MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




LEGISLATIVE RECORD

OF THE

Seventy-LEighth Legislature

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

1917

AUGUSTA
KENNEBE C JOURNAL PRINT
1916



1414

HOUSE

Friday, April 6, 1917,

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Sisson of Is-
land Falls.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Senate papers disposed of in concur-
rence.

From the Senate: Ordered, the
House concurring, that the Commis-
sioners of inland fisheries and game
cause to be compiled in convenient
form the inland fish and game laws
and that not exceeding 20,000 copies be
printed for general distribution; and
the Governor is authorized to draw his
warrant for the payment of same on
the amount appropriated for the pur-
pose of operating the fish hatcheries
and feeding stations for fish, for the
protection of fish, game and birds and
for printing the report of the commis-
sioners of inland fisheries and game,
and other expenses incident to the ad-
ministration of the department of in-
land fisheries and game.

Came from the Senate
passed.

The House concurred in the passage
of the order.

read and

From the Senate: An Act to provide
for the recording of discharges of at-
tachments by registers of deeds. Came
from the Senate read twice under a
suspension of the rules, without refer-
ence to a committee and passed to bhe
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Brewster of Port-
land, the rules were suspended and the
bill was given its three several read-
ings and passed to be engrossed in
concurrence.

From the Senate: Resolve to provide
for the payment of telephone service
for members during the present ses-
sion of the Legislature.

Came from the Senate, read twice
under suspension of the rules and pass-
-ed to bhe engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
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land, the rules were suspended and
the resolve was given its two several
readings and passed to be engrossed
in concurrcrice,

From the Senate: An Act to secure
information relating to the yearly cut
of timber from the wild land town-
ships.

Came from the Senate, that body re-
considering its vote whereby the bill
was passel to be engrossed. Senate
Amendmen:s A and B were adopted
and the bill passed to be engrossed as
amended bty Senate Amendments A
and B.

In the House this bill was passed to
l:e enacted on April 2.

On moticon by Mr. Clason of Lisbon,
the House voted to reconsider its ac-
tion whereby bill, An Act to secure in-
formation rerlating to the yearly cut of
timber from the wild land townships
was passed to be enacted. On further
motion by the same gentleman, the
House voted to reconsider its action
whereby thr same bill was passed to
be engrossed,

The SPEARKER The Chair will read
Senate Amendment A to Senate Doc-
ument No. 208,

“Amend Senate Document 208 by in-
serting after the word ‘lands’ in the
third line of Section 1 the following:
‘which have been cruised and examin-
ed under the authority of the State
Board of Assessors for taxation pur-
poses.” ”’

The amendment was adopted in con-
currence.

The SPEAKER:
B is as follows:

Senate Amendment

“Amend Senate Document 208 by add-
ing at the end of Section 1, the fol-
lowing: ‘Such returns shall not be ac-
cessible to the public nor shall they
be deemed public records.”

iSenate Arendment BB was adopted in
concurrence, and the bill having had its
three seversl readings was passed to
be enerossed as amended by Senate
Amendment A and Senate Amendment
B in concurrence.

From the iSenate: Resolve in favor of
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the appointment of the Hydro-electric
investigating committee.

In the Senate this resolve was given
its two several readings and Senate
Amendment A was adopted. The resolve
passed to be engrossed as amended by
Senate Amendment A,

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er T would ask the Chair to read Sen-
ate Amendment A.

The SPHAKER: Of course the prop-
er procedure is to give the first read-
ing of the resolve and then the amend-
ment.

Mr. BAXTER: I was about to move,
Mr. Speaker, that the resolve be indefi-
nitely postponed but I did not know
what the Senate Amendment comprised.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest that the motion can just as well
be put after the first reading.

The rescolve then had its first reading.

“Senate Amendment A. The said com-
mittee shall have authority to summon
witnesses, administer oaths and pun-
ish for contempt.”” Adopted April fifth,

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, in mov-
ing to indefinitely postpone this resolve,
I want to explain to the House very
briefly the present situation, On Tues-
day the House passed an act creating
the Maine Water Power Commission.
That commission, if the act is passed

by the Senate, is to investigate the
whole hydro-electric situation in
Maine. It will have no other duties

to perform except this investigation.
Now this resolve appointing this leg-
islative committee seems to me to be
wholly inadequate. If you will look at
the resolve, you will see that five mem-
bers are to constitute this committee,
They are to hold four meetings in the
following cities: Portland, Lewiston,
Augusta and Bangor. The sum of $5000
is appropriated for the use of that com-
mittee. Now I cannot understand how
anybody could come to the conclusion
that this whole situation could be in-
vestigated, and the proper report made
thereon, after having had four meetings.
This perhaps is one of the largest ques-
tions in the State of Maine and deserves
most careful consideration,
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In the first place, the House has al-
ready passed the bill T refer to which
covers the main ground, and could not
consistently delegate these powers fto
another committee. In the second place,
I think if we had taken no action pre-
vious to this time, that this committee
would not be able to do the work., If
we are to have any investigation, it
should be a thorough one and not be
treated in a trivial manner.

In view of these facts, Mr. Speaker,
I move that this resolve be indefinitely
postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,
The motion prevailed.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, we have just passed two
amendments, Senate Amendment A and
Senate Amendment B, to Senate Docu-
ment No. 208, providing for the secur-
ing of information relating to the year-
1y cut of timber from wild land town-
ships, and so forth, also that such re-
turns shall not be accessible to the pub-
lic nor shall they be deemed public
records. I do not know just the pur-
pose of these amendn.ents, but if this
legislature is passing laws, for the pufr-
pose of getting information, and then
stating that the public has no right
to have access to it. I should want
some explanation. T move that these
amendments be tabled until the after-
noon session.

The SPEAKER: This bill has been
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Farrington, the
House voted to reconsider its action
whereby the bill was passed to be en-
grossed. On further motion by the
same gentleman, the House voted to
reconsider its action whereby it adopt-
ed Senate Amendment B. On further
motion by the same gentleman, the
House voted to non-concur in the adop-~
tion of Senate Amendment B. On further
motion by the same gentleman, the
House voted that Senate Bill 208 be
passed to be engrossel as amended by
Senate Amendment A in concurrence.

Mr. FLINT of Monson:
I move that we reconsider

Mr. Speaker.
the vote
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whereby we adopted Senate Amendment
A on Senate Document 208.

Mr. MERRILIL: of Gray: Mr. Speaker,
I would suggest that we indefinitely
postpone that bill if there is no wvalue
in it.

The SPEAKER: The Chair is of the
opinion that there is value in the bill
itself. The trouble is with the two
amendments that have been slipped on
to it.

On motion by Mr. Flint of Monson,
the House voted to reconsider its action
whereby Senate Document 208 was pass-
ed to be engrossed in concurrence as
amended by Senate Amendment A,

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the House voted to non-concur
in the adoption of Senate Amendment
A. On further motion by the same
gentleman, the House voted that Sen-
ate Amendment A be indefinitely post-
poned. On further motion by the same
gentleman, the House voted that Sen-
ate Document 208 be passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. WILSON of Portland: I rise to
inquire if the Chair will explain just
what has happened to this bill 208.

The SPEAKER: The Chair is very
willing. Senate Document 208 came
from the Senate passed to he engrossed
with two amendments, Senate Amend-
ment A and Senate Amendment B. The
House, after reconsidering its votes
whereby Senate Bill 208 had been pass-
ed to be enacted, reconsidered the vote
whereby the bill had been passed to be
engrossed, which brought 4t to the
amendable stage. Then the Chair read
two amendments, Senate Amendment A
and Senate Amendment B, and they
were adopted in concurrence. After-
wards certain members were of the op-
inion that the amendments should not
be adopted and both votes were recon-
sidered whereby the amendments were
adopted. The amendments were in-
definitely postponed and the bill pass-
ed to be engrossed.

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker, I
move that we insist on our former ac-
tion.

The SPEAKER: The Chair deems
that it is not necessary now.
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Mr. FARRINGTON: I think it is
necessary, Mr. Speaker, that we should
have that entered on the records and
that the peziprs go back to the Senate.
I make that motion.

The SPEAKER: Our former actiop
was the last action. The bill was passed
to be enacted

Mr. FARTINGTON: Mr, Speaker, we
have not reconsidered that vote in any
of these moijons.

The SPEAKER: The first recon-
sideration «©11 the part of the House
was the vol> whereby the bill was
passed to 1:2 enacted. That was our
first action in this matter, and our
next action we reconsidered the vote
whereby we passed the bill to be en-

grossed ard both amendments were
adopted, a1 afterwards all that was
uncone and both amendments were
rejected. Mow  the Dbill has  just

been passed to be engrossed without
the amendrments, the amendments hav-
ing besn iniefinitely postponed.

Mr., FARINIWNGTON: T move, Mr,
Speaker, th:t the matter lie on the
table and tlhat we proceed,

The SPIAKER: The matter is
practically c¢losed now, the Chair will
state. Of course by the last action the
bill was Dpassed to be engrossed in
non-concurrence and goes to the Sen-
ate; and as soon as the clerk writes
the transaction, we will be all ready to
proceed.

Mr. SAWYER of Madison: Mr.
Speaker, T would like the privilege of
considering out of order—

The SPHAKER: We cannot con-
sider anything out of order now be-
cause of the fact that it will facilitate
business more to take these reports
and get them on their way to the
hands of the printer. The clerk’s desk
is being overworked and any matter
taken up cut of order would only de-
lay matters further. Of course the
Chair at anv time will be glad to in-
terrupt the proceedings to accept a
conference zeport. That is always in
order.

¥rom thc Senate: Report of the
committee o1 salaries and fees “ought
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to pass” on An Act to amend Section
8 of Chapter 325 of the IP’rivate and
Special T.aws of 1897, fixing the salary
for the recorder of the municipal court
of Waterville, Scnate Doec. No. 404.

In the Senate, read and accepted,
bill read twice, Senate Amendment A
withdrawn, bhill passed to be engrossed,
second Senate Amendment A read and
adopted, bill passed to be engrossed
as amended by Senate Amendment A.

In the House, the report was accept-
ed in concurrence, the bhill was given
two several readings; on motion by
Mr., Barnes of Houlton, the rules were
suspendcd and the bill was given its
third reading; Senate Amendmont A
was read and adopted in concurrence,
and the BL:ill was passed to be engross-
ed as amended by Scnate Amendment
A In concurrence.

From the Senate: Nesolve authoriz-
ing the publication of automebile reg-
iztration.

In the Senate, House Amendment A
indefinitely postponed in non-concur-

rence and the resolve passed to be
engtrosged,
Mr., ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.

Speaker, will you read House Amend-
ment A?

The SPEAKER: House Amend-
ment A to House Document 701:

“In line two strike out the words
‘any person, firm or corporation to’
and insert in their place ‘all persons,
firms or corporations who will’ In
line four strike out the words ‘per-
son, firm or corporation’ and insert in
their place the words ‘persons, firms
or corporations.” In line eight strike
out the words ‘person, firm or corpo-
ration’ and insert in their place ‘per-
song, firms or corporations.” So that
the resolve shall read as follows:

‘Resolved, that the gsecretary of
State be and hereby is authorized to
make arrangements with some per-
song, firms or corporations who will
publish a list of the automobhile reg-
istrations in the State of Malne; said
persons, firins or corporations to pub-
lish a list cach month, said list to con-
tain the registration number, name of
the party to whom issued, residence,
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style of car, make of car and manu-
facturer’s number. The sald persons,
firms or corporations to pay for the
actual cost of furnishing said list by
the secretary of State. The price of
said list to the purchasers not to ex-
ceed 50 ceints per copy.”

This amendment as read was indefi-
nitely postponed in the Senate.

Mr. SPEIRS of Westbrook: Mr.
Speaker, this is a small matter, but
that hill was introduced by a firm from
Rhode Island and it gives them the
exclusive privilege of publishing a list
of the registered automobiles. Now if a
publisher in Maine or any other print-
er in Maine iwants to publish a list,
they wiil have to buy the privilege
from that concern. I move we adhere
to our former action.

The motion prevailed.

From the Senatc: An Act to amend
section 72, Chapter 82, of the Revised
Statutes, increasing the annual appro-
priation for the attorney general’s de-
partment.

In the Senate, bill read twice; Sen-
ate Amendmont A adopted and the
bill passed to be cngrossed as amend-

ed by Senate Amendment A,
Adr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, is the amendment simply a

change in the amount?

The SPEAKFER: The Chair is unable
to state until he reads it. The Chair
judges not.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the House voted to reconsider its
vote wherehy the bill, being House
Bill 694, was passed to be engrossed in
the House,

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read
the amendment. “Amend House Bill
694 by adding at the end of Section 72
the following: ‘The attorney general
shall at the request of any state de-
partment make or cause to be made
investigations in behalf of such depart-
ment and he shall also prosecute any
case to such an extent as may seem ad-
1isable, and the expense of such inves-
tigation and prosecution shall be charg-
ed to this appropriation so that as
amended Section 72 of said act shall
read as fellows ——
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Mr. BARNES: Mr., Speaker, if I may
interrupt, I move we accept Senate
Amendment A in concurrence.

The motion prevailed.

On further metion by the same gen-
tleman, the bili was passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence as amended by
Senate Amendment A.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Chapter 30, Section 55 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the amount ex-
pended by the insurance commissioner
investigating fires.

This bill comes from the Senate read
twice, Senate Amendment A adopted
and the bill passed to be engrossed as
amended by Senate Amendment A. In
the House it was passed to he engross-
ed.

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, the Housc voted to reconsider
its action whereby the hill, heing
House Doc. 395 was passed to be en-
grossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read
Senate Amendment A to House BIill
395. “Amend said bill by striking out
the words ‘fifteen hundred’ in the fifth
and sixth lines and inserting the words
‘two thousand’ so that said section
as amended shall read as follows:

‘Section 55. The insurance commis-
sioner may employ such clerks and as-
sistants, provide such blanks and incur
such expense, as may be necessary to
carry out his duties in investigating or
causing to be Investigated the origin
of fires and the inspection of buildings
and property, not to exceed two thou-
sand dollars and all bills and expenses
incurred shall be audited by the State
auditor.” ”’

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, the House voted to concur with
the Senate in the adoption of Senate
Amendment A and the bill was passed
to be engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment A.

From the Senate: An Act to require
certain vehicles to carry lights at night
and to control the glare of headlights.

In the Senate, Senate Amendment B
was adopted and the bill passed to be
engrossed as amended by Senate Amend-
ment B.

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, APRIL 6, 1917

This cowres from the Senate in the
form of a report of the committee on
ways and lridges, reporting “An Act
to require cirtain vehicles to carry
lights at night and to control the glare
of headlights” in new draft under same
title and that it ought to pass. The
report was read and accepted and sent
down for concurrence,

In the House the report was accepted
in concurrerce,

The SPEAKER: This bill has had
two readings in the Senate. Tt is prop-
erly in order to give it two readings
at the pres=2nt time and then to consider
the amendiment pending its third read-
ing.

Mr. SNOW of Mars Hill: I make a
motion to inlefinitely postpone the bill,

The bill was then given its first read-
ing.

The SPEAKER: Does the Chair un-
derstand the gentleman from Mars Hill

to move t. indefinitely postpone the
bill?
Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-

er, I wonder if the House understands
the amendment,

The SPEAXER: It has not been read.

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I wish
you would please read it and then I
would like to make a little statement.

The SPRAKKR: If the gentleman
from Mars Hill temporarily will with-
draw his motion, the bill will be given
its second reading.

The bill was then given
reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read
the amendment.

its second

“Amendment B to Senate Document
33.

“Senate LCocument No. 333, entitled
‘An Act to require certain vehicles to
carry lights at night and to control
the glare >f headlights’ 1is Thereby
amended by striking out all of Section
1 after the word ‘vehicle’ in line 7 and
inserting the following: ‘which is de-
signed to be propelled by hand, or any
vehicle designed for the transportation
of hay, straw, wood, lumber, stone, ma-
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chinery or other heavy freight, nor shall
it apply to any form of vehicle what-
soever while upon any bridge or high-
way where street lights are maintained
at a distance of 500 feet apart or less’,
s0 that said Section one as amended
shall read:

‘Section 1. Every vehicle on wheels,
whether stationary or in motion, on any
rublic way or bridge, shall have at-
tach2d to it a light or lights so dis-
played as to be visible from the front
and rear thereof during the period of
one hour after sunset to one hour be-
fore sunrise; provided, however, that
this act shall not apply to any vchicle
which is designed to be propelled by
hand, or any vehicle designed for the
transportation of hay, straw, wood,
lumber, stone, machinery or other heavy
freight, nor shall it apply to any form
of vehicle whatsoever while upon any
bridge or highway where street lights
are maintained at a distance of 500 feet
apart or less.

Also striking out all of Section 3
and putting in place thereof the follow-
ing:

‘Section 3. The Public Utilities Com-
mission shall prepare rules and regula-
tions from time to time governing the
use and operation of headlights on elec-
tric cars and lights on motor vehicles
used on public highways, and prescribe
penalties for violation thereof and may
from time to time alter, rescind or add
to any rules or regulations previously
made by it. The rules and regulations
of the commission and any changes
therein shall take effect when approved
by the Governor and Council and pub-
lished at least once in each daily news-
paper in the State.'”

Mr. CILLASOXN of Lishon: Mr. Speak-
er, T think, if it is amended, that
ought to he satisfactory to those who
are opposed to the bill in its original
form, as it applies now to light car-
ringes and light hitches, and those
arce the ones that are most difficult
for the man in the automobile to sec
on a night, especially when it is fog-
gy. Of course, the automobilists do
not objecet to having the glare taken
away from their lights; in return, it
secms to me as though the drivers of
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carriages ought to put on a small light
on front and behind. I move the adop-
tion of Senate Amendment “B” in
concurrence.

Mr. SNOW of Mars Hill: Mr. Speak-
er and Gentlemen of the House: I
would like to have your attention a
few minutes on this bill. A similar bill
has been before the last two IL.egisla-
tures. It first appeared I think four
vears ago. Then it appeared again two
ycars ago. 1 think it is an unwise
thing to pass a bill obliging the peo-
ple of the country to place or carry
lights on their wvehicles. It seems to
me to be an unfair bill

Ay,
Sneaker,
that specch up here,

BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr.
we cannot hear a word of
(Applause.)

The SPEARER: The Chair will
ask the gcentlemen behind the rail to

cither keep quiet or go out of the
rooim.  (Abplatse.)
M. SNOW of Mars Hill: (Contin-

uing) I suppose perhaps the object of
this bill is to prevent accidents be-
tween tcams and automobiles, but, if
the record is correct, there arc very
few accidents now at night. The most
of the accidents that happen bhetween
automobiles and teams or automobiles
and pedesirians happen through the
davs., I remember during the last year
of four accidents in my town, and
they were all during the daytime.

i think, it you require vehicles to
carry lights, vou would take away the
responsibility of the drivers of auto-
mobiles, and they will be carelcess,
moire g0 than they are now, at night.
There are a great many automobile
drivers who perhaps never have had
an accident, but there are a Ilot of
other irresponsible drivers who
scortech through our towns, not per-
haps at the rate of 150 miles an hour,
but they go fast and are a danger to
anyone who may be on the streets.
That class of people might, if you
placed lights on vehicles and took
away from them the responsibility,
rush through the country regardless
of what might be in the way.

Now there are a few states that
have a similar law or a law for lights
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on vehicles. Massachusetts has a law
very similar to the one drafted for
this T.egislature, but the provision in
Massachusetts makes exempt any ve-
hicle without expense to the applicant
from carrying lights for any period of
time, so that that does away with or
limits the number of vehicles which
might carry lights. New Jersey has
such a law, but it does not apply to
non-residents.

Now, gentlemen, we will take it, for
instance, in my country, along the
New Brunswick border. A great many
pcople come across the border to trade
with us and do business. Are you go-
ing to make those men criminals as
csoon as they pass the linz at night?

They are not obliged in their own
country to carry lights, but when
they come across the line, they are

criminals on the highway if they do
not carry lights under this bill.

Another provision in some of the laws
of the states is this, that if you are
away from home and you perchance have
not the lights on your wvehicle you are
allowed to travel to your destination
without breaking the law, but in this bill
you are not. The driver of the automo-
bile has just the same responsibility rest-
ing upon him though as he has in the
State of Maine today, because he does
not know when he is going 0 meet some-
one on the street whose light has been
extinguished in some way ard who is al-
lowed to go to his destination.

There are a number of states In the
Union which have no such law as this,
and they are progressive states four and
five times larger in population than the
State of Maine, such as Ohio and Michi-
gan., In those two states they have no
such law. Kansas and the great state
of Misgsouri have no such law that I can
find. Wisconsin, Towa, Washington, In-
diana and others. If those states, hav-
ing so large a population and having so
many teams and so many men on the
streets and so many automobiles, have no
such law as this, isn’t it fair to assume
that they do not need it?

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I hope the
act will be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. BESSE of Clinton: Mr. Speaker
and Gentlemen of the House, T think this
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bill which is hefore us is a very important
bill and I Lope it will receive a passage,.
This commitiee considered this bill very
carefully. ike the bill better than I do
the amendrzent. I am not going to ob-
ject to the amendment. You have heard
the remarks from Bro. Snow that the
committee, when passing this bill, did not
have this Nill take effect outside of the
State of Maiae, and it was for this rea-
son, that we were afraid, if we did, that
Bro. Baxter would put an amendment
on it,

Mr. ALLI:N of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
1 would lik: to say a few words in refer-
ence to this matter and I hope that the
bill as an entire bill will not be indefi-
nitely postpcaed. Those of you who have
read this bil! know that it contains prac-
tically two «lasses. It refers first to the
headlights «f automobiles and trolley
lines—these large, high-power electric
lights which meet you so many times on
the streets and on the roads and biina
you. The other class is a class referring
to the liglits on small vehicles, small
hitches, so i pertains more to the coun-
try than to the city.

The question of the electric headlight
to every citv of this State is an impor-
tant matter. On the new highways, many
of which are very narrow, when these
high-powered cars with Thigh-powered
lights meet us, without any glare regula-
tion or anything to keep the light down,
it 1s almost an impossibility to pass them
safely or to realize what is behind any
one of those cars.

I need not go into instances where
acecidents have cccurred. We see them
in the larcer cities every day. But I
will say further that the regulation of
these lights is a matter for the Pub-
lie Utilities Commission to determine—
that is, what shall be best for the au-
tomobile driver and what shall be best
for the trolley line.

For these reasons I hope that this
part of the bill in some form may be
aaved to nrotect myself at least as one
driver of an automobile from other
owners and reckless drivers whom we
meet everv day on the hichways of the
State of Maine. (Applause)

Mr. MESERVE of Naples: Mr.
Speaker, this Legislature has a pretty
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good and brilliant record for the stag-
ing of farces and comic operas, and
this adds but ancther to their brilliant
list. If you want to make criminals out
of every man, woman and child in the
State of Maine, pass this bill; if you
do not, indefinitely postpone it. (Ap-
plause)

Mr. MERRILL of Gray: Mr. Speaker,
1 hope this bill will be indefinitely post-
poned. The dimmers on the automobiles
are all right. I drive an automobile and
I drive all kinds of light rigs. I wish
that something might be preserved in
regard to the dimmers of automeobiles.

Mr. Allen: Mr. Speaker, would it be
in order to in scme way test the senti-
ment of this Fiouse on this hill before
taking final action, in order that, if it
should be adverse, the bill might he
tabled so that an amendment might be
placed uvpon it to save the automohile
headlight situation?

The SPRAKFER: The Chair will rec-
ognize the gentleman from Houlton,
who asks permission by unanimous
consent to introduce several war mens-
ures out of order. If it is a vote, that
this motion prevail, the proceedings on
this bill will be interrupted until that
time. The Chair wishes to read a tel-
egram just handed up by the Press.
“Attempt to blow up the railroad
bridege between Waterville and Benton.
Dynamite bhomb with burning fuse
dropped from freight train. Crew saw
it and threw it toward the river, but
bombh exploded hefore striking the riv-
er and blew a hole in the river bank.”

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, unanimous consent was given and
that gentleman introduced out of or-
der, An Act to provide for the sup-
port of families of wvolunteers.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, when
the proper time comes, I shall move
that the other resolve put in the oth-
er dav be indefinitely postponed and
that this be put in its place for the
benefit of the people in Augusta.

On further motion by Mr. Rounds of
Portland, the bill was given its three
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will sim-
ply state that if it is the wish of the
House, these bills will be read and pre-
sented. The Chair will state, however,
that these measures have been pre-
pared by the Governor and Council, by
the military committee and by the Ad-
jutant General’s Department, and so far
as the Chair knows, every one who is
interested and has to do with that arm
of the State’s service. The Chair is
making the suggestion that if the ma-
jority feels as the Chair does, we are
willing to leave it to them and take
these bills on their recommendation. If
such is the case, unless some one wants
the bills read, we will omit that part
of it.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton:
er, I prezent an emergency
vide State pay for soldiers and sailors
in the volunteer service of the United
States, I will say that this will in-
crease the pay of the enlisted men in
the military or naval service to $25 a
month wuntil such time as the Federal

Mr. Speak-
act to pro-

Government increases the pay to that
amount.
On motion by Mr. Barnes, the bill

was reccived under suspension of the
rules and given its three readings and
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I offer now An Act to provide for
the organization of the Home Guard
during the continuance of the war with
Germany. This provides for the enroll-
ment under the Governor as Chief Ex-
ecutive of men 35 years old or over
for service in the protection of prop-
erty and the maintenance of publie
peace,

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill was received under suspension
of the rules, given its three several
readings and passed to be engrossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speaks
er, I offer now An Act to provide for
the better defense of the State and
for the discharge of its duties toward
the National defense. This act provides
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that special constables, as many as may
be deemed necessary, may be sworn in
and prescribes their compensation; that
they shall have all powers throughout
the State of constable except the ser-
vice of civil processes, and have the
powers of police officers and watchmen.
The act further provides that the Gov-
ernor, when he shall find it necessary
and expedient for the purpose of bet-
ter securing the public safety, may take
possession of any personal property
within the State, and provides how the
owner may receive fair and just com-
pensation therefor,.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton
the bill was received under suspension
of the rules, had its three several read-
ings and was passed to he engrossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I offer An Act authorizing the tak-
ing of land for forts and other pur-
poses. This provides tliat the Gover-
nor, with the advice of the Council,
may take by purchase, leaze or deed
any real estate, and provides that it
may be ceded to the United States when
necessary; that the power granted is
limited to the first day of March, 1919,
after which time it shall cease.

On motion by Mr. Barnes, the rules
were suspended, the bill received its
three several readings and was passed
to be engrossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speaker,
T offer An Act to provide for the ap-
pointment of special deputy sheriffs.

On motion by Mr, Barnes the rules were
suspended, the bill received its three sev-
eral readings and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, T offer An Act in relation to suits in
court, the parties thereto being in the mil-
itary service of the United States or this
State. Tt in brief pfovides that any ac-
tion of contract or review in which an
enlisted man is plaintiff or defendant, the
case shall be continued during his ab-
gence from the State, and that the stat-
ute of limitations shall not run agalnst
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him in such action, and that there may
be an exempiion of his personal estate up
to the amount of $1000, subsequent to his
enlistment, ‘o come in without costs to
either party, the exemption from attach-
ment not applying to any attachments
that are of record prior to the date of
enlistment.

On motion »y Mr. Barnes the rules were
suspended, the bill had its three several
readings and was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will call

attention to the fact that several of
these measures carry the emergency
clause, and the Chair does not need to

remind the members that in the case of
such stress as this it is the duty of every
member to be in his seat when these
emergency measures are brought up.
They will probably be back here tomor-
row morning after being engrossed to-
night. Tt tokes 101 votes to pass them.

The Chair will now take up the matter
which was Tafore the House prior to the
interruption, the motion of the gentle-
man from T.sbon, Mr. Clason, that Sen-
ate Amendriznt B be adopted.

A viva voce vote being taken,

Senate Amendment B was adopted.

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, I move that this bill as amended be
indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is on the motion of the gentle-
man from DPortland, Mr. Wilson, who
moves that the bill ag amended be indefl-
nitely postponed. You are voting on the
indefinite postponement of this bill when
you vote yes.

A division of the House being had,

Fifty voted in the affirmative and 53 in
the negative and the motion was lost.

"he SPEAKFER: This bill having had
its three soveral readings, is it the
pleasure of the House that it be pass-
ed to be enpgrossed?

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I offer
House Amendment A.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read
House Amendment A.
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“House Amendment A to Senate
Document 333. Amend said document
by adding thereto the following: ‘Pro-
vided, that no action for damages re-
sulting from a collision between any
unlighted vehicle and an automobile
during the hours from one hour after
sunset to one hour before sunrise shall
be maintained.””

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the amendment
be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKFER: The question is on
the adoption of the amendment. Those
who are in favor of the adoption of the
amendment as read will say aye, those
opposed will say no.

A viva voce vote being had,

The amendment was rejected, and
the bill was passed to be engrossed as
amended by Senate Amendment B.

Mr. BUZZELIL or Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, at this time I would like to
ask unanimous consent of the House
to make a statement. It seems that
there is a little lull in the business or-
der of the day, and perhaps it would
be very ftitting for me to make a few
remarks at this time. We are now fac-
ing a tremendous national crisis, and
the other day, as a token of our friend-
ship toward the Speaker of this House,
we took some action. I understand that
in past vears it has been a custom
to zo still farther than that. Here are
some 150 persons assembled together
in this House of Representatives, and
prohahly never again shall we all mect
under these ccnditions here or any-
where else. Our stay in Augusta has
been made most pleasant this winter
by reason of the efforts of our Speak-
er’'s wife: and, as a token of our es-
teem and friendship toward her, I now
take pleasure in presenting her with
this little token. (Passing Mrs. Bon-
ney a beautiful jeweled pendant.) (Ap-
plause)

Mrs. BRONNEY: (The House rising).
I wish to thank you, gentlemen. T feel

that T have decne nothing to deserve
vour remembrance,

The SPEAKER: There is nothing
like being able to say the last word in
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a family mixup of this kind. (Ap-
plause.) You know I said the other day
when you gave me the watch that it
was the first thing I had ever had giv-
en me that I did not deserve, but that
was not exactly the truth. The other
was when I got the madam. (Applause)

From the Senate: Majority and
minority reports from the committee
on mercantile affairs and insurance,
to which was referred bill, entitled
“An Act relating to the construction
of chimneys,” majority reporting
“ought not to pass,” and minority re-
porting ‘“ought to pass.” This comes
from the Senate, the minority report
accepted in that body.

On motion by Mr. Wilson of Port-
land, the House non-concurred in the
adoption of the minority report, and
adopted the majority report in non-
concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act to pro-
vide for conducting scientific investi-
gation bearing upon the agriculture of
Aroostook county. This comes from
the Senate with Senate Amendment A
adopted and passed to be engrossed.
In the House rcad three times and
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the House voted to reconsider its
action whereby the bill was passed to
be engrossed.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, Senate Amendment A was
adopted in concurrence and the bill
was passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed hy Senate Amendment A,

From the Scnate: An Act to improve
the public highways of Maine by reg-
ulating the width of tires upon wagons
and carts, carrying hecavy loads.

In the House this bhill was passed
to he engrossed.

In the Senate indefinitely postponed
in non-concurrence.

Mr., FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speak-
er, I move we recede and concur with
the Senate in its indefinite postpone-
ment.

Mr. BESSE of Clinton: I hope, Mr.
Speaker, the motion will not prevail.
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A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had.

Thirty-one voting in the affirmative
and 37 in the negative, the motion to
recede and concur with the Senate in
indefinite postponement was lost.

On motion by Mr., Barnes of Houl-
ton, the House voted to insist and ask
for a committee of conference,

The Chair appointed as such com-
mittee of conference Messrs, Besse of
Clinton, Barnes of Houlton and Far-
rington of Augusta.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Chapter 117, Section 18 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to the insur-
ance department.

In the House it was indefinitely
postponed and comes from the Sen-
ate passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon the
House voted to adhere to its former ac-
tion,

From the Senate. An Act to establish
the farm lands loan commissioners of
Maine and to authorize the investment of
certain moneys now on deposit in the
State treasury known as the reserved
land fund.

In the House this -was passed to ne
engrossed. Comes from the Senate indefi-
nitely postponed in non-concurrence.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speaker,
from information I have from gentlemen
in the Senate, I feel that that is an error
or oversight. I move that ths House in-
sist and ask for a commitree of confer-
ence.

The motion was agreed to.

The Chair appointed as such commit-
tee Messrs. Farrington of Augusta,
Barnes of Houlton and Gurney of Port-
land.

From the Senate: Resolve proposing
an amendment to the constitution relative
to the authority of the Legislature to im-
pose taxes.

Comes from the Senate referred to the
next Legislature.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Portland the
House voted to concur with the Senate
in referring the matter to the next Leg-
islature.
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From the Senate: An Act relative to
the hours of labor of employes and street
railway condictors.

In the Housre the report B was accepted
and the bill -was given its three readings
and passed tc be engrossed. In the Senate
report A was adopted in non-concurrence.
The House adopted the report ‘“‘ought to
pass’ and Senate report A was “not to
pass’” in non-concurrence.

On motion »y Mr. Descoteaux of Bidde-
ford the House voted to adhere to its for-
mer action.

From the Senate: An Act relating to
the compensation of judges of probate.

The House insisted on its action, which
was to adopt the report and ask for a
committee of conference. The Senate re-
fused and adhered to its former action,
which was 1o adopt the report ‘“ought
not to pass.”’

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Portlanil
the House voted to adhere to its former
action.

Mr. HALI: of Wilton: Mr. Speaker, I
have a confcrence report that I wish to
present out of order, as follows:

The committee of conference appointed
on House Bill No. 704, An Act repealing
Paragraph 6, Section 6, Chapter 10 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to the exemp-
tion of certain live stock from taxation.

The SPEAKER: The report is rather
long embodying practically a new draft.
It is a unanimous report, and unless the
House insists, the Chair will not read it.

Mr. HALYL: Mr. Speaker, T can explain
in a very few words the substance of this
report. The act relates to the exemption
of live stock, and the conference commit-
tee reports that all mules and horses un-
der six months old, all sheep to the num-
ber of 35 and swine to the number of 10
and neat stock under age of 18 months
should be exempt.

The report was accepted and on motion
by Mr. Hall of Wilton, under suspension
of the rules, the bill had its three several
readings and was passed to be engrossed.

Trom the Senate: An Act to amend
Section 43 of Chapter 117 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the salary of the
register of deeds for Kennebec county.
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In the House the minority report
“ought to pass” was accepted. In the
Senate the majority report “ought not to
pass’ was accepted in non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr, Farrington of Au-
gusta, the House voted to insist and
ask for a committee of conference.

The Chair appointed as such commit-
tee Mesgsrs. Farrington of Augusta,
Fletcher of Kennebunkport and Lenfest
of Manchester.

From the Senate: An Act to create
a commission of sea and shore fisher-
ies, majority and minority reports, The
Committee on Sea and Shore Fisheries
to which was referred bill, entitled “An
Act to create a Commission of Sea and
Shore Fisheries” have had the same un-
der consideration and ask leave to report
that the same ‘‘ought to pass,” sign-
ed Butler, Harman and Goldthwait. Ma-
jority report on same subject matter,
reporting “ought to pass,” signed by the
other members of the same committee.
In the Senate this report was accepted
and sent down for concurrence with
Senate Amendment A adopted, bill read
twice and passed to be engrossed.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven:
that the bill lie on the table.

The SPEAKER: Is the House going
to permit anything to be tabled to-
day?

I move

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: May
I ask through the Chair when the gen-
tleman from Vinalhaven, Mr. Boman,
proposes to take this up if it is tabled?

Mr. BOMAN: Either this afternoon
or tomorrow—anytime,

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker, I
would have no objection to its being
tabled until this afternoon, but I should
object to any further postponement
of it.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion to table was lost.

Mr. NEWCOMB of iScarboro: Mr.
Speaker, I move that we accept the ma-
Jority report and proceed with the sev-
eral readings in concurrence.

The motion was agreed to.
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Mr. BOMAN: Mr. Speaker and gen-~
tlemen of the House:

The SPEAKER: There is no motion
before the House. Has the gentleman
from Vinalhaven any motion to make?

Mr. BOMAN: I move that we do not
accept the majority report.

The SPEAKER: The majority report
has already been accepted.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: I will give
notice, Mr. Speaker, that I want to re-
consider the matter tomorrow.

Mr. NEWCOMB: Mr. Speaker, Wwe
have had under consideration about all
the gession this lobster matter before
the sea and shore commission. We have
had a bill introduced here that has
bheen killed—the double gauge measure—

The SPEAKER: What is the gentle-
nian’s motion? The Chair is only in-
terested in getting the business done
and there is no motion before the
House.

Mr. MURRAY: Mr. Speaker, my only
reason for giving the notice I did that
if the gentleman wanted to have that
bill tabled until this afternoon, it seems
to me only fair that he should have it
done, If it can be tabled until this aft-
ernoon, I will withdraw my notice.

Mr. BOMAN: Mr. Speaker, I wish to
know what motion I would have to
make in order to make some remarks
in regard to this bill.

The SPEAKER: The Chair is unable
to understand the gentleman from Vi-
nalhaven.

Mr. BOMAN: I asked, Mr. Speaker,
what motion it is necessary to make in
order to Dbe permitted to make some
remarks in regard to this bill?

The SPEAKER: If the gentleman is
making a parliamentary inquiry, he could
move to indefinitely postpone. Almost
any motion would be in order. The
Chair will entertain a motion to table
ageain,

Mr. BOMAN: Mr. Speaker, 1 move
that the bill be indefinitely postponed
and I wish to make some remarks in
regard to this bill. T hardly think that
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there are half a dozen men in  this
House who know the provisions of this
bill. This bill has remained until the
latter part of the session. 1 have been
in my seat every day of the session.
Some of you have not been here more
than two-thirds of the time, but now
you are in a hurry to go home. I am
in a hurry to go home, but I do not
think a question of such importance
as this should be hurried through with-
out men knowing what they are voting
upon. :

I wish, gentlemen, that you would
look at Section 6, which I will read
with your permission. Section 6 pro-
vides: ‘“‘Commissioners may at any
time be removed from office for cause
by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Council after notice and
hearing.” T wish, gentlemen, that you
would look at this bill. Section 7 pro-
vides: “The commission shall appoint
a director of sea and shore fisheries
and the first director appointed shall
be the present commissioner of sea
and shore fisheries, who may bhe re-
moved by them at their pleasure.”
Just mark that, gentlemen ‘“at their
pleasure.” I would like to know why
the rest of the sea and shore fisheries
should not have an equal chance with
the commissiorers themselves. “Re-

moved by the Governor with consent
of the Council.”

The director of sea and shore fisherles
shall be removed at the pleasure of the
commissioners.

Now, gentlemen, I ask
you if that is fair and square? What is
the reason for this distinction? I know

what it is and some of vou gentlemen
know what it is. T ask you, gentlemen,
if you think it is fair to bring such 2
measure as that intc this House the last
ininute of the session?

When 1 was elected a member of this
House I was not elected for any particu-
lar time. I was elected to come and stav
until the business was done right to the
satisfaction of everybody. If any of you
gentlemen should be asked how long yon
were willing to stay here you would say,
“T will stay as long as you want me %o
stay.” I am willing to stay until every-
thing is finished as it should be.

Now, gentlemen, T refer you to Section
8, 18th line, and thiz refers to the com-
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missioners: ‘‘They shall have authority
to make rules and regulations governing
the time, manner and conditions of tak-
ing fish, shell-fish and lobsters and may
declare a close time on Such varieties
and in such Ilocalities as they may deter-
mine.”” Now, gentlemen, I ask you if there
should be appointed any three men to
close up any section of the State for fish-
in? Too much power, gentlemen, I claim.

I do not helieve, gentlemen, that you
have read this bill. This bill came in yes-
terday first, and some of the gentlemen
did not even know that it was in. You
have abolished the commission of inlana
fish and game and in its place created a
commissioner, one man, carrying with it
an appropriation of $103,700. Now you
go to work znd create a commission of
three men to spend $27,000 and one half
of that will be expended for salaries.
‘What have ycu left for the department?

I claim, gentiemen, it is an unjust
bill, and I hope the gentlemen will see
through it and vote it down.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion ¢f the gentleman from Vi-
nalhaven, that the bill be indefinitely
postponed.

Mr. NEWIOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaxer, we have voted down the
double gauge law because it was not
cousidered a protection to the lobster
fishermen. The Governor has agreed
in his Budget to give the committee on
sea and shore fisheries $10,000, but he
has usked for a commission of sea and
¢hore fisheries. He has told us that if
he could have this commission estab-
I1shed, as this bill proposes, he woula
zuaruntee that the sea and shore fish-
eries commission should have money
to protect the lohster industry in the
State of Maine. Perhaps many eastern
men do not realize how the lobster In-
dustry has become depleted in the
western part of the State. We who
come from the western part of the
State have tried to get some measure
through that would protect it; and this
is the only thing, as I understand it,
that the Governor will sanction, in or-
der to have enforcement of the lobster
law.

My friend from Vinalhaven (Mr. Bo-
man) says that this close time in sections



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—

in unjust. This close time provides that
the commissioner of sea and shore fisher-
jes shall have the power to close any lo-
cality where the lobster fishermen are
violating the law, as a last resort; and,
gentlemen of the House, your committee
on sea and shore fisheries, in consulta-
tion with your Governor, felt as though
this was the only protection that the lob-
ster has after these years of lax en-
forcement of the lobster law. I hope that
the motion of the gentleman from Vinal-
haven will not prevail, and that the
House will vote that this bill have its
several readings.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, one statement made by the gen-
tleman from Vinalhaven (Mr. Boman)
would seem to carry the inference that
this was a paid commission. It is not a
paid commission at all. It is a report of
the majority of the committee on sea and
shore fisheries, and 1 trust that the mo-
tion to indefinitely postpone will not pre-
vail.

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr.
Speaker, I think if permissible for me
to speak in behalf of the gentleman
from Vinalhaven, Mr. Boman, in reply
to the gentleman from Augusta (Mr.
Tarrington), that the idea he wishes to
convey is that you are abolishing one
commission and appointing another.
When I stood in my seat the other day and
asked the reason why, no reply was
forthcoming. What he wants to make
plain is the consistency of the act. I
ghall offer no objection, but I believe
1t my duty to stand up here and say at
this time that there ought to be a
sufficient explanation made of a mat-
ter when some one asks what is be-
hind it and that some one should have
knowledge enough of the bill to re-
ply, which was not done the other day.

Mr. HARMAN of Stonington: Mr.
Speaker, I signed the minority report.
There have been three new drafts of
this bill since this was drawn up and
a hearing had before the committee on
sea and shore fisheries. Xirst it was
agreed by certain members of the com-
mittee that this commission be com-
posed of four men. At another meet-
ing of the committee which followed,
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it was agreed by certain members of the
committee that this committee should
be composed of five members. Then
since I had a meeting with the com-
mittee it seemed a new draft had been
drawn and this commission now, ac-
cording to the new draft, is to be
composed of three men and a director.
I am opposed to a commission for
handling these departments. I believe
it will work out badly for the inter-
ests of the department of sea and shore
fisheries.

According to this bill, the director of
sea and shore fisheries—the man in
the same capacity as the present com-
missioner of sea and shore fisheries—
can be removed without hearing. I be-
lieve this will work out badly for the
interests of this department. You
cannot step out on the street and pick
up a man qualified to fill this respon-
sible position. A good man, a man who
is qualified to fill this office, would not
accept an office where he could be re-
moved by three men at their pleasure
without cause or hearing. Thercfore,
it would attract to the office the type
of men who would not be qualified
and would work out badly for the in-
terests of this department.

In the department of inland fish and
game, the commission has been
changed from threce members to one.
The departinent of inland fish and
game is a much larger department
than the department of sea and shore
fisheries. That department spends
around §100,000 a year and cmploys
several score of wardens; while the
department of sea and shore fisheries
under the present appropriation can-
not usually employ more than 10 or
15 wardens. The whole amount they
have to be expended in this depart-
ment is about $27,000, and a large part
of that will go to salaries. It seems to
me that one man ought to be big
cnough to handle a department of this
size. One man handles and has charge
of some of the great railroads. Great
corporations are handled by one man,
in fact ncarly all of the great busi-
ness enterprises of the country. Why
is it that they should ask for three to
handle this small department of sea
and shore fisheries? Mr. Speaker, T
trust that the motion of the gentle-
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man from Vinalhaven (Mr. Boman)
to indefinitely postpone will prevail.

Mr. HOLT of Gouldsboro: Mr., Speak-
er, 1 signed the majority report of
that committee. When that was put
up to me, I felt that we did not need
a commission to run the sea and shore
fisheries. The Governor recommended
$10,000 in his Budget to run that de-
partment. There is one thing certain
from the evidence you have heard in
this House, and that is that the sea
and shore fisheries department never
can be run in any worse shape than
it has been in years gone by. It was
put up to us that the Governor would
like some method of running that depart-
ment where there would be some club,
as you might call it, over the sea and
shore fisheries commission. There nev-
er has been up to the present time. The
commissioner is appointed for three
years and there is no possible way of
removing him until the three years
have expired. We have always had a
commissioner who allowed the fisher-

man to do as he pleased. There has
been a powerful lobby here this win-
ter, and where did it start? It has been

sent here by the dealer; there has been
no demand whatever from the fisher-
man,

The gentleman from Stonington (Mr.
Harman) says all large companies are
run by one man. I think you will find
that every corporation has a board of
directors; every bank has a board of
directors. Those directors appoint a
man, and I do not know of any reason
why that man cannot be discharged at
any time at the will of those directors.

‘We have spent a lot of time on this bill
and politics have been attempted to be
made out of it. I believe I suggested
four men on that commission and we
tried to get a unanimous report. The
Governor said: “If you put a commission-
er in there that I can have some power
over, you can have money enough to run
the department;’ but when we came to
get it all framed up there was a minority
report. There seemed to be three men
who were opposed to that commission.
‘We have worked out the best bill we
possibly could with those men on there,
and I would like to see it go through and
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tried out. It there is any possible way
that it can be any worse than it has been
I cannot imagine what it would be. I
believe that there can be three men ap-
pointed by the Governor and Council who
are interested enough in the sea and
shore fisheries to see that the law is en-
forced. The only reason they give for
any change in the lobster law is that it
never has been observed. There are lo-
calities where it has been observed, and
you do not hear any kick from them. If
this commission bill goes through, I be-
lieve you can get a competent man, and
I do not believe there will be any danger
of that man being removed so long as he
does his duty.

I do not know anything about inland
fish and game. I do not know any rea-
son why, if they want a commissioner
instead of @ commission, they should
not have it.

Under Governor Haines, in Han-
cock county the fishermen lived up to
the law as well or better than in any
part of the State and Governor Haines
appointed & man whom he thought
would enforce the law. Those interest-
ed came up and worked on the Council
until it would not support that man
and they went to Portland and got
somebody. If the sea and shore fisheries
want to run in that way, we had bet-
ter let it go on as it has been. If not, I
would like to see the majority report
accepted and try this out. (Applause)

Mr. AMES of Stockton Springs: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to add a little to
what has been said by Mr. Bowman.
He read from Section 3, but he did not
finish it out. It reads as follows: ‘“They
shall have authority to make rules
and regulations governing the time,
manner and conditions of taking fish,
shell-fish or lobsters, and may declare
a close time on such varieties and in
such localities as they may determine;
but such rules and regulations shall be
made and such close time declared on-
1y after hearing, reasonable notice of
which shall have been given by pub-
lHeation or otherwise to all parties in-
terested. TRules and regulations so
made and close time so declared shall
he held to take precedent over any ex-
isting provisions or statute inconsist-
ent therewith.” T think the last part of
that, Mr. Boman left out.
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The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from Vi-
nalhaven, Mr. Boman, that this bill be
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, I will say one more word,
gentlemen. I have told this thing
fairly and squarely.

I say, gentlemen of the House, that
no three men should have the power
in this State to say that they shall
govern the time when and the condi-
ions of taking fish, be they flounders,
cunners, smelts or any old thing.
They have no right to say we shall do
these things. You find men living on
the shore and maybe these men do not
know anything about fishing at all,
and what does this amount to? This
bill as now provided will not make any
more smelts: it will not make any
more lobsters, and they won't grow
any faster than they do now. This
bill will not carry the law into effect
—I mean to say, will not protect the
fishing any more than it does at the
present time and, gentlemen, I hope
you will consider the matter and give
it a fair show, and I move the ques-
tion be put.

The pending question being on the mo-
tion of the gentleman from YVinalhaven,
Mr. Boman, that this bill be indefinitely
postponed,

A viva voce vote being had,

The motion was lost.

The bill then had its two several read-
ings under suspension of the rules.

Senate Amendment A to Senate Dccu-
ment No. 435.

“Amend Section 4 of Senate Document
435 by striking out all of said Section 4
which follows the word ‘term’ in the 11th
line thereof.”’

Comes from the Senate adopted.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton
the House concurred in the adoption of
Senate Amendment A, the bill had its
third reading under suspension of the
rules and was passed to be e¢ngrossed in
concurrence as amended by Senate
Amendment A.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak-
er, T wish to withdraw my notice of ta-
bling this matter.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair so under-
stood.

From the Senate: The committee on
judiciary, to which was referred bill, An
Act to provide for the establishment of
district almshouses or infirmaries and to
repeal Sections 15, 16 and 17 of Chapter 22
of the Revised Statutes, Senate Doc. 241,
have had the same under consideration
and ask leave to report that the same
ought not to pass.

(Signed) Messrs. Barnes, Farrington,
Gillin, Davies, Hutchins.

Read and accepted in the Senate, sent
down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Alden of Gorham the
House voted to concur with the Senate
in the adoption of Report B, ‘“‘ought not
to pass.”

From the Senate: Committee on sala-
ries and fees, to which was referred Dbill
entitled “An Act to fix the salary of the
judge of probate for the county of An-
droscoggin,” ask leave to report same in
new draft and that it ought to pass. It
is a unanimous report.

On motion by Mr. Purington of Me-
chanic Falls the House voted to concur
with the Senate in accepting the report
of the committee.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton
the rules were suspended, the bill was
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

From the Senate: Report of committee
of conference on An Act to establish the
wages of the clerks in the offices of the
Aroostook registry of deeds, Southern
District, and clerk of courts, and to se-
cure to said clerk of courts reimburse-
ment for necessary expenses for attend-
ance at the terms of the supreme judicial
court held at Caribou.

The committee of conference on the
disagreeing action of the two branches
have had the same wunder consideration
and ask leave to report that the Senate
should recede and concur with the House.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton:
the report he accepted.

The SPEAKER: Was the gentleman
from Houlton on that committee of con-
ference?

I move that
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Mr. BARNES: No, Mr. Speaker; but
it is understood that when the Senate has
opportunity it will recede from its for-
‘mer action and concur with the House.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Bussabarger of Lubec
the House recessed to two o'clock.

After Recess

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, I move we now go into executive ses-
:sion for a few minutes, as I moved yes-
terday, and invite Mr. Higgins here, Sen-
.ator Higgins.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Rounds, moves that the
House go into executive session. The
‘Chair will have to ask all who are not
members of the House or officials of the
House to retire.

(Executive session.)

The Speaker laid before the House Re-
solve providing for an armory for the
University of Maine.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I move that the bill lie on the table.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, after what has been told us here
today and after wha* we have seen in
Bangor, I think we can trust our Gov-
ernor in this matter and our senators
and representatives from Penobscot
county, and therefore I hope the gentle-
man’s motion to lay on the table will
not prevail, and that it will be passed
along and be enacted, as they say they
want to get through tomorrow night.
(Applause).

The pending question being on the
motion of Mr. Allan of Portland that
the resolve be tabled.

A viva voce vote being taken.

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of IHoulton,
the rules were suspended and the re-
solve was given its first reading.

The pending guestion heing on the
adoption of Senate Amendment A.

A viva voce vote being taken,

Senate Amendment A was adopted.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak-
.er, before consenting to the second read-
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ing of this resolve, I want to call the
attention of this House to the fact that
a little over three months ago we met
in this hall as a constituent part of
this Government and to qualify for
whatever might confront us in the dis-
charge of our official duties. During
this time, though spirit and life have
characterized us all, we have not been
unmindful of the shadows of war that
have spread out before us from the Eu-
ropean shores.

As we meet today, we realize that the
storm of war has burst upon us and
is surely driving our country into the
maelstrom from which as a nation we
little know how we shall emerge. Sac-
rifices must be made. With the patriot-
ism and loyalty that have always char-
acterized our people from the birth of
our State through the throes of a great
civil war down to the present moment,
we have offered and do now offer our
treasure and our blood without stint.
We were glad to do it in the past. We
are glad to donate again this treasure
as a sacred trust to be used for the safe-
ty and peace of our beloved State. In
return, our citizens demand and have
the right to demand that the products
of their sacrifices be used in the spirit
of the giver without waste, and with
discretion, not in armories, useless for
many monthsg, but to protect our citi-
zens, and aid our soldiers, to care for
the orphans, to insure sustenance to
those left without protection.

Do not for a moment think that this
opposition comes from a committee of
this legislature, from opposition to the
TUniversity of Maine or from any sec-
tion of our State. There is no sec-
tionalism today, nor is there any oppo-
sition to the grand, old University that
has done so much for the State of Maine
but, Mr. Speaker, as our people look for-
ward, not only with nope, but with a
deep sense of foreboding, as they enter
into the mighty conflict, they demand
that no doubtful step be taken; nothing
more.

May I observe, as we fill this hall to-
day, that we do not sully our record
with the adoption of any act of selfish-
ness, or ignoble purpose, but with a
calm and clear judgment look forward
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into the path that leads into the sun-
shine of a quick and lasting peace.

Mr. Speaker, I move the indefinite

postponement of this act.

The SPEAKER: The Chair under-
stands the gentleman has no motion to
make?

Mr. ALLAN: I move you, Mr. Speak-
er, the indefinite postponement of the
resolve.

The SPINAKER: The question before
the House is the second reading of the
resolve. The Chair did not declare the
resolve read the second time. This dis-
cussion was virtually on the adoption
of the Senate Amendment.

Mr. SNOW of Mars Hill: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to say just a word.
This matter came before the committee
on education among other matters hav-
ing to do with the University of Maine.
We reported favorably on some of the
bhills there, but we did not think we
would be justified in reporting a resolve
for an armory. The committee were
favorable to an armory and we¢ were
conscious of the fact that they needed
one there when seeing those men as
they came into their gymnasium and
went through their military movements,
This has got to come soon. If not now,
it will have to come two years from
now perhaps, and under the existing
circumstances T favor the passage of the
resolve; and I think every member of
the committee on education who took

that matter into consideration would
say the same thing. (Applause.)
Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, I

think we are all in favor of economy
and the doing of the right thing at the
right time. Oftentimes things are forced
upon us suddenly and we do not have
opportunity to think them over care-
fully, but we are seeing the results of
just those conditions at the present time.
We have, in the face and eyes of those
who have urged upon us a preparation
for years, drifted along feeling secure
in ourselves and that we needed to do
riothing if we were strong within our-
selves and that no one would dare do
anything to attack us in any way, but
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the time has come when that feeling
has changed.

Every man moves in accordance with
the spirit of the times. If we move in
accordance with the spirit of the times
today, it will be in accordance with
preparedness, not only for today, but
for the future. If we let this thing
drift along, when this conflict is over,
we shall drift back again into our old
ways of easy living, and the University
of Maine will be for years and years
without an armory on the same ground
we have been going on before. I should
be very 'sorry to see any money taken
from any appropriation which may be
needed to care for soldiers or to care
for the Nation’s needs or the needs of
the State in time of war. But if we
have this money at hand at the present
time, this legislature can be assembled
again within two years if more money
is needed, and I believe that the TUni-
versity of Maine, much more than Ban-
gor or TLewigton, if only one or two
armories can be had, is the proper place
for an armory. The State is spending
its money there for the young men whe
lead us in times of peace. Those samae
men who lead us in times of peace will
be the best men to lead us in times of
war. I believe the man trained in mind
to lead us in - ‘business should be equally
trained in the future to lead us in war.

T hope this resolution will pass. (Ap-
plause.)
Mr. ROUNDIS of Portland: Mr. Speak-

er, if T had not found out to my satis-
faction that this money was not com-
ing out of the million dollar appropria-
tion, I should not vote for this resolve,
but as I understand it is coming out
of the regular appropriation and it will
be spent somewhere, and therefore, af-
ter what I have seen in Bangor Wed-
nesday, I move that it pass now.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, I suppose I am responsible some-
what for this rumpus, but T want to
say to you and the members of this
legislature that I agree absolutely with
them all in the question of prepared-
ness. I want to say to you all that X
agree with them in doing what they can
do for the University of Maine. I think
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if anyone has occasion to say that, I
have. I graduated from that institution
in 1884, I attended four years of its
drills, out and in, day after day, win-
ter and summer. I know something of
what that drill is and I know we made
good progress in everything we did.
There is nothing I would not say or do
for that University, and T would be only
toco glad here today to vote the sum
necessary for that armory were it to be
taken out of the proper funds of this
State, but I wish to make sure where
that money is coming from as well as
any of you. The only point I object
to is this: You came before this legis-
lature for a million dollars to be raised
by a bond issue for war purposes. Now
yvou are ccoming here and taking it for
building armories that cannot be built
for months, when almost perhaps within
24 hours there will be thousands of sol-
diers called for from Maine, and they
would have no opportunity of using it
for any time so far as we may know.
What arce you going to gain

I know other money will come; I know
this State will give you every dollar
you need, but I say to you as citizens
of this State in good faith, protect that
war money—use it for the purposes for
which it is intended, and nothing else.
I do not see how you can do anything
else. Good faith with the State requires
it; we are bound by that to that pur-
pose.

The cry has been to aid our soldiers,
to protect their children and to protect
themselves. Of course we have got to
look out for our own protection as a
State by our own police power. But do
not spend this money in buildings or
take this money under the guise of war
purposes to build prominent buildings
and public institutions in this State.
Let those buildings take care of them-
selves. When the time comes about,
the time will take care of it. If the
University of Maine years from now
needs to build itself a strong mili-
tary institution, I have no guestion but
the citizens of this State will give the
money. DBut T say to you now, for the
time being, protect this million dollars,
issued as it is, and make sure it is
expended in the spirit that the givers
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of our State want it expended, and in
no other way.

We have seen a resolution or an order
come in to build a road to Jackman or
some place from this military fund,
and now another order comes in to
build an armory from this military
fund. How long do you think the State
will stand any such policy as that?
True, we voted it down in good faith
with the people who sent us here. But
what are you doing here? While I feel
by the applause here that you will pass
this resolve, I want you to consider it
carefully and remember that this fund
is sacred for certain purposes. If it is
taken for any other person, even by
thie Chief Executive of this State or by
hie committee on Safety or any other
institution having charge of it, they are
false {o the =pirit which gave that fund.
I have done; I have said my say, and 1
appeal to you now to make sure that
this meney comes from the proper
source and not from the fund appro-
proated for military purposes.

Mr. LARRABREE of Bath: Mr. Speak-
er, it seems to me an ill-fitting time
for any member of this House to raise
one objection or put one trig in the
wheel. It does not seem to me that we
as American citizens should stand here
and talk about a few filthy dollars. It
seems to me also that a man is not
worthy to be a representative in this
Representative Hall that would do such
a thing or express one word against our
building an armory -in either place or
both places—I.ewiston or in Bangor.
We, many of us, have had the drills in
our youth, and I am very glad that I
have had them for years. These men
who have been over to Bangor and have
seen the young men, the pride of our
State, standing there and drilling, think
of their maneuvers! It was a grand
and noble sight. And the men who
heard the address of the President of
that University should be gratified and
pleased, for it seemed to thrill every
man and woman in that house with the
loyal spirit of Americanism. T protest
against any member saying one word as
to where the money will come from.
There is money enough in this country.
The trouble is today, there is too much.
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I hope that no man will have one idea
to put up against anything that we may
do to pass this resolution and have the
bill put through, even this afternoon.
(Applause.)

The SPEAKER: The Chair will give
the parliamentary status of the re-
solve. It has been read once. The pend-
ing question is on the motion of Mr.
Allan, who moves the indefinite post-
nonement.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, the resolve was given its second
reading and passed to be engrossed as
amended by Senate Amendment A.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, if it
would be in order, I move it be carried
right over to the Senate.

The SPEAKER It does not take any
motion for that.

On motion by Mr. Murray of Ban-
gor, the House voted to suspend the
rules and take up out of order the
eightili section of the day’s proceedings
—Bills on their Passage to he Enacted.

Passed to Be Enacted

An Act to enable the town of Mexico
in the county of Oxford to Free the
Mexico toll bridge to public travel,

An Act to amend Section 23 of
Chapter 26 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the registration of motor ve-
kicles;

An Act to incorporate the Independ-
ence Developing Co., of Kingman.

An Act relating to municipal elec-
tions in the town of Mt. Desert.

An Act to amend Section 108 of Chap-
ter 16 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to teaching in the public schools
the principles of kindness toward
birds and animals.

An Act to amend Sections 85 and 87
of Chapter 2 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the State contingent fund;

An Act to amend Section 51 of Chap-
ter 82 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to trial terms of the supreme judicial
court of Hancock county;

An Act to amend Section 85 of Chap-
ter 16 of the Revised Statutes, increas-
ing the maximum annual tuition in
secondary schools of the State;
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An Act to repeal all special and pri-
vate laws relating to the taking of mi-
gratory fish in Denny’s river;

An Act to amend Section 20 of
Chapter 144 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the commitment of girls to
the State School for Girls;

An Act to create the office of commis-
sioner of inland fisheries and game and
to abolish the office of commissioners
of inland fisheries and game;

An Act to amend Section 6, Para-
graph 4 of Chapter 50 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to compensation for
personal injuries for employees;

An Act authorizing the selectmen of
the town of Brooksville to grant a
private way over tide water.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 204 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1883, as amended by Section
1 of Chapter 119 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1903, increasing the
Jjurisdiction of the municipal court of
the city of Westbrook.

An Act to amend Section 45 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
providing for clerk hire in the office
of the county attorney of Penobscot
county.

An Act to make uniform the law of
negotiable instruments.

An Act to amend Section 143 of
Chapter 18 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the admission of students
to State normal schools.

An Act to amend Section 16 of
Chapter 84 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the tenure of office of
county attorney.

An Act to repeal Section 12 of Chap-
ter 128 of the Reviged Statutes re-
lating to intention to defraud in lum-
bering operations.

An Act to provide compensation for
injuries received by State employees.

An Act to amend Section 18 of
Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to regulation of lobster indus-
try.

An Act to create a board of harbor
commissioners for the harbor of Port-
land, and define its powers;

An Act to amend Paragraph 10 of
Section 45 of Chapter 117 of the Revised
Statutes, increasing the clerk hire in
the Oxford county registry of probate.

An Act to amend Section 20 of Chap-
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ter 5 of the Revised Statutes relating
to the registration of voters;

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chap-
ter 7 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to duties of election clerks;

An Act to amend Sections 92, 93 and
94 of Chapter 2, of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the estimated income
and expenditures of the State depart-
ments and institutions;

An Act to amend Section 45 of Chap-
ter 117 of the Revised Statutes, in-
creasing the amcunt to be paid for
clerk hire in the office of the recorder
of municipal ceurt of the city of Port-
land;

An Act to amend Section 38 of Chap-
ter 72 of the Revised Statutes relat-
ing to legal effecet of adoption of child;

An Act to designate truant officers
as attendance officers;

Finally Passed

Resolve, making an appropriation for
the support of the bureau of inspection
of the department of agriculture;

On motion by Mr. Murray or Bangor,
the House voted to suspend the rules
and take up out of order the second
section of the day’s proceedings.

Messages and Documents from the
Executive and Heads of Departments

The following message in regard to
An Act to establish the police court of
the city of Belfast was received from
the Governor:

“To the Honorable Representatives:

I have carefully examined House Bill
entitled ‘An Act to establish the police
court of the city of Belfast, and re-
spectfully return the same herewith
without my approval.

This bill abolishes the existing Bel-
fast municipal court and creates a new
court in its place with the stipulation
that the judge must be a member of
the Waldo County Bar.

The present judge of the Belfast mu-
nicipal court is a man learned in the
law and, so far as I am aware, is prop-
erly performing the duties of his office,
but he is not a member of the Bar and
has not studied law in a law office or
law school a sufficient length of time
to qualify him for admission to the
Bar.
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The practical effect of the enactment
of this Dbill would be to remove the
present judge from office and make
him ineligible for reappointment.

In regard to all other similar cases
pending at this session, you have prop-
erly taken rhe position that no court
ought to he abolished by legislation
when the sole or main purpose is to
remove the judge of that court. A prop-
er process iz provided under the Consti-
tution for accomplishing this object
where there are justifiable causes.

I feel sure that same rule should ap-
ply in th's case. If it is sought to
require the municipal and police court
judges to he members of the Bar, that
can be accomplished by passing a gen-
eral law to that effect. In fact I think
such a bill is now pending in the Leg-
islature. If other changes in the char-
ter of the 1elfast municipal court are

necessary, they can be accomplished
without abclishing the court.
CART, .. MILLIKEN,
Governor.”
(Accomranying this communication

was the bill referred to therein.)

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is, shall this become a law
the objections of the Governor to the
contrary rotwithstanding?

Mr. BUZZELI, of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er, this bill was introduced in this leg-
islature by me, and I wish to explain
some of the conditions in relation to it.

This is purely a local matter, gentle-
men; it only affects Waldo County, and
now perhaps I might as well go into
the history of this court for a short
time. I know that you are weary; I
know that you have heard all the con-
versation and talk in this House that
you care to, but I feel that I had ought
to say a few words in support of this
proposition

In the first place I want to take up the
reasons for this veto. It seems that
this is the first instance in this legisla-
ture where the power of the Governor
has been exercised. Of course, it is
well enough to have at least one veto in
the course of a session of the legisla-
ture, but let's see for a moment whether
it is warranted in this instance.
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“The present judge of the Belfast
Municipal Court is a man learned in the
law.” I wonder where he got that in-
formation from-—our Governor. ‘“And
so far as I am aware is properly per-
forming the duties of his office, but he
is not a member of the Bar.” iSecond,
“The practical effect of the enactment
of this bill would be to remove the pres-
ent judge.” “The practical effect”—I
want you to remember that, gentlemen,
for a short time.

Now in the fifties this court was es-
tablished; it was established when Bel-
fast became a city, and never has a lay-
man been judge of that court before.
The first judge of that court was the
Hounorable Joseph Williamson, one of
the leading members of the bar of the

State of Maine for vyears and the
father of the late Joseph William-
son of Augusta, From that time down
to the present time, this is the only

layman judge that we have ever had.

Our court act never has been dis-
turbed but in two instances since its
creation. One was in 1879, with a Dem-
ocratic House—a Democratic Legisla-
ture—and again in 1911 when the Leg-
islature was Democratic. Never once
since its creation have the Republicans
of the State of Maine asked to have the
act abolished and a new one created.

Now I am going to touch upon one
of the reasons here for the governor’s
veto—the practical effect. I want to
read to you for a moment, especially
for the benefit of the lawyers of this
body, the practical effect of this act
which was passed in 1911, It does not
provide for one cent’s worth of costs on
judgments of less than twenty dollars,
FEvery execution that is now outstand-
ing coming from that court, whether it
has been enforced or not, is illegal, and
whenever a man has been arrested or
his property restrained under that doc-
ument, it has been illegally so. An offi-
cer is liable for making an arrest under
those conditions, and I think the law-
yvers of this House will bear me out in
this proposition.

I will read the statute: (Laws of
1911) “And in all actions wherein the
debt or damages recovered by the plain-
tiff, or wherein the amount claimed if
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the defendant prevails, exceeds twenty
dollars, the fees of the court parties and
witnesses shall be the same as allowed
by law in the Supreme Judicial Court.”
3ut it does not go on to say what shall
become of the costs where the judgment
is less than twenty dollars. If you will
look at House Document 126, or this
act, you will see that I have taken care
of that :proposition, Incidentally, I
have inserted into the law that the
judge shall be a member of the Waldo
County Bar, an attorney practicing law
in our State.

Now to start with, gentlemen, laying
politics all one side and looking at this
from the standpoint of men—because I
am not appealing to you as Republicans
or appealing to you as Democrats, but’
I am appealing to you as men of com-
mon =ense. I have not asked one man
in this room within the hearing of my
voice to support this measure. T simply
want to stand here in support of the
proposition that my words may be re-
corded in protest.

What are we up against when we go
into that court room to try out an issue
before that court? We go in in the
morning and say, “Good Morning, your
Honor"—members of that Bar, going in
there with the case of this layman and
that layman and the other Ilayman,
cases involving points of law—suppos-
ing only $20 are involved, the same
points affect that cause that affect a
larger one. We start in in the morn-
ing and say, ‘“Good Morning, your Hon-
or,” and thgn we present the proposition
to a man who in some Iinstances does
not know any more law than the man
who is in litigation before the court.

Should this law be passed? 1 appeal
to you from the point of the layman,
Don’t we hear, and hear it too often,
that there is no justice in law? If we
are going to continue to do that kind
of business in the State of Maine as
lawyers, as laymen, as legislators—
how can we expect that cry to decrease
that there is no justice in law?

Now let’s see for a moment whether
the ©position of his Excellency is
sound. My colleagues, if one of you
were sick and sufficiently so, would you
go out and call in the services of a
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plumber? If your horse needed shoeing,
would you go to an oculist? If your
bath room was leaking, would you go
call in a dentist? If you were in trouble
even over a matter of $20. would you
want that to be tried out before a man
Wwho had no knowledge of the conditions
or of what to do?

I am going to cite to you an instance
that I know about that took place while
I was in that court as one of the at-
torneys in the case. T hope within the
hearing of my voice is one of the com-
mittee that passed upon this proposition
who happened to be in my office and
went over with me at the time. A man
wanted me to defend him on some little
matter of no great consequence. I didn’t
go over the proposition before I went
over to court, bhut went in there and
tried the case out. When we got
through, the judge says “The points of
the respondent are well taken but this
court must take judicial notice”—get
me on this judicial stuff, gentlemen—
“this court must take judicial notice of
the evidence it heard in another case
yvesterday and hold the respondent.”
Oh, what justice! Do you wonder that
when a layman meets you face to face
he says there is no justice in raw?
What are you going to pass back to him,
especially if he passes that to you in
Waldo county?

This is not of any concern to the rest
of the State of Maine, but it affects us
in Waldo county. And I say to you that
there is an imperfect act and every time
that a man is arrested or his property
is restrained, it is done
want to legalize it and, if that act there
now vetoed by the Governor, is passed
py this Flouse by a two-thirds vote, I
will legalize it that far.

What has been the course of this bill?
Why is it here at this time? What has
been its passage? Has it been a rough
passage?’ It had a hearing before the
Legal Affairs committee and not a di-
vided report, but a full report of that
committee “ought to pass” after hear-
ing. It comes into this ITouse, receives
its hearing, passes the House, passes
fhe Senate and goes to our Chief Execu-
tive. I will wind up what little I have
got to say by asking you this question,
gentlemen of this legislature: If you

illegally. T
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had a member of your family who was
sick and you made a mistake and got
a man into your house believing that he
was a doctor because he carried a grip
in his hands similar in size, shape and
looks to that of a doctor and when he
got in there he should inform you in
the presence of the sick member in that
family that he was nothing but an un-
dertaker, would you Kkeep him until his
term of office expired, which in this case
is about a ycar and a half, or would you
say for the henefit of the sick member
of that family, “I am glad you are
here, but I will show you the door and
go get a doctor?’ Are you going to
help us in VWaldo county to correct this
evil notwithstanding the position of the
Chief Executive of this State?

T have nct asked you to vote for this,
but T have put it up to you just as it
is. If I have not been fair, I am sorry.
Tt is now ready for your action. I
thank you, gentlemen.

Mr. COILI: of 1liot: Mr. Speaker, T
dropped into the box early in the ses-
sion two bills relating to the removal
of judges, one by special request and
the other at the suggestion of some of
those who felt that some action should
be taken, Tliose hills were not dropped
in with any personal intention on my
part of pursuing any judge in the State
of Maine or attempting to oust him
from office, but rather to show the tem-
per of this legislature whether it was
thought best by a wholesale removal
from office to attempt to purify some
of the bad spots in the State of Maine.
I had no personal interest in that what-
ever.

Your action showed your ideas of the
sanctity of the courts in the State of
Maine, created, as they are, under the
Constitution of the State of Maine,
TUnanimously this legislature said that
it was not the province of the legisla-
ture to legislate judges out of office. If
the appoiniing power of the State of
Maine who puts those judges in office
has made a mistake, then the legisla-
ture ought not to transcend its dignity
to remove the cause provided no great
injustice is done.

There are hundreds of trial justices
throughout our State who are perform-
ing good service in the localities where
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they hear their cases up to a jurisdic-
tion of $20, and I want to say, Mr.
Speaker, that the quality of a judge does
not always depend upon his knowledge
of the law, but the condition of his
heart. (Applause.) The man whose
heart is right usually does not make a
great many mistakes.

I do not know anything about condi-
tions in Belfast; I do not know any-
thing about the knowledge of the law of
the judge; he may make mistakes of
law, but judges of police courts make
some mistakes and judges of the su-
preme court have heen known to be in
error or we would hot have a great
many cases going to the law court. iSo
it is not all confined to the laymen, Mr.
Speaker, when mistakes are made in the
rendering of judgments.

Most of the cases that come before a
police court or municipal court are
rather questions of fact in which horse
sense and good faith are required more
than the deep knowledge of the law.

I can sce and you can see that if this
legislature should pick out one judge in
the State of Maine and remove him,
forever and forever the brand of Cain
is upon him and his family would be-
come marked. This he would never out-
live, but the finger of scorn would be
pointed at him as a man who was re-
moved for ineflficiency, and the public as
he grows old in life would never stop
to ask whether he was politically re-
moved or whether he was removed for
corruption. I believe we should thing
of that before we legislate a man hold-
ing a judicial position out of his office.
Simply because he is a misfit is not al-
ways a proper cause for removal. There
are many misfit people holding positions,
but we would not want to summarily
dismiss them and disgrace them. And
we have already enacted into law or
shall at the end of 90 days a bill which
will take care of this same condition.

The judge at Belfast is not the only
layman in the State of Maine who has
Been appointed a judge of a municipal
court and this legislature has attempted
to rectify that thing so that in the
future if it is necessary in order that
the people in the State of Maine may be
protected, a member of the Bar shall be
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appointed. But in this case, gentlemen,
to single out this one man and remove
him by legislation, seems to me to be
an imposition upon the man and unfair
to him and to his children who will
come after him, and I do not believe
that the spirit of this legislature will
follow that course. I hope the Governor
will be sustained.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak-
er, I have repeatedly criticised this leg-
islature, and I think every ecriticism I
made was deserved, but I want to
praise them for one thing. That is this:
They have let the courts alone, and I
hope that should any party other than
this one which is in power come into
power in the future that they will do
the same thing. I believe our courts
arc sacred and should not be legislated
against simply for political purposes.
(Applause.)

Mr. BUZZELL: Mr. Speaker, in all
that has been said by the gentleman
from 1iliot and the gentleman from Ban-
gor there is much wisdom, but for all
that it gives me great pleasure to make
this reply. The gentleman from Eliot
has done himself proud. He was the
author, the first part of the session of
this legislature, of a colossal police
court Dbill in which there were more
holes to my certain knowledge than
there are or ever was in any skimmer
that I ever looked at. Why shouldn’t
it meet the fate that it did? That is
not parallel to this case in the least.

My friend from Bangor
legal
passed
tion is
and no

is on the
affairs committee with me that
upon this bill, 1f my recollec-
right, it received a full report
minority report.

Now, gentlemen, T do not ask a single
one of you to vote different from the
way you honestly feel about this propo-
sition. Should we in fairness to the
people that have business before that
court continue a year and a half under
those conditions? Or should we have
an act that is an act—that provides for
ways and means to transact business
before that court?

Now there is a law about to be enacted,
House No. 724, introduced in this House
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by somebody—I think Brother Garcelon
of Auburn—with which I have nothing
to do, and it reads—*No person shall be
eligible for appointment as judge of any
municipal or police court unless he shall
be a member of the Bar in the county
in which the court is located.” My col-
leagues, that probably will become a
law, and I submit, a good law, but will
it be any better in the future than it
would have been six months ago? Per-
haps you can appreciate our position.

One moment more, Mr. Speaker, to
make myself clear. No member of
this House has heard me say that our
present judge down there has not per-
formed his duties fairly well—perform-
ed them as he has seen them. I do not
charge him with corruption or anything
of the kind. He has always used me
fairly well, but as I said before, he has
decided cases on evidence he has heard
in the court room, that he has heard
outside the court room and by reason
of what he has heard the day before.
If you think that is right, you will agree
with the Governor, and you are fair
with yourselves if you honestly think
s0.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is, shall the bill bacome a law
notwithstanding the objections of the
Governor? The constitution of Maine re-
quires this vote to be taken by veas and
nays. The clerk will eall the roll and
those who wish the Governor's veto to
be sustained will answer no when their
names are called, and those who wish the
bill to become a law in spite of the veto
of the Governor will answer yes. The
clerk will call the roll.

(The gentleman from Augusta,
Farrington, assumed the chair.)

YEA—Anderson, Brewster, Burbank,

Buzzell, Chaplin of Bridgton, Dutton,
Gannett, Hammond, Holt of Gouldsboro

—9.

NAY—Albert, Alden, Allan of Portland,
Allen of Sanford, Ames, Andrews of Nor-
way, Andrews of Warren, Averill, Babb,
Barnes, Baxter, Berry, Besse, Billings,
Bolduc, Boman of Vinalhaven, Bowman
of Detroit, Boynton, Bragdon, Brown,
Bussabarger, Cates, Chaplin of South
Portland, Charles, Clark of Harrison, Cla-
son, Clifford, Coffin, Cole of Eliot, Cole
of Etna, Crediford, Cummings, Cushman,
Daligle of New Canada Pl., Day, Desco-

Mr.
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teaux, Dow, Haton, Ellis of Gardiner,
Ellis of York, Emerson, Farrington, Flem-
ing, Fletcher, Flint, Frost, Hanson, Hall,
Harman,

Harris, Hart, Hartwell, Hill,
Holbrook, Holley, Holt of Skowhegan,
Hooper, Howard, Hunt, Hutchins, Jen-

kins, Jennings, Jordan of Baileyville,
Jordan of Cumberland, Kneeland, Knight,
Largay, Larrabee, Lawrence, Leavitt,
Lenfest, Lewis, Libby, Longley, Lyford.
McNally, Meserve, Messer, Morin, Mori-
son, Murray, Newcomb, Neilon, O’Con-
nell, Packard of Newburg, Pendexter,
Phillips, Picher, Purington. Ranney, Red-
man, Reed, Lounds, Rowe, Russell, Ry-
der, Sawyer of Hden, Sawyer of Madison,
Sisson, Snow of Bluehill, Snow of Mars
Hill, Speirs, Stearns, Stanley, Stubbs,
Tate, Turner. Tuttle, Wagg, Watson,
Watts, Welcl, Webb, Williams, Wilson
—115,

ABSENT—Brackett, Clarke of Ran-
dolph, Clement, Conary, Corliss, Daigle of
Wallagrass, Idearth, Driscoll, Drisko,
Garcelon, Goldthwait, Grant, Greenlaw,
Gurney, King, Langley, Levesque, Mer-
rill, Murphy, Mutty, Nicholas, Packard
of Rockland, Pattee, Powers, Richards,
‘Washburn—26.

During the roll call, Mr. Boman of
Vinalhaven s¢aid: “Mr. Speaker, 1 was
not present in the House when the
matter was put to the House, and I
didn’t understand the question. I move
my vele be changed from yes to no.”
‘The SPEAKER pro tem: Nine
having voted ves and 115 having voted
no, the act to establish the police
court of the city of Belfast does not
hecome a lass and you have sustained
the Governo:r's veto.

On motion Hhy Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham, the rules were suspended and
the following report from the commit-
tee on ways and means was received
out of order.

The committee on ways and means,
which was iastructed by order of the
House to fix and determine the tax
rate for the years 1917 and 1918 in
the matter of State tax, have had the
same under consideration and ask
leave to report the accompanying bill:
An Act for the assessment of the
State tax fcr the year 1917; also An
Act for the assessment of the State
tax for the year 1918; and that the
bills ought to pass. Per order, Far-
rington for the committee.

The reporis were accepted.

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham, the rules were suspended and
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the bill, An Act for the assessment of
State tax for the year 1917, was given
its three several readings and passed
to be engrossed.

On motion by the same gentleman,
the rules weve suspended and the bill,
An Act for the assessment of State
tax for the year 1918, was given its
three several readings and passed to
be engrossed.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to move to sus-
pend the rules that I might introduce
An Act relating to the printing of the
Maine reports of the supreme judicial
court of this State. Heretofore the
statute price for the reports has been
$1.75. Within the last few days we
have received word from the reporter
of decisions that $1.75 is not enough
to pay the cost of printing these re-
ports. Unless more money is forth-
coming, the price is to be raised. Vol-
umes 116 and 117 of the Maine Re-
port cannot be issued either. As these
reports are of interest to the lawyers
and perhaps to the town eclerks of the
various cities and towns, we may be
somewhat interested in them. The bill
I introduce simply strikes out $1.75
from the act and places therein $2.50.
This money does not come from the
State, but from those who purchase
the volumes, so I cannot see how there
can bc any objection.

Mr. ANDERSON of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, as I understand it, this mat-
teir has been taken up before the ju-
dictary commiltee and I would like
to have some information from that
committee as to what action they
took upon this same matter.

Mr. ATT.AN: Mr. Speaker, perhaps
Mr. Farrington can explain that bet-
ter than 1.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair
will state as a member of the com-
mittee on judiciary that the bill cov-
ering this matter was reported “ought
not to pass.”

Mr. ANDERSON: DMr. Speaker, I
move that the act be indefinitely post-
poned.
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Mr. COLE of Eliot: That matter, as
the Speaker has said, came before the
judiciary committee. A number of years
ago when the cost of paper was low and
the cost of binding a great deal lower,
the price of those reports was reduced
one-half. Those volumes take up the de-
cisions of the supreme court of Maine as
often as there are cases enough to bind
up and make a volume of the size speci-
fled in the statutes. When the matter
came before the committee there was
some misunderstanding in the committee
and the thing drifted along until the clos-
ing days of the session and it was thought
that perhaps the Governor and Council
could take care of the matter, because
the State buys a certain number of those
reports and sends them to the various
libraries throughout the State. It was
found after that the reporter of decisions
who has the printing of them under a
contract with W. W. Welch of Portland,
who distributes them, would be the loser
of four or five hundred dollars during
the next two years if the law were not
changed, or, as he is not bound to print
them by any law, there would be none
printed. This is a matter which vitally
affects every person in the State because
the last decisions of the supreme court
or the last interpretations of statutes
passed by this Legislature is the law of
the State of Maine. Any one of you may
pe involved in litigation which depends
upon the action of the supreme court in
a recent case. If those cases are not ac-
cessible you may be the loser of many,
many hundreds of dollars. Tt is of vital
interest to all the people of the State of
Maine that the decisions of the supreme
court shall be in the hands of those who
appear before the courts and of the
judges themselves and any town clerk
who are governed by them in their ac-
tions as soon as possible. I do not see
any reason why this thing shall not be
done. It was at the suggestion of the
Governor and the Council this morning—
the Governor and Council—that the act
was introduced by the gentleman from
Portland. I hope the matter will not be
indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The question
before the House is on the motion of the
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gentleman from Portland, Mr. Anderson,
that the bill to amend Section 76 of Chap-
ter 82 of the Revised Statutes of the State
of Maine, relative to the price of Maine
reports, be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to ask the gentleman
from Eliot a question through the Chair
—if he did not serve on that judiciary
committee, and whether or not he has
changed his mind since their report on
the proposition.

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, I think we
stated that we thought the matter
could be taken care of by the Governor
and Council during the high cost of
paper and in that way get around it
without changing the law. This act is
simply to get by the next two years.
Volume 115 is already taken care or by
contract. Volumes 116 and 117, which
will be issued before the next Legisla-
ture comes, have not been covered by
any contract for paper or printing or
pbinding. It is to get by that two-
year contract that this bill is put in.
It is hoped that after that it will go
back to $1.75. I think it is an injus-
tice to ask anybody to print State
printing at a loss to himself, and the
printer is not bound to do it and ab-
solutely refuses to do it.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair
will state that this act could be intro-
duced only by suspending the rules.

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I intended
to move to suspend the rules and to
move that it pass and take its sever-
al readings.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Allan, has
moved for a suspension of the rules,
which requires a two-thirds vote, in
order to introduce this act. Under the
rules of the House an act that has been
reported ‘“‘ought not to pass’” cannot be
revived only under special procedure.
To suspend the rules will require a
two-thirds vote.

The pending question being wheth-
er the rules shall be suspended and the
bill received.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The rules were suspended and
bill was received.

the
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The pending question then being on
the motion oi the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Anderson, that the bill be in-
definitely posiponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Portland,
the rules were further suspended and
the bill was given its thrce several
readings and passed to be engrossed.

(The Speaker resumes the Chair.)

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Eliot, Mr. Cole, moves that the rules.
be suspended and that we go to the
calendar an¢d that we take up the cal-
endar beginning with unfinished bus-
iness, and the Chair would like to have
the members consider it. The Chair
would suggest to these various commit-
tee of conference that have been ap-
pointed that whenever a committee of
conference is ready to report, present
the matter znd it will take precedence.

On motion by Mr. Sawyer of Madi-
son, the rulss were suspended to con-
sider the report of a committee of
conference is follows:

The commniittee on conference on the
disagreeing sction of the two branch-
es of the Legislature on Senate Docu-
ment No. 103, entitled “An Aect to
amend Chapter 295 of the Public Laws
of 1915, relative to compensation to
employees for personal injuries re-
ceived in the course of their employ-
ment and to the prevention of such
injuries hy allowing the injured party
to select his own physician and the
hospital to which he shall be carried,”
have had the same under considera-
tion and ask leave to report that they
cannot agreec. Signed, John M. Googin
on the part of the Senate; signed by
Messrs. Neilon, Sawyer and Holbrook
on the part of the House.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the report was accepted.

IF'rom the Senate: The committee of
conference on the disagreeing action
of the two branches of the Legisla-
ture on Resolve proposing an amend-
ment to Article 4, Section 3, of the
Constitution, in regard to apportion-
ment of representatives in accordance
with the population, have had the
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same under consideration and ask
leave to report that they have pre-
pared a new draft entitled “Resolve
proposing an amendment to Section 3,
Part 1, of Article 4 of the Constitu-
tion in regard to the apportionment
of representatives in the event of the
merger of towns and cities” and that
the same ought to pass., Signed by
Messrs. Butler, Holt and Bartlett on
the part of the Senate; Messrs.
Dearth, Chaplin and Brewster on the
part of the House.

On motion by Mr. Brewster of Port-
land, the report was accepted in con-
currence.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the rules were suspended and
the resolve was given its two several
readings and passed to be engrossed
in concurrence.

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to ask for the oppor-
tunity of taking up at this time a Sen-
ate paper, An Act to amend Chapter
25 of the Revised Statutes relating to
State and State aid highways.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, 1 object. I understand that it
takes unanimous consent.

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes
to carry out the will of the majority.

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, isn't this
in the regular order if it came in to-
day? It is a Senate paper.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
have to rule that the point of the gen-
tleman from Lisbon is well taken. It
is in the regular order of business,
but we left that by a suspension of
rules a short time ago to go on with
the calendar and consider conference
reports on the motion of the gentleman
from Eliot, Mr. Cole. The motion of
Mr. Cole to begin on the calendar was
passed.

Mr. REDMAN of Ellsworth: Mr.
Speaker, I move that unanimous con-
sent be given to the gentleman from

Lisbon, to take up Senate Document
No. 413.
Mr. MURRAY: Mr. Speaker, if it

takes unanimous consent, I object.
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The SPEAKER: Of course it is a
question of suspending the rules. We

have been suspending the rules with-
out any question being raised. The
Chair understands it would take a two-
thirds vote.

Mr. MURRAY: Mr. Speaker, I agree
to a simple suspension of the rules,
but as I understand this is taking it
up out of order. 1 understand that
has to be by unanimous consent. I am
simply speaking for the reason that
Mr. Bussabarger informs me that he
has been waiting for two days—that he
has a measure here dear to his heart
and that he wants to speak on it, and
he must get back to his church.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, it almost seems to me that
Mr. Bussabarger’s bill should be con-
sidered at this time; I believe it has
been delayed long enough.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will go
back to the original motion, and we will
take up the calendar in order. That
is where we were when the motion
was made. The first item is unfinished
business. The Chair has no wishes in
the matter except to further the busi-
ness of the session and to try to ac-
commodate all the members and to get
as many as possible in as happy a frame
of mind as the Chair is himself. Many
of these. measures are important.

The Chair will lay before the House
majority and minority reports of com-
mittee on temperance, majority report-
ing “ought not to pass” and minority
reporting ‘“ought to pass” on House
Document 12, An Act to prohibit the
importation of intoxicating liquors in-
to Maine for beverage purposes, tabled
by the gentleman from Warren, Mr.
Andrews.

Mr. ANDREWS of Warren: Mr.
Speaker, I move the acceptance of the
minority report.

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland,
the rules were suspended and the mem-
bers were given permission to smoke
during the remainder of the session.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of this
House: As a member of the temperance
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committee and one of the members that
signed the minority report of the com-
mittee, it is nothing more than right that
1 should give you good reason for doing
so. First of all I believe it is my duty to
my constituents who sent me here ani
who have during the last campaign
through letters and personal conservation,
urged me to do all in my power, to assist
the Governor to drive the most destruc-
tive evil of all nations from our State. So
far I am satisfied in my own mind that I
have done my duty. This bill, House Doec.
No. 12, is in the line of progress with the
other states; only last week we have
seen in the papers where the State of
Georgia has passed a Bone Dry bill, as
well as many of our other siates. Why
not Maine, do we want to be classed as
taking a backward step in this matter
now, after having professed to be a Pro-
hibition State over 50 years. No wonder
we are the laughing stock of the nation,
on the Prohibition gquestion and consid-
ered as being a joke when compared with
other states that have actual prohibition.
Now gentlemen, let us stand for some-
thing if we want prohibition, and I know
we do by the vote of last September; let
us shoulder the responsibility. and pass
this bill, and not be cowards and turn it

down., It makes no difference to me
whether it’s a Bussabarger bill, or a
Baxter bill, or a Brewster bill, or a

Barnes bill, my stand would have been
exactly the same. I look at the matter
from a humanitarian point of view and
not from a political. Tell me, gentlemen,
what is the cause of our jails, our pris-
ons, and our insane asylums heing filled
with poor unfortunates, if it is not this
damnable curse that is upon us, the lig-
uor evil. T have had some little experi-
ence in seeing the effects of the saloon
this past few years in the ruined lives it
has turned out. T have seen a family
driven from their home to their neighbor’s
for shelter, by their breadwinner coming
home infuriated by the effects of this
vile stuff. T have seen young men with
prosperous futures before them fall from
towering heights to the depths of the
gutter, from the use of this poison. Let
us rise up like men, and strike a deadly
blow to this traffic that is ruining the
lives of so many of our fellowmen. If
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you have followed the  papers this pasti
few weeks you will have noticed what
our sister states are doing along prohibi-
tion lines. New Hampshire has passed a
prohibition measure in the House; Ver-
mont has turned down her annual liquor
referendum and Massachusetts has struck
a blow at her pony expresses, making
every man now his own express in dry
cities and towns. The handwriting on
the wall is plain. It has been said this
bill is too drastic in its scope. Can that
be so, gentlemen, after 50 years of pro-
hibition; that argument seems to me too
ridiculous in these times.

Gentlemen of this house, let us be true
to ourselves and our constituents, and
practice what we preach, if we believe in
Prohibition vote for this bill, if we don’t
believe in Prohibition vote against it. As
long as we have a Prohibition law on our
statute books leét us live up to it and
strengthen it by passing this bill and en-
force it, for the benefit and uplift of our
fellowmen; therefore Mr. Speaker, I hope
the minority report ought to pass, will
be accepted, and T move that when the

vote is taken it be taken by yeas and
nays. I thank you.
Mr. HARMAN of Stonington: Mr.

Speaker and Gentlemen of the House:
Maine, the father of Prohibition! Every
eood citizen in the State of Maine feels
like bowing his head, especially when
outside of the State, when you speak of
prohibition in Maine. Are we to stay
in the same rut or are we to move
ahead in the matter of prohibition in
this State? ‘e have had prohibition
in this State for a great many years,
What has been the result. We have
been the laughing stock of every State
in the TUnion. A great wave of pro-
hihition is sweeping this country, as
well as every country on the face of
the earth. All the warring nations in
Europe conceded that it was a great
benefit and a necessity while in a state
of war to have the use of intoxicating
liguor prohibited in those countries.
We are at the present lime at war with
one of the grea« countries of the world.
I believe thiz is the right time, the
proper time, to take a step again in the
line of prohibition. Why, this State is
allowing other states to go ahead of us
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in this line. It is claimed that this is a
drastic law. I believe we should have
a drastic law at this time, especially
when we need our heads sober; and out
in Washington, it has been conceded by
the Congress of the United States by a
very large majority that they should
have =sober heads in Washington, D. C.
They have made Washington bone dry,
something that has never happened be-
fore in that District.

I will read you a clipping from the
Kennebec Journal of yesterday, and
they are authority on prohibition.

“The progress of prohihition in the
states continues. The Georgia Legisla-
ture, which was convened in extraor-
dinary session to pass a ‘bone dry’ act,
has met, legislated and adjourned. The
result is a very drastic law which
makes every man or woman who has
a drop of intoxicating liquor in the
house a law-hreaker, no matter if the
prohibited article had been bought be-
fore the law went into effect.”

The southern states have always heen
called in the North the rum states. Are
we to allow those southern states to
step ahead of Maine in prohihition?
There are seven other states which
have passed a similar law to this and
made their states bone dry. If you are
consistent and sincere, you will vote
for the Bussabarger hone dry bill. This
bill uses all alike, the high and the low,
the rich and the poor. I bhelieve if we
stand for prohibition, we should have
real prohibition. If vou want prohibi-
tion with plenty of intoxicating liquors
in the State, vote against it. It seems to
me we have hacd enough of that kind
of vrohibition in Maine for all these
vears. Legislation to the end that sher-
iffs and county attorneys be removed,
the vast amount of freak prohibition
laws which are being placed upon our
books at this session, s all a joke. The
only reason for it is to satisfy the
temperance element and fool them for
two years longer. et us serve notice on
the whole United States and the whole
world that we have adopted in Maine
real prohibition and not mockery. We
have iried all kinds of laws in con-
nection with the prohibition law. We
have tried State constables, Sturgis
commissioners, and town agencies.
Town agencies were only legalized rum
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shops. We have put these In the pro-
hibitory law and we have taken the
teeth out of them. We have tried all
kinds of legislation to make it dry in
Maine. I claim that under this law it
can be made dry. Congress has passed
a bone dry law which helps all states
in the Union which have a prohibitory
law.

I claim that intoxicating liquors
should be placed in the same class as
poisons, and I pelieve that that will be
done within five years, and no liquor
will be sold which is labeled in that
form.

Mr. Speaker, I trust that the majority
report will be accepted on this bill and
give us real prohibition once in Maine.

Mr. BUSSABARGER of Lubec:
Speaker,

Mr,

“It is fun to fight when you know you
are right,

And your heart is in it too,

Though the fray be long and the foe pe
strong,

And the comrades you have are few.”

This is the reason that I arise on this
floor after more than two months of
painful suspense and waiting to sup-
port the motion of my fellow member
and colleague, the gentleman from
Warren (Mr. Andrews) that the Bussa-
barger hone dry bill, so called, shall re-
ceive a passage; and, with the indulg-
ence of the ITonorable Chair, I shall
face the House on this matter and give
a reason for the faith that is within
me.

As T cast over in my mind the possi-
ble arguments or the possible ways
that I might pursue in this legislature
to induce the majority of the House to
support this bill, T thought of several.
It T had been a wealthy man, I might
have followed the usual process of hir-
ing a powerful lobby such as we have
scen in these halls during the past
few weeks to urge upon each in-
dividual member the advisability of
supporting this measure; but that
would be against my religious
seruples and convictions. Then I
might, if you had been all my friends
—and the great many of you are fel-
low Masons, Odd Fellows and K. P.s,
and friends in other ways—have urged
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you upon the ground of friendship to
help a friend over a rough place; but
that, my friends, would ke an imposi-
tion upon the name of friendship. I
might have thought of other influence,
but the only course that seemed open
to me, standing as I do, upon these
bed-rock principles of fundamental
democracy that are sweeping the
world in its wonderful onward march
was this: In order to get the votes
that are necessary to pass this bill, I
must give you the argument, and here
I am this afternoon. God help me, I
can do no less than to give to you out
of the abundance of His service and
loyalty the reasons why vou, the ma-
jority of this honorable body, should
support this measure. I am sorry that
it bears the name of the gentleman
from Lubec from one viewpoint, while
glorying in it from another viewpoint.
I could always raise money better for
some poor fellow who wanted to buy a
coat than I could ask the congregation
to pay for my own support; and so I
can support a Baxter bill, or a Barnes
bill, or a Milliken bill, if I believe it is
for the best interests of this State, a
great deal better and with much more
becoming modesty and grace than I
can get up before you and ask you to
support a Bussabarger bill. I know it
is unbecoming for one to toot his own
horn, as they used to say, but ne-
cessity is upon me to meake this argu-
ment, and that is why I come to you.
I want to say, friends, just as the gen-
tleman from Warren did, that I am not
hidebound or tied to any particular
measure. When there were objections
brought to this bill, I sent to three of
the different states that recently had
enacted these measures—the state of
Kansas, the state of Indiana, the state
of Arkansas—and secured from the
governors of these great states their
recently enacted bone dry laws. I
submitted them to the chairman of the
honorable temperance committee, and
asked them, if thcy did not want the
Bussabarger bill, to substitute one of
these measures in place of it, and said
that I would support it as loyally as I
have supported the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Baxter, in his fight for
the conservation of water powers. But
this was not done for reasons that
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doubtless appealed to the honorable
gentlemen on that temperance com-
mittee—and I am not saying this,

friends, by way of criticism of those
men. I believe that every one of them,
Republican as well as the two Demo-
cratic members, who signed the minor-
ity report, are honest men, and I be-
lieve that if there were no political
necessity behind them, they would
stand for this measure if I could make
them see it as I see it today; and that
is the reason, friends, that I come to
vou, first, to ask the majority members
to support this measure. And the
first reason I give to the gentlemen of
the dominant party in this Legislature
is that it is a much nedéd law as a war
preparedness measure.

Do you not remember that signifi-
cant statement of the great Commoner,
that favored son of the school-teacher,
preacher and shoe-maker, Lloyd
George, who now is the chief adviser
of the grear King of Britain when the
war broke out? What was it? He
said to his fellow countrymen: “Our
greatest foe is not the sword of the
Emperor William, or the Emperor of
Austria-Hungary, nor any Kking nor
potentate; but the greatest enemy that
England has to face in this war is
King Alcohol.” And to the everlasting
shame of the great British Nation,
they have permitted King Alcohol to
down her great Chancellor, now Prime
Minister of England, Lloyd George,
until he stood up before his fellow
countrymen with tears in his eyes and
said, “As long as I am in politics, I
will never touch liquor again.” So,
friends, today, when all through this
Nation in arms, this war of men, the
call is going out that your country
needs you, and the President of the
United States, your President and
mine, the Commander in Chief of the
armies and navies of this Nation, calls
for men, sober men are wanted, and
no greater war measure for the prep-
aration of this old Pine Tree State in
my humble opinion and judgment
could be passed by this body than a
measure that will make the State of
Maine bone dry.

Friends, there is another need for
the passage of this measure by this
great dominant party of Maine and
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that is to stop the leak and prevent
the traffic between this State and New
Brunswick. I have nothing against
our Canadian friends, our Canadian
cousing. We call them ‘“blue-noses”
down around the border, but they
make splendid citizens. Sometimes
they help us out in our political cam-
paigns before they are naturalized, but
that is necither here nor there. It is
not that so muech that I object to, it is
this nefarious traffic in which they are
engaged.

The other day when we were discuss-
ing another measure, the long and short
lobster double gauge bill, the gentleman
from Scarboro, Mr. Newcomb, declared
that there was certain traffickers who
came to the fishermen and got the war-
dens drunk and kept them drunk five
days. Friends, I know that to be a fact,
and they go across the border from Lu-
bec into the Province of New Brunswick.
They have a notorious rumseller there,
and I do not know whether he is a Ca-
nadian by birth or not—he may be a
renegade American—but what does he
do under these laws? He permits his
men to help him carry along the sea-
coast his rum goods, and he buys up
the short lobsters from fishermen at
five cents a piece and pays them in wet
goods. And that is not the only viola-
tion of law. He even leaves these men
in imminent danger of death. Shortly
after I was elected to the legislature, I
was down that coast a few miles when
he was plying his traffle, and a fisher-
man, who is a sober man and whose
testimony would go as far in a court
of justice as mine or any member of
this honorable body, told me that just a
few days before he found a fisherman in
his boat there, in the most dangerous
part of the precipitous coast, amidst the
rocks, with a broken oar and almost in-
sensible from the rum that this traffick-
er, and ostensibly respectable lawbreak-
er, had given him, Ten minutes more,
said the fisherman, and he would have
gone down to a watery grave. Now the
next Sunday, when I saw the daughter
of that fisherman, a beautiful golden-
haired little girl, as pure and sweet as
any city girl of this beautiful city of
Augusta, sitting down there in front of
me with a smile of innocence on her
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face and with all the delightful outlook
of life before her. I said in my heart
of hearts “Little daughter, how near you
came the other day to being left father-
less to battle against the cold currents
of life’s great ocean,” and then and there,
friends, in my heart of hearts, like that
other Kentuckian who went from the
back woods of my native State to the
capital of our country, when he saw the
inhuman slave trade that kept people in
bondage, I registered a vow and 1 said
“By the help of the IZternal God if I
ever get a chance to hit that thing, T
will hit it hard.” And that is the rea-~
son, friends, that last autumn, months
before I ever came to this Capitol, I
wrote to the leader of our democracy
and said that T was to introduce such a
measure, or a similar one, making a
jail sentence for selling rum, for pour-
ing this rotten hell-fire and damnation
into our fellowmen, and I so informed
the Chief Executive of this, the Pine
Tree State of Maine. This has been no
sudden inspiration, friends, but it was
born of necessity that called for action,
that will make this State what it ought
to be in deed, in reality, and not merely
in name or in formality.

Friends, I want to answer some of
the objections that have been brought
against this measure from some who
differ from me in politics. They say it
is a political measure, and I want to
place in the record this objection that is
brought. I am going to reserve the
gentleman’s name because he is a po-
litical opponent of mine, and he might
think that I was doing this to queer
him in his ambitious project of being a
county attorney in a great county of
Maine; but I have got to read the ob-
jections which he frames to the so-

called Bussabarger Bill. He says “My
dear Sir: Yours of the sixth inst.
with copy of the ‘B. B. B. Act en-

closed, and wish to thank you for same.
I have nothing to say in re the matter
other than I have already written, the
‘sacramental’ part is damned rot, and
you know it, but if you want to father
that farce, I am perfectly willing that
you should do so. I have not ‘joined
Bro. Dudley’ or any body else In this
matter and do not know his opinion in
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the matter. I do know that I am in
favor of prohibition and have always
been in favor of it. I am also aware
that you Democrats expect to win over
the State of Maine by having enactel
-at this session of the legislature some
measure in regards to prohibition simi-
lar to the act presented by yourself,
and while the Democratic party may
keep in the ‘Rum Rut’, I for one think
that such a measure as the one in ques-
tion will bring more votes to the Re-
publican Party than it will take away,
and I feel that you are not working
for the interests of the Republican
party and I know that you do not ex-
pect me to believe that you are sincere
in expecting your act to be enforced
after its passage. But, I believe the
Democratic party has a surprise in
store for itself on this same ‘Booze Bill’
and that it will not act as it is expected.
Yours very truly.”

Gentlemen, there is an argument right
in that letter for the majority to support
this measure, because it will help you
more than it will help the minority and
gain you more votes and be a surprise
to the Democracy. Surely, friends, a
gentleman who has been for 25 years
in politics as a leader of the Republi-
can party would not make an argument
like that if he did not feel that he was
on the right track; and I want to tell
you, friends, frankly that I believe there
is something in what he says about it
helping the Republican party if you
pass this Bussabarger Bill.

After we made our fight here and
had a little domestic infelicity over the
Suffrage referendum, a gentleman told
me that by my action I had helped to
make certain the reelection of Governor
Milliken two years hence by 30,000 ma-
jority; and, friends, if the passage of
this bill making Maine dry and forever
taking the rum question out of politics,
as my good Brother Pattangall has said,
so that we can devote our attention to
other great measures of preparedness,
re-elect Governor Milliken I say; joy
speed him on the way! I could tell you,
friends, something about my stand in
regard to the Governor that would make
you feel that every word I say in that
is sincere, but it would also be a bomb-
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shell in my future career and for that
reason I cannot speak of it. (Laughter.)

I think the gentlemen—I forgot what
town he hails from-—who said this
morning that somebody accused the
majority of politics,—and certainly,
friends, those of the majority did ac-
cuse brother Pattangall and myself of
politics in this measure,~—ought not to
use such an argument. It would be
unbecoming in me, standing in the po-

sition I do, to even insinuate that
there had heen any politics n the de-
lberations of this 78th legislature.
You are acnorable gentlemen; all of
us are hononable gentlemen. They

address us vthat way on the envelopes,
and we will be pleased in future years
to have our children read in the rec-

ords “The Honorable Gentleman from
Lubec;” “The Honorable Gentleman
from Bartgor.” And so, friends, I

think that this argument that is made
about there being a joker in the Bus-
sabarger Bill is a little off color. That
joker, to put it in a homely phrase of
the Kentuckian’s dialect, means, in
simple language, that there is a *“nig-
ger in the woodpile;” and the way
the majority have been sounding
around this bill trying to smell out
the colored gentleman for the last two
monthsg, reminds me of an old hunt-
er’s pack of hounds out in the Ozark.
A preacher friend of mine stayed all
night with him, but he did not get
much rest for all through the night
those hunting dogs were raging around
the house-—the bungalow-—and the
little log cabin—first in one place and
then another. The next morning my
tired preacher friend said to the old
Ozark hunter: “Those dogs of yours
certainly had something treed last
night down in the swamp, didn’t
they?” The old hunter set down his
cup of coffee untasted and said
“Them hounds certainly were scent-
ing something, but from the amount
of noise thev made, T don’t think they
could quite locate it Now, friends,
T do not think that the leaders who
have been looking for a joker, for a
conr in the woodpile, have been quite
able to find which tree he is up. I
want to say, friends, that I have no
revelation from the IT.ord about this
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thing; I do not know the innermost
thoughts, the secret thoughts, the in-
tent of the soul, of the gentleman
who has stood with me as sponsor of
this bill. I used to be a bitter oppon-
ent of his, and blamed him for every-
thing that went wrong in the Demo-
cratic party; but I want to make
amends for any injustice that I ever
had, even in thought or word, towards
my fellow man, and I give it to you as
my unbiased judgment that the gen-
tleman who drew this bill with me,
and stood with me before the comit-
tee and appealed to you to pass it, is
as sincere in his desire for prohibition
in Maine as the gentleman who is
speaking to you or as any leader of

temperance in the State. T want to
say to you, friends, that every word
that he has given to me as counsel

has been shown to he true throughout
the three months of this long, grind-
ing session; and, if I were the Chief
Fxecutive of this grand old State of
Maine, a dream, friends, that would
never come true for a Kentuckian in
this State, T would want at my right
hand as chief counsellor the Honorable
William R. Pattangall, who drew the
Bussabarger bill.
Now, friends, why
crats here in this
back up this measure?
they be ready?

are the Demo-
House ready to
Why should
Why should any of
the Democrats in the national Con-
gress and in these other states of
Oregon, Washington, Kansas, Indiana,
Arkansas and Georgia, support bone-
dry bills?  You know, friends, that
thirty years ago a base slander was
hurled at the Democracy of the nation
hy a reverend gentleman of the cloth,
who claimed that this party was only
the party of rum and rebellion and
religious fanatiecs, and for thirty
vears one or the other of these argu-
ments has been hurled at the Democ-
racy. And, friends, I want forever
and a day to discredit that argument.
That is one of the reasons why I
stand here supporting this measure,
because 1 say to you that T do not
believe it is true. Now this is not
saying, friends, that there was not an
element of truth in it in days gone
by. In 1912, both of the old parties
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made an appeal for the wet vote—
for the ligquor interests; and Champ
Clark and his astute managers—and
Champ Clark is an elder in one of our
Christian churches in Missouri—un-
doubtedly got the solid wet vote of this
nation. They knew on which side their
bread was buttered. In 1916, the same
old parties made an appeal for the votes
of this element, but what was the re-
sult, friends? Mr. Hughes and the
Republican ticket got the wet vote, and
Woodrow Wilson got it in the neck.
If do not believe that, friends, take
up the political map of the United
States and lock at the states that voted
for Woodrow Wilson in 1916, and then
look at the states that rolled up al-
most superhuman majorities for the
Republican nominee for President.
Does anyone here helieve that, in the
state of Massachusetts, in Boston, the
liguor vote went for CGov. Walsh a
few vears ago when he was defeated,—
the bhest governor that Massachusetts
has had for a generation? Why, even
the leaders of the saloon openly came
out in the papers and declared that it
was a confidence game and a crime
that the wet vote had defeated the
Democratic candidate for governor.
Neither is it denied that, in the city
of New York, that great Democratic
stronghold bhetrayed the candidate be-
cause of the liquor question; and, if
it had not been for the temperance
vote of the West, for the women of
California, and for the golid South,
Woodrow Wilson would have been
defeated and Charles Hughes would

now be the President of the TUnited
States. Now what is the result of
that? There has been a new aligh-

ment in Congress, and it was no polit-
ical trick for the majority party there
to support a bone-dry bill for the Disg-
trict of Columbia and for the tem-
perance states of this nation. T get
this direct from the national capital
itself, when a few days ago—a week
or two ago—one of my most devoted
friends came from the leader of the
Democracy, and told me that they
were launching out to make this the
great isspe in 1920; and, when the
gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
zerald, got up to speak against the
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bone-dry bill-——the Reed amendment—
he was hissed off the floor by his own
members. Friends, I therefore am fol-
lowing the lead of those devoted Dem-
ocrats who repudiate the slurs and
the slanders like that the gentleman
of your own town hurled at me sum-
mer before last when he said he did
not have to prove that the Democratic
party was the wrong party because it
stunk with rum like a drunken man;
and I say to you, friends, that there
is need for this great reform in the
State of Maine,

Some minister wrote to me the
other day and said: “Well, T have
told my flock that the Bussabarger
bill would be referred to them to vete
on this coming September and that
they must all vote for it; but now
T will have to tell them that they will
have to wait for National prohibition.”
They gay that the Reed i1l will do the
work. I want to say to you, friends.
that the Reed Bill will not do the
work for the State of Maine. I was
handed this letter just the other day.
It comes from a rum-seller in the city
of Boston and T want to read it to you.

“Boston, Mass.

“Pear Sir: The Congress of the
United States has passed a law forbid-
ding the shipment of liquor after July
first, 1917, inio your State except for

scientific, sacramental, medicinal and
mechanical purposes. Therefore after
that date vyou can order only for

medicinal use. We will not be able to
ship your order unless you order it
that way. Remember this law does
not prevent you from receiving what
liquor yvou neced for medical use. Mark
vour order ‘For medical use only)
‘We thank you for past favors.”
(T.aughter and applause.)

I want to say, gentlemen, that the
joke is on you. That letter was not
addressed to me, it was put in my box
out there by someone who did not put
a stamp on it. (Laughicr and ap-
plause.)

Now, friends, I appreciate the little
subtle humor there, and that is the
reason I did not let that other secret
out. Friends, the Bussabarger bill
will cure that defect in the Reed
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Amendment. I do not believe it is in-
tended by the temperance men at
Washington to let a joker into that
bill, but thet it got in just like certain
things get! into these bills that have
been kept tack here until the last few
hours of a dying lcgislature and then
dumped into the hopper and sluiced
through like a great torrent of water
coming down a mountain. I do not
know hal’ what is in the bills I have
let go thiough here this week, and, if

I had not made a pledge to my con-
stituency, ! believe I would have felt
like resigning and going home, And
that is what happened there. That

bill was pnised in the dying hours and
probhably one-third and maybe two-

thirds of tie members never read it;
they thought it was all right. The
Bussabarger bill will cure that, be-

cause that »ill says that the possession
of liquors shall be prima facie evi-
dence of illegal importation. You do
not have to prove that he did not get it
for mediciral, mechanical, sacramen-
tal, er scientific purposes. He has got
the burden of proof laid on his should-
ers, and are all the doctors of this
State of Miine going to stultify them-
zelves by writing out a  false recipe
that this man is sick and must have
somne of the good old Grand Dad or
Sam Blake or Bourbon to cure him—a
little wine for his stomach’s sake as
Paul said to Timothy. No, friends,
they have got a tremendous task to
prove to the satisfaction of the court
that they have not been importing it
for illegal purposes. As one of my
Democratic colleagues says, the Bus-
sabarger bill gets down to the bottom,
and it does, friends; and so without
further ado I ask you not to look upon
this measure as a joke. The joke
might be on you who vote against it
on the coming days.

Now to substantiate what I Thave
said that T am not a mere political re-
former who has suddenly taken a no-
tion to this thing, I will read here a
letter from the former Governor of In-
diana, J. Frank Hanley, under date of
April 13th, 1914,

“R. E. Bussabarger, Lubec, Maine.

Dear Fricnd: Please to consider this
as the acknowledgment of your con-
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jcribution to the support of the “Fly-
ing Squadron.” Thanking you for
your contribution, hoping you can en-
list and help others, I am
Sincerely yours,
J. Frank Hanley.”

We were enlisting for war, and this
is the pledge that we signed:
“The Flying Squadron of America.

Declaration of War.

We stand for the National Prohibi-

tion of the Liquor Traffic. On this is-
sue we fignt,

‘Whenever a politician or an ex-
ecutive officer, or a political party,
prefers the liquor traffic above the

public morals, such men must be set
aside and such parties abandoned.
To the accomplishment of this high
purpose we dedicate ourselves, and in-
vite all who are with us agreed to en-
roll in this army by signing this
pledge of service.”

I signed that pledge and here is the
proof of it:

“Cherryfield, May 27th, 1915.
Mr. Bussabarger, Lubec, Maine.

Dear Sir: I have rec’d from you one
dollar for the June campaign fund W.
C. T. U. Thank you very much. I
am glad to learn of your interest in
National Prohibition. You will help
the cause along in many ways I am
sure. Success to you in all your work.
Yours respectfully,

Mrs. Harrist Coffin Ward, Co. Treas.”

Now, friends, these two letters, one
from the leader of the great temper-
ance movement in Indiana and the
nominee in the last election for Presi-
dent on the Prohibitory ticket, J.
Frank Hanley, a former Republican,
substantiates what I have said. The
county treasurer of the W. C, T. U.
two years ago wrote this commenda-
tion. You cannot—I know you will
not—for one instant doubt that I am
sincere, and I want you to be able to
say that there was one man in the
legislature who would support what he
deemed to be the best measure that
was presented.

Friends, I learned these lessons of
liberty and civic righteousness when a
lad being educated in the Queen City
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of Kentucky, the beautiful blue-grass
town of Lexington. Many a time have
I gone out beneath the great statue of
Henry Clay, standing there nearly 150
feet above the city’s heights, with up-
lifted hands as though he would still
the waves of passion that were beat-
ing up against each other over the Mas-
on and Dixon Line from 1840 to 1860,
and then I have gone with reverent
and bared head and I have stood out-
side the stcne tomb and looked at the
stone sarcophagus where his ashes are
now today and read those last words
of his that, by his request doubtless,
were Inscribed thereon. And those
words have been to me like the pillar
of cloud by day and the fire by night:
I can with unshaken confidence appeal
to the Divine Arbiter for the truth of
the declaration that in all my public
acts I have been influenced by no im-
pure purpose; have sought no personal
aggrandizement; but in all my public
acts I have with a sole and single eye
and a warm devoted heart directed and
dedicated to what in my bpest judgment
I believed to be the true interests of
my country.” And as God knows my
heart, as an humble, erring, imperfect
man, just like you men, with Ilike
passions, who knows how to sym-
pathize with the ignorant and erring,
because I, myself, have been cencom-
passed by infirmities, T come to you
with this last appeal to the men of
Maine, who meatch the mountains of
Maine and the tall pines of the forest,
and I ask you to support this measure
becavse I support it, because

“I want to be strong with the strength
of men
‘Who are strong in the sense of right,

I want to lift song with the songs of
men

Who sing of the truth of the light;

I want to be rich with the wealth of
men

Who are poor in every sense except
this—

That they love their wives and they
guard their homes
And they lean to a little one’s kiss.”

(Applause.)

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, I move that when the vote is
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taken it be taken by the yeas and nays.
A sufficient number having arisen, the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
the question, on which you are to vote.
You are voting on the motion of the
gentleman from Warren, Mr. Andrews,
that the minority report “ought to
pass’ be accepted. The clerk will call
the names of the members and those in
favor of the motion of Mr. Andrews of
Warren will answer yes when their
names are called; those opposed will
answer 1.0.

YEA—Andrews, Warren; Billings, Bol-
due, Boman, Vinalhaven; Boynton, Bussa-
barger, Descoteaux, Dow, Emerson, Grant,
Harman, Hart, Holbrook, Hoclt, Skowhe-
gan; Hooper, Hunt, Kneeland, T.awrence,
Meserve, .uesser, Morin, Neilon, Packard.
Newburgh; Packard, Rockland; Sawyer,
Madison; Tate, Tuttle, Washburn, Wat-
son, Welch, Webb. Yes—21.

NAY—Albert, Alden, Allan, Portland;
Allen, Sanford; Ames, Andrews, Norway;
Averill, Babb, Rarnes, Baxter, Berry,
Besse, Bowman, Detroit; Bragdon, Brew-
ster, Brown, Burbank, Buuzzell, Cates,
Chaplin, Bridgton; Chaplin, South Port-
land; Charles, Clark, Harrison, Clarke,
Randolph; Clason, Clifford. Coffin, Cole,
Eliot; Cole, Iitna; Conary, Crediford,
Cummings, Cushman, Daigle, New Cana-
da Pl.; Daigle, Wallagrass; Day, Dutton,
Eaton, Ellis, Gardiner; Ellis, York; Far-
rington, Fleming, Fletcher, Flint, Frost.
Gannett, Gurney, Hanson, Hall, Harris,
Hartwell, Hill, Holley, Holt, Gouldsboro;
Howard, Hutchins, Jenkins, Jennings,
Jordan, Cumberland; Knight, ILangley,
Largay, Larrabee, Leavitt, Lenfest,
Lewis, Libby, Longley, Lyford, McNally,
Merrill, Morison, Murray, Newcomb,
O’'Connell, T’endexter, Phillips, Picner,
Purington, Ranney, Redman, Reed, Rich-
ards, Rounds, Rowe, Russell, Ryder,
Sawyer, HEden; Sisson, Snow, Bluehill;
Snow, Mars Hill; Speirs, Stearns, Stan-
ley, Stubbs, Turner, Wagg, Watts, Wil-
liams, Wilson. No.—100.

ABENT-—Anderson, Brackett,
Corliss, Dearth, Driscoll, Drisko, Garce-
lon, Goldthwait, Greenlaw, Hammond,
Jordan, Baileyville; King, Levesque, Mur-
phy, Mutty, Nicholas, Pattee, Powers.—
Absent—19.

During the roll call, Mr. I.ongley of
Sidney said as follows:

“Mr. Speaker, may I say a word? 1
want to explain my position before I
announce my vete. No man in the
State of Maine stands any more rigidly
for enforcement of the laws than I do;
but we have already had many drastic

Clement,
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measures which seemed to cover this
ground so completely that I signed the
majority report of the committee
“ought not to pass’, and 1 shall vote
no.”

Thirty-one having voted in the af-
fimative ard one hundred in the neg-
ative, the motion of the gentleman
from Warren, Mr. Andrews, was lost.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the House voted to accept the majority
report.

The SPRAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the l.ouse out of order Senate
Report of the Committee on Ways and
Bridges, reporting “ought to pass” on
bill, entitled “An Act to amend Chapter

25 of the Mevised Statutes, relating to
the State zad State aid highways, and
providing o mill tax fund for their con-
struction,” reporting the same in new
draft under same title and that it ought
to pass. The Chair would inform the

House that the other two bills under
consideration are House Document No.
47 and the House Report of the Com-
mittee on \Ways and Bridges reporting
“ought not o pass” on Resolve amend-
ing Article Nine of the Constitution so
as to permit an increased bond issue for
constructicr. and improvement of State
and State aid highways. Is it the wish
of the House that we assign any special
time limit on this debate?

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: I would say,
Mr. Speaker, that you need not assign
any time for me for I shall be less than
five minutes. I move that the report be
accepted in concurrence with the ISen-
ate. Just a few words is all that I in-
tend to say about the pending question.
If any gentleman wishes to ask about
this second new draft, T would be pleas-
ed to answer if T can.

The Committee on Ways and Bridges
had these three propositions before
them early ‘n the session and they gave
them all careful consideration. TUnder
the existiny conditions and circum-
stances, it seemed advisable to us to
recommend the so-called mill tax bill
The other two bills were unanimously
reported “ought not to pass.” This bilt
differs from the original draft in one
or two particular instances. 1In the
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original draft of the bill the approval of
the Governor and Council was all the way
through it. It was felt by the committee
that the approval of the Governor and
Couneil should be in it in such places as
would place the control of the Ilighway
Commission in the same manner as other
departments and it has done so, which
is agreeable to the Governor and to all
concerned.

The proposition in the original bill
was that the increased maintenance
meant from sixty to one hundred twen-
ty-five dollars a mile. We did not deem
that expedient and we cut it out of tne
bill in the new draft so that it stood as
it was formerly—sixty dollars a mile
as the limit.

In regard to the  automobile feature,
which is really an important factor
when you stop to consider the amount
of money which is received each year
from that department, it is estimated
this vear that it will be about $425,000.
As you realize, the automobile people,
those who pay this tax, understand that
it goes to certain purposes. Those pur-
poses are reported in certain sections—
Section 23 of the second new draft.
First, for the payment of bonds as they
mature; second, for the payment of in-
terest and of maintenance of the road,
also for the expense of the Highway
Department, The balance, if any, goes
to the construction of State aid and
highway work. Those, of course, are
naturally the roads where the automo-
biles travel most.

The idea of this bill, if passed by the
legislature, is to have it go into effect
in 1918. It is considered by the Gov-
ernor that there are ample funds for all
that are necessary for 1917; and Section
35, as you will notice in the second new
draft, will tell you that he will assure
us of at least $500,000 to be placed upon
the trunk line roads this coming year.
That does not include bonds which may
be re-issued or bonds that have been
reissued, but includes the bonds which
have not been issued in amounts of
$1,000 and also the money received from
Federal aid.

T think I have explained the points in
this bill that differ from the original
bill. If there are any questions, you
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would like to ask, I should be pleased
to answer them if I can.

Mr. REDMAN of ZEllsworth: Mr,
Speaker, I am not opposed-.to the mill
tax. I am somewhat opposed to this
bill before us for the reason that I do
not believe it provides enough money.
I believe that if we are going on the
pay as you go principle in building our
roads that you should have a two mill
tax; otherwise you will pay, put you
will not go. On the other hand, if we
are only to have a one mill tax, I sub-
mit that we should have a certain
amount of money to go with that to put
into the permanent features of our road
consiruction.

Now in regard to the mill tax and in
regard to this pay as you go principle
that this bill involves, I believe that the
people throughout the State of Maine,
people who have signed petitions advo-
cating the passage of this law, are
greatly mistaken and at sea. For in-
stance, as you all know, the Grange fa-
vors this mill tax bill, and has presented
various petitions to this House in fa-
vor of it. I would like to call your at-
tenlion briefly to a letter which was
addressed to the Secretary of the Grange
at Freeport. It beging, “Will you kindly
read the following communication at
the next meeting of yvour Grange? The
mill tax bill hag gone through the se-
verest test that a financial measure
ever underwent in Maine. It has proved
itself to be sound in every detajl, and
has been adopted by Gov. Milliken in
his Budget measure as the basis for
distribution of the road funds after the
year 1917. The letter goes on and
quotes various figures showing the
amount that would be available under
the mill tax, and then contains this en-
lightening eclause, and it is in heavy
type: ‘“Note carefully. The mill tax
for highway funds does mnot increase
your State tax one penny. Whatever
additional funds will be necessary to
meet the State’s expenses will be raised
by indirect taxation.”

I have no dcubt that many of the
petitions that have come in here from
Granges over the State of Maine have
been produced on such statements as

=
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that. Now we might as well get right
down to business. If we are going to
have a mili tax, we have got to pay it,
and whether you own a farm, whether
you own an automobile or a ten-story
building in one of cur large cities, you
are going to pay one mill on a doilar
for roads. You cannot get away from
that; and, if you put this mill tax law
into effect and into operation, the
people all over this State of Maine who
are taxed a mill on a dellar are going to
expect to see scme roads. They are
going to expect to see some roads right
in their own town; that is natural; it is
human nature. But how much road can
we build with this mill tax alone? Un-
der this law we would get $521,000. Take

$200,000 out of that, State aid, and it
leaves $321,000. Now we have got to

take $145,000 cut of that in 1918 for our
Federal roads. I believe it is no more
than fair that we should all under-
stand just what this Federal road prop-
osition means. It means that we are
going to have a stretch of Tederal high-
way up through the middle of the State
here which will toiich abhout four
counties. It is perfectly right that the
Federal road should be built that way;
the Federal Government requires it, It
will he a road costing substantially
$15,000 a mile—between $12,000 and $15,-
000—so0 that vou take out your $145,000
from yvour mill tax and put it on vour
Federal money and you would only
have $176,000 left to build state high-
ways all over the remainder of the
State of Maine outside of your four
counties that get the Federal road; and,
prerhaps, the first year the TFederal
road would only go into one or two
counties. That $176,000 will build just
about twenty-five miles of road—twen-
ty-five miles of road for twelve counties
—two miles to a county. Now when the
people all over this State of Maine are
taxed a mill for roads, and you only
put substantially two miles of state
highway into their county, vou are go-
ing to hear, T helieve, a hue and cry
against the mill tax. T think that will
be human nature that you should hear
that hue and cry. T believe in the Fed-
eral road going up through the center
of the State: T think it is right, but T
believe that if we are going to satisfy

the people of this State with a measure
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providing f.r the raising of funds for
road constriction, we have got to give
them somathing more than we give
them under this mill tax law. To be
sure, they gt a little more in State aid
—8200,000 gones inlo State aid—but when
you spread rthat out all over the State,
it only means just a few hundred feet
more in earh town. It is pot anything.
And yet you are taxing every town and
every singl: city in addition to what
they have aid in the past for roads;
and will the get the road? That is the
point to he decided.

What is 11e argument in favor of a
bond issue” You have all heard it.
The idea that you take certain moneys
—bonds—anil put those moneys into
the perman:nt features of road con-
struction. (‘ur roads today are costing
us $6,000, §7 100 and sometimes $10,000 a
mile; and, i you will go through these
Highway Commission reports and look
at such items, for instance, as excava-
tion rock «xeavation, stone masonry,
stone drain and certain concrete work,
vou will fir1 that in substantially ev-
ery mile of highway that we are build-
ing in the =tate of Maine today those
permanent features cost from forty to
sixty-six par eont. of the total cost of
constructicr. It seems fair that future
generations which get just as much ad-
vantage from the permanent feature of
construction as the present generation,
should help pay for them. There are
certain objections that the mill tax
people raise against a bond issue in
any form, and the first one is that we
cannot build any more roads here in
the State of Maine than the mill tax
provides for. Gentlemen, don't you
think we can build more than two
miles to a county? Why, it costs more
on the average to build two miles to
the county than it does to build four or
five miles. We will have no trouble in
getting cortractors on the Federal
road up through the middle of the
State, and T submit that here in the
State of Mazine, all over this State and
the various counties, we can build
more than two miles on the average in
those counties outside of the counties
which get IPederal aid, and that we can
build four or five miles on the average
in each one of those counties at a less
expense per mile than we can build
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two miles, because, you know, the con-
tractors will contract at a cheaper rate
on a four mile job than they will on
two miles.

A lot of you have come over here and
put resolves into this box asking for
road construction in your town, and
you have gone before the committee on
highways and bridges—an excellent
committee, gentlemen; don’t think for
one moment that I want to criticise the
work cf that committee; T think it is
one of the most conscientious com-
mittees that we have had in this legis-
lature and I know how they have
worlzed. T admire every member of
that committee, and I think that they
are entitled to great credit for the time
and thought they have given to this
hichway problem; and I know that this
bhill that they bhave reported is a bill
that comes right straight from their
congciences, We have puil resolves in
that bhox there for road construction
and we have 2one before that commit-
tee and presented our case. YWe have
beeen turned down, manyv of us, hut we
had to he turned down; there could he
no other action on their part, and why?
Because the road could not be built?
No, because they did not have the
money, and that has alwavs been the
reason why we cculd not go ahead with
our construction of roads in this State,
namely, hecause we haven’'t had the
monev. This one mill tax does not
raise sufficient money to provide for a
comprehensive road construction all
over the State of Maine.

Another objection that those who ad-
vocate the mill tax raise against the
bond issue in any form is that the peo-
ple won't vote for it. How do we know
that the people won’t vote for it? On
the other bond issue they voted four to
one in favor of it. We do not know
that the people are going to vote in
favor of suffrage, do we? DBut we have
submitted the question to them. We
do not know that the people are going
to vote in fav * of the various questions
that are to be submitted to them next
September. The only way we can find
out is to submit the question to them,
and I do not believe it would tax their
mentality a great deal to add this ques-
tion of having a bond issue for roads in
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addition to our mill tax. Let’s find out
what they say. If they say mno, all
right; no harm done. If they say ves,
when thig legislature convenes two
years from now, they will have some
money to go ahead with. Is not that a

fair proposition What is the trouble
with it?
Another objection that they raise

against the bond issue is that it will be
burdening future generations. It will
not be burdening future generations for
something that they do not get the
use of. If we put our bond money into
permanent uses of construction, it will
simply be asking future generations to
help pay for features in our road con-
struction that they get just as much
use of as woe have. Why, when you go
out and take a narrow, winding, country
road, and spend thousands of dollars in
excavation to drain that road, straighten
it, to make it passable at nearly all
times of the year, those thousands of
dollars that you put into that road ac-
crue to the advantage of future genera-
tions as much as to those of us who
are heve today.

But the next great argument that is
presented against the bond issue—and I
am only going to take just a few min-
utes longer, perhaps four or five min-
utes, T know you are tired and so am I
—the next great argument, and it is
the great insurmountable barrier that
they present against the bond issue, is
interest charges. We have allowed up
here in the State of Maine the conser-
vatism of our Yankee forbears, I be-
lieve, to develop stagnation in the Yan-
kee of today. It is repulsive to the
business judgment of the Yankee to
put out anything in interest charges. If
we issue a million dollars in bonds to-
day, and those bonds run along for 28
yvears. I think we will have paid out
a million dollars in interest charges;
but the way this country has been de-
veloped has been on the interest pay-
ment plan. Every great railroad, every
great industry, every great business,
has been developed on the payment of
interest charges. You go all over this
State today and drive up through it and
vou will see countless abandoned farms;
vou will gee dilapitated and tumbled-
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down old farm buildings, many of them
not having had a drop of paint during
the present generation. You have heard
on this floor numerous times about our
sons and daughters here in the State of
Maine, that as soon as they are edu-
cated at the expense of the State they
go to other statesi and make their
homes. We have heard all that this
winter. Our farmers are growing poor-
er, our farms are running out, and the
young men and women of the State are
leaving by the hundreds every year over
a very large portion of this iState, But
that is not true of the entire State of
Maine, it is not true of the splendid
county of Aroostook, whose valuation, I
believe, is today 35 times greater than
it was fifty years ago. It is the only
county east of the Ohio River that has
made progress commensurate with the
middle west and the western territory
beyond. And you have made that pro-
gress up in Aroostook, how? Why, by
paying interest charges. They have
done just what the West did; they have
done just what the South is doing to-
day; they have mortgaged the very air
they breathe; they have paid interest,
interest, interest. But they have had
something to recompense them for the
payment of those interest charges. That
is the only way you will aver be able
to go ahead and build your roads in
the State of Maine.

We have a war coming on and some
perhaps will say that we ought not 1o
submit this matter to the people because
of the war. TUnderstand, the people do
not vote on the proposition that the
money shall be spent, or how it shall be
spent or when it shall be spent. The
people will simply vote on the proposi-
tion, will the legislature at the proper
time have authority to issue bonds to
carry out the construction of our roads.

The SPEAKER: Are vou ready for
the question on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, that
the House concur in the acceptance of
the majority report of the Committee
on Ways and Bridges, “ought to pass”?

A viva voce vote being had,

The motion of Mr. Clason of Lisbon
prevailed and the bill had its three
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several readings under a suspension of

the rules and was passed to be en-
grossed.
Mr. REDJMAN of Ellsworth: Mr.

Speaker, just simply to dispose of the
matter, I move that House Doc. 47, the
bill, be subsi.tuted for the report of the
committee,

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I hope
that motion will not prevail,

The SPEAKER: The Chair cannot
put the motion until the papers are in

its possession, so it can ascertain what
the report ia.
The Chair lays before the House

House Report of the Committee on
Ways and Pridges, reporting ‘“ought nou
to pass” on House Document 47, pro-
viding for & bond issue for the perma-
nent improvement of highways, and the
gentleman ifrom Xllsworth, Mr. Red-
man, moves that the bill be substituted
for the report.

A viva voces vote being taken,

The motio: was lost.

On moticn by Mr. Clason of lisbon,
the report “ought not to pass” was ac-
cepted, by & viva voce vote.

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 move that the report of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Bridges, “ought not
to pass”’ on Resolve to amend Article
Nine of the Constitution, so as to per-
mit an increased bond issue for con-
struction and improvement of State and
State aid highways be accepted.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BAXTIER of Portland: Mr., Speak-
er, T move that we take from the table
House Order relating to the investiga-
tion of the advisability of putting a
franchise tax on power corporations,
tabled by M. Farrington of Augusta,
as I move that it be indefinitely post-
poned as I -vish to offer a substitute
for it.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BAXTHER: Mr, Speaker, I wish
to offer a sudstitute, and the only dif-
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ference is that instead of referring this
matter to a joint legislative committee,
it is referred to the Board of State As-
sessors., 'That does away with the ne-
cessity of any special committee or
commission, and gives full power to the
Board of State Assessors to investigate
this question. I will read the first five
lines which covers the matter.

“Resolved, the |[Senate concurring, that
the Board of State Assessors be and
hereby is directed to investigate and
report as to the advisability of imposing
an excise, franchise or other tax on cor-
porations within the State of Maine
which generate or distribute or sell elec-
tric current for light, heat and power
purposes.” 1 will not make any argu-
ment on this order unless there 1s op-
position to it. It simply gives the Board
of Assessors the power to Ilook into
this matter and to report their findings
“to the Governor and Council. I move
the order have a passage.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Let me in-
quire of the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Baxter, through the Chair whether
he would be satisfied with this resolve
if it were limited to persons generating
or distributing electricity within the
State.

Mr. BAXTER: I would reply that I
should think it would be all right to
leave out the word “sell.” I do not
want to weaken the order in any way
and T do not want to restrict the State
Board of Assessors in their investiga-
tion. I should like to think that over
for a few moments. There might be
some corporation in the State engaged
in selling electricity which we might
want to know about. I would ask the
privilege of having this laid upon the
table for a few moments.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest that the order might be with-
drawn temporarily.

Mr. BAXTER: I will withdraw the
order with the consent of the House
temporarily and will try to bring it up
before we take a recess.

Senate Bills on First Reading

Senate 432, An Act in addition to
Chapter 26. Revised Statutes, relating
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to the registration of motor vehicles.

The rules were suspended and the
bill was given its three several read-
ings and passed to be engrossed in
concurrence.

Senate 430. An Act relating to
bonds in the probate court, given by
executors and administrators to ob-
tain license to sell real estate, amend-
ing Chapter 76 of the Revised Stat-
utes.

The rules were suspended and the
bill was given its three several read-
ings and passed to be engrossed in
concurrence.

Senate 417. Resolve in favor of the
Reformatory for Women for the con-
struction of additional buildings and
other purposes for the years 1917 and
1918.

The rules were suspended and the
resolve was given its two several read-
ings and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence,

On motion by Mr, Cole of Eliot, the
vote was reconsidered whereby the re-
solve was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. COLE of Eliot: I understood,
Mr. Speaker, that that was to be left
out this year. T think the appropri-
ation has been left out. I move that
it be indefinitely postponed.

The motion was agreed to.

Senate 431. An Act to provide for
the seizure and forfeiture of vehicles
carrying intoxicating liquor intended
for illegal sale.

The rules were suspended and the
bill was given its three several read-

ings and passed to be engrossed in
concurrence,

From the Senate: Final report of
joint standing committee on agricul-
ture; final report of joint standing
committee on taxation.

The reports were accepted in con-
currence.

From the Senate: An Act to es-
tablish military training in the public
schools.

In the House this was indefinitely
postponed. In the Senate passed to
be engrossed. In the Senate the Sen-
ate voted to insist on its action in
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passing the bill to be engrossed and
asked for a committee of conference.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, the House voted to adhere to
its former action.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have made the corrections
suggested by the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Barnes, in the order that
I tabled a few moments ago, and I
now move that the order be given a
passage under suspension of the rules.

The order received a passage.

From the Senate: The committee
on sea and shore fisheries, to which
was referred the bill entitled “An Act
to amend Chapter 235, Section 3 of
the Public Laws of 1915, providing for
the granting of lobster licenses,” have
had the same under consideration and
ask leave to report the same in new
draft under title of An Act to amend
Section 18 of Chapter 45 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to lobster 1li-
censes, and that it ought to pass.

On motion by Mr. Newcomb of Scar-
boro, the report was accepted in con-
currence and on further motion by the
same gentleman, the bill had its three
several readings under suspension of
the rules and was passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence.

Passed to be Enactad.

An Act to regulate the operation of
motor vehicles for the carriage of
passengers and freight.

An Act to amend Secion 36 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to manner of payment of sal-
aries.

An Act to amend Section 11 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the salaries of the sten-
ographers of the superior courts.

An Act to amend Section 29 of
Chapter 136 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to copy of proceedings in
murder cases.

An Act to prevent public discrim-
ination by reason of religious creed at
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places of puolic accommodation,
sort or amusement.

An Act to revise, collate, arrange
and simplify the inland fisheries and
game laws of the State, both general
and public and private and special,
and the rule: and regulations of the
commissioners of inland fisheries and
game now in force.

re-

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, I
wish to intrcduce a House report out
of order, and I will say that this is
the report of the special committee on
the Executive Mansion. It transfers
the power given that committee to
the Governor and Council. We thought
we had the Blaine Mansion nailed,
but a grandson of James G. Blaine
has just arrived at the age of twenty-
one years, aiicl has been given a birth-
day present of this property and is
coming to Augusta to take up his resi-
dence. He dasires to keep it as his
own home.

The committee appointed under a
joint order o* both Houses to make a
recommendation to this legislature
with regard -0 an Executive Mansion,
beg leave ti report that they have
been unable, after a thorough investi-
gation, to secure any suitable loca-
tion, and recommend that authority be
granted to the Governor and Council
to take such property as they deem
suitable and pay for the same out of
any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated or expended. Per
order Swift, Daxter, Cole, Gannett and
Largay.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Cole of Eliot, it
was

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that
the Governor and Council be and here-
by are authorized to secure by pur-
chase or take by eminent domain any
property in Augusta which in their
judgment may be deemed suitable for
an Executive Mansion, and pay for
the same out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

The House recessed until 7.30.
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EVENING SESSION.

From the Senate: Final report of com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game;
committee on federal relations; commit-
tee on legal affairs; committee on mili-

tary affairs; committee on ways and
bridges.

The reports were accepted in concur-
rence,

The Chair laid before the House An Act
to amend Sections 20 and 21 of Chapter 8
of the Revised Statutes, relating to lands
reserved for public uses. In the House
this was indefinitely postponed and comes
back from the Senate, the Senate insist-
ing on its former action which was passed
to be enacted and a committee of confer-
ence was asked for.

On motion of Mr. Rounds of Portland,
the House voted to adhere to its former
action.

From the Senate: Report of the com-
mittee on judiciary, to which was re-
committed, An Act to amend Section 16 of
Chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes of 1916
relating to manner of voting, reporting
same in new draft under same title and
that it ‘“‘ought to pass.”

In the Senate read and accepted.

On motion by Mr. Stanley of Dixfield
the House concurred in the acceptance of
the report, and on further motion by the
same gentleman the rules were suspended
and the bill was given its three several
readings and passed to be engrossed.

From the Senate: An Act relating to
standing committee on counties.

In the TTouse accepted in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act relating to
the construction of chimnevs.

The House accepted the majority report
of the committee on mercantile affairs
and insurance ‘“ought not to pass.” The
Senate accepted the mincrity report
“ought to pass,” gave the bill two read-
ings and passed it to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Allen of Tortland,
the House voted to adhere to its former
action.
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From the Senate: Report of committee
on pensions, reporting ‘“ought to pass’”
on An Act to amend certain Sections of
Chapter 148 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to pensions for the blind.

In the Senate read and accepted.

In the House accepted in concurrence.

The bill was given its two several read-
ings.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
rules were suspended and the bill was
given its third reading and passed to be
engrossed in concurrence.

Report of committee on conference on
the disagreeing action of the two
branches of the legislature on An Act re-
lating to clerk hire in the office of the
clerk of courts for York county, report-
ing that they cannot agree.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, re-
port accepted.

On further motion by same gentleman,
the House voted to adhere to its former
action,

From the Senate: Report of committee
on appropriations and financial affairs,
reporting ‘“ought to pass’” on Resgolve in
favor of George Martin for services as
clerk and stenographer to the committee
on interior waters.

Report accepted in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
rules were suspended and the resolve was
given its two several readings and passed
to be engrossed in concurrence.

From the Senate: Report of the com-
mittee on appropriations and financial
affairs, reporting that same be referred
to the next legislature, on An Act relat-
ing to the department of agriculture.

Report accepted in concurrence.

From the Scnate: Report of the com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game, re-
porting that same be placed on file, on
concurrent resolution of the Senate and
House and of the assembly of the State
of New York relative to the convention
between the TUnited States and Great
Britain for the protection of migratory
birds.

TReport accepted in concurrence.
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From the Senate: An Act to amend
Chapter 121 of the Public Laws of 1917,
entitled An Act to amend Section 17 of
Chapter 12 of the Revised Statutes, pro-
viding for notice by registers of deeds to
municipal officers of real estate transfers.

In the Senate introduced under suspen-
sion of the rules; given its two several
readings and passed to be engrossed.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
it is very necessary that an amendment
should be added to that bill. It specifies
“within twenty-four hours.” It would be
impossible for the register of deeds for
Cumberland county to comply with that.
If you will simply table it, I will see that
the amendment is put on tomorrow morn-
ing. I move it be tabled until morning.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I would ask through the Chair
if the gentleman cannot prepare his
amendment now.

The SPEAKER: Is it possible to pre-
pare the amendment tonight?

Mr. ALILLAN: Mr. Speaker,
move to indefinitely postpone it.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion to indefinitely postpone the
bill prevailed.

1 Dbetter

From the Senate: An Act relating to
the sale of milk.

In the House the minority report ‘“‘ought
not to pass’” was accepted. In the Sen-
ate the majority report “ought to pass”
was accepted in non-concurrence, and the
bill was read twice under suspension of

the rules and‘passed to be engrossed.

Mr. ALLAXN of Portland:
I move we adhere.

Mr. PURINGTON of Mechanic Falls:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen. do not be
alarmed; I am going to inflict an earache
upon you, you may be sure of that, but
it is a surprise to me that this bill re-
ceived the support of every officer con-
nected with the Grange interests of this
State, and then should be turned down.
The present law while it provides a stand-
ard for milk, makes it impossible for the
producers to comply with it. Somebody
has been around here with a big boo-hoo
about corporations, but I was in conver-

Mr. Speaker,
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sation with & man from Portland the
other day and he said that the Turner
Center was furnishing him milk which
had 49%. Somzbody has said there were
both good corporations and bad corpora-
tions in the State and that the bad should
be discouraged but—the good should be
encouraged. .No bad corporation is fur-
nishing milk to cities as good as that and
in addition civide amongst its patrons
some $50,000. ([t must be a pretty good
corporation. I hopeN this motion of the
gentleman from Portland will not pre-
vail,

It is certairly a good law and places
all producers of milk and all farmers on
an equal basis. If its right to have a
standard busiel of potatoes or apples,
it seems to me right to have a standard
for milk. The farmers of this State
are greatly interested in it. The Maine
Dairyman’s Association ask for it.
Now, gentlemen, I hope that you will
listen to the wishes or the dairymen ot
this State.

Mr. LEAVITT of Livermore: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to call attention
just for a minute to who is interested
in this bill. Mr. Tucker, our State Dairy
Inspector, Mr. Robbins and Mr. Adams
of the Department of Agriculture, and
Doctor Woods of the State Experiment-
al Station are all in favor of this bill,
and most of these gentlemen appeared
before the committee at the hearing on
this bill and spoke in favor of it.

'The Boston Chamber of Commerce, in
a report which they got out last Aug-
ust, 1916, on ¢rading and labeling milk
and cream say that the law should be
changed so that milk and cream should
be standardized. Now, gentlemen, I
think that is « step in the right way. If
you people have got sick of your thin
milk that you are getting delivered to
you in the cities, it is time you had the
old law changed and your milk stand-
ardized. and then when you get milk,
you will know what you are getting.

Mr. LONGLEY of Sidney: Mr.
Speaker, in behalf of the towns which I
represent T have got to say one thing
for this bill. This bill is 2 measure not
only for the interests of the milk pro-
ducer but for the interests of the con-
sumer. I wi'l show you why. In this
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city ¢f Augusta and every city in the
State of Maine there are men using
milk that is not up to the standard.
You may think that is not so, but I
would like to ask you how often your
milk is up to the standard in the Statc
of Maine. In my town they are shift-
ing cver and putting in Holstein cows
because they gel just so much more
from a Folstein cow that tests out only
three per cent. than they do from a
Jersey cow that tests out from six to
eight per cent. If a man is getting
milk from a cow that tests out from
six to eight per cent., that cream is
surely an asset to that man who pro-
duces that milk and it should be worth
something to him.

The point is like this, we can see no
harm in having milk standardized so
that both the consumer and the produc-
er will be on egual terms. As far as
the Turner Center Creamery Iis con-
cerned, I never sold them any cream in
my life, but in my towns they have
purchased of them many years and
they are satisfied for this reason: The
Turner Center Creamery has done
better by them than they ever agreed
to do, and they have paid something in
dividends besides.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr., Speak-
er, let’s not forget that this hill au-
thorizes a man to stir a little butter fat
into skim milk and <ell it for cows’
milk. (Applause).

Mr. O’CONNELIL of Millinocket: Mr.
Speaker, and gentlemen of this House,
T wonld he ashamed to go back to Mil-
linocket and let my constituents know
that such a bill as this came before this
legislature and passed. (Applause).

The pending question being on the
motion of the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Allan, that the House adhere
to its action,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion prevailed.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, the last thing tonight before
adjournment we acted on Bill 559
which was passed to Dbe enacted and
is now in the hands of the Senate, I
suppose. Could that be brought back
to this House?
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The SPEAKER: It was signed about
six o’clock by the Speaker and after
that the Chaii lost track of it. It has
rrobably gone to the Governor.

From the Senate: Reports of judici-
ary comimittee on bill, An Act regulat-
ing the practice of osteopathy.

In the House the majority report,
“ought to pass”, was accepted. In the
Senate the mirority report “ought not
to pass” was accepted in non-concur-
rence.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, T move we insist and ask for
a committee of conference.

A viva voce vote being taken,

'The motion prevailed.

The Chair appointed as a committee
of conference on the part of the House
Messrs. Longley of Sidney, Sawyer of
Madison and Clason of Lisbon.

From the Senate: Reports of the
committee on ways and bridges on An
Act to amend Section 16 and Section 17
of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes,
regarding road commissioners.

In the House the minority report
“ought to pass” was accepted. In the
Senate the majority report “ought not
to pass” was accepted in non-concur-
rence.

Mr. JORDAXN of Baileyville: Mr.
Speaker, T move we insist and ask for
a committee of conference.

A viva voce vcte being taken,

The motion prevailed.

The Chair appointed as a committee
of conference on the part of the House
Messrs. Jordan of Baileyville, Alden of
Gorham and Cummings of Hebron.

The report of the committee of con-
ference, on the disagreeing action of
the two hranches of the Legislature on
House Document 95, An Act to amend
Sections 35 and 38 of Chapter 45 of the
Revised Statutes of 1916, relating to the
measurement of lobsters, reporting that
they were unable to agree. Signed by
Messrs. Peacock, Butler, and Higgins
on the part of the Senate, and Messrs.
Newcomb, Packard and Fletcher on the
part of the House.
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On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Newcomb of Scar-
boro, the House voted to adhere to its
former action,

From the, Senate:
mittee on Pensions,
Resolves:

Resolve providing for a iState pension
for Joann P. Libby.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Myra G. Millet.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Stephen F. Flood.

Resolve in favor of Mary Allen,

Resolve providing a State pension for
Vinnie E. Saunders.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Susan B. Merrill.

Resolve in favor of Zebedee M. Cush-
man.

Resolve In favor of Cora M. Libby.

Resolve in favor of Adaline M. Hana-
ford.

Resolve giving a State pension to
Levi E. Holden.

Resolve in favor of State pension for
Olive A. Getchell, of North Berwick,
Maine.

Resolve in favor of Addie L. Coombs,
of Montville, for State pension.

Resolve in favor of Ellen M. Shute.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Winifred Whitney of Union.

Resolve in favor of a State pension
for Hattie E. Rust, of South Portland.

Resolve in favor of Georgiana Carley.

Resolve in favor of a State pension
for Lucena P. Andrews.

Resolve providing for a State pension
for William H. Clark.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Luella Darling.

Resolve in favor of Charles D. Preble
of Kittery.

Resolve providing a State pension for
William H. Durham.

Resolve in favor of Margaret H. Root
of Kittery.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Drusilla Roberts.

Resolve in favor of Pamelia F. Mec-
FElroy of Topsfield, Washington county,
for State pension.

Resolve in favor of Arvesta M. Con-

Report of the Com-
on the following
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rey, widow of John Conrey, a soldier in
the Civil Wayr.

Resolve in ravor of {Sarah E. White of
Princeton, Washington county, for State
pension.

Resolve providing an increased State
pension for limma A. Gannett.

Resolve providing a State pension for
John Lamson of Vassalboro.

Resolve in favor of Charles S. Robbins
of Lewiston, Maine, for State pension.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Flora Stevens of Lewiston.

Resolve in favor of James D. Wilder
of Hiram, Maine, for State pension.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Dorcas M. Watkins, of Lewiston.

Resolve ir. favor of a State pension
for Lorenzo ). Wright.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Ann M. Larrabee.

Resolve in favor of Phoebe Dano of
Readfield, county of Kennebec and State
of Maine,

Resolve providing a State pension for
Bridget Hogan,

Resolve in favor of Margaret Francis,
of Lubec.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Samuel 8. Goodwin of Amherst.

Resolve in favor of a State pension
for Lydia E. Suitter, of Monticello.

Resolve providing a State pension for
George ¥. Spear.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Hannah Hogan.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Harvey C. Black.

Resolve in favor of Eliza A. McKen-
ney for a iState pension.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Jane Frazier,

Resolve in favor of Theresa Rines for
State pensio=.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Ilecta J. Lawry,

Resclve providing for an increase of
State pension for James R. Hunton of
Milford.

Resolve providing for State pension
for Maria .. Wallace of Lubec.

Resolve providing for a State pension
for Emily T. Smith of Litchfield.

Resolve in favor of Mrs. Rosilla Hall
of Harringtn.
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Resolve in favor of Mrs. 8. J. Ever-
son of Addison.

Resolve in favor of M. Frances Owen.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Maria Snow of Sedgwick.

Resolve in favor of Perlie A. Haskell
of Sidney.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Annie M. Lovell.

Resolve in favor of Bertha A. Toomey.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Syrena B. Withee,

Resolve providing a State pension for
Harriett G. Twombly; reporting same
in a new draft, under title of Resolve
providing for certain State pensions, and
that it ought to pass.

Reporting same in new draft under
title of Resolve providing for certain
State pensions, being Senate Document
No. 438.

On motion by Mr. Sawyer of Madison,
the report was accepted in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
rules were suspended and the resolve
was given its two several readings and
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

On motion by Mr., Farrington of
Augusta, the House voted to recon-
sider the vote whereby Senatc Docu-
ment 434, An Act providing for notice
hy registers of deeds to municipal of-
ficers of real estate transfers.

AMr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr,
Speaker, I now move it take the
course it took in the Senate. I think
there is  a misunderstanding on the
part of the gentleman who postponcd
it.

The SPEAKER: The pending qucs-
tion i3 the motion of the gentleman
from Augusta, Mr. Farrington, that the
bill takes 1its three readings under
suspension of the rules and pass to be
engrossed in concurrence.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.,
Speaker, let me ask the gentleman
from Aungusta, through you, if he has
read the bill zince it was amended?

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker, I
will state I have. It is an amcndment
to a bill T think which has been signed
by the Governor. The entire bill re-
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lates to the duties of the registers of
deeds in making separate returns in
regard to all transfers of property. I

think this amendment takes care of
the situation in the bill.
Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I un-

derstood that all the amendment ac-
complished was to take away the little
free given to the register of deeds. I
cannot sec how this could be of any
value to any one, It is attempt to
notify the assessors of the towns of the
transfer of real estate, probably for the
purposes of taxation, but it strikes me

as a lawyer that it will not ac-
complish anything.
Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.

Speaker, I am advised by the attorney
general’s office that this bill is to re-
peal an act passed early in the session.
Does the bill show?

The SPEAKER: It is No. 434.

Mr. BREWSTER:
of it, Mr. Specaker,.

The SPEAKER: The title of the act
is An Act to amend Section 17 of
Chapter 12 of the Revised Statutes
providing for notices by registers of
deeds of real estate transfers.

I haven’t a copy

Mr. COILLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, can
vou inform us of the course of the bill?
Is it & new hill just introduced?

The SPEAKER: It was introduced
April 3 in the Senate—presentcd un-
der suspension of the rules by Mr.
Chick of Kennebec.

Alr. COLLE: DMr., Speaker, I move it
be indefinitcly postponed.

Mr. IL.ONGLIEY of Sidney: Mr.
Speaker, if that is the bill that I think
it is, I am informed by one or two
registers ot deeds that this will do a
great injustice to every register of
deeds in the State of AMaine. If this
bill should pass and bhecome a law, it
would make it almost impossible for
registei's of deeds to comply with the
law, 1t would work a great injustice
for every register of deeds to be
obliged within 24 hours to do that and
notify the municipal officers as called
for in that bill. They would have to
work nights and have extra girls to
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do it. I want to register my objection
against enacting that bill into law.

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.
‘Speaker, I move this bill be laid on the
table temporarily until we can investi-
gate. Several lawyers seem to be in
doubt as to which and what is being
considered.

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, this legis-
lature has raised the pay of every per-
son getting over $1500 a year who has
asked them. It has killed the pay of
every one who works in an office. To
add any more burdens to the girls in
the offices of registers of deeds or
that they shall be busy any more hours
a day than they are, is a great injus-
tice. I move the bill be indefinitely
postponed. (Applause)

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker, I
think the sentiment of the House is
exactly as expressed by the gentleman
from Eliot, Mr. Cole. As I understand
it, the bill was sent in early in the
‘session which makes this provision
‘which throws on the register of deeds
the extra work. I am just old this bill
repeals that.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, I think I can make this clear.
Before the legal affairs committee was
presented, not this bill, but the one
they are trying to repeal which added
two lines which made every register of
deeds make a return to the tax collec-
tor or somebody in cities and towns.
This bill is now being presented and it
strikes out from the bill passed early
in the session those last two or threc
lines and leaves the law just as it was
before the bill presented early in the
session.

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw
my motion.

The pending question being on the
motion of the gentleman from Au-
‘gusta, Mr. Farrington, that the bill be
given its several readings under sus-
pension of the rules.

The motion prevailed, and the bill
was given its three several readings.

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, I think
there is some uncertainty on this mat-
ter now. I move it be laid on the
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table. and we will take it up again
within a few minutes.

The motion prevailed and the bill
was tabled pending its passage to be
engrossed.

Report of the committee on confer-
ence on the disagreeing action of the
two branches of the Legislature on An
Act amending Section 124 of Chapter
87 of the Ruvised Statutes, relating to
the comptency of witnesses in court
cases, repcrting that they are unable
to agree.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor,
the report was accepted and on fur-
ther motion by the same gentleman,
the House voted to adhere to its for-
mer action.

Reports of Committee

Mr. Powers, from the Committee on
Appropriat.ecns and Financial Affairs,
reported “cught to pass” on Resolve in
favor of Fred F. Lawrence for services
to Committce on Taxation;

(On motion of Mr. Reed of Bangor
resolve given two several readings un-
der suspension of rules and passed to
be engrosse:l.)

Majority report of the Committee on
Taxation, reporting “ought not to pass’
on bill “Ar. Act to Amend Chapter Nine,
Section Eighteen, of the Revised Stat-
utes of 1914, Relating to the Taxation
of Corporate Franchises.”

(Signed) Messrs. Holt, Jordan, Allan,
Grannett, Charles, Turner,
Bwift.

Minority report of same committee,
on same subject matter, reporting same
in a new draft under same title, and
that it ought to pass.

(Signed) Messrs. Holt, of Cumber-

land, Merrill.

(On
gusta,

motion of Mr. Gannett of
majority report accepted.)

Au-

Mr. Speirs, from the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds, reported
“ought not to pass” on Resolve for the
Improvemert of the State Street Park
on the easterly side of State street;

(Report azcepted.)
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From the Senate: Report of Com-
mittee on Taxation on bill, An Act to
amend Chapter Nine, Section 27 of the
Revised Statutes of 1916, relating to
the amount of tax on railroads and how
ascertained, reporting ‘“ought to pass.”

In the House read and accepted. In
the iSenate indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Gannett of Augusta
the House voted to recede and concur
with the Senate.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: at the
proper time, Mr. Speaker, now or later,
I wish to make a motion in aid of the
engrossing department.

The SPEAKER: As soon as we have
finished with the House reports.

I'rom the Senate: An Act to secure
information relating to the yearly cut
of timber on wild land townships.

In the House the bill was passed to
he engrossed. Comes from the Senate
passed to be engrossed with Senate
Amendments A and B.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor,
the House voted to reconsider its action
whereby the bill was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, just state what the House’s
action was this morning.

The SPEAKER: The House passed
the bill without the amendments, and
the Senate sends it back adhering to
its former position in the adoption of
the amendments.

Mr. ROUNDS: I move we adhere to
our action, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I was just going to make the mo-
tion that we adopt the Senate amend
ments in concerrence. It applies as
amended only to the lands which have
heen cruised by the State assessors.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, if I may
be allowed a word, T want to say there
has only been a little of it cruised, so
they do not calculate to get much taxes.
I do not believe in that., Therefore I
move that we adhere to our former ac-
tion.
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Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, as a mat-
ter of fact the only value of reporting
the amount of timber cut is to reduce
the taxable value of wild land.

The SPEAKER: The motion to re-
cede has to be put in precedence ac-
cording to parliamentary usage. The
gentleman from Houlton moves that the
House recede.

Mr., FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, before that motion is put, I
want to call it to the attention of the
Housc that that is the bill that came in
this morning providing that these rec-
ords should not be public records.

The pending question being on the
motion of the gentleman from Foulton,
Mr. Barnes, that the House recede,.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Portland,
the House voted to adhere to its for-
mer action.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Section 16 of Chapter 59 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the compensation
of inspectors of steamboats, being Sen-
ate Document No. 369.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
House voted to reconsider its action
whereby the bill was passed to be en-
acted.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the House voted to reconsider
its action whereby the bill was passed
to be cngrossed.

The Speaker read Senate Amendment
A,

Mr. MESERVE of Naples: Mr. Speak-
er, this bill was heard by the Commit-
tee on Interior Waters and nothing was
said about any fees for inspection, No
notice was given to any steamboat
owners in the State to appear at that
hearing. Your committee voted unani-
mously to strike out that section. I
move this amendment be indefinitely
postponed.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I understand the bill went to
the Governor with that—I may be mis-
informed, and if I am, I will stand cor-
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rected—that the bill went to the Gov-
ernor, was shown to him and he desired
this amendment placed on it before it
received his signature,.

Mr. BUSSABARGER of Lubec: Mr.
Speaker, I wonder if we are to use our
initiative on these bills, or are we rub-
ber stamps to be stamped on to the
laws., T want to protest against that.
T heartily second the motion of the gen-
tleman from Naples, Mr. Meserve.

Mr. ROUNDSS of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, the United States inspectors do not
get any fees. They inspect your ves-
sel once every year and give it a most
rigid inspection. They have men they
pay for it. I understand these men are
paid s0 much a day. If the State pays
these men so much a day, I do not see
why a man owning a boat should pay a
fee to have the boat inspected. It is for
the public that he is willing to run a
boat and the citizens want them inspect-
ed before they ride on them. There-
fore I do not see why they should pay.
T own no heats that run on interior wa-
ters, but I do own boats that run on
the Big Pond. 1 don’t think it is right
that people without any hearing should
come in here and have bhills passed on
the last day of the session with amend-
ments attached to them to make men
pay for having an inspection for the
the public.

The pending guestion being on the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Naples, Mr.
Meserve, that Senate Amendment A be
indefinitely postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion prevailed.

On further motion by Mr. Meserve of
Naples, the original bill was passed to
he engrossed.

From the Senate: An Act amenda-
tory of Section 27, Chapter 52 of the
Revised Statutes and to permit savings
banks to invest in certain railroad
bonds.

This bill was passed to be enacted by
both branches and was signed by the
Speaker and President of the Senate, and
comes back from the Senate with Senate
Amendment A adopted in the Senate.
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The SPEAKER: The amendment is
long and evidently is a redraft of the
bill. The Chair will not read it unless
the House wishes.

Mr. ROUUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, being that is so long and it is this
time in the session, I move that the
bill be indefinitely postponed.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speaker,
I move we reconsider the vote whereby
we voted t¢ adhere to our former action
on Senate Document No. 208, An Act
to secure information relating to the
vearly cut >f timber on wild land town-
ships.

The SPIAKER: The Chair will take
that up after we finish up these Senate
Reports.

Mr. BAX'TER of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, in regard to that bill in regard to
savings benks just indefinitely post-
poned, I should like to ask if there is
not some riember of the Committee on
Banks and DBanking who could explaimr
it. I understand the bill has some merit
in it, and it might not be well to indefi-
nitely postpone it without knowing what
it is.

The SPEAKER: The House hears the
remarks of the gentleman from Port-

land. There is no motion before the
House.
Mr. PURINGTON of Mechanic Falls:

Mr. Speaker, if I can see the bill and
look at it, perhaps I can get some line
on it. So many. of those have passed
that I don't remember it.

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, T would like to inquire wheth-
er the gentleman knows whether this
was the ammendment of some length that
was tackel on in the Senate yesterday
or the day before and whether it is a
Senate Document. I found it printed on
my desk, I think, this morning.

Mr. BANTER: Mr. Speaker, I am not
familiar with it myself. I merely asked
for information.
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Mr. BREWSTER: It seems to me it
is rather an important change to tack
on at this late hour, the last in the ses-
sion when it hasn’t been before the Com-
mittee on IRanks and Banking, I think
the HMouse acted just right.

Mr. TPURINGTON: Mr., Speaker, T
move we reconsider that vote and that
it be laid on the table until tomorrow,

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. Speak-
er, I believe that it is wrong to bring
anything hack and lay it on the table.
I would like just a moment to say just
this. Mr. Speaker, that having impor-
tant matters come in here in the very

last days of the session and having
decidedly drastic amendments tacked
on to them and coming bhack to this

House and being passed and going along
without due consideration or a chance
for investigation—is something that is
wrong and something we will have an
opportunity 1o regret at our Ileisure.
We have taken a particular action on
this measure. I believe that is the po-
gition we should take on all measures
that come back here with drastic
amendments we bave not time to con-
sider.

The SPICAKER: As the matter stands
it is indefinitely postponed.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of the appointment of the Hydro-Elec-
tric Investigating Committee.

In the ITouse this resolve was indefi-
nitely postponed; in the Senate it was
read twice under suspension of the rules
without reference to a committee, Sen-
ate Amendment A was read and adopted,
and the resolve was passed to be en-
grossed. It comes back from the Senate
the Senate voting to adhere.

On motion hy Mr. Baxter of Portland,
the Houge voted to adhere to its form-
er action.

From the Senatc: An Act regulating
the keeping and sale of dynamite, pow-
der and other explosives.

This bill was introduced in the Senate,
read twice under suspension of the rules
and passed to be engrossed.
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Mr., BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, this is an act drafted and introduced
today to meet the emergency that faces
us and requiring a record of the sales
of dynamite. I move it have a passage.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak-
a record in our city, Mr. Speaker, of
every mite of dynamite sold; I supposed
they did in every town in the State,
and I hope it will pass if they do not.
We have a record in the city of Port-
land.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill received its three several read-
ings under suspension of the rules and
was passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence.

Mr. BARNIIS: Mr. Speaker, has it
the emergency clause?
The SPEAKER: It has, The Chair

would call attention to the fact that
this liag the emergency clause and that
undoubtedly it will come up for passage
tomorrow morning. It takes 101 votes
to pass it, The tax bill also comes up
tomorrow morning—the assessment of
the State tax, which is also an emer-
gency measure,

From the Senate: An Act to create
he Maine Water Power Commission.

In the House the minority report
“ought to pass” was accepted. In the
Senate the majority report “ought not
to pass” was accepted in non-concur-
rence.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: X move, Mr.
iISpeaker, that we recede and concur with
the Senate,

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I was about to move we adhere.

On motion by Mr, Barnes of Houlton,
the House voted to recede and on fur-
ther motion by the same gentleman,
voted to concur with the Senate in the
acceptance of the majority report “ought
not to pass.”

Report of the Committee on Confer-
ence on the disagreeing action of the
two branches of the legislature on Re-
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solve relating to the equestrian statue
of Major Gneral Oliver O. Howard and
standing statue of Brevet Major General
Joshua L. Chamberlain at Gettysburg,
reporting that a committee of the legis-
lature, consisting of two members from
the Senate and three from the House, be
appointed by the presiding officers there-
of. It shall be the duty of the com-
mittee to investigate fully the subject
matter of this resolve, hear all parties
interested and make their recommen-
dations to the next legislature.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
report was accepted.

Report of Committee of Conference on
the disagreeing action of the two
branches of the legislature on Resolve
in favor of the General Knox Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, Thomaston, Maine, and Knox
Academy of Arts and Sciences, reporting
that a committee of the legislature, con-
sisting of two members of the Senate
and three of the ITouse, he appointed by
the presiding officers thereof. It shall
be the duty of saild commitiee to inves-
tigate fully the subject matter of this
resolve, hear parties interested and
make their recomniendations to the next
legislature.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
rules were suspended to consider a Sen~
ate Report.

From the Senate: Report of the Com-
mittee on Judiciary on bill, An Act to
amend Seclion Two of Crapter Five of
the Revised Statutes, relative to quali-
fication of voters, reporting that the
same ought to pass.

In the Senate read and accepted.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Bangor, the
report was accepted in concurrence and
on further motion by the same gentle-
man, the bill was given its three several
readings under suspension of the rules
and passed to he engrossed, in concur-
rence.

From the Senate: An Act for the en-
forcement of liens on watches, clocks
and jewelry for labor and materials fur-
nished in making and repairing the
same.

In the House passed to be enacted.
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Comes back with Senate Amendment A.

On motior by Mr. Hutchins of Mexi-
co, the House voted to reconsider its ac-
tion whereby the bill was passed to be
enacted.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the House voted to reconsider
its action whereby the bill was passed
to be engrossed.

Senate Amendment A adopted in con-
currence.

On motion by Mr. Gurney of Portland,
the bill was passed to be engrossed as

amended by Senate Amendment A in
concurrence.

Report of the Committee of Confer-
ence on the disagreeing action of the

two branches of the legislature on
House Documnent 646, An Act to prohibit
the selling Or giving away of air rifles
io echildren inder fourteen years of age,
reporting 17at said document should be
amended by striking out all words after
the word '“(ollars” in the third line of
the first Sec:ion of said act and by strik-
ing out all of Section Three, and that
said act wi.1 the suggested amendments
ought to pass.

The repcrt was accepted.

On motion. by Mr. Reed of Bangor the
House voied to reconsider its action
whereby thc bill was paseed to be en-
grossed as amended by House Amend-
ment A.

Mr. Hutchins of Mexico offered House
Amendment B to amend Section One by
«triking out all words after the word
“dollars” in the third line of the first
section of said act and also striking out
all of Section Three in said act, and
moved its adoption.

House Amendment B was adopted.

On further motion by Mr. Hutchins of
Mexico, the bill as amended by House
Amendmeriis A and B was passed to be
engrossed.

From the Senate: Final Report of
Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary;
final report of Joint Standing Committee
on State Sanatoriums.

The reponrts were accepted in con-
currence.

From the Senate: An Act regarding
the compensation of the judge of pro-
bate for Scmerset county.
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The Senate voted to adhere to its

former action.

Mr. HOLT of Skowhegan: Mr. Speak-
er, I move that we insist on our former
action and ask for a committee ot con-
ference. )

The SPEAKER: Isn’t it true that the
Senate has refused all action on these
increases of salary for county officials
and have caucused on the matter and
absolutely refused?

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. iSpeak-
er, the Senate last Monday caucused on
these measures and decided to support
those which had a favorable report from
the commitiee.

Mr. HOLT: Mr. Speaker, what was
the report on this one? I understood it
was a unanimous report “ought to pass.”

The SPEAKIER: The report is “ought
not to pass.” The Chair only knows
that that has been the fate of all of
them that have had a committee of con-
ference—the Senate adhere,

Mr. SAWYER of Madison: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the Senate have
our unanimous consent to recede and
concur with the House.

The SPEAKER: The pending ques-
tion is on the motion of Mr. Folt of
Skowhegan that the House insist and
ask for a committee of conference.

Mr.
tion.

SAWYIR: I withdraw my mo-

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, it is a well known fact that
they won’t accept these reports on sala-
rise and fees unless there is a unani-
mous report. We have tried every way
to shove them by, but they are like a
stone wall. That is why we would like
to be a stone wall on this end.

On motion by Mr. Holt of Skowhegan,

the House voted to recede and concur
with the Senate.

The Chair laid before the House An
Act relating to the care and treatment

1467

of certain infectious diseases, tabled by
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Allan,
pending third reading.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Portland,

the bill was given its third reading and
passed to be engrossed.

The Chair laid before the House Re-
solve relating to the conservation of
storage reservoirs and water powers of
the State of Maine,

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, if it is the will of the House, I would
like to have ten minutes to discuss that
measure in the morning.

The SPEAKER: The Chair might re-
mind the members of the IIouse. that
they will feel different in the morning
than they do tonight.

JMr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I move it
be tabled until tomorrow morning.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I think
we are all agreed that it would be a
very unfortunate thing under the cir-
cumstances {f this legislature adjourned,
after having considered the matter of
State ownership of waterpowers or
rights in water powers, without having
done anything or taken any definite
stand,

Now the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Baxter, has offered a resolution
which the Senate has refused. The Sen-
ator from Cumberland, Mr. Davies, has
offered a resolution in the Senate which
the TTouse has refused. There is wide-
spread over the State the belief on the
part of most people that the State owns
the water powers and that something
should be done on the part of the State
to make those rights which the people
believe they have of value to the people
of the State.

Now it is not of any moment for =2
lawyer to say that it is well settled law
in Maine and has been ever since sixteen

hundred and forty-something when the
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Colonial Ordinance of Massachusetts was
passed, that the man who owns the land
that borders on a stream owns to the
thread of the current of the stream, and
if he owns both sides of the stream, the
land on both sides of the stream, he owns
the land under the stream above tide
water. So, if there happens to be a
water-fall on a stream to which my land
is adjacent, I own half of that waterfall,
and if the waterfall is on land owned by
a corporation, it is owned by the cor-
poration, if the corporation owns the land
on both sides of it. The riparian owners
own the waterfall. That has been decided
since 1640 when we were a part of Mas-
sachusetts.

That. is not the law in England and
that is not the law in canada; and with
the false statements made in certain
newspapers of the State, it is no wonder
that the pecple of Maine to a large num-
ber believe that the State has a right or
interest or title or ownership to the wat-
ers that come tumbling down over her
falls. It is no use for a lawyer to state
to the House tonight what the law is.
There is a pronouncement of Ex-Chief
Justice Emery on page 58 or some other
page of our record which can be read at
leisure.

But since there is this gentiment so
strong among the people “hat the people
of Maine own some water powers, 1 he-
lieve that should be recognized by this
legislature, and it should not be said
when we adjourn that the legislature of
the State of Maine has surrendered (o
corporations or bowed to the octopus, or
any other of those high zounding terms
that are published in the newspaners
every day in Maine.

I believe further it would be a detriment
in Maine to have men wlo have money
invested—and you know the development
of a water power, if it is of any size, in
Maine means that we must interest a
great deal of capital to improve it—I be-
lieve it is a great detriment to Maine to
have this legislature adiourn and have
the people believe we have surrendered
our rights, and also from this other
point of view that capital will not be in-
tergsted to aid in the development of our
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water powers, to furnish employment to
our labor, hut there they will be perfectly
willing to g elsewhere.

Now it would not be of any use for me
to state to you that I believe that the
State does own one tremendous water
power, Thot is the one over near Bing-
ham on the east branch of the Kennebec
river below the outlet of Moosehead Lake,
Now the State owns that one water
power becaluse oOne wise surveyor years
ago laid out land so that the school lots
in that uncrganized township are on one
side of the water-fall. And the State owns
some other small water powers where on
school lots there are waterfalls.

I prepared this resolution and presented
it in case the others were not favorably
received. I read it to you once, and 1
will take your time to read it again.

‘“Resolved, the Senate concurring, it is
the opinicn of the 78th legislature of
Maine, now in session, that the storage
reservoirs and basins in this State should
be congerved in some manner for the
benefit of the people and the industries of
the State.”

You will =11 agree with that.

““That no steps should be taken that
will discourage capital from continuing
old industries.”

You will all agree with that.

“Or estal:lishing new ones in the State
or that will make it more difficult for the
neople of the State to be supplied with
light and power; And

That it is the copinion of the legislature
ithat steps should be taken to determine
what rights of ownership, if any, the
State has in storage reservoirs and basins
and in water powers; And

That the State should not part with its
rights in any water power or storage
reservoir or basin, except after investiga-
ticn and report by some competent au-
thority acting for it.”

Of the others that have been suggested
one asked for a recess committee of the
legislature. Those of you who have fol-
lowed those things know that a recess
committee of the legislature on a junket-
ing trip in the summer are not considered
of any wvalue when the legislature meets.

The other one was to be appointed by
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the Governor and it entailed a great deal
of expense, and some of it unnecessary,
for instance, the expense of the clerks
that would be necessary in the State
House.

Some of us know that a water commis-
sion was established way back in 1909 and
did splendid work until the Public Utili-
ties was formed, made up of two lawyers
and one of the best informed men or as
well informed as any on water powers
from practical experience in construction
work, They form the Tublic Utilities
Commission, and that Public Utilities
Commission has continued this work in a
measure, that is, it has used what money
has been advanced to it for this particu-
lar purpose. I do not mean that the two
lawyers and the other member of the
Commission go out themselves—that
would not amount to anything—but they
do employ an expert. They hire an ex-
pert and his reports are worth something.
S0, my resolution went on with this fur-
ther:

“In
Public

pursuance of the foregoing, the

Utilities Commission is hereby
directed and ordered to make a careful
and thorough investigation of both the
developed and undeveloped water powers
and of the water storage reservoirs and
basins of this State, showing what rights
remain to the State therein, and what are
the probabilities of development and the
probable cost of the same; And

The said Commission is hereby directed
and ordered to take up and continue the
work hbegun by the State Water Storage
Commission which was created by Chan-
ter 212 of the laws of Maine for 1900; An?

The said Commission is further directed
to make a full report with such recem-
mendations as it may deem advisable, to
the next legislature.

If this resolution will he entertained
by the TTouse—as 1 drafted it T suggested
$5000 bhe allowed for the hydro-electrical
enginecring—I would change that, if the
House should entertain a motion at all,
and suggest, instead of that, the Gover-
nor shall draw his warrant for the funds
necessary to carry out the provisions of
this resolve from any funds in the State
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

I will say further, there is probably no
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man in Maine more largely and intelli-
gently interested in the development of
water powers of Maine and in determin-
ing what rights the State has, than our
present Governor. I think I can assure
this House he would see to it that the
Tublic Utilities Commission continued
their work intelligently and in well-direct-
ed fashion, and he would see to it that
such funds as were necessary should he
at the disposal of that Commission.
‘What would be the result? The re-
sult would be, we could go before the
pecple and say that the question com-
ing up before the legislature this win-
ter which had so much time and at-
tention given to it—you know how
long the hearings were—so0 many ex-
perts giving their opinions and their
deductions from theifr information—
we could say that we had considered
the matter seriously and that we did
take a step. We can say that we did
direct the best authority at our dis-
posal to make a fair examination of
these questions that are before us and
that they will return a report. And I
say to you, knowing the personality
of the Utilities Commission, that I be-
lieve that that report would be really
considered as of some value.
Gentlemen, if the opinion that is so
prevalent in this State that the people
of the State have certain rights that
are of tremendous value, is unfounded,

isn’t it well that we have the infor-
mation on it?
Now, Mr. Speaker, I move the adop-

tion of the resolution and that it be
given its first reading at the present
time.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: If the
House will give me just five minutes,
I will not take five seconds over that
time. I should not get up here and
oppose the resolution offered by the
gentleman from Houlton, if it accom-
plished what it purports to accom-
plish. In the first place, gentlemen,
in my opinion it is too late in the
session for us to adopt any measure
of such importance as this, This
resolution has never had a hearing.
It has never been considered in this
House. It was introduced a few days
ago.
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Now the reason why I oppose this
is this, briefly, I do not helieve that
the public utilities commn¥ission can
adequately determine this question
because it is overburdened with work.
It is bound up with a dozen matters,
More than that, the public utilities
commission has all the powers which
the old water storage commission used
to have. If the public utilities com-
mission at the present time wanted to
do this work, it has in my opinion
ample authority to do it.

All our contests are over; I want to
be the last man in the House to raise
any issue at the present time, and I
should be only too glad to stand up
here and second the motion of the
gentleman from Houlton if I really
believed this resolution would accom-
plish anything for the State of Maine.
Certainly nobody can say after we ad-
journ that the House of Representa-
tives of this Legislature yielded to
the octopus. We have =tood right
here with our backs to the wall; we
have expressed our views clearly and
forcefully and I believe every member
of this House is willing to go home
and say what he did regardless of
what anybody else in any other
branch of this community has done.

We do not want to pass a resolution
just so we can go before the people
and try to explain it to them in some
way. If this gquestion was worth any
consideration, it was worth very care-
ful consideration. We passed a bill
which gave this whole subject to a
separate commission. The Senate in
its wisdom did not see fit to concur
with it. I am willing to leave it in
that form, and I hope that the mem-
bers of the House will agree with me.
(Applause.)

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: I
would like to inquire through the

Chair of the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Baxter, whether there is any
prospect of this commission getting
through at all, the one which he pro-
posed?

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I
would answer the gentleman from
Portland by saying that the report just
came in here this evening that the
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Senate did net pass it, and on motion
by the gentleman from Houlton, the
House receded and concurred. 1 was
on my feet and was about to make the
motion that we adhere simply to show
to the Senate that we stood by our
action in passing the bill, but the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Houlton
was put previously, and I accepted it,
so that the bill is killed and of course
cannot come ur again this session.

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I understand that the public
utilities commission would have $5000
a year for the purpose of investigating
these matters,—perhaps hardly enough
to make a very comprehensive inves-
tigation; but from my knowledge of
that commission and the Governor of
this State I helieve it would be wise
and entirely safe for us to leave it
with the Governor to make this in-
vestigation through the public wutili-
ties commission.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, I would like just a moment
or two in regard to this matter. I
introduced a measure here early in
the session and it was killed. I am
not feeling badly about it nor feeling
as though I wished to spit any spite
on anybody relative to it. I believe
that this water power proposition is
something that should have some con-
sideration, and I do not believe that
we should take any action here simply
to show the Senate that we resent
anything that they have done to us.
I believe that we are here to do bus-
iness for the great State of Maine. In
regard te these water powers in north-
ern Somerset—and I do not speak of
them because it is particularly in my
county, but because they are of such
vastness that they become a State-
wide proposition. IFor nine or ten
yvears the attitude of the <State has
prevented the development of that
water power, and the people up there
begin to feel as though the position
which we have taken has been wrong;
they want to see it developed. Bing-
ham is a town with wonderful pos-
sibilities of development, if we only
could have the water power developed
up there, so that we might have cheap
power from the electricity which could
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be transmitted from the big develop-
ment possibilities only a mile above
Bingham, and also from the develop-
ment on the Rast Branch.

Now I feel that rather than have this
legislature adjourn without having ac-
complished any real good in the way of
water power development or investi-
gation, I believe that this measure
which is introduced by the gentleman
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) should re-
ceive sensible consideration from this
House. It is a real good measure
and in the interests of the people of
the State of Maine. I do not believe
it is wise for any man to stand on
the floor of this House and criticize
a high court like the public utilities
commission; I believe it is beneath the
dignity of any member of this House
to do so. 1 believe further that they
are thoroughly competent to investi-
gate our water-powers in the State
of Maine. I believe that they will do
it in the interests of the people of
the State, and surely, with the assist-
ance of the Governor of the State of
Maine, I believe that we can safely
rest this measure with them; and I
am glad to second the motion of the
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes,

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, I
simply want to say to the members of
this House that when the Public Ttil-
ities measure was passed, the present
Governor of the State was the Presi-
dent ¢f the Serate who appointed the
members of that Commission; that he
left his chair as President of the Sen-
ate and went on to the floor of the
Scenate and helped put the measure
through against the opposition brought
against him. T know his feeling for the
present Puhlic TUtilities Commission,
that it is favorable to them. T also
know the attitvde of the Public Ttil-
ities Cormmission in this whole matter.
The only reason that they have not
carried on the work as laid down in
these statutes—and this is the latest re-
vision, gentlemen, which you have heen
tearing to pieces this session more or
less and which is already in the hands
of the people at a cost of $49,000, raised
by us two years ago with which to pay
for it—the duties imposed on them by
these statutes require them to do the
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very work this calls for; and the only
reason they have not done it is because
they have not had an appropriation for
that purpose. Mr. Babb was the engin-
eer of the Water Storage Commission;
and when the Public Utilities bill was
framed it was felt that that Com-
mission should take over that work,
because all dams and all work on res-
erveirs, and so forth, was a part of the
process of the upbuilding of all of those
corporations which came within their
scope. Now today the Public Utilities
Commission is taking physical valu-
ations of the public service corpora-
ticns of this state. It is already at
work with the Central Maine Power
Company, taking, down to the last mill,
every dollar’s worth of property it owns
in order that it may know whether it
is charging the people of Maine too
much. Mr. Babl was a hydro-clectric
engineer. He was not an engineer who
could take physical valuations. There
was mno appropriation at that time
made, hecause the expense would be
too great for the State to incur. We
only allowed them $15,000 to start with.
This vear they have broadened out
their work and they have got a corps
of people working, but they are work-
ing along the lires which they ought to
work on first before they could be of
any value to the state—the taking of
physical valuations. The United States
Government is taking physical valua-
tions, througli its Interstate Com-
merce Commission, of every railroad in
the country in order that they may
know whether rates arc too high or two
low to pay dividends on a fair valua-
tion. The Public Ttilities Commission
could not carry on this work with the
money that they have been having; hut
if thev rcovld have what this measure
calls for, they could get Mr. Babb hack
and set him to work and do that work
which is contemplated in Chapter 5%,
scctions 3 to 14, inclusive.

Mr. BUSSABARGER of Lubec: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House: 1T
am not going to make any speech be-
cause T have made my speech today,
and T am afraid my tongue might get
loose at both ernds and that I would
speak unadvisedly; but I do want to
heartily second the stand of the gentle-
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man from Portland, Mr. Baxter. I do
not know the personnel of Mr. Haines’
Public TUtilities Commission; but it
seems to me, from what T have read
and from things that I have heard in
the three months that I have been here
in the capitol, that there is growing
distrust of the Public TUtilities Com-
mission in some quarters of the State,
and there is also a growing expense ac-
count. It seems to me, as has been
said here, that that Public TUtilities
Commission has enough on its hands;
and I, for one, would prefer to turn
this matter over—the investigation of
our water power—to the Central Maine
Water Power Company, which has ex-
perts along that line who devote their
whole time to it, that the State might
know what has Lbeen done, rather than
to turn it over to the Public Utilities
Commission. And I want to say that,
though the gentleman from Portland
(Mr. Raxter) helped to kill my little bill
this afternoon, I bear no malice, but am
going to stand behind the Baxter bill,
and the author of it, and move that this
be indefinitely postponed. (Applause)

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
I believe that this matter is a great
deal larger than any one man. Our
friend from Portland, Mr. Baxter, has
made a gallant fight. The people in
the State of Maine recognize the fight
that he has made. (Applause.) But,
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
House, he, or we, have lost out from
some cause or other. I do not want
to see this thing die and have to start
over again. We have got a good start
in this legislature, and I helieve that
referring the hill that the gentleman
from Houlton presented to our utili-
ties commigsion, for whichh I have a
very high regard, is the proper thing
for us to do to protect all our rights;
and I hove that the resolve offered by
the gentleman from Houlton will pass.
(Applause)

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, if it took them twelve months
to look over a little water plant of
$75,000, how long will it take for them
to look over the water powers of
Maine., (Applause) If they have not
time to help that little plant out, I do
not think they have got time to attend
to this big question.
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Mr. NEWCOMB: That does not
change my opinion a bit, Mr. Speaker,

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from
Toulton, Mr, Barnes, that the resolve
have its first reading.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

And fifty-two having voted in the
affirmative and forty-five in the nega-
tive, the motion of the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Barnes, prevailed.

The resolve then had its two several
readings.

Mr. Barnes then offered House
Amendment “A” as follows:

“Amend by striking out the
paragraph, and inserting
thereof the following:

‘The Governor shall draw his war-
rant for the funds necessary to carry
out the provisions of this resolve from
any funds in the State treasury not
otherwise appropriated.”

Mr. BARNES: I move the adoption
of House Amendment “A.”

The amendment was adopted.

On further motion by Mr. Barnes
the rules were suspended and the re-
solve was passed to be engrossed as
amended by House Amendment “A.”

last
in place

The SPEAKER: The Chair asks
consent that the rules be suspended to
introduce an order of out of order.

Ordered, that the Clerk of the
House compile and cause to be print-
ed under his supervision 600 copies of
the Journal of the House for the cur-
rent session.

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, the order received a passage.

On motion by Mr, Farrington of Au-
gusta, it was ordered that when the
House adjourn it adjourn to meet at
nine ¢'clock tomorrow morning.

Mr, COLE of Eliot: I wish to take
from the table Senate bill 434, tabled
by me a short time ago.

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion by the same
tleman the bill was passed to be
grossed.

gen-
en-

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, the House adjourned until nine
c’clock Saturday morhing.



