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LIIGISLATIVE RECORD—SENATIL,

SENATE

Tuesday, March 20, 1917.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer by Rev. A. C. Townsend of
Hallowell.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Papers from the House disposed of in
concurrence,

From the Hcuse: An Act to make
valid the doings of the annual town
meeting of the town of Jackman.

In the Xouse received under sus-
pension of the rules and referred to the
committee on legal affairs.

In the Senate, tabled on motion by
Ay, Davies of Cumberiand.

From the House:
In the House of Representatives,
March 16, 1917.
o Hon. W. K. Lawry,

Secretary of the Senate:

Notice is hereby given that on Re-
solve in ravor of the town of Solon, in
the county of Scmerset, for repair of
Lighway over Robbin’s Hill, in said
town, the Fouse has voted to adhere to
its former action in insisting in asking
for a committee of conference.

Respectfully vours,
W. R. ROIX,
Clerk.

FPlaced on file on motion Hy Mr. Helt

of Cumberland.

From the House:
In the House of Representiatives,
March 16, 1917.
To Hon. W. K. Lawry,

Secretary of the Senate:

Notice is herebky given that on Re-
solve in favor of Morrison Libby, the
House has voted to adhere to its action
of March 9th, at which time resolve
was read and rpassed to be engrossed.

Very respectfully,
W. R. ROIX,
: Clerk.

Placed on file on motion
Marshall of Cumberland,

hy Mr,

A communication was received from
the offce of the <ecretary of State
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transmitting the report of {he Commis-
sioner of Inland Fisheries and Game.

Placed on file on motion by Mr.
Hastings of Androscoggin.
The following bills, petitions, etc,

were received and on recommendation
of the committee on reference of bills
were referred to the following com-
mittees:

Appropriations and Financiai Affairs.

By Mr. Stanley of Oxiord: An Act
relating to the department of agricul-

ture. (Crdered printed.)
Judiciary.
By Mr. BBurleigh of Aroostook: An

Act to amend Section 2 of Chapter 5 of
the Revised Statutes relating to qual-
itication of voters. (Ordered printed.)
Legal Affairs.

2y Mr., Baxter of Sagadahoe: An
Act to amend Chapter 69, evised
Statutes, relating to succession taxes.
(Ordered printed.)

3y Mr. Holt of Cumberland: An Act
to provide for the transfer to the re-
formatory for women of women serving
in the State prison, in any county jail,

or in any house of correction. (Or-
dered printed.)
Ways and Bridges
By Mr. Conant of Waldo: An Act to

amend Chapter 219, of the Public Laws
of 1915, entitled “An Act to provide for
State and county aid in the construc-
ticn of highway bridges.” (Ordered
printed.)

Bllis in First Reading

S. Do o340, An Act to amend Section
76 of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes
of 1216, relating to any town raising
money to secure free use of library in
adjoining town.

S. D. 346, An Act to establish the
Mount Desgert Tridge District for the
purpose of acquiring, freeing and re-
constriucting the Mount Desert toll

bridge in the town of Trenton, in
Hancock county.
S. D. 247, Ar Act relating to the

bond holders of Sanford and Cape Por-
poise Railway Commpany, and the At-
Iantic Shore Tailway.
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S. D. 348. An Act to amend Section
28 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to violations of the lob-
ster law.

S. D. 349. An Act to require auto-
matic signals and the removal of ob-
structions at certain grade crossings,
not protected by gates or fiagmen.

S. D. 305. An Act to regulate the
sale of milk in bottles or jars within
the town of Eden, Hancock county.

S. D. 351. An Act to provide for
card index for probate registry of
Aroostnok county,

Reports of Committee

Mr. Stanley from the committee on
barks and banking, on An Act to
Amend Section 22 of Chapter 52 of
the Revised Statutes of 1916 with ref-
erence to Deposits in Savings Banks
and Institutions for Savings, (Senate)
No. 238), reported that the same ought
to pass. (Read first time under sus-
pengion of the rules on motion by Mr.
Stanley of Oxford.)

Mr. Baxter from the same commit-

tee, on An Act to permit savings
banks to invest in certain street
railroad bonds, submitted the same

in a new draft under title of “An Act
to permit savings banks to invest
in certain electric railroad bonds,”
and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Googin from the committee on
claims, on Resolve in favor of Henry
H. Grindle of Castine, reported that
the same ought to pass.

Mr. Ricker from the committee on
education, on An Act to provide for
the registration of teachers (Senate
No. 157), submitted same in a new
draft under the same title, and that it
ought to pass.

Mr. Butler from the committee on
interior waters on:

Resolve in aid of navigation on
Moosehead Lake;

Resolve in aid of navigation on
Sebago Lake, Songo River, Bay of

Naples, Chutes River and Long Lake;

Resolve appropriating money to aid
navigation on Rangeley lake, Moose-
lucmeguntic T.ake and Cupsuptic
Lake;
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Resolve in aid of navigation on the
Lower lLakes;

Resolve appropriating money to aid
navigation on Sebec lake;

Resolve in aid of navigation on
Lewys, Long and Big Lakes in Wash-
ington County; and

Resolve appropriating money for
the maintenance of lights along the
Narrows connecting the upper and
lower Richardson lakes;

Submitted the same in a new draft
under title of

“Resolve in aid of navigation of
various lakes, rivers and thorough-
fares in the State of Maine,” and that
it ough¢ to pass.

Mr. Butler from the committee on
labobr, on An Act for the safeguard-
ing of employes in factories, mills
and workshops, against danger from
fire (Senate No. 3), submitted same
in a new draft under the same title,
and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Wood from the committee on
legal affairs, on An Act to authorize
the city ofAugusta to acquire prop-
erty, rveported same ought to pass.

Mr. Marshall from the same com-
mittee, on An Act authorizing the
city of Augusta to raise money to

assist Capitol Park in maintaining
grounds and conveniences for public
amusements, submitted the same in a
new draft under the same title, and
that it ought to pass.

Mr. Marshall from the same com-
mittee, on An Act to ratify the or-
ganization of Capitol park and give
additional powers to said corpora-
tion, submitted the same in a new
draft under the same title, and that it
ought to pass.

A majority of the committee on
mercantile affairs and insurance, on
An Act relating to the construction
of chimneys (Senate No. 320), report-
ed that the same ought not to pass.

(Signed) Gillin, Grant, Wilson, Tate,

Lewis, Emerson, Morison,

A minority of the same committee
on the same bill reported that the
same ought to pass.

(Signed), Bartlett, Dutton.

(On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Ken-
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nepnec, both reports
acceptance of either.)

Mr. Ames from the committee on
State lands and forest preservation,
on An Act to enable the chief engi-
neer of the State highway commis-
sion to convey a certain lot or par-
cel of land, owned by the State of
Maine, to the European and North
American Railroad, reported that the
same ought to pass.

The same Senator from the same
committee, on An Act to Amend Sec-

tabled, pending

tion 60, Chapter 8, of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the Maine For-

estry District, reported that the same
ought to pass.

The reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves tabled for
printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Chick from the committee on
claims, on Resolve in favor of Benja-
min F. Towne of Waterville, in the
County of Kennebec and State of
Maine, reported same ought not to
pass.

Mr. Wood from the committee on
legal affairs, on An Act to amend Sec-
tion 23 of Chapter 85 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to sheriffs

and their deputies (Senate No. 190),
reported same ought not to pass.
The s=ame Scnator from the same

committee, on An Act to incorporate
the Verona Village Corporation (Sen-
ate No. 39), reported same ought not
to pass.

Mr. Bartlett from the committee on
mereantile affairs and insurance, on
An Act for the prevention of fires by
better construction of chimneys (Sen-
ate No. 13), reported same ought not
to pass.

The reports were accepted and sent
down for concurrence,

Passed to be Engrossed.

H. 276. An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 82 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1891, entitled “An Act to
supply the city of Auburn with pure
water.”

H. D. 370. An Act to amend Section
43 of Chapter 52 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, relating to the custody of se-
curities owned by savings banks.
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H. D. 371. An Act to amend Section
24 of Chapter 52 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, relating to the withdrawal by a
minor of deposits in banking institu-
tions.

H. D. 372, An Act to amend Section
27 of Chapter 52 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, relating to the investment of de-
posits of savings banks.

H. D. 520. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 76 of Chapter 45 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to smelts. (In the
House this bill after having been read
twice was indefinitely postponed.
Tabled, pending concurrent action
with the House, on motion by Mr.
Davies of Cumberland.)

S. D. 105. An Act to make uniform
the law of warehouse receipts.

S. D. 109. An Act to make uniform
» law of hilis of ladings.

8. D. 167. An Act to amend Section
19 of Chapter 129 of the Reviscd Sta-
tutes relating to trespasses on im-
proved lands, how to be punished.

S, D. 172, An Act to amend Sec-
tions 1, 8 and 12 of Chapter 126 of the
Public Laws of 1884, relating to the
preservation of salmon, shad and ale-
wives in Georges River and tributary
streams.

S, D. 184, An Act to repeal Section
27 of Chapter 51 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, relating to returns of cashiers to
the seccretary of State. (Tabled on
motion by Mr. Davies of Cumberland,
pending second recading.)

S. D. 191, An Act to amend Section
3 of Chapter 62 of the Revised Sta-

tutes, in regard to the wearing of
hadges.
S. . 198, An Act relating to bonds

in the probate court, given by execu-
tors and administrators to obtain li-
cense to sell real estate, amending
Section 3 of Chapter 76 of the Re-
vised Statutes.

S. D. 211, An Act to amend Section
4 of Chapter 64 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, relative to the recording of in-
tentions of marriage.

S. D. 223. An Act amending Section
50 of Chapter 51 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, authorizing complaint by a
utility against itself, and empowering
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the public utilities commission to or-
der refund.

S. D. 262, An Act to amend Chapter 67,
Section 26 of Chapter 70, Section 44 of
Chapter 68, Sections 9 and 10 of Chapter
72, Section 9 of Chapter 85, and Sections
14, 15, 20 and 21 of Chapter 92; and to re-
peal Sections 42 and 43 of Chapter 638, ana
Sections 16 and 21 of Chapter 92, relating
to the notice of appointment of execu-
tors, administrators, guardians of adults,
and conservators; and to limitation of ac-
tions against the estates of deceased per-

sons. (Tabled by Mr. Marshall of Cum-
berland, pending passage to be en-
grossed.)

S. D. 2713. An Act to amend Section 15
of Chapter 136 of the Revised Statutes of
Maine, 1916, relating to proceedings in
court in criminal cases. (Tabled by Mr.
Marshall of Cumberland, pending passage
to be engrossed.)

S. D. 292. An Act to amend Section 47,
Chapter 55, Revised Statutes of 1916, re-
lating to orders of the Public TUtilities
Commission and their enforcement.

S. D. 331. An Act to amend the charter
of Coburn Classical Institute.

S. D. 325. An Act to incorporate the
Birch Point Village Corporation.

S. D. 332. An Act to amend Section
24 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes,
relation to prosecutions of viclations of
the lobster law.

S. D. 333. An Act to require certain ve-
hicles to carry lights at night and to
control the glare of headlights. (On mo-
tion by Mr. Fulton of Aroostook, tabled
pending passage to be engrossed.)

S. D. 334. An Act authorizing tbe ap-
pointment of the United Baptist Conven-
tion of Maine as trustee, and to excuse
said corporation from furnishing surety
on its official bond.

S. D. 335. An Act to repeal the act in-
corporating the town of Perkins.

S. D. 336. An Act to ratify the decings
of the town of Winthrop, in reference to
the Chas. M. Bailey public libarry.

S. D. 338. An Act regulating the ap-
pcintment of the members of the police
force of the city of Brewer.

S. D. 339. An Act to repeal chapter 101
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of the Private and Special Laws of 1911,
relating to the Phillips Village Corpora-
tion.

Passed to Be Enacted

An Act to amend Section 24 of Chapter
26 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the registration of manufacturers and
dealers in motor vehicles.

An Act to amend Sections 5 and 40 of
Chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to boards of registration of voters.

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chapter
83 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the authority of county commissioners to
procure temporary loans.

An Act to amend and extend the ghar-
ter of the Bangor Boou.n Company.

An Act to amend Section 3 of the Re-
vised Statutes defining what constitutes
real estate for the purposes of taxation.

Orders of the Day.
(Senator HIGGINS in the Chair.)

The PRESIDENT pro tem: The Chair
lays before the Senate, specially assigned
for today, H. D. No. 352, An Act to amend
Section 11 of Chapter 117 of the Re-
vised Statutes relating to the salaries
of stenographers of the Superior Courts,
tabled by Senator Wood. The pending
question is on its passage to be en-
grossed in concurrence.

Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi-~
dent, I move that this bill be passed to
be engrossed in concurrence.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: H. D.
No. 439, Resolve appropriating money
for the expenses of the State board of
charities and corrections for the year
1917 and 1918; tabled by the Senator
from York, Senator Deering. The pend-
ing question is the adoption of House
Amendment A in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Decring reassigned
for tomorrow. )

The PRESIDENT pro tem: Report,
ought not to pass, of the committee on
education on bill, An Act to establish
military training in the puble schools,
8. D. No. 86, tabled by Senator Wood.
The pendng question is acceptance of
report.
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Mr. WOOD of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, soon after I introduced this meas-
ure, which I believed to be a good one
for the pecple of Maine, some of the
papers of the State dubbed me the fath-
er of the military training bill. The
next day I received a letter from a
brother attorney in the State of Maine,
denying my parentage, and saying that
way back in 1874 a bill of this kind
was introduced in the State of Maine
and he thought it was law. I wrote
him that I thought his bill bore the
same relation to mine that the discovery
by the Norsemen of America did to
Columbus’ discovery—that the Norsemen
discovered it so many years before Co-
lumbus that it had been lost sight of
at the time Columbus discovered it
and that he got the credit, and I should
claim credit therefor. I assume full
responsibility for the parentage, Mr.
President, and as the honorable commit-
tee on education have seen fit to kill
it, or try to, I would be an unnatural
parent if I did not have some word to
say at the obsequies of my child. There-
fore, I move, Mr. President, that the
bill be substituted for the report, that
it may be properly before the Senate.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. WOOD: Mr. President, I realize
that it is no enviable position to take,
to ask this Honorable Senate to accept
my ideas in lien of those of a unani-
mous report by the distinguished com-

mittee on education. A committee’s
report should have very grave con-

sideration and great weight. I speak
that as from a man with very slight
knowledge of legislative matters, but I
think I have seen that from such short
time as I have acted in this capacity,
from the degree of care and the de-
liberation that is given to their re-
ports that they ought to rcceive, and
do veceive, great consideration. 1 say
thev should receive great considera-
ticn—when we have a hearing.

It veminds me of a story of a very
distinguished attorney down in Han-
cock ccunty, who was a great Mason.
He presided one night at ladies’ night
at a Mnasonic district meeting, and he
was tellivg the ladies the wonderful
advantages for their husbands and
lovers to be in the Masonic lodge, that

SIENATE, MARCH 20, 1917 643

they were under wonderful teachings,
splendid teachings, not surpassed even
ky the church itself, and “you know
although you are deprived of their
companionship, that they are under
the most beneficent influences” and he
stopped there to let it fully sink in,
and he eaid “ladies, if they are there”
---if they were in the lodge.

Now if we had had a hearing—but
with all due respect to the genial gen-
tleman who presided over the meeting
at which 1 wag present, with all due
respect to the Honorable Committee,
1 stand here and say without fear of
contradiction, that the hearing which
we had before the educational com-
mittee was in the nature of a star
chambper hearing, and the pros and
cons were not fully heard. I do not
find any fault. I do not criticise. I
know I am long-winded sometimes. I
have no cdoubt the honorable com-
mittee thought I took more time than
I cught to, and perhaps the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Bangor who
came down and volunteered to speak
{or thisg bill took more time than the
comniittee thought he should. But I
have been before other committees,
and of course I supposed that I could
act before the educational committee
in the same manner that I had been al-
lowed to appear before others. When
we don’'t have time down in the legal
affairs, our genial chairman has had
cur hearings go over until twelve
o'clock at night, and the honorable
Senator who presided so gracefully
over the educational affairs, at the
very next meeting of his committee
had four continued matters on his
calendar. But there was no offer of a
continuance in my case, and I had to
stop. May it please you, Mr. Presi-
dent and fellow Senators, without an-
swering the points advanced by the
opponents to this bill in the slightest
degree, and one of the gentlemen who
wns present, a member of the com-
mittee, called me to task when I had
overrun my allotted time just two min-
utes. He said, “The gentleman has over-
run just two minutes.” Now I know that
was put up to me as more or less of a
joke. The gentleman who called me
down for speaking over two minutes, I
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found to be a very genial man, al-
though 1 did not know him at the time,
though I tiung he did it in the nature
of a joke, regarding the whole matter
as a sort of joke, saying, ‘“We will
hear what he has got to say about it.
We don’t believe it, to start with.
Nothing that can be said will change
our views., We want to hear what the
opposition say any way.”

Without finding any fault, without
criticizing the method, the fact remains
nevertheless, Mr. President and gen-
tlemen, that the advantages which I
believe can be put forth for the adop-
tion of this principle of training in the
high schools failed to get before the
committee. I take the blame myself.
It may have been all my bungling way
of putting it forward. But whatever
the reason, the committee did not hear
what I believe were some strong
points in favor of this, and unless
they have taken the trouble to look
into it sirce, of course they have re-
ported without knowing what might
be said in favor of it.

Now at the committee hearing there
was an opponent who seemed to be
the leader. His name was Jones.
Jones was strong on symposiums. And
I will guarantee, Mr. President, that
no senator in the hearing of my voice
will say that I have attempted to
lobby with him for or against the pas-
sage of this bill. Now I have found
on my desk, and I dare say all cther
senators have, a pamphlet, a sympos-
ium, it is affirmed of all those educat-
ors in the United States who are op-
posed to this idea of military training
in the public schools. And 1 also
found a long typewritten statement,
and as it had the postmark of East
Vassalboro on it, I have no doubt that
Mr. Jones was the author of it, as he
is the principal of Oak Grove Sem-
inary. Now his idea advanced before
the committee was that he did not be-
lieve in military training in the pub-
lic schools, he did not believe in the
principle. But I also noted in the pub-
lic press, although I was not able to
be present before the committee on
military, that this same Mr. Jones ap-
peared to oppose our resolve which the
distinguished senator from Portland,
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Senator Holt, introduced here. He
was there in force—in fact he was the
only one, but he thinks he is a force
in himself, and he was present to op-
pose that. So he is against all military
training, 1 apprehend. We had more
instances of Joneses at that hearing.
First we had a committee report from
the Society of Friends by Mr. Jones,
their resolution against military train-
ing in the schools. Then we had a
minister, a Quaker minister from
East Vassalboro, who spoke against
it. Now for these gentlemen I have
only the most sincere respect, for they
said, as we well know, fellow senators,
that it was against the tenets of their
religion and principle to fight on any
oceasion. And for that dignified,
quiet gentleman, who spoke as a min-
ister of the Quaker religion, and who
said that it required some courage to
stand before that committee and op-
pose this military training, I have the
deepest respect. I believe he spoke
from principle and conviction, and I
believe it should carry weight. I of
course do not agree with him. Just
what we are going to do if a band
of Germans or any other nationality
came across the fields of Vassalboro
and attacked his home, whether he is
going to advise us to lie down and be
murdered, or shot down, without any
resistance—I do not know what the
principle is, but I do not believe it.
I believe you ought to be prepared
and we have got to defend ourselves.
But T believe he spoke from conviction
and principle and I have got the
greatest respect for him. But I have
mighty little for the other Jones, or
for his whole manner of putting the
case before the committee. e not
only knew all about what ought and
ought not to be done in the way of
military training in the public schools,
but he also knew all about what ought
or ought not to be done in the way
of legislation. And as he proceeded T
sort of wondered, and as he went on,
“the wonder grew, how one small head
could hold all he knew.”

This gentleman from Tast Vassal-
loro thought that this bill of mine was
slipshod legislation. Now that may be
very true. I don’t claim to know all
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there is to kncw about legislating. It
may be slipshod. He claimed it was
slipshod bhecause it didn’t provide any
pay for the instructors in the schools.
But I think, Mr. President and fellow
senators, ycu will agree with me that
if & man can draw a bill at this term of
the Legislature that does not carry any
money, that it shows some degree of
astuteness, because he is much more
likely to get it by if no money goes
with it than if it carries a large appro-
priation. Now I can see, and in fact
every Senator can see, that it would be
much bhetter to do as did the great
State of New Jersey. After having ap-
pointed a commission and investigating
thorovghly this system of military
training in the public scnnois, 1L appro-
priated the sum of $159,800 to put it into
effect. T dare say we could get a great
deual better results in Maine if we had

$159,060 to hire the best military in-
structors there are in the TUnited
States. Dut I will tell you a moment

later, we don’t have to hire them, be-
cause the Tedcral government fur-
nishes them. Iut there are many
things that a liltle money smooths up
and makes things go right, and I have
no doubt we could reap a great deal
better results if we had a large ap-
pronriation to go with it. But we all
recognize the faet in these days of the
high cost of living, that we have got to
get along and cut out the fancy things
and only have the necessities. And I
believe we could get by on this and
start something in our scheols this fall
without having to =ze to anyv great ex-
pense, still takine the step forward and
in the rieht direction.

Well, he said that this was slipshod
legislaticn and he liked the term and it
seemed to take pretty well, and as he
fourd he was making a hit with it he
run it in on every ocecasion and had it
over a ereat many times.

Well now, when a fellow gets a little
pet measure that he has fostered and
thinks it is preity good and the prin-
ciple is rieht ary wav, and some fellow
comes in frem cutside and outs it all
over him with his slinshod leeislation
it ents nnder his skin a little mite, von
Trnow and he facle ag thaneh he wonld
TitYe to oy comething bhack. With all
,due resrect to the committee, [ didn't
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have the time. I know they
all the time they could.
Now I said that I was perfectly will-

gave me

ing to have my bill amended in any
way that it could meet the situation
better. And he said that was one ot

the worst things that could happen and
one of the inherent weaknesses of the
bill, to thirk it was not so perrect that
it could not be amended. Now 1 am
wiliing to have it amended—I have
written this down so 1 need make no
mistake in what [ want to say—I am
willing to have it amended. This idea
is not mine by right of discovery. I
claim no brief for the people of Maine.
But 1 do believe the principle is a
most valuabkle one and should be adopt-
ed now. If there is any better vehicle
by whiel: it can be made eftective,
amend the life cut of it, murder it if
you please, so long as you substitute a
Letter one which retains the principle.
When you retain this principle and in-
troduce this kind of training in the
schools, vou have done a great act. I
believe, simple as it may perhaps
seem to some, but from what I have
read upon the subject, T believe you
have taken the one big step forward
for the boys of Maine,

Now I suzgest one other amendment,
—TI hope Jones will read this some-
where—for such spineless gentlemen as
these who are afraid of the title, mil-
itary training. I once Lknew an old
Iawyer down in my section of the
country who said that his wife was
afraid of a picture of a gun. Now I
hope that the Winchester Arms Com-
rany, or any of those peaple, will not
circulate their catalogues over in Rast
Vassalboro, because that gentleman
may he frighteried of the picture of
those guns in there.

I would amend also my bill by provid-
ing a tree-climbing squad, and T would
make Jones the chief of staff. Tn case of
actual war with Germany I think that
you would see this man from East Vas-
salboro taking to the tall timber, if there
is any on the east side of the Kennebec,
for I have no doubt that you could hear
his coat-tails snap in the breeze as he at-
tained the topmost bough, as Shakespeare
would put it, and I want him trained, for
T assure you he could get up a tree much
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faster if he were trained to do it. But
perhaps that is not necessary as I doubt
not that many a time and oft as this
gallant gentleman has taken his fear-
some way through the darksome jungles
of ITast Vassalboro, the blood-curdliig
roar of the woodchuck, the stealthy trezd
of the squirrel, or the terrifying leap of
the rabbit has caused the chills to run
up and down his spineless back, and
caused him to hit the high places for the
tall timber where he might seek refuge,
and having attained the topmost bougni,
to crouch in abject terror on the Iimbs
from which his Simian ancestors used to
swing by their caudal appendage.
(Laughter). Luther Burbank, you know,
made himself two-thirds famous by
creating a spineless cactus, but, fellow
Senators, I don’t believe the spineless
man is very much to brag about.

One of the opponents said after the
hearing that the system was not so ob-
jectionable as the name. He objected to
the name, military. 1 am going to show
you a little later, fellow senators—and 1
will try not to be too long—I just want
to show you a little later that a great
educational journal instead of calling it
military training has hyphenated 1it. 1
know hyphens are not popular in these
times. He has hyphenated it and called
it military-physical training. But with
any name the results are exactly the
same, gentlemen. It is simply introduc-
ing into the public schools, wherever
this system is adopted, a method of
training the boys to be alert, manly boys.
That is the whole of it in a nut-
shell. Now I chose the name ad-
vigsedly. Don’t every man know that the
very word, military appeals to the aver-
age boy and that the same kind of train-
ing under the name ‘‘physical training”
would be irksome to him? Call it mili-
tary training and make a game of it, in
which he can take sides with other boys
in a contest, and he would take to it
with avidity. The danger creating a
gpirit of militarism is imaginary and not
real.

That has been demonstrated in South
Carolina, if vou please. Mr. President and
gentlemen, for a period of more than 17
years. In the November number of the
Review of Reviews, which is Vol. 52 of the
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bound book in the public library, the State
Library, is an article, Military 'Lraining
in  the IPublic School—itesults in the

Schools of Sumter, 8. C. Now this was
introduced more than 15 years ago, about
17 years ago as I reckon it, and it started
in with 19 boys.

“For 15 years these schocls, which have
received the highest praise from Dr. P. P.
Claxton, United States Commissioner of
Education, have graduated boys with
ample military training but not once has
the subject of militarism been broached
to them.

The organization of a military com-
pany in the Sumter schools took place 15
years ago when a committee of the boys
asked the superintendent if they could
form a company and drill. These boys,
of course, had no thought of war and
the idea has never been instilled into
their minds at any time during the years
that the system has proved to be such a
success. The object was solely to de-
velop the boys physically and mentally.

* * *® * *

For the first few years there was a
gradual evolution. Boys are not accus-
tomed to be commanded by boys of their
own age, and it would not do to disci-
pline them too severely all at once. No
revolution was possible; only by very
gradual changes could the full military
discipline be realized.”

They started with boys as young as
the sixth grade, and they found that
they all took to it, and ‘“there is suf-
ficient reason, other than the military
iraining, given for the system in vogue
at Sumter, 8. C. Necessarily the train-
ing received by the boys makes for
bodily development.” One of the op-
ponents to my poor little slipshod bill
objected to the fifteen minutes per
day. Now that is exactly what they
have uscd in the Sumter schools, fif-
tecen minutes each day for every day
of the year, when practicable, and they
have found that it worked out so that
they have brought forth boys trained
in the military almost equal to those
of West Point, by just using fifteen
minutes per day. In other places they
find it is better to work two periods a
wenk, Wecdnesday afternoon and Sat-
urday afterncon, and in the spring of
the vear after they go into camp
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Ltraining, why they take the whole
peried in one day at the end of the
week. These matters can be left en-
titely with the principal, and entirely
in accordance with the conditions of
the particular school in which the
work 1is being done. ‘The Sumter
Light Infantry, the local company of
the State militia and one of the crack
military organizations of South Caro-
lina, 1s rccruited practically entirely
irorz the graded school graduates.
Almosi all the company’s officers had
training at the high school.”

Now these are some of the reasons
developed by the Sumter schools, why
thiey advise it. ¥irst, the boys them-
seives are enthusiastic, and from the
first little band of nineteen, the boys
have grown to a great military organi-

zation, Second, the Sumter schools
have the United States record—please
note this, Mr. P’resident and fellow
Senators—the Sumter schools have

ti1e United States record for holding a
large percentage of boys in the high
school. One of the opponents to
this bill, the gentleman who is teach-
ing at, I think, Waterville, said, “it is
hard enough to keep the bhoys in the

high school now. If you introduce
this military feature you will have

great trouble in keeping them. Don’t
do anything to make it any harder to
Reep boys in high school”

Now there was that gentleman’s
theory. As contrasted to his theoreti-
cal idea is the actual results of the
Sumter schools in practice for more

than seventeen yecars, that they have
the highest percentage of boys com-
pleting the hizh school course of any
school in the United States. And this
is confirmed by Dr. Claxton, TUnited
States commissioner of education, who
characterized it as a truly remarkable
record,

You would find, if I had the
time to poeint it out, that every one of
the objections raized in the royal pur-
ple objection, which you found on your
desk while Mr, Jones was trying to
lobhy with you—which I have not—
vou will find that every one of those
objections about militarism, failure to
attend school, and the hundred and
one things which these men bring up
theorctical objections, have been

as
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demonstrated by  actual proof that
they arve the farthest from the truth,
and that the actual results in practice
are just the reverse.

The idea of militarism is answered
by a pamphlet gotten out by the state
ol Wyoming., And I want to say right
here, fellow Scnators, and it is not of
great consequence to me perhaps
whether this bill passes or not—I have
no hoys that it will affect—Mr. Mes-
senger, will you please give these
round to the Senators—this is the first
lobbying I have done—sometime at
your leisure, if you will just read this
military idea gotten out by the Army
War College at Washington, an out-
line of a plan for military training in
the public ¢chools of the TUnited
States, you will see what the Wyoming
P’lan is, and I think you will find that

that is the proper plan if we should
cver introduce anything of this kind
into the State of Maine. This Wy-

oming system has the endorsement of
the Secretary of War, and it is not all
warlike. Endorsement comes from the
superintendent of the public schools of
the United States. It is approved by
the Seecretary of War, Newton D.
Baker, in a letter as late as July 3,
1916, in which he says: “The so-called
‘Wyoming system’ ot military instruc-
tion for boys in high school is inlarge
part the creation of Lieut. Edward Z.
Steever, a talented and enthusiastic
officer of the Army. It gives military
training  without militaristic ideas.
# % % It cannot fail to be whole-
some and beneficial for the youth of
the country.” That is the Secretary
o War's idea about it.

It has the endorsement of Governor
Charles S. Whitman of New York in a
very strong letter, which I would like

to read to yvou if I had the time. It
has the endorse—~~-' of Franklin XK.
T.ane, the secretary of the interior,

and he says, “I cannot too heartily—
and this was dated July 19, 1916—too
heartily express my endorsement of
what is known as the Steever plan’—
that is the same as the Wyoming
plan—*“of military instruction for high
school hoyvs. Your effort to enlarge
the work by organizing The High
School Volunteers of the United States
is mest commendahle.” That was writ-
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ten to Everybody’s Magazine after it
had tuken it up as a volunteer.

I have several letters which I have
received since the hearing before the
committee from various people
throughout the <State of Maine. I
have a letter from Mrs. Mabel Rogers
Holt of Bangor, whom the gentlemen
from Penobscot will know, I do not,
but she says: “From my own school
days I have had the conviction that
military training Thelps a boy to
straighten up and through life carry
himself better for having had the
training. It instills pride in personal
appearance, which fact appeals to any
mother, boys care so little how they
look. There is nothing violent, as in
some athletics, so it does not overtax
any boy, but with‘head up, chin in-
chest out, shoulders back, eyes front,
1ift your feet’ how can a boy help but
breathe deeper, live cleaner and gen-
erally conduct himself with more snap
and spirit, even manliness.” T would
like to read the whole of it.

I had a very excellent letter from
a man who is now teaching a high
school. I was unfortunate enough to
have a fire down in Bar Harbor two
weeks ago Saturday, and while I was
coming down off the ladder with an
armful of my poor books that I was
saving from getting a drenching if
not getting burned up, 1 met one of
my friends from over across the bay,
who shook hands with me, sympathiz-
ing with me in my fire, and right in
the midst of things he said, “I am
sorry I couldn’t have been present at
vour hearing up there.” Now you
know my specialty, Mr. President, is
bridges, and I thought he meant up
there to argue for the benefit of the
Sullivan-Hancock bridge, and I said
T was surprised he wasn’t up there to
appear for that bridge and have a lot
of fellows up there. “But T didn’t
mean the bridge,” he savs, “T meant
vour military training bhill, That is
what I am interested in.”” He is teach-
ing school now. He is an attorney at
law. Sometimes they degenerate and
sometimes they rise, you know. I
know of the case where one of them
has so far fallen from grace that he
has turned from a lawyer to a bhishop,
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other cases vice
has degenerated into a high
school teacher. 1 just want to say
that I have a most excellent letter
from him. I wish I might read it all
but time forbids., I am watching the
clock. 1 am not going to speak too
long. This was written only a day or
two ago. “My dear Senator: 1 want
to express a few words of approval of
the bill——of which I understand you
are the sponsor—relating to military
training in the schools. Had condi-
tions permitted, I should have been
present at the hearing and publicly
expressed my hearty approbation of
the proposition you are so ably sup-
porting. I believe the time is ripe
for its enactment into law, and I
sincerely hope that a sufficient num-
ber of your fellow-legislators share
vour views in the matter, to insure its
passage. * * 1 think, Senator, you
selected an inopportune time for the
introduction of this bill. Although we
as a people are cognizant of the seri-
ousness attendant upon our relations
with foreign countries, and although
we realize that as a nation we are
confronted by a condition and not a
theory, vet the undeniable fact remains
that many of our citizens are suspic-
ious of everything that smacks of pre-
paredness.” He says, skipping a part
of the letter: “The merit of the prop-
osition is to be found-—not in the fact
that it is military, (that is second-
ary), but rather in the stately mien,
the athletic, manly physique, and the
gallant carriage, that will surely char-
acterize every boy who is fortunate
enough to receive the great intermi-
nable benefits of such training. But

and
friend

versa. My

vour bill, if it fail. as it doubtless
will, will be from the fact that it is
called ‘military. # % % The geeds

of modesty, humility. and willingness
to condescend to authoritv, should be
implanted in the minds of the youths
of today, and your plan in my opinion
will effectively prepare the ground for
the sowing. Andrew P. Havev.”
Some here may know him personally.
He was a representative here from his
district in Sullivan and he was insur-
commissioner in the State of
Maine, and is teaching school at Sulli-

anece
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van with great success. He has the
confidence and approbation of his
pupils and the parents themselves and
is highly esteemed in that section.
One of the opponents to this bill at
the hearing—and 1 am really simply
continuing my case which I was un-
able to get before the committee, as I
say, at that time,—one of the opponents
laid much stress on the point that the
training of high school boys at this
time would have no immediate effect
if we should have war with Germany.
Now it is not contended that this
meagure is primarily for the purpose of
being prepared to fight a war with
Germany should we be so unfortunate
as to be forced into one. But don’t you
krow, Mr. President and fellow Sen-
ators, that should war come upon us,
that all our youth from -sixteen to
twenty, and even down to fourteen,
would be the very first ones that would
volunteer and be found in the ranks?
That is abundartly proved by history.
That gentleman said that they would
take no part in a present war. He
don’t read his tristory, Mr. President,
as T do mine. My histories tell me that
the war of the Rebellion, that the aver-
age age of the men who fought the war
of the Rebellion, the Northern soldier,
was less than twenty-one years. And
it is well known. while the average
might nct have been less in the South,
because men very much older than
those of the North went into the
Southern armies, that boyvs of the ten-
der age of twelve and thirteen and
fourteen, wore the gray and fought
valiently, as we have reason to remem-
ber, in the trenches of the Soulh. We
don’t have to go very far to prove this
assertion, Mr. President. You were
presiding at a Repuhlican caucus in the
other end of this huoilding when we
heard Councilor St. Clair tell us that
down in the Tverelades of Florida in

1862 and 1863 be voted at the a<we of
seventeen where he was wearing the
blue of his country. T supnose our

Pemeceratic friends would say that was
2. Repuhlican trick., Rut we will nas«a
that. T.ook at Hr. Aghford, the door-
Leener of the House. Ask him whera
he was when he was eighteen vears old
*nd be will tell von that he was down
in the armyv of the Potomne wearine
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the blue, Mr. President. If you want
another evidence of it, step along and
see that gentleman whom some ot you
may have noticed round the State
House at times, Patrick Hayes, and he
will tell you that he was wearing the
army blue at 14 and that at 17 he
had been three years in the Union arm-
ies and at sevenieen lost his good right
arm at Sabine cross roads. And you
don't have to go very much farther
than the walls of this sacred chamber,
Mr. Fresident. Thers sits Mr. Lord,
who was in the army of the Potomac,
our tonored docr-keeper, when he was
only seventeen jears old. Regrettable
and deplorable as it may be, and as
many cof us who have bovs will find if
we should have a war with Germany,
don’t you know this is the very thing
that boys take to, and you will nave to
quarrel with ycur sons who are only
twelve and thirteen and fourteen years
old to keap them out of the army if we
have a wuar. We have got to confront
conditions, not theories, and 1 tell you,
Mr. President, we should remember the
slaughter of the Northern men in those
early battles of 1861, If we remember
those, we will remember how much bet-
ter they would have accomplished the
results that they were sent, and had to
be sent to do, Fad they been prepared.

And when General Wood tells
you that in every speech he
makes—I like that name—hut re-
gardless of the odium of carry-

ing that name he is recognized as one
of the best military authorities in the
TUnited States, and he is called the
apostle of preparcdness, for he knows,
he has scen not theoretical fightine but
fighting on the »lains with Custer,
fiehting in the Philippines, fighting in
the Spanich American war, fiehting
vellow fever, erd fichting Theodore
Roosevelt and evervthing else that
would stand un hefore him and Gehf—
he has had the evperierre and he
Fnows the man that is prenared is tha
man that comes off hest. Genflemen, T
rememher a covsin who Jjost bis enod
rieht arm at Cold Harhor telline mea
vwien he went down therve—he was
feur vears in the armv »nd T have al-
wova i ed to hear him tell hic varns—
if he wne oettine chot he swan]ld maka
a ioke of it—ord it was pleasant to
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hear him tell about it—hne said when he
first went down there lie feit 1t was
smart Lo stand up and get shot up, that
it was cowardly to get pehind a stump.
But after thiey had been down there a
whiie it was a mighty small stump they
wouldn’t try to get behind.

Leonard vvood says that he believes
it is the proper thing to put it right in-
to your public schools and in three or
four months ycu can make the best
kind of soldiers of those boys and make
officers for your greatr volunteer army
tnat you need. And Mr. Bryan tells us
there is no need of preparation. He
boasts about the bravery of the Amer-
ican people. Dces anybody dispute
their bravery, Mr. President? That is
not the question. Mr. Roosevelt calls
it a soft and lazy giant that needs to
he trained before it can become effect-

ive. It is effectiveness that wins, not
bravery. I have given you the military

idea more than the school-man’s right
now. I should feel almost guilty if I
did not speak about Major Philbrook
who wanted to appear before the com-
mittee hut we didn’t have time and he
could not do it, but he wrote and gave
me this letter which T want to have in-
corporated in what I have to say. It is
very brief.

“The foundation of all military training
is discipline, and the lack of it amongst
us as a nation is deplorable. We are not
taught discipline at home, at school, at
college, but it must be learned before
military training can be made.

Were the boys taught the full meaning
of the word MUST and raised to obey
cheerfully, without question, or hesita-
tion, or without complaint, the efficiency
of all our institutions, both c¢ivil and mili-
tary—would be vastly increased.

It is best for this reason that military
instruction at our civil institutions be
made compulsory instead of voluntary;
that we begin with MUST instead of
“Will you?”

Much has been said and written about
the length of time it takes to train a sol-
dier; it takes just as long as it takes to
bend the average American youth to a
state of unquestioning discipline and
obedience at all times and under all cir-
cumstances.

America has set

its face against a
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stunding army; has always sel its face
againsl o great paid militziry insticution
and has proclainied the principie that in
a Democratic form of government tiae
duty to defend rests on every male c.ti-
zen of serviceable age. )

1 believe that the knowledge gained by
the boys in school under this system
would be of great benefit to the National
Guard in case of a call to arms.

1 heartily endorse the bill and trust the
same may receive the commendation of
this committee.” -

And if anybody thought there was any
need of citing any other case of military
training not creating a spirit of mili-
tarism, certainly there is no more genial,
quiet, affable, smooth-appearing gentle-
man that I know of in the State of
Maine than Major Philbrook, and perhaps
you have noticed how easily and with
what grace and secure confidence he
conducted the affairs at our great pre-
paredness meeting down at Portland the
other day.

I have here several bills that have been
introduced into the State of Connecticut
to introduce training into their public
schools, which shows that there is a
great comonwealth that is alive to the
gsituation. I am not going to read these
bills.

The press is with us. I have innumer-
able clippings. I have not made any
study of this, Mr, President and fellow
Senators. T have clipped a few ideas,
editorials from papers that have come to
my notice as a casual reader since that
hearing. The New York Sun, on Feb. 14,
in a very strong editorial headed ¢Mili-
tary training in the Schools” says:
“Gratifying intelligence comes now from
Albany to the effect that a military
training camp for boys from 16 to 19 is to
be established next summer, in accord-
ance with the Slater-Welsh law. This is
reassuring to every lover of his country,
because its demonstrates that Governrr
‘Whitman, to whom the country is t--
debted for courageous initiation cf m’l'-
tary training in the public schools, has
not been at all intimidated by the threats
of those who assert that ‘thrrwine the
schools open to commnulsory training is
tightening the noose of conscrinti~n
around the neck of every adult mnale.’ ™
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And he goes on and says that ‘“our
American youth stand in imperative neel
of military training which alone may in-
culcate lessons of obedience, self-control,
disciplined initiative and efliciency in
team work.

The TPortland Press had a strong edi-
torial in favor of it. The Bangor Com-
mercial had a column editorial after our
hearing, and expressed wonder that it did
not meet with greater approval through-
out the State. Military training has just
been established at the Washington and
Jefferson College. As I read to your
honorable committee, “Keep your shirts
on” is on longer the rule at Harvard.
A couple of vears ago it was said there,
“Don’t get excited, don’t start in mili-
tary training.” But even now, President
T.owell himself has said to the boys,
“Take your shirts off if you want to and
go into military training,” and 1100 or
1200 of them down there have started.

You know the position that Presi-
dent Hyde takes upon it, and he said
that in preaching a sermon on Sunday,
not in an excited rally on prepared-
ness, where we can resolve, and hur-
rah when we see the American flag,
but in the chapel on Sunday, to his
boys who were physically fit to go into
the battalions at Bowdoin and train.
He said, “I will speak to you with all
solemnity and all calmness, there is no

need of excitement but here in the
calm and consecrated atmosphere of
the regular Sunday chapel service,

Bowdoin College now calls on every
student for consecration to the high-
est service of his country of which he
is capable.”

If it is important to have this train-
ing, it is important to have it in the

high schools, for some boys enter the
high school at 14 years of age, and
some enter college at 14, but boys

from sixteen to seventeen and eighteen
are in the high schools, and some are
in the fitting schools for the colleges,
and part of them are in the college it-
self. There is no reason, if it is ap-
plicable to the college, that many
hoys, if they are so situated that they
can get their training earlier, will be
advanced farther than those in the
country where 1 was unfortunate
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cnough to be and could not get fitted
for college until too late to get
through.

If it is important to have this train-
ing in one of these schools it is im-
portant to have it in others, for you
will find boys of all ages in them.

New York has a military training
commission. The grecat state of New
York thinks it of sufficient importance
to have a commission appointed, and
they think it important enough to get
cut a pamphlet. Everybody’s Maga-
zine devotes several pages each
number to military training.

In the city of New York, since our
hearing, 25 high schools have adopted
military training and they are still
flowing in. So that we have plenty of
precedents. We are notl alone, It is
not a case where Maine can lcad, not-
withstanding our State motto, for
many have led the way and are still
fleading. But I hope we will fall into
line. I believe it is important, and
that we will fall into line.

I have taken too much of your time,
Mr. President and fellow Senators, but
I thank you for your attention and
that vou have heard me for my cause.
The State of Maine—through you may
not bhe ready to receive this advanced

in

idea, but I hope you will recall our
motto “Dirigo” and deal with this
cause as we try to in other good
causes.

Should this idea not be adopted it

will not prove to my mind that it is not
right. There are distinguished prece-
dents—the world was not ready nine-
teen hundred years ago to listen to the
message of the gentle prophet to, the
shepherds who kept their flocks on the
hills of QGalilee, but though rejected
and crucified, His message was good
and though spurned at the time it has
cver gained force and momentum un-
til like a tidal wave it has overflowed
and inundated a listening world; the
abolition of slavery was at first re-
garded as the vaporing of visionary
and unbalanced minds, but the seed
was good and though much of it fell
on stony ground, some fell in the fer-
tile land and increased so many hun-
dred fold that it came to be the na-
tional idea and a living reality. In
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my short life I remember when a dis-
tinguished gentleman from my own
county had the temerity in yonder
house to speak in favor of woman's
suffrage, then he and his subject was
regarded as a joke and he was not
only almost laughed out of the house,
but out of Augusta for his stand, and
in derision a bouquet as big as a
bushel basket was placed on his desk,
and yet you have seen that same idea
which was then laughed to scorn and
buftfeted on the sea of ridicule, at this
very session of the Legislature adopt-
ed by a vote of 113 to 35 in that same
House, and unanimously by this hon-
orable Senate. And the fact that it
was received so many years ago with-
cut grace, made it no less a right
principle and one that we have now
adopted.

Mr. DPresident, it was Stephen A.
Douglas who in one of his debates
with President Lincoln said he did not
care whether slavery was voted up or
voted down, but I do care very much
about this question and wish I were
so gifted with oratory, yea, with
tongues of fire that I might cause each
Senator within this chamber to see this
matter in the light and importance that
I see it and vote it up and not down,
and thereby as I believe most firmly
confer upon the boyhood of Maine a
benefit of incalculable value.

Personally, it will not affect me. 1
have no boys of high school age, 1
regret to say. The only one 1 have
is about to receive a commission in
the regular army, where, if he profits
by the teachings of a good mother, and
follows the family tradition of a
great, great grandfather, who though
shot down and crippled at Bunker Hill,
survived to march with the Minute Men
of New Hampshire across his native
state to fight again with Stark at Ben-
nington, will do his duty modestly and
well, and who I pray, as did the ancient
Greeks, will return with his shield or
upon it. While as T say, I have no di-
rect personal interest, T am keenly in-
terested in all the boys of Maine who
in a few short years, too few, will be
filling your honorable position, Mr,
President, and Fellow Senators. I am
keenly alive to their needs and would
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like to contribute my mite to their fu-
ture welfare. I pride myself on the
warm friendship of a large number of
boys at Bar Harbor, and I have al-
ways kept the gray hairs out of my
heart though they have crept into my
head. I have kept in touch with their
sports, their track-meets, base ball
and foot-ball games, and I think I can
put myself into a boy’s place to the
extent of seeing with what zest he
would take to this training game. And
the great key-note of the Wyoming
Plan is the “game.” The events are
nothing more or less than ‘“track
meets” with different “events” and the
greatest single advantage presented to
my mind is that under the training
game every boy takes part, whereas in
school sports, as at present constitut-
ed, only the few stars are participants.
The smart athletic fellows get all the
bouquets. The poor fellow who from
physical unfitness, not from courage or
lack of it, but from physical unfitness
can’t measure up to the other boys,
he is set on the side lines. But if
you made it compulsory—I would just
as leave you would lave out the word
“compulsory,” Mr. President—if you
make it voluntary and let the boys
know that they are under the care of
the State and that the State approves
of it, T will risk but what you will
get every boy there is in the high
school; if you make it voluntary there
won’t be any boys on the gide lines
when it comes to a military training.

I want to close by quoting the view
of a school-man and not that of the
military man. I have got just four
minutes, Mr. President and Senators.
(Laughter.) When T was in the third
house, Mr. Smith at the other end of
the building, was speaking against
time and watching the clock. He got
down to 12 minutes of 12 and he
said, “I have just 12 minutes more to
speak the rest of my speech,” and I
have just four minutes more. I want
to close with the word of a great
educational journal, the Journal of Ed-~
ucation, by Charles L. Pepper, agent
of the Massachusetts State Board of
Education, and he says: “Lest some-
body should be fearful of this word
‘military’ at the present time, mili-
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tary training in those schools which
have undertaken it at all generally
consists of drill in close formation,
manual of arms and more or less set-
ting up exercises. That is the same
form of training that the new recruit
receives when he enters the armory
for the first time after joining the
militia, and its advantages are these:
Good set-up, knowledge of arms, inter-
est in school affairs, experience in
control, improvement in carriage, self-
control, wcatness, team work and
gchool spirit. Now if it only accom-
plishes two or three of those things,
it is a wise move, Mr. Chairman and
gentlemen, if we adopt it into our
schools.”  And in conclusion, he says,
“let us hope that by a modified course
of military-physical training (hyphen-
ated) we may so build up our youth
mentally and physically into loyal,
healthy, self-reliant and resourceful
young men that they will be the pride
of the state and the country.”

Mr. President, T would suggest—I
have got two motre minutes—I would

suggest that 1 have an amendment
which T think might meet with the
approval of all and take the objec-

tionahle feature out; my amendment
would be to make it purely voluntary.,
Then recommit this bill to the commit-
tee on education, if they would accept
the spirit and have it in his way, adda
clause making it in the nature, if you
please, of a referendum, that this bill
shall only Dbecome effective in those
schools where the local school board
vote to introduce it, and with that feat-
ure in it, making a referendum to any
school so that it cannot be counsidered
compulsory unless the school votes to
introduce it, T think the objectionable
feature must be largely removed from
it.

I thark you, Mr. President and fel-
low Senators, for your attention. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. DEERING of York: Mr. President,
T understood that the senator from Ilan-
cock, Senator Wood, desired to make an
amendment to his bill and then recom-
mit it to the committee, but he had made
the motion that the bill be substituted for
the report. Tn the earnestness of his
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speech he has forgotten that motion,
and perhaps he wishes to withdraw that
motion at this time?

Mr. WOOD: Mr. President, I did not
forget that. I make that last statement
in the way of a suggestion. T had sug-
gested before to the Honorable Chairman
of the committee that I might like to re-
fer the bill back to the committee, but
he at that time thought there was some
doubt about his wanting to stand for the
principle of the bill, and 1 did not oifer
to refer it back.

My criginal nmotion is to substitute the
Bbill for the report, but with the explana-
tion that if that is to be done I wish to
make this amendment.

Mr. WALKER of Somerget: Mr. Presi-
dent, it seems \n'ecesszlriy that some one
say a word, at least, in relation to ths
hearing on this bill before the commlittee
cn education.

I had supposed that it was entirely fair
to the proponents, at least. If any party
had reason to complain in the hearing
it would be the opponents to the measure.

As I remember, we commenced our
hearing about 4 o’clock in the afternoon
and continued it unti\l nearly 7. The sen-
ator from Hancock, conducted the hear-
the proponents. He was very
gentlemanly. IIe was very earnest. He
presented his case admirably ,anda he
used nearly one-half of the time which
was allotted to both gides. After he had
presented his case—captains and colonels
and other titled officers spoke for the
proposition, until the hour was getting
late. Then the opponents presented
their side of the case, and they were con-
tinually interrupted by the proponents.

One of the reasons which the propo-
nents gave for the passage of this bill
was obedience. Your committee had
fixed a time limit for eacn side. The pro-
ponents continually interfered with the
opponents until it became necessary for
the chairman of the committee on edu-
cation, good-naturedly, to ask them Jir
they had ever learned to obey orders.

Now so far as continuing this hearing
is concerned, no one asked for its continu-
uance. The committee would have been
very glad to have continued the hearing
to another day had the proponents stated

ing for
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to them that they had not had an op-
portunity to present their case. But in
as much as no request was made to the
committee on education, no continuarce
was given. .

Just a word more in relation to the
hearing. The senator from Hancock,
Senator Wood, referred to several Jones’s
that appeared before the committee on

education. HKvery Jones that appearel
before that committee was a stranger o
me. One gentleman said he was the
pastor of the Quaker church, and the

other said he was the principle of Ouak
Grove Seminary at Vassalboro. As I
read my history, Mr. President, there
have been Quakers in this couniry al-
most since its discovery. 1 remember
reading of William Penn, a man who ha:l
so much brotherly love that he was able
through kindness, and because of th»
principles in which he believed, to exert
more influence on the Indians in that sec-
tion of the country than scores of com-
panies or even regiments of soldiers. FHis
name lives, and will live forever.

I do not think it fair for any member
of this Senate, however distinguished.
however honorable he may be, to unjust-
ly criticize any man who believes that he
is doing his duty. And T would say to
you, Mr. President, that the Jones’s who
appeared before the committee on educa-
tion, were gentlemanly in every respect,
and this attack on this good man does
not appeal to me.

I will briefly give some of the reasons
which actuated the minds of your com-
mittee for reporting unanimously ought
not to pass on this bill.

The paramount objection to this bill
is the principle that is involved. The
contention is that the public school is
not the legitimate channel through
which to provide for the defense of the
nation, this appearing to he the object
and rurpose of the bill. The opposition
takes the ground that the national de-
fense is a federal governmental func-
tion. so declared by the preamble of
our federal constitution, and should he
so provided for under the federal mil-
itary arm of the government. The na-
tional defense is not, and hy the verv
nature of the cace cannot he. the fure.
tion of the public school. True, the
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public school forms a convenient in-
strument to seize upon to this end, but
Just as soon as it is so seized upon its
aeclared functions are perverted. it
such an instituticn scems necessary for
the proper oilicering and manning &
uational army, much better that it be
done through regular schools for that

purpose, sufficient in number and
equipment under the United States
government as recommended to Con-

gress by Secretary of VWar, Newton D.
Baker.

Wwar ig a man’s job., The overwhelm-
ing testimony of Ainerican educatoers,
ol prcminent physical trainers, and of
army experts is to the eifect that for
physical developement the recognized
school sports and training classes are
far preferable to that of military train-
ing. Furthermcre, the testimnony of
army experts goes to show that wherce
such military training is so given it
does little towards preparing the youth
for actual soldicring, except in the hu-
morous sense of that word. Much is
claimed in the way of erect carriage,
a high sense of honor, and prompt
obedience from such tramning by those
who advocate the system; yet in actual
practice, unless very thoroughly done,
directly the reverse is true. Lax mil-
itary training receives the boy’s right-
cous scorn. Rigid military tramung
arouses his resentment. Moreover,
when once tinged with the mind of the
seldier the boy becomes much harder
to teach and manage in his other
branches of study.

To require the school Loy, and none
other, to train for the national defense
ig clags legislation. The High school
oy represents about 10 per centum
of the boys of his age of the nation. If
sitich training is good for him, and is
to be required of him, it should be re-
quired of all.

Due to the advancing requirements
of the colleges, the technical, and the
professional schools the High school
program ig already taxed to its very
limit. The strain upon the American
vouth in this regard is intense, evinc-
ing itself in the marked increase of
poor eyesight and nerveous disorders.
To add compulcory military training
would further burden the program and
increase the strain. In this connectlon
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a potent fact should be mentioned.
Where the public interests demand
specialized training along particular
lines, such as vocational subjects spec-
ial provision is made for their proper
instruction. This certainly should hold
true with so important an element as
military training. The proper place
for it is the specialized school.

The opposition to this Dbill not only
contends that compulsory military
training is not the function of the pub-
lic school, but it also contends that for
America today compulsory military
training for the school boy is not es-
sential to the national defense, and in
conseguence sheould not be forced upon
that institution. No amount of argw-
ially, physically, and numerically Am-
erica is able to defend itself azainst all
likely combinations that are likely to
come against her without calling to the
colors trose who are in our High and
eraded schools. True, enlistmeants to
the regular army of recent vears have
heen very small. But there has been
no imperative national need. Our
people are by nature peace loving, bus-
ily eneaged in bhuilding up a mishty
Republic. Should the necessity of de-
fending that Repubhlic arise we know
full well that our nation would rise as
one man to its defense. The public
schonl bov would bhe no deciding factor
in that defense.

And finally, compulsory military
training in cur public schools would be
a positive, irreparabie psychological
wrong to the risinz genernation. Veneer
it as we may. “War is hell.,” The spirit
of war is the one element that todav
most seriously obstructs the construct-
ive develonement of society. To foster
it and fasten it upon the yvouth i% crim-
inal, in the licht of the future. 1t has
been the curse of Europe. It would be
the curse of Americn. The teaching of
temperance in the schools has heen a
forwsard step. The teaching of war
would be a backward one.

Havinz considered the princinle
volved in Senate bill number 88,
provisions of the bill should next
considered.

Section I provides that “On and after
Sentember 1, 1917, there shall be estab-
lished in all the public schools of the

in-
the
he

655

state of not less than High school
grade, a system or course in military
training.” What is to constitute this
“trairing” is mnot defined. All High
schools are included, without regard to
size, location, or adaptability. A spe-
cific and arbitrary date, irrespectiv= of
what day this may fall on or when
the schools are to open, is set. The
facts are that the conditions prescribed
by this bill could not be met. The time
for putting it into operation is too
short. Some High schools will not be
operating at that time. And some
schools could not provide for the pro-
posed course if they were open. Later
statistics will shew this last statement
to be true.

The opponents to the bill hold that
the period of “not less than fifteen
minutes of each school day” (summer
and winter) would be an unwarranted

tax on the present over crowded
school day. On the other hand the
testimony of the proponents ac-

knowledged that so short a period as
fifteen minutes of each school day
would be of little value as a piece of
practical military training.

Section 3 of the bill stands as a
elowing tribute to the ability of the
MMaine high school prineipal, vet
judging from their expression on the
hill many fail to appreciate the honor.
Were it possible for all of the 192
principals of this State, old and young,
men and women, married and single,
rich and poor to take the three months
of the coming summer at their own
exnense to so equip themselves for the
service called for, etill the expert
military testimony present at the hear-
ine advised against such a procedure,
knowing full well that it was impracti-
cable,

Furthermore, with conditions in the
State of Maine as they are today, the
henefits from the contemplated federal
aid are an almost negligible quantity.
Of the 192 High schools in Maine in
1914-15, 37 had less than ten boys en-
rolled, some having not more than
three or four boys. Here surely the
law would be unworkable. Seventy-
seven of these 192 schools had less
than 15 hoys, 127 schools had less than
95 boys, 154 schools had less than 40
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boys (the number necessary for fed-
eral aid in guns and ammunition), and
only nine schools had a hundred or
more boys.

Sections 5 and 6 of this bill place an
almost superhuman task upon the
State superintendent of schools. So
scattered are the smaller rural schools,
and in many cascs so inaccesgible are
they that during much of the winter it
would be next to impossible to reach
them with instructors, were such in-
structors avaiiable.

Since the avowed purpose of. this
bill seems to be for military training,
its executien should lie with the mili-
tary department rather than with the
department of education, as provided
for in Scction 7.

Section 8 of the bill provides for
dipping down into the “eighth and
ninth grades of grammar schools”

with the training when it might ap-
pear ‘“expedient.” One of the pro-
ponents called the attention of <he

committee to the impracticability of
such a measure. The fact stands self
evident that this section should be
stricken out.

The final wecakness of the bill is the
fact that it provides for no appro-
priation to carry its measures into ef-
fect. The State department of edu-
cation has no funds authorized for this
purpose. It is certain that the aver-
age High schocol board will have little
money to spend in  this line. Were
the opposition inclined to joke about
the matter they might suggest a “free
will offering.”

‘We believe the bill should be report-
ed unfavorably.

Will Irvin tells us in the Saturday
Evening Post of March 10th that the
art and science of warfare have
changed since the beginning of the
European War. Devices hitherto un-
known have been introduced; devices
believed obsolete for two centuries
have been revived improved and set to
new uses.

Of this new warfare the officers of
our army know ‘comparatively little in
theory and nothing whatever in prac-
tice. Not one of them, from the high-
est bureau chief to the latest graduate
of West Point has ever fired a gun at
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an aeroplane; has ever used a trench
mottar; has ever done hig part in that
gigantic co-ordination of artillery
Known as curtain fire. I’robably not
one ever dirccted, even in practice, a
gronade attack.

M. Irvin gives the following remark
by a Canadian officer: “When we got
to Fraince we thought we were more or
less finished. As a matter of fact, we
had to unlearn almost everything we
lcarned in our home preparation.
We've brought our system of training
up to date now; and it is basically
diffcrent from what it was in the au-
tumn of 1914.”

1{ our professional army experts
know 5o little about modern warfare,
what could we expect of our high
school principals.

Ay, HOLT of Cumberland:
President and Scnators, the military
problem, as you all know, is the upper-
most, the paramount problem today.
Faced with the probability of partici-
pation in the greatest war of history
it is esgential that we should take
stock ot our prescnt resources and
formulate some plan for the immedi-
ate situation.

Mr,

In order to get effectively prepﬁred I
think it has been shown that this is a
matter for the National Government, anil
that the system established by a plan
whereby each man serves under the
principle of equal obligation, is the
principle upon which we must rely if we
are to have adequate military defence.
That is the momentous choice today,
whether we shall once more experiment
with volunteers or whether we shall
change to a system based upon equal
obligations of all,

In Congress today there is a bill pend-
ing, introduced by Senator Chamberlain,
which provides for universal military
training, and provides for intensive train-
ing of six months for each youth, phy-
sically fit at nineteen years of age.

In the present situation we need a large
army, and Congress has that situation to
face as to how that army should be
raised. It would seem as though we
needed an army at the present time to be
trained immediately of a million men.
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We do not know how long the war will
last or what the eventuality will be, but
it seems that common prudence would
suggest the adoption of some plan by
which the army can be made a real na-
tional army, and that the only way to do
this is by applying the principle of uni-
versal liability to military service.

This present bill, inwroduced by the
senator from Iancock, Senator Wood,
provides for training in the public schools
of the State, in the high schools, What
relation has that to a general system of
training under the national government?
In the Chamberlain bill there is providea
a method whereby a man can have credit
for any preliminary training that he may
have received. That would be (A)
promptness, obedience and mental alort-
ness, and (B) personal hygiene, (C) man-
ual of arms, formation and execution of
drill regulations, familiarity with the rifle
and its uses. That is, this training in
the schools is simply a preliminary which
does not give adequate preparation, we
all know. It is something preliminary to
a training that will be really effcctive.

I believe, as the Senator from Iifancock
has said, that this training in itself is
beneficial to our young men, and that it
is conducive to the moral and physical
betterment of the young men, and that
in itself is worth having. But there is a

serious question whether the present
schools are in a position to give this
training at the present time. I believe

that this report should be resubmitted to
the committee on education, as the Sena-
tor suggested, so that they can provide
a means whereby some of the schools
that are able to handle this problem can
do so, and those not able to handle it
should not be forced into it. The train-
ing, I believe, must come under the Fed-
eral Government, but if we can give it
this time in some schools the oppor-
tunity for this preliminary training,
then boys who have been in the schools
can get credit for it on the training they
are required to take, should the Cham-
berlain bill become a law.

So that it seems to me at the present
time the best way to handle this pending
question is to have the report recommit-
ted and see if we cannot have it re-

SENATE, MARCH 20, 1917 657

ported in such shape that there will De
some schools that will be able to give this
training, so that the boys who have re-
ceived it can get credit later when at-
tending camp where universal training is
carried on.

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr.
President, do I wunderstand from the
remarks of the senator from Hancock,
Senator Wood, that he desires to
amend the bill as it is now before the
Senate?

Mr. WOOD: Mr. President, I do.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, do I
understand turther that one of those
amendments is to be that the word
“voluntary” is to be substituted for

“compulsory?”’

Mr, WOOD: Yes.

AMr, DAVIES: Mr., President, do I
further understand that the bill is to
be amended so as to make it optional
on the part of the schools in the vari-
cus towns whether the principle of
the bhill should be adopted or not?

AMr. WOOD: Yes.
Mr. DAVIES: Mr. President, then
under those circumstances, is there

any rcason for recommitting the bill to
the committee? We are getting toward
the latter part of the session, and it
seems to me we can very safely and
properly dispose of this bill here. If
Senator Wood would be kind enough
to prepare the amendment proposed
we can disnose of the hill at the pres-
ent time.

The PRESIDENT pro tem: If the
senator will pardon the Chair, I will
suggest that the matter be tabled until
tomorrow, when the proper amend-
ment can be prepared.

President, I
of the

Mr.
quite
Chair.

DAVIES: Mr.
coincide with the view

Mr.
draw

WOOD: Mr.
my previous

President, I with-
motion.

Mr. WALKER: Mr, President,
there seems to be a sentiment here
with the idea as expressed by Senater
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Wood. If carried into effect the best
way would be to refer the bill back to
the committee, and then the senator
can prepare his amendment, and this
being satisfactory to the Senate there
would be ample opportunity to exarn-
ine it. It secems to me that would be
the better way.

Mr. WOOD: I would say, Mr.
President, to the senator from Cura-
berland, that if we are to make this
veluntary it would rather seem to me
that several sections ought to be gone
over and changed slightly, and if re-
committed it would bhe the bhetter
method of reaching it, but I am not
insistent upon it in any way.

Mr., DAVIES: Mr., President, may I
vield, with your consent, to Senator
Ames, whom I think is on the com-
mittec on education and desires to bhe
heard.

Mr, AMES of Washington: Mr. Pres-
ident, T have but a few words to say on
this bill in regard to military training.

I drilled two years in the Englizh
Classical school in Providence. I was in
the National Guard for 10 years and was
captain when 1 left the company, ap-
pointed by Governor Hill. My sympathies
are with a liberal amount of company
drill, setting up exercises, in our public
schools. Bangor and Portland have mil-
itary darill as a part of the curriculum in
their High schools, and I approve of it,
but with the large number of rural High
schools with only a dozen or so boys, 1
think it would not be wise to make it
compulsory.

The principals are not prepared, and
with 20 or more female principals of ouar
High schools they are at a great disad-
vantage. I am in favor of military train-
ing, but sustain the report of the edu-
cational committee that this bill is not
practicable as it is written.

1 think it would be much preferable to
have it recommitted and have the cora-
pulsory part taken out, and the other
articles amended so that it would be a
workable bill. I would like to have Sen-
ator Davies give way to me and let us
take it up in the committee, have an ad-
equate amendment made and report it as
soon as possible.
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Mr. DAVIES: DMr. President, I am in
favor of what has been said by Senator
Ames and cthers and I would bhe very
glad to yield my ideas to theirs.

On motion by Mr. Ames the bill was ra-
committed to the committee on educa-
tion.

From the House: Resolve laying the
county taxes for the year 1917,

On motion by Mr. Merrill of Somerset
the rules were suspended, the rules read
twice and the resolve passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence.

Assigned for Today
S, D. 235, An Act to amend Sectiion 1
of Chapter 117 of the Revisel Statutes, re-
lating to stenographers of the supreme
judigcial court.
On motion by Mr.
tabled until tomorrow.

Wood of Hancock

Mr. BARTLETT of Kennebec: Mr.
I’resident, I have an order which I wish
to present and move its passasge.

I wish to say that it was the great good
fortune of a large number of the mempers
of our body to visit Portland and partake
of the magnificent hospitality of the ecit-
izens of that city, so ably seconded by
the members of the Senate and 1louse
from ¥Portland.

Nothing that could be
undone, and nothing was
that could be done for the
pleasure of our members.

I move the passage of this order.

done was left
left wundone
comfort or

The order:

Ordered, the House concurring, that
the thanks of the members of this Legis-
lature he expressed to the citizens »f
Portland, and to the members of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of that
city, for their courtesies and the splendia
entertalnment of the members of this
Legislature and guests at the great pre-
paredness meeting in Portland, TFriday,
March 16.

Passed and sent down for concurrence.

Mr. MARSHALL iwof Cumberlands
Mr. President, I ask that the rules be
suspended in order that T may introduce
an act, which is a special act, handed
to me since I came into this chamber
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It is An Act to legalize the doings of
the town of Windham, at the annual
meeting held March 5, 1917, and by

and by of explana-
tion I would say that in the opinion
of eminent counsel the failure of the
town to choose a moderator on the first
day, and then having an adjournment,
may causc trouble in all their town do-
ings for the present year. And in view
of the emergency that may arise they
asked me to introduce this bill.

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr.
President, I would ask the Senator
through you if the bill ratifies the do-
ing of the town?

the adjournment,

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.

The rules were suspended, the bill re-
ceived  and referred to the committee
on legal affairs.

Sent down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Ames of Washing-
ton, H. D. 104, An Act relating to muni-
cipal elections in the town of Mount
Desert, was taken from the table.

On further motion the Senate voted
to concur with the House and join a
committee of conference,
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The Chair appointed on such commit-
tee on the part of the Senate, Messrs.
Ames, Wood and Peterson.

On motion by Mr. Holt of Cumber-
land, the rules were suspended and that
Senator introduced Resolve proposing
an amendment to Article 7 of the Con-
stitution, relating to the military.

On further motion by the same Sena-
tor, the resolve was referred to the com-
mittee on military affairs and 1000 cop-
jes ordered printed.

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland: Mr.
President I move that we take from the
table S. D. 184, An Act to repeal Sec-
tion 27 of Chapter 51 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to returns of cash-
iers to the Secretary of State.

The motion was agreed to, and on
further motion by the same Senator,
the bill was given its second reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Marshall of Cum-
berland.

Adjourned.



