair to report that bill in as 
<mght to pass for the reason that the 
telephone company was already carry­
ing its due share of the burdens of tax­
ation. 

The reason why we reported this rail­
wad hill was t11is, as I said in my form­
er statement that the most prosperous 
roads c(mld afford to prry the tax; that 
it 'worked automatically, should there 
he a reaction in business the tax would 
drop down from the higher rate to rr 
lowpr rate. 

Now what wrrs the reason that we did 
not report the bill which the Sena­
tor from Somerset drafted, which 
would tax eyery railroad in the State 
(·f Maine? IVe found that under that 
ldll there would be aJded some $21,000 
in r0venue, Out of that, $19,000 came 
out of the B. & A. A yonng man ;}P­
peared hefore 0111' committee in defence 
of the Dang'or & Aroostook and he 
l'r(>sented the f8cts to our committee. 
It v:rrs 'lot flny general statement about 
1he road being a benefit, IVe all know 
that they are a benefit to the St8te of 
Maine. But it was a statement of facts, 
of their situation, as regards the Ban­
gor & Aroostoo], railroad. It showed 
that their net earnings the last y('ar, 
were, I think, a little ovpr $200,000. It 
show0d that their corrl bill with the 
present high price of coal would wipe 
that net profit right out,-should the 
present price continue; to say nothing 
of the burd0ns of the Adamson law. 

So it s('emed to the committee as ap­
plied to this particular road that it 
would have been an injustice to have 
laid this tax upon them and that was 
Oln-- J'C;la£on, and cur only reason, for re­
porting- the lJill Gut ought not to pass. 

As to the larger roads it appeared 
from their earnings and it appearerl 
in the hearing that they could bear 
this added tax; that it might be that 
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they would have to take it out of the wanted to 'aise this railroad rate to 6 
public. -VVe all know, hS has been per cent, t'le same as all of the tele­
brought out here that iit ultimately phones. :I accept his amendment. 
does come out of the public, but yet There is I nly one telephone which 
they could bear it, and bE-cause of the pays 6 pc cent. That is the New 
large earnings,-that increasing this England. "md the tax bill on tele­
rate would only apply so long as the phones an,1 telegraphs did not affect 
large earnings continued. the New EI gland Telephone at all be-

So I believe that the position of the cause it h t the limit of taxation at 
committee was fully justiified in deal- 6 per cent 
ing with these matters a s they came Mr. HOL T: I do not like to keep 
before us. Thel'e were other bills in- intel"ruptin but, as, I remember, the 
traduced here, at a late hour one tax- bill raised ,t from 6 to 7 per cent. 
ing express companies. ,Ve found in 
that case that on earnings of approx- lVIl'. ME ,HILL: I understand it 
imately $600,000, which 42 per cent fectly wei If you will produce it 
went into the railroad 011 which this you will i nd that the limit was 6 
franchise tax was levied later so that per ceDt-- am perfectly sure because 
the tax of 42 per cent out of that I drew it. 

$600,000, on the halance they were pay- Mr. HOl.T: They are already pay-
ing about $25,000; and it seemed that ing 6 pel' "cnt. 
that was a large tax. So that the com-
mittee reported that bill ought not to 
pass. 

Each bill was considered upon its 
merits as it appeared to the committee, 
and it was decided without any polit­
ical considerations whatsoever. I be­
lieve that that should be the farthest 
from our thoughts when we aee deal­
ing with these matters. And I believe 
that the committee were justified on 
account of the facts tha t were pre­
sented to them in regard to this rail­
road bill in raising this from 5'h per 
cent to 6 per cent, 6 per cent being the 
rate which the telepholle companies 
already paid upon all their gross 
earnings. I believe that that was 
fully justified in view of the fact. 

Mr. MERRILL: Mr. President, I 
know the distinguished senator from 
Cumberland does not mean to mis­
state anything, but all of the telo­
phones do not pay 6 per cent. There 
is but one telephone in the State that 
pays 6 per cent. 

Mr. HOLT: Mr. Pl'Psident, I am 
sorry to interrupt. I thinl{ I mentioned 
the New England company and com­
pared the New England company tax 
here with that paid in other states. 
I meant to apply it to the New England 
company. 

Mr. MERRILL: Your statement 
just before you sat down that you 

Mr. ME I tRILL : understand it 
perfectly 11d I left the limit there. 
I left the i !mit on all of the railroads 
at 6 per cnt; it was 5112. I made it 
6 per cent But the basis of the rail­
road tax (. nnot be compared with the 
basis of ti,8 telephone tax, because it 
is a very llifferent proposition, where 
the teleph! nes are in their gross re­
ceipts reef'i ving but a few thousands of 
dollars, tJ: e railroads are receiving 
hundreds ,f thousands of dollars and 
millions of dollars. So that it means 
a very va:"t difference. 

Now so much for the telephones. 
They wer<' increas.ed slightly. They 
gave abou': $30,000 additional income 
in favor (,' the State. And the tele­
phone cor )panies came in and they 
found pradically no fault whatever, 
and some of them said: "Why, yes, 
we can ;·,tand it. You need more 
money fO!' the State. We are willing 
to do, or,)y don't put it too high." 
,Vell now, we left the limit right where 
it was bef,re, but we laid a little more 
tax on th( earnings of the company. 

Now as to the Bangor & Aroostook 
road. He) ',) is its stockholders. I have 
a list of tl"em. There is the Aroostook 
Constructillll Company, Bangor, Maine, 
31,975 shares; the Van Buren Bridge 
Company, 2500 shares; and then there 
are a few individuals, I suppose they 
are the liirectors, Henry Binney of 
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Boston, and James Brown of New 
York, one share; T. lJ. Coe, Bangor, 
l\Iaine, 1 :share; \V. A. Danforth, Ban­
gor' Maine, 1 share; C. A. :YIilIiken, 
Augusta, Maine, 1 share; Charles B­
Oak, Bangor, Maine, 1 share; A. \V. 
Spaulding, Caribou, 1 :share; 1'. R. 
'I'odel, 1 :share; John \Vatson, Houlton, 
1 share. 

Does any Senator in this House be­
lieve that the Bangor Construction 
Company which owns 31,975 shares in 
one block of the Bangor & Aroostool<; 
Rail1'oad cannot afford to puy a half 
a mill on a dollar of extnl taxes to 
help pay the expenses of the rllnning 
of the govel'nment of the "State of 
Maine for the year 1917 and 1918 just 
as well as you can pay an extl'a full 
mill on your piano, or yonI' horse, or 
your buggy, or your farm·, or your 
house? I ask you, gentlemen, to an­
swer the Cjuestion and stop and think 
of it. Cannot these two institutions 
that own almost (34.500 slmres) the 
f'ntil'e stod, of the Bangor ,'Ie Aroos­
took 1'oad afford to pay a half mill 
as well as you can offord to Jla 0' a 
mill? 

reached the limH of taxation on them 
that is fair. It seems to me, inas­
much as the people pay the bills, that 
before we increase the tax on them 
any more it would be better to lower 
the mileage rates and freight rates in 
the intere~ts of the people of CYlaine. 
Then if, as suggested by the Senator 
from Somerset, Senator Merrill this 
gross inequality appears, I think we 
should agree with the two distin­
guished Senators and vote to indefi­
nitely postpone at this time. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I have not before me a copy of 
tlle hill, having ~ent home the printed 
bill ,yhich I had on my desk. I want to 
be sure that I understand the question 
~orrccll,', and my understanding is that 
this bill lays t118 increased tax against 
the ::\Jaine Central, against the Boston 
and ::\Jaine, against the Canadian Pacific 
and the Grand Trunk, and laid it against 
no otllcr railroad. 

The PRl';SIDENT: The Chair under­
stands it that way. 

]Ur. DA YIES: ,Yhat is the reason for 
Then I asl, you, fellow Senators. to tllat bill'? 

vote to inc1efinit€'ly postpone this bill. 

.!\II'. BUTLER of Knox: ]\II'. Pres­
ident, I had not intended to ~ay an,'­
thing; I do not intend to speak at 
any length. I am for incl'casec1 taxa­
tion on such corporations as these 
when I am satisfied that it is for the 
welfare of the State of Majne, the 
welfare of the people of Maine, the 
people who support them" and at the 
same time not destructive to the COr­
porations. 

Now it seems to me,-I understand 
that sufficient revenue has been pro­
vided in 1917 and 1918-that if we 
were going to do anything here now 
we would better reduce the fare to 
two-cent mileage and lower the freight 
rates, because an additional tax very 
likely might result in increased freight 
rates. There is only one way a cor­
poration has to get money, and that is 
from the people, and they have to get 
enough to pay running expenses and I 
suppose some dividends. There is a 
limit; I do not know whether we have 

Mr. HOLT: It does not pick out any 
roads. It simply raises the rate from 
ii l-~ to G per cent. If a railroad is earn­
ing " per cent it pays the tax whatever 
its name may be. It so happens that 
tho"e roads you have mentioned are 
t118 only roads. 

Mr. DAVIES: But the basis of the 
Senator's argument is that it all comes 
out of the public? 

::\11'. HOLT: That is true of all the 
taxation. 

Mr. DAVIES: If it is coming out of 
the public from the Boston & Maine 
and the Maine Central, and the Canadian 
Pacific, and the Grand Trunk, why 
shouldn't it come out of the public for 
tlle other roads? That is what I cannot 
understand. To show you, Mr. President, 
in talking about it casually with the 
gentleman interested here I told him 
that I was opposed to the bill, but 
hearing the opening remarks of Senator 
Merrill in regard to it I took the trou-
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ble to find him in the IState House and receded, if lere is a reaction, why that 
told him I was gOing to vote for it, and rate autom(l,jcally would drop. And of 
now I have got to change my mind course it is :lOt discriminating, it is not 
again. That is the position I am in. 
But there is absolutely no reason why 
the other roads should not be taxed un­
der this bill. They are public service 
corporations and their sustenance is 

exen1pting ,I 1jT of the roads from taxa­
tion, as ha been intimated, but they 
are all tre: I cd on the same basis. If 
they are m king these larger earnings 
they pay U- higher rate. 

from the people, and one of them gets 1\lr. ,VOO ): And your theory is that 
the sustenance just the same as the it is an eql !lization measure? 
other, and to single out four roads and 
say that you will lay this increased tax Mr. HOJJI That is the theory of the 
against them, but you will lay no tax taxes. 
against the others, occurs to me as be­

1\11'. GILT IN: ing extremely unfair. I believe I have the 

I do not pretend to be a taxation ex- second righ , 1\1r. President, for about a 
pert Mr. President, indeed :r am very far minute. II lien the distinguished Sen a­
from it, but as to a matter of right and tor from AI (Jroseoggin, Senator Merrill, 
wrong in discrimination in public ser- started his 'ugument, I intended to re­
vants, I pledge YOU I hope my idea is ply to him. But when he came to wind 
as good as anybody else's. It seems to up we had trrived at the same conclu­

me we have absolutely no license or 
right to pass this bill discriminating 
against these four roads. 

1\lr. GILLIN: May I ask a question 
of the Senator from Cumberland, Sena­
tor Holt? 

Mr. HOLT: Certainly. 

sion. Now I think Mr. President and 
feIlo\v sell; I:ors, that his argument 
SllOWS one I Iling, that he is far superior 
to me in hi knowledge of the principle 
which tax" railroads, telephones, etc., 
and T ('onc.; lIe it to hhn. But inasmuch 
as "\ve have arrived at the same result, 
after he g":e his good, clear, scholarly 
explanation of the whole subject matter 

Mr. GILLIN: Was this a unanimous I thought would like to vote on this 
report of your committee? 

Mr. HOLT: This was the unanimous 
report of my committee. 

Mr. MERRILL: ·Wait-·-yoU will ex­
cuse 1116 a moment. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator frclln 
Hancock has the fioor. 

Mr. 'WOOD: As I under:',tood the Sen­
ator in his explanation, this was not a 
matter of discrimination, it was a mat­
ter of equalization, making these roads 
come up to what the otl1ers were al­
ready paying. Am I right, Senator? 

Cl.uestioll, f;1 I rene""\v my motion. 

Mr. MER lULL: At about 2 o'clock on 
the night 0 I Tuesday, the taxation com­
mittee got through with their hearing 
in the Pre' ident's chamber and I cer­
tainly und, :'stood that there was to be 
a report tn, next day of the committee 
on taxation on tile tax bills that I intro­
duced, repo ,'ting ought to pass. Now it 
was not, a my brother says, a unani­
mous repOl I never signed a vote in 
fa YOI' of [l, report of this bill to this 
senate, and I know that the learned sen­
ator, 1\1r. Hillt of Cumberland must have 
thought so or he WOUld not have said 

Mr. HOLT: The idea of this tax On so. I do n ,t impute to him any idea of 
railroads is this: It starts with so stating it ,Iifferently and he understood 
mucll, $1,500 per mile average earnings, it. But i' was not a unanimous re­
the tax is at a certain rate and then as port. I ,! id not agree to it. Sen­
the earnings increase tho rate of tax ator SwiJ t of Kennebec did not 
increases. And this bill, instead of stop- agree to it Representative Jordan did 
ping at 5 1-2 per cent, raises it to 6 not agree t'l it so far as I konw, and I 
per cent. The reason for it was that the suppose th: I t the others did agree to it. 
most prosperous roads could afford the Now I wa'it to say, in perfectly good 
higher rate, and that if tlleir prosperity faith, that it was no unanimous report. 



LEGI8LATIVE HECOHD-SEN"\.TE, Al'lUL 6 1917 1387 

:Mr. HOL'!,: .Tust a 'YOI'd. There must 1\11'. DAVIES: I am glad to have the 
haye been a misunderstanding there. correction. Now it is little to be sur­
\\'e did have a little session until after prised at that the Bangor & Aroostook 
12 o'clock, as the Senator says, and the railroad when its dividends are divided 
COll1111ittee could not agree. rrhere 'were anlong various holding companies and 
four members who "'ere not present. construction companies, that the railroad 
The next morning We saw them and itself should find itse!:' in a position where 
found tlwm opposed to the bill in its it could not pay in excess of 3 per cent. 
ljew draft. and so the majority of the And I wish to only say this that the facts 
committee being against it, I think I 
spoke to the otlle]'s so that if they 
,,'anted to file a minority report against 
til" bill they could have done it. They 
not ha\Tillg" done f'O I stat(;d it "vas a 

nnallin10lls l'e!)ort. I ,yould ask for the 
que~tion. 

The PTIESIDJ£:-iT: ])0 you move the 
previous question '! 

l\Il'. HOLT: Yes, 

as proposed by the Senator from Cum­
berland, Senator Holt, do not square with 
the theory. That is the trouble, And i.t 
is "'Tong. It is an injusticE', no ll1atter 
how bar1ly we need money to take four 
railroads and lay against them the In­
crease in taxation, when the increase 
properly and equitably belongs to be laid 
against all. 

:\11'. MERRILL: Mr. President, I rise 

1\11', DA Yms: :\Jay J ask the senator ~~a~s~h~ ~i~lssti~~~t I~:~:r:e:~t::t~::~ 
from Cumherlal1l1 to withholll tllat Ulltil not to pass can be sl'bstituted for the bm 
Senator Burleigh l1lakes his relllarks. that is before the Senate? 

1\11'. HOLT: Certainly. The PHESIDEXT: The Chair will be 
Mr. BUHLEIGH of Aroostook: :\11'. forced to rule under these conditions that 

President, I just want to see the senators the adYerse report of the committee hav­
right that they may know about the ing been accepted by both branches of 
Bangor & Aroostoolc The Bangor & the legislature, that is the final disposi­
Aroostook never has paid OV8r 3 ]lcr cent. tion of the matter, and the only way they 
Jt has been less than that quile a nUl11- can be renewed woul(] he by giving three 
bel' of years, but 3 vcr c.:811t is the largest days' notice under our rules. 

rli\'idenrl they haye eyer paid. In 1')16 tiley 1\11', GILLIX: I move the previous ques­
paid a tax to the State of $lHl,6GS, and II tion. 
you put an increase UJlon that road il 
would '.Ictually take off of their income. The PRESIDEXT: The question before 
They will not have any dividemls, earn the Senate is on the motion of the sena­
any dividends on their road, and that is tor from Penobscot, Senator Gillin, that 
one reason, I suppose, why the Bangor & we indefinitely postpone this bill. 
Aroostook is not included. 

Mr. DAVIES: 1\11', President, I may ap­
pear to have had a somewhat selfish in­
terest when I requested the Senator from 
Cumberland to let Senator Burleigh speak 
because it did not occur to me then, but 
it does occur to me now that I want to 
say a word further myself. The Bangor 
& Aroostook was exempted from taxes 
for 20 years for carrying soldiers in time 
of war. During that period of time they 
paid absolutely nothing for that road. 

Mr. HOLT: Mr. President, I call for a 
division. 

A rising vote being had and 21 senators 
voting in the affimative and two in the 
negative the motion of the senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Gillin, prevailed an CT. 
the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr, DEERING of York: Mr. President, 
I was about to take up this matter when 
the Senator from Penobs,!ot county said 
he had a matter that would take about 

Mr. MERRILL: Let me correct 
gentleman. The paid 5 per cent 
taxes. 

the a minute, so I have been delayed a little. 
for This is another one of the power mat­

ters that I wish to have disposed of, and 
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I hope it is the last matter that will COme case here 0'1 another one of these power 
up in regard to that. The Clark Power bills. But TlVertheless I wish to renew 
Company has a place of business in YorK my objectio"1 to the adding of the amend­
county, the northern part of the county, ment to th; bill for the Clark Power 
and the charter was obtained by Senator Company 'Gause precisely the same 
Cecil F. Clark who was hel'e in the Sen- question is 1 'esented here as was present­
ate last session. They have been at work ed before. 

and expended a vast amount of money, I The PRE~' [DENT: The question is on 
think $10,0il0 or $15,000 in buying rights of the motion ,1' the Senator from York, 
way and getting engineering rrnd suryey­
ing done for their dams awl all that sort 
of thing, and they desire to have a char-
ter more than anything else, and I am 
simply asking that we rece(]e and concur 
with the House in enacting that absurdi­
ty for the purpose of saving them the 
money they have already got in it. 

Senator DeE'l'ing, that we rcce<Je and con­
cur with th, House. 

The motio:l was agreed to. 

From til' House: An "\ct to secure 
infol'matiOl ,'elating to the yea]'ly cut 
of timher j o'n wild land townships. 

In the ~,,,,Lto Senate Amendments 
l\Ir. DA VIES of Cumb,orland: 1\[1'. A and B \1 ']'e adopted and the bill as 

President, Senator Gillin stated in the ~un(>nued VI :lS passed to be engrm.::;sed. 
previous discussion of a !Clatter similar In tho H, ,IlSC that body rejected both 
to this that the circumstances remindecl amenument and passed the bill to be 
him of a story. These circumshl.llces l\I1'. 0ngrossed. 
President remind me of onc. On moth it by ;\Ir. Davis of Piscata-

Some little time ago there happened to (luis, the ~ ,nato yoted to adhere. 

die suddenly on the streets of Portland -----

1\1 L nUl r,}JIGH of Aroostook: Mr. 
Pl'c~~idel1t, ! lllove \ye reconsider the 
vOLe \d1el )\" the Senate adhered to 
its fonner ,etlon on H. D. 519, An Act 
QlltllOi'i?:in,,' the Fort Kent Electric 
C()lnDan~\~, ; ts .sllcce~sorH and assigns, 
to erect [u':l 111aintain a d::tm across 
\V811agTaf'~ Stl'ealn in 'YRl1agTrlRS 
Plantation :Lt its power station as now 
located on 'aid \\"allag1'ass Stream. 

]\[1'. DEE rUNG of York: Mr. Presi­

an elderly IliaD of good rev ute -who had 
come fronl the county of Piscataquis, anll 
he was laid out appropriately in acconl.­
ance with a telegram "vhich \vas sent by 
one of his sons in Piscat(,l(lUis county, :lnll 
was prepared for burial in an ul1l1ertak­
er's shop in the city of Portland. The 
boys hurried to the undet·taker·s shop 
immediately upon their arrival in Port­
land, went into the back of the shop and 
asked the undertaker to take down the 
coffin in which was the corpse. And the 

dent, may [ask the Senator from 
boys noticed on what the:\' supposed to Al'oosiook if this company has spent 
be their father's chin a wLite cloth that any money and opened up any coun­
tied up the lower jaw and in the jolt of try for the purpose of development al­
taking down the coffin there dropped from ready to a 'y extent? 
the lower jaw a set of false teeth. '£h0 
boys immediately repudiated the hill 
which the undertaker pas,"ed them, and 
incidentally the corpse as it was not their 
father they found out, and they hurri,ed 
out of the shop and hurried home. The 
undertaker was left there alone with the 
corpse to soliloquise. He looked it care­
fully in the face and ratll er smiled. He 
pushed the coffin back on the rack anll 
as he did so he said: "Old man if you 
had only kept your mouth shut you might 
ha,e had a decent funeral." 

Now Mr. President, that is probably the 

Mr. BUI:.LEIGH: Mr. President, I 
will say V, quite an extent. They 
have POWE" lines from New Bruns­
wick, and 'hey have expended money 
there, and aro supplying electricity 
outside thE' confines of the State. 

I move 1 '\at we vote Amendment A 
down. Allwndment B gives them 
power to 1, !'ansmit electricity outside 
the confinE" of the State. It is differ­
ent from "my other company. They 
have put 11,oir lights in and if we 
leave this IJUt there will be quite a 
loss to th, m. They have built their 
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dam over, and they must 
again. 

rebuild it 

]\11'. DAVIES oj' Cumberland: Mr. 
President, may I ask what the amend­
ments are? 

entirely in sympathy with this matter 
in view of the fact that the company 
has 22 meters in the town Clair, and 
they simply want power to continue 
there. 

The motion was put and the Senate 
The PHESIDENT: Senate Amcnd- voted to reeonsider its former action. 

ment A is the familiar amendment. 
::\11'. BUHLEIGH: I now move that 

1\11'. DAVIES: The ordinary Baxter the bill lw pas~ed to be engrossed in 
Amendm('nt, and that is not the one COllCcllTencc with the House. 
the Senator's motion covers to a dot? 

jUl'. BlTHLEIGH: ]\11'. President, I 
think there are t,,~o amendments on it. 
There is r\mendment A, and the 
Amendment B provides that they may 
carry electricity outside the limits of 
the- State. 

an 

]\11'. D,\VIES: Mr. President, I desire 
10 be recorded aB opposing the adop­
tion 01' House A.mendment B. Amend­
ment .\. was 1 ejected in the House. 

1\[1'. ST.\"'~L}JY of Oxford: ::\11'. 
Prcsident, I woulcl like to know what 
Amendment B is? 

this (The President 
Mr. D,\. VIES: Do you urge 

amcndment upon the Senate that 
company may have the l'ight to ship 
Electl'icity outside the State? 

read the amend-

::\fr.IH'HI,}JfGH: They already do 
it; )lut it there, and it only confines 
tlwm to one contract. 

The PltE;STDEX'l': Senate Amend­
lllent A was j·ejectc·d in the House, 
and that amepclmcnt allowed the com­
pany to ~h;p electricity into New 

ment.) 

::\11'. DXYIES: Mr. President, the 
condition or the Senate on this ques­
tiun is a curious state of conrnsion. ]\ly 
mind i", il' we are to adopt three 01' 

!'nlll' 01' these amendments prohibiting 
the" transmission of electriCity out of 
ill(' Slute, why, in heaven's name not 
adopt it to all these bills? 

II'" are told by Senator Higgins that 
Drlln;:;\\"ick. if \\'e an opt this fun enc1rnen t ,vhich 

J\Ir. D.\YIJ<JS: ]\11'. President, I move jll'ovidcs 1'01' the transmission of elec-
tbat we confcr with the House. tricity 10 the Province of New Bruns­

\\'icl" that the House will confer in 
Oll1' action. 

I desire to he recorded against tllis. 

Tile PIU<JSTDTNT: The question be­
rore the Senate is on the motion of the 
Senator fl'om Aroostook. 'Ve have al­
ready cOIwul'1'ed with tho House. The question being on the adoption 

of House Amendment B in concur­
Mr. DAVlES: On that amendment, rence, that amendment was adoptecl 

]\Ir. President? and tho bill as amended was passed to 
The PRESIDENT: This Senate he engrossed in concurrence. 

Amendment A did not reach the Sen- ----
ate becanse it was not adopted in the :\11'. HIGGINS of Penobscot: Mr. 
House. 

The question before the Senate, is on 
the motion of Senator Burleigh that 
WE) reconsider the motion whereby we 
adhered on tbe rejection on the House 
Amendment 13. 

Presici('ilt, I move that we take from 
the table An Act to provide aid for 
mothers with dependent children. 

The motion was agreed to, and on 
flll'thcr motion to the same Senator 
the bill was passed to be enacted. 

MI'. HIGGINS of Penobscot: MI'. ----
President and Senators; I have kept From the House: An Act to im-
out of these water power matters prove the public highways of Maino by 
pretty well, but in this particular case regulating the width of tires of heavy 
I hope the Senate "dll vote to recon- wagons. 
sider this matter and adopt the In the House: This bill was passed 
amendment and send it back, for I am to be engrossed as amended; the Son-
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ate indefinitely postponed the bill. On 
which return to the House that body 
insisted on its former action and ap­
pointed a committee of conference. 

On motion by Mr. 'Valker of Somer­
set: The Senate voted to adhere to its 
former action. 

From the House: An Act to amend 
Section 43 of Chapter 117 of' the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the salary of the 
register of deeds of Kennebec county. 

In the House they substituted the 
bill for the report of th(, committee, 
ought not to pass. 

The Senate accepted the report of the 
committee. 

The House then appointed a commit­
tee of conference. 

Mr. DAVIES of Cumb('rland: M,·. 
President, I move that we adhere. 

From the ~[ouse: An Act to amend 
ISection 76 (I' Chapter 82 Revised Stat­
utes, relativ" to the price of Maine re­
ports. 

In the HOI'se under suspension of the 
rules read bree times and passed to be 
engrossed. 

On motior by Mr. Davies of Cumber­
land, the bi: II was received, read twice 
and passed I I) be engrossed, under sus­
pension of tie rules, in concurrence. 

On motioli by Mr. Marshall of Cum­
berland, H, D. 361, An Act to license 
and regulat.: the business of making 
loans in SUli'S of three hundred dollars 
or less, at a. '.',reater rate of interest than 
twelve per ('I'ntum per annum, and reg­
ulating the '.ssignment of wages or sal­
aries as se,'urity therefor, was taken 
from the tal:lo. 

The motion was agreed to. Mr. DAV E]S of Cumberland: Mr. 
------ President, n 'lY I enquire what the ac-

From the House: Resolve in favor tion of the Ilouse was on this bill? 
of the appointment of a hydro electric 
investigating committee. 

In the Senate this resolv", was passed 
to be engrossed as amended; in the 
House it was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Davies of Cumber­
land, the Senate voted to adhere. 

The PRE:':[DENT: The House ac­
cepted the 1 Linority report of the com­
mittee, oug]" to pass. 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. Presi-
dent, I mo, ," that we concur with the 
House in tlJ{ acceptance of the minority 
report of th" committee, ought to pass. 

From the House: An Act for the as- The moti. ,n was agreed to, and the 
sessment of the State taxes for the year bill was giy,:n its first reading. 

1917. On furthel motion by the same Sena-
In the House this bill was received tor under s Ispension of the rules, the 

and under suspension of the rules was bill was gi\',;n its second reading. 
read three times and passed to be en- On furthe'" motion by the same Sena-
grossed. tor, House Amendments A, Band C, 

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Cum- were adoptEd in concurrence, and the 
berland, the bill was given its two sev- bill as amellded was passed to be en­
eral readings and was passed to be en- grossed. 
grossed, under suspension of the rules, 
in concurrence. 

From the House: An Act for the as­
sessment of a State tax for the year 
1918. 

In the House this bill was received 
and under suspension of the rules read 
three times and passed to be engrossed. 

In the Senate under suspension of the 
rules the bill was grven its two several 
readings and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

On motiol: by Mr. Higgins of Penob­
scot, S. D. 3 ':9, An Act to amend Section 
16 Chapter ,;9 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to compensation of inspectors 
of steamboncs, was taken from the ta­
ble. 

Mr. HIG(; [NS: Mr. President, I yield 
to the Sena I:or from Kennebec, Senator 
Chick. 

Mr. CHIC I.e of Kennebec: Mr. Prest, 
dent, do I IInderstand that there is a 
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motion before the Senate at the present 
time in connection with this matter? 

The PRESIDENT: The pending ques­
tion is on the motion of the Senator 
from Piscataquis, Senator Davis, that 
we indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. CHICK: Mr. President, I wish to 
say then that this bill was reported out 
of the committee of interior waters, and 
was passed through both branches of 
legislature, took its final passage, and I 
recalled the bill for the purpose of of­
fering an amendment. I certainly hope 
that the motion of the Senator from Pis­
cataquis to indefinitely postpone the bill 
will not prevail, for I would like an op­
portunity to offer an amendment to the 
bill. 

Mr. DAVIS of Piscataquis: Mr. Pres­
ident, I will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CHICK: Mr. President, I move 
that the amendment which I presented 
be adopted, Senate Amendment A to S. 
D. 369. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
amendment was adopted. The bill as 
amended was passed to be engrossed and 
sent do\vn to concurrence. 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. Pres­
ident, I move that we take from the 
table the majority and minority report 
of the committee on judiciary, on An Act 
to n·gulate the practice of osteopathy, 
creating a board of examination for 
those desiring to practice the same and 
providing penalties for violation of the 
act. 

The 1110tion ,yas agreed to. 

The pending question was on the ac­
ceptance of either report. 

:\Ir. HOLT: Mr. President. I now 
move that the report of the minority. 
ought not to pass, be accepted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. -WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi­
dent, I arose to be recognized in this 
matter of the m:teopathy bill, and I 
wish to speak on it. 

Mr. HOLT: Mr. President. I move 
we reconsider vote whereby we accept­
ed the minority report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. 
President and fellow Senators: very 
bri8fly I want to give you the reasons 
why I believe the minority report 
"ought not to pass" should be accepted. 

One seeking to relieve suffering-and 
there can be no nobler calling-under 
whatever system of the healing art he 
is practicing is confronted by the same 
conditions. He must first ascertain the 
trouble with the body that is ill. In 
order to do this he must possess a 
fundamental knowledge of medicine. 

The ability to heal the sick presup­
poses :c certain definite amount of 
knowledge of the human body and cer­
tain definite, well-grounded ideas con­
cerning the abr:ormal manifestations of 
diseased conditions. In order to treat 
disease or heal the sick one must dem­
onstrate that such disease or illness ex­
ists. To treat disease without knowing 
its nature is not only unscientific but a 
dangerous procedure. 

One must, tr.erefore, irrespective of 
the methods of treatment employed be 
able to diagnosticate between the nor­
mal and the a.r.normal and differentiate 
thc many and varied diseased condi­
tions to which the flesh is heir. 

The osteopaths who do no doubt re­
licve by their method or treatment rec­
ognize these principles. Included in the 
curriculums of their schools arc prac­
tically all tl12 medical subjects includ­
ing surgery. By section 4 of their bilI 
the board requires the applicant to sub­
mit to an examination as to his or her 
qualification for the practicc of oste­
opathy which shall include other sub­
ject of anatomy. physiology, chemistry, 
bacteriology. pathology, dietetics, ob­
stetrics, gynecclogy, etc. 'rhey would 
ha \'E' a boaru to examine on these sub­
jects, for instance, obstetrics, and gyne­
cology, which are in their nature sur.";­
ical and yet they would under th('ir act 
not c0nfpr power upon the applicant to 
prn.ctice these. This would appear to 
mc to be a bill where it would seem 
reasonable. if they are going to exam­
ine applicants upon these subjects that 
latel' on they 'will come in and ask to 
practice them, and that a few years 
hence they will be asking for that right. 

Twenty years ago the Legislature of 
Maine passed a medical registration 
bill and created a board of medical ex­
aminers. At that time the system of 
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osteopathy was unknown. Today it is 
established and should be recognized. 
The proper solution or tillS quesnon 
which comes up every two years is to 
allow the osteopaths to haye a member 
on the board of medical registration. 

There should be one standard set for 
all practitioners of medicine regardless 
of their methods or theories of treat­
ment and this standing should be suf­
ficiently high to guarantee that the 
practioner is able to properly diagnose 
disease. 

On the board of medical registration 
should be representation of all the vari­
ous schools of medicine before which 
practitioners should come and pass the 
regular examir.8tion up to the point 
wherein he differs from his fellow prac­
titioners. th;:, same as it is done in the 
board today. 

The homeopathist takes the same ex­
amination as the regular physician in 
every branch of medicine but materia 
medica. He passes the examination 
that is recognized by his school, and 
his paper is pas;'ed upon by the repre­
sentatiYe of that school or the board. 

The osteopath should likewise take 
examination in all branches of medicine 
except materia medica, pharmacology 
and practice, substituting for these, os­
teopathic mecr:anics and osteopathic 
practice. 

vVhat is the situation in regard to 
the applicants for admission to prac­
tice medicine today, and how are they 
examined'? They are examined by 
number, and the examiners do not 
know the individual at all. They simply 
know the candidate by a number, so 
that when thcy pass or reject that can­
didate they pass or reject him under a 
number. And that system would apply, 
should we haye on the bOCird an osteo­
path. The osteopaths would get the 
same trfoatment. There could be no dis­
crimination against them because of 
this method of treating each applicant 
under a number without r('gard to who 
he is or what his name is. 

This is eminently fair to the osteo­
paths. Some of them frankly say so 
and do not favor the present bill. The 
medical profession stands ready to give 
them this representation which is justly 
due them. 

There is no more reason to estab-

lish two sY·l.ems of medical examina­
tion tlual to have two separate boards 
for examinEI .ion of the practice of law. 

To pass tlli8 bill would, I believe, be 
an injustic,· to the medical profession 
which is n(,: hostile to the osteopaths 
but willing 10 protect them by having 
them rc'gisi> I' under the medical board. 

To the Iflo: dical profession we owe a 
debt of gra1 itl:de. Think of their great 
discoveries ill the vast field of prevent­
ive medicin'. Who gave to the world 
antiseptic slIrg8ry, vaccination, anti­
toxin, all to 811eviate suffering human­
ity? 

You have he~ird of their splendid 
service to tl'" sick and wounded on the 
battlefields nd in the hospitals of war 
stricken EUI·ope. 

I would c:.l1 to mind the fine old 
country doc Dr in every village and 
hamlet in 'Ilr State taking the hard 
end of prac i ice, facing the storms, go­
ing into th,' heat and cold and danger 
to administ,r to the wants of his 
people; the I.riend, adviser, confidant, 
instrL'ctor, :" well as the guardian of 
the health (,I' thcse among whom he 
lives and la' ,ors. 

Mr. ,'100 D of Hancock: Mr. Presi­
dent and fdlow Senators: As the 
Senator from Cumberland has said 
that he dol' I·: not stand as a champion 
for the med eal profession, he does not 
have to-I <10 not stand as a champion 
for osteopal hy. I must say that if I 
was going t .. be treated for some ill I 
shOUld first go to Southwest Harbor 
if I could r.ot find my own doctor at 
home and (onsult my distinguished 
friend Dr. Phillips. If I could not find 
him I wou],[ go to vVells and consult 
my friend \\'hom I have learned to 
love since I have been here, Dr. Gor­
don. And if I could not find him I 
would gO s· ill furt her to Aroostook 
county and consult my friend the dis­
tinguished Henator from Aroostook 
county Dr. ·Ii'ulton. I should not go to 
an osteopa t h.ist and I am not going 
into a championship of their methods. 
I do not p)'dend to know anything 
about their methods only in a very 
general waj; but it does not seem to 
me that thr. t is the question at issue 
here. 

Now we have not got to introduce a 
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new cult or any kind of a new per­
formance. Osteopathy, as the dis­
tinguished Senator has said who has 
spoken against this bill, is here and he 
admits that it has come to stay. Now 
if it is here even if it is an evil, we 
have got to recognize it; and the mat­
ter before us is not its goodness or its 
badness, or its results-it is a matter 
of regulation and how we can regulate 
it. it seems to me. That is the ques­
tion before us. 

Now we are not going into any new 
field. ,Ve are not pioneering. Twenty­
three states, I am informed, already 
have an osteopathic commission or 
board of examiners, and if 23 other 
states have adopted such a board, it 
scems only fair to suppose that there 
is somc reason for it or 23 other states 
of our Union would not have adopted 
such a method. 

The distinguished Senator has said 
that it is fair to have a member on 
the board of medical examiners. Now 
the osteopathists say that wherever it 
has been tried-and it has been tried 
I understand in five or six states, I 
think Massachusetts is one of them 
that has a member on the medical 
board, it has not proved satisfactory. 
Now you know what the results have 
becn. You can tell theoretically what 
the results would be with a board of 
seven and one osteopathist. Even if 
the medical members meant to be fair 
they could not be quite fair and give 
those men the rights perhaps they 
ought to have. They would be un­
consciously prejudiced against them 
because they do not believe in it. And 
it has proved not only theoretically 
but practically that it does not work 
out well 'lnd that they are not satisfied 
with it. I do not know that I would 
hove anything to do with it at all, but 
there arc good people that do. I hold 
right in my hand a petition that was 
presented to the committee which has 
fifty names of prominent people right 
hN'e in Augusta who fayor this prop­
osition and are willing to go on rec­
ord, names that you people know. 
They are not men that are in the ditch. 
They are not people that are unknown, 
that' have been paid fifty cents to put 
their names on this petition, they are 
men of prominence. One is no less 

than a former Governor of this State. 
So I say they are in respectable com­
pany and I feel that I need not be 
ashamed to stand up here and advo­
cate a thing which fifty prominent citi­
zens of the city of Augusta have asked 
the legislature of Maine to adopt. 

Among the names I have before me 
are Geo. E. Macomber, Frank E. 
Smith, John R. Gould, Byron Boyd, 
Norman L. Bassett, E. B. Hill, C. B. 
Kinsman, Geo. W. Vickery, Fred G. 
Kinsman, F. ,V. Plaisted, and many 
more, fifty in number-they thought 
this proper and right, and I am will­
ing to say their opinion should have 
some weight with us It is a matter of 
regulation. 

Take the matter of veterinarians, if 
you are going to have a horse doctor 
you have got to have a man who has 
been examined by the board of vet­
erinarians to say that he is competent 
to doctor your horse; and if you are 
going to have your teeth fixed you 
have to go to a dentist who has been 
before a dental board; and if you are 
going to have a nurse you have to 
have a nurse that has passed the ex­
amination. And I say, why isn't it 
perfectly proper and reasonable, and 
fair, what these people ask? They 
say, we believe in this method. Now 
all we ask, believing in this method, 
all we want you to do, is to protect 
us from people who are pretending to 
ostt'opathists and who are not. 

r understand they have a four years 
course and haye to take a regular 
course of practice and become pro­
ficient in it and be examined in it be­
fore they can go on to this board. 
Now what these people say is, vVe 
want to employ the osteopathists. We 
just want to know that he is an 
osteopathist and we want these men 
v, ho pretend and hang out their 
shingles as osteopathist,; to have a 
board of professional osteopathists to 
say they are what they pretend to be. 
And I contend that it is only fair and 
reasonable and that we ought to adopt 
it. 

I will not take more of your time. 
r do not imagine if every member of 
this Senate should talk a week on it he 
would change anybody's opinion as to 
how they would vote in the matter. 
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But I do believe that it is only fair 
and right to give these people what 
they ask for, just a board of their own 
to say that these men who g-o out into 
the world and offer to heal in this 
method are what they profess to be, 
and that everybody may have a guar­
antee that they are what they pretend 
to be and not a fake. I think it is 
only fair play and right :'l.nd decent 
that we should give it to them. 

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President and fellow Senators: I be­
lieve that it is fair, I believe that it is 
right, I believe that it is jnst that you 
should grant to those practicing 
osteopathy a separate board to pass 
upon their merits and their demerits. 
But I do not believe it is right or any­
where near right for you to grant it 
to them under the measure which is 
proposed by them to be passed hy this 
legislature. Wherever the English 
language is spoken, wherever the Ger­
man, the French, or the Italian lan­
guage is spoken, round the entire 
globe, where civilized men live with 
each other the word designates this, 
when it is put upon a sign board, that 
he is a physician, that he is learned 
in materia medica. It includes under 
the word Doctor that he is a surgeon 
who can perform minor and major 

Kow if th,·y are honest and want ,t 

board given 1tlem they can have it so far 
as I am concerned if they will eliminate 
the word Dc,dor. Around the civilized 
globe, amorw civilized men, everywhere 
that word in,licates a great and learned 
body of men. The Doctors have protected 
the word DodoI' by their knowledge and 
by their skill by their wonderful study, 
by the advatl ee of the science of their 
splendid prohssion, Mr. President an<i 
senators, and the word Doctor is all that 
these fellow8 are applying for. If they 
have got a nell<[ cult, if that cult is benefi­
cent and if these people who signed the 
document W lIlt to have this bill go 
through, let them take out the word 
Doctor. No ;r, they will not. That is 
what they w:nt, so that the stranger who 
does not knO',;v the meaning of the word 
osteopathy w:,en he sees Dr. P. H. Gillin, 
Osteopath,-a Id that word Doctor is all 
they are worUng for,-will think it indi­
cates that UI<· man has the right to prac­
tice materia nedica and to practice minor 
and major slirgery. Therefore, if they 
are honest, if their cult is a good one ana 
we acknowled.;;,e all the benefits they can 
give us why don't they put upon their 
sign boards, P. H. Gillin, Osteopath? 
Why? Why I'ut on something that they 
have no right to put on A statute of the 
State protects us lawyers from allowing 

surgery, and if these people who ad- '" m"'n to go ,.,ut and s",y he is an attor­
voeate this measure are honest in ney at law. That is the meat in the 
thl'ir advocacy of it why don't they go cocoanut. Th t t is the kernel of wheat in 
ont and take their bill and place upon the bushel of 'haff in this bill, my friends. 
their windows the word Osteopath? As a member of your judiciary committee 
They admit that they cannot praetice I offered them anything and everything 
materia modica. They admit that they they would te, ke if they would eliminate 
canot practice minor or major surg- from the bill the word Doctor. 
ery. Now everybody knows, eyery-

And now I want to answer the distln-body knows, that when YOl1 put the 
word Doctor in front of ;Iohn Jones, guished senat",'. It is true that they have 
Dr. John Jones, Osteopath, that to a boards for delltists, but every man knows 
stranger in a city this might happen: he is a dentist because he puts the word 
\Vhen I cam" to your city·--and I am dentist on an,t the board is to examine 
not ashamed to pay it hecause we dentists. It is true they have a board for 
have not got any of them in my city, veterinary sllrgeons, but we all know 
I clirl not kno\\' anything about they are vet,'rinary surgeons by their 
osteopathy. And if I came into the signs ",nd by their letter headings. But 
city of Angnsta and saw the sign when you allow the people who practice 
board Dr. John Jones, Osteopath, I osteopatry to use the term that is time 
might well imag-ine that he was a doc- honored, that is immemorial, that runs to 
tor no douht who had the right and a time when the mind of man runneth 
could practice materia medica, who not to the contrary that has been put 
could practice surgery, minor and there by th,' splendid men who have 
lnajor surgery. 
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toilecl night and day in your medical cine of the one title that the child on the 
schools to put their profession upon a street knows when he sees it? 
standard that is marvelous, to have P. II. Do you think if a chilcl of mine or yours 
Gillin one of the members of the osteo- was in a strange city and saw the words 
paths today, fifty of them coming in in a Dr. P. II. Gillin, Osteopath, attacked with 
uody to put out their sign boards in your a pain in his side, which meant that OJ. 

towns and cities claiming to be doctors, knife must be used to cut out his appen­
when in their bill they say they do not dix, and he went in there, and if they 
know anything about materia medica, went to rubbing him, they admit this, he 
that they do not know anything auout would die. Do you think it is right to put 
minor or major surgery, it is wrong. out that sign to elude people in your 

Are they honest? I will yote for the bill country towns and in your cities? I am 
here and now if they will take away the not one of those who do not believe in 
word Doctor from it ancl physician from osteopathy sO far as it benefits humanity, 
it, and put upon their sign board the but until the clay comes when they will 
word Osteopath. Am I honest? Am I go under the examination that learned 
honest in voting for every single feature physicians have to go under in order to 
of that bill except the one feature? How get the title of Doctor in this State, when 
long would attorneys allow a man to put they have rejected although they were of­
upon his sign under our statutes, attor- fered it one member on the board-it is a 
ney at law. A statute of the State for- deep question which affects the whole 
bids it. They would not take from the body politic in the State of Maine. You 
people who signed the minority report have got fifty men without a single quali­
eyerything else they ask for, no, an'l fication coming in under this bill without 
they wormed it in so they can use the any examination and you are attaching 
worf] jlhysician and the word Doctor-a to them the word Doctor, the word phy­
word which though light as air is strong sician. That is my objection to the 
as links of iron and binds the medical pr()- measure, and mY sole objection to the 
fession of the world together everywher", measure. Am I right? My fellow sena­
And when other men wish to take from tors, am I right in asking you not to give 
this great uody that splendid standar(] them that title which they do not deserve 
that stands above the name of the nlQst by study, by practice, or by examination? 

learned l)ody of men in all the earth, tll~ In the interests of a great and splendid 
men who do the most for humanity, as " body of men who have taught the world 
citizen I rise against it. what the intelligence of man can do I in-

This is a measure that needs your care- voke that the minority report of the judl­
ful attention, my fellow senators. You do ciary committee ought not to pass be ac­
not want to send men into the community ceptec1. If they will extract the word 
when I myself woulcl have thought that Doctor I will yote for it, ought to pass. 
the word osteopath might have meant an They have got no right to use it and I 
additional qualification with the war,] hope you wiII not give it to them, Before 
Doctor above his name, My fellow sena- they have had a right to use I put myself 
tors, do not let this measure go out as it upon the record, I am speal<ing through 
is. If they are of such lJenefit to the you, Mr. President, and through the sen­
community, and I have no doubt they are, ators here to the people of your State 
let them travel under their own labeL and I openly say that to take away from 
Let them travel as osteopaths and prac- the great medical profession of the State 
tieing osteopathy, anrl let every man who of Maine the word Doctor and to apply 
wants to employ them know from their it to a body of men who know nothing 
sign hoard that they are osteopaths, Is about materia medica, nothing about sud­
that unfair, my distinguished and learned gery, minor or major you are doing a 
brother, my distinguished and learner] great wrong to the doctors of your com­
senator from Hancocl, county, will you munity and to the community itself. 
not agree with me that they ought not to Those are my sentiments. Now do as 
rob the great learned profession of medi- you like. (Applause.) 
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Mr. 'IVOOD: Just one word. I largely 
agree with the distinguished senator, 
and no one has enjoyed his speech more 
than I have. He is certainly at his best 
and I think that everybody within the 
sound of his voice will agree with me 
that they have heartily enjoyed it, and 

vlace myself on record so that my bro­
ther senato "s will know where I am. 

Two yea: s ago this biennial bill-we 
might almost call it a perennial bill­
came up ]" fore the Judiciary Commit­
tee the saIL e as this year, and I spoke 
a t some lell gth in opposition to the bill. 

I want to endorse very largely what he I do not ilyend to do so now, because I 
has said. But I must disagTee with do not feel that it is necessary. The 
him, Doctor has more meanings than distinguish I'd senators from Cumberland 
one. Doctor does not mean only a man and Penob,·eot have stated the case so 
who can perform a minor operation plainly, so clearly and so convincingly, 
where the patient cheerfully pays the it seems t" me that it is unnecessary. 
bill, or a major one, as we sometimes And I wot,ld abstain also from saying 
say, where the heirs pay it. Doctor anything t, any extent on the question 
means several things. Nobody looks lest I mig'lt be accused of being actu­
into things deeper than my Brother Gil- ated by j",ltlousy because I belong to 
lin, and if he saw Doctor of Philosophy the medic:, I profession, and I want to 
on a sign he would not go in and ask say that I am not ashamed to say that 
to have his leg cut off. If he saw Doc- I do. 
tor of Law on a sign, he would not I said I ivould not take the time, not 
think of it being a man who cotIld per- because I <1m less opposed to this bill. 
form this wonderful surgery which we I am mo,'e opposed than two years 
all take off our hats to and applaud in ago. I beiieve that the medical profes­
the distinguished profession of medi- sian and the legal profession ought to 
cine. stand tog,'ther. They should be the 

Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Di- complemen t, the one of the other, the 
vinity, Doctor of Veterinary Surgery- one to ser',ce the interests of the people 
Doctor is used in very many instances. in the great profession of law, the other 
Now I would be the last one in the to care f"t" the health of the people. 
world, and I know my Brother Gillin Now I think the medical profession is 
will give me the credit of it, of having one of the most unselfish in that respect 
any man go through the Slate of Maine, in working in this matter. Everybody 
a wolf in sheep's clothing, professing knows th".t in the years that have 
to be a doctor who was not one. But passed, the matter of practicing medi­
the bill says that he shall not use the cine has been in a great many in­
term doctor without he puts Osteopath stances a mixture of superstition and 
after it, and that distinguishes it just ignorance. But within the last few 
the sarno as it would if it was Doctor vears it h:'l.s come to the front and the 
of Divinity, Doctor of Philosophy, Doc- ~reat system of preventive medicine 
tor of Law, Doctor of Veterinary Sur- has been hrought to the world. 
gery, or any other doctor-- those are the Now I am not going to go any fur­
ones I happen to think of now, but there ther. I simply state my position, but I 
are dozens of them. My idea was that would like to ask the senator from Han­
if a man held himself out to be a Doctor cock if l]F, has any names from any 
of Osteopathy, the average man would other section except in the one section 
know that it meant something different here. Ha \'e you any names from any 
from wllat we understand under the other section except here in this partic­
common term of doctor. I 'would not ular section. 
believe that he ought to go forth and 
pretend to be one thing and be another. 

Mr. FULTON of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I do not rise to take any of 
the time of this senate in the dying 
hours of the session. I just want to 

Mr. ,VOOD: I haven't any because I 
haven't c(,me loaded for this thing. I 
asked the gentleman who wanted me to 
speak on this bill who stood for it, and 
he said "\Vhy I've got a petition here 
that was before the Judiciary Commit-



LEGISLATIVE RECOHD-SENATE, APRIL 6, 1917 1397 

tee," and I said, "Get it." And I didn't the pending qnestion, the President 
ask for any other. I don't know but again sLated the question, and the roll 
there may be a thousand. was called again.) 

Nfl'. FULTON: I think the medical Those voting yes, were: Messrs. Bur-
profession, as stated by the senator leigh, Butler of Franklin, Conant, Da­
from Penobscot has been perfectly fair. vIes, Fulton, Gillin, Googin, Gordon, 
\Ve are willing they should have a man Grant, Holt, Marshall, Peterson, Ricker, 
on our board and that they should have StanleY-15. 
the privilege of being examined in their Those voting no, were: Messrs Ames, 
particular method of practice, and we Bartlett, Baxter, Chick, Deering, Hig­
ask that they submit to the same exanii- gins, Lord, Merrill, Peacock, Swift, 
nation that every man who practices ,\Yalker, '\Vood-12. Absentees: Messrs. 
medicine has to submit to in all the Boynton, Butler of Knox, and Hastings 
fundamentals of the profession. vVe -3. 
are willing for them to place a man Fifteen Senators having voted in the 
upon the board, two for that matter, affirmative, and thirteen having voted in 
and give them every opportunitY, and the negative, the motion of the Senator 
use them fair, and I think that is emi- from Cumberland, ISenator Holt, pre­
nently fair and I do not understand why vailed and the minority report, ought 
a determined lobby must work in the not to pass, was adopted. 
interests of this against the medical 
profession. vYe have tried I think, I From the House: The committee of 
have been among my fellow senators 
for two sessions and I believe I have 
tried to deal fairly with them on every 
question, and I ask if you will consider 
the medical profession in this instance. 
I would ask any of the lawyers here, 
suppose that about three per cent of the 
number of practitioners in the State 
were to Come up, three per cent of the 
la"\vyer.s practicing in this State were to 
come up and say that they had discov­
ered a new method and they wanted a 
separate board. I believe that every 
memher of the legal profession would 
stand up and protest against it. That 
is all that we ask, that they submit to 
t'he same conditions that we had to sub­
mit to,-nothing more-nothing less. 

Mr. HOT~T: Mr. President, I call 
for the question at this time and ask 
that when the vote is taken it be taken 
by the yeas and nays. 

A sufficient number having arisen the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRF,SIDENT: The pending ques­
tion is on the motion of the Senator from 
Cumberland, Senator Holt, that the Sen­
ate adopt the minority report of the 
committee on judiciary, ought not to 
pass on this bill. 

(The secretary called the roll, and 
some of the senators misunderstanding 

conference on the disagreeing action of 
the two branches, on An Act to amend 
Paragraph 6 of Chapter 10, and Section 
16 of Chapter 9 of Revised Statutes, re­
lating to the exemption of certain live 
stock from taxation, reported a bill un­
der the same title, and that it ought to 
pass. 

On motion by Mr. Davies of Cumber­
land, the- reporl "Tas accepted in con­
currence. 

On further motion by tho same Sen­
ator, under suspension of the rules, the 
bill was read twice and passed to bo 
engrossed in concurrence. 

From the HCl:se: An Act to estab­
lish tloe fftrm land and loftn commission 
of Maine, and authorizing tho invest­
ment of certain moneys now on deposit 
in the State '.rreasury and known as 
the reserved lar.ds fund. 

In the House the bill was passed to 
be engrossed; in the Senate it was in­
definitely postponed. 

In the House that body insisted on 
its former action and oIYpointed a com­
mittee of conference. 

On motion by Mr. Ames of Washing­
ton, Senate voted to concur and ap­
point a committee of conference. 

The Chair appointed on such com­
mittee on the part of the Senate, 
Messrs. Ame,;, Lord, and Gillin. 
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From the House: An Act relating to to the adnission of students to State 
the constructior: of chimneys. Kormal sC·"IOols. 

In the Senate this bill was passed to An Act t" amend Section 16 of Chap-
be engrossed as amended. ter 84 of tI,e Revised Statutes, relating 

In the House they adopted the ought to the tell1lre of office of county attor-
not to pass repcrt of the committee. neys. (Ta·,led on motion by Mr. Butler 

Mr. BARTLE:TT of Kennebec: Mr. of Knox.) 
President, I move that we insist upon An Act 1 I) repeal Section 12 of Chap­
our fermer action and appoint a com- ter 128 of Ue Revised Statutes, relating 
mittee of conference. to intentie'll to defraud in lumbering 

operations. 
The motion was agreed to, and the An Act ·1 () 

Chair appointed en the part of the Sen­
·ate, Messrs. Bartlett, Ricker and Grant. 

pre·vide compensation for 
injuries re.:eived by State employees. 

Final Reports,. 
The committee on counties presented 

Its final report having transacted all 
business before it. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Sagada­
'hoc, it was 

Ordered, that 500 copies of Senate 
Amendment A to Senate S. D. 439 be 
printed for the use of the department of 
State. 

On motion by Mr. Baxt,er of Saga­
-dahoc, it was 

Ordered, that 500 copies of S. D. 3&7 
be printed for the use of the banking 
·department and delivered to it. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, it seems to me advisable that 
we should recess at this time until 7.30 
'O'clock this evening. And then if it is 
decided that we cannot finish our 
work tomorrow, I think we should ad­
journ over until next weE'lc 

I understand there is some question 
on the part of the House whether we 
can finish our work tomorrow. I think 
we as members of the Senate can tftke 
cftre of any matters before us. I think 
we can decide this evening, and I 
therefore move that we recess until 8 
o'clock this evening. 

The motion was al!"reed to and a re­
cess Wfl$ taken until 8.(1) o'clock this 
'evening. 

An Act t,) am,nd Section 18 of Chap­
ter 45 of be Revised Statutes, relat­
ing to regc'ation of lobster industry. 

An Ac", I (> create a board of harbor 
commissioners for the harbor of Port­
land, and define its powers, 

An Act 10 amend Paragraph 10 of 
Section 45 of Chapter 117 of the Re­
vised StHtlites, increasing the clerk hire 
in the Oxl'ord county registry of pro­
bate, 

An Act t,) amend Section 20 of Chap­
ter 5 of thc' REcYised Statutes relating to 
the l'egistr'ltion of voters. 

An Act t I) amend Section 19 of Chap­
ter 7 of tt", REyised Statutes, relating 
to duties of Election Clerks. 

An Act· <) amE'nd Sections 92, 93 and 
94 of Chapter 2, of the Revised Stat­
utes, rl?'1ating tel the e8timated income 
and expen litures of the State depart­
ments a!l 1 institutions. 

An Act te, enable the town of Mexico in 
the county of Oxforu to free the Mexico 
toll bridge to public travel. 

An Act t,) amend Section 23 of Chapter 
26 of the R:,yised Statutes, relating to the 
registration of motor vehicles. 

An Act to incorporate the Independence 
Developing Company of Kingman. 

An Act rdating to municipal elections 
in the tOWl1 of Mount Desert. 

An Act t" R mend Section lOS of Chapter 
16 of the llevised Statutes, relating to 
teaching in the public schools the princi­
pals of kindness toward birds and flni-
mals. 

Afte,r Recess. An Act te, amend Sections 85 and 87 of 

The Senate cfllled to order hy the ~~a~:ert~e "~t~~: :Oe::is;g,(~:tta:~~~~, relat­
President at 8.00 o'clock. An Act h' amend Section 51 of Chapter 

Passed .to Be Enact,ed. 82 of the Ftevised Statutes, relating to 
An Act to amEnd Section 143 of Chap- trial terms of the supreme judicial court 

ter 16 of thE Reyised Statutes relating of Hancocl: county. 
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An Act to amend Section 85 of Chapter 136 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
16 of the Revised Statutes, increasing the copy of proceedings in murder case,. 
maximum annual tuition in secondary An Act to prevent public discrimination 
schools of the State. by reason of religious creed at places of 

An Act to repeal all Special and Private public accommodation, resort or amuse­
Laws relating to the taldng of migratory ment. 
fish in Denny's river. An Act to regulate the operation of 

An Act to amend Section 45 of Chapter motor vehicles for the carriage of pas-
117 of the Revised Statutes, increasing the sengers and freight. 
amount to be paid for clerk hire In the An Act to make uniform the law of ne-
office of the recorder of municipal court 
of the city of Portland. 

An Act to amend Section 38 of Chapter 
72 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
legal effect of ado])tion of child. 

An Act to designate truant officers as 

gotiable instruments. 
Resolve, making an a])pro])riation for the 

support of the bureau of inspection of the 
department of agriculture. 

Mr. DT:TLER of Knox: Mr. Presi-
attendance officers. dent, I ,viII now move to take the mat-

An Act to amend Section 20 of Charter tel' involving the tenure of office of 
144 of the Revised Statutes, relating to county attorney from the table. 
the commitment of girls to the State 
School for Girls. 

An Act to create the office of commis­
siner of inhtnd fisheries and game and to 
abolish the office of commissioners of In­
land fisheries and game. 

An Act to amend Section 6, Paragraph 
4, of Chapter 50 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to compensation for personal in-

'1'he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DFTLER: I now move that this 
act be indefinitely ])ostponed and in 
making this motion I do it for the rea-
son that I believe it is entirely unneces-
sary to have any such legislation. 

I hold no brief for any delinquent 
county attorney, nor do I hold a brief 

juries for employees. for any county attorney in any county 
An Act authorizing the selectmen of the in this State, guilty of any malfeasance 

town of Brooksville to grant a prlva te 
way over tide water. 

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chapter 
204 of the Private and Special ~a ws of 
1883, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 
119 of the Private and Special Laws of 
1903, increasing the jurisdiction of the 
municipal court of the city of Westbrook. 

An Act to amend Section 45 of Chapter 
117 of the Revised Statutes, providing for 
clerk hire in the office of the county a t­
torney of Penobscot county. 

An Act to revise, collate, arrange and 
simplify the inland fish and game laws 
of- the State, both general and ])ublic and 
private and special, and the rules and 
regulations of the commissioners of In­
land fisheries and game now in force. 

An Act to amend Section 36 of Chapter 
117 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
manner of payment of salaries. 

An Act to amend Section 11 of Chapter 
117 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
the salaries of the stenographers of the 
superior courts. 

An Act to amend Section 29 of Cha])ter 

or non-feasance or mis-feasance in of­
tke. If they are guilty there is no 
earthly reason why today they cannot 
jle proceeded against under existing law 
and indicted by a grand jury of their 
eounty and sent to jail or State prison 
if they deserve to go there. I think it is 
an unreasonable interference with the 
rights of the sovereign people of Maine. 

r believe ill the long run the peo])le­
of our several counties will be better 
satisfied to select their own officials 
than to have a man over here in Au­
gusta select them for them. I believe­
there is nn man who as overnor of 
:Maine is big enough and good enough 
so that we can intrust him to choose 
Ollr officer& for us in our several coun­
ties. 

Sup])ose you had a poor governor. 
Suppose you had a governor who was 
anxious to surround himself with a po­
litical machine and have every sheriff 
and every county attorney in our State 
a man of his choice. There is nothing 
to prevent him from removing the whole 
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of them and appointing otllers in their standard fo,' admission to the bar should 
stead. either be 1 ".ised or a qualification test 

I would not object to this so much, should be "lade before the attorney is 
Mr. President, if it had the referendum eligible fOI entering the primary elec­
attached to it, if the people of Maine lion. 
had the right to vote on it, as the mat- '1'he offic, , of County Attorney is much 
tel' has in regard to the sheriffs, as it sought aft' . by the young lawyer, who 
must of neceRsity be an an1endment to if) striving u) rise in his profession and 
the Constitution. This is no little thing enter the I olitical arena. It usually 
here in :'.Iaine. Governor Dingley had attracts m lilY candidates into the pri­
it in 1873. So far as I remember he many eleclon. The contest is nearly 
never used it. It is not a measure that always go ,(1 natured. "Let the best 
Will make Maine more temperate. It man win" is acquiesced in by all. He 
is not a measure that will give us bet- must, how, ,er, again subject himself to 
tel' officials. the scrutir of the voter, before he can 

And for these several rE,asons without be declarE" elected. He is finally the 
taking your time longer, I desire to go choice of I () voters in his county. He 
on record as being opposed to this act. had cnoug' knowledge to apply for ad­

mission t" the bar. He knew enough 
Mr. ,VALKER of Somerset: Mr. Pres- and was I, 'lod enough to be admitted. 

ident and fellow Senators: My object in His stand' \" was higl;r enough in his 
opposing this measure at this time is part,' for I, ,m to ,yin out in tbe primary 
that I may have a public record, not election. i I e ,vas sufficiently strong to 
that I expect to influence any Senator's 
vote by so doing. I bee; your indul­
gence while I briefly state tile reasons 
for my position. 

This bill provides that .whenever the 
Governor and Council uoon complaint 
and due notice and hearing shall find 
that a County Attorney has violated 
any statute, or is not IH;~rforming his 
duties faithfully and efficiently, they 
may remove him froIn office, and appoint 
another Attorney in his place for the 
remainder of the term for which he was 
elected. 

The central idea of this proposition 
casts a reproach upon the entire legal 
fraternity. The presumption is that 
the Statutes have been violated by 
County Attorneys, and that they have 
not faithfully and efficiently performed 
the duties of the office, that they are 
not likely to be any better in the future, 
hence some tribunal is needed to easily 
remove them from office, and appoint 
some other attorney, who might, in turn 
be removed. I think you wil! agree 
witb me when I say that our County 
attorneys have in the past been as faith­
ful and efficient as the average lawyer 
of our State, and that they bave violated 
as few statutes. 

If it be deemed wise to insist on a 
higher grade of County Attorney, the 

\yin all elt I"Lion in SeDtember. 

The atto,'llcy which this bill provides 
IlIac hinery t 0 ren10'v~e from office vvould 
be sufficie.tly efficient and moral for 
membersh,,·. in the Maine Legislature, 
in eitl1er } IOllse or Senate, and no ques~ 
tions asked. IIis moral and educational 
fitness \YCI' ;ld be more than enough for 
membership of any of the comn1ittees. 
He could ecrve as chairman of tbe com­
mittees, ,,!dch are the most moral, edu­
cational 0:" judicial. He could even be 
President of the Senate or Speaker of 
the House. 'with no likelihood of being 
removed from the position. He would 
even be g:-lod enough, and \\~ise enough 
to be a M"tIlber of the Governor's Coun­
cil, which would be going some. He 
could evell qualify for the Governor's 
chair. 

The founders of our Government very 
'siRely divided it into three departments 
-Legislative, Executive and .Judicial, 
each of "lrich was intended to be dis­
tinct from the others. The Legislative 
branch ITl,.kes the laws, the executive 
branch enforces them, and the judicial 
branch in' "rprets them, and is the me­
diator to :"'cttle disputes. 

I submi t to you Mr. President that if 
anybody has reason to believe that a 
County attorney is violating any statute 
or is not ,'ufficiently and faithfully per-
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forming the duties of his office, it would 
be more in harmony with the spirit of 
our Constitution to let the Courts pass 
judgment, or let the people recall him 
from office. 

If there were reasons for removing 
county attorneys as provided in this 
bill, and recommended by the Gover­
nor in his message, many of these 
reasons disappeared when Congress 
passed the bone dry bill. 

If some men are still drinking rum, 
and you want to stop it pass the bone 
dry bill that is pending before this 
Legislature. That prohibits importa­
tion from foreign countries as weI! as 
from any part of our country, and its 
teeth are long and sharp. If prohibi­
tion is what we are after I assure you 
we will get it here, and Maine will be 
so dry that even the bones of the 
political prohibitionist will rattle, and 
the more he squirms the drier he will 
get, for there will be absolutely noth­
ing doing. 

I know of no reason why we should 
single out county attorneys on whom 
to cast our Yenom. Are they not quite 
as wise and good as the members of 
this Senate, who are asked to help pro­
vide an easy way for their removal. 
Are they not quite as wise and good as 
the members of the Governor's Coun­
cil, who are to sit in judgment, and 
plunge them into disgrace. Is there 
any lTIOre reason for providing ma­
ehinEry for easily removing them from 
office than there is for providing ma­
chinery that will just as readily re­
move from office Senators, members of 
the Governor's Council, or any other 
officer. You all know that such a 
course leads away from a Democratic 
form of government and toward des­
potism and anarchy. 

Nearly three hundred years ago, 
across the Atlantic on the other shore, 
there was a band of Pilgrims as­
sembled and they took passage in a 
little ship known as the Mayflower. 
They sailed across that broad Atlantic 
and On' a cold December day landed on 
the rock-bound shore of Massachu­
setts. 

History tells us that during that first 
winter nearly one-half of that little 
band died. They came there because 
of their sacred belief in their rights, 

religious and political, and all other 
kinds of rights. 

Early in the session of the 78th 
Legislature we passed an order that 
the stars and stripes should be placed 
in this Senate Chamber. That flag 
was given to us in the Revolution's 
darkest days, and as we look at that 
flag, the thirteen stripes and the 
forty-eight stars, one of which repre­
sents Maine, and is as bright as any 
star in that constellation; as we look 
at that we think of the struggle of 
those men in the American Revolu­
tion who fought for the rights of men, 
from Lexington to Valley Forge. 

IVe also remember how those men 
fought for the rights of men on the 
seas, for the rights of the American 
sailor; we remember how that flag 
was borne in triumph from Rio Grande 
to the City of Mexico; and we remem­
ber how for the rights of men it was 
borne from Fort Sumter to Gettys­
bnrg, and from that time up to the 
surrender of Lee at Appomattox. 

And still later we know how that 
flag was borne to Cuba for the rights 
of the people, for the liberty of the 
people on the island of Cuba. 

Today that flag is being borne by 
our boys in company with the Allies 
across the ocean-or will be, because 
of the rights of humanity. It means 
much, and shall it mean less? Shall 
that star which represents Maine be 
less brig"ht by the taking away from 
us of those things for which the peo­
ple of this country have fought so 
long and so well to maintain? Shall 
we take away from that flag those 
principles of liberty, and put back 
there something that will mean des­
potism, more than it now means? 

Is there a demand by the people of 
our State for the passage of this bill? 
Have any petitions been received ask­
ing' that it be enacted into law? Have 
our constituents asked us to report 
this measure? I think not. Why 
then vote for this bill? The burden of 
proof is on the proponents. Have 
they made out a case? Our county 
attorneys in all the years of the past 
have been as honest and as faithful as 
other officers, and have done their 
work as commendably. 

There is a doubt in my mind, and a 
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very grave doubt as to the wisdom of the State 01" l\Iaine. It is a bill that was 
this kind of legislation. I can see how asked for b>' His Excellency the Governor 
easily it would be to ruin some honest in his addll'sS to the legislature. And 
county attorney, who was, as well as why was tiut bill asked for? Xot be­
he could, doing his duty. The Gover­
nor and Council feeling that something 
must be done to brace the party or 
themselves politically in a county 
makc the poor fellow the goat. times, soml'\vhere, we get a county at-

Chickens always come home to torney that is not so honest as he might 
roost. How many votes do you think be. 'Ve ge' county attorneys that are in 
a measure of this kind would ordi- sympathy ',"ith corrupt measures that aI''' 
narily receive in a :MaiIw Senate? I being used ill different parts of the State 
read the answer in yOl\l' eyes. Not at different limes, measures perbining to 
one. '\-hy then be so politically in- the questiol of !i(luor. 

cause coun:,!( attorneys are all dishonest. 
Nobody ev,,'1' thought they were, anll 
everybody knew they were not. But 
eyerybody "luaUy well knows that some-

sane as to do a wrong, which is sure 
to fasten itself around the throat of Xow I clU'I't know anything persunally 
Ollr party, and incidentalJy arouncl the about whel" this stuff is disDenSe(l, but 
throat of each individual Senator. it has beE'-- dispensed in the past some-

Because the doctrine proposed in where and some time in the State of 
this bill is eontrary to the spirit of ]\faine, and the courts have found fault, 
OUI" Constitution, which declares that "nel a, grc'a- tieal of fault with the county 
all power is inherent in the people. attorneys j i the prosecution of the law. 

Because of the passage of the bone They have ~ven foun!l fault with som" 
dry bill by Congress, which prohibits sheriffs in :;ome cities and some town, 
the importation of liqU01'H into pro- and some 'ounties, that they had their 
hibition states, hands bell i I,d the back, not only the 

Because wc can easily prohibit the sheriff but Ihe county attorney. 
importation of liquors from other ::-Jow if r'i,,; Excellency, the Governor of 
states and other countries by passing ]\laine, hafl requested that upon accusa­
the bone dry bill now p!'nding in this tion and tIhl and Droof that the county 
Legislature. attorney;"; not performing his duties 

Because the Governor's Council faithfully r'ld impartially, that his Ex­
would not bc the proper tribunal to cellency alhi the Council of the State of 
try, remove and appoint as provided ]\1aine, be " court before whom tl1"t 
in the bil I. coun ty a tt () rney could be tried, and if 

Because the law would (?ither be in- found wanting removed and another put 
operative, or unjustly enforced. 

Because county attorneys although 
lawyers, are human. 

Because there is no demand for a 
law of this kind by our people. 

Because the will of the electors 
slioulel be the guide of the elected. 

Because of these and other reasons 
equally significant, I oppose the pas­
sage of this bill. 

Mr. MERRILL of Somerset: Mr. Prtlsi-

in his plac!' 
"OW the Honorable Senator, Senator 

Butler, SUll poses the ease that the Gov­
ernor wants to get rid of the county at­
torneys ana huild up a corruDt political 
throne aro',ll1d his throne. You think of' 
it-the GO\ ('rnor of Maine corruptly ac­
cusing a county attorney of not doing his 
duty, and he with his council remove a 
man from office because he was corrupt, 
-that man has a broad field of his do-

dent, I shall not attempt to remove any main to go into and to show that he hag 
of the stars from the fiag, nor cause it to performed his du' well and faithfully. 
float over Mexico, or Germany, or the To assume, to suppose for a moment that 
isles of the sea, for various reasons. I we can evo' elect either a Republican or 
could do it all but I am nOot going to try a Democratic governor who would be so 
to. corrupt as to accuse an innocent man! 

But this bill here under consideration, Why, ye gods! So preposterous a prollo­
the county attorney's bill, is one of a sition, fellc,w senators, we will not enter-, 
good deal of imDortance to the people of tain for a moment. 



LEGlBL~,,"TIVE HECORD-SEXATE, ~\PHIL 6, 1917 1403 

But if a county attorney-and it Is in- A house divided against itself. I won·t 
tended undoubtedly for the better execu- say any more about it. 
tion of the prohibitory law in Maine, if a It is news to me that we came here for 
COUl,ty attorney will not prosecute, and the purpose of enacting legislation for 
you remember Mr. President and fellow the Governor of Maine. I thought we 
senators, there has a bill gone through came here for the purpose of enacting 
this House taking away from the county laws for the sovereign pepole of Maine. 
attorney the power to nol-pros any and That is what I came here for. I did not 
all suits that might be entered in courts come here to be dictated to by anybody 
of this State-that powel' has been taken but the people. 
away from him-the court had no power, I have found in my county no deman,] 
if the county attorney went into the cour, for any change here in respect to remov­
and entered a nol-pros on his case, el'ery ing our duly elected officials. I have re­
criminal case, even of lllurc1er, he had ceiyec1 since I came here not a single 
that authority to !lol-pros. That law ha~ communication from anyone, high or 
been changed, not for the purpose of do- low, good or bad, asking for this legisla­
ing any harn1 to the county a Horney, but tion. I see no demand for it here. 
for the express purpose of taking away It is the Governor's idea. I thinl< the 
from the county attorney a ]lOWer too Senator is right about that. )Jobody else 
broad amI too great for him to possess. has asked for it, and after listening to 

Xov·;, in order to nol-llros a case in 
court the connt attorney must ¥lrite his 
reason acrOAS the back of the iJ1(lictmcnt, 
and he must have the written consent of 
the justice presiding, setting forth the 
cause for which that nol-prns is entered. 

Is that any hardship? 
Now this other matter of the county at­

torney, that he lnay be remov8l1, is to 
avoid a great expense, an expense which 
stares the Governor in the face and would 
almost eompel him to resist exercising 
the power he has. ITe could assemble the 
legislature and bring impeachment pro­
ceedings against the CQUllty attorney. 

But who is afraid, I ask my fellow scn­
ators, who is afraid of the idea of a gov­
ernor of the State of :\Taine accusing a 
man falsely, and then by false testimony 
attempt to convict him, and then remove 
him from office? 

I can lool{ in the faces of these senators, 
and I think I can read quite as plainly 
as m' colleague from Somerset,-read in 
your faces that the proposition is a 
proper one and one that will meet with 
your approval. 

I leave the matter with you for you to 
vote upon and decide whether this bill 
shall pass or not. 

Mr. BUTLER of Knox: 1'.:r. President, 
I have been deeply interested in the elo­
quent remarks of the distinguished Sena­
tor from Somerset, indeed, in the remarks 
of both the distinguished senators from 
Somerset, one for and the other against. 

the remarks of the Senator, eloquent as 
they were,If they did not take the stars 
from the flag, I have failed to get a sin­
gle reason froll1 his argument why this 
bit of legislation should pass. 

Is there any reason under heaven gi ven 
an10ng 1118n \vhy we should say that the 
county attorney, usually one of our firc;t 
citizens in his community, should be sln­
gle(l out, tried and convicted by the 
Governor and his Council, rather than to 
be tried and convicten, if he must be tri~(l 
and con l'icted, by a jury of his peers the 
ordinary way, the same as you and I 
would be tried if we were unfortunate 
enough to be accused of crime? J see 
none. I see no reason why a county at­
torney cannot be indicted for any offense 
the same as I can be indicted, and tried in 
the usual way, the attorney general ap­
pearing as the prosecuting officer. 

I would infiinitely preff'r that the legisla­
ture should be assembled in special ses­
sion, if need be, that every section of tbe 
State of Maine might be represented when 
one of our duly elected county officials is 
to be tried and positively removed. What. 
will the expense amount to? Then we 
might say that we had a voice in the af­
fairs of our Sta teo I tell you this is dan­
gerous legislation. It is not in line with 
New England tradition. It is not in line 
with legislation that has obtained amone: 
the people of Maine. 

I know the hour is getting late. I have 
brought this matter up largely to go on 
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record as opposed to it, a:~( not with the ecutiye of he State to bring me be­
idea of making any extended address. fore his C, uncil, 1 would give him 

1 move you that when the vote be taken over my si:.~·nature when the people 
it be taken by the yeas and nays. elected mr; a right to tell me to re­

sign, and I would resign. That is the 
1111'. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. standard III the bar of the State of 

President and fellow Se~ators: This Maine, stri~ped of politics. Let them 
is not the measure of the Governor. do their dlll~' and not \}ring the law of 
It is in my judgment th" measure of the State ,,' Maine into disrespect. 
the people of the State of Maine who A great I, wyer speaking in the pres­
have elected bim and eleded the men encc of an 'lUg'ust assemblage said, "If 
who belong to his party, r wish to go you have :J. bad law upon your statute 
into the record to give eyidence of bookS, enf« 02 it to the letter in order 
why 1 vote for this measnre. that if it i:, a bad law the people may 

Every lawyer here kr,o \VS that the repeal it:' 'But 1 wiII warn you," said 
execntive department of 'lUI' State is that ;~Teat lawyer, standing in the 
the same as the executiv= department House of lords, "don't let the; people 
of the nation practically. The Nation \'iolate a bl ,d law that you have made 
has three departments, the exccutiye, hecansC' if "ou do you will hring all 
the legislative and the ,udicial. The Jaw into cl:i'espect, and those who ad­
State has three departm,mts, the EX- minister jl; 'Uce with it." 
ecutive, the legislative a'r,<l the judicial. The arg'll 'nent of the distinguished 
Every lawyc'r here knows that the cx- Senator \1, :I,lker shook me up. There 
ecutive department of the nation ap- "'el'e somc~ things in it that appealed, 
points all the attorneys who repl'e- I venture ; () say, to every Senator 
sent it Qnd carry out the will of the here, when it gets back to the people. 
executiye who appoints It em, from the nut the P( 'pie have erected the in­
attorney general down ie' our district stitutions 1 '1(ler which ,\'0 IiY8. The 
attorneys in onr State-one of them is majority]', les. The people are 1'8-

now in Portland-and has got t.he sponsil)le f' r the governor \"hom they 
right under the Jaw to >20 II for their have elect< I, fend he is going out to 
resignation. j\n<l also tha, same power the ppople ",,'ith something better than 
applies to the justices of the supreme a referend I m-if his enemies wish to 
c.ourt of the nation. attack him from the public platforms, 

It used to be that yonI' governor, he is goin,: out to them with a law 
early in ]\faine, had that power as to which he Il,'S got the courage and the 
your county attorneys, a.s 1 understand manhood t::> demand that we put upon 
the law. This measure is to give the statutc' books of the State. For 
your executive department of the what purp,"",e? For the sole purpose 
State, that has the po\\'e,' to appoint of making the county attorneys in 
the justices of your suprc me court, the every COUnl y stand up and do what? 
power to remove a county attorney Honor the ;~Tcat profcssion to which 
who is not enforcing any and all laws. the two distinguished senators and 
There is not a lawyer in the State of lawyers belll1g who have spoken upon 
Maine who will be deterrod from tak- either side on this question. 
ing a nomination for cOllnty attorney You will not find any trouble, Mr. 
because a Democratic governor or a President a ld fellow Senators, in find­
Republican governor wiI! have the ing attorn!'v after attorney willing to 
power to remove him if h!= does not do take the b,rth of attorney with this 
his duty and all his duty. We, Mr. law upon t he statute book. 1 saw a 
President and brott.el' attorneys, spleno.id, nntehless ma.n whom 1 did 
mingling here with this f:plendid body not know fi anding upon the platform 
of our fellow citizens, the business men in my city, the first time I met him, 
of our State represented here, do not anel he stepped up into the presence of 
want a single blot upon that great 3500 people, and he said, "1 will en­
profession of the law, ard if 1 were force every Jaw upon the statute book 
going to run for county attorney in including th·" prohibitory law." And 
any county, r would not ask the ex- he said, "II' you will make me gover-
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nor I will remove any man who will 
not enforce it if they give me the 
power to do it." On the same plat­
form I followed him and I told them 
to perforate my candidacy witll their 
ballots before they reached his name 
upon it, as the people of the State had 
made him my general. 

Give him this power, and if they do 
not enforce tIle Jaw Jet them be 1'e­
moved. Any county attorney who is 
doing his honest duty that a governor 
and a council attempt to remove will 
never have to employ counsel. He 
will find a hllndrccl of the best men in 
his p"ofessioll before that governor 
and council to stand by him, then anu 
aJ ways, if 112 is spotless. 

It is not now that the Governor 
throws uown the gage of battlc. It 
was then. In a C()llIlty that bofol'(' that 
time had gone Democratic time after 
time with some 1500 votes to over­
comC-:lnu you have all Ilearu tell of 
the Dangor plan~he \vas honest-the 
pUJple beliFITd he was honcst-anu 
they stood by him in the entire countv. 
Give hirn this. Let his cnemies s,{v 
\\'hat they will of it, but the people 0'[ 
Penobscot connty, I prophesy no\',', 
will endorse it. No matter what they 
say, they have already done so. \\'e 
al'" not frightened of the Jaw. And I 
say that it is a party measure, made a 
part~' measure, :\11'. President and fel­
low senators, by the voice of the peo­
ple last Septembe1', vox populi vox 
Dei, the voice of the people is the 
voice of God. I record my vote for 
this measure, if you call it a Gover­
nor's measure, I call it a measure 
called for by the vote of the people of 
the Stat~ of c\Taine, and that is the 
reason I am going to vote for it, ]\[1'. 

President. (.\pplause.) 

The PHESIDENT: The question be­
fore the Senate is on the motion of the 
senator from Knox, Senator Butler, 
that this bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, if it 
will save time, I \ViII be satisfied with 

On motion by 1\11'. Merrill of Somerset, 
the bill "'as passed to be enacted. 

:1.11'. Dl,JERIKG of York: I desire to 
"]leak on a question of personal privi­
lege. 'l'he Senate will bear with me 
for a fe'i,v 1110111ents. 

Of course it would be in order for me 
to say at this time that I desire to 
express my appreciation of the magnifi­
cent things that the Senate has done 
for me, and I know there have been 
times, other times perhaps when the 
Senate might have become a little care­
less, that I received its vote right in the 
location intended I should receive it. 
I think on those occasions we have 
agl'ccd just about as ,veil as the two 
distinguished senators from SOlllerset 
count,' have agreed upon tJ,e county 
attorney lJill. 

1 [0\\ eyer that 111ay be, I hase been 
reminded on some of those occasions by 
an illcident ,yhich tool,: lllace in my of­
tlco. A man came inlo my office and he 
asked me how much I charged for ad­
vice, una after determining the Weight 
and tl10 im]lortance of his case I told 
him I "'auld char;:;e him $2. 

lIe sat dO'''11 and I talked with him 
for an hour and then he got up and 
started for the door, and I said ",Yait a 
minute." And he said "What for?" I 
said, "How about the $2 for the advice?" 
He' says "That is all right but I ain't 
going' to take it." (Laughter). 

I am charged at the present time 
V\"ith a graye and serious duty. This 
magnificent instrument which I hold in 
my right hand is supposed to be a rifle. 
You will note upon the end of this 
rifle a peculiar contrivance. It resem­
Illes a contrivance of which Senator 
Bayter has 10,000,000 stored away, a 
corn can. But I want to say to you 
th at thi s peculiar tiling on the end of 
this gun is far more important than a 
corn can. It is a contrivance with 
which, if we could have it in this Sea­
ate, everybody would be pleased. It is 

a division. a contrivance which I know if the Sen-
A rising yote was taken, and three ate could have applied to me a dozen 

senators voting in the affirmative and times they would have applied it. It 
23 in tile negative, the motion of the is an instrument which we could safely 
senator from Knox, Senator Butler, was nSG upon the House of Representatives 
lost. at this minute. 
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Gentlemen, the instrument upon the \Ye believe n rewarding great soldiers 
end of that gun is a Maxim silencer. while they "re living. You know what 
I rise here at this time to:nake a pres- happend to the memorials for the dead 
ent of this instrument to :t member of soldiers, (Applause). 
our body whose interest;; this present The mem:",rs of this body are up-to­
term, at the present ses:·:ion of this date. \\'e do not want to wait until our 
legislature, have been inc ined always warrior members and statesmen are 
towards militarism. I kn)w the gen- dead before we reward them with their 
tleman can use this rifle. I know he memorials. Now one member of this 
can practice with it. I b<>lieve at the body stated a few days ago that if he 
time when he comes back here two were ever Rrong he would wear a 
years from now he will be a better and medal as lnn;'e as the face of that clock. 
hraver soldier. 

Gentlemen, I take great 
presenting this magnificent 
honored colleague, Hon. 
'Vood of Hancock county. 

pleasure in 
rifle to my 
Charles A. 
(Applause) , 

And I am ,o:I1re you, my fellows, want 
to vresent him with such a medal. 
I have one here. (Laughter and ap­
plause). It is fitting that the man who 
has been pr'"sented the gun should be 
presented t'l is medal also, and on be-

Mr. ,VOOD of Hancock: Mr. President half of th' members of this distlll­
and fellow senators, I shall make my 
response and speech of appreciation, 
which will evidently go down the an­
nals of time as a masterpiece, when I 
recei ve that bill for wh [eh I stood 
sponsor from the other en, of the hall, 
so I reserve my rights for the present. 
I thank the Senator and I wish to just 
say briefly that I highly appreciate the 
things that the Senate has done for me 
and sometimes to me. liut my real 
speech of appreciation, 1Vl r. President 
and fellow senators, I wir! reserve for 
the present. I hope to get t1,at commit­
tee of conference and thn t we will still 
have that military bill in which I am 
deeply interested, (Applause). 

Mr. BUTLER of Knox: Mr. Presi­
dent, I too, rise to the rna tter of high­
est personal privilege. The gun has 
just been used on me without the 
Maxim silencer. (Applaus,e). We had 
three to start with, and one of them 
went home, and still we have three 
with us. 

This Senate-and I will say prior to 
that that I want at this time, as I in­
tend to leave on the early morning 
train, to say to my fellOWS that I ap­
preciate you all the timE', whether you 
have fought with me or against me, and 
I am in doubt whether I tl1tnk more of 
the fellOWS that fought a;.:ainst me or 
less. 

I was about to say that the Senate 
would be the last body that would fail 
to reward one of its brave members. 

guished deli )erative body, it gives me 
great pleasll I'e to present this medal to 
our colleag:l:e, the senator from Han­
cock. Senatl,,' 'Vood. Wear it, Senator, 
-wear it Hl you go to your hotel,-
"wear it as \ DU go to your home,-wear 
it as a prol d badge of uistinguishment, 
-take it hOI 18 to your wife. (Applause). 

Mr. 'VOO I) of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent ann f-,Hovv senators, I an1 lTIuch 
overcome "th these tokens of appre­
ciation. T lings are certainly coming 
111Y \\lay. I do not admit, ho,vever, yet, 
that I am "rang. Now for all of your 
benefit, I ,,'ant you to bear with me 
while I read a letter. You know, down 
in the legal lffairs-some of the fellows 
have seen b ls, some of them have not­
but it will ',ear repetition, I believe,­
down in the legal affairs my friend from 
Bucksport . 1 sed to call me the mother 
of the moth"rs' pension bill. About the 
time that we were having the scrap and 
I was fight: ng some' of the other fel­
lows about ~'etting that bill out pretty 
quick, I got this letter: 

".A'lgu~ta, Me., Mar. 19, 1917. 

Han. CharI,',,; Wood: 
Legal Committee 

Dear 8\1':-
Those interested in the mother's pen­

sion act tak" the liberty to enqmre wny 
you don't gIve your early and favor­
able attenti(ln to it. I heard you at the 
hearing exp:'ess you approval of it and 
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was much pleased with your gentle­
manly appearance and I thought you 
was with us, 

I am told and I also read that you 
have other matters in charge and I sus­
picion that you have used this in hold­
ing back this bill so you can better 
work out some of your pet schemes 
about milk bottles in your town; law­
yers writts v,nd inloading an old 
worthies'> bridge on some towns down 
your way-I am told that such things 

that the people have a referendum and 
initiative vote and by and bye the 
women will have some too-

l am with great respect for 
your ABILITY 

Yours respectfully," 

thought that would be interesting, 
fellow senators; it was so much better 
than anything I could say, I just added 
it to the fund. 

are done by men in the legislatire and Mr. BUTLER of Knox: I would like 
I am afraid we and our bill are suffer- to inquire, Mr. President, if this lady is 
ing because such things are done by one of his hom') constituents? If so, it 
men. might be well to take the gun with him. 

I have relrrtiYes down your way who The PRESIDENT: It is a question 
tell me you are also opposed to any of personal privilege. The Senator may 
"bird scantuaries" and that you are answer if he wishes. 
working for thE' Brutes who go out and 
8hoot everything in sight on land and 
sea and in the heavens above and on 
the earth below-THEY HAVE VOTES. 
'Ve women have not one yet, but just 
wait! 

If you did not know bettcr we would 
have sympathy for yon and try to en­
lit en and educate you but you are, 1 
guess, onc of those fellows who knows 
enough if fact, I guess you know too 
mnch and fIre like them fpIlows my 
dead and lemented husband told me he 
used to see "round the capital way back 
in the times when J. Manly and Eugene 
H"le ran thing" up there. 

My sain husb>ll1d used to take an in­
terest in politicks and he says you talk 
and abuse sh"mfl1lly good nemocrats 
",-hen you "\Y(1S on the "stump" and they 
co,Jldn't g"et at you because you had a 
lot of yom' gunner friends around 
about ~·ol~-thE'n you ,vas J guess in a 
sort of [l 'Vood-peckpr "canturrry and 
pro])" ])ly glad to be thprc and so felt 
safe and bravc'. 

You ought to he glad to give the oth­
er birds a eh" nCE' now, but I am get­
ting away from the maine subject 
which isn't you after all. 

'Vhat I want to know NO'V is what 
you are going to do with the mothers 
pension lrn:v? 

You rHe the onE' I am looking to now, 
but if I cnn't get any comfort and help 
out off YOU, I sbaII expreps my senti­
ments to the other IfLwyers, members of 
the Committee jl,st exactly as plain afl I 
hrrye to you-I just want to remind you 

Final Report. 
The joint standing committee on pub­

lic buildings and grounds, reported that 
they had transacted all business before 
them. 

Mr. SWIFT of Kennebec: Mr. Pres-
ident, I move that we reconsider the 
vote whereby S. D. 159, An Act to auth­
orize the erection of dams and water 
storage basins on Bog Brook and trib­
utaries in Dead River Plantation in 
Somerset county was paRsed to he en­
groflsed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. S,VIFT: Mr. President, I now 
wisb to offer an amendment and wish 
to say that this is simply a log driving 
charter, and the parties interested are 
very desirous of securing its passage. 
The only objection to the biII is that 
the Baxter Amendment was attached 
in the House. 

1'hi., amendment I wish to offer 
strilz8s out the right whereby they were 
rruthori2("d to develop any power for 
m"nufacturing or any other purposes 
whate\'er. 

I movE' that the amendment be adolJt­
ed 

"Senate Amendment A to S. D. 159. 

Amend S. D. 159, by striking out the 
words in the ninth and tenth lines of 
Section 1, 'They may use the water 
pow€r developed on said stream for any 
and all manufacturing purposes.' 
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Also by the adding at n,e end of said 
section the words, 'No d:'"m built by 
said Viles and Gannett, their heirs or 
assigns, under the act shaLl be used for 
pOVler parposes. J " 

Senate Amendment A was adopted 
and the bill as amended "ras passed to 
be engro~sed and sent down for con­
currence. 

importation of intoxicating liquors in­
to the Stu I.e of Maine for beverage 
purposes (II:. D. 12). 

Majority eeport, ought not to pass; 
minority r':'port, ought to pass. 

In the '1 [ouse the majority report 
was accepted. 

Mr. DEEUNG of York: Mr. Pres-
ident, I mc":e that we concur with the 

The committee of conference on the House in the acceptance of the ma­
disagreeing action of the two branches, jority repolT. 
on S. D. 103, Ar Act to amend Chapter 
295 of the Public Laws of 1915, relative 
to compensation to employees for per­
sonal injuries received in the course of 

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: (See 
the speech I'ollowing delivered by Sen­
ator DeeriJ ,g, and the record of the 

their employment and to the preven- Senate in I' elation to Mr. Walker's re­
tion of such injuries, by 2"1l0wing the marks.) 
injured party to select his own physi­
cian and the h05pital to "'hich he shal! 
be carried, reported that they were un­
able to agree. 

The report was accepted. 

Mr. BURLEIGH of Aroostook: 

Mr. DEI;I~ING of York: Mr. Pres­
ident, may I ask the Senator from 
S.omerset H. question? 

The PRESIDENT: You may if he 
Mr. is willing to answer it. 

President, H. D. 471, An A.ct to author­ Mr. DK'iIRING: Mr. Walker was 
ize and direct the county commissioners not there t.n amendm,ent to the stat­
of Aroostook county to enlarge and re- ute, formal' y the illegal transportation 
pair the Court House at Caribou in 
said county, has been paEsed to be en- statute, made and passed in regard to 
grossed. the importation of liquors into the 

I move that it be recalled from the State, befm'e the speech just delivered 
engrossing department. 

'.rhe PRI<lSIDENT: We have the bill 
here. 

by you, was written? 

Mr. WALKER: I do not quite un­
derstand tlle question, please repeat 

Mr. BURLEIGH: This bill needs an the question. 
emergency clause attached to it, and I Mr. DEERING: Was not there an 
offer an amendment y,hich corrects 
that. 

r first move that the vote whereby 
this bill was passed to be engrossed, be 
reconsidered. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The same Senator then offered Sen­

ate Amendment A, which was adopted. 
(The amendment simply made the bill 
an emergency measure.) 

The bill as amended was passed to 
be engrossed and semt dt)wn f.or con­
currence. 

From the House: :Majority and 
m,inority report of the (·:om.mittee on 
temperance, on An Act to prohibit the 

amendment to the statute, formally 
called the illegal transportation stat­
ute, or illegal possession statute, pro­
viding against illegal importation into 
the State, and was not that amend­
ment passed by the temperance com­
mittee, signed by you and brought into 
the House :~nd passed by both branch­
es of tll ,. legislature. before the 
speech YOL) have just delivered was 
written? 

Mr. WALKER: Mr. President, I 
will say to the Senator that every 
measure that comes from the tem.per­
ance commi ttee that has gone through 
the legislature waS appr.oved by me. I 
did not oppose any of the measures 
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that affects liquor coming into the ciples, and never yet have any malign 
State from foreign countries or from effects of the distillery disturbed my 
Massachusetts, or New Hampshire. trend of thought. 
If such a measure has gone through I 
was not aware of it. 

Mr. DEERING: Did not the tem­
perance committee ad'vocate an 
amendmGI't to the illegal possession 
statute that prohibited the importation 
of liquor into the State? 

Mr. WALKER: 
some such statute. 

Mr. DEERING: 

I think there is 

Does not that stat-
ute, as the temperance committee 
amended it, and the report which you 
signed, constitute just the very things 
on which you made your speech just 
now? 

Mr. WALKER: I do not think so. 

Mr. DEERING: Mr. President, I 
simply desire to say a very few things, 
because I am not any expert in making 
speeches on the prohibitory law. (Ap­
plause.) 

I have had no time to prepare and 
no time 
speeches. 

to write any particular 

As I understand it the temperance 
committee have already recommended 
that this legislature pass an act which 
is amendatory to the illegal possession 
statute which prohibits the very same 
thing that the Bussabarger Bill pro­
poses to prohibit. And if I am not 
mistal{en the distinguished Senator 
from Somerset signed that report of 
the committee to put that amendment 
into the illegal possession statute. 
And now he comes forward here at 
this time and proposes that the Bus­
sabarger Bill pass, and he reads us his 
reasons for so doing. And while it 
may be more or less of a joke-

(Interrupted by a "rush" from the 
House.) 

(At this point a crowd broke in from 
the House.) 

Mr. DEERING (continuing): I 
knew that if I said anything upon the 
prohibitory question something awful 
would happen and it did. (Applause.) 
I am reminded by this peculiar inci­
dent of the publication of the Phil­
adelphia North American by a distin­
guished gentleman in Philadelphia in 
1876. He ran up a lot of bad debts 
and they brought attachments against 
his property and sold him out and all 
his property passed into the hands of 
a receiver. In 1882, just sixteen years 
after they put him out of business, he 
began another Philadelphia North 
American and the first thing that he 
said in that Philadelphia North Amer­
ican was-"I was about to say when I 
was interrupted." (Applause.) 

Now gentlemen, we have the pecul­
iar situation confronting us at this 
time of the chairman of our temper­
ance committee coming before the 
Senate and urging the passage of a 
b5H, which everYlhody' agreed, aftill' 
that same temperance committee had 
put in a report amending a statute 
which took care of the very same ob­
ject, we are confronted by the anomal­
ous position-a chairman of a great 
committee signs neither report, neither 
ought to pass nor ought not to pass, 
but comes in here with a written com­
position, written and delivered after 
he himself had signed a report that 
said statute in regard to illegal pos­
session should be amended to take care 
of the very same objects which he 
purposes to accomplish by this Bussa­
barge l' Bill. 

Now, gentlemen, I do not know how 
to handle a situation of that kind in 

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: I move, Mr. particular. It is a matter with which 
President, that the honorable Senator this Senate has not been confronted 
have a chance to go on and get that in all its deliberations. We have been 
temperance speech out of his system 
or it may strike in and kill him. 

here, and although we may have been 
inconsistent in some things, it seems 

Mr. Pres- to me that in all those matters in Mr. DEERING of York: 
ident. answering Senator Wood. I have which our party was concerned we 
lived in a prohibition state all my life have all stood together; and while we 
and I thoroughly believe in its prin- have had three distinugished mem-
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bers from the Democratic party in 
this Senate, never has one word of 
friction been brought up between us 
and them. I do not think that any 
opposition will be brought up between 
us and them now. I cannot conceive 
why this peculiar composition in the 
dying days of this Senate should be 
sprung upon us, after the laws have 
all been passed taking care of the very 
same situation, unless that is intended 
to go back to s,ome peo)Jle for home 
consumption. And when such a 
speech as that which accuses men in 
the legislature of doing one thing here 
in the Senate or in the House of Rep­
resentatives and going to the Augusta 
House to get a drink, to drink the 
other way, I desire, gentlemen of the 
Senate, to say that I reSE,nt any such 
remarks and I do not believe that any 
such remarks should be put upon oLlr 
record, and especially by R member of 
our ,own party. 

Mr. President, I desire to make a mo-

bill was passed to be engrossed, and on 
further motion by the same senator 
House amendment A was adopted and the 
bill as amended was passed to be en­
grossed in <.'oncurrence. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays be­
fore the Senate, Resolve in favor of the 
reformatory for women for the construc­
tion of additional buildings and other 
purposes fOI' the years 1917 and 1918, S. D. 
Xo. 417. 

This resol','1) was passed to be engrossed 
in the Senat" and the House indefinitely 
postponed ii, 

On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Kennebec, 
the Senate l'oncurred with the House in 
the indefinil <' postponement of the re­
solve. 

The PRES I DENT: Report A, ought not 
to pass, and report B, ought to pass, of 
the committee on labor, An Act relative 
to the hou,'" of labor of employees of 

tion-whether it is the proper motion Ot· street railway companies. 
not, I do not know, but I. do not desire Report B was accepted ill the House. 
to have any member of th" Hepublican Report A was adopted in the Senate in 
party come into the Sena t,c, a Republican non-concurr,']]ce. 
Senate and a Senate which has behave,1 
as well as any Senate in the State of It comes back from the House, that 
Maine ever behaved, and probably bet- branch hav reg voted to adhere to their 
ter, and have any stign13 east upon a former actioll. 

body of men who have tile dignity and Mr, STA:-"I,EY of Oxford: Mr. Presl­
the authority of this State to uphold, at dent, I mov,' we adhere to our former ac­
the present time when we are entering tion. 
upon a crisis the like of which has never The motion was agreed to. 
occurred in this world )Jefore-a t this 

time, Mr. President, I desire to make a Mr. PEACOCK of Washington: Mr. 
motion to expunge that speech from the President, yesterday we accepted the ma­
record. 

jority report on Senate bill 435, and at 
The motion was agreed to, that time it was understood that Senator 

The PRESIDEXT: The question now Butler wanlt'd to speak in favor of the 
before the Senate is on tllC motion that minority re]1ort. We expected to have 
we concur with the House in the adoption that bill in our hands tonight. 

I ask the uranimous consent of the Sen-of· the majority report of this committee, 
The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDEXT: H. D, Xo. Resohe 
for the publication of autumobile regis-

ate that this !Jill may be taken UP at this 
time so that Senator Butler may be heard 
on it. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, PEACOCK: I yield to Senator But-
tration, which was passed to !Je engrosseJ 
by the House, came back from the Hou8e. ler. 
that branch having ,"oted to adhere, Mr, BUTLli:R of Knox: Mr. President 

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Peno]lscot, and fellow sE'nators, the senator from 
the vote was reconsidered whereby this Hancock is so very courteous and so 
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very gentlemanly to me that almost I an. as great and varied as the sea and 
persuaded to agree with him. He, know- shore fisheries. "'e might just as well 
ing that I am obliged to leave tomorrow have a commission of education and have 
morning has very kindly consented that I three men there as well as one. We 
may state my views on this matter to- might just as well have a commission of 
night. finance instead of a State treasurer; there 

I want to speak on this matter, gentle- would be plenty of work for three. We 
men, because I believe the present ad- might just as well have a commission of 
ministration has gone mad on commis- affairs of State as one secretary of :State. 
sions and on the commission form of gov- vVe might just as well have a library 
ernment. I believe we would be doing a commission. There is just as much rea­
great service to Maine if instead of creat- son and just as much sense in having a 
ing new commissions we abolished some commission for every department of our 
that we already have. I believe we coulLl State as there is for abolishing the office 
get along very well, perhaps better, if we of commissioner of sea and shore fisheries 
had no commission in Maine aside from and creating a commission of three, and 
the Public Utilities Commission, which is still retain all but in name a commis-
of the nature of a court. sioner to do the work. 

vVe started in with a highway commis- As was well said in the House this 
sioner and we got along very well. Then morning, this commission of sea and 
we had a commission and the first thing shore fisheries will not make any more 
we knew they coul<ln't agree with each lobsters and they will not handle the sit­
other and for a time the commission was uation any better than one man can 
at loggerheads. I (10 not know that that handle it, one real head, such as you 
is true now, uut there was more or less would want for your business and I 
trouble, while during the time we had would want for mine. It may be said 
one man commissioner we had no trouble that the law has not been enforced. Well, 
whatever in that direction. that is true, perhaps. It is perhaps true 

One man can agree with himself, gen- that the prohibitory law has not been en­
tlemen. We have created this session ,t forced. 
prison commission and made an office bo,' But in this particular case, two years 
of the warden. It Rubserves no useful ago we passed a new law for that par­
purpose if we have the warden, too. We ticular purpose, to aid the commissioner, 
do not need both. ,Ye have done away and it is contemplated for the coming two 
with the prison and jail inspectors to be years that law will be enforced, and that 
sure, but a committee of the Goverllor's money will be provided for the commis­
Council could as well do that work. sioner, if we have one, or for the com-

We have recommended at this j)resent mission, adequate for that purpose. I 
session. in the same breath that Wcl have heard yet no argument presented, 
recomlnended this commission, to do u\vay either at the hearing or in consultation, 
with the commissioners of inland fisheries as any logical reason for a change. I say 
and game, for the very reason that [ the same argument that was presented at 
contend, that a commissioner can better the hearing 'for the abolition of the com­
handle that work. The honorable chair- mission on inland fisheries and game, and 
man of the commission on inlanrl fisherIes having a one man head there, is equally 
and game in appearing before the com- applicable to the commissioner of sea 
mittee stated his views. He thought it and shore fisheries, why the present law 
better be handled by a commissioner. should be retained. 
Now they say-tbe sea and shore fisberies I trust that the motion of the senator 
could best be handled by a commission. from Washington will not prevail. 
when for years and years, as far back as 
I can remember we have had a commis- ,\1,.. PEACOCK: Mr, President and 
sioner. 

We might 
mission of 
agricultural 

fellow Rcnators: It is a self-evident 
just as weI! have a com- fact that for the last twenty or thirty 
agriculture. Certainly the years the sea, and shore fishery busi­
interests of Maine are ness has-and I have spent now four 
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terms in the legislature and I have lis­
tened to the complaints along the sea 
shore from the fishermen and people 
that are interested in the bills, and it 
has been universally admitted, and I 
think the senator from Knox will ad­
mit it, that the laws have not been 
enforced. There is not so much a 
genral complaint of the law, but it is 
that the law has not been enforced. 

Under the present law that we are 
relying on, the Governor with the con­
sent of his Council shall appoint a 
commissioner, and that commissioner's 
term shall be three years, and after he 
is appointed the Governor and Council 
have no power to remove him and he 
can do as he wishes in regard to en­
forcing the law. That is the informa­
tion I got from Governor Curtis. It 
was admitted that the commissioner 
serving under Governor Curtis was in­
efficient. I went to him and asked 
him if he could not remove the man. 
He said, "It is beyond my power; I 
cannot do it. I know the man is in­
efficient and he is not attending to his 
business." I do not believe we want 
any business in the State of Maine 
that a hundred thousand people are 
dependent upon for a livelihood, to be 
placed in the hands of one man and 
that man not have any control over 
him. The same thing under this pres­
ent law, the Governor and Council ap­
point a part with the recommendation 
of the commissioner and another part 
of them are appointed by the commis­
sioner himself. There is a conflict in 
the law there. 

I feel that if we can secure under 
this bill that we are considering today 
-we recomemnd that a commission of 
three be appointed, and the idea is 
that you will take men representing 
the different interests in the business, 
men that are interested in the herring 
business, men that are interested in 
the lobster business, men that are in­
terested in deep sea fishing, and this 
commission is to have only per diem 
and travelling expenses. [ believe it 
is possible for the Governor to select 
men that would serve in this capacity 
under these conditions, that would 
consider an appointment for pay such 
as the State of Maine would recom­
mend them-I believe we can get men 

who are lll'e>ad-gauged enough and 
who have tIl'" interests of the business 
at heart, WilD will accept these posi­
tions and WllO will look after the busi­
ness. 

These thn,c men are appointed by 
the Govern!I!' and Council; they ap­
point a din'cior over whom they have 
absolute con trol. If he will not carry 
ont their in,',ructions, if he will not do 
as they relj1; est him to do, they have 
the power to remove him without any 
trial or anything else, just the same as 
if I hired a man to superintend my 
factory, if I am not satisfied I reserve 
the power tu remove the man. I have 
that right. r may be mistaken; I may 
select a man whom I consider a good 
man and on trying him out I may not 
be satisfied. 

Now this (~ommission will have the 
same powel': they appoint a director 
and if he is not satisfactory they can 
remove him and appoint somebody in 
his place. This bill also gives the di­
rector pow,'r to appoint his wardens 
and he has the power to remove those 
wardens if l:hey 'are not satisfactory. 
And he will see that they enforce the 
law becaus,,' upon that enforcement 
dc·pends his position. 

I believe that this bill as drawn up 
is a workable bill and that it will pro­
tect the sec. and shore fisheries better 
than anything that we have had be­
fore. 

This has been accused of being a 
political measure. In order to show 
the people that there is nothing politi­
cal in it, we have placed in this bill 
that the prpsent sea and shore fish­
eries commissioner be retained as 
commissioner; that he shall have the 
appointment as first director if the 
commission is formed. 

Two years ago, as our worthy sena­
tor said, we passed a license law; we 
passed several other laws, putting 
some teeth into the laws that we had 
at that time, believing that it was 
possible to "nforce them and regulate 
this busine~:l. But with the manage­
ment of the commissioner that we 
have had in the past those laws were 
not any good because they were not 
enforced. 'rhere is not a single case 
where one single lobster fisherman has 
had his license taken away from him, 
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notwithstanding the fact that there 
have been continued violations of the 
law. 

If we were working under this com­
mission, do you suppose the commis­
sion would allow the director to stay 
in the office the same as the Governor 
and Council were compelled to allow 
that commissioner? They have no 

control over the business. This bill, if 
passed, will place the sea and shore 
fisheries in position so that the law 
can be enforced, and I hope that the 
majority report will be accepted. 

On motion by Mr. Boynton of Lin­
coln, 

Adjourned. 


