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SENATE.

Thursday, March 29, 1917.
Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.
Prayei
‘Gardiner.
Journal of previous session read and
approved.

by Rev. R. 8. Pinkham of

Papers from the House disposed of in
concurrence.

From the House: An Act to author-
ize the Oxford Electric Co. to extend
its electrical lines to and within the
town of Hebron and to purchase the
electrical squipment of the Hebron
Academy.

In the House on its passage to be
enacted House Amendment A  was
adopted.

(Tabled on motion by Mr. Deecring of
York.)

From the House: Resolve propos-
ing an amendment to Section 3, Arti-
cle 4 of the Constitution in regard to
the apportionment of representatives
in accordance with population.

In the Senate passed to be engross-
ed; in the House indefinitely postpon-
ed.

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber-
land, the Senate insisted on its for-
mer action and appointed a committee
of conference.

The Chair appointed on such com-
mittee of conference on the part of the
Senate. Messrs. Holt, Butler of Frank-
lin and Bartlett.

Mr. HIGGINS of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent to
introduce a resolution out of order at
this time.

Resolved, that the members of the
Senate extend their heartfelt sympa-
thy to the senator from Oxford, Sena-
tor Stanley, and the members of the

family, in their bereavement in the
loss of his son.
Received under suspension of the

rules and passed.

From the House: The committee on
conference on the disagreeing action of
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the iwo bodies of the Legislature on
the resolve in favor of Joseph H. Un-
derwood. report that the Senate recede
and concur with the House in passing
House Amendment A.

The report was accepted in concur-
renca.

On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Kenne-
bec, House Amendment A was adopt-
ed in concurrence, and the resolve was
passed to be engrossed as amended.

House Bills in First Reading

House 539. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7 of Chapter 38 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to licenses of
agents and dealers in nursery stock.

House 687. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 51 of Chapter 82 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to trial lists of su-
preme judicial court for Aroostook
county.

House 686. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 33 of Chapter 9 of the Revised
Statutes, increasing the taxation of.
owners of parlor cars.

House 684. An Act to amend Sec-
tions 16, 38, 39 and 40 of Chapter 26
of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the operation of motor vehicles.

House 693. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 45 of Chapter 117, Revised Stat-
utes, relating to clerk hire in county
offices in the county of Penobscot.

House 694. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 72 of Chapter 82 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, increasing the annual
appropriation for the attorney gener-
al’s department.

House 691.
the Casco Water,
Power Company.

An Act to incorporate
Eiectric Light and

From the House: The report of the
committee on salaries and fees, ought
not to pass, on An Act to amend Chap-
ter 337 of the Public Laws of 1915, re-
lating to the amount to be paid for
clerk hire in Knox County.

In the House, the bill was substitut-
ed for the report of the committee.

On motion by Mr. Grant of Cumber-

land, the Senate mnon-concurred with
che House and accepted the report of
the committee, ought not to pass.
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The following bills, petitions, etc.,
were received and on recommendation
of the committee on reference of bills
were referred to the following commit-
tees:

Appropriations and Financial Affairs

By Mr. Gordon of York: Resolve in
favor of Joseph H. Littlefield, secre-
tary of the committee on public health.

By Mr. Higgins of Penobscot: Re-
solve in favor of W. M. Stuart, docu-
ment clerk.

By the same Senator: Resolve in
favor of W. M. Stuart, document clerk.

By Mr. Walker of Somerset: Re-
solve in favor of the secretary of the
committee on education.

Bills in First Reading

S. D. 410, An Act to fix the salary
of the clerk of courts of the county of
Lincoln.

Mr. GRANT of Cumberland: Mr.
President, pending first reading, I move
that this bill be indefinitely post-
poned.

A viva voce vote was had and the
Chair being in doubt, a rising vote was
taken. Sixteen senators voting in the
affirmative and four voting in the neg-
ative the motion prevailed and the bill
was indefinitely postponed.

S. D. 411. An Act to repcal all spe-
cial and private laws relating to the

taking of migratory fish in Denny’s
river.
S. D. 412, An Act to amend Section

8 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat-
utes of 1916, relating to regulation of
lobster industry.

Reports of Committees

Mr. Marshall from the committee on
legal affairs, on An Act to amend Sec-
ion 29 of Chapter 136 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to copy of proceed-
ings in murder cases, reported same
ought to pass.

Mr. Marshall from the same commit-
tee, on An Act authorizing the select-
men of the town of Brooksville to
grant a private way over tide waters
in said Brooksville, reported same
ought to pass.

Mr. Walker from the committee on
State School! for Boys, State School
for Q@irls and Women’s Reformatory,
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on Resolve in favor of the Reformatory
for Women for the construction of ad-
ditional buildings and other purposes
for the years 1917 and 1918, reported
same ought to pass.

Mr. Conant from the committee on
ways and bridges, on An Act to amend
Chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to State and State aid highways
and to provide a mill tax fund for their
construction, reported same in a new
draft under the same title and that it
cught to pass.

The PRESIDENT:
entertain a motion from the senator
from Waldo, Senator Conant, on this
bill in new draft, on the mill tax for
ways and bridges, that we print an
additional number of copies of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Conant 1500 cop-
es were ordered printed.

The Chair will

Mr. Peacock from the committee
on ways and bridges, on An Act to
amend Section 23 of Chapter 26 of the
Revised Statutes of 1916 relating to
the registration of motor vehicles
(Senate No. 170), reported same ought
to pass. (Read first time under sus-
pension of the rules on motion by Mr.
Peacock of Washington.)

Mr. Conant from the same commit-
tee, on An Act to amend Chapter 319
of the Public Laws of 1915, entitled An
Act to provide for State and county aid
in the construction of highway bridges
(Senate No. 356), reported same ought
to pass. (Read first time under sus-
pension of the rules on motion by Mr.
Conant of Waldo.)

The reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves tabled for
printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Gillin from the committee on
judiciary, on An Act to amend Section
16 of Chapter 7 of the Revised Stat-
utes of 1916, relating to manner of
voting (Senate No. 260), reported that
the same be referred to the next Leg-

islature. (On motion by Mr. Deering
of York, seconded by Mr. Gillin of
T’enobscot, recommitted to the com-

mittee on judiciary.)
Mr. Wood from the committee on le-
gal affairs, on An Act to amend Section
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13 of Ch.pte. 33 of the Revised Siat-
utes of 1916, relating to appeals from
inferior courts, reported same ought not
to pass.

Mr. Wood from the same committee,
on An Act to amend Sections 12 an
13 of Chapter 100 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to trespass on islands
in salt waters, after notice, and notices,
to be given (Senate No. 149), re-
ported same ought not to pass.

Mr. Marshall from the same commit-
tee, on An Act providing for the use
of school buildings for the purposes
of holding meetings of a social center
or community forum (Senate No. 372),
reported same ought not to pass.

The reports were accepted
down for concurrence.

and sent

Final Reports

the committee on
its

Swift from
expresses presented

Mr.
railroads and
final report.

Passed to Be Engrossed

H. D. 101. An Act to repeal Chapter
134 of the Special Laws of 1831, entitled,
“An Act establishing a fire department
in the town of Portland”; Sections 1, 3
and 4 of Chapter 167 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1853, entitled “An Act
relating to the city of Portland”’; Chap-
ter 285 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1824, entitled, “An Act respecting the
erection of wooden buildings in the
city of Portland.”

(House Amendment A
concurrence.)

H. D. 568, An Act additional to Chap-
ter 433 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1907, entitled, “An Act to incorporate
the Portland Water District.

H. D. 596. An Act to amend Section
78 of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes,
relative to State stipend for public li-
braries. (Tabled on motion by Mr. Hig-
gins of Penobscot, pending acceptance
of House Amendment A in concurrence.)

H. D. 603. An Act to amend Section
10 of Chapter 137 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the appointment of pro-
bation officers.

H. D. 615. An Act to amend Section
9 of Chapter 29 of the Revised Statufes,
prohibiting the treatment of army and
navy veterans as paupers.

H. D. 626, Resolve, to
certain cities and towns for

adopted in

reimburse
money ex-
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pended for the support of dependent
ramilies of members of the National
Guard.

H. D. 648. Resolve for investigations
and clearing the title of the settlers on

township 17, range 5, 1 Aroostook
county.
H. D. 658 Resolve to enable the

town of Millinocket to raise money for
the maintenance and support of Sourd-
nahunk road, between the town of Mill-
inocket and Millinocket lake.

H. D. 659. An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 204 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1883, as amended by
Section 1 of Chapter 11% of the I’ri-
vate and Special Laws of 1903, increas-
ing the jurisdiction of the municipal
court of the city of Westbrook.

H. D. 660. An Act relating to the
trustees of the Windham ministerial
fund.

H. D. 661. An Act to authorize the
American Thread Co. to erect a bridge
across Sebhec river in the town of Milo.

H. D. 662. An Act to amend Para-
graph 3 of Section 1 of Chapter 282 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1999,
increasing the salary of recorder of
the municipal court of the city of
Westhrook.

H. D. 664. An Act to establish a su-
perior court in the county of Andro-
scoggin.

H. D. 665. An Act to amend Section
1 of Chapter 34 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the term of office of
the commissioner of agriculture.

H. D. 666. An Act to amend Section
13 of Chapter 132 of the Revised Stat-
utes, providing for an increase in the
number of licensed detectives.

H. D. 667. An Act to amend Sections
1, 2 and 3 of Chapter 141 of the Revised
Statutes to better defining the duties
and to increasing the number of medi-
cal examiners. (Tabled c¢n motion of
Mr. Gordon of York, pending second
reading.)

H. D. 668. An Act to prevent officers
and employees of life, accident and fire
insurance institutions from making
copies of records. (On motion by Mr.
Higgins of Penobscot, indefinitely r-ost~
poned.)

H. D. 669, An Act to provide
mothers with dependent children.

H. D. 670. An Act to ratify, corfirm

for



and make valid the acts of incorpora-
tion and proceedings of Abou Ben Ad-
hem Lodge, No. 23, Independent Order
of Odd ¥ellows.

H. D. 674. An Act to amend Section
3 of Chapter 384 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1907, increasing the
salary of the recorder of the Old Town
municipal court.

H. D. 675. An Act to increase the sal-
ary of the judge of the municipal
court of Dexter.

H. D. 676. An Act to amend Section
17 of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat-
utes, increasing the salary of the State
auditor. .

H. D. 679. Resolve continuing unex-
pended bhalance of appropriation pro-
vided by Chapter 321 of the Resolves
of 1913, entitled “Resolve in favor of
aid in the construction of a highway
bridge across the St. John river be-
tween Fort Kent, Maine, and St.
Francis, New Brunswick. (Pending ac-
ceptance of House Amendment A, the
bill and amendment were tabled on mo-
tion by Mr. Higgins of Penobscot.)

H. D. 68. Resolve continuing unex-

pended balance of appropriation providedl
by Chapter 310 of the Resolves of 1915,
entiled ‘““Resolve appropriating money to
aid in the construction of sub-structure
of a highway bridge across the St. John
river between the town of Madawaska,
Maine, and the city of Edmundston, New
Brunswick.”

H. D. 68l. Resolve directing the high-
way commission to make surveys, plans
and estimates for an interstate bridge
between Kittery, Maine, and Portsmouth,
New Hampshire.

S. D. 71. An Act to repeal Section 12 of
Chapter 128 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to intention to defraud in lumber-
ing operations and commonly known as
the peonage law. (On motion by Mr.
Wood of Hancock, tabled pending accept-
ance of House Amendment A.)

S. D. 33. An Act to amend Chapter 65
of the Private and Special Laws of 1899,
entitled ‘“An Act to incorporate the Bath
Trust Company.

S. D. 408. An Act to amend Sectton 1
of Chapter 8 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1915, entitled ““An Act establish-
ing a close time on lobsters in certain
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waters of Hancock county.” (On motion
by Mr. Wood of Hancock, Senate Amena-

ment A was adopted and the Dbill as
amended was then passed to be en-
grossed.)

S. D. 409. An Act to provide for the

establishment of a bureau of markets
and to provide for marketing farm pro-
ducts and purchasing farm supplies,
Passed to Be Enacted
An Act to amend Section 16 of Chapter

59 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
compensation of inspectors of steam-
boats.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chapter
34 of the Revised Statutes, providing for
the appointment of A deputy commission-
er of agriculture.

An Act to incorporate Maine Fire In-
surance Company.

An Act to amend Section 82 of Chapter
115 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
support of debtors in jail.

An Act to amend Section 76 of Chapter
45 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
smelts. (Tabled on motion by Mr. Boyn-
ton of Lincoln.)

An Act to provide for the improvement
and certifications of seed produced in the
State.

An Act to authorize the municipal offi-
cers of the town of Machias to close a
bridge over tide water.

An Act to amend the charter of the
city of Augusta, relative to police.

An Act to incorporate the Smyrna and
Oakfield Water Company.

An Act additional to Revised Stat-
utes, Chapter 51, relating to corpora-
tions.

An Act to enable the town of Prince-
ton to supply electricity and water.

An Act to amend Sections 28 and
29 of Chapter 55 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to notice by public utili-
ties of changes in rates.

An Act to incorporate the Musqua-
cook Stream Dam & Improvement
Co.

An Act to establish the Presque Isle
municipal court.

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chap-
ter 49 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to regulations for employment of
minors between 14 and 16 years old.
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An Act to amend Section 27 of Chap-
ter 52 of the Revised Statutes and to
permit savings banks to invest in cer-
tain electric railroad bonds.

An Act authorizing the city of Au-
gusta to raise money by taxation to
assist Capital Park in maintaining
grounds and conveniences for public
amusements.

An Act to enable the chief engineer
of the State Highway Commission to
convey a certain lot or parcel of land
owned by the State of Maine to the
European & North American Rail-
road.

An Act to amend Section 60, Chap-
ter 8 of the Revised Statutes rclating
to the Maine Forestry District.

An Act to amend Sections 18 to 23
inclusive, of (Chapter 18. and Section
53 of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat-
utes, all relating to the board of reg-
istration of nurses.

An Act to amend Scction 6 of Chap-
ter 42 of the Revised Statutes, con-
cerning intelligence offices.

An Act to define certain terms used
in Section 58 of Chapter 64, of the Re-
vised Statutes, in relation to licensing
children’s homes and maternity hospi-
tals.

An Act to amend Section 31 of Chap-
ter 68 of the Revised Statutes, appro-
priating moneys in the State treasury
credited to public administrators’ fund.

An Act confirming the official acts of
the officers of the plantation of Chap-
man, acting as officers of the town of
Chapman, and the proceedings of the
special town mecting of the inhabit-
ants of the town of Chapman held
Dec. 27, 1915.

An Act authorizing the bondholders
or purchasers of Sanford and Cape
Porpoise Railway Company and The
Atlantic Shore Railway to reorganize
said corporations.

An Act to provide a new building for
the Augusta State hospital.

This bill ecarrying an emergency
clause, required a two-thirds vote of
the Senators elected.

A rising vote was had and 26 Sena-
tors voting in the affirmative and none
opposed, the hill was then passed to
be enacted.
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Finally Passed

Resolve in aid of navigation on vari-
ous lakes, rivers and thoroughfares in
the State of Maine.

Resolve, authorizing the treasurer of
State to reissue matured State high-
way bonds.

Resolve, in favor of Ernest IE. Graf-
fam of Poland.

Resolve, for laying the county taxes
for the year nineteen hundred eighteen.

Resolve, reimbursing the town of
Presque Isle for money expended on
account of a certain pauper.

Resolve for the payment of expenses
of last sickness and burial of Allan
Shenneck, formerly a private, Company
I, Maine Infantry, N. G. S. M.

Resolve in favor of the University
of Maine for maintenance and for the
construction of new buildings.

Resolve in favor. of the Trull Hos-
pital Aid Association for the care, sup-
port, medical or surgical treatment of
indigent persons.

Resolve, appropriating money for the
protection of trees and shrubs from
the ravages of dangerous insects and
diseases.

This resolve carrying an emergency
clause required a two-thirds vote of
the Senators elected.

A rising vote was had and 27 Sena-
tors voting in the affirmative and none
opposed the resolve was finally passed.

Orders of the Day

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, I move that we reconsider the
vote whereby we passed to be engross-
cd An Act establishing a superior court
in Androscoggin county.

My only reason for doing this, I will
say, so that there will be no uneasi-
ness on the part of the Senator from
Androscoggin, it provides for the ste-
nographer being paid by the State. T
am informed by the stenographers of
“ennebec county and Cumberland coun-
ty that they are paid by the county.
'nd I think the practise ought to be
uniform.

The motion was agreed to and the
vote was reconsidered.

On further motion by the same Sen-
ator the bill r-as tabled.
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Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr.
President, I desire to offer a resolu-
tion and after it is read I move that
it lie on the table.

Resolve in favor of the appointment
of a hydro-electric power investigating
committee.

(The resolve was read by the Presi-
dent and tabled for printing.)

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. President,
I move to take from the table S. D. 203,
An Act to amend Section 10 of Chapter
17 of the Revised Statutes, relating to

stenographers of the supreme judicial
court.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. WOOD: I desire to offer an
amendment, and I move that the vote
whereby this bill was passed to be

. enacted be reconsidered.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will in-
form the senator from Hancock that we
have already reconsidered the vote where-
by this bill was passed to be enacted.

Mr. WOOD: Mr. President, T move that
we reconsider the vote whereby this bill
was passed to be engrossed.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. WOOD: I now offer Senate Amend-
ment A to 8. D. 205, and move its adon-
tion.

Senate Amendment A to S. D. 2.

Amend Senate Document 205 by sirik-
ing out the words ‘“two thousand’ wher-
ever the same appear, and ingert in lieu
thereof the words ‘‘eighteen hundred.”

The amendment was adopted and the
bill as amended was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Davies of Cumber-
land, S. D. 3%, An Act to prohibit the
carrying of dangerous or deadly weapons
without a license, was taken from the
table.

The same senator then offered Senate
Amendment A: Amend S. D. 399 by strik-
ing out in the second section the words
‘“whose business or occupation requires
the carrying of such weapons for protec-
tion.” And also the same in the eighth
line.
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The amendment was adopted and the
bill as amended was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Lord of York, H. D.
172, An Act to incorporate the Saint Croix
Water Company, was taken from the ta-
ble.

Mr. LORD: Mr.
Senator Marshall.

President, I yield to

Mr. MARSHALL of Cumberland: Mr.
President, 1 offer Senate Amendment A
and move its adoption.

Senate Amendment A to H. D. 172

Amend by adding thereto the following
section: Nothing herein contained is in-
tended to repeal or shall be construel
as repealing the whole or any part of an
existing statute, and all the rights and
duties herein mentioned shall be exer-
cised and performed in accordance witn
all the applicable provisions of Chapter
55 of the Revised Statutes.

The amendment was adopted and the
bill as amended was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Penob-
scot, H. D. 679, Resolve continuing un-
expended balance of appropriation pro-
vided by Chapter 321 of the Resolves
of 1915, entitled “Resolve in favor of
aid in the construction of a highway
hridge across the St. John river be-
tween Fort Kent, Maine, and 8St.
Francis, New Brunswick.”

On further motion by the same sen-
ator the bill was given its second read-
ing.

The pending question was now on the
adoption of Hovse Amendment A in
concurrence.

House Amendment A: Amend by
striking out in the third line thereof
the word “hundred” and substituting
therefor the word “thousand,” was
adopted in concurrence, and the bill as
amended wasz passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr, Marshall of Cum-
berland, majority and minority reports
of the cominittee on legal affairs on
An Act to amend Section 16 of Chapter
84 of the Revised Statutes of 19186,
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relative to the tenure of office of coun-
ty attorney.

On further motion by the same sen-

ator, the majority report, ought to
pass, was accepted, and the bill was
tabled for printing under the joint

rules.

On motion by Mr. Boynton of Lin-
coln, H. D. 520, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 76 of Chapter 45 of the Revised
Statutes relating to smelts, was taken
from the table. :

On further motion by the same sen-
ator the vote was reconsidered where-
by this bill was passed to be engross-
ed.

The same senator then offered Sen-
ate Amendment A; “Amend H. D. 520
by striking out the words ‘Merrill’s
ledges’ in the 12th line thereof, and
insert in place thereof ‘Spectacle Is-
land.' ”

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Penob-
scot, pending acceptance of Senate
Amendment A, tabled.

Assigned for Today

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays
before the Senate, H. D. 457, An Act
ratifying and confirming the action of
the Knox Gas & Electric Co. in ac-
quiring the ecapital stock, franchises,
property and rights of the Rockland &
Thomaston Gas Light Co., the Cam-
den & Rockport Electric Light Co. and
the Thomaston & Warren Electric
Light Power Co.

The pending question being adoption
of House Amendment A.

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr. Presi-
dent and Senators, I tabled this act,
which carried with it House amendment
A, in order that we might have a full
discussion of this whole question and de-
cide once and for all whether the Senate
will stand for these amendments or not.
I think that we should fully consider the
matter before deciding that question.
There is tabled also, an act to enlarge the
powers of the Western Maine Power
Company, and there are several other
acts of similar nature on ine calendar re-
lating to hydro-electric power companies,
with this House amendment A upon
them. We should not decide this piece-
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meal, but having once given our devision
we should decide all the amendments in
the same Way.

This amendment forbids companies from
transmitting electric current out of the
State of Majne, and also forbids them
from combining with other companies to
do ‘that,—to transmit current. The
amendment is the same as applied to all
these different charters.

To start out with, we will all agree that
this is a very important question to the
people of the State. This morning the
senator from Cumberland, Senator Da-
vies, introduced a resolve for a legisla-
tive committee to investigate this whole
question, and there is now pending before
the legislature an act to give this power
to the Public Utilities Commission. There
is also an act pending to create a sep-
arate commission to study this question.
I believe that before we change our pol-
icy we should have the facts fully in-
vestigated, and we should also know
more than we do now about our rights,
and that until that investigation has been
made, it is the safe thing for us now to
stand behind the policy of not having
this current transmitted outgside of the
State.

But it is said we already ave a gen-
eral law which covers this whole ques-
tion and why is it necessary to add any
amendments to any of the charters whicia
‘have been presented to the legislature for
certain changes. In what little discussion
we have had here in the Senate, it has
been said we have a general law and
that there is no need of any further
amendments, that they simply lumber up
the charters of these various corpora-
tions.

If it were true that this general law
does cover the situation—and at first T
was inclined to believe that that was so,
that there was no need for these amend-
ments because of the general law—if it
were true that the general law does
cover the situation, of course there would
be no need of having these amendments.

In order to be exact, I wish to reac
the general law which was passed in 1409
Chapter 60 of the Revised Statutes, so
that we may have the matter clearly be-
fore us. The section reads as follows:
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“No corporation, unless expressly au-
thorized so to do by special act of the
legislature, shall transmit or convey be-
yond the confines of the State for the
purpose of furnishing power, heat or
light, any electric current generate:dl
directly or indirectly by any waier power
in this State; nor sell or furnish, directly
or indirectly, to any person, firm or cor-
poration, any electric current so gen-
erated to be transmitted or conveyed be-
yvond the confines of the State for any
of such purposes. Nothing in this sectlon,
however, shall prevent any railroad cor-
poration doing business in this State from
transmitting electrie 'current, however
generated, beyond the confines of the
State for the purpose of operating its
road between some point in this State
and any point or points beyond its con-
fines; nor shall this section apply to any
corporation engaged on the third day of
July, one thousand nine hundred and
nine in conveying or transmitting electric
current beyond the confines of the State,
or chartered or’—and I wish to empha-
size the words—“empowered so to do,
nor affect or impair any contracts then
existing for the transmission of electric
current beyond the confines of the State.”

From the operation of this general act
you will see was excepted certain cor-
porations chartered or empowered to
transmit electric current beyond the con-
fines of the State.
act excepts all corporations which at
the time of its passage in 1903 were em-
powered to transmit electric current out-
side of the State.

Turning back to Chapter 51, and re-
ferring to Section 52, we find that ‘any
corporation of this State may conduct

business in other states, territorles or
possessions of the United States, or in
foreign countries”; that is, that is the

general law of the State.—The Senator
from Penobscot wishes information as
to the date of passage. I will say that
this law was passed in 1901. That is sim-
ply a general power given to every cor-
poration to do business outside of the
State. Every corporation probably would
have had that power any way, whether
this has been passed or not. This gen-
eral power is given in specific terms out

That is, this general
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DA
an abundance of caution, to maké
sure that the corporations have that
power, so as to induce corporations to
come in here, to make it clear under our
laws that if they organize in the State
of Maine they will have the general pow-
er to engage in interstate commerce.

of

So I say, construing the section which
gives all corporations the power to en-
gage in interstate commerce, construing
it with reference to the exception made
in the law of 1909, I think it is clear that
this law only applies to corporations
which came subsequent to the passage
of the law in 1909. In other words the
general law does not cover the corpora-
tions which were organized prior to the
year 1909,

FFurther than that, the whole ques-
tion as to the constitutionality of this
law of 1909 has been raised and freely
discussed. I do not intend at this time
to go into any argument as to the con-
stitutionality of this law. I will sim-
ply throw out a few suggcestions. The
court has decided that in the case of
natural gas a state has no power to
say that it shall not be transmitted
outside ot the State. On the other
hand, in the case of wild animals, the
supreme court has said that the State
kas the power to limit the shipment of
wild animals outside of the limits of
the State, and it has put that upon the
ground that there is public ownership
in the animals and that every one has
a right to hunt and reduce them to
possession, and as the State can put a
close time upon the hunting of game to
conserve game, it can limit the ship-
ment outside of the State. That is
based upon the public right, the public
ownership in wild animals.

As to water powers, in the very
learned opinion which has been read
into our record at this session, which
was given by ex-Chief Justice Emery,
in taking up the general question of
water powers, he says that the only
public right up and down these rivers
is the right of passage of persons and
material and the right for the passage
of migratory fish, and that at common
law, without any statute whatever, a
riparian owner has a perfect right to
erect a dam upon his property on the
Lank of a stream and reduce the water
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to powcer, generaie power from the
water, so long as there is no interfer-
ence with the general public right. If
the riparian owner generates the power,
does he not then reduce it to posses-
sion? and is it not analogous to the
case of natural gas which has heen
taken out of the ground? This ques-
tion of course will only be decided
upon the court of last resort, it has not
heen paszzed upon as yet.

1t may be =aid, if that is so, what is
the usc of putting upon the charter of
a corporvation an amendment? Would
that be of any effect? I think the
point of the whole question is here,
thiat this amendment, if put on to the
charter ¢f a corporation, would be ef-
tfective hecauge the State has absolute
power over its corporations and can
endow the corporation with such pow-
ers as the State may choose, and may
limit those powcers. With your per-
mission I will read a brief paragraph
from the decision of the United States
Supreme Court in the case of Walter
Pierce 0Oil Company v. Texas, which is
reparted in Vol. 177 of the TUnited
States reports page 43: ‘“The corpora-

tion is the creature of the law and
none of its powers are original. They
are precisely what the incorporating

act has made them and can only be
exerted in the manner in which that
act au horizes. In other words, the
State prescribes the purposes of a
corporation, and the means of exccut-
ing those purposes—purposes and
meuns are within the State’s control.
“his is true as to domestic corpora-
tiong. It has an even broader applica~
‘ion td forecign corporations.” That is,
L state can without any question ex-
slude absolutely a foreign corporation
from doing busincss in the state, and it
may do it for reason or no reason, but
it has that absolute power. It cannot
do that as to an individual, because
the individual is protected under the
federal law and has the absolute right
of engaging in interstate commerce.
But as to a corporation it is clearly
settled that a state can forbid a for-
eign corporation from coming into the
state, and it seems equally clear that
a state may say to its own corpora-
tions, its own creatures, You shall not
transmit this current outside of the
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state. It has already been held that if
a foreign corporation has once become
engaged in interstate commerce, that
after that the state has no power
whatever to say that it cannot con-
tinue. That question arose in an Ok-
lahoma case where a foreign corpora-
tion had come into the state and es-
tablished its pipe lines, conveying out-
side of the statc natural gas, and the
state of Oklahoma passed a law to ex-
clude that corporation. The supreme
court decided that having once bhe-
come eungaged in interstate commerce,
that the state had no power whatever
to exclude the corporation, although it
might have excluded it as an original
proposgition before it once established
its line.

It seems to me that applies to a do-
mestic corporation, that the state has
the power to say to them, through
these amendments to their charters,
You shall not engage in interstate
commerce in transmitting this electric
power outside of the state. But
should the corporation once establish
physical conncction and once com-
mence transmitting this power outside
of the state, then I do not believe that
there is anything that our Legislature
could do to stop it, so that if this gen-
eral act is declared unconstitutional
there is nothing to prevent these com-
panies from transmitting current out-
side the State, unless we put on these
amendments. 1If then we believe in
this policy of keeping the power in-
side ot the State for the development
of the State and for the devclopment
of industries in the State—that the
only way that we can be sure of its
continuance is through amendments of
the various charters of these com-
panies.

I this is not done and the act is de-
clared unconstitutional, it puts it ab-
solutely heyond the power of the State
thereafter to control. It comes down
to a question of whether we believe
this policy is a wise policy or not. If
we do, I believe that these amend-
ments are necessary to carry it out.
Of course if we do not believe in the
policy, why we do not believe in the
amendments or the general law eith-
cr.

But vuntil the matter has been thor-
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oughly investigated and the State has
acted upon it, I believe that we should
stick to our present policy, and that in
doing that and to make it effective we
should pass these amendments which
have heen offered and adopted in the
House,

As this is a very important question,
Mr. President, I ask that when the vote
is taken that it be taken by a vea and
nay vote,.

Mr. DEERING of York: Mr. President,
I have listened with a great deal of in-
terest in the discussion before this legis-
lature of the various acts which propose
to affect the charters of the various com-
panies who have come here for
amendments.

asking

We had before the committee of which
I had the honor to be a member, a great
many bills which dealt with this and
similar subjects. The first bill we had

was the Baxter Power Commission bill,
which appropriated about $5¢0¢ to dis-
covering how much the State owned,

what its title was to the different water
powers and water storages,
provided for the measurement of it.
Gentlemen, anybody that would attempt
to put in any bill that would propcse to
investigate the titles to ths water powers
of the State and appropriate the sum of
$5000 to my mind does not understand the
extent to which that work would go. [f
any lawyer in the State of Maine would
say he would accept $5000 for the purpose
of investigating the titles of these vari-
ous water powers, he would not be a fit
lawyer to employ.

The next thing we had was the Dutton
bill, and then anotiher Baxter bill, and
then a water power commission bill, a
resolution from another member of the
House resurrecting the Baxter bill, a reso-

and also

lution from the Senate this morning
creating one of those peculiar things
known as a non-partisan and unpaid

commission.

Mr. DAVIES of Cumbeland: Mr. Presi-
dent, may I interrupt just a minute. T
am inclined to think that the Senator
from York did not hear the resolution
read. There was nothing about parti-
sanship.
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Mr. DEERING: The word ‘“non-parti-
san” may be stricken from the record.

Now I am going to assume that these
gentlemen who have proposed the various
bills before the judiciary and other com-
mittees intended to bring about the same
condition of affairs which the people who
are opposing those wvarious bills intend
to bring about. Time and time again,
not only in the judiciary committee room,
but everywhere about the corridors of
this State House, has the question been
asked of the propcnents of these varicus
measures, What do you propose to accom-

plish? and never has a direct answer
come from those men.
That 1is the one question that con-

fronts us, gentlemen,—what in the worlad
does the Baxter amendment proposc to
accomplish, o1 what do all these varicus
commissions propose lo  accomplish?
There are only two things that they can
accomplish,—or only one thing that they
can accomplish, in two ways. The one
thing that we want to accomplish and
the only thing which we ought to strive
to accomplish is the good of the whole
people of the State of Maine. Now I ask
the distinguished gentleman from Cum-
berland county, or any other person that
is behind the Baxter amendment, can he
give me a sound reason in any way,
shape or manner? Is that policy that
he proposes for the good of the people of
the State of Maine? and can he show
me why?

vet heard that it was any-
an idea or a notion that
have that their idea is the
should adopt without a rea-
son because they say it is for the good
of the State of Maine. Gentlemen, when
they can show me that it is for the good
of the State of Maine to adont the Baxter
amendment, I am the very one to be first
to adopt that amendment. But until T
have some reason, gentlemen, I am not
going to stand by it unless it is modified
in some form.

Now there is only one thing that can
be accomplished. There are two ways to
accomplish it, and not a man who pro-
poses that amendment dares to show but
the two wayvs. The two ways are these:
Either the State should take away all the

I have not
thing except
some Deople
ohe that we
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water powers and own them for the good
of the people, or the State should pass
some laws to allow those gentlemen who
have developed these water powers and
put their money into them and taken
their chances, to develop them,—allow
them to go ahead and develop the water
powers for the good of the people of the
State of Maine.

In 1609 a general law was passed pro-
hibiting the transmission outside the
State of Maine, with some exceptions, by
companies organized here and where the
electricity was generated here. That was
about eight years ago. 1 want to know if
anybedy in this Senate has heard of any
company organized and doing business
in the State of Maine ever attempting
to violate the provisions of that law?
‘Why therefore, this amendment which
proposes to attach a special law upon a
private charter, dictated by the fear that
companies were going to send electricity
out of Maine, or was it dictated for some
other motive? It has been hinted that
the great lobbyists and the great men
who come here to look out for the inter-
ests of their companies are standing
round the corridors of the State Houre
and are opposing all these various water
power commissions. It is said by some
that they are here opposing these things
because the Baxter amendment has got
something in it, and the members of the
House of Representatives are voting sim-
ply on that principle of fear. And then
the newspapers in the State say they do
not expect the Senate to do anvthing
about it because the Senate is composed
of lots of corporation lawyers.

This first proposition that the State
shovld take over the water nowers and
use them for itself. There is a great
idea that is hroadcast over the State of
Maine—1 dc¢ not know where it orie-
irntes— T dn not know who spreads this
idea—hbut that idea is that the people
own the water rowers of the State.
Gentlemen. no man in the legal pro-
feazion helieves anv sneh idea, T wigh
tn read to vou from the oninion of ex-
Chief Justice Fmerv, o that this Sen-
ate at least mav know that that idea
je false. Spealkine in recard to wnfer
nowers, he save: “Among these richts
is that to use the water in reasonabla
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degree for domestic and agricultural
purposes, and also the right to make
use of the momentum of the water. If,
in flowing thrcugh his land the water
suddenly or rapidly falls naturally to a
lower level, such falling water is po-
tential of mechanical power and con-
stitutes what is callea a ‘water power’
and that power is an integral part of
his estate. He and he alone nas the
right to use that power, and he has the
construct such appliances,
dams or other structures, as may be
necessary to vtilize that power and
male it serviceable for propelling ma-
chinery and for other uses. Since to
utilize the power there must be some
detention of the water to raise a su-
flicient head he can so detain it, but of
course only for a time reasonable under
ali the circumstances.”

And that is the right a man has in
the water power, after the public right
of floatage and fishing purposes has
been accomplished.

Teo go further, so that the Senate
may be informed and not get an idea
from any labor union, or any grange,
or any system of newspapers, of the
general impression that is going ahout
the State of Maine that the people own
the water powers: “The incident aues-
tion embodied in the request may be in
other words correctly stated thus: Can
the legislature authorize the riparian
owner’s water powers to be taken from
him uander the law of eminent domain
for the purpose of furnishine hydraulie
or electric power to factories or other
private industrial plants? T think this
ouestion has been answered authoritat-
fvely and decisively in the negative hv
anr court in RBrown vs. Gerald, 100
Maine, 231. Tn that case the legislature
had acsnimed to authorize the defend-
ant urnder the law of eminent domain
to take land nnon which 1o erect sand
maintain  noles and  wires for the
tranemissinn of an electrie current to
A customer for use bv him as nower
for the manufacture of nulp and na-

rer. The nlaintiff coneht to enioin the
defendant from taking his land for
that ovurnoce. The auection whether

the attemnted taking waq for a ‘onhlic
1ee’ in the constituntional cenge of theot
term, wag direetlv presented and met.
After full argument by able counsel the
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court, in an elaborate, comprehensive
and exhaustive opinion prepared by our
present Chief Justice Savage, decided
that the attempted taking was not for
a ‘public use.” ”

Now having disposed of the fact of
ihe ownership of the water powers,
and having read to you the law to
prove that ocur State does not deny that
they belong to the people, then the
question is, does anybody seriously
contend that the conclusion of all this
agitation is that the State is going to
take the water powers and run them
and sell electricity. I want to know if
that is the object to be accomplished
after all this various splashing around
amongst methods for handling the
water power are consummated.

The second part of the proposition is
whether or not the State should pass
some laws which would encourage the
people who have put their money into
the various water powers of the State
to proceed further to develop water
powers for the good of the State of
Maine? I represent absolutely no
water power company, or water stor-
age basin or anything eise. I have nev-
er, either directly or indirectly, been
employed by any of them. So I ecan
speak just as T want te about this and
they can say what they please about it.

I wish to r=2ad to you from the editor-
ial article of the Portland Press of two
yvears ago, when it was proposed that
a statute should be passed to let elec-
tricity go out of the State under cer-
tain restrictions. The Portland Press
for some reasomn or other has changed

its ideas since two vears ago. But
this is what it said two years ago:
“Maine has no stable policy with re-

lation to the development of its water
power development, and has practical-
of every proposed proiect for water
power development, and has practical-
Iy taken the mpoesition that whoever
underiakes to develop water power in
this State does so at his own rigk and
with the liability of having his invest-
ment made valueless by  unfriendlv
levislation. The attitude of the State
has heen such that it has discouraeed.
rather than encouraged, the develap-
ment of one of its great resources. The
existing law prohihits the transmission
of power develeped in Maine hevond
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the borders of the State. There is not
enough demand in Maine for additional
power to warrant its being fully de-
veloped with any hope of the investors
in such projects realizing anything up-
on the money they would have to risk.
The result is that thousands of horse
power are running to waste in Maine
every day and until the policy of the
State is changed, it will continue to
run to waste for a long time to come.”
I am reading that editorial article, but
bear in mind, gertlemen, I am not ad-
vocating the premiscuous transmission
of power ontside the State of Maine.
Not at all.

Still, it is estimated that there are
500,000 horse power of water going to
waste over our dams in the State of
Maine today. At one time the State
of Maine was a large forest. We did
not have any laws then to prohibit
sending lumber outside the $State of
Maine. I suppose if that lumber had
all stayed in the State of Maine it
would have been here today for the
public gcod. But ncbody prevented
that going out of the Siate of Maine.
Nobkody today asks to have the sur-
plus of any commodity kept in the
State of Maine for the use of its peo-
ple, except this one commeodity which
very few understand. What about the
potatoes, the lumber, the paper that
we make here? TPerhaps the mineral
water or the drinking water? Do we
want to make a law to keep those
things in the State of Maine whether
we have enough, or not enough? 1T
say to yveun that perhaps it might be
that under some restrictions the sur-
plus of electricity could go out of the
State of Maine without hurting the
good of the people as well as the lum-
ber has gone out of the State of Maine
and all the other commodities which
Maine hasg been so generous with.

It may be said that there is a dis-
tinction between electricity and lumber
and some other things, bhecause elec-
tricity is used for quasi-public pur-
poses. It may he so. But that quasi-
public purpnose has nothing to do with
the basic aguestion in this case. The
basic guestion is, What can the state
do for the gnod of the people of the
state? Tt might be possible that the
good of the state of Maine should de-
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mand that this lumber be left here.
Suppose, for instance, some particular
thing should happen which would en-
courage Pennsylvania to pass a law to
keep all the coal inside of its borders.
I do not think the State of Maine would
be worrying much about electric pow-
er in a few weeks, not if it was win-
ter time. Why, the state of Maine
would freeze to death in two weeks
if Pennsylvania should pass any such
law that they would keep all their
coal in their state whether it was sur-
plus or not. I presume the state of
Pennsylvania, if it could sece the end
of its coal, would say, We will keep
the rest of the coal here for our own
use. But as long as it has a surplus,
it sends the surplus to those people
who are willing to buy it. Supposing
for instance, that New Brunswick, up
near where my friend, Senator Fulton,
lives—should pass a law prohibiting
the transmission of electricity outside
of the borders of New Brunswick,
there would not be a bit of power for
electrical - purposes in the Aroostook
valley. To show you how promiscu-
ously the Baxter amendment has heen
affixed to certain Dbills. TUpon the
Gould Tlectric Company this amend-
ment was put, when the Gould FElec-

tric Company manufacturers all its
electricity in Canada; and also on
the Grand TIsle Illectric Company,

which manufactures all its electricity
in Canada, the Baxter amendment was
put twice.

Gentlemen, T just wish to =say a
word about perhaps the industrial sit-
uation in the State of Maine. Coming
to the State of Maine for the Iast
fifteen or tyenty vyears has hcen the
greatest industrv that the State has.
I refer to the great pulp and paper in-
terests of the State. There is no more
land in large quantities that anv
pulp and paper comnany ean get. The
Hollingsworth & Whitney, the Tnter-
national. the Great Northern, and the
St. Croix Tulp & Paner Company. own
all the limber in the State of Maine
for the support of a large industry.
There is no other company that can
come here and get anyv hecause there
is no other land in the State of Maine
that contains enough spruce to sup-
port a large paper mill, or a paper
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mill that can be run economically.
They came here and they harnessed
the water powers for the purpose of
running the paper mills. But they
would not have come here and har-
nessed the water powers to run their
paper mills if the spruce had not been
here. TFortunately those two things
were together. The people that were
going to make paper did not come here
for the electricity, they came here for
for the spruce, and that is all

Gentlemen, when the time comes to
develop the wvast hardwood resources
of our country, it is simply a question
then not of water power, water stor-
age and electricity; it is a question
then of labor and freight rates, and
anybody that does any business inside
of the State of Maine in such things
knows that a man coming here for
the purpose of utilizing our great hard-
wood forests, the first question that
the man asks of anybody in charge,
How about the labor questions? and
how about freight rates from here to
Boston, Baltimore and Philadelphia?
Sverybody who has done any business
at all knows that. And they are not
gcing to ask in the flrst place, What
about your hydro-electric company?
I will not refer at length to these mat-
ters because I desire to finish what I
have to say in regard to these parti-
cular cases and let us go on about
our husiness. Tt would take more time
than the Scnate would want to listen
to hear ail I have to upon this
suhject.

I propose now to take up one particular
thing that the gentleman from Cumber-
land has discussed and that is the Baxter
amendment as applicable to these par-
ticular charters. They =ay that if the
general law is unconstitutional, and we
do not want electricity to go outside the
State of Maine, what harm does the
Baxter amendment do? Well, gentlemen,
they passed a general law in this State
some yvears ago against larceny and set-
ting fires and murdering and all that sort
of thing, and that applies to all the pecple
of the State of Maine just the same as
the general law applies to all the water
power companies. They have not passed
any laws against larceny and killing an-
plicable to any certain man yet. Gentle-

say
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men, you propose to put an amendment
upon a charter of a corporation applica-
ble to it and it alone. 1 wonder if peo-
ple who finance those companies are not
going to say: You have a general law
in the State of Maine wnich prohibits the
exportation of electricity outside of the
State. Why is it that the legislature ot
Maine have fastened upon your charter
a special law to prohibit you and you
alone from going outside the State? The
State of Maine gave these charters to
the various companies who asked for
them, and when they gave them those
charters, that charter constituted a con-
tract between the State and the Com-
pany, and that contract was takem out
and shown to people who proposed te
underwrite the stocks and bonds, and
upon the sight of that contract and its
conditions money was brought into the
State of Maine for the purpose of financ-
ing that particular company. Now after
the money has been brought here and ex-
pended in one way for the purposes of de-
veloping these companies, with one idea
of what their conditions and restric-
tions are, and you go to work and change
the conditions that existed at the time
that the money was put in, the people
outside the State are going to say, 1
can’t go into Maine and do any business
because I don’t know what freak notion
the legislature is going to take in regard
to fixing the charters at some future day;
putting my money into an enterprise
which we fully understood at the time,
but which is so changed now that I
would not have put my money into it if
I had known what was going to happen.

I am placed and all the opponents of
the Baxter amendment are placed in a
very anomalous position. Private par-
ties have come to the legislature and
fastened wupon private companies an
amendment of this nature which is per-
fectly distasteful to them, some of them.
The Gould Electric Company say, We
want our charter even with the Baxter
amendment. For heaven’s sake, gentle-
men, do not kill our charter by fighting
between the Senate and the House about
that because we have spent some monev
and have got to have it. The Clark
Power Company say, We have spent
money and we have entered into obliga-
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tions to carry the power from Clarks
mills and Union Falls to Biddeford and
we can’t go back on those obligations,
and rather than lose our charter and be
subjected to the annoyance and loss ot
money that we will be subjected to if
that charter is killed we must accept the
amendment that is put on there. And
various other companies the same way.
I do not propose to stand between the
granting to these particular companies
of the rights they want because I have
no interest at stake. But I do desire
that all companies in the State of Maine
that deal in any way in water powers or

water storage, shall, when this legisla-
ture finishes, be on exactly the same
basis. We do not want it said that in

case of the Oxford Electric Company,
which came in here to buy a mile and a
half of poles and wires that belongs to
Hebron Academy or something like that,
that they had this amendment tacked on
to them, and some other company that
did not come here for anything did not
have an amendment tacked on to them.
1 say gentlemen, that if we are going to
be consistent in this matter, when this
legislature finishes we ought to see that
every single power company in the State
of Maine stands on the same basis, either
with or without a Baxter amendment.
Those that do not come here the State
can do nothing to. Those that do
come here the State can do some-
thing to by putting this Baxter amend-
ment on. In order, gentlemen, to
have all companies, whether they
have come here or not, upon the same
basis and to allow those that are coming
to receive their charters and be on the
same basis after they receive them with
the Baxter amendment as those who
have not come here are, I have prepared
the following amendment, which I call
Senate amendment A to H. D. No. 457,
which is the Knox Gas & Electric Com-
pany: Amend by adding to House
amendment A the following words:
Provided that whenever it shall be law-
ful for others similar corporations not
now transmitting electricity for sale or
use beyond the limits of the State to en-
gage in said business, the above restric-
tions shall not be binding upon this cor-
poration. That amendment — Senate
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Amendment A—puts all the companies of
all descriptions, which deal in similar
business, exactly upon the same footing.
‘We pass no law to let any electricity go
out of the State, we perhaps are not
ready to do so, even the surplus electrici-
ty, but when we pass Senate amena-
ment A upon the Baxter amendment we
then place all companies, whether they
have been to the legislature or not, up-
on the same basis, and that is where we
contend they ought to be.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will call
upon the senator from Androscoggin,
Senator Googin; to preside.

(Senator Googin in the Chair.)

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot:
President and fellow Senators: The
question under advisement has been
s0 learnedly and ably discussced by the
distinguished senator who has just
taken his seat, that I assure you I will
not unnecessarily trespass upon your
time. But I do believe that one of the
most important questions that has
been under advisement in the legisla-
ture of Maine from 1820 down to the
present moment of time is now under
advisement.

What I propose to do is to very
briefly put myselt here upon the record,
realizing that when I do so, that I
submit the opinion which I give and
the law which I statc to the criticism

Mr.

of the distinguished lawyers in this
body and the distinguished lawyers
throughout the State of Maine, and

very briefly and very concisely get at
the same result by a different process.
There is now upon the statute books
nf the State, placed upon your statute
books in 1909, a general law which pro-
hibits the transferring of electrical
current "and power outside of the
boundaries of your State. Now then
up to the present moment of time
since that was put upon your statute
books, it has not been violated.
Furthermore there is another fact,
and all law depends upon facts. A
distinguished justice of a great court
said that any fool could find a law be-
cause it was written in the books, but
that it took a real lawyer to find the
facts which fitted the law. What we
want first is the facts, and then we will
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see about what this law is. The facts
are that every single corporation in

the State of Maine that had this charter
and had the power to transfer electric-
ity outside of your State up to 1909
has not got attached to it the Baxter
amendment. So that lawyers and civil-
ians alike are agrced to that. I stake
my reputation, whatever it is worth,
iittle or much, as a lawyer, that the
Baxter resolution does not amount to a
pinch of snuff if the general statute is
unconstitutional.

Now I will come to the proposition
of law. It is true, my fellow senators,
that this general law has not been yet
tested by the supreme court to find out
whether it is constitutional or uncon-
stitutional. But is there any lawyer
anywhere who woupld claim that
if the supreme court of the State
of Maine said that that law was
unconstitutional, that the Baxter
amendment would then be of any
value, who would give the mat-
ter careful consideration? I state as
a proposition of law that if the general
law upon your statute books is uncon-
stitutional bccause it prohibits cor-
porations from transferring electricity
beyond the borders of your State, that
when that is thus declared, that the
Baxter amendment attached to these
other corporations falls to the ground
as being unconstitutional and void.
Does anyv lawyer doubt that proposi-
tion? They say that is a contract
with the State. But when the State
mahces a void contract, that part of it
that is void is of no value. So that
you are junbering up, if that is the
law-—and I stake my reputation on it,
and I challenge any iawyer in Maine to
find a case to the contrary, or in the
Unitea States to find a case to the con-
trary; that if the general law—let me
repeat it—which prohibits companies
from transferring electrical power be-
yond the borders of your State is un-
constitutional, then it follows as the
night the day, that the Baxter amend-
ment is also unconstitutional, for it is
attempting to do the same thing.
Therefore while all lawyers admit, and

while everybody knows because it is
elementary law, and also common
sense, that when you get a charter

from the legislature you enter into a
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contract with the State of Maine, they
sy as a matter of law that if then the
general law is unconstitutional that
the special attachment or amendment
will be held constitutional. I say, not-
withstanding any decisions which split
kairs, that can’t be so. Because then
every other single corporation in the
State of Maine, organized for the same
purposes, doing the same business, up
to 1909, that has not got this attached
to it, can send out of the State all the
electricity it wants to and it is un-
constitutional to attempt to touch or to
retard them or stop them from so do-
ra.

Nom I am coming to the facts
which the law depends,
ing the decisions which split hairs. Do
you believe that the people of the
State of Maine have the power to take
away the vested interests which have
vested under a void contract in good
faith. One of the distinguished sena-
tors has stated that the State controls.
The State does control when it does
not do anyvthing that is in conflict with
the constitution of the United States,
and the constitution of the TUnited
States says that you can’t confiscate
private property without compensa-
tion.

What am I getting at? Take all of the

on
notwithstand-

corporations, if you please, to which
the DBaxter amendment is attached,
and under them there is invested

millions of dollars, and when the gen-
eral law is declared unconstitutional
do you suppose that that vacates those
charters? Do you suppose that fakes
away those vested rights that cost those
people millions of dollars, my fellow
scnators, because that one part of it is
void and unceonstitutional? Do you
suppose that the people who have in-
vested millions and millions of dollars
under the charter to which this amend-
ment is attached are going to be
stopped from transferring power out-
side and competing with the others? I

do not believe it. T do mnot believe
a court will gay so. I do not
believe—I am hnhow talking about

the law of the State of Maine—I be-
lieve that the general law, if it is con-
slitutional then there is no need of the
Baxter amendment, to make myself
plain—everybody will admit that. Will
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any lawyer argue to the distinguished
nmiempers of this body that if the gen-
eral law is constitutional that there is
any necessity of attaching this to
these charters? If he does, for what
purpose is he trying to get people to
invest their money under this kind of
charters, so that every other corpora-
tion in the State of Maine—and I am
coming to that—who have never had it
attached to their charter, will have a
greater power and a greater right?

My. fellow senators, I am almost
done. Here is the proposition that is
put up to you under the law. If the
general law is constitutional, does it
not apply to every single corporation
in the State of Maine? The answer
must pe yes, it applies to them all. If
it is unconstitutional and if they can
split hairs and say that because you
have attached this amendment to the
charter of these other corporations,
that they can still keep them from
sending it outside of the State, do we
as a legislative body want to put that
handicap upon these corporations?

One moment more and I am done.
The corporations in the State, and
very many of them representing mil-
lions of dollars, doing business in your
State subject to the general law, have
not got this wart or bunion upon the
statute book that called them into ex-
istence. And because they did not
Lkave the bankers from outside of the
State of Maine invested their money
in them. If they fear that the general
law is unconstitutional and they want
to circumscribe the ones that come in
for amendment and the ones who have
not got that advantage, you are now
saying to men who are coming to in-
vest their money for the development
of the State of Maine, you are going to
say to them what? that they must
invest their money now in a new kind
of corporation, in a corporation that
has attached to it this amendment
which says that they cannot transfer
electricity, while in the same breath
yvou admit that some of the greatest
corporations in the State of Maine, that
do the same business, have not got it
attached at all. On general principles
and in a spirit of equity and fairness,
it ought not to be done.

One moment, and I am through.
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‘What has been the general policy of
the State of Maine from 1820 1o the
present minute of time? The general
policy of the State of Maine has been
to invite capital within its borders to
develop its water powers and its re-
sources, $0 that we in the county of
Penobscot and in the county of Piscat-
aquis and on our great waters up there
have had from thirty-five and in one
instance twenty-five million dollars of
foreign capitol which built up a town
of 6000 population, and harnessed one-
tenth of the entire water shed of the
State into a great gigantic commercial
business which transfers millions and
millions of dollars worth of property all
through your state. The elementary
principles of law as applicable to the
water powers of this State are so well
settled that no lawyer need state them.
In the celebrated case of Putnam vs,
White, drafted by the great Chief Jus-
tice of the State, John A. Peters,
adopted in Michigan, Wisconsin, Penn-
syvlvania, and every other State in the
Tnion, he states this: The mill owner
has and owns every single drop of
water behind his dam. subiject to the
natural flow of the river and the right
of passage for the public.”

I say to you, my fellow senators, do
not attach to these corporations that
come into your State, do not attach to
them this amendment which does not
place them in the position of other
peonle  doing business, who have
similar charters, in your State. It
ought net, in my judgment, as a matter
of policy, to be done.

With the distinguished Senator from
York, T wish to say this, T am not the
counsel for a single corporation in the
State of Maine that generates elec-
tricity or sends it out of the State. Any
man who doubts it, T will take him to
the books here in your Senate and show
him that in case after case T have heen
counsel and am counsel against them.
And T am not speaking on that line at
21l. T do not care anything about their
Tohhv. What T care ahout is to cet can-
italinto the State of Maine, and to get
canital into the State of Maine vou can-
rot malke one corporation eubiect to a
different law from what all the other
corporations are subject to. And,
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gentlemen, if we do it we are taking ¢
step backwards not forward, and we
are departing from the general policy
of the people of the State of Maine
from 1820 down to the present minute
of time, and we will learn that in my
judgment when it is too late.

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Pres-
ident, I got up as quick as I could,
for scmetimes, you know, after we
hear our daily duet, somebody ecalls
for the previous question. Sometimes
York plays first and sometimes Pe-
nobscot. And then they reverse it the
next day. I love their duet, and I
certainly know it takes some temerity
to follow the Master Orator of Penob-
scot. And I enjoy listening to the
quiet and gentle humor of the distin-
guished Senator from York, Senator
Deering. I enjoy it very much, but I
still adhere to my former proposition,
I am not going to be demoralized by
the artillery fire to the extent that I
cannot go on record.

Now my distinguished friend, Sen-
ator Gillin, has said that he wanted to
g0 on record. I am not going to
make a speech but I have some con-
stituents in Hancock county and 7 am
going to have it in the recora just
where T stand in this matter. T do
not need to go into the law for that
has been given you very fully and
exactly by my distinguished friend,
Senator Gillin, he expounded the law
and give it to you right, and you can
depend on it. I have the most high
admiration for his ability as a lawyer,
and his ability as a speaker, but there
seems to be a very tender and solic-
itious feeling for the corporation. If
this is not going to hurt anybody, if
the amendment does not mean any-
thing. why do you have a great army
of lobbyists around here?

Servator Gillin says he don’t care
anything about the lobby. T do not
care anvthing about the lobby. Many
of them are my best friends, but
T am going to promise them right now
that T shan’t vote for them or as they
wish me to. T wish there were more
of them, but T think we would give
them great relief if we made this a
general question, as the distinguished
Senator from Cumberland, Senator
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Holt, proposed, and then they could
all lobby on each one of us on genetal
laws, and they won't have to take up
their particular company with us. [
think that would relieve them, and
they could then concentrate their
forces on each one of us.

I am sort of a stubborn cuss, and
it won’t have much effect on me, but
it will give them a change to con-
centrate their forces, and hammer
away a little more or better,

I do not believe we should listen to
the lobby. They are good fellows,
and I am glad to hear them, and I
must plead guilty to having been in
the third house two or three times
myself,

‘While the law may be as it is ex-
pounded here, we down in Hancock
county are confronted by a most stub-
born fact, and until this matter has
been fully investigated under the wise
proposition of the distinguished Sen-
ator from Cumberland, Senator Dav-
ies, and until such time as electricity
is sold down in Bar Harbor for less
than 25 cents per kilowatt or for 100
kilowatt—I guess some of my lobbyists
friends will tell me if it is wrong,—
it is 25 cents for a certain number,
and until they sell it cheaper than 25
cents to non-residents and 15 cents
to the residents, when I hear them
talking and hinting around about
putting some kind of restriction on this
bill, that they will not transmit it
out of the State until reduced to five
cents to our native population, I think
we better let it be just where it is
now, and if we are not going to hurt
anybody I think we better put the
Baxter amendment on, I think it
would be better to pass a general law
that will apply to every corporation
and not necessarily have to tack this
“wart” or “bunion,” as the distinguish-
ed Senator has said, on each particular
bill. I do not know why if we can
tack it onto one bill why we cannot
in two days make a general law
which will say thus far and no far-
ther, from this time on, Mr. Corpor-
ation, if you expect to continue your
rights under the charter which the
State of Maine has granted you, you
cannot sell any electricity outside the
State. That will give our distin-
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guished friends in the third house a
cnance to operate on us at one time.
[ am heartuy in favor of making this
a general preoposition, to come under
the same general law, and with the
Baxter Amenument or some other in-
volving that principle, until we under-
stand this situation somewhat better.

Mr. BAILEY of DIP’enobscot: The
distinguished senator frem Hancock,
Senator Wood, has made a speech

which reminds me very much of the
speeches that I heard in 1909, that ill-
starred legislature which was nomi-
nally Republican but which was led
around by the nose by the Hon. W. R.
Pattangall. It happened to be my
good pleasure to be a member of the
third house in the legislature of 1909,
and at that time all we heard was
about the lobby, and against the cor-
porations, and in favor of the common
people. But somehow or other when
the common people came to vote in
1911, they did not appreciate the ef-
forts of the Republicans in their be-
half, and the Democratic party came
into power, Governor, Senate, House of
Representatives, and all the offices of
the state, the first time for twenty-
one years. In 1909 you passed a law
which has been troubled a little here
at this time.

A little while ago we had a long
debate in this Senate, what about?
The distribution of school funds. At
that time the grange and the city of
Portland entered into a partnership
to club the wild lands and get a little
money out of them, although the wild
lands offered to submit a constitutional
amendment so that they might be
taxed on a franchise tax and the
state would get more money out of
them than they are getting today. But
they would not listen to it. Why?
Playing the galleries to the people.
Wanted to do something for the peo-
ple.

At that time we elected from Bangor
one Democrat. He was of Hibernian de-
scent. He had spent all his life on the
rivers and in the woods and didn’t know
much about legislative matters. After he
had been here a couple of months he
went over to Bangor to on€ of the offices
on Exchange street. They said “Bill,
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what are they doing over to Augusta?”’
“Well,” he says, “the pubilec stencg-
raphers are all crowded drawing resolu-
tions on the State treasury.” I guess he
was pretty near right. You remember
when we got through there we hadn't ap-
propriated money by about §$400,000 to
meet our revenue. And he says, “Every
lawyer there is putting in these amend-
ments to amend the Constitution and con-

fuse the people and make business for
themselves.” And he says, “A good

many of the boys up there talk temper-
ance around the State House and look for
a drink at the Augusta House.” (Laugh-
ter).

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, may T in-
terrupt just a minute to inquire what
year that was?

Mr. BAILEY: 1503. And they askedq,
‘““Well,, what is the rest of the legisiature
doing, Bill?"” “Well,” he said, ‘““the rest cf
the legislature is trying to figure out
whether their salary will last and playing
piteir at night.”” And then he says, “Every
man who expects to be governor in the
next 10 years, or wants to go to Congress,
is introducing bills and making speeches
for the labor unions and for the common
yeople.”’

And out of that distinguished legi:la-
ture came this bill to prohibit the trans-
mission of electricity beyond the bounds
of the State. From that was the in-
ception of its birth. And from those sur-
roundings, knowing them as I do, and
from the arraignment which the repre-
sentative of my city gave to that legis-
lature, and from what happened to it, I
have never had very much respect for
that bill or most any other bill along
those lines which that legislature passed.

There are certain fundamental laws,
economic laws, which even a legislature
cannot change. One of these is the law
of supply and demand. Why do they
want to prohibit the transmission of
electricity beyond the bounds of the
State? The only reason I heard was be-
cause they say it will make it cheaper
in the State. Is that so? Here is the
distinguished senator from Washington,
Senator Peacock, puts up sardines and
sends them out of the State of Maine.
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Say we pass a law that no sardines could
be shipped outside of the State of Maine.
They would be cheaper for a little while,
wouldn't they, Dbecause the market
would be glutted. But if the sardine
packers did not make any money do you
suppose they would stay in business? Tiey
certainly would not and it would put a
great many of them out of business. They
would have to pay about so much,
wages cost about so much, boats cost
about so much, the cther equipment costs
about so much, and they have got to
make a - profit. In two or three years
vou would not get anything any cheaper
than you are now. That is the law of
supply and demand.

Another law of supply and demani
regulates the inflow of cap:.tal. Cap.tal is
a commodity. Lots of people do not real-
ize that until they try to float a corpora-
tion or underwrite something or do
scmething of that sort. A man said to
me over to Bangor the other day, “Whar
constructive legislation are you passing
over there? It looks to me as if you were
trying to obstruct people instead of try-
ing to do something progressive. You
have been on the earth long enough to
know that there are two classes of peo-
ple in the world, those who are trying to
do something and those who are standing
in their way. 1t looks to me as if you
were trying to stand in the way of those
who are trying to do something.”’

It is bought
They

Capital is a commodity.
and sold. What are the banks for?

sell capital, credit. That is their busi-
ness, to sell credit. Do you suppose a
bank would sell credit unless it got

some profit on it? Do you suppose a cap-
jitalist in Boston or New York or out-
side the State of Maine is going to put
his money in the State of Maine and
take the chances of a Legislature fooling
with it the way we want to do here,
and worrying about it, have to hire lob-
bies to protect his rights and interpose
Lere against the attacks of demagogues
and would-be politicians for a paltry 5
per cent. that he can get on a gold bond
or 6 per cent. on preferred stock, and be
absolutely sure—nothing to do but to cut
his coupons or cash his check once in
three months or once in six months? Do
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yeu suppose capital is going to come into
the State of Maine under those condi-
tions?

They say common stock is frequent-
1y watered. Of course it is watcred or
something equivalent to it. Capital is
going where it can get the most for it-
self. It is a commodity of barter and
sale just the same as potatoes or any-
thing else. Now the distinguished
senator from Waldo, Senator Conant,

gathers up a big pile of money from
the eastern part of the State in his
business. Does he keep it in the

State? No, about the whole of it goes
out of the State of Maine. How are
we going to get it back? HHow is this
money that we are gathering up, our
merchants, people all over the State of
Maine, the traveling men, and sending
it outside the State, how are we go-
ing to get it back? How are we as
per ple of the State of Maine going to
Zet our fair proportion or quota of the
wealth and capital of the country? We
Five got to have something to sell
which the other states do not have,
Agriculture is the principal way by
which we get back our money. The
lumber and pulp industry is another.
The fishing industry is another. The
blueberry industry is another. And
nere is one more which could be used;
and the summer resort business—the
people of the town from which the dis-
tinguished Senator from Hancock
com<s—the summer resort business is
a great natural rescourse that brings in
money. Now if you want capital, a
commodity, to come into the State of
Aaine and be used for the development
of our State, you cannot put trigs in
the way of it. You have got to invite
it. You have got to give it a fair show
after it gets here. The more money
there is in the State of Maine, the
more prosperous we are. The more
money per capita there is in circulation
in the State of Maine, the more pros-
perous we are, every one of us. Don't
yvou suppose a member of the labor
union today would rather pay high
prices and work at high wages every
minute of the day that he cares to?
Even if he has to pay a few high prices
don’t vou suppose he would rather
work and be independent and self-sup-
porting and have the money in his
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pocket coming to him every Satur-

day night to pay for those commodi-
ties than to be without any, perhaps,
at all—De out of work? Don’t you

suppoze that the farmer would rather
sell his potaoces or his other things to
the people who will work in our fac-
tories and mills at high prices than to
be bartering them round on the market

places for what they can get. The
nrore money vou have—it may raise
prices as a pclitical, economic ques-

tion, but in a period of high prices you
are always prosperous because every-
bedy is busy and money is in cirecula-
tion.

So it seems to me that it is not
within the province of this Senate, or
this Legislature, to stand in the way of

bringing more money, more capital
into our State so that indirectly and
directly every one who works, every

cne who practices a profession, and
every one who does business may get
his proportional part of it.

Mr. HOLT of Cumberland: Mr.
President and fellow Senators: The
discussion thus far has developed I
think the issue very clearly, as I said
1n the beginning, whether or not we do
helieve in the general policy of pre-
venting the transmission of this elec-
tric current outside of the State.

Qur distinguished and honored
President has frankly said that he
does not agree with that policy, and
the Senator from Penobscot, Scnator
Giliin has said the same thing.

That is pcrfectly consistent. In the
few 1emarks I made the other day 1
said that it is an arguable question
whether that policy does make for the
good of the State of Maine and for the
good of the people. That is an impor-
tant quegtion, but I took the position
the other day and I take it now that
hefore we decide it we should have a
full investigation, because there are
many people in the State who do be-
liecve this matier of conserving electri-

cal energy is for the development of
industries and for enterprises in
Maine. That is the position of those
who believe in our present policy. It

may be that we will get more rapid de-
velopment by changing that poliey.
Butl I say the time has not come today
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to decide that question. We should
not decide it until we have had the
fullest investigation. Now the only
cbjection in my mind to these amend-
ments is this: is it a discrimination
against certain companies that come
here for charter changes? The learned
Senator from Pencbscot agreed with
me that this general law does not ap-
ply to charters granted prior to 1909.
In the law itself then there is an ex-
ception, so that it does not apply to all
corporations, If it were practical to
bring in all the corporations and put
this in their charters, that would be
the way to do it. But in your own
private business, if you believed in a
policy, would you not as opportunity
presented itself take that opportunity
to make that policy effective? And my
argument is that if the State of Maine
believes in this policy these amend-
ments are proper, because the State of
Maine through the control of its own
corporations can fairly say to those
corporations when they come here for
favors vou shall not transmit this cur-
rent outside the State, even though the
general law may be declared unconsti-
tutional.

The Senator from York, Senator
Tcering, says he does not believe in
the policy, and he quoted an article
ftom a paper of two years ago which
said a change would be for the benefit
of the State. He has said that our gen-
eral criminal laws, such as larceny and
murder, atre binding on all the people
of the State, and that we do not put
into any charter that a corporation
shall abide by the criminal laws. Of
course we do not, for the obvious rea-
son that there cannot be any gucstion
at all as to the constitutionality of
those laws

The attorneys of corporations have
admitted that this law is unconstitu-
tional, and that being so I think it
is only proper if we believe in this
general policy of conserving power for
the benefit of and development of in-
dustries within the State, until the
policy is changed, that we should take
all the means in our power to make it
effective.

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr.
President, I would like to inquire of
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Senator Holt through the Chair what
attorneys have admitted that the law
of 1909, which prohibits the transmis-
sion of electricity outside the state,
is unconstitutional?

Mr. HOLT: Mr. President, I will
say and give it to you that in the
conversation I have had with a friend
of mine, an attorney for one of the
companies, he said that in his belief
the law is unconstitutional,

Mr. DAVIIES: Mr. President, that
is a very important question. That
is almost the crux or twist of this sit-
uation, as to whether this law is con-
stitutional or not, and if Senator Holt
has in his possession any information
that is of any value to this senate I
think he should take it upon himself
as a duty to impart that knowledge.

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I wish to say a word. 1
do not think that my distinguished
colleague would insist upon brother
Holt naming the attorney with whom
he made this talk, any more than he
would want me to insist on naming the
ones I have talked with. I think he
gave us a very fair explanation. I
would say, Mr. President and fellow
senators, that I have talked with a
great many lawyers who have told me
that it was unconstitutioral, but T do
not believe it just the same, for I
looked up a United States case that
I could show you where it says it is
constitutional.

Mr. LORD of York: Mr. President
and fellow senators, I feel as though I
would like to get in the record in this
particular case. I want to state in
beginning that T am not a candidate
for Governor of this commonwealth,
for United States Senator, for Repre-
sentative to Congress, and if it means
that I cannot freely state my opinion
and views as to the welfare of the
State of Maine, T am not a candidate
for re-election as a member of this
body.

I suppose that I am responsible in a
way, inadvertently, in the starting of
all this trouble that has appeared be-
fore this legislature. In the early
days of the session I dropped into
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the box An Act asking for additional
powers for the Western Maine Power
Company. The next day there ap-
peared various articles in the paper,
and shortly after that amendments
and all sorts of things began to ap-
pear and were published in the papers,
and all sorts of talk relative to this
particular subject.

I thought that perhaps I might be
wrong, and that I had inadvertently
asked for something I might not be
entitled to; something that would be
to the prejudice or the interest of
the state.

It is true that the situation was
simply this; this litile company known
as the Western Maine Power Company
was a company organized in 1907 to
serve four or five small country towns.
They developed the power for that
purpose and in the course of the de-
velopment of that power they found
they had a little surplus power to
sell.

The outside capacity of the station
is something like 500 horse power, SO
that the question of transmission of
power outside the state will be a very
serious one in this case however it
may be determined.

They wished to find a market for the
surplus power. They found in an ad-
joining town a company that did not
have power enough and where the
customers were paying a high price
for their services. They 'conceived
the 1iea that it would be a good thing
to unite those companies so that the
one that did not have power enough
could use the power running over the
dam. They came here to the legis-
lature and asked for authority that
would enable them to do that thing,
either by purchase of the stock or by
consolidation after application to the
public utilities commission of the
State of Maine and approved by them.
It was immediately discovered by
somebody that there was a deep laid
scheme in the law passed in 1909. I
do not know how it was discovered,
but there was in the act an express
prohibition that would not make it
possible. But that did not make any
difference they started trouble just
the same. So I concluded I would
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look into it and see what the difficulty
was. 1 have talked with a great many
men who have been exponents of the
idea of conservation. I have sat up
and studied into the wee small hours
of the night to find out the reason, to
try to find the theory, to find what the
plans were, but Mr. President and
gentlemen, I have given it up. It is
not theory, it is not a plan, it is a
religion.

We have seen the newspaper arti-
cles, in many instances positions have
been misstated and the evidence has
been suppressed, and statements be-
fore committees have been distorted to
give an entirely wrong impression.

I feel a good deal as did a couple
of gentlemen who had not been in the
country a very long time, and they
were walking out one evening and
they heard a tree toad. They had
not heard one before, and they con-
cidered and finally one decided to go
in and drive the beast out. He started
in and the noise was in front of him
and when he got in there it was on
his right, then he started to the right
and it was on his left and when he
got to the left it was behind him.
Firally he came out and he said “It
is no animal, it is just a darned noise.”
(Laughter.)

One member of the club where I
happen to bhoard is an expert story
teller. He tells a story with such viv-
idness that you seem to realize it and
act it. The other evening he was
telling one of those stories and just
as he had eight or ten of us where
our blood was turning cold, he waked
up. We dropped with a thud.

Mr. President, it seems to me as
though it was time we waked up. We
have attended these hearings before
the committee on these various mat-
ters, and have heard suggestions and
arguments as to the constitutionality
of the law, precedents cited, and all
those sort of things and all sorts of
statements and counter-statements,
and all sorts of theories in regard to
this thing. But it seems to me that
the principles involved are so simple
and plain that when we once wake up
and just stop considering them,
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there is but one answer to the ques-
tion.

It can be assumed in the beginning
that we are all in favor of the de-
velopment of the State of Maine, and
of the development of the State of
Maine for the benefit of its people.
All of our actions at this legislature
and the previous legislature tend to
show that. Sometimes we make mis-
takes, and make mistakes about things
we do not understand. We have a
simple proposition upon which we
spend a good deal of money and that
is the road proposition. There is no
man in this legislature who is not in
favor of building good roads in the
State of Maine. Why? Because it
has a tendency to bring people into
the State of Maine, so that they will
spend their money in the State of
Maine and the State will be so much
better off.

We have never advertised, but we
are taxing ourselves heavily with that
object in view. Did you ever stop to
think that perhaps those benefits must
be distributed per capita? It helps the
State of Maine because it brings money
into the State of Maine. Let us follow
that out a little bit further. The Sen-
ator from York, Senator Deering has
quoted from the opinion of Chief Jus-
tice Emery as to the ownership and
rights of a man who has a stream of
water through his land. He has the
right to use it. It is his right, but he
must return it for the benefit of the
next owner belcw. Let us take that il-
lustration, the owner of the water
rower. He puts in a dam, installs a
water wheel and puts in a saw mill and
uses the entire energy of the water
power for sawing lumber. He saws the
lumber and loads it on the cars, ships
it away and gets his money for it by
the thousand. We all approve of it for
it is hringing so much more wealth into
the State of Maine.

If he uses that water wheel for other
business, sawing woed, or other busi-
ness. we all apnrove for it will give vou
and T what we want to use.

Now here is where I can’t see. T
can’t follow the plan and don’t see the
policy. Tf we take that same water
wherel and instead of building a saw
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mill or a woolen mill, we belt it to a
dynamo, and as a result of the energy
that is used we make electricity which
can be measured by the kilowatt and
sold by the kilowatt, then you say to
me you can’t sell that outside the State
for that would be an injury to the
State, to bring that money in, and yet,
Mr. President and fellow Senators,
there is this much difference between
the two cases. In the case of the ordin-
ary manufacture that we see shipping
out lumber by freight, we are depleung
the resources of the State to some eX-
tent. My fricnds from Aroostook
county who are interested in the pota-
to industry, every car load of potatoes
taken out of the county takes out some-
thing in fertilizing value. It may be
small. Every ton of paper sent from
the State of Maine takes something
frem the resources of the State of
Maine, and we are exchanging it for
what? For money.

1f we were aliowed to sell electricity
outside the State of Maine and bring
the money in we would get the money
and would have taken nothing from
the state. Did vou ever stop to figure
for a minute what this might mean to
the State of Maine? According to the
best information there is about 376,000
horse power developed in the State of
Maine. Nobeody knows Just what is
used, but the bhest estimate is 60 per
cent.

1 am referring to electrical power.
That would mean there is a waste of
40 per cent. that is running over the
dams that the State of Maine has no
use for, and you are saying to the men
who own the dams that they cannot
send the surplus out. If you reckon it
at $20 per horsepower you would have
comething over $2,000.000 that would
he hrought into the State of Maine. In
additional to this we have comething
over a millinn in potential horsenpower
on 10-hour days. that is not developed.
Suppose you reckon that at half the
cost. and it is $10,000.000 additional. Wea
could not reach that at once, hut it is
one of the possibhilities,

Now the pitiful thing atont it is that
we have said since 1909 that vou ean-
not send anv of that electricity out of
the State and it has not done anything



1010

toward the development of the State.
It has not helped my friend, Senator
‘Wood, who lives in Bar Harbor. Why
not? Simply for this reason, that the
water power that is running to waste
can never do anybody any good only
when it is turning wheels. Think about
that. All of that time it has been an
absolute waste. If we could see it, if
we could have an illustration that
would compare with it, where we could
see it, it would seem different,

Another illustration that I have used
had been this: Suppose my friend, over
in the House, who has owned g0 many
potatoes this year, should start in to
ship those potatoes to Stockton Springs
and should dump them into the ocean,
and should do that week after week
and month after month until the en-

. tire crop of the Aroostook potatoes
were dumped into the ocean. Ivery-
hody would be roticing it and some
means would be taken to stop the ter-
rible waste. But if all the cars of the
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad were
employed day after day in doing that
very thing we would not be suffering
much more than now compelled to suf-
fer if this thing can be worked out.

As my friend, the senator from
York, has put the problem, if our policy
is such that we can attract capital to
do it then the power is available and
can be used and the price will come
down.

As to this question of the plan or
policy I referred to, T have had some
peculiar experiences. There is a bill in-
troduced in this I.egislature known as
the Cole bill, that had in view the idea
of allowinz the surplus current to he
shinped outside the \State when the
price was reduced and the price in the
bill was 5 cents per kilowatt for light-
ing ard 5 cents for power. Strange as

it may seem. my friends who have
been considering conservation have
heen bitterlv opvosed to that verv

thing. I cannot follow it, I do not un-
derstand it.

We have today a larger water power
per capita than other States in the
Union. We have nearly three times
as much as the Provinece of Ontario and
we have leard something about the
Previnee of Ontario in this legislature.
We have tnis surplus to be used. If we
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could sappouse an unsupposable case,
the case of the Pennsylvania coal fields,
there is much more reason in that case,
for they figure that they can already
see the end of the supply, that they
might say we will ship no more of that
coal out of the State of Pennsylvania,
Lut the f{ramers of our constitution
fixed that so that it will not be possible.

I would like to read a number of
cases, but I am not going to read a lot

of cases. This secms to fit the case
very well. “The purposes of conserva-
tion is the business welfare of the

State, as wood or timber might be. If
the Siate had the power, Pennsylvania
might keep its coal, the Northwestern
States might keep their timber and the
mining States keep their minerals, the
agricultural States keep their products.
If one state has the right, all States
have it and embargo would meet em-
bargo. In such a case a new power
appears and a new welfare, a welfare
that transcends the power of any State,
it is constituted in the welfare of the
State and each State is made greater
by the division of its resources.”

Gentlemen of thig legislature, do you
beliecve that this policy of the dog in
the manger that cannot use these re-
sources that are so valuable to the hu-
man race, and we are saying that our
brothers over in New Hampshire shall
not have the henefit, and is that a ben-
efit to the State of Maine? It seems to
me that there can be no question as to
this.

~ow so much for the general prin-
cipie. I want to come Gown to the sub-
ject of these particular amendments
We have built up in the State of Maine
some large industries of which we are
rroud. We are proud of the men who
have helped to create them. DBut if we
snould say that because my friend, the
Qenator from Aroostook, Senator Bur-
leigh, knows so much about the re-
sources of Aroostook county that he
might take advantage of it for his own
henefit and that we would better keep
him under guard, it would not sound
vory rveasonable to this legiglature. I
have had some acquaintance with some
of my friends who are in this power
husiness, some who are in other
wranches of business, and I find thelfn
to be ordinary, straight, square busi-
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ness men. It seems to me that in this
particular case we are reaching out to
injure this particular business. It is a
business that requires an immense
amount of capital, and that capital, a
portion of it at least, will have to be
sought outside of the State of Maine,
and how do you expect that this policy
is going to bring it in? It will never
come until the State has some kind of
a settled policy, until this agitation
ceases, and it is given an oppor-
tunity to earn dividends. As to this
policy that we are going to hold this
stuff and develop it for our own usc,
M1, DPresident, we who know something
about the development of those things
know that it takes time to do it. So
far from bringing industries into this
Statle, when a company is formed or a
man wants to do business, he wants his
power now, and if he comes here and
he sees we have the power but it will
take two or three years to devclop it,
what is the result? He goes some-
wiere cise.

Now if we had a plan by which dur-
ing this time these powers could be de-
veloped to the maximum and whici
can be turned into money, I believe
that it the restrictions could be wiped
off, the law of supply and demand that
was referred to by the senator from
Fenobscot would govern the situation.
Tt is a well known economic principle.
Pennsylvania is protected in its coal
because it costs money to haul coal
out of Pennsylvania. It would he the
same with electricity. It is expensive
1o transmit it. The overhead charges
are large. It takes a large amount of
capital. It can always bhe used to bet-
ter advantage near the source of gen-
eration. But beyond all that it would
e turning wheels and making elcc-
tricity and he available to he used as
fust as the industries could be estab-
lished.

Now as to the amendments that are
being offered. Sirice 1999 we have had
this law. No one has seen fit to contest
it. No one has tried to transmit pow-
er out of the Slate other than those
that are excepted in the law. Then tell
me why we sheuld come in herr, ana
with corporations that are comirx
here to nsk for perfectly prover, lexit-
imate purposes, purposes that -would
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be for the interest of the State—in one
case 1 know of where the corporation
has bought the stock of a number of
different companies, and in order to
save overhead charges of five or six
thousand dollars they are coming here
asking for a right to take over the
physical properties. That is all they
ask for. Now they say, if you come
here and ask for that right we are go-
ing to clip your wings. We are going
to take and cut off some limbs to prop
up this building that has not been in-
habitated for eight years and has got-
ten in such rotten condition that it
will not stand alone. It is as absurd
as it would be to tear down a good
building to build a fence across a gap
that no one has ever tried to g0
through. It seems to me to be unfair
and it is admitted to be unfair.

But do you and I, Mr. President,
come here to do that sort of thing?
Do we come here to impede the legiti-
mate business of the State? It does
not seem to me that that should Dbe
done. This amendment that has been
proposed to the DBaxter amendment
will simply leave everybody on the
same basis, and it seems to me 10 be «
fair kind of a proposition.

Just a single thought and that
this. If we use the water that 1s 1an-
ning over the dam today to Jdevelop
electricity, I do not care where it may
be sold, tomorrow or next week or next
year you cannot use that water. What
runs away today can never do the hu-
man race any good, and next month, or
next week, or next year the most that
we would have would he the place
where it was. Are we going to say
that we will let all of this waste go by
and we will provent it being used be-
cause next year cr some time when the
policy of the State is fixed we can have
the piace where it went by.

Here is the case of the great dam up
here on the Androscoggin. 1t cost
something over o million dollars. It
has a capacity of storing eight «1llion
cublic feet of woater. T am told that it
is capable of developing 8000 horsepow-
er. And vet in cur wisdom we have so
fixed it that that water runs through
the gates day after day, week after
week, vear after year, and does no one
any zeod. And even the little village of

is
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care-takers up there have to use ker-
osene lanterns and kerosene lamps to
light their houses. It is up there 40:
miles from a railroad station. 1t is
within striking distance of a market
in New Hampshire. Don’t you suppose
that the people of the cities of Lewis-
ton and Auburn are paying interest on
that million dollars in rates? And does
it need any argument to show that it
would operate for the benefit of the
State of Maine and for those people if
we should allow that current to be
sold outside the State and to bring
the money into the State, and to pay
the overhead charges on that dam and
relieve the people of the cities of Lew-

iston and Auburn. Conservation! I do
not understand the theory.
Mr. WALKER  of Somerset: Mr.

President, when disinterested lawyers
disagree upon a proposition and argue
long, ably, loud and well, what is the
common layman to do when he comes
to vote? Onmne of them said something
about a school fund and about lum-
ber. When you get to talking about
a school fund and about lumber I
feel more at home because we dis-
cussed the school fund a few days
ago, and I have something to do with
Iumber. Now the time was when
there was a great deal of lumber in
the state of Maine. It has been said
by one of the senators that at the
present time the lumber is largely
owned by the Hbollingsworth & Whit-
ney Company, the Interrational Paper
Company, the Great Northern DPaper
Company, and another company which
he mentioned. That may be true. But
the time was when there was a great
deal of lumber in the State of Maine
owned by the State of Maine., And
did the state of Maine still own that
lumber land, we would not have been
discussing that school fund distribu-
tion the other day. The higher state
tax would not affect us because that
lumber in itself would have paid the
entire expenses of our schools and
would have paid the entire expenses
of our state tax.

Iovidently one side wants the power
to go out of the state, and the other
side wants manufacturing industries
to come into the state. Now those
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that want the power to go out of the
state must be getting desperate, when
it becomes necessary, or seems nhec-
essary, that our honored President
must descend to the floor of the Sen-
ate to argue in their behalf. 1 simply
want to go on record—

Mr. DAVIES: Just a minute, Broth-
er Walker, if I may interrupt you
there; the President of the Senate
did not come from the chair for that
purpose—I think you will agree with
me on that—but the President of the
Senate happened to be on the floor
and made his remarks. You agree to
that?

Mr. WALKER:
beg every one’s
he did address

If I am in error, I
pardon, but at least
the Senate on that
proposition, and the influence of the
presiding officer, it is almost impos-
sible for us to state what that influ-
ence is for or against any proposition.
I oppose the indefinite postponement
of this bill.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, inas-
much as I desire to discuss this ques-
tion at the time the resolution is con-
sidered, which I introduced this morn-
ing, I only want at the present time
to express my view.

T believe that it the fixed, firm, wise
policy of the state of Maine, from all
the information we have at the pres-
ent time, to prohibit its transporta-
tion beyond the limits of the state.
As to the amendment, the so-called
Baxter amendment, 1 helieve it is un-
called for and it is unnecessary. If
it is necessary, it is unjust.

Mr. HOLT: Mr. President, I would
like through the chair to ask one
question of the senator from Cumber-
land, whether or not he thinks that
the law of 1909 covers corporations
organized prior to 18097

Mr. DAVIES: I think that it does.
1 think the state well has that power.

Mr. HOLT: You think the law ap-
plies to those corporations as word-
ed?

Mr. DAVIES: I do. I am quite sure
that it does, that the state has that
power there cannot be the least doubt,
Mr. President.
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My, HOLT: If I may say one word.
I do not question the power, but I
qguestion whether the act is so worded
as to apply to those corporations or-
ganized prior to 1909.

Mr. DAVIES: I make my statement,
Mr. President, on the precise wording
of the act, that there is not the least
doubt in my mind but that it applies
to those corporations. And our courts
have held over and over again that
the legislature has that right.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The pend-
ing question is on the adoption of
House Amendment A in concurrence,

Mr. DEERING: Mr. President, I
move that House Amendment A to
House bill 457 be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. HOLT Mr. President, I call for
the years and nays.

Mr. MARSHALIL: Mr. President, I
understand that if House Amendment
A is adopted that Senator Deering will
then offer his amendment.

Mr. DEERING: That is right.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The pend-
ing question is on the indefinite post-
ponement of Housc Amendment Al
and Senator Helt calls for the veas
and nays. Those in favor of ordering
the yeas and rays will please rise.

A sufficient number having arisen
the yeas and nays were ordered and
the secretary called the roll.

Those voting vea woere Messrs
Bailey, Butler of Franklin, Conant, Da-
vies, Deering, Fulton, Gillin, Googin,
Gordon, Hastings, Higgins, T.ord, Mar-
shall, Merrill, Peacock, Petersesn, «ick-
er, Swift—1I8 Those voting nav were:
Messrs. Ames, Rartlett, Baxter, Bovn-
ton. Burleigh, Butler of Knox. Chick.
Davis, Grant, Holt. Walker, Wood-—12.

And 18 sennters voting in the affirm-
ative and 12 veting in the negative,
House Amendment A was indefinitely
postponed.

On meotion by Mr. Deering of York,
a recess was taken until 2.30 o’clock
this afternoon.

After Recess

The PRESIDENT: The Senate will
please come to order. The Chair lays
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before the Senate the act relating to
the Knox Gas & ZXElectric Co. The
question before the Senate is on the
passage of this bill to be engrossed in
non-concurrence with the House.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
the bill was passed to be engrossed in
non-concurrence.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays
hefore the Senate H. D. 505, An Act to
incorporate the Gould Electric Co.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
Senate Amendment B. was indefinitely
postponed.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator the bill was passed to be engross-
ed,

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays
hefore the Senate, H. D. 579, An Act
to incorporate the Independence Devel-
oping Co. of Kingman.

On motion by Mr. Lord of York, ta-
bled.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays
before trhe Senate, S. D. 218, An Act to
enlarge the powers of the Western
Maine Power Co.

(Senator T.ord was granted permis-

sion to withdraw Senate Amendment
A)
Mr. LLORD: I offer Senate Amend-

ment A to S. D. 218, and move its
adoption. “Amend Section 3 by striking
out all of said section after the word
“Maine,” in the 19th line, so that said
section as amended shall read as fol-~
Tows:

“Secet. 3. Said corporation is author-
ized and empowered to acquire by pur-

chase, lease, merger or consolidation,
and to exercise and enjoy after such
purchase, lcase, merger or consolida-

tion any or all of the rights, privileges,
franchises and property of any public
utility organized for similar purposes
and doing business in the counties of
York, Cumberland or Oxford or in any
municipality adjacent to any of the
towns named in its act of incorporation
or acts amendatory thereof or addition-
al thereto, within the State of Maine
with which its wires may be connected
to form a continuous system, upon such
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terms and conditions as may be agreed
upon by the said corporation and such
other public utility; and said other pub-
lic utilities are hereby authorized and
empowered to lease, sell and convey
their respective rights, privileges, fran-
chises and properties to the said West-
ern Maine Power Company or to merge
or consolidate with the said company,
provided that any such sale, lease, mer-
ger or consolidation shall be approved
by the Public Utilities Commission of
i« State of Maine.”

The amendment was adopted, and on
further motion by the same Senator the
bill as amended was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. DEERING of York: Mr. Presi-
dent, I am informed by Senator Ful-
ton that he presented Senate Amend-
ment A to An Act to incorporate the
Gould Electric Company, which the
Senate adopted, and I am now informed
that the Senator does not care for the
amendment. I move we reconsider the
vote whereby the Senate adopted Sen-
ate Amendment A,

Mr. FULTON of Aroostook: Mr.
President, I will say that Senate
Amendment A consists, as I remember,
of a few words in the first section, and
as they are dependent upon the amend-
ment indefinitely postponed, Amend-
ment B, it will be perfectly useless. I

second the motion to reconsider the
vote whereby we adopted Senate
Amendment A,

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion by the same Sen-
ator Senate Amendment A was indefi-
nitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
H. D .185, An Act relating to Vassal-
boro, China and Windsor Light and
Power Company was taken from the ta-
ble.

On further motion by the same Sen-
ator House Amendment A was indefi-
nitely postponed, and the bill was then
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
H. D. 254, An Act to amend the charter
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of the Central Maine Fower
was taken from the table.
On further motion by the same senator
House Amendments A and B iere
definitely postponed, and the biil
then passed to be engrossed.

Company,

in-
was

On motion by Xr. Deering of York,
H. D. 58, An Act to incorporate the
Grand Isle Light and Power Company,
was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sena-
tor House Amendment A was indefinitely
postponed and the bill was then passed
to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Lord of York, H. D.
579, An Act to incorporate the Indepen-
dence Developing Company of Kingman,
was taken from the table, and on further
motion by the same senator the bill was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Kenne-
beec, H. D. 113, An Act to provide for con-
ducting scientific investigation bearing
upon the agriculture of Aroostook county.
was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same senator
the bill was tabled.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will be
pleased to have the senator from Ken-
nebec, Senator Bartlett, preside.

(Senator Bartlett in the chair.)

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chair
lays before the Senate Majority report.
ought not to pass, and minority report.
ought to pass, of the committee on ju-
diciary, on H. D. 62, An Act to amend
Section 1 of Chapter 8 ‘of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the appointment of
clerk of the judicial courts.

On motion by Mr. Lord of York the
majority report, ought not to pass, was
accepted.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chair
lays before the Senate H. D. 335, An Act
to amend Section 55 of Chapter 30 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to the amount
to be expended by the insurance com-
missioner in investigating fires.
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Mr. IIGGINS of TIenobscot: Mr.
President, in view of the fact that there
_is another bill pending along thesc same
lines, I move that this bill be tabled.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, report of
committee on public utilities, ought not
to pass, on An Act to permit municipal
corporations to .own and operate street
railways, gas, electric light, water and
other public utilities and other corpora-
tions.

Mr. AMISS of Washington: Mr., Pres-
ident, out of senatorial courtesy I left
this on the table as Senator Peacock
was not present when it was brought
up. I yield the floor to tam.

Mr. PHEACOCK of Washington: Mr.
President, as certain negotiations are
going on that may affect our town, in
regard to this bill, I move that it be
tabled until next Tuesday.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, Report A,
ought not to pass, Report B, ought to
pass in new draft, of the committee on
labor, on An Act relative to the hours
of labor of conductors and motormen,

Mr. GOOGIN of Androscoggin: Mr.
President, because there are not more
of the members present, I move we
table this bill until tomorrow morning.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, S. D. 85,
An Act to amend Section 19, of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the banking department.

On motion by
taquis, tabled.

Mr. Davies of Pisca-

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, S. D. 341,
An Act to amend Section 20 of Chapter
114 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the commitment of girls to the State
school for girls.

Mr. GRANT of Cumberland: Mr.
President, in the absence of Senator
Marshall, I move this bill be tabled.

The motion was agreed to.
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The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, S. D. 3786,
An Act to amend Sections 20 and 21 of
Chapter § of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to lands reserved for public uses.

On motion by Mr., Grant of Cumber-
land, passed to be engrossed.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The
Chair lays before the Senate, majority
report, ought not to pass, minority re-
port, ought to pass, of the committee
on judiciary, on Resolve in favor of De-
Forest Keves.

Mr. DEERING of York: Mr. Presi-
dent, there is quite a long story goes
with this resolve, and as several Sen-
ators arg not present, I move that the
resolve be tabled and assigned for to-
morrow niorning.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chair
lays before the Senate, Report ought not
to pass of the committee on salaries anid
fees on An Act to amend Section 38 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, re-
garding the compensation of the judge
of probate for Somerset county.

Mr. GRAXNT of Cumberland: Mr. Pres-
ident, T move that this report be tabled.

(Upon request of Mr. Merrill of Somer-
set, assigned for consideration tomor-
row.)

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chalir
lays before the Senate majority report,
ought to pass in new draft, and minori-
ty report, ought not to pass, of the com-
mittee on salaries and fees on An Act
to fix the salary of the judge of probate
for the county of Androscoggin.

On motion by Mr. Grant of Cumber-
land, tabled and assigned for tomorrow
morning.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chair
lays before the Senate majority report,
ought not to pass, minority report ought
to pass, of the committee on salaries and
fees on An Act to amend Section 43 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, re-
Yating to salary of the register of deeds
for Kennebec vounty.
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On motion by Mr. Chick of Kennebec,
tabled, and upon request by Mr. Hig-
gins of Penobscot, assigned for tomor-
row morning.

On motion by Mr. Ames of Washing-
ton, H. D. 402, An Act to extend the
charter of the Washington County Light
and Power Company was taken from the
table.

Mr. AMES: Mr. President, my reason
for taking this off the table at this time
is that this light and power company
can stand in the same position as the
other companies that were discusded
this morning.

I move that House Amendment A be
indefinitely postponed.

The motion was agreed to, and the
bill was then passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Grant of Cumber-
land, H. D. 549, An Act to provide for
the payment of a bounty on bears killed
in the State, was taken from the table.

Mr. GRANT: Mr. President, I now
move that re recede and concur with the
House in the adoption of House Amend-
ment A.

Mr. BUTLER of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent, I would like to inquire if House

Amendment A is the Baxter Amend-
ment?
Mr. GRANT: If it is it is on bears.

~(Laughter.)

The pending question being on the
motion of Senator Grant that the Sen-
ate recede and concur with the House

in the adoption of House Amendment
A.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. BUTLER: Mr. President, may

I inquire what the House Amendment
A is?

Mr. GRANT: This is relating to
bears, and is not the Baxter amend-
ment.

(The Chair read House Amendment
A

On motion by Mr. Davis of Piscata-
quis, the bill was then passed to he
engrossed.
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Mr. HIGGINS of Penobscot: Mr.
President, for the purpose of expedit-
ing matters I assume the responsibil-
ity of taking from the table for my -
colleague, Senator Gillin, H. D. 624,
An Act relating to insurance, and will
state to the senators that if this ac-
tion is not entirely agreeable to my
colleague I will promise to take care
of the bill at a later stage of the pro-
ceedings.

I move that it be taken
table,

The motion was agreed fo.

The same senator then moved the
adoption of House Amendment A.

from the

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, I have had a number of tele-
grams and letters, and telephones and
interviews, with various men, which
eads me to understand there is some-
thing very deadly that goes with these
four lines. I am not hostile to it, but I
simply want to know, and wish some-
body would explain what the trouble
is with this why the fire insurance
companies are so much more sacred
than any other corporations that they
cannot have inquiries made about
them? I simply ask for information,
for I wish to vote intelligently, when
I know how. I do not sce it as a lay-
man.

Mr. HIGGINS: Mr. President and fel-
low senators, 1 am quite in the same
boat with my friend, the senator from
York, Senator Wood, inn having receiv-
ed a few telegrams, a few letters and
a few interviews and telephone mes-
sages. This is an amendment that the
insurance commissicner may also re-
quire companies transacting other
classes of insurance, except life insur-
ance, to file similar information as to
present rates or as to rates which
may be made in the fulure.

I will state, as you gentlemen are
probably aware, we have one of the
most efficient insurance departments in
New HEngland, and they are receiving
all the data that they need, so far as
life insurance is concerned, on account
of the fact that we have our mortaice,
tables and experience, and this bill
was originally intended that they might
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get, what they think is a little addi-
tional data, so far as compensation
and liability insurance is concerned. In
my cpinion they do not need the bill
It is still my opinion that they do not
need the bill. However, they felt that
they should have this little additional
power so far as liability insurance is
concerned, and for that reason I am
entirely agreeable that they shouid
ask for any information so far as
compensation is concerned. Now in
asking for this further information
from other clases of insurance, casual-
ty or fire insurance, in my opinion we
would be establishing a very bad pre-
cedent, and be liable to the withdraw-
al of many of the companies from do-
ing business in this State, on account
of the fact that it requires no
end of detail on the part of the compa-
nies to furnish sufficient date. And while
our present efficient department is amply
able to cope with the situation, and the
companies are very willing at all times
to assist the department in obtaining the
desired information, it might be that we
might have an insurance commissioner
or department that would make it mighty
embarrassing for any and all companies.
In view of the fact that they have asked
this information, or can get it by solicit-
ing from the wvarious companies, I say
there is no reason why we should not
adopt Amendment A to this bill.

Mr. STANLEY of Oxford: Mr. Pres-
ident, I do not quite understand this yet.
I would like to know what the amend-
ment does to the bill as printed.

(The amendment was read by the
Chair.)
Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr., Presi-

dent, I understand that strikes out the
clause which refers to fire insurance.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: Tt strikes

out the last clause in the hill.

The pending question being on the
adoption of House Amendment A in con-
currence, the same was adopted.

On further motion by Senator Higgins
the bill was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Wood of Han-
cock, FI. D. 252, An Act to amend Sec-

1017
tion 11 of Chapter 117 of the revised
Statutes, relating to the salaries of

stenographers of the superior courts
was taken from the table.

And on further motion the vote was
reconsidered whereby the bill was
passed to be engrossed.

The same senator then offered Sen-
ate Amendment A to H. D. 362: Amend-
by striking out the words ‘two thou-
sand’ in the 4th line in Paragraph 2
after the word Cumberland, and insert
in lieu thereof the words ‘eighteen hun-
dred.”

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Penob-
scot, the bill and amendment was ta-
bled pending acceptance of the amend-
ment and specially assigned for to-
MOTTow.

On motion by Mr. Hastings of An-
droscoggin, H. D. 653, An Act to pro-
vide compensation for injuries received
by State employees, was taken from
the table.

Mr. HASTINGS: Mr. President, I
wish to say that my contention in the
matter was correct, but have found
that this bill was offered to correct a
definiency in the bill already existing,
and was created in the attorney gener-
al’'s office. I now move that the bill be
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. HIGGINGS of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I move the bill be tabled un-
til tomorrow morning.

The motien was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, S.
D. 150, An Act relating to the Clark
Power Co. was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator the vote was reconsidered where-
by the bill was passed to be engrossed.

On further mction House Amendment
A was indefinitely postponed.

The bill was then passed to he en-
erossed.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York, S.
D. 159, An Act to authorize the erec-
tion of darus and water storage basins
on Bog brook and tributaries in Dead
River plantation in Semerset county,
was taken from the table.
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On further motion the vote whereby
the bill was passed to be engrossed was
reconsidered.

On further mecetion by the same sen-
ator, House Amendment A was indefl-
nitely postponed.

The bill was then passed to be en-
grossed.

On moticn by Mr. Deering of York,
H. D. 290, An Act to authorize the Ox-
ford Electric Co. to extend its lines to
and within the town of Hebron, and to
purchase the equipment of the Hebron
Academy, was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator the vote was reconsidered where-
by this hill was passed to be engrossed.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator, House Amendment A was indefi-
nitely postponed.

The bill was then passed to be en-
grossed.
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On motioin by Mr. Deering of York,
H. D. 607, An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 141 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1887, entitled “An Act to
amend An Act creating the Phillips
Villuge Corporation” was taken from
the table.

On further mction by the same sen-
ator the bill was passed to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
S. D. 239, An Act to repeal Chapter 101
of the Private and Special Laws of 1911,
relating to the I’hillips Village Corpor-
ation was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sena-
tor the bill was passed to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Peterson of Aroos-
took,
Adjourned.



