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HOUSE 

Tuesday, April 3, 1917. 

Subsequently the clerk reported he had 
performed the duty assigned him. 

At this point the Senate came in and 
The House met according to adjourn- a joint con""ntion was formed. 

ment and was called to order by the In Convention 
Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bussabarger of The Presicent of the Senate in the 
Lubec. chair. 

Journal of previous session read and On motion by Senator Davies of Cum-
approved. berland it "as voted to appoint a com

mittee to await upon the Governor and 
The SPEAKER: By request of the inform him that the Legislature is in 

Governor I shall ask the House to recess convention :Lssembled ready to receive 
until 9.30. The Governor is to ask for any commtllJieation he may be pleased 
a joint convention of the Senate and to make. 
House, at which time he has a message.) The chairnan thereupon appointed as 
to deliver; and immediately following members of such committee Senators 
that will be some little legislation in re- Davies of Cumberland, Baxter of Saga
gard to the national preparedness. The dahoc and M.cssrs. Cushman of Auburn. 
Governor is anxious that no business be Conary of Bucksport and :Murray of Ban
transacted in either house until this joint gor. 
convention shall have been held this Subsequently Senator Davies from tlw 
morning. The Senate having adjourned committee !'cT,orted that the committee 
until 9.30, it is necessary that we comply had performed the duty with which it 
with the request of the Governor that the was charge II and that the Governor will 
House recess until 9.3Q. It is the earnest immediatelJ present himself before the 
wish of the Speaker that at that time 
each member shall be in his seat so that 
when the Senate shall arise the members 
will not be dragging in one by one during 
the joint convention. 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Augus
ta the House recessed until 9.30. 

After Recess 
A con1munication was received froni 

the Senate through its secretary propos
ing a joint convention of both branches 
of the Legiqlature forthwith in the hall 
of the House for the purpose of hearing 
a communication from the Governor. 

Mr. Cole of Eliot moved that the House 

convention. 

The rE,porl was accepted. 

The GoveJ'ltl)r and Council then entere:t 
th'l hall of the Honse of Representatives 
and the Gcvernor addressed the joint 
convention. 

GOYE:HNOH'S ADDRESS. 

Ger>tlemen of the Legi~lature: 
Since you first assembled three 

months ago world events have moved 
,'wift1y to ,eo fateful climax. I ha,'e 
summoned,'ou in joint convention at 
the very o[H'ning of your sessIon this 
morning bEC'tUSe the moment has come 
for the State of :Maine, acting through 

concur in the proposition for a joint con- her chosen representatives, to begiD 
vention of the two changes of the Leg- playing hel' proper part in world af
islature, and that the clerk of the House fairs. 

For more th2n 80 months Americ2n~ be charged with the duty of conveying 
to the Senate the concurrence of the 
House in the proposition for a joint con
"ention. 

The motion was agreed to and the clerk 
of the House was charged with the duty 
of informing the Senate the House con
curred in the proposition for a jOint con
vention forthwith in the hall of th8 
House. 

haYe watclwd with growing horror and 
amazement the appalling world catas
trophe acre·", the sea. 'Ye are a peace
ful people committed by ancient tra
dition to a policy of aloofness from 
European alliances. This policy we 
have strug.LIed to maintain. Through 
[111 these wcary months we have taken 
no part ex.-,<'pt tl'at of messenger of 
S\1ccor and "elief to the distressed. 



LEGISLATIVE TIECOHD-HOUSE, Al'HIL 3, 1917 1209 

But continued isolation from the Congress will meet again this noon to 
struggle has become increasingly Im- put 111to full effect his recommenda
possible. Neither the broad expanse of tions. Before that time, let us, by ap
the Atlantic nor the faith of treaties, propriate action, assure the President 
nor the instincts common to humanity and Congress of our full and loyal sup
have sufliced to protect our peaceful port in this solemn hour of national 
and law abiding citizens from the crisis. No words need be added to his 
assassin. With unbelievable patience noble statement of the case. The elo
and self-restraint we have seen our quence of deeds can best be ours. 
flag insulted, our rights insolently in- I urge that you provide immediate 
"aded, our citizc'ns, even women and authority for the issuance of bonds to 
children, foully murdered upon the the amount of one million dollars and 
high seas. Our self-respect and honor give the Governor and Council full au
as a nation forbid further endurance ()f thority to spend such portion of this 
thes3 intolerable aggressions. amount as may be necessary for mil-

But we are to entE'r the war at last itary purposes. 
not only because of the threat against You will also enact such defense 
,he intt'grity of our own nation ''111('1 measures as may seem to you fitting, 
this hemisphere for which we have giving the constituted authorities pow
some measure of responsibility. Thi..; ers appropriate for them to use in time 
is to he no mere defensive war on our of war. 
vart. vVe are to strike and strike with You should ulso make suitable pro
all tile energy and power at our com- vision for adeC,uate care of the families 
man,} ber:Cluse we are at last convinced and dependents of soldiers. 'l'his can 
that the ,'ery fate of civilizCltion is at best be done in my judgment by grant
stal(c. ing some dio'croction to the Governor 

A ruthless military fren:oy is rJlI1i1im;' and Council without at.tempting to 
al11l1c'k in the world, armcd, not with make a fixed rule applicable to all 
the bludgeon and spear ,uited to such Caf:et1. 
Cl sUl'vi\-al of savag'ery, but with the So much of our duty we may now for
l110st frightful engines of destruciion see. \\'11ate"er more our country asks 
that mo(lern science can devi,'o. Our of us will be ~;iven with cheerful "nd 
".[1 rL-1 re is not against the Gern18 n unsv;;erYill,~' loyalty. You \vill rerrlain in 
peop]0 hut against tho hrutcll dospotism session fo!' th" next few days, e,'on into 
which assumes to g'overn them.-a he- next week if necessary in order to be 
hted surd"'ll of mankind's age-old "n- ready to take instant action upon mat
emy, the cruel and arr0',Clnt spirit of tel's witl1in the jurisdiction of the 
a11t00racy, ,,-hich soon, plf'ase God, is Sta.te as fast as events shall point the 
11ttel-1y to v;ll1ish from the earth. way. 

::\]01'1' is concf'rned in this tit:lnic Our little State h8s a role in the com-
stru"'g'le than tI,e honor or thn life OC ing conflict f8r cut of proportion to her 
nny nation. It has hecomp a world COl1- si7.e. Our rocky ,shores look out upon 
flict for that fre('dom of s0lf-govern- the broad Atlantic, once the highway of 
ing demo(,l'acies of which our flng is the peaceful cc-mmE,rce, now the possible 
supr0me token among mankind. The path of tIle ruthless invader. V'lhpn to
AI1i"s 81'e fighting for civilizittion clay t.he lenders of our nation meet in 
agaiilst despotism. With the battle ,'010111n conferonce, let it be known that 
finally 'ioined upon this issue our fl8c; Maine is true to her glorious traditions 
would droop in the breeze if withhelf! cf other days,-that now as always in 
imd',riously from the conflict. the past her sons are willing to off"r 

Last ni"ht before a joint convention freely the lnst full measure of devotion 
of Congress, the President asked that a ",he'1 their country calls. 
str.te of war be declared to exist and 
that our government at once enter upon 
the conflict upon the side <Of the Allies 
with all the energy 8.nd power at ollr 
command. You have read his calm 8.nd 
patriotic utterance. 

The Goyernor 8nd Council thr:m re
tired amid great applause. 

'.rhc purposes for which the conyen
tion was assembled having been ac-
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complished, the convention was dissolv
ed, and the Senate retired to the Sen
ate chamber. 

I n the House 

The Speaker in the Chair. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak
er and Gentlemen of the House; I rise 
to present to the House at this time 
out of order t;nder suspension of the 
rules the rever:ue-raising measure to 
which the Chief Executive of the State 
has just referred, and with your per
mission, Mr. Sveaker, I will read: 

"An Act authorizing the issue of 
bonds and notes to the amount of one 
million dollars to defray expenses in
curred to suppress insurrection, repel 
invasion or other purposes of war and 
making appropriations therefor. 

Whereas, in order to prepare for the 
pxigencies which may arise in and to 
the State of Maine, in the crisis now 
impending in the foreign relations of 
the United States, the appropriation of 
money therefor and the incurring of 
debt or debts, liability or liabilities, in 
behalf of the State in excess of the or
(linary debt limit of the State are nc
cessary and are emergency measures 
immediately necessary for the preser
vation of the puhlic peace, health :<nd 
safety, now therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Maine, as follows: 

Section 1. The Governor and Coun
cil are hereby directed to render to the 
government of the United States in the 
present crisis any and all assistance 
within the power of the State and for 
the purpose of suppressing insurrec
tion, repelling inyasion or for purposes 
of war, the Governor with the advice 
and consl'nt of the Council may draw 
his warrant upon any money in the 
treasury available and not otherwise 
appropriated, and the treasurer of 
State may, under the direction of the 
Governor and Council, borrow upon the 
credit of the State such sums, not ex
ceeding one million dollars, as may be 
necessary to carry out. the provisions 
of this act, and for that purpose may 
issue bonds and or notes in the name 
and on hehalf of the State, at such 
rates of interest. in such sums and of 
such denominations and on such time 
or times, and to mature at a definite 

time or seJ.'ially as the Goye1'nor and 
Council may determine. Such bonds 
and or not('s shall be signed by the 
treasurer 01' State, countersigned by 
the Govern,,', and attested by the State 
auditor with the seal of the State affix".: 
ed, and shall be deemed to be and 
shall be a pledge of the faith and cred
it of the St:tte and shall be tax exempt. 
The COt;po"" attached to any coupon 
bonds so is.-ued shall bear the fac-sim
i1e of the si;mature of the treasurer of 
State, instead of his original signaturu 
The State a l.ditor shall keep an accoun', 
of such bords Dnd or notes, showing 
the numbe!' ar.d amount of each the 
date of cOlllltersigning, the date ~hen 
payable, aI1d the date of deliv81'y 
thereof to t·w treasurer of State, who 
",hall keep :In account of such bond,; 
and or notCH, showing the number 
thereof, the' names of the persons to 
whom sold, the amount receh-ed for 
the same, n ,e date of sal8 and the date 
when payahle. The treasun'r of Strtte 
may negot' :.t,o the sale of such hondH 
f,nd or nOtfe shall be held bv the treas
urer of St, te, and paid by him upon 
warrant" dra,wn by the Governor and 
Council fOl' the purposes of this act, 
t:ntil othe1".l"1se ordered by the Legisla
ture. 

Section 2, The sum of one million 
dollars is hereby appropriated to be paid 
out of thecreasury of State from any 
money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriatN[ and from the proceeds of 
any bonds 001' notes issued under the 
provisions oJf this act to be expended 
under the direction of the Governor 
with th" advice and consent of the coun
cil in defra ying the expenses incurred 
in carrying out the purposes of this act. 

Section Interest due or accruing 
upon any bonds or notes issued under 
the provisicns of this act shall be paid 
by the tre'Lsurer of State from any 
money in the State treasury not other
wise a]lpropriated, or from the State 
contingent fund upon warrants drawn 
by the Go",']'nor and council therefor. 

Section ,I, In view of the emergency 
cited in Uk preamble hereof this act 
shall take dfect when approved." 

Mr. BARXES: Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen of t ,',e House: The occasion de
mands man' than the mere making of a 
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motion to enact into law the appro
priate legislation. To the minds of 
some of the older in the House recurrs 
today the thought of that April 60 years 
ago when the shot was fired that placed 
North and South in the clash of con
tending arms. To all of us comes the 
thought of that April so many years ago 
when the galloping footbeats of the 
steed of the gallant Revere through the 
Middlesex village al:d farm brought to 
the people the stern realities of the war 
existing and that they were combatants. 
Today conditions have changed. The 
notice that war was declared was not 
the pulsating beat of the galloping 
berse, but, through the mysteriou,.., 
waves of ether all over this broad land, 
the wireless telegraph was bringing to 
the ears of the expert or the schoolboy 
the news that in Congress assembled 
the President of the United States had 
taken the fateful step that reduced us 
at a blow from a peace-loving people, 
following the pursuits of business, to 
the plane of those whose principal bU'si
ness is war. I must be brief. Many 
things have changed; this remains true. 
\Ve read the other day that one of our 
rear admirals suggested that the 
chances were at least even that if the 
German fieet should make a dash from 
the mouth of the Kiel canal, it in part 
would pass unharmed. If that fleet 
ravages the seas, it is after munitions 
and metal and money. It can find those 
three prime requisites to the conduct of 
a war nowhere so well as along the un
protected coast of this great land of 
ours, where guns obsolete, armaments 
useless, ammunition in amount to serve 
for four hours of the first day perhaps, 
stand between the ravager and his prey. 
One thing remains unchanged should 
invasion threaten, and that is one thing 
that is the same today 2.S in the 60's :inc! 
back in the days of '76. The boys of 
Maine must march out to repel the in
vader, and we now can see the spectacle 
of men in the Empire State of this 
Union, the wealthiest State perhaps in 
the world, drilling with wooden guns. 

We in Maine, the people of Maine, are 
asking you to place in the hands of the 
Governor, to be expended under his dis
cretion and with the advice and con
sent of the council, a sum which we 

think all sufficient so that if the boys of 
Maine are marched out into the trenches 
to face the foe, they may go. so far as 
we are concerned, as well equipped as is 
possible. Gentlemen, to you all the oc
casion is serious. I move, Mr. Speaker, 
that without reference to a committee, 
the bill be at this time given its sev
eral readings. 

Mr. STANLEY of Dixfield: Mr. Speak
er, I am the only veteran in the House. 
I was old enough to go into the Civil 
'War-only fifteen years old-and I am 
young enough to go again if necessary. 
(Great applause.) 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the rules were suspended and bill, An 
Act authorizing the issue of bonds and 
notes to the amount of one million dol
lars to defray expenses incurred to sup
press insurrection, repel invasion or for 
the purposes of war, and making ap
propriations therefor, was given its 
three scyeral readings without reference 
to a committee and was passed to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. Rounels of Portland asked unani
mous consent to present out of order the 
following ol'cler: 

Ordered, that a committee of three 
be appointed to see why the Legisla
tive Record is not kept up to elate or 
in our State paper. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Today, Mr. Speaker, 
we are expecting to have the largest de
bate of this session. \Vhen I came here 
eight years ago, I was told to look in 
the Kennebec Journal, which was our 
State p:'lper at that time, and that I 
would find w'lat went on in the House 
the day before. This yea,' it has been 
different. No member could tell what 
went on. All through this State people 
have taken it as a State paper, and 
when you came here three months ago 
you were asked to furnish a State pape~, 
and that State paper was supposed to 
give a regular account of everything 
that went on in this House and Senate. 
Today we are not getting it. The paper 
says look at the Legislative Record, It 
is time that we should know, or our 
friends or enemies should know, what 
we have to say on different subjects; 
and today being one of the largest days 



1212 LEGISLATIVE HECORD-HOFSE, AI'JlIL 3, 1917 

that we will have in the House this 
session is my reason for presenting this 
order and I hope it will have a passage. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. BUSSAGARGER of Lubec: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
I heartily second the motion and the re
marks of the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Rounds. Some time ago we had the 
first great debate in this House concern
ing the most vital matters affecting the 
State from the great city of Portland 
to the far-off hamlets of Aroostook 
county, and I fully expected to find the 
debate fully recorded in the State pa
per, because I was told in a letter be
fore I came to this honorable body to 
take the Kennebec Journal, the only 
daily paper in the State that published 
a complete stenographic record of the 
proceedings and debate of the Legisla
ture. Imagine my surprise on running 
down to the door the next morning af
ter this memorable debate to open my 
paper and find where I had expected 
to discover the debate a footnote "For 
d.~bate see Legislative Record." I 
turned to the Legislative Record and it 
was many days and even weeks before 
I could find that debate printed even 
in the Legislative Record. I heartily 
concur therefore in the sentiments of 
the gentleman from Portland, (Mr. 
Rounds) that Our State paper publish 
a ful! and complete account of the de
bates in this House. 

The order of Mr. Rounds received a 
passage. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap-
point as the committee Messrs. Rounds 
of Portland, Cole of Eliot and Bussa
barger of Lubec. 

tion whereby House Bill 664 was passed 
to be engroHHed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read 
Senate Amer,dment A. 

Amendment A to House Document 
664. Amend by striking out the word 
"state" in :-;E:ction 13 in the 10th line, 
and inserti"g in lieu thereof the word 
"county"; se, that the said line shall 
read "from the Treasury of the County." 

On motioll by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
Senate Amendment A was adopted in 
concurrence with the Senate. 

Mr. GAHCELON of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I nO)v; offer House Amendment 
A and movp its adoption. 

The SPEAECER: The Chair will read 
House Amendment A. 

House Am,mdment A to House Docu
ment 664, entitled "An Act to establish 
a superior ",ourt in the county of An
droscoggin. 

Section 11 is hereby amended by strik
ing out the word "eighteen" in the ninth 
line thereof on page five of the printed 
bill, and sl'.llstituting the word "fif
teen." 

The amen,'ment was adopted and the 
bill was pa:;sed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate Amendment A and 
House Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
It was voteci that the rules be suspendej 
and the HOUSEl consider out of order bill 
An Act authorizing the issue of bond~ 
and notes to the amount of one million 
dollars, on its passage to be enacted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
that this is an emergency measure and 
requires one hundred and one votes. This 
bill having had its two several readings 

Papers from the Senate disposed of in the Senate. having had its three several 
in concurrence. readings in t he House, being reported 

from the committee on engrossed bills 
From the Senate: An Act to estab- as being truly and strictly engrossed, Is 

lish a superior court in the county of it the pleasure of the I-louse that it be 
Androscoggin. In the House this bill now passed to be enacted? Those in fa
was passed to be engrossed. In the vor of the passage of the act will rise 
Senate read twice, Senate Amendment and stand until counted. 
A adopted. Bill passed to be engrossed A division (of the House being had, 
as amended by Senate Amendment A. One hundre,] and eighteen voting in the 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au- affirmative and none in the negative, the 
gusta, the House reconsidered its ac- bill was pass.)d to be enacted. 
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From the Senate: Ordered, the House weight of eight tons, including load and 
concurring, that when the Senate and vehicle, or the width of the load on which 
House adjourn they adjourn to meet is in excess of eight feet, and between 
Thursday, April fifth, at 9.30 o'clock in November ~ and May 1 no traction en
the forenoon. gine, trailer, motor or other power-driven 

The order received a passage in con- vehicle in excess of a total weight of 
currence. 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-

three tons, including load and vehicle, or 
the width of the load on which is in ex
cess of eight feet, shall be operated upon 
or over any highway in this State outside 
of the thickly settled portions where the 

gusta unanimous consent was given that 
gentleman to introduce out of order a res
olution as follows: 

Resolved, that the House extend 
heartfelt sympathy to its doorkeeper, 
Charles H. Ashford, in the death of his 
wife, and that the clerk of the House 
send a copy of this resolution to Mr. 
A.hford. 

buildings are situated at distances aver
its aging less than two hundred feet apart 

in anyone-quarter mile, without first 
obtaining a permit from the authorities 
having charge of the repair and main
tenance of such highways.'" 

The order received a passage. 
Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak

er, I am not opposed to that; I want to 
say that, but I would like to have it lay 

An Act relative to on the table 24 hours until Thursday. From the Senate: 
Some of my people are very much inter
ested in these bills and I would like to 

the operation of traction engines, motor 
and other vehicles upon highways and 
bridges. hear from them. 

In the House this bill was read three On motion hy Mr. Rounds of Port-
several times without reference to any hnd, the amendment was tabled pend
committee, passed to be engrossed and ing adoption. 
sent up for concurrence. 

In the Senate the bill was read two 
several times; Senate Amendment A was 
adopted and the bill passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate Amend
ment A. 

Mr. REDMAN of Ellsworth: Mr. Speak
er, I move we reconsider our former vote 
whereby this bill was passed to be en·· 
grossed and that we concur with the 
Senate in the adoption of Senate Amend
ment A, and that the bill have its thre2 
several readings at this time as amended. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Ellsworth, Mr. Redman, moves that the 
House reconsider its vote whereby the 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

The motion prevalled. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, in the rush of the last two 
days it is necessary some times per
haps to call attention to a matter as it 
is passing along. Now if I understood 
the amendment correctly, having heard 
jt read, this bill will be very repugnant 
to the section of Maine that has to 
moYe freight and produce. A traction 
engine, trailer or power-driYen vehicle 
weighing three tons would not carry 
any load at all. Furthermore it is 
probable that if this is passed, it takes 
away from the towns the right to de
termine a point for the repair and 
maintenance. I hope this bill will be 
studied by members of the House dur
ing the interval. 

The SPEAKER: Senate Amendment A From the Senate: ResolYe in favor of 
improvement of navigation of the Fish 

reads as follows: River lakes in the county of Aroostook. 
"Amend Section I by striking out all In the House this resolve was passed to 

after the enacting clause and substitut- be engrossed. In the Senate the re
ing the following: solve was read twice. Senate Amend-

'Sectlon 1. Between May 1 and Novem- ment A adopted. Resolve passed to be 
ber 1, no traction engine, trailer, motor engrossed as amended by Senate 
or other vehicle in excess of the total Amendment A 
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On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au
gusta, the House voted to reconsider 
Its action whereby it passed House 
Document 647 to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read 
Senate Amendment A. 

Strike out ill the seventh line the 
words "State steamboat inspector" and 
insert "Governor and Council." 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au
gusta, the House voted to concur with 
the Senate in the adoption of Senate 
Amendment A. The resolve having had 
its several readings, it was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A in concurrence. 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. Speak
er, we have several matters especially 
assigned for today and it occurred to 
me that it might be better to take those 
up at the present time and finish them 
this morning, and that perhaps these 
various matters which come from the 
Senate, all of which require a good deal 
of time, might be put over until aft
ernoon; otherwise, our discussion would 
be interrupted by the adjournment for 
dinner. Therefore I make the motion 
that we suspend the rules at the pres
ent time and take up these matters 
that were especially assigned out of 
order, unless the Chair sees some re~
son to the contrary. 

'1'he SPEAKER: The Chair would 
state that the engrossing clerk is wait
ing for all this concurrent stuff, and it 
would delay the Legislature if the mat
ter could not be put ahead for printing. 
Of course it is a matter entirely for 
the House. 

Mr. BAXTER: I withdraw my mo
tion. 

From the Ser,a te: An Act authorizing 
the Fort Kent Electric Co. to erect and 
mainta.in a dam across Wallagrass 
stream. In the House this bill was 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment B. In the Senate, 
House Amendment B. was indefinitely 
postponed. The bill was then passed to 
be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the bill was tabled on the ground that 

it is a matter similar to those which 
are to be discussed later in the day. 

From the Senate: An Act to amend 
Section 11 of Chapter 117 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the salaries of the 
stenographers of the superior courts. 
'rhis bill was passed to be enac~,,<1 in 
the House March 23; passed to be en
grossed in the House Feb. 22. In the 
Senate read two several times and 
Senate Amendment B adopted. Bill 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
Senate Amendment B. 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au
gusta, the House voted to reconsider 
its action wherE'by this bill was pass
ed to be enacted and on further motion 
by the same gentleman, the House 1'ot
ed to reconsider its action whereby the 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

On further motion by the same gen
tleman, the House concurred in the 
adoption of Senate Amendment B 
which is as follows: 

Senate Amendment B to House Doc
ument 352. 

House Document No. 252 is hereby 
ameniled by striking out all after the 
enacting clause and inserting in lieu 
thpreof the following 

"The ~alari~s of the sienogrnphers of 
the superior courts, to be paid quar
terly from the treasuries of their coun
ties, in full for all services formerly 
chargeable to the counties, are as fol
lows: Cumberland, $1800 a year; Ken
nebec. $1800 a year. They shall also 
receive from the county in which the 
court is held, their expenses when in 
attendance upon court away from their 
places of residence, but not otherwise; 
a detailed statement of such expense 
actually and reasonably incurreil shall 
be approved by the presiding justice. 

The hill having had its three several 
readings, it was passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Senate A.mendment B 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the com
mittee on salaries and fees reporting 
"ought not to pass" on An Act rela
tive to clerl< hire in the office of clerk 
of courts for York county. In the House 
the bill ~·~s substituted for the report, 
given its three several readings and 
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passed to be engrossed. In the Senate, 
the report "ought not to pass" was 
read and accepted in non-concurrence 
with the action of the House. 

On motion by Mr. Cole of Eliot, the 
House voted to insist on its former ac
tion and ask for a committee of con
ference. 

The Chair appointed as such com
mittee Messrs. Cole of Eliot, Frost of 
Benyick and Jordan of Cumberland. 

j<~rom the Senate: Majority and mi
nority reports from committee on in
land fisheries and game. Majority re
port of committee on inland fisheries 
and game on bill, An Act entitled "An 
Act to create the office of commission
er of inland rIsheries and game and to 
abolish the office of commissioners of 
inland fisheries and game," reporting 
"ought to pass," signed Stanh~yj Chick, 
Flint, McNally, Merrill, Babb, O'Con
nell. Minority report of same commit
tee on same subject matter, reporting 
"ought not to pass" signed Hastings, 
Berry, vVebb. 

In the House the minority report 
"ought not to pass" was read and ac
cepted. In the Senate the majority re
port "ought to pass" was read and ac
cepted in non-concurrence and th2 
bill given its two several readings and 
passed to be engrossed in non-concur
rence with the action of the House. 

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speal,er, 
I move that we recede and concur with 
the Senate. 

1\11'. BERRY of 'Waterville: :il.ir. 
Speaker, this matter vras brought up 
here tile other day and I Explained to 
the members of this House as well as 
I could tile purport of the bill and the 
action of the committee. I recall with 
pleasure my boyhood days on the farm, 
when I used to attend Sells Brothers 
circus and watch the clown in his com
ic and acrobatic acts turning somer
saults. Recognizing, as I do, the hands 
in which this bill rests, I shall of 
course submit and submit gracefuly. I 
shall be pleased to see this acrobatic 
performance repeated in these late 
days of the session. 

:Hl'. PACKARD of Rockland: 1\Ir. 
Speal,er, it SEems to me that if we in-

tend t.o get out of here this spring or 
summer that we ought to stand by the 
hills that we pass instead of receding; 
and I hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Monson (Mr. Flint) will not pre
vail and that the House will insist on 
its former action. 

The SPF~AKER: The pending ques
tion being on the motion of the gentle
man from Monson, Mr. Flint, that the 
House recede, as many as are in favor 
of this motion will say aye and those 
cpposed no. 

A viva VOCIl vote being doubted, 

Mr. Murray of Bangor called for the 
yeas and nays. 

Less than one-fifth arising at the call 
of the Chair, the yeas and nays were 
not ordered. 

A division of the House being had, 
Fifty-six voting in the affirmative and 

30 in the negative, the motion of the 
gentleman from Monson adopting the 
majority report in concurrence pre
vailed. 

The bill then had its three several 
readings under a suspension of the rules 
an<l was passed to be engrossed in con
currence. 

From the Senate: Majority and mi
nority reports from committee on salar
ies and fees. Majority report. The ma
jority of the committee on salaries and 
fees on bill, An Act relating to compen
sation of judges of probate, have had 
the same under consideration and ask 
leave to report the same ought not to 
pass, signed Grant, Howard, Welch, 
Jenkins, Holt, Leavitt, Conant. Minor
ity report of same committee on same 
subject matter reporting same in a new 
draft under same title and that it ought 
to pass, Signed, Rounds. Came from the 
Senate, majority report "ought not to 
pass" accepted. 

Mr. ROUNDS of· Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that we insist and ask 
for a committee of conference. As I 
understand, the minority report in the 
House was accepted last Friday, and 
this is a matter that involves only from 
three hundred to five hundred dollars a 
year. .,,"s I said last Friday, it is a 
matter that has to do with the differ-
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ent counties and the delegations from that the minority report be accepted. 
the counties recommended it or some of I will yield to the gentleman from Eliot, 
the counties recommended it. I want to Mr. Cole. 
say that we give judges of the supreme 
court $2500 a year when they reach the 
age of seventy. Now this will only 
affect three judges in the whole State of 
Maine and probably never any more. 
The salary will be from three to five 
hundred dollars a year-half the salary 
they obtained when they were judges of 
probate. As you all know, once in thir
ty years all the property in the State of 
Maine has to be probated by these 
judges of probate. Why not allow them 
after seventy years of age and looking 
after our property for twenty years the 
paltry sum of from three hundred and 
fifty to five hundred dollars? I move 
that we insist and ask for a committee 
of conference. 

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: I second 
the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will name 
on that committee of conference, 
Messrs. Bragdon of Westbrook, Buzzell 
and Lawrence of Fairfield. 

From the Senate: Majority and mi
nority reports from committee on sal
aries and fees. Majority report. A ma
jority of the committee on salaries and 
fees, to which was referred An Act to 
amend Chapter 357 of the Public Laws 
of 1915, relating to clerk hire in the 
office of the register of deeds in York 
county, have had the same under con
sideration and ask leave to report that 
the same ought not to pass. Signed, 
Grant, Conant, Holt, Welch, Jenkins, 
Leavitt. Minority report of same com
mittee on same subject matter report
ing "ought to pass." Signed, Rounds, 
Howard. 

In the House the minority report is 
accepted, bill read three times under 
suspension of the rules and passed to 
be engrossed. This com"", Horn the 
Senate, the majority report "ought :lOt 
to pass" accepted in non-concurrence 
with the action of the House. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I signed the minority report, 
and I suppose it devolves on me to ask 

Mr. COL[~ of El!ot: Mr. Speaker, my 
mind was ;.aken up with another mat
tel'; was tltat the judge of probate of 
York count,;'! 

The SpnAKER: It is clerk hire in 
the registEw of deeds office. 

On motion by Mr. Cole of Eliot, the 
reports were tabled pending concurrence 
with the Henate. 

Senate Bills in First Reading 

Senate 30H. An Act to amend Section 
143 of Ch'LDter 16 of the Revised Stat
utes, relail "Ig to the admission of stu
dents to ~lhte normal schOOls. 

Senate 330. An Act to designate tru
ant officers as attendance officers. 

Senate U8. An Act to amend Sec
tion 29 of Chapter 136 of the Revised 
Statutes, r"lating to the copy of pro
ceedings in murder cases. 

Senate 32·1. An Act to amend Section 
38 of Chapter 72 of the Revised Stat
utes, relat i 19 to the legal effect of the 
adoption of child. 

Senate o1! 5. An Act authorizing the 
selectmen of the town of Brooksville 
to grant a private way over tide wat
ers. 

The rules were suspended and the 
bills were given their three several 
readings and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrenc.:;', 

From the Senate: Majority report of 
committee on legal affairs, to which 
was referred bill, An Act to amend 
Section Hi, Chapter 84 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916, relatll1g to the tenure 
of office of county aitorr:eys, have had 
the same 'mder consideration and ask 
leave to report that the same ought 
to pass, sipled Merrill, Wood, Marshal!, 
Conary, Garcelon, Brewster and Ander
son from the committee. Minority re
port from the same committee on same 
subject matter, reporting "ought not 
to pass" signed, Murray. In the Sen
ate, majority report was accepted. 

Mr. MUHHAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak
er, I move that the minority report be 
adopted in non-concurrence. 
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Mr. FAnHl~GTON of AUg'usta: Mr. 
Speaker, I trust the motion of the gen
tleman from Bangor, Mr. ::\Iurray, will 
not prevail. As I understand, the Sen
ate accepted the majority report 
"oug'ht to pass" and the bill comes to 
us engrossed. I trust the motion will 
not prevail to accept the minority re
port. 

Mr. MUHRAY: Mr. Speaker, I dis
like very much to go all through this 
same speech-practically the same 
speech that I went through with refer
ence to the removal of sheriffs; al
though of course this is not the same 
sort of a measure. That measure was 
defended by those Hepublicans who 
did defend it on the g'round that the 
responsibility, if any there was, came 
from the people; that that matter was 
submitted by us to the peoplc. That of 
course was true. Now this matter 
should we pass it, and should it be 
legal after we passed it, would give the 
Governor and Council the authority of 
removal at the time it became a law; 
so that would leave the responsibility 
on us rather than on the people. 

As I say, I wa.nt to be brief, but I 
want to attack this measure on another 
ground and I am addressing my re
marks now to the lawyers. I am sorry 
to say that I have once seen the law
yers of this House pass a measure 
which was, in my opinion, so plainly 
unconstitutional that it was shameless 
to pass it. I refer to the Lewiston 
Police Bill. Here is another matter 
which is just as plain. Our Constitu
tion provides for the removal of all of
ficm's-I do not want to go into details 
by reading it-but it provides that 
every civil officer must be removed 
either by impeachment or by address 
of both Houses, that being the con
stitutional remedy and prohibiting all 
other methods of removal. As I say I 
will not tire the laymen with my re
marks along that line and I a·m refer
ring now to the lawyers. If they want 
to assume the responsibility of passing 
this measure, that being as plain as it 
is, let them go ahead. 

~lr. ALLAK of Portland: Mr. Speak
er, I do not want the members of this 
House, especially the lawyers, to for
get that this act is not new to the 

statutes of Maine. I think if you will 
go back to the Acts and Hesolves of 
our State of about 1880, you will find 
where this law was enacted, and it also 
remained on the statutes of Maine un
til 1903 when it was repealed. Some 
time, I do not remember the date, Gov
ernor Burleigh, I think, or the Legis
lature, I do not know which and have 
not had time to look it up, attempted 
to refer this en tire matter to the su
preme court of the State of Maine to 
get, if possible, a decision of the court 
as to whether this act was unconstitu
tional; but as I remember now the 
court turned it back on the ground that 
the question was not momentous 
enough for the court to consider; that 
the court did not consider it advisable 
or momentous enough to consider. I 
cannot see why it would be more 
damaging to the State of Maine now 
than it was at the time when it was 
upon the statutes of the State. I hope 
that the bill may be allowed to pass. 

:Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, just a word further. This act 
is an act that has been seriously con
sidered by the Legislature to assist in 
the enforcement of the criminal law. 
The Governor of the State is the Chief 
Executive. He is charged with the 
duty to Hee that the Ja.w is enforced. 
No~ the law is enforced in this way: 
An executive officer be he the Gover
nor or the sheriff, secures the arrest of 
an alleged criminal. He is then 
brought into court, his case is in 
charge of the county attorney and it is 
tried before a judge. Now there have 
been in times past men occupying 
either one of the three positions of 
judge, county attorney or sheriff who 
were not above suspicion. If a sheriff 
wishes certain infractions of the law 
to be winked at, if the county attorney 
wishes certain infractions of the law to 
be \vinked at, when the respondent is 
brought ,,','fore the court, if there are 
two of a kind right there, the alleged 
respondent has a pretty good chance; 
if he should happen to be brought be
fore a judge of the kind I have men
tioned, why there are three of a kind 
and it beats any combination that 
ordinarily comes up in the enforce
Illent of the law. If sheriffs are crimi-
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nals in refraining from doing their Gentlemen, those are not all the facts in 
duty, we consider that under the law the case. When you are tried for mur
already passed, they may be retired der, for theft or for any felony or crime, 
from office. This bill provides that if you are supposed to be tried before a 
the county attorneys are criminal in jury of your peers, and I insist and will 
failing to do their duty, they may be continue to insist that a partisan jury 
retired in order that the laws of the of eight men, good men and true however 
State providing punishment for crimi- they may be, whether all Republicans or 
nal offences shall be dignified by all Democrats, appointed to try a poli

tical case, is not an unbiased jury, and I 
can cite you evidence of that fact. In my 
own State of Kentucky, we had a politi
cal convulsion-almost a revolution
about the year 1900. Two contending par-
ties were after the governorship. One of 
the leaders of that party was shot dcwn 
as he walked up the steps toward the 
State House along the pathway. The 

obedience on the part of everyone in 
ordet' that the Chief Executive of the 
State, the Governor, may have some 
more power than the mere sug'gestion 
or the WI iting of a note or the polite 
request that officials shall do their 
duty; and when in his opmlOn, the 
opinion of the Governor and Council, 
after notice, the reading ot ·evidence 
and proof, haye come to the conclusion 
that the county attorney fails to do his shot came from the office of the secre
duty, to enforce the law which he was tary of State under the ill-starred Gov
elected to enfurce, he may b8 retired. ernor, Caleb Powers. He was arrested 

One more word. There is no ques- for complicity in this crime, and I think 
tion in my mind nor do I belieYe that for three successive times he was trie(l 
the people ever elect a man to fail to 
do his duty. I bclic,-e the electors when 
they elect a man, elect him to do his 
duty. This pl'o\'ides a court to deter
mine whether 01' not h9 has done his 

before a jury of his peers, presumably, 
and each time convicted of murder. 
Why did that come about? Because 
everyone of those twel,-e men on the 
jury were Democrats and the accm:ed man 

duty, and if in the judgment of that a Republican; but just as soon as an
court he has not done his duty, anoth- other bloodless revolution overthrew the 
e1' man shall be put ill bi~ place who Democratic power and put a Republican 
will do his duty. It SEem:o to me that in the State House at Frankfort, Ken
especially in these times we ~hould tucky, the very first act he did was to 
have this authority grant€L1 to the issue a pardon to the convicted man that 
Chief Executive of the State. 

Mr. BUSSABARGER of Lubec: Mr. 
Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to r:se 
to support the position taken by my 
brother, the gentleman from Bangor, Mr. 
Murray; because I believe the principle 
which he opposes, and which has been 
adopted in a recent measure passed t·) 
the people, is a most insidious and dan
gerous foe to a Republican or Demo .. 
cratic form of government; and I wish 
to reply to an argument made by the 
distinguished gentleman from Belfast. 
Mr Buzzell. He said that this was not 
granting power to one man; it was no 
such thing as one man power; but when 
an officer derelict in his duty, a sheriff 
or a county attorney, should be brought 
before the Governor, there would be 
eight good men and true to weigh and 
hear the evidence and give their verdict. 

these twelve men good and true had sen
tenced to the penitentiary for murder. 
and today that condemned man who 
was branded a murderer by twelve men 
good and true-I do not doubt their 
goodness-it is their fairness, their bal
ance as judges to weigh the evidence 
that I contend against-today that man 
is a representative from his district in 
the highland regions of Kentucky in the 
Capitol of these United States. There, 
friends, is abundant evidence to you that 
no partisan jury selected like these men 
of the Council for their political services, 
their age long service of twenty year~ 

perhaps to their party, would be an un
biased jury to try my friend, Mr. Murray, 
if he were county attorney or sheriff of 
Penobscot county and were brought be
fore that jury; and I contend, friends, 
tha.t this is an insidious attempt to de-
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thrane demacracy in this grand aId stated, and entered on the journal of 
State of Maine. Why, in Russia today the house in which it originated, and 
the Czar has been overthrawn and that a copy thereof served on the person in 
little clique that staod abaut hIm and office, that he may be admitted to a 
crushed out the lives of those exiles who hearing in his defence." Thus, gen
were sent to Siberia, and taday a great tlemen, does our constitution safeguard 
republic stands there. That was referred an officer whom we have elected to 
to by our Presrden t in his message yes- office. 
terday as ane af the mast heartening in- I also want to tal{e issue in conjunc
stances in this gigantic struggle. Shall tion with my brother Bussabarger's 
we in the State of Maine, in this ~a- remarks with the issue which my 
tianal Democracy if you please, this great brother Buzzell raised the other day. 
republic dedicated to gavernment af th~ He says that this is not a one man 
peaple, for the peaple and by the people, power. I say it is. If a county at
revert to the old wornaut autocracy of torney is dishonest, and you should 
the Czar af Russia and his caurt? I say pass this law and want to remove him, 
no and I vate no. I thank you. (Ap- should the Governor be dishonest-
plause.) and I am not referring now to the 

present Governor for I say here and 

MI'. Ml.'RRAY of Bangol': ;,vIr. 
Speaker, 1 am glad that my friend 
Barnes did not stand up here and say 
that this law would be constitutional, 
if passed. He is too good a lawyer to do 
that. I admire him for that. He 
would have no such I'e('ord against 
him. I also want to say to my friend 
Allan that not only he did not find 
that law which he cites, but that it 
will be impossible for him to find it, 
because it is not there. I want to 
Hay here and now, and here and now 
I want to defy every lawyer in the 
State of Maine to say that that law, 
if passed, woulo be con8titutional. 
They know it is not, and they are dis
gracing our profession if they, for the 
purpose of furthering political ends of 
either party, descend to this level. 
Gentl<cmen, it is things like this that 
bring upon our' profession some of the 
merited disgTace to which it is sub
jected. 

I am going to read the part of the 
constitution which pertains to this. 
and I am going to ask if it is not so 
plain that even a layman can under
stand it. "Every person holding any 
civil office under this State, may be 
removed by impeachment for misde
meanor in office; and evet·y person 
holding any office, may be removed 
by the Governor, with the aovice of 
the Council, on the address of both 
branches of the legislature. But be
fore such aooress shall pass either 
house, the causes of removal Rhall be 

now that he is ho'nest--but I say 
that we may have one, and should he 
say "no," what -can the Council do? 

Fortunately, there are upon ouI' 
statute books laws, or a law, which 
can take care of a matter of this kind. 
If there is a dishonest county attorney, 
the Governor can send the attorney
general before the grand jury of any 
county, have that county attorney in
oicted, through the attorney-general, 
and prosecuted. If he is found guilty, 
he gets one year in jail and $1000 fine, 
unless I am mistaken in the penalty. 
In adctition to that you are giving that 
man all the right that you have, and 
that is this: The right first to be 
inoicted by a grand jury; next to face 
your accuser in court before twelve of 
your fellow men, have all of your legal 
rights protected, and, if you are in
nocent, you are not being tried to fur
ther somebody's political enos, but you 
are being tripd by your peers. Is it not 
fair that the county attorney should 
have what you have? That is all he 
shoulct have, and I say here and now 
that, if he is guilty, he should go to 
jail and the punishment is not severe 
fmough. That is not the idea at all. 
What I resent is this, and I resent it 
as my hrother Dearth would say from 
my heart, is the idea of making it 
possible to abuse the law. 

Mr. HARMAN .of Stonington: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
In this free country of ours, I believe 
it is a very unwise thing to put 
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through this kind of legislation. It is ordering the yeas and nays will rise 
unwise to take away the elective power and stand until counted. 

A sufficient number having arisen, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

of the people of this State. The people 
of this State elect their county attor
neys and they wish them to stay "on 
the job." We fought in 1776 to get The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
this power, this elective power of the the question again. The pending question 
people; and I believe we do not want is the motion of the gentleman from 
it taken away from us. I believe it is Bangor, Mr. Murray, that the House non
unwise to give the Governor and concur with the Senate in the adoption 
Oouncil this power because they, by of the majority report, the majority re
reason of some trivial act of some port being "ought to pass." The only 
county attorney, call him before the question is on non-concurrence. Of 
Governor and 'Council and have him course, if the motion is carried, it is 
removed. I believe this would work equivalent to the adoption of the minori
out so that the wishes of the people ty report. The clerk will call the roll, 
would be aborted. A few years ago 
a county attorney came before this 
legislature for impeachment. When it 
came to s. vote to impeach him, it was 
carried almost wholly on party lines . 
. 1 believe if a Democratic county attor
ney were brought before the Governor 
and Council, which would be wholly 
Republican in the present case, his 
chances would be very fair for being 
removed from office. Then, again, a 
county attorney, if removed for some 
small offence, would lose his reputa
tion. It would be a terrible thing for 
a county attorney to lose his reputa
tion before the bar of the State. I 
trust that this bill will not pass. 

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I have been very much en
tertained by the silver-tongued oratory 
which we have heard here; but none 
of it, to my mind, has touched the 
point at issue, which is, whether we 
shall have some quicker method for 
the removal of inefficient county attor
neys. I hope the bill will pass. 

The SPEAKER: The matter before 
the House is a divided report from the 
comittee on legal affairs on Senate 
Bill No, 416. The pending question is 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Bangor, Mr. Murray, that the House 
non-concur with the Senate, the Sen
ate having ado~ted the majority re
port, "ought to pass." 

Mr. MURRAY: I move, Mr. Speak
er, that the vote be taken by the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of 

and those who are in favor of the motion 
of the gentleman from Bangor will say 
aye; those opposed, no. 

(Mr. Baxter in the chair,) 

YEA-Andrews of Warren, Berry, Bill
ings, Bolduc, Boman of Vinalhaven, 
Boynton, Bussabarger, Corliss, Desco
teaux, Dow, Emerson, Fleming, Grant, 
Harmon, Hartwell, Holt of Skowhegan, 
Hooper, Hunt, Kneeland, Langley, Lar
gay, Larrabee, Levesque, Meserve, Mes
ser, Morin, Murray, Neilon, Packard of 
~ewburg, Packard of Rockland, Picher, 
Reed, Richards, Sawyer of Madison, 
Snow of Bluehill, Tate, Turner, Watson, 
Welch, Webb-40. 

NAY-Albert, Alden, Allan of Portland, 
Allen of Sanford, Ames, Anderson, An
drews of Norway, Averill, Babb, Barnes, 
Baxter, Besse, Bowman of Detroit, 
Brackett, Bragdon, Brewster, Brown, 
Burbank, Buzzell, Cates, Chaplin of 
Bridgton, Chaplain of South Portland, 
Charles, Clark of Harrison, Clarke of 
Randolph, Clason, Clement, Clifford, Cof
fin, Cole of Eliot, Cole of Etna, Conary, 
Crediford, Cummings, Cushman, Daigle 
of New Canada PI., Daigle of WaIIa
grass, Day, Dutton, Eaton, Ellis of Gar
diner, Ellis of York, Farrington, Fletch
er, Flint, Frost, Gannett, Garcelon, Gur
ney, Ha.nson, Hall, Hammond, HarrIs, 
Hart. Hill, Holley, Hooper, Hutchins, 
Jenkins, Jennings, Jordan of Baileyville, 
Jordan of Cumberland, Knight, Law
rence, Leavitt. Lewis, Libby, Longley, 
Lyford, McNally, Merrill, Morison, New
comp, O'Connell, Pendexter, Phillips, 
Powers, Purington, Ranney, Redn1an. 
Rounds, Rowe, Russell, Ryder, Snow of 
Mars Hill, Speirs, Stearns, Stanley, 
Stubbs, Tuttle, Wa,gg, Washburn, Watts, 
Williams, Wilson-95. 

ABSENT-Dearth, Driscoll, Drisko, 
Goldthwait, Greenlaw, Holbrook, Holt of 
Gouldsboro, King, Lenfest, Murphy, Mut
ty, Nicholas, Pattee, Sawyer of Eden, 
Sisson-15. 

When the name of Mr. Flint of Mon-
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son was I'eached in the 1'011 call, that 
f'entleman said as follows: Mr, Speak
er: I was not here when the question 
was put, and I 'w0uld like to know what 
,"Y(' are yoting on. 

The SPBAKJ<JR pro tem: '1'he Chair 
would inform the gentleman that we 
are voting on the motion of the gentle
man from Bangor, Mr. Murray, that 
the minol'ity report of the committee 
on legal affairs relating to the tenure 
of office of county attorneys be ac
cepted, Those who yote yes are voting 
in fayor of the motion of the gentle
man from Bangor to a"c"pt the minor
ity repOl't. 

On motion by Mr, Merrill of Gray, 
the House voted to concur with the 
Senate in accepting the majority re
port, "ought to pass." 

On motion by the same gentleman, 
the rules were suspended, the blll re
cieved its three several readings, and 
was passed to be engrossed in con
currence with the Senate. 

Senate, 342. An Act to revise the 
military law, 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl
ton, the rules were suspended, the bill 
received its three several readings and 
was passed to be engrossed in con-

:\·li'. FLl~'l': vote no, MI'. Speaker. currence. 

Mr. HaMAl'\' of \'inalhaven: M Senate 367. Resolve proposing an 
Speakel', 1 vvish to change my YO;~ amendment to rticlc 7 of the Con

stitution relating to military. 
On motion by ::Vir. Barnes fo Houl

f1'1)111 11 () t!) yes. 

::VII'. ton, the rules were suspended, the re
:Speaker, I would likf' to votc, on this solve han its two several readings and 
m<tttcl\ h<tving' heen ahsf'nt when my was passed to be engrossed in con

:\Ir. H()l~KDS of l'ol'ila lid: 

CU1Tencc. name was c,dled. 1 votE' no. (Ap
plause.) 

(Speaker 
in the affirma- Chair.) 1-"ol'tO' having voted 

tive and ninety-five 
the motion of the 
Bang-or, lVIt-o lVlulTay, 

resnmes the 

in the negative, 
gentlen1an from 
was lost. 

:\Ir. ALLAX of Portland: ::vIt-. Speak
er, 1 woulc] like to make an explana
tion at thiR time in reply to the gen
tleman from Bangor (lVIr. Murray) in 
ref"rence to the statute to which I 
refelTed. I wish to call the attention 
of the memers of this body to the Re
vised Statutes of ] 883', which says: 
",Vlwnevel' the Governor is, after in
Yestigation and hearing on his part, 
satisfied that any county attorney has 
wilfully refused and neglected to (]i8-
ch:1i'ge his chlties imposed upon him 
hy this section"--referring to the sec
tion haYing to rlo with intoxicating 
liqllors-"he sha.1I remove him froITl 
office and fill l1is place lly appoint
ment." 

The act which we have reported 
makes it more guanled than this; it 
makes it the ('}overnor and Council, 
while the act to which I referred re
fers it to the Governor alone, That 
was continuerl on the statutes lIntil 
H03, when it disappeared. 

F'J'tHl1 the Senate: Final reports of 
llw committee on State school for hoys, 
State school for girls and women's re
formatory, the committee on temper
ance, an(1 the COllllTIitte:::. on education. 

Tile l'E'ports ·were accepted in concur
rence. 

Reports of Committees 

Mr. Hutchins. from the committee on 
jllf]iei:lO', on bill "An Act for the pro
tecl ion of life and property in cities 
01' over 40,000 population, against loss 
(11' dn 1l1agc from stealTI boilers or steam 
macllillNY o]lerated by incompetent per
Huns," l'Cllortec1 ~rUTIe in a ne'w draft 
um],·!' title of "An Act authorinizg mun
cipial of11cers to appoint examiners of 
steanl engineers and firemen," and that 
it ought to pass. 

(On motion by Mr. Hutchins of Mex
ico, the rules were suspended and the 
bill in new draft was given its three 
several readings and passed to be en
grossed.) 

Mr. Brewster, from the committee on 
legal affairs reported "ought to pass" 
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on bill "An Act to amend Section 36 dangerous or deadly weapons without a 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes license. 
relating to manner of payment of sal- An Act to amend Section 33 of Chap-
aries." 

(On motion by Mr. Brewster of Port
land, the rules were suspended and the 
bill was given its three several readings 
and passed to be engrossed.) 

ter 9 of the Revised Statutes, increasing 
the taxation of owners of parlor cars. 

An Act to amend Section 10 of Chap
ter 137 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to the appointment of probation officers. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chapter 
Majority report of the committee on 34 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 

legal affairs, reporting "ought not to the term of office of the commissioner 
pass" on bill "An Act to license and of Agriculture. 
regulate the business of making loans An Act to amend Section 10 of Chap
in sums of $300, or less, at a greater ter 117 of the Revised Statutes relating 
rate of interest than 12 per cent. per to stenographers of the supreme judicial 
annum, and regulating the assignment court. 
of wages or salaries given as security An Act authorizing the treasurer of 
therefor." State to negotiate a temporary loan. 

(Signed) Messrs. Marshall, Conary, An Act to ratify, confirm and make 
Buzzell, Anderson, Murray, valid the acts of incorporation and pro

Chaplin, Brewster. ceedings of Abou Ben Adhem lodge, No. 
Minority report of the same commit- 23, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

An Act to amend Section 9 of Chapter tee on same subject matter, reporting 
"ought to pass." 29 of the Revised Statutes, prohibiting 

'Wood, the treatment of army and navy veter-(Signed) Messrs. Merrill, 
Garcelon. 

(On motion by Mr. Garcelon of Au
burn, both reports tabled pending ac
ceptance of either.) 

Pass·ed to Be Enacted 

ans as paupers. 
An Act to authorize the American 

Thread Company to erect a bridge 
across Sebec river in the town of Milo. 

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chap-
ter 132 of the Revised Statutes, pro

An Act to provide for the establish- viding for an increase in the number of 
ment of polling districts in towns. licensed detectives. 

An Act to increase the salary of the An Act relating to the trustees of the 
judge of the municipal court of Dex- \Vindham ministerial fund. 

ter. An Act to amend Paragraph 3 of 
An Act to amend Chapter 76 of the 

Revised Statutes, relating to sales of Section 1 of Chapter 281 of the Private 
real estate by license of court. and Special Laws of 1909, increasing the 

salary of recorder of the municipal 
An Act to amend Section 51 of Chap- court of the city of Westbrook. 

ter 82 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to trial list of supreme judicial court An Act to repeal Chapter 134 of the 
for Aroostook county. Special Laws of 1831 entitled, "An Act 

An Act for the enforcement of liens establishing a fire department in the 
on watches, clocks and jewelry for labor town of Portland"; Sections 1, 3 and 4 
and materials furnished in making and of Chapter 167 of the Private and 

Special Laws of 1853 entitled "An Act r.epairing same. 
An Act to amend Section 83 of Chap

ter 53 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to term of office of insurance commis
sioner. 

An Act to amend Section 100 of 
Chapter 52 of the Revised Statutes, and 
increasing the authorized amount of ac
cumulated capital of loan and building 
associations. 

An Act to prohibit the carrying of 

relating to the city of Portland." 
An Act to amend Section 17 of Chapter 

117 of the Revised Statutes, increasing 
the salary of the State auditor. 

Finally Pass,ed 

Resolve providing an epidemic or emer
gency fund. 

Resolve to enable the town of Milli
nocket to raise money for the main-
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tenance and support of Sourdnahunk survey of the boundary line between the 
road, between the town of Millinocket ane! State of Maine and the state of New 
Millinocket lake. Hampshire. 

Resolve for investigating and clearing ResolYe in favor of Home for Aged 
the title of the settlers on Township 17, \Vomen, Belfast. 
Range 5, in Aroostook county. 

Resolve in favor of Fred R. Smith o[ 
Pittsfield for expenses incurred as a men,
bel' of the hospital trustees in in \'esti
gating conditions at the Augusta State 
hospital in 1913. 

Resolve in favor of 1\lrs Mabel G. SaIl
horn of Augusta for money expended in 
support of Kate C. Robbins, a State 
pensioner no'w deceased. 

Resolve lTIaking appropriation for sup
port of bureau of weights and measures. 

Resolve in favor of Joseph H. Under
wood. 

Resolve making appropriation for New 
England Fruit Show to be held in the 
year 1917. 

Resolve to reimburse certain cities an,l 
towns for money expended for the sup
port of dependent families of members 
of the national guard. 

Resolve continuing unexpended balance 
ot appropriation provided by Chapter 321 
of the Resolves of 1913, en tiled "Resolve 
in favor of aid in the construction of a 
highway bridge across the St. John river 
betv.een Fort I{"ent:- lVTaine, an(l St. Fran
cis, Xew Brunswick," 

(On motion by Mr. \Vashburn of Perry, 
tabled pending passage to be enacted.) 

Resolve continuing unexpended balance 
of apprupriation provided by Chapter 310 
of the Resolves of 1915, entitled "Hesolve 
appropriating money to aid in the con
struction of sub-structure of a highway 
bridge across the St. John river between 
the town of l\ladawaska, Maine, anel tIle 
city of Edmunc1ston, New Brunswick:-

Resolve making an appropriation for 
the control of contagious diseases among 
domestic animals. 

Resolve making appropriation to assist, 
encourage and develop the poultry In-

An Act to appropriate moneys for 
the expenditures of government and for 
other purposes for the year 1917. 

This act, carrying the emergency 
clause, required a two-thirds vote of all 
the members ejected to the House for 
its passage. 

A diyision of the House being had, 
One hundred and thirteen having 

voted in the a,turmatiye and none in 
the negative, the bill was passed to be 
E'nacted. 

An Act to make valid the doings of 
the annual town meeting of the town 
of Jackman. 

This act, can ying the emergency 
clause, required a two-thirds yote of all 
the members ejected to the House for 
;ts passa~;·e. 

A diyision of the House being had, 
One hundred and ten having voted 

111 the dtirmative and none having vot
ed in the ne;;-ative, the bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

An Act to create a board of prison 
('ommisHioners. 

This ad, carrying the emergency 
clausC'. required a two-thirds vote of 
,111 the members elected to the House 
for its passage . 

.. \ didsion or the House being had, 
One hundred and eleven having yot

ed in thp affirn~lative and none having 
voted in the nc§';atiye, the bill was pass
ed to ]1<' enacted. 

!\II'. HU'I'CHL'\S of l\Texico: Mr. 
Spcaker, merely to clear up a legisla
tiYe bngle tha t appears in the Legis
lative Hecord, I wish to call up House 
Document 616, "An Act to prohibit the 
selling- or giviI,g away of air nt1es to 
childrcm under 14 years of age." 

dustry in Maine. 
Resolve directing the 

'rhe SPEAKER: Is the document on 
highway com- the tal)le? 

mission to make surveys, plans and es~ 

timates for an interstate bridg-e between 
Kittery. Maine, and Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. 

Resolve in favor of the co-opera tive 

"fl'. HUTCHTKS: Ko, Mr. Speaker, 
there was a c0mmittee of conference 
appointed, and I mo\-e that the rules be 
suspended and that the House recon
sider its action whereby on March 30 
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we vote(I to insist on our action on 
House Bill 646 and call for a committee 
of conference on this bill. 

The SPEAKER: 'What day was final 
action had on that? 

Mr. HUTCHINS: March 30. 

The SP}<~AKER: The gentleman from 
Mexico, Mr. Hutchins, moves that the 
rules be suspended and that House 
Document No. 646 be recalled from the 
files and that the House reconsider the 
vote whereby on March 30 we voted to 
insist on our ac-Ucn on this bill and call 
for a committee of conference. Is it 
the pleasClre of the House that the mo
tion pre vail ? 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. HUTCHINS: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House reconsider the vote of 
March 29 on the same bill whereby the 
House voted to recede from its posi
tion taken March 24 on said bill, at 
which time the House voted to pass the 
bill to be eng-rossed a" amended b,," 
House Amendment "A." 

The SPE.\ KEf{: TIl(' Ch~il' will 
h0v0 to ask th(' ~'cntlE'man to send 
those P.:10tions ltD in 'Yl'iting. Of course, 
the HOll~C' l1nflrrst0nd;; thrrt the time' 
for rpc()ll~inenliion on thiH question 
has pass('(l 0nn thrrt the gC'ntleman 
from l'.TC"deo, -:\1r. Hutchins, asks for 
a rec011Sider<ltion and nflhody objects, 
so we nssnme thrrt the suspension is 
g-r:tnted. 

1\[[". :\;FJ\\'C01\IR of Scarboro: Mr. 
8p('a](0]', I would like to know what the 
final di"IlOsiUon of that bill wrrs Fri
day afternoon? 

taken Mal<:h 24 on said bill, at which 
time the House voted to pass the bill 
to be eng rossed as amended by House 
Amendment "A." 

The mot ion prevailed. 

Mr. H"C'I'CHIKS: Mr. Speaker, now 
move tll.'.,t the House insist and ask 

for a com: 1Ii ttee of conference. 

'1'he SI'I',AKER: The gentleman 
from Mexieo, Mr. Hutchins, further 
moves that the House insist and that 
a commitL€e of conference be appoint
ed on House Bill No. 646. 

The motion prevailed. 

The Spn.\'KER: The Chair will ap
point as ". committee of conference on 
the part o( the House, Messrs. Hut
chins of ~.j exico, Cushman of Auburn 
and Flint ,1' Monson. 

Un mot: ,(1 lJy lVII'. FaTrington of Au
gusta, 

A l'eees" was taken until 2 o'clock in 
Lhe aiterr:, Ion. 

After Recess 

'l~he SPL .. \.l{ EH: The Chair lays be-
fore the }-j 0) utie tIla i part of the calendar 
nlarked "lLIIOnisheu busilless." Is it the 
pleasure n' the .House that we follow 
the order u[ the calendar and clean Ut) 

the unflnh·']wu business vvhich properly 
conIes no\y uncler the rules, or shall the 
rules be f--.l::"'1)cndec1 and that section on 
the calendi'.l' trrken up marked "tabled 
and assigned '?" 

On motion by :\Ir. Farrington of Au
gusta the rules were suspended and the 
House ,"ot,'(1 to pass over the section 
marked "u :lfinishec1 business" and con-

The SPEA KFJR: The House insist- sider the matters tabled and assigned 
ed on it.s action and asked for '1 com- for today. 
mitte0 of conference, which was ap-
pointed. Now the g'entleman from Mex
ico (}Tr. Hutchins) is rrsking for [1 re
consideration. 

Mr. HflTCHH,S: Mr. Spcrrker, if the 
Chair will put that motion, I have a 
third motion which will clear the mat
ter up and put it on its way. 

The SPEAKEH: The gentleman 
from ]\lexica, Mr. Hutchins, moves that 
the Honse reconsider its vote whereby 
it -voted to l'('cedC' frOl11 its position 

'.rhe SPEAKEH: The Chair lays be
fore the l:-Iouse Senate Document X o. 218, 
An Act to enlarge the powers of the 
Western lIi;Line Power Company. In the 
House it Wi,S passed to be engrossed as 
amended ll)' House Amendment A. The 
bill was sent to the Senate, and the Sen
ate concuned in the adoption of House 
Amendme"t A and then adopted Senate 
Amendmen t A. The Chair will read the 
title of the amendment to mrrke it plain. 
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"Section 3 of said act is hereby amended 
by striking out all of said section afler 
the word 'Maine' in the nineteenth line of 
the bill as printed so that said section 
as amended shall read as follows' -and 
as amended it is the original bill before 
House Amendment A was added to It. 

Mr, BAXTER of Portland: Mr, Speak-
er, I move we adhere to our fonner ac
tion. 

The SPE:AKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Baxter. 

Mr. BAX'j'r,;R: Mr. Speaker and 
Gentlemen of the House: This bill 
comes to us from the Senate with the 
amendment taken from it, and I "'ill 
explain to you very briel1y just the 
present situation of the bill. This bill 
grants certain additional powers to the 
'\Vestern :\Taine Power Company. \Ve 
amended it by putting on that clause 
that you have heard about which say" 
that the \\'estern Maine Power Com-
pany shaH not sell any electricity out
side the Strrte of Mrrine or shall not 
consolidate, combine or in any way be
come associated with any company that 
has the right to take electricity out of 
the State of :\Iaine. 

If this measure is killed, as I hope it 
will not be, it will be the Senate that 
takes the responsibility for doing it. 
The Senate in this matter has already 
passed several measures with this 
amer,dment attached to thcm, and 
some of them have been signed by the 
Governor. In other words, the House 
u!.n remain perfu:t1y consistent in this 
matter, but if the Senate defeats the 
bill, its action will not be consistent 
throughout this legislative session. 

I do net know just how this amend
ment was first passed by the Senate. 
At that time, perhaps, the gentlemen 
who are interested in these several 
power companies did not quite realize 
the force of this amendment, but 
since then they have become very much 
awake and ulive to the situation and, 
as \ve all kno\\r, ha ve been carrying on 
a yery actiYe campaign. I do not 
criticize them in any way for doing 
thi"; tllei!' private interests are in
\'oln;d anJ it is perfectly proper for 
them to resort to every reasonable 
metilod, of course, to carry their point. 

1'\0\" the question as discussea in the 
oth('r brrtnch ttlrned largely upon 
\vhethel' or not the law of 1909 Is ('on
~tijutiotl;ll. In ILy opinion it does not 

:\'ow, \\'h'lt will be the situation 
Hli" lJill if this I'louse adllel'CS to 
former action: The bill then gOC"3 back 
to the Senate. If the Senate adlieres to 

of ~nah:e ;',I1V c1iffcYf'l1ce ,,,hether that law 
j::-; COllstxtutional 01' not; for, if \ye lJe
Jie\e that electricity should not be tak
en out ot the State of Maine, there is 
only mep "nre way to pre\'pnt it-til ere 
is only nne way that we can make it 
ahsolntelv sure that this will not 1)G 
00ne-and that way is by the adoption 
of this amendment. 

its form~r action, the bill of course h 
killed b,·twoon the two hom;es. I do 
]lot hno\v of anyhody ,"'{ho \"'\~allt;.; til:1 T 

to happen. 1 want this Lill to pass; I 
\yan"L the \Yestel'l1 IVlainc Po\ycr C0111-
pany to 1w ~,-j\'en all the powers that it 
has asked for, but I simply want to 
limit t110se powcrs so that th0~' cnnnot 
take electricity cut of the Stelte of 
Maille. "'ow in my opinion, if thi~ 

Ifow'e stnnds rif:ht up to its former ,'lC

ti"n, when the bill goes bnck to the 
Senate, I lwlieYc that the Senate. 
wishing to gr<tnt these prh'ilesE:s to 
this company, will recede from its ;lC

tion and thn t the hill will go thl'ou,dl. 
rrhat iR my opinion and that is rny 
hope. 

No\v, nhollt t,yO "reeks Uf::;O ,YO took 
a yote on a similar maUer, and th~ 

House voted SS to rig to a tta('h this 
nmenclment to that particular charter. 

Fo!' the lWY10flt 01' some of tlte mGm
tors v/ho perhaps are not quite as fa
miliar with the law of 1909 as I am, be
cau~e 1 11'1]J]len to haye [Jc:en i>1 that 
lC'gislature, I wont to read two or three 
JilWR to ~how what it is. This is now 
Nection 1 of Chapter 60 in the 1916 
Statutes. This law says: ".:-Jo corpora
I ion, lInl"," eX\,Tessly a uthori7.ed so to 
do by special act of the legisla ture, 
81or:.11 transmit or conyey beyond the 
confines of the State", and so forth, 
"~ny elef'lric c11rrent ~enerated direct
ly or indirectly hy any watE'I' povver in 
Ole 8tate." 

:\'Cl\\' that is the first part, and if it 
ended thero. the situation woulO be 
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very much simpler than it is. The act, 
however, beg'ins shortly after to make 
a good many exceptions. '1'he first one 
is this--it says : "Nothing in this sec
tion, however, shall prevent any rail
road corporation doing business in this 
State from traesmitting electric cur
rent, howev'lr generated, beyond the 
confines of the State for the purpose of 
operating its roads between some point 
in this State and, any point or points 
beyond its confines." 

Then it make,; another exception: 
"Nor sr.all this section apply to any 
corporation engaged on the third day 
of July, 1909, in conveying or trans
mitting electric current beyond the 
confines of the State." 

Then it makes another exception, 
which to my mind is the most import
ant one of them all. It says, in except
ing these various corporations, "or 
chartered or empowered so to do", 
meaning that any company that is 
chartered or empowered to take elec
tric current out of the State of Maine 
shall be excepted from the provisions 
of this act. 

Kow to show you how much this last 
exce}ltion covers, I ,vant to read you 
another "ection from the Revised Stftt
utes, Section 52 of Chapter 51, which 
says: "Anv corporation of this Stat", 
may conduct business in other states, 
territories 01' possessions of the "United 
States, or in foreign countries, and 
may have one or more cfficers out of 
the State", and so forth, In other 
words, thi,; act of 1909 said, on the one 
hand, no corporation shall tilke elec
tricitv ont of the State, and 'chen, on 
the ~ther hand, began to make ex
ceptions which in my opinion 8llow eV
ery corporiltion in this St8te, If it so 
desires, to ta1<e electric current ont of 
this 8t8t(', hpcause every corporation in 
the State under Ch8pter 01, 8ectiml :;2, 
h'1" t11e right to do business in "n\' 
'Other 8t8te in t11is country. 

Now, it does not make any differenc', 
w11at yQU think ahout the constitu
tionCl,lity of this ilCt, whilt the Senate 
thinks about it, or even what the 
1II1ai,.,(' sUloreme court thinks 8hout it. 
because there is one c011rt, and one 
cQurt only, thilt will finally settle this 
question, and that is the United States 
supreme court. No matt.er how this 

comes before us, when it is finally set
tled it will be settled by the highest 
court in 1his land, because the pro
vision C01n-8:S under the Inter-State 
Commerce clause of the United States 
Constitutic'll. 

The POI Liand Press in an editol"ial 
the other :l:<y said that in the opinion 
of the best legal minds of Maine this 
law was IH !"fectly constitutional; but 
we might <:rgue here from now until 
the end of the session, and we should 
be arguin," in a circle, right around 
and aroulH1. The fact is, if we want 
to keep 1he electric current in the 
State of ~\'laine, we must adopt this 
House Amendment A about which 
there has I) cen so much discussion. 

Some of the members in talking 
about this lave seemed to think per
haps it Wh, unfair to put this amend
ment on tile charters that have come 
before th;:; legislature. Some who are 
very con,,.,ientious in such matters 
have said 10 me-IVhy don't you put 
this amendment on every electric pow
er compan:.' charter that has ever been 
granted he' the State of Maine? That 
is impossil,le to do, gentlemen. It 
would n .... :essitate attaching this 
amendrJ1er: t to perhaps one or two 
hundred cil:Jxters-I do not know how 
many. IV" would have to go down to 
the State library and dig out these 
chilrters ,.,,·d prepare amenllments. If 
you want to be fair about it, you 
cannot eXlwct us to do that. It would 
not be fai" to the men who own those 
charters, They are not coming hel'e 
seeking a 11)' additional rights, I refer 
to these one hundred or one hundred 
and fifty charters that are not before 
us, All we can do is to face the 
Sit1l8 ti-on a '-, it iH today as much as we 
can; an(1 tlLese charters that come be
fore us for 2mendment at this session 
are, in m~' opinion, the only ones that 
we can DL''''lcrly handle. 

I think I can explain to you later 
this situa'I'I'm and show you that it is 
verv fortnll:lte th8,t certain of the com
r:a~i€~ dOL)'g business in 1\Taine have 
come her" at this session, because if 
in its Wi~L1()m this legislature seE'S fit 
to attach this amendment to these 
charters, I think we shall have built 
up certain barriers which will for all 
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time, until the legislature reverses it;; 
decIsIOn in the years to come, at least, 
prevent the transmission of electric 
current beyond the limits of the State 
of Maine. 

Some members have asked me this 
<:;uestion~Is it proper? Is it legal for 
the legislature to attach this amend
ment to a charter? \Vhat is the re
lationship existing between these cor
porations and the State legislature? 
I think that question is easily an
swered. It is a contractual relation. 
When a company comes here and gets 
a charter it really forms a contract 
with the State of Maine to do certain 
specific things, and it cannot do a 
single thing~it cannot perform a sin
g'le act~over and above those specified 
in its charter. 

Way back in the year 1831~that is 
a long time ago~if you will look 
at the Revised Statutes of Maine, you 
will see a clause which says that 
"hereafter any charter granted by the 
State of Maine shall at all times be 
subject to amendments proposed by 
the legislature.'" About that time cor
porations first began to be organized 
and it was realized that if the State 
granted a charter to a corporation and 
did not make this reservation, for all 
time that corporation could remain in 
existence, could under its charter, and 
the State of Maine would never have 
any control over it. 

In order that this may be impressed 
upon your minds, I will read you this 
act, Chapter 47, Section 2, in the pres
ent statutes. "Acts of incorporation 
passed since March 17, 18:n, may be 
amended, altered 01' repealed by the 
legislature as if express prOVISIOn 
therefor wel'e made in them. unless 
they contain an express limitation." 

I do not believe tbat since lS~1 a cbarte~ 
bas ever been granted by the 'State of 
Maine where this right of amendment. 
altera tion or repeal has not been reserve,l 
in it. It would not be a safe thing to do. 
gentlemen, to put it beyond the powel' 
of the legislature, for the legislature of 
today cannot bind and should !lot bind 
the legislature of tbe future. Eacb must 
come into existence with full legislative 
powers, and it is not right for one legis
lature to try to hamper or tie the han(ls 
of those that come hereafter. 

The only way, then, that we can carry 
out the intention of the people of Main~, 
as expressed in the laws of 1909, is by at
taching this House Amendment A to 
every charter. 

Some of those who are opposed to thIS 
measure go so far as to say, not only 
that the law of 1909 is unconstitutional, 
but that attaching this amendment is un
constitutional, and such an able man 
as the president of the Central Maine 
Power Company, Mr. Eaton, told me that 
himself. He said to me, "Mr. Baxter, 
when we get ready to take electric cur
rent out of the State of Maine, if we 
have it, we are going to take it out. The 
legislature cannot prevent us; your 
amendment cannot prevent us, and the 
law of 1909 cannot prevent us." He said, 
"That is a matter that can only be set
tled under the United States Constitution, 
and the United States Constitution al
lows us and allows everybody to engage 
in inter-state commerce." 

But I think almost everybody else, anti 
I think every lawyer in this House will 
say that we can certainly amend the 
charter of any corporation. The stream 
cannot rise any higher than its source, 
and the charter certainly' cannot rise 
above the authority that granted it. 
Every charter is the creature of the 
legislature, and in creating it the legis
lature has certainly not tied its hands 
and prevented its future control of it. In 
my opinion then-and we shall probably 
have a good many opinions this after
noon on this question of constitutionality 
-in my opinion the law of 1909 is as full 
of holes as a skimmer is and all that it 
has amounted to during the last eight 
years is th~,t it has had merely the effect 
of and it has been the expression of the 
opinion of the legislature, or, perhaps 
we might say, it has been the expression 
of the wish of the legislature that elec
tric current should not be taken out of 
the St"te of Maine. 

The other day, in discussing a similar 
measure, the -gentleman from Eliot. Mr. 
Cole, criticised this amendment "nel sairl 
that it was my policy-that it never l1arl 
been, never could be, the policy of the 
State of Maine. This is not my policy. I 
am simply doing what I can to put teeth 
into the 1909 law. The gentleman from 
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Eliot even said that the State could never will rememl .. ,r that the counties of Yorl, 
establish a policy by leg-islative act. and Oxford ('Ollstitute the western border 
That was rather a broad statement for of Maine, [Ind that is the danger point ill 
him to make. He went so-far as to say 
that the only policy the State of .:\IIaine 
could estabiish would be a policy estab
lished by its Constitution because statu
tory acts might be amended by the legis
lature. 1 think, however, that nine out 
of ten of the ,policies of the State of 
Maine have been established by legisla
tive act. O~ school policy, our policy 
of taxation, our policy' in regard to the 
roads of the State-they are all made by 
legislative act; and even if we establish 
a policy today and it is repealed two 
years from now, for the time being it cer
tainly is the policy of the S lea te of Maille, 
and it is the only way that the State of 
Maine can establish a policy except by 
its Constitution. 

The mere fact that we can change the 
policy of the-State of Maine-that one 
legislature can' override the will of the 
previous legislature-does not in any way 
interfere with the establishment of a 
policy, because the Constitution can be 
changed, You all know we arc going to 
vote on five or six proposed changes of 
the Constitution in the coming Septem
ber. The only difference between a statu
tory policy and a constitutional policy i" 
that one is a little harder to amend an:1 
it takes a little longer to get at it, 

Now, the bill before us is An Act to en
large the powers of the vVestern Maine 
Power Company. This company is to be 
a consolidation of companies, and it has 
what we might call a roving charter. 1 
do not say that in any way to discredit it, 
because I want to yote for 1he bill, but It 
has a charter which allows it to go into 
any of three counties-into York county. 
Oxford county and CumberlRnd county, 
It has v'ery particular provisions in the 
charter. I speak of these b,acause I want 
to show what in my opinion is the plan 
of the Western' Maine Power Company 
and what it proposes to do under this 
charter. 

This is Senate Bill No. 218, if anybody 
cares to follow it, This charter would 
give the Western Maine Power Company 
the right to go up and down the New 
Hampshire border. If you will keep in 
mind the map of the State of Maine, you 

my opinion when it comes to the question 
of transmit,tlng power beyond the State 
of Maine. 

;>Jow what this company proposed tc> 
do, if I am ('orrectly informed-and 1 be
lieve I am .:Lnd I can furnish the evidence 
if necessal')-was this: It proposed to 
do busines,L 11 those two counties and to 
buy up on<: or two old charters which 
now have tILe right to transmit electric 
current ou't of the State, and through 
those char 'ers it proposed to take the 
current oul of the State of Maine. All 
they need, ~"entlemen, is one hole-one 
door-throm:·.!l which all the power in the 
State of 1IJaine can be taken out of 
Maine, if triose who generate and manu
facture thi" power want to do so amI 
one pair 0:1' wires and one line of poles 
will do the trick. Now that is what this 
Western Ma'ne Power Company wante:l 
to do. 

A g'entl, :,lan who was interested in 
this and 1,110 ,vas a member of the 
othe!' bod:, told me at first that this 
amelldmell' o"rhaps was not objection
able. He 1-,ld me, howev('r, that he 
would not he able to sell the bonds of 
th:"t compLIllY. As a mettter of fact
I know it )J' a f8ct-this amendment 
will intprj,·t'? with the sale of the 
boneL., of T)' n ''{estern Alaine Power 
Company I ('cause those bonds were of
fered to in \'0stors on the basis that the 
'Yestern :11 :tine Pow(,1' Company was 
going to o:)e1'ate in York and Oxford 
counties all(l was going to take ad
YantFlg0 of :~ charter \vhich no,,, gave a 
sm:!.ll COIlFl!lny the right to take power 
out. of the "tate of Maine. That was 
one of the indUcements which was of
fere,1 to t'ill' prospective purchasers of 
those bond", Consequently, if we at
tach this: Il1endmerlt to the charter, it 
will natu!'"llv reduce the possibilities 
of profit 'i" 'this company and it will 
affect the nle of their bonds. 

If YOll ',,'ll again keep in mind the 
m,,]) of J\I i ine, you will see that next 
to York county eastward is Cumber
land COUl, I \, \Ye have in Cumberland 
county a ,:I t'gc company which is the 
consolidati,m of many smaller com
prmies. It is called the Cumberland 
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County Lig-ht and Power Company. 
Then follow along- eastward from the 
Cumberland County Light and Power 
Company and you come right to the 
door of the Central Maine Power Com
pany, which operates over a district 
from two or two hundred twenty-five 
miles north and south to one hundred 
and fifty or perhaps one hundred and 
seventy-five miles east a,nd west. If 
we grant this charter to the '\Vestern 
Maine Power Company without this 
provision to safeguard the State of 
Maine, you can easily see that from 
central l\lainp, up and down the line, 
across into Cumberland county, across 
through Yor],. then up into Oxford 
count:l', you can get right out through 
the State of l\Iaine with the greatest 
ease. And that, gentlemen, is the plan. 
That is the plan of the great power 
companies of the State of Maine. 

I do not say this to be sensational or 
to make a statement here to get your 
votes, but I do want to say, no matter 
what happens to this bill, that the 
great plan of the great companies who 
arc now doing business in the State of 
Maine, is to make up that chain-is to 
forge thos(' links-from the central and 
nClrthern central part of the State and 
running' down through those counties 
out into New Hampshire; and if they 
once get that line of poles and those 
two wires running- into the state of 
New Hampshire, if it is only a rod 
aCl'ORS the border, \ve can never get 
that power t,aek. There is no action 
that this L'gislature could evel' take or 
that the p('ople of the State of Maine 
could ever ta ke to get that power back, 
no matter how much we wanted to use 
it, unless those power companies of 
their mvn accord wcre willing to bring 
it back. 

In support of the sta temen t which I 
have jWlt made and to corroborate 
whrtt I h:lve just said in regard to the 
plan of the Central "'faine Power Com
pany, I want to call your attention to 
two bills which were introduced here 
early in the session--Febl'uary first. 
One is Senate Bill No. 69 and the other 
is Senate Bill Ko. 68. 

Senate Bill No. 69 is a bill which 
would allow any power company-or, 
to use tho exact language of the bill, 
every corporation for the tl'ansmission 

of heat, light and power in the State of 
Maine may connect its line or lines 
with those of any other like corpora
tion, and may sell or lease its lines and 
property, in whole or in part, to any 
other like corporation, and may pur
chase or lease the line, Or lines, and 
property, and so forth. In other words, 
that bill, No. 69, allowed every cor
poration in the State of Maine in the 
power business to unite with every 
other corporation, and it was put in in 
my opinion as a foundation for the 
consolidation of every power company 
in the State of Maine. That bill was 
reported "oug'ht not to paS's" by the 
committee on judiciary. 

The other bill which "'as put in at 
the same time is an act relating to 
eminent domain rights. This gave 
these power companies-every cor
poration for the transmission of heat, 
light and po,,'er, and so forth-it gave 
them the rig-ht of eminent domain, 
that is, the right to take any property 
in the State of :\[aine that they want
ed for thc construction of their pole 
lines or for the operation of their busi
ness. 

This right of eminent domain is one 
which has been pretty carefully guard
ed by the Maine Legislatm'e, and power 
companies have not been ginn this 
right except by speCial pl'Ovision in 
their Ch:lxtf'l'S. 'You can see, gentle
men, just what has beC'll in the air. I 
do not want to prejurliee you against 
these companies. I wnnt every onc of' 
these hills to pass. Do kec'p that in 
mind. EVC1'Y onc of them I Viant to 
P:1SR \vithout any restriction whatso
en'l' ('xcept we want to kecp the power 
rig'ht in the State of _\Jaine. These 
h,·o hills g,n'e all the pO\vcr companies 
in the State of Maine the l'ight to 
unite; they "Iso gave them the right to 
take any prOpcl'ty they \Yantcu in this 
"whole State, and i~ dues not l'equil'e a 
very far-sighted man to see how long 
it would have taken them, if they had 
been ;:;iven these bills, to havc made up 
this consolidation anrl to ha\'e taken 
t\1C' power out as I have suggested. 
Both these bills \yere repOl'ted by the 
jmlici:uT cOlllmittee "oug'ht not to 
pass." 

I han, tall,ed with some of the mem
bers, and they have said that it was 
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unfair to the Central Maine Power 
Company to attach this amendment to 
its charter. And in thi~ list of char
ters we are considering this afternoon 
is one of the Central J\Iaine Powcr 
Company, and I intended to say at the 
start that I hope the discussion will be 
settled, when it is settled, by the vote 
on the first charter, and then all the 
others will go along with it. In view 
of that, if I speak of the Central Maine 
Power Company, it is merely so that 
everything can be brought into one 
discussion and one vote taken on the 
issue. They said it is unfair to at
tach this to the Central 111aine Power 
Company. Now this is a big company. 
It has authorized $6,400,000 of bonds, 
$3,740,000 preiered stock and $~,500,000 
common stock, making $12,640,000 of 
securities. I do not see why it is un
fair to attach it to that charter any 
more than to the charter of the \\'est
ern Maine. Everyone of these com
panies is a creature of this legislature, 
and we want everyone of them to do 
business and to do busine'ss on a fair 
profit, but only in the State of :Maine. 

The inter-state commer·ce clause of 
the United States Constitution, and I 
have referred to it before, allows any 
company of this sort, if it once gets 
its lines across the State border, to 
con tin ue operating between the states; 
and it is well settled-it has been set
tled by many cases such as those in 
regard to natural gas and oil-that 
once across the border of a state, no 
power within the state can take it 
back. That is settled, not by the 
Maine courts, but by the federal courts. 

hope that when the vote comes this 
gentleman may be able to see it in 
this bnmdn view and may be able to 
put loyalty to the State of Maine above 
loyalty to 1:11e selfish interests of some 
of his fri.,· lds and associates in his 
county. 

The best argument that I know of 
for this amendment is the fact that 
there has l'leen so much opposition to 
it. Certtinly, gentlemen, if this 
amendmen t were as useless as some of 
the senat( "S said the other day, we 
would not have had the pleasure of 
seeing so :many members of the lobby 
working aLi, inst it. When I say lobby, 
I do not sa:/ it with any tinge of dis
respect or with any slur, because I 
realize that we have to rely upon the 
members (If the lobby, who are citi
zens of Maille just as we are, for much 
of the information that we get through 
the session of the legislature. But 
their opPIlf:ition has in my mind 
strengthen,,(1 the real argument in 
favor of Uti,; bill. It was rather ridi
culed the (,ther day in the Senate and 
they had quite a little fun over it. 
That is, all right, but it is a very 
serious quesUon that confronts us here 
in the Houl'e. 

(At this ':>o:>int the Speaker called Mr. 
Baxter to (,rcler.) 

Mr. BAXTER: 'Vas lout of order, 
Mr. Speakfl'? I did not intend to be. 

The SPgAKER: The Chair will call 
attention to a. reference the Chair made 
a short while ago. The Chair will 
read what :\1[1'. Reed says about the 
matter. "It is not permissible to al
lude to the action of the other house of 
the Icgislatllre or to refer to a debate 
there. So, :Llso, the action of the other 
body should not be referred to to in
fluence thE' body the member is ad
dressing." 

Mr. BAX1'ER: I understand, Mr. 

One gentleman of the I-Iouse who 
wants to be very loyal to his county, 
and that is very commendable, came 
to me and said he was very sorry he 
could not support this amEmdment be
cause he wanted to be loyal to his 
county. I say to that gentleman there 
is something higher than loyalty to 
one's county or loyalty to one's business 
friends am1 associates in tile connty. I 
say that loyalty to the State of Maine, 
loyalty to the future of the State of 
Maine and to those who al'e to live in 
the State of Maine after we are [1JI 
gone, is a much higher forrn of loyalty 
than that to one's own cou~1ty; ,md 1 

Speaker. 1';'<)w the discussion of this 
bill is so intimately related to the 
rliscussion ,-,1' a bill introduced by the 
gentleman :1', om Eliot, Mr. Cole, which 
permits the transmi.ssion of electricity 
beyond the 'State of Maine that it is 
almost imp"'lsible to know where to 
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draw the line. '.rhat bill is to be before what "Bill" will do when he gets it. 
us later this afternoon and will prob- ,V(>ll, 11ere it is-a watch-a slight token 
'lbly he argued on both sides. I think, 'Ye thoLght pcrr.aps, as you gazed at 
M,'. Speaker and gentlemen of the its face in future years, you would try 
House, that I will not say anything to remember curs. From the boys on 
more at the present time in regard the fioor to our pal in the Chair, Bill 
to this House Amendment A but will Bonney, the Speaker. 
l'eserye some other arguments which (At this point, the Hou~e arose and 
I have fOi' discussion when the later heartily applauc:ed.) 
hill is presented to us. 

i'llI'. MC]{HAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak
er. it seem,; to me strange that after 
having- been together three months, I, 
of all this large bo(1y, should be the 
first to say or do something which 
shoulc1 cause embarrassment to the 
Speaker, for T fear, Mr. Speaker, that 
\vhnt J aill about to say ,vill embarrass 
you. Tt seems stranger still that when 
I have finisllPd neither you, Mr. Speaker, 
nor the lllenlbers, nor 'vill I regret it, be
cause we realize, Mr. Speaker, that 
sometinleH "re are placed in the most 
embarrassing positions by our friends. 
I see, Mr. S]leaker, you are beginning 
to suspect that I am acting as spokes
nlan for lny colleagues, an(l to prevent 
your becoming uneasy, I will admit it. 
And now that you are sure of that and 
after gazing into our happy faces, you 
can realize the rpst. It is true, Mr. 
Speaker, I have been asked by the boys 
to hand "Bill" something and tell him 
what we think of him. 

Do YOU realize, Mr. Speaker, that since 
you have been llresiuing there has not 
been a single tiff bet\veen yourself and 
the nlelnbers on the floor? On the 
other hanel, \vhen ,ve ,,",'ere about to get 
into trouble between om'selves, one look 
at YOUI' s111iling face cast our angel' to 
the \vinds. You have been patient and 
considerate in unravelling our 11arlia
lnentary tangles. Your ruling:.::; have 
),een fair and just. I have been request
ed by the 11linority, of \vhich I Hnl a 
rnenlbel', to say that in l'ccognitif)l1s and 
ruling's, ]larty lines were forgotten, an,1 
r assure you, M,'. Speaker. this comes 
I'rom the h ea I't. 

But what is the usc of my extolJin'r 
,'ott!' Yirtues? I could stand here fo!' a 
hrelf hour, but I see you are like re child 
on Christmas morning waiting to see, 
what Santa has broug'ht. (Laughter.) 
And the boys are jnst wrliting to see 

'.rhe SP~~AKER: (On reCelVll1g the 
watch) ,Vell, this being a watch, it can 
certainly be a reminder of the fact that 
I have been able to call the session to 
order on time every morning. I have 
been able to call the boys to order on 
time, although I have not always been 
able to dismiss the House just as soon 
a s I ha Ye wanted to, for that was up 
to you. You have been so very nice to 
me-you ha\"e been so good in every 
way--you have made my work so pleas
ant-it is a little bit hard to wait un
til the last week and have you do 
Romething for me that makes it hard 
for me to try tc operate. (Laughter.) 

I have tried to be fair. I have tried 
to exercise the duties of this office ac
cording to the principles of the square 
deal-I have tried to do that. I have 
tried to be fair to the members of the 
minority party, and I could not help it 
any"ray because there are so many very 
good fellows in the bunch. I have al
ways had a belief that if you tried to 
perform your duties according to the 
dictates of the square deal, there was 
something in the heart of every man 
that would come back in exactly like 
measure, and I have found that thing 
proven right here this winter. As I say, 
I have tried to perform my duty ac
cording to the principles of the square 
deal, and you have all come back at me 
in exactly the same way, in every single 
case. Every member on the floor has 
had the most kindly regard for me, and 
you have always tried to do the right 
thing. I do not make any exceptions, 
and I want to tnke this occasion to 
correct a misunderstanding as long as 
we arc on that subject. 

There was a slight newspaper refer
,,!lee a week ago Sunday to some things 
in the House, and one man was singled 
out. and it was mentioned that that 
m'1n sometimes liked to make the 
,"pca],cr look like the proverbial "thirty 
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cents." 
true. 

want to say that that is not 
I want to say that the candidate 

for Speaker whom I had the honor to 
defeat, has always been fair and courte
ous, fine and gentlemanly, and I refer to 
Mr. Baxter of Portland. (Applause.) I 
am glad to pay that tribute to him right 
here and now. 

I feel that "m51Y say at the start that 
every meml)(,r of this House is in favor 
of conservatlOn of our water powers. I 
feel that I rrny say safely that our first 
thought and our first purpose is to save 
those power-, and to save all that can 
be saved fr(,m them for the first-hand
ed benefit (,f the citizens of Maine. 

'Yhile in .'very instance this amend
ment will sa "e the transmitting of cur
rent out of t 11e State when it ought not 
to go out 0 F the State, it will work an 
injustice to I he people in the State. 
This Senate Document No. 218, as it es
pecially an'cds my community. brings 
to my mind the question whether or 
not this a1 ""Dument applied, I might 
Sfty, indiscriminately. or applied flatly 
to [. II the cl I rtc rs of the companIes ap
pearing her.', may not in that applica
tion. as cOllLlitie,ns dIffer. work differ
ently and w,rlc in many instances an 
injustice, 

Now you give me this watch, made 
out of gold, which is the standard of 
purity and of which our money is 
made and typical, I think, of the 
friendship which will always exist be
tween the members of this House and 
myself. I see "XII" on it, and I sup
pose that is typical of the 12 weeks in 
which we would have finished our bus
iness if we had not had the war scare 
and had not been cluttered up with the 
Budget a little and things of that sort. 
The two hands, when I look at them, 
indicate to me that there are 150 of you 
members and I multiply them by two 
and then by two again and again until 
the two hands represent the hands of :"Jaw the "',\'estoorn Maine Power Com
eyery individual member of this House. pany seeks, as has been said by the 

I wish that I were capable of standing gentleman J:l'rlm Portland, for large ter
here and thanking you and expressing my ritorial ope"Oltions. and the territory 

spoke'll of ilC the enabling act will in
appreciation as I should be, but I can clude the towns in the counties of York, 
only say that I thank you. I have sail Oxford and Cumberland. I want to 
all along that I would rather be Speaker briefly lJrin':o to the attention of the 
of the House than be Governor. I never m('mber~ of "he House how that law 
expect to be Governor. nor do I expect 
ever to be Speaker again. But this is the 
first thing that I ever got in my life that 
] did not desen"e so far as I know. C\p
plause.) 

The SPEAKER: It is a little hard now 
to bring ourselves back to the prosaic 
order of business, The question before 
the House is the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, l\1r, Baxter. that the 
House adhere to its position in the adop
tion of House Amendment A. 

Mr. CHAPLIN of Bridgton: Mr. 
Speaker. I appreciate that at this mo
ment time is of the essence of the con
tract. and I think it is so considering 
the incident just passed. so I do not 
wish to take up the time of this House 
in any measure in discussing the main 
question which is involved in the item 
of our calendar under which we are at 
work and also in the ten following' 
measures. 

wor]u; out, Tid how it may possibly 
work an in,) stice in the future even to 
thf' patrons "f this company in my 
town as I w',w see it. 

,Ye havo l1",re a company at tho pres
ent time, sf"t"."ing us as "rell as it can 
with its limited rower. Vie are on what 
you call a partial schedule. We have a 
light serviC" until twelve o'clock and 
then a ces,,,,ticn of service. commenc
ing ar;ain a t four o'clock. The com
pany in ord'r to give us even that serv
ice, is burll ing coal at the present 
prices to d( it. The Western Maine 
Power Conpany, were this charter 
granted to th8m, seek to come into 
our town "nd have the locftl com
panies adju"t their business conditions 
to the advl'nt of the Western Maine. 
and 10 give liS a service continuous and 
possihly at a better rate. Certainly the 
continuous ~wrvice would be welcome 
and the inct'pased service would be wel
come. beca","o there are patrons therf' 
who have r nt at the present time the 
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power they w0uld ha \'e if they 
some company to furnish them. 

J 

had and to this company, because it does 
not seem to me to be a fair application 

On the other hand, it is my informa
tion that the Western Maine Power has 
concurrent jurisdiction with three othel' 
companies at hc>me, we will call it, in 
York County and that at the present 
time there is competition among those 
three companies for patrons. The othel' 
companies are not here seeking any 
amendment to their charters. All three 
of the companies are prohibited at thp 
IJresent time from transmitting any 
current out of the State. If the ''1est
prn Maine Power Company has this 
:Imendment placed upon its charter, it 
becomes a part of its charter, and it is 
tied up by its amended charter so that 
it cannnt receIve any benefit. Should 
i_he 1909 law ue found uncollstitutiollal 
or shoulQ it in any way lw remedied so 
as to enlarge the rights prohibited by 
it to the other two companies, its com
petitors \,'ould hll \'e the benefit of those 
f'nlal'.':;ed pdvileges. Hence, they 
might, by virtue of increased right-; 
and ('nlarged privileges, sv cCllnpete 
with the "T('stern Maine Power that 
they might drive it out of business or 
affec~ its husiness-I mean at home-
to t11(' extC'nt that its stability after It 
comes to sen'e us might be affect(~rl. 

It seems to me that this amendm8nt 
in each (''IRe and its effect first-handfed 
upon our own people, ~hould be con
sidered. I am discussing the effect 
of anplyin.~ this amendmpnt in(~iscrlm
inat('Iy as thong-h it ·waR ::l numher Rey

en boot rearly to be applied to fit all 
feet that come through th" door. It 
shoulc1 he applied to every company 
here who8e purpose might be to take 
from th" Stflte of Mfline anrl get what 
we don't want them to have, but in 
working' thflt out let's see, I'l.S in this 
in,tnnre T believe it WOUld, whethf>r or 
not it nffe('ts our own poople i," doing 
honest business which it "'flnts to do ii, 
our own State. In this instnnce it 
would bring to us direct damage. It 
spems to me we would not wish to so 
curtail them thAt in the future we 
might finrl them harnessed nor to worl, 
an iniustice upon this company as 
against othpr companies which it is 
comppting with in our own State. I 
just sneak of the application of the 
~mendments to the various companies 

in this case. 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I should 
like to ask the gentleman from Bridg
ton a question. I shoulJ like to ask him 
if he believes that any company should 
be given the right at this session of the 
legislature to transmit electric currenl 
beyond the limits of the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. CHAPLIX: Mr. Speaker, in an-
swer to the gentleman, I do not. I want 
to do all in my power to prevent the 
transmitting of that indiscriminately. 
I do believe conservation without use is 
abuse and that this legislature in any 
action which it may take should allow 
the disposition of its power outside the 
State, but let that go only which we can 
spare from our utilities here or 
water powers. Let's save all we 
first-handed to the State of Maine. 

our 
can 

Mr. BAXTEH: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to ask another question. If the gen
tleman from Bridgton, Mr. Chaplin, be
lieved the Western Maine Power Com
pany was contemplating taking elec
tricity out of the State of Maine, would 
he attach this an1endment to their char
ter? 

Mr. CIIAPLIX: Mr. Speaker, he wouU 
not. It is not my information that they 
contemplate taking it out of the SUlte of 
Maine, and I confined my remarks to thIs 
service which it brings to us entirely 
within the State of Maine and the injus
tice that amendment might do it while 
they are seelzing to do business 
the State of l\laine entirely. 

witl1in 

Mr. CLAHKE of Handolph: Mr. Speak
er and Gentlemen of the House: I spoke 
a word or two here the other day, and I 
was rather in hopes that after that ef
fort I shoulc1 be able hereafter to keep 
my seat, but the spirit moves me and 1 
would like to say just a word or two 
more. 

Since speaking the other day I· have 
been interviewed by several citizens from 
each one of the four towns which I rep
resent. Each one of those gentlemen hav~ 
assured me that they think I was right 
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and took the right stand in this stream cam",t rise any higher than the 
matter. vVhile I have been on the streel~ source. C\ "ither can an amendment 
of the city of Gardiner during the past placed upor these bills gather unto it
week, three of the best business men ot self any mUl'e force as a law than th2 
the city of Gardiner and members of the general law which is worded in the same 
Board of Trade of that city stopped me way and hu ,is in the same way. I have, 
on the street, shook my hand and as
sured me that they thought we were on 
the right side in this matter and that 
we should have their backing. Not a 
single person, gentlemen, from anyone 
of the counties or any city has ap
proached me in any way or shape to tell 
me they thought we were on the wrong 
side of the question. ~ow, can I see 
which way the wind is blowing? If the 
farmers and the laboring people of tile 
State of Maine think we are on the right 
side of this question and if the best 
business men of the cities think that we 
are on the right side of this question, for 
Heaven's sake, I want to ask you where 
the men are who think we are on the 
wrong side of this question. 

Gentlemen, I will ten you where they 
are. They are right out here in the cor
ridors of the State House. They have 
been there for six solid weeks. Now, un
til I can hear a better argument than I 
have yet heard in the ('orrj,dors of this 

as I say, 11 'I interests in any of thesa 
companies ;cI all in my keeping, and I 
am voting-jll:;t as my judgment dictates, 
and those at'," the reasons why I cannot 
support the Baxter amendment. 

Mr. no 1!_\fDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I do not see how any man can 
fail to sUPP'lrt this amendment of the 
gentleman j"'om Portland, lVfr. Baxter, 
when you 1"01, and see what has been 
built up ill ,\Iaine, and especially at 
Rumfonl F" lls. The gentleman from 
Mexico (1\1 I Hutchins) has told ns 
what large j ndustries have been put up 
there by t 'I<' water powers of l\iaine 
and what industries have been built up 
in Millinoc"'t. I do not see why any 
man should want to vote to let two 
wires take "Ill' water powers out of 
l\faine to ::'1 :tssachusetts, Connecticut 
and perhap·! to New York. Seventeen 
or eighteen )'ears ag'o they could not 
carry elec1l'icity more than twenty 
miles at thE' outside because the loss 

State House and until I can hear an ar- was so gTe, I, It is now in its infancy, 
,gument with a different motive behind it and with ali that they can carry it 
than I have yet heard in the corriclors miles and III lIes. It is only going to be 
of this State House, I am going to stand a few yea I',; before they will electrify 
right here and fight for what I think is aJI the rOD II' in New I'lngland. You 
right and is for the interests of the larg- see in the p"per that soft coal or steam 
est number of people of this State of coal is $11 " ton, but if we havc the 
Maine. I thank you, gentlemen, water po,\'('1'" of ::\1 Hine here to look af-

tel' our i11<1 J~tl'ies, we have not got to 
Mr. FARRIC\GTOC\ of Augusta: Mr. have our ),)ilroads run by coal. \Ve 

Speaker, I want to state the reasons wny have the power right here in our own 
I shall vote against lhe so-called Baxter State. We have the water pouring 
amendment. I hold no brief for any of over the fall" only waiting for a dam to 
the companies which are int81'88te,1 here. be built to ilal'ness that water power 
My sole reason for not supporting the and )'un OU]' railroads, which you know 
amendment is this: If the law which charged t,y , cents a mile a few years 
now is on the Statute books is constitu- ago, but nUl'," charge two and a fourth 
tional-and I haven't the slightest doubt cents; and ii' they keep going up and 
it is constitutional and will he declared you let tht'in taI,e your water powers 
so whenever it shall be declared on_lout of the ~;ta,te, you will pay more on 

the railroa(, 
say if it is constitutional, that law will I want to just read what was in th" 
take care of the situation and we do not Telegram 0, Portland last Sunday. 
need this amendment. If it is uconstitu- "It is onl\' three years ago that the 
tional, we cannot add any strength to It Chicago, l\l.ihvaukee and St. Paul Rail
as a provision in these charters. As the way Company decided to adopt electric 
gentleman from Portland has stated, the traction for 440 miles of its mid-con-
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tin ental run, being that part of the 
line between Avery and Harlowton. 
The electricity is obtained from the 
Montana Power Company which de
liYers current at seven points to the 
transmission system between the 
towns named. The electric locomotive 
does the work of four ordinary steam 
engines, and is capable of handling its 
full tonnage on a heavy grade at from 
15 to 16 miles an hour as against the 
eight to ten miles an hour possible with 
four steam locomotives. Since the 
electric traction system has been in 
operation so great has been the re
duction in the expense for motive 
power and the saving of time that the 
electrification of the line is to be ex
tended through the Cascade Mountains, 
thus bringing the electrified part of the 
road in touch with the Pacific coast." 

That shows what they are doing in 
the west. They are conserving the 
water power of the west, while the 
money power of New York and Ma"!sa
chusetts is trying to drive this out of 
Maine so that they can get it. There
fore, I say that I do not think that any 
gentleman in this House should vote to 
let them take it out of Maine and I 
want the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Baxter) sustained on his amend
ments. 

1\11'. FARRI::-<GTO~: Mr. SpeaJeer, I 
want to make it perfectly clear to the 
House that I am not in favor of trans
mitting power out of the State under 
any bill in this legislature or any that 
I have seen, but I do not think that 
this amendment is necessary simply 
because I believe we have a general 
law that no company would dare to 
combat. I do not believe that there is 
a company doing business in the State 
of M:aine that would ever try to take 
electricity out of the State under the 
law without that amendment on the 
books. I shall vote against the Cole 
Bill when it comes up this afternoon. 

that notion out of our heads, then we 
can understand the position that my 
friend from Augusta (Mr. Farrington) 
takes, and you can understand the po
sition that the representative from 
Houlton takes. 

It may be, of course, that some who 
have sat here during these fourteen 
weeks, have come to the conclusion that 
the action of the legislature of the State 
is in a way a sort of joke or boy's play, 
but the serious men of business of the 
United States realize tha{ the legisla
ture of any state is one of the three 
great co-ordinate branches of the sov
ereign state and that the acts of the 
legislature are equal in rank and dig
nity to the acts of the Executive or the 
acts of the judicial department. 

Now, a cloud of dust has been thrown 
into the eyes of us all by the continued 
assertion and insinuation that the act of 
the legislature of 1909 was of no effect 
Some of us who have been called upon 
to discuss the matter in a few words at 
different times, have said this, that cer
tain good lawyers of Maine say that the 
act is unconstitutional. No one of us 
perhaps would arrogate to himself to 
step into the ranks of the good lawyers 
of Maine, but for himself each must 
settle the question from what knowl
edge be has as to whether there is any 
danger that the act of 1909 will be 
overthrown, in other words, that it is 
not unconstitutional. 

It will not change your opmlon as to 
how you are going to vote if I say to 
you that I believe the act is constitu
tional or that I believe the act is not 
constitutional, but I do say that all 
through this session at every opportun
ity those in favor of the policy ex
pressed by the Baxter amendment have 
prefaced their remarks and premised 
there arguments by the suggestion that 
we are unprotected and that there is no 
law that will keep electricity within the 
State. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak- It is too bad that the gentleman from 
81', there seems to be confusion in the Augusta did not amplify what he said. 
minds of many. A great many seem to It is too bad he did not go further. 
have decided that a vote against the Lawyers have a tendency to express in 
Baxter amendment is a vote against the a few words what convinces them and 
interests of the people of the State. If to drop it there. Had he gone on and 
that is not so-if that is not a proper told yOU that the first corporation that 
position and for a moment we can shake started shipping its electricity outside 
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of the State would thereby forfeit its 
charter, you would understand what the 
teeth of the statute are, as long as it 
stands. It is too bad the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Baxter) has given 
us to infer this afternoon that the court 
of Maine would have nothing to say as 
to whether the section of the constitu
tion is law or not. Now, the gentleman 
from Portland is better informed than 
that. He knows better than that. Any 
lawyer who has read at all, knows that 
the constitutionality of a section of a 
statute of Maine is first raised in our 
own court sitting in the separate coun
ties at nisi prius and that the judge 
rules there pro forma that it is consti
tutional, and the malter goes up to our 
supreme court, as so many questions 
have gone, and it will then be decided 
first by the supreme court of Maine. 

Now, there must be reasons why men 
say that this statute will be declared 
unconstitutional or that the statute 
will be declared constftutional. Does it 
affect your opinion of how you are going 
to vote here today for a man to come UP 

and say it will or will not be declared 
constitutional? I say no; you decide 
matters, when you stop and think them 
over, upon the principles of business 
and law as they have been given to you, 
and I agree that very few of us would 
assume to determine a question of this 
importance. 

But there are some facts and some 
fundamental principles that we do know 
of -and why are they not discussed? 
Now, I hold here that the shipping of 
electricity will not be held by either the 
court of Maine or the supreme court of 
the united States. to come under the in
terstate commerce clause describing the 
method and manner and means and 
ways and places to which you can ship 
a commodity, because electricity is not 

the judge asked him if he had read the 
constitution or had heard it read. He 
could not read very well, and he said, 
"No, I have not read the constitution, 
but I have heard it read." The judge 
said, "Did you understand it?" "Yes," 
says he. "Well," said the judge with a 
wink of the eye, "you are to be con
gratulated for very many times it raised 
serious questions in the mind of Daniel 
·Webster." (Laughter.) 

It is about as certain here that elec
tricity will be under the interstate com
merce clause relative to the transmis
sion of commodities because oil has 
been so held and because gas has been 
so held; for these subjects are not 
analagous and it is not a comparison. 

The man does not live, in the first 
place, who knows what electricity is. 
The man does not live who knows that 
electricity is a commodity, and the in
terstate commerce clause relative to 
commerce between the states bears upon 
and has to do wholly and only with 
commodities. With electricity you 
agitate a piece of metal here, and miles 
and miles away metal is agitated on 
the other end. In the galvanic elec
tricity you have, you do not pour in a 
commodity, a commodity that 1 uns 
across the country. "\Ve say "a current 
of electricity" for lack of a better 
word. There is probably no such thing 
as a current flowing through the wire. 
If we say the substance passes 
through or along the wire, it is a con
tradiction of terms, for the wire is not 
apparently worn out or changed, and no 
substance can be transmitting another 
commodity without causing wear or 
change. All the wise men know is that 
by some process you cause an excitation 
or stir of the molecules of the metal 
here, and miles and miles away an agi
tation or excitation or stir of the mole-

a commodity. cules of the metal occurs there. 
You remember the story of the fellow I am speaking of this simply to give 

who came up here to the court for YOU my reason why I tell you that the 
naturalization. It was at the superior statute of 1909 will stand until we as 
court here or the court in Augusta. He the Legislature change it and that the 
was a fellow from up the river. He constitution of the United States under 
spoke a foreign language. He had been the interstate commerce clause will 
schooled a night or two as to the ques- never be successfully invoked to say 
tions that the judge would ask him. that the inhabitants of any State in the 
"Vhen he arose and asked him as to Union cannot deny to let that condition 
whether he was qualified to be a citizen, -for lack of a better word, call it 
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"substance"-out of the State. Bear in 
mind all the time electricity is not a 
substance and it is not a commodity. 

I do not admit, further, that the 
Legislature of the State of Maine can
not withdraw a right conferred on a 
corporation. I do not admit that the 
general court of Maine cannot modify a 
charter already granted. I do not agree 
that it is fair and right-if there are 
150 corporations in the State of Maine 
authorized now to generate, distribute 
and sell electricity-I do not agree that 
it is fair and right that these twelve or 
nine, whatever it is, that have come in 
here, should be put on a different foot
ing than all the rest. 

There is no man in Maine that will 
raise a protest quicker or be more ready to 
give an answer with the faith that is in 
him against any electrical company to
day shipping the current outside of 
Maine than I will. I have an entirely 
different dream of the future of the 
State of Maine than that it shall be a 
power station to furnish motive power 
to busy manufacturing sections else
where. As matters have come up and 
as the Baxter amendment has been sug
gested at different times during this 
session, you have noticed that I have 
asked for the conditions under which 
that corporation is now laboring that 
asks for this and that I have inquired 
where it is and what it is today. Do 
not consider for a minute that the 
people who live in the valley in which I 
live, have any gas or any electricity to 
distribute or sell. You have learned 
from the proceedings here that in the 
section of the State where I live we are 
dependent on a foreign nation for elec
tricity we use. I received my bill this 
morning-50 cents for 31 days' lighting 
of my office and $1.66 for 31 days' light
ing of a two and one-half story house 
almost filled from cellar to garret. We 
are buying electricity and we are buy
ing at a low price. 
~ow two sections or portions of the 

inhabitants of the State of Maine are 
the people that I am interested for to
day. I have absolutely no interest in 
the corporations except this, that I am 
interested that between State and cor
poration, as between man and man, we 
be actuated and moved by the principles 

of what has been called here this after
noon "the square deal." 

All over the State of Maine, and es
pecially in the rural sections, we do 
want this almost priceless boon of elec
tric motive power. I can take you into 
sections of our county miles out of the 
thickly settled sections of towns where 
electricity is sold, to the busy home
steads and farms where a five or seven 
horse-power motor is at work busily for 
husband and wife, in the barn and in 
the kitchen, at such times as they care 
to turn the button all through the year. 
All over this State there are little plants 
that have been set up-little plants that 
are doing business under a heavy han
dicap-plants that have water power a 
few months in the year and are burning 
coal for the rest of the year-in the ex
citement or wild frenzy of developing 
something with the thought that they 
will be paid. Any number of them exist 
that cannot go on and cannot work, but 
by the natural process of amalgama
tion, or being put together under one 
set of managers, they perhaps may be 
enabled to do business. You had here 
the other day the Paris Electric Com
pany, the Electric Company down at 
Mechanic Falls and the little bit of a 
piece of plant at Hebron Academy. 
Those three probably can be united and 
probably can go on to the benefit of the 
COn11TIUnity. 

Business has changed in Maine since 
we were boys tremendously, and the 
time will come when they will stop 
chewing up spruce pulp at Rumford 
Falls and making paper books and post
cards and other substances. The time 
will come when that is gone. The older 
men are just passing off the stage who 
remember when they were cutting pine 
timber and spruce was cut down for 
dead logs and ha.d no value. Then they 
came back and went in and cut most of 
the spruce, and the spruce is almost 
gone, and today fortunes are being 
made cutting fir that only a few years 
ago was of no value. There is abso
lutely a limit to the production of 
spruce; we have been continuing the 
manufacture of spruce pulp, and it is 
not going to continue forever. 

Now, gentlemen, my principle has 
been foreshadowed here in the remarks 
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that I have made heretofore. I do not 
believe in shipping electricity out of the 
State until everyone within reasonable 
reach of the general transmission line 
in the State of Maine has all he can use 
and there is a surplus. Then, let it go. 
But that is a long way in the futur8 
and that needs legislation, intricate, in
volved and important, that nobody, of 
course, can prepare in this length of 
time; but I do believe that the future 
of Maine is this, that instead of pene
trating the woods to compete with other 
concerns 111anufacturing under con
tract, they will not go back into the 
woods where we have to employ three 
crews, a crew working for you today, 
a crew COIning and a crew going, but I 
believe the industries in the State of 
Maine will only be, most of them, and 
shortly, down on our tide waters and 
on our magnificent harbors. They can 
cross the State, and I believe the elec
tric companies now doing business and 
asking the privilege of doing business 
in the future should be allowed to ex
tend so that the wheels may be set 
whirling back in the woods and the 
current taken down to the mill at Ma
chias river. for instance, \vhich was 
under discussion here the other day, 
and the current taken down to Eastport 
,vhere \ve can manufacture cotton just 
exactly as well as they can at Fall 
River, for the freight on cotton brought 
from northern points, from Searsport or 
Calais, will not be a cent more than on 
cotton brought from Fall HiveI'. 

I ,vish, hovycver, to be a,gainst the 
Baxter amendment because I cannot 
make 11sh of ono and fiesh of another. I 
am against shipping electricity out of 
the Sta teo but I protest against this 
policy which will suspend the business 
of the State of Maine, this policy of the 
dog- laying in the manger ,md keeping 
away the ox, the productiYe creature, 
who wants his food and to go back to 
work. Remember this, that it is the 
law of nature that not only docs the dog 
in the manger prevent the ox from get
ting the hay, but the dog fouls the nest 
as he stays there. 

All these years we ha \'E been pro
ducing men who have 1eft--the lumbEr
men. ,Vhen they got throl1gh cutting 
the pine in Maine, they went out and 

cleared off r.richigan, for instance; they 
went up in \Tinnesota and they went to 
,Vashington and up into the Canadian 
:'-i"orth ,Vesl ,Ve have all these years 
furnished 1111'11, TIlen in quantities, men 
of brain arul brawn and skill, men who 
have done t he work at hand in Maine, 
and they h, \'e passed on to 11nd work 
clsewhere. "ur future depends on the 
SllCC('SS -we lase in keeping those men 

here and ell played. Now this policy of 
holding Mai Ile right where she is is a 
mistaken p ,I icy. Gentlemen are not 
vicious abol' it; gentlemen are not evil 
about it; I :'m not wrong because I say 
as a matte, of right and wrong I will 
not vote fol' the Baxter amendment, but 
gentlemen a . ., mistaken. In addition to 
all this, tlllJUgh the years since 1907, 
when we ti,' 11 began to save the int~r
ests of M:tille in the old campaign of 
"Save thc I,akes of Maine," certain 
ncwspapcr~ ')f l\faine have been consist
ently and i' rsistently and perniciously 
bang'in;; at the nwn who raised their 
heads and 1ubscribed their money to 
pay for bm cis to develop the business 
of the Stal, : and there is foisted upon 
us all the I ime the literature of the 
census of 11,,, federal government in its 
reclamation project on the lands of the 
Cnion, and Illere is foiste:l upon us all 
the time th, literature of the Canadian 
ProvincE', d(' I)ending upon a la Vil, wl1ich 
will be die' 'ussed probably later this 
afternoon, J"Hlically and absolutely and 
totnlly diffc'l"cnt from ours. 

~"\[O\\', T rnay be 111istaken. I anl not a 
howling su«('ess as a business man. I 
118\'er ha \'8 h:ld llluch of any experience, 
lJut I h<1ve karned this, that if anybody 
in onr section decides he \"ill go into 
business, 11(' goes to a law office and 
ta1k.s the 1 hing over and he makes re
peated visil '. and talks it over. I have 
learned this here, thn t you in your busi
ness, if .,'()U arc a manufacturer, 
\\'hether it I,') a domestic difficulty or a 
commercial difficulty or whatever it 
111fl.Y be, finn: ly bring your business to a 
],l\Y:1cr to ek, ide, for the men who sit on 
the Supl'(~nU' bench, not only in Maine, 
Jmt in the i~nited States, are nothing 
hu t la v,yen I have to vote as I see the 
rig-ht; I "'\'C some information-you 
probably h: .. e more-but I do say that 
from the ill ,'ormation that I have been 
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able to get following this thing through 
now for ten long years, I vote with a 
clear conscience against tieing these 
amendments to these few corporations to 
their detriment as compared with all oth
ers, for it is an utter absurdity so long as 
the law stands. You ask me as a lawyer 
to \"ote that a corporation shall come up 
here and solemnly agree with the State 
of Maine that it will keep the law! 
"That an absurdity! That is all the law 
is. The law is that it shall not be 
shipped out. The gentleman would re-
quire every corporation that comes up 
here to get a charter to extend its pur-
poses. to solemnly agree with the State 
of Maine-we hereby subscribe that we 
will continue to keep the law. A patent 

have grown up with it since 1887, and 
I have the honor of being the first one 
to throw the switch that connected the 
alternating current which gives to us a 
connection between our stations today 
and covers nearly the entire State of 
Maine, This interests me in more than 
one way. I have labored with the un
seen fiuid. It is true that no one at the 
present day has been able to determine 
what electricity really is. 'Ye do know 
this, that it can be harnessed and that 
it can be harnessed for the benefit of 
the State of Maine. 

Gentlemen, if this Baxter amendment 
"' is tacked on to this bill, you will be 
very sorry for it I assure you when you 
are interested in any small welfare 

absurdity! Arrant nonsense! Advertis- where the current is being furnished by 
ing some of us, and that is all! the town and some night you wake up 

I hope a good large number of the 
House will vote against affixing the 
amendments to the charters. 

without any light. And what is the rea
son for it? It is just this, that Baxter 
amendment A has been tacked on that 
bill so that that man is not able to ask 

Mr. D.~XTJ"R: Mr. Speaker, I would his neighboring man to furnish the 
like to ask the gentleman from Houlton current to tide him over. 
one question. If the 1909 law should Back in 1888, the first question of 
be declared unconstitutional, is there combining water powers by the use of 
anything which would prevent the transmission wires, or current over the 
'Yestern Maine Power Company or any wires, was first thought of. 'Ye had our 
other company from taking electricity experiences I assure you, and when the 
outside ih(~ State of ::\Iainc? gcntlell1an froln Portland says that it 

can be transmitted out over two \vires 
Mr. B"' Hl\ES: Mr. Speaker, he might across the border of the State of Maine, 

ask. if the world should not come to an he is not acquainted with the transmis-
end, what would happen '0 that wax sion of electricity. There is no power 
cat that went to hell. If ',e section of today of any size whatever that is 
the statute which forbids caking- elec- transmitt cd ,,,ith less than three wires. 
tricHy out of Maine is abrogated or set I assure you that it is well for them to 
aside or annulled-I suppose that is become acquainted with these matters 
what the gentleman asks-then the only before they try to illustrate before me 
thing that would ])re\'cnt a man trans- in this Legislature that they are right. 
mitting his electricity outside of the This question is interesting for more 
State, I suppose would be the lack of a than one reason, as I ha\"e stated be

market. fore. "'hat would we do if this amend-

1\1,·. BTC,GDOX of '\'estbrook: Mr. ment were connected to our power 
Speaker and Gentlemen of the House: I plants in years gone by? I assure you, 
have listened with a great deal of in- gentlemen. that the lights which have 
terest during this leg"islative perioe., to been going here, without any interruption 
this question which \ve have discussed since we have been in this Legislature 
so thoroughl)' this afternoon. I only would have been out more than once. 
\\'ish that I could take the gentleman I trust that the day is coming when 
from Portland (::VIr. Baxter) with me for W0 shall sec. and I actually believe and 
only a short time, and then I think I han, believed for many years that we 
could show him that the feat could be will see this State of Maine completely 
easily explained. I assure you that this covered with a network of wires from 
question of electricity interests me; I onc end to the other regardless of 
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transmitting it outside th'e State. I be
lieve in the State of Maine as every 
other man in this Legislature does; I 
have worked for the interests of the 
State of Maine; I have dealt with the 
men of Maine; I have been connected 
with the corporations of Maine, and I 
assure you, gentlemen, if you give them 
a fair show, they will gin, you one in 
return. That is my experience. 

I wish to cite to you the situation, 
and I only wish it to be a case of a 
moving picture since 1888, when this 
question was first taken up. As I said 
early in the conversation, we had our 
experience with one small station. That 
was before we understood the practise 
of facing' in, as we call it, from one side 
to the other so that we could get the 
benefit in case one water power should 
fail from the other without interrup
tion. ,Ye installed second and third 
stations, and we experimented and found 
that this connection could be made and 
that we could get benefit from one sta-

gentleman from Portland, Mr. Baxter, 
suggested 1 hat he would \vant to close 
the argument. The Chair, before it 
puts the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland, ::1'[1'. \Vilson, would ask the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr, Baxter, if 
he wishes to usc the time. 

Mr. BA:>[TER: Mr. Speaker, I have 
nothing more to say on this bill. 

The SPJ':,\KER: The gentleman from 
Portland, J\lr. Wilson, mo\'es the previ
ous quest on. Those in favor of that 
please ris,:" It requires a third. The 
Chair judges a third have arisen. The 
question now is, Shall the main ques
tion be no\\' put? Five minutes for de
bate. 

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to say one word. 
I do not <I"'sire to measure swords with 
any corp('l'ation lawyer; neither do I 
\\'ant to t r! to argue with a person who 
is an err; ployee of large electrical 
plants, be I I do want to say to these 

tion to another in case we were lack- men that i am here to represent 
ing po,ver. That has been carried on 
until the whole State of Maine today, 
the large stations especially, are be
ing followed up in tlli8 same way by 
connecting one \vith 'the other. I be
lieve, gentlemen, that this is the only 
practical wa,', and I assure you that if 
the Baxter anwndmcnt A should be 
connected with these little privileges 
that we have mentioned, it would be 
entirely against them and entirely 
against the principles of the deve lop

a part 

ment of our good old StatE,. 
I trust, gentlemen, wh.m this matter 

comes to a final vote that you will look 
to your neighbor and look for the best 
interests of all the factories that are 
now turning out the product and giving 
us the labor, and feel that there is 
something to be thought of besides this 
one little identical point of this amend
ment which is to be tacked on and 
which I assure you will b'e of no in
terest but "'ill be of !~reat dissatis
faction to all interested in the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. 'WILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of 
moving the previous question will rise. 
The Chair ,,"ould only suggest that the 

of the 1)(>,,))le of the State of Maine. 
I have heard it insinuated, gentlenlen, 

that (he ;:,"n(]eman from Portland was 
not sincf']'j' in his anlcndlTICnts. XO\V 
gentlemen. I want to say this, that if 
our genern' la\v is sufficient to keep this 
electricit,\' within our State, \vhy is it 
that the j'('prcsentatives of these great 
corporatie'Jls in trying to place their 
bonds tell thc'ir customers that if, and 
1 hey think they will be, allowed to 
transmit Their electricity beyond the 
limits of Ihe State, those bonds will be 
\vorth V(,1":': much more to them than 
they are II OW, and I think I am correctly 
informed ,'lat that has been the case. 

Now, g,"tlemen, we of previous Leg-
islatures :-;itting in this room have given 
away our wild lands of the State. As 
keepers of the people's rights, shall we 
today vot" against this Baxter amend-
Inent and give HNi-ay our ·water po,vers 
which is 1 he only thing we have to look 
to for rEI','nue? Some of these gentle
men here who lobby will tell you that 
the reveJi Ole you get from franchises 
will be a iaeat help to our taxes. Is it 
for us, gf'tltlemen of this Legislature, to 
become the modern Esau and give away 
our rights for a mess of pottage? 

"'ow. gpntlemen, if I am the only one 
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in this Legislature, I shall stand up and it from them, and they have the right 
votc for the Baxter amendments be- to purchasc from the smaller company 
cause I believe they cannot hurt and or to sell to the smaller company, if 
they may keep for the people of the they ha \-e to do it, and to carry it out 
State of Maine what belongs to them. beyond the limits of the State-what 
(.\pplause.) does lllat mean? It means that we wil! 

:NIl'. Hl-TCHINS of Mexico: Mr. ha\-e in the State of Maine, gentlemen, 
Speaker. I had hoped that this debate a high cost of power and outside the 
would not be closed before all had had a Sta If> you will ha vo your surplus sold 

at a low cost. And what does that 
chance to be heard. "\Yo have before us mean·: It means that towns that are 
the most important question that will no\v flourishing, if a particular business 
come beforc this Legislature during 
this session, and I wish in a brief word 
to consider the two amendments. 

The Senate Amendment has in it the 
condition that any or all rights. priVI
leges. franchises and property of any 
public utility organized for similar pur
poses and doing business in the counties 
of York. Cumberland and Oxford or in 
any municipality adjacent to the towns 
lUJ.llH?d in the act of its incorporation or 
acts amendaton- thereof or additional 
thereto ill th8 Slate of ::i1aine with 
\\"hich its ,yires Inay be connected l11ay 
fUl'1n n iiXf;d systcln, upon such tern1S 
;)S IIlH-Y be agreed UDOll by such ('orpol'
n1ion and such public uti1itic~, and so 
forth, 
~ow \I-hat does that mean? It means, 

as has been stated here, that there are 
SIlHlII C()lllpUnics on the border and that 
rhis amendment will allow the "\\"estcrn 
nla i ne Power Company to absorb and to 
take all their powers m"er and, they 
IUl\-ing" the right to take out tho power. 
will go beyond the borders with what 
pO\\"el' th('y have'. \Vhat do they haxc'? 
TI1(")- started with the Limerick 'Yater 
and 1'~le('tric C'on1pany in 1~)(J7 \\~ith five 
t()\Yn~, ]n 1 DOD thC'y look on fo·ur 01' fi.yp 
1110['<: and Hny towns adjacent to any of 
the to·W11S nanlecl in that list. In 1!Jl3, 
tllE'Y took on fiye or six 1nore alld allY 
tc'\YIlS adjacult 10 any of t!lose in thal 
circle. Xow they have gotten it into 
Clunhel'land and York counties, and the 
bills that are before this Legislatnrc 
will COllnect the "\\-estern l\Iaine Com
pany. as 1 bclien" with the Cenlral 
1\lailw and with the "\ndroscoggin de\-el
oj)mcnt and with any other large com
panies doing business in the State of 
l\Iaine today. If those companies ha \'0 

the ri;;-ht und,:,r their charters to sell 
electricity lo the 'Vestern Maine and 
the ""pstenl ::\laine has a rig·hl to buy 

goes now, will be not without power, 
but they will have a generating plant, 
gentlemen, and two men will take eare 
of the plant or three men will take care 
of lhe plant, and they will send that 
po\n'r outside the State of Maine under 
these present acts unless the Baxter 
amendment is adopted. 

If they do not intend to take it out, 
why in Hea\-cn's name will it hurt 
them·: Tell me that! If they do not in
tend to take it out, why will it hurt 
them? If they do intend to take it out, 
it will stop lhem until we can make a 
further contract with them. 

~ow. gentlemen, the law lhat is now 
(-11 our ~tatute books is conceded by able 
alt()l"ll(')"~, and I will submit by as able 
atturlw.vs as there are in this Legisla
tUl'e', to hv unconstitutional. If that is 
t rue, \\'h~~ not put this all1cndlnent on 
and 111ali::c it a part of their contract, and 
\\lwn it becomes a part of their con-
tract. gCllllpnlen, if they violate their 
contract. you can annul their charter. 
Hul if lhe law which is on the books is 
dpclarod to be, unconstitutional, you 
carmol take away from them their ehar-
ter because you hayc not any cause for 
:-'0 doing. 

I han, a letter 1101'8 from the Maine 
State Hoard of Trade, and lhat lelter I 
will not stop to read because the time is 
limited, but I do just want to say a 
word here to the men who have said 
tha t t hey would not vote to take out the 
]lower but they will vote against the 
Baxter amendment. I say to you that it 
is their purpose to take it out and take 
it out under lhcse acts that are before 
this Legislature, and if it is their pur
pose to do that, and if it is within their 
po\ver to do lhat under these acts by 
selling to some company perhaps not 
named in the act, if that is right, we 
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should stop it and we should block the 
legislation, 

Now, gentlemen, in relation to the 
Cole bill which has been put in here and 
is a part of this same subject-

The SPEAKER: The Chair rules by 
his new watch that the :flve minutes are 
up, 

Mr, MESERVE of Naples: Mr. 
Speaker, I have five minutes on this 
subject and I will give my time to Mr. 
Hutchins. 

Mr. HUTCHINS: Mr. Speaker, under 
those circumstances I will read part of 
this letter, dated March 26, 1917, from 
the Maine State Board of Trade. 

"The legislative committee of the 
State Board of Trade calls attention to 
the increasing use of electricity for 
lighting, heating and power in this 
State, thereby contribu ting greatly to 
its growth and holding for it a still 
greater future, and believing in the im
portance of keeping this b!mefit for the 
good of this and all coming generations 
in the State of Maine, urges upon our 
legislators that they resist with jealous 
care any attempt to transmit or send 
electric current beyond the borders of 
the State." 

=--row, gentlemen, this is not the whim 
of one man. It is not backed by one 
man. It is not urged in this Legisla
ture by one man, but by many. 

I want to call your attention to the 
conditions that may exist. in this State 
and do exist in some localities. In the 
county of Cumberland in what is 
known as Great Falls a few years ago 
they had a thriving community. The 
Cumberland County Power and Light 
Company went up and bought the plant, 
and property then worth $2000 for a 
little home today could be bought for 
three or four hundred dollars. ·\Vhy? 
No industry-gone to Portland-and 
two men take care of it. 

Do you want the Stat!) .of Maine to be 
a generat.ing station to Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut? If we 
were located, gentlemen, as Pennsyl
vania is located, or Ohio, or Connecticut 
even, we W.ould not have the same 
trouble, but we must save this power 
for the State or we are losing more 
than we lost in our wild lands and we 
are losing it to all future generations. 

vVhat "ould happen in the city of 
,Vatervillf' if those cotton mills should 
burn, gentlemen, during a depression 
and they d,~cided not to rebuild? The 
Central l\laine Power Company could 
get hold 0"[ them and by their conneC
tions which they have under these bills 
with the Western Maine they could 
carry therel on and save large freight 
rates into the city of vVaterville and 
they could save large freight rates on 
the manu!,clctured product on its return 
to the market for those goods. And, 
gentlemen that is just the object of this 
legislation, 

Now tll"y say the Oxford Electric 
Company ,,·hich came up here the other 
day and l,as been mentioned today, a 
little weal: corporation, was not making 
anything, but let me tell you it is a part 
of the sys t em backed up by millions of 
dollars; it is part of a connection sys
tem that is backed up by millions of 
dollars a r d a part of the Chisholm, 
Cobb, May nard and Bird, and Macomber 
interests. They are all either big com
panies or '~onnected with them, and if 
you trace out the history of their char
ters and ~heir incorporators and those 
who hold the present stock, you will 
know it. 

One more thing, it has been urged in 
this Legislature that there would be 
large revenues if you let this go out of 
the State returned to it. I say to you 
you would have your generating plants 
here, but ~;ou would have your manU
facturing plants in Connecticut and you 
would ha y" your bond holders and your 
stock holders in New York and Philadel
phia. \\'h"re is the State of Maine go
ing to get off? 

I hope (hat the House will stand by 
the Baxtc amendment until we can get 
something hetter. 

Mr, nH·\CDON of Westbrook: Mr. 
Speaker, I believe it is well to correct 
some imllJ'essions that have just been 
made by [11C previous speaker. He re
fers to a ,,'ant which you might suppose 
was now I"isting which had driven out 
a previollio manufacturing concern. I 
am somewhat acquainted with that 
matter m:,- ~elf and I will say this, that 
the simpl .. ' reason that that factory 
which walO: then existing does not exist 
today is 1 ['cause they had to haul their 
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material which they manufactured from 
fh'c to ten miles each trip. That factory 
was doing a good fair bu,iness, but the 
time came when they had to abandon it. 
Therefore. this proposition of construct
ing a lighting plant was continued. The 
people in that vicinity are well pleased 
with (he conditions because they are the 
~)(>op!e who get the benefit of the electric 
light and the electric power and the 
oth(;l' necessities of life. 

Mr. G_'d,2';'ETT or ~,\ugusta: Mr. 
Speaker, I "illlply want to correct the 
ilnpression that the' gcntlclnan from 
l\Icxico, :\1r. Hutchins, tried to make 
IIp(,n ,'ou people. It is absolutely un
true. and many of his statements show 
thal he knew absolutely nothing about 
(he subject under discussion. gvery
thing he said referred to the Central 
l\Jaine Po\\'er Company. 

I will also add that what Mr. Baxter 
Ims said about (he Central Maine Power 
Company is also absolutely untrue. 

The gentleman from Mexico brought 
in different names in connection with 
the great power interests. One of them 
I know has absolutelY no connection 
at all with this subject under discus
sion, and he showed by the nature of 
his remarks that he was simply ap
pr;aling to the prejudice of our members 
IH~r8 and trying- 10 create in their minds 
something for which no foundation is 
had. 

\Yhen these charters came up before 
(he committee on public utilities, it was 
thc unanimous report of that committee 
that they \Vere perfectly just Rnd 
Droper and should have a passnge. No 
opposition appeared in any case against 
any of these cllarters. ~o one RP
reared to bring' up thC'se anlCI1(lm('n1~. 

and the companies had nothing what
ever to say in regan] to then1, and they 
hase not said anything. '1'he g'cntleman 
here. on the floor oj' this House has seen 
fit to misrepresent the whole ])ropo
~-:ition and 11a;;.; so confused the Inenlhcrs 
that they are uncertain in nlan~/ cases 
,illst how they ought to \'ot('. 

I want to endorse (he remarks of the 
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, 
and it seems to me that he sized the 
situation UP in a very clear and concise 
manner. I certainly believe in de\'elop
ing the resources of the State of Maine; 

the Central Maine Power Company be
lie\'8s in developing the resources of the 
State of :Maine, and as proof of my be
lief I am willing to invest a large 
amount of money and to help out these 
industries. All that they ask for is a 
fair deal and that all companies be 
treated alike. 

Mr. KE,'-COMB of Scarboro: Mr. 
Speaker, when this question is taken I 
hope it will be by yeas and nays. 

Mr. HuTCHINS of Mexico: Mr. 
Speaker--

The SPEc,KER: The Chair would in
form the gentleman from Mexico, Mr. 
Hutchins, that the rule says that after 
the previous question is called no mem
ber shall speak but flve minutes, and 
thei'e is no yielding time, as the Chair 

lliluerstands it under that rUling. If 
the gentleman from Mexico, Mr. Hutch
ins, is to be g-ranted time, it must be 
done by unanllnous consont unless he 
\vishe~ to ask a q uesiion or correct a 
111istake. 

Mr. HlTTCH1]'\S: 1\Ir. Speaker, I 
simply want to ask a question. I woule! 
like to ask :Vfr. Gannett if the Central 
Maine Power Company. before the pres
ent net, was composed of the consolida
tion of the ,Vaterville and Fairfield 
Railway and Light Company, the Union 
Gas and glcctric Company, the Bingham 
Electric Company, the Clinton Electric 
Company. (he Dexter Electric Company, 
tl", Kelll10bec Light and Heat Company 
and the Vassalboro Electric Light and 
Power Conlpany. 

1\Ir. n~\2';'.:-JBTT: ,Vhat ,,,as the ques
tion ',' You af'k if it \vas made up of 
those c0111vani('s? 

1\11'. HI.:TCHINS: Yes. 

~,Ir. G",::--J2';'BTT: CertainlY it is. 

:VIr. Hl'TCHT2';'S: At this LegislatLln' 
you asked to add to that the Bath and 
Brunswick Light and Power Company, 
the Pcnobscot Bay I·jlectric Light Com
pany, the ,Yaldoboro Electric Light and 
Power Company, the Hartland ElcctJ'ic 
Light and Power Company, the Union 
Light and Power Company, the Newport 
Light and Power Company and the Pis
cataqua Electric Light and Power Com
pany? Is that true? 
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Mr. GANNETT: Absolutely true; and 
the company already owns all the stock 
in all those companies and in many of 
them not only the stock but the bonds. 
It is already connected with those and 
furnishes the electricity at very cheap 
rates. It makes no difference to the 
Central Maine Power Company whether 
this bill is passed or not so far as the 
operation of the companies is concerned. 
The only difference it makes is, it will 
enable the company to have one set of 
books and to have one corporation do 
the work they have to do with five or 
six separate books when there are five 
or six separate corporations. So far as 
all practical purposes go it is all one 
company at the present time, regardless 
of this bill. The purpose of this bill is 
simply to enable the company to con
solidate its bookkeeping into one depart
ment and thereby save the additional 
expense. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair is of the 
opinion that this discussion is beyond 
the limits of the rule. The gentleman 
can continue only by unanimous con
sent. 

Mr. ROWE of Yarmouth: Mr. 
Speaker, we have been standing some 
tremendous cannonading this afternoon 
and after these big /runs have been ex
ploded, I am somewhat phased and I 
hardly dare to put in my little pop-gun, 
but I want to stand for the plain man. 
The lawyers have been discussing that 
this afternoon and it seemed to me that 
I was much more mixed than I was be
fore I came in here to hear the discus
sion. All those constitutional amend
Inents, franchises and riparian rights 
and all of that I do not know much 
about, but I do know this, that I like to 
judge of things by the opposition there 
is to them. They tell a story of a little 
girl who watched her hands very 
closely to see if they were clean. She 
asked her brother, "Don't you look at 
your hands to see whether they are 
clean or not?" He said, "No; I look at 
the towel." And it seems to me it be
hoves uS to look at the towel. 

There seems to be such a great deal 
of disagreement among the lawyers 
upon this Question that it puts me all at 
sea, and when doctors do disagree, who 

shall decide and what are we plain men 
who are the majority of the· Legislature 
going to do about this? How are we 
going to vote? 

It seems to me that it is this way. 
Some of us went over to the insane asy
lum a while ago, and we were very 
much impressed there by one woman 
who had her hands tied up in blankets 
so she COUldn't scratch herself or any
body else. These Baxter amendments 
are something like the blankets on that 
woman's hands. We should keep things 
tied up until we know whether this is 
constitutional or not, and they will 'ook 
after these things for us. Gentlemen, I 
believe in safety first. (Applause.) 

Mr. CONARY of Bucksport: Mr. 
Speaker, I believe in the conservation 
of water powers of the State of Maine. 
Perhaps you all know that I think this 
is one of the most important pieces of 
legislation that has come before this 
House barring, possibly, the war meas
ure which we have just disposed of. 

This Baxter amendment, as I under
stand it, prohibits the shipping of elec
tric current outside of the State of 
Maine, and I am heartily in favor of 
that or any other means by which we 
can attain the same end. I have talked 
,vith various members of these giant 
corporations; I have talked with their 
smooth and astute counsel and they all 
assure me that they do not ship elec
tricity out of the State of Maine and do 
not intend to. If that is so, how does 
this amendm'HY harm them? 

Gentlemen, I will tell you how it 
harms them. They are not sincere in 
what they say to you. They do intend 
to ship it out. If it does not affect 
them, why has this giant corporation 
lobby hovered around this State House 
for the last few weeks? It simply 
brings home the fact that when you see 
a flock of buzzards flying around, there 
is going to be a' killing and someone is 
going to be bled. The people of the 
State of Maine who send us UP here
are we to see their rights here protect
ed? This is not a party measure; vote 
as your consciences dictate, and I be
lieve you will vote right, and when 
we go home, as I believe we must do 
pretty soon I hope, the book of this 
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Legislature when it is opened will show ABSENT-Bowman of Detroit, Dearth, 
that we voted to protect the State of Driscoll Drisko, Goldthwait, Grant, 
Maine and the welfare of the people Greenlaw, Holt of Gouldsboro, King, 
who sent us up here. Lawrence, Morison, Murphy, Mutty, 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Scarboro, Mr. Newcomb, moves that the 
vote when taken be taken by the yeas 
and nays. Those in favor of ordering 
the yeas and nays will rise. 

A sufficient number having arisen th," 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the House is the motion of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Baxter, that the 
House adhere to its former position and 
retain the Baxter amendment. The clerk 
will call the roll and as their names are 
called those in favor of the motion will 
say yes and those opposed will say no. 

YEA-Alden, Allan of Portland, Allen 
of Sanford, Andrews of Norway, An
drews of Warren, Averill, Babb, Baxter, 
Besse, Billings, Bolduc, Boman of Vinal
haven, Boynton, Brewster, Burbank, 
Bussabarger, Cates, Chaplin of South 
Portland, Charles, Clark of Harrison, 
Clarke of Randolph, Clason, Clement, 
Clifford, Coffin, Cole of Etna, Conary, 
Corliss, Crediford, Cummings, Daigle of 
Wallagrass, Day, Descoteaux, Dow, 
Frost, Garcelon, Gurney, Hall, Harman, 
Hart, Hartwell, Hill, Hooper, Hunt, 
Hutchins, Jenkins, Jennings, Jordan of 
Baileyville, Jordan of Cumberland, 
Kneeland, Knight, Leavitt, Lenfest, 
Lewis, Libby, Longley, Lyford, Merrill, 
Meserve, Messer, j),Iorin, Newcomb, Pen
dexter, Phillips, Picher, Purington, Ran
ney, Reed, Rounds, Rowe, Russell, 
Ryder, Sawyer of Eden, Snow of Blue
hill, Snow of Mars Hill, Speirs, Stanley, 
Turner, Tuttle, Wagg, vVashburn, vVat
son, vVatts, vVilliams, vVilson-86. 

NA Y - Albert, Ames, Anderson, 
Barnes, Berry, Brackett, Bragdon, 
Brown, Buzzell, Chaplin of Bridgton, 
Cole of Eliot, Cushman, Daigle of New 
Canada Plantation, Dutton, Eaton, Ellis 
of Gardiner, Ellis of York, Emerson, 
Farrington, Fleming, Fletcher, Flint, 
Gannett, Hanson, Hammond, Harris, 
Holbrook, Holley, Holt of Skowhegan, 
Howard, Langley, Largay, Larrabee, 
Levesque, ~lcNally, lViurray, Neilon, 
O'Connell, Packard of Newburgh, 
POVirers, Redn1an, Richards, Stearns. 
Stubbs-43. 

Nicholas, Packard of Rockland, Pattee, 
Sawyer of Madison, Sisson, Tate, Welch, 
Webb-21. 

Eighty-six having voted in the affirm
ative and 43 having voted in the nega
tive, the motion prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to non-concur with the 
Senate in the adoption of Senate amend
ment A. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House An Act relating to the 
Clark Power Company. In the House 
this bill was passed to be engrossed, 
with House amendment "A." In the 
Senate House amendment "A" was in
definitely postponed and the bill passed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to adhere to its former 
action. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House Senate Document No. 
15~, An Act to authorize Blaine S. Viles 
and Guy P. Gannett to erect dams and 
develop water storage basins on Bog 
Brook in Dead River Plantation for the 
storage of water for driving logs and 
manufacturing. This was passed to be 
engrossed by the House, amended by 
House amendment "A"; sent to the 
Scnate. In the Senate House amend
ment "A" indefinitely postponed and 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to adhere to its former 
action. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House Senate Document No. 
172, An Act to incorporate the St. Croix 
,Vater Company. In the House passed 
to be engrossed. In the Senate amended 
by Senate amendment "A." 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, that is a 
different matter from the others, and I 
think shoulcl not have been put in with 
them. Consequently, I 1110ve that it be 
tabled. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be- House voted to insist on Its former action 
fore the House, House Document No. 
185, An Act relating to the Vassalboro, 
China and 'Windsor Light and Power 
Company. In the House passed to be 
engrossed as amended by House amend
ment "A," presented by Mr. Baxter of 
Portland, In the Senate House amend
ment "A" was indefinitely postponed and 
the bill passed to be engrossed. 

of March 7, at that time the House voting 
to pass bill to be engrossed as amended 
by House amendment "A." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House, House Document No. 
457, An Act relating to the Knox Gas 
and Electric Company. In the oHouse 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, House amendment "A." In the Senate 
the House voted to adhere to its former House amendment "A" was indefinitely 
action. postponed, and the bill was passed to be 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House, House Document No. 
254, An Act to amend the charter of the 
Central Maine Power Company. In the 
House passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House amendment "A" and 
House amendment "B." In the Senate 
taken from the table and House amend
ments "A" and "B" indefinitely post
poned, and the bill passed to be en
grossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to adhere to its former 
action. 

engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to adhere to its former 
action. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, House Document No. 
580, An Act to incorporate the Grand 
Isle Light and Power Company. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, let me inquire through the 
Chair of the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Baxter) if House Document 580, 
referring to the Grand Isle Light and 
Power Company, a corporation not yet 
organized, is to be insisted on as the 
subject of an amendment similar to the 
others. 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, in an
swer to that, I will say that I think the 
Senate amended House amendment "A," 
so that it will coyer that particular sit
uation. If so, it would not interfere 
with the Grand Isle Company. 

The SPEAKER: House amendment 
"A" adopted in the House. In the Sen-

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
fore the House, House Document No. 
290, An Act to authorize Oxford Electric 
Company to extend its electrical lines to 
and within the town of Hebron, and to 
purchase the electrical equipment and 
franchises of trustees of Hebron 
Academy. In the House passed to be 
engrossed as amended by House amend
ment "A," In the Senate House amend
ment "A" indefinitely postponed, and the 
bill passed to be engrossed, 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Port- ate, House amendment "A" indefinitely 
land, the House voted to adhere to its postponed and the bill passed to be en-
former action. grossed. 

Mr. BARNES: So that the Senate 
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be- added no amendment, Mr. Speaker? 

fore the House, House Document No. The SPEAKER: It indefinitely post-
402, An Act to extend the charter of the poned it according to the docket. 
'\Vashington County Light and Power 
Company. In the House passed to be 
engrossed as amended by House amend
ment "A." In the Senate passed to be 
engrossed after the amendment was in
definitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to adhere to its former 
action of March 15, at which time the 

Mr. BARNES: I would like to inquire 
of the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Baxter), through the Chair, whether he 
would be willing to postpone consider
ation of this bill until informed of the 
conditions. 

Mr. BAXTER: 
so, Mr. Speaker. 

I should be glad to do 
I was about to make 
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that suggestion. The conditions here 
may be somewhat different. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter, tabled pend
ing concurrent action with the Senate. 

Tile SPI~A KEn: The Chair lays be
fore the House:, House Document No. 
6Q1, "',n Act to incorporate the Casco 
,\'ater, Ekctric Light and Power Com
pany. Passed to be engrossed in the 
Huu~~<: as anH'nucd by House aluend
nH~nL ".\" and House amendment "E." 
In t he Senate read the second tiIne, 
Huusc amendment "A" adopted, and 
Ho",'" amendment "Tl" indcfmitely post
poned. Hi!l, as amended by House 
amendment ".\," pA!'sed to be engrossed. 

On motion lJy Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House ,"oted to adhere to its furmer 
action. 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I would 
iYlquire wlll'the1' 01' not we 11,,,'e TInishcd 
with the \'ariow1 ch:ll'ters ha \'ing House 
AmE'Ddment "A" attached': 

The SPEAKEH: The Cluir lllHler
stands so. 

:\fr. BAXTER: If in order, :\[1'. 

Speaker, 1 mo\'e that we take [rom the 
table the two reports referring to an 
act to create the ::'.laine \\'ater Powel' 
Commission, and I would say that this 
matter 8 nd the rcsol\~e introduced 
J.y the gentleman from Houlton, :\1r. 
] ;arl1E-s, eo\'er the 8ame situation, 
lLough the "yay of getting at it is dif
f!'rf'nt in each case. As lhi~ ~lct to Cl'l"

n te a commission has been ildoro th>' 
l"g'islaturn sOffiething" over t\yO montlls. 
T tholl,c,-ht per1;(111S the g;cntleman frenD 
II ouHon would not object to " (lL,
(,ll,,-;~i()n of the first 0110, ftl1(1 ! I1Vl1 l~l ~,~n 

np hir..::: matter aftpr,vards, as the 11 ':"'X 1, 

t,.\'o it(>ms on the calendar. 

l\Ir. BAIL,f ES of Houlton: Mr, 
~p('akpr, there arc before the le,gisla
tl1l'e three different propositions lookin",' 
to control and compilation of ini'orm'l
tion relati\'e to the one subject. One, 
introduced 1):,: the chairmiln of the jn
dici;1J~7 ('omnlittoe, Senatcf' Da\'I~, l~ 

On tlle tahle in thc Senate, T wish that 
the matter from the Senate was here 
upon the t811le, so that they could all 
he ta1<en up 8na disposed of at once, as 

we haye disposed of ele\en just now. 
1 would inquire whether the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Baxter) would 
:l,gree to such a program? 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, it seems 
to me that we will haye to take these 
n:atters up some time, and if we take up 
one now and act upon it and take up 
!!1lOther, that will be so much out of 
tllO way. 'I'he rrwtter which the gentle
man from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) refers 
to as hei"g on tile table in the Senate 
is wholly different from these two mat
ters. Tllat pI'o"ides for a IcgislatiYe 
committee. The bill I introduced Dro
Yides for a commission and the res'al\'e 
of the c~'cntlem[ln from Houlton refer,~ 
1110 mn tteI' to the Public l~tilities Com
mission, T should like to ciiscuss it this 
"fterncon becal'se his matter and mine 
arc ypry similar. 

'1 h" SPEAKF,R: The Chair has no 
sug'gestiol1 to Oller other than that of 
cour,'" til" rules 'were suspended at the 
Log-inning' of the Hcs:-1ion this afternoon 
and ".'" ])t'g'an with the "Tabled and 
As~ign('d" secUon. 

:Vh. nAH::-;-ES: Mr. SpeOlI(er, if we are 
going to discuss these mc'asures this 
afternoon, althcugh my matter wa:; 
tablf>(] by the gentleman from Port
h)l1d. still I wif,h it might hayp r,,','ce
(le'nee. 

Thf> SPEAKFH: The Chair would 
sug'gf'st that the matter be taken up in 
orellCl' fdthongh of course, it hns no 
]ll'pfercnce in the matter. 

:\lr. HOl~~DS or l'orUand: Mr, 
~lJ'pakC'r, of C'Ol~r~e \ve are going to 
I ,:111pOr ton101'1'O\\", :lnd -.. ve are gUlI1:t::; LO 

try :nH1 pnlist ::-~()mo IH?Ol)lc in the lll'ter
c,t,; of the l:nited Sta tes; and I want 
10 S<1.\· now that T would like tf) take 
from the tn hIe that order which WEt'; 

t" hle(]' It is I<ot on tne e:llendar a1-
th()u,~'h I do not know why, but ii' was 
('speei'lll:.~ assigned for inside of 24 
leours. T wonld like to ask the gentle
man from Houlton, Mr. Barnes. through 
ill(' Chair if that is not the case. 

'I'he SPEAKEH: The order relative 
t(, dcpC'ndents of soldiers was tabled 
)'esterclay at tbe suggestion of some 
nwm1lf'r pending the introduction of 
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legislation bearing on the same sub
ject. The request of the gentleman 
from Portland r.ow is that it be taken 
up out of order as I understand it. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, so 
that we can krow on our Bang'or trip 
what we are going to do. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, the rules were suspended and the 
House voted to take up out of order 
Resolve relating' to pay for the Nation
al Guard and the Naval Reserve of thc 
State of Ma.ine. 

Mr. ROlTNDS: Mr. Speaker, I move 
you that the resolve have a passage 
under suspension 01' the rules and that 
it be given its two several readings. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak
er, I must simply repeat what I said 
yesterday that the Committee of Safety 
-over one hund.red men you know
through its sub-committee is now in 
session at the Blaine mansion and will 
be until midnight, perhaps, tonIght. 
This is one of the measures which tbey 
are to discuss. The proper method of 
taking care of the dependent familie~ 
of soldier:,; and sailors has not been 
decided upon by that committee as yet.. 
I have no interest nor pride in It, no 
personal feeling whatever; but I will 
Bay that the plan as proposed by the 
gpntleman from Portland is very dif
ferent from the plan which that com
mittee has in mind relati\'e to the aid of 
the soldiers and their wives and children 
ont of the miliion dollar bonds or note'l 
which we have autherized this mer'1-
ing. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, if I am 
in order I w~nt to say this: ,Yhen 
they went down to 1\fe::ico some of 
these people now en the rolls of the 
State of 2'lIaine became p£lUpers-their 
families. .\ t the next term of this 
le,!?,'i~lature you probably will be called 
upon by the committee of claims with 
reference to many of these so that 
they can be paid. Now this Commit
tee of One Hundred they say is all 
rig-ht and I think they are doing ex
cellent work; but here is the place to 
appropriate the money and here is the 
place for us to make the initiative. 
I say now is the time, and when the 
President calls for men, ,'Ie want to 

have our full quota; and if we do not 
do something we will be remiss in our 
duty. Therefore I want to know what 
they are going to have and what they 
are going to leave behind for their 
families. I move that this resolve be 
passed. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Rounds, that the rules 
be suspended and the resolve be given 
its two readings. 

Mr. 13~~XTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I am sure I do not want tOo 
do anything to interfere with the 
passage of a resolve like this. I know 
that it comes from the big heart of 
111'. Rounds. I do think, however, that 
in view of the fact that this matter is 
being considered by the Governor and 
Conncil and the committee of public 
safety, and by the various communi
ties, all of which have committees at 
the present time, that it might em
barrass the administration. That is 
the only grollnd on which I should op
pose it at the present moment. Be
tween now and Thursday when we re
turn here th" situation may have de
veloped so that we will all want to 
vote fOi' this resolve; but I do hesitate 
to voto for it in view of the present 
ul1fo:ettled state of mind as to what is 
to be done. Yet I do not want to be 
put in the unfortunate position of 
voting' against it. 1 wish that the 
gentleman il'om Portland would with
draw his motion for another 24 hours, 
and then 1 am qnite sure that some 
plan wiII have been presenteel so that 
everybody can support it. In a crisis 
like this, we do not want to go on 
record 8S opposing a worthy resoh'e 
like that, and yet it might make it 
very embalTassing for everybody. 

::\11'. ROUNDS: J'dr. Speaker, I do not 
want to talk [dl the time, but it seems 
to me now is the time; not wait until 
the call has come from the President 
of the "United States and then hustle 
around and try to get in. I believe 
the time has now arrived and we 
should act and show some initiative. 
The Goverllor and Council will not 
spend this money if it is not needed 
and they are the ones to spend it 
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while we are the ones to provide it. The SPEAKER: The Chair so un-
Therefore I say it is for us to act derstands the vote. 
now. 

A viva voce vote being had, 
The motion of the gentleman from 

Portland, Mr. Rounds, was agreed to 
and the resolve had its two readings. 

On further motion by Mr. Rounds, 
the resolve was tabled pending its 
passage to be engrossed. 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that we take from the 
table An Act creating the Maine 
Water Power Commission, majority 
and minority reports, and that this be 
given its discussion in precedence of 
the Resolve relating to the conserva
tion of the water powers of Maine. 

The SPEAKER: . The House hears 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Baxter, that the major
ity and minority reports of the com
mittee on judiciary be taken from the 
table, the majority reporting "ought 
not to pass" and the minority report
ing "ought to pass" in a new draft on 
An Act to create the Maine "Vater 
Power Commission and that it be 
taken up out of order. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
The motion prevailed. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, could ,ve expedite matters by 
assuring the gentlenlan from Portland 
that there will be no oppostion to his 
motion, thus avoiding discussion and 
saving- time, and pass it along to the 
Senate'? 

Mr. B.\XTER: lVIr. Speaker, I do 
not quite unnerstand what the gentle
man Ine::U1:.=::. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair under
stood the suggestion to be that the 
House would present no opposition to 
whatever motion the gentleman from 
Portland miq;ht make in the adoption 
of either report, and forward the mat
ter. 

Mr. BAXTER: Do I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that we did take from the 
table the bill and that we can now dis
cuss which report to accept? 

Mr. BA..,,{TER: I hardly feel, Mr. 
Speaker, that we ought to accept eith
er report without a discussion; and, 
as I have had this matter under con
sideration for the greater part of the 
session, I have something I would 
like to say upon it if it is in order. 
I will be as brief as possible. 

The SPEAKE;R: The question is be
fore the Hou1'e on the gentleman's 
own motion of taking these up out of 
order. 

Mr. BA...XTER: I move the accept
ance of the minority report, and I 
should like to be heard in support of 
that motion. In discussing the ques
tion of the creation of the Maine 
"Vater Power Commission I want to 
say that I will briefly outline its pur
poses in order to refresh the recol
lections of the members of the House, 
some of whom have perhaps read the 
bill and others have not. This is a 
matter which can only be acted upon 
after very careful and deliberate con
sidera tion. 

Those of you who have followed wa
ter powel' legislation in Maine, will 
remember that in 1909, the legislature 
created the Maine Water Storage 
Commission. That was the first con
structive step that our State ever took 
toward forming a policy as a basis 
for future legislation. Having been a 
member of the 'State Senate at that 
time, and a member of the judiciary 
committee which unanimously report
ed "ought to pass" on the Storage 
Commission Bill, I have taken an in
terest in this question ever since. 
Thel'e was strong opposition to this' 
Vvater Storage Bill on the part of the 
water power interests. They found 
that they could not defeat the meas
ure, and when it actually came before 
the House and Senate it was passed 
apparently without a contest. The 
people of Maine should not forget that 
Gov. Milliken was a member of the 
State 'Senate and was on the Commit
tee on Interior Waters at that import
ant session. He stood out against the 
determined opposition of the very 
water power interests who have been 
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so prominent at this session. There 
was no member of that legislature 
who did more toward laying the foun
dations of a policy of conservation 
than our present governor. The legis
lature of 1909 should be remembered 
by all friends of this constructive leg
islation as the first legislature that 
had the courage to take a forward step 
in water power matters, and I assure 
you that this was done only after a 
hard contest and against determined 
opposition. One of the Senators from 
Cumbel"land county, Senator John E. 
vVarren of Westbrook was one of the 
leaders in this movement. Although 
having charge of one of the biggest 
mills in this State, controlling the wa
ter rights on a gl'eat system of lakes 
and ponds, he was broad enough and 
public-spirited enough to set aside his 
personal and selfish interests and to 
look at this question from the point 
of view of the public welfare. There 
was no man more loved in his com
munity; there were never any strikes 
or labor troubles amongst the people 
in his mills; and if he was now one 
of those representing the interests of 
Cumberland county in the State Sen
ate the vote taken there last Thursday 
wo~ld have resulted very differently. 
Cumberland county and the State of 
Maine could ill afford to lose a man 
like Senator Warren. The last time 
I saw him. only a few days before he 
clied, he told me that he hoped some
time to return to Augusta to help this 

. cause in which he took such an active 
interest. Today, the members of the 
lobby representing his mills are 
amongst the most active and bitter op
ponents of all this legislation. 

When the Public Utilities Commis
sion came ;'nto existence in 1913, the 
storage commission was merged with 
it and its brief career of four years was 
terminated. It is, generally conceded 
that the Water Power people tool<: an 
active part in thus quietly eliminating 
this Water Storage commission whose 
work in investigating the Water Power 
question was bringing too much pub
licity to bear on their private inter
ests. They did not want any infor
mation given out about their oper
ations. Since 1909, I have taken an 

interest in this question and deter
mined to do something about it, if 
ever I was returned as a member of 
either branch. 

The proposed act entitled an act to 
create the Maine vVater Power Com
mission is based upon that of 1909, 
but goes beyond it in its scope. Al
though the act contains seven or eight 
pages; the vital part is, contained in 
the same number of lines. I will read 
these few lines to you and ask you 
to lceep them in mind throughout this 
debate. This act says, "The Commis
sion shall make an annual report to 
the Governor and Council'showing the 
progress made in their investigations, 
and they shall report to the next leg
islature, a comprehensive and practi
cal plan for the improvement and cre
ation of such water storage reservoirs 
and basins as will tend to develop and 
conserve the water powers of the 
State, and shall report on what rights 
remain to the State in the natural 
storage reservoirs and basins, and in 
the developed and undeveloped water 
powers of the State, and the best 
method of developing them in the in
terests of the people of the State, and 
whether the same are in any respect 
being curtailed 01' otherwise being ad
versely affected by any pers·on, firm or 
corporation. " 

The discussion in my opinion might 
well end right here. 

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, T 
regret very much that on this measure, 
the most important that has come be
fore the session, there are so many 
vacant seats. It seems, to me that a 
measure that is so far reaching as 
this one ought to have a hearing from 
every member of this legislature. I 
believe that we are all intensely in
terested in the problem which the 
gentleman from Portland is explain
ing, and in justice to him it seems to 
me that there ought to be a full at
attendance of the House. I do not 
know what action to take, whether to 
move a:n adjournment until tomorrow 
so that he may have a full hearing as 
he deserves, because, as I say it is 
the most important matter that has 
been taken up and ought to be thor-
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oug-hly understood by everybody. I 
do not know whether to ask the Speak
er to send the pages into the corri
dors and have the members take their 
;;eats. I know everybody is tired, but 
it seems to me that the gentleman 
from Portland should not waste his 
energy on so many vacant seats. 

Mr. BAXT1':R: I do not mind, Mr. 
Speaker, talking to the vacant seats. 
I will ask for ten or twelve minutes 
more. and if the House does not wish 
to vote on this qusetion, I will table it. 

Mr. COLE: I trust, Mr. Speaker, 
the gentleman will not think me dis
COUl·teous. I am not opposing the gen
tleman from Portland, I am trying to 
assist him. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair can 
entertain a motion to adjourn or raise 
the question of no quorum. 

Mr. BAXTER: I would suggest that 
perhaps the Speaker might send the 
pages out into the corridors and let 
those come in who care to, and if they 
do not care to come in, we can con
tinue the discussion by ourselves. 

As I was saying, the discussion in my 
o]lll1wn, might well end right here. I 
cannot believe that there is anv membel' 
of this House who can cons~ientiouslv 
object to such an investigation beill~ 
made. The State of Maine has somE' 
rights in the reservoirs and water ]lOW
ers of this State, and you and I, and th" 
]leople who sent us here, demand that we 
know what these rights are. This desire, 
this demand of the people of this State 
is the force behind this bill. 'Vhoever 
stands in its ,yay not only violates the 
trust imposed upon him hv his oa th oi' 

office, but must also stal1<i trial for his 
betrayal of it. 

The othcr provisions of the act pr<)
vide for an unpaid board of C0l111TIission

ers. These men must and will be purllic
spirited citi7.ens, \vho are "'illing to un
rlertake this work for the benefit nf their 
fellow men. There can be no motive of 
gain or of political preferment in serving 
on such a board. The withering influence 
of politics must not touch it. There are 

maintains that there are none, must have 
but little hope for the future of our peCl
pIe. 

The remaining sections of the bill 
provide that the commission shall pass 
upon the construction of dams and other 
construction work as well as upon the 
safety. of existing dams. In case of dis
agreement between the State authorities 
and the parties erecting these works, a 
reference to outside engineers is provide,] 
for. The board is to collect data relating 
to our reservoirs and streams and is to 
submit its report to the legislature. All 
such details are necessary in such an 
act, and I have found nobody who ib
jects to these provisions. 

The issue before us is this: The people 
of Maine want information on which to 
base a policy for the future; the water 
power people, the great timberland own
ers, and the paper mill men do not want 
us to have it. Face --to face with this 
issue, do not allow yourselves to be led 
astray by plausible argument. It has 
been, and still is, difficult to get this 
issue 11efore the -citizens of this State. I 
am informed that we have thirteen (13) 
daily papers in Maine and regret to say 
that only two of them, the Portland Ar
gus and the Lewiston Journal are will
ing to give this water power issue the 
fair treatment it deserves. To give you 
an idea of the widespread opposition 
against our doing anything at this ses
sion, let me tell you about one of the 
large Boston papers. The junior editor of 
that paper dared to write a brief edi
torial about "Conservation and 'Vater 
Powers in l\faine." The interests here 
brought pressure to bear on the editor-in
chief and told him there was no sue!1 
([uestion pending before the Maine legl",. 
laturc. The junior editor was called in 
to explain his rashness. To justify hb 
position, he wrote to Augusta, as well 
as to other cities in Maine, and was 
given a correct outline of the situation. 
He presented this to his editor-in-chief 
who was silenced and so was the paper. 
N'othing more has been said about Maine 
water powers or conservation in the 
Boston Herald. 

many men in ::\1aine who possess the I have talked with the leading members 
qualifications for such positions. He who of the lobby who oppose this bill, many 
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of whom are personal friends of mine, 
and without exception the only ground 
they have cared or dared to advance 
against it is, that it is unwise and ex
pensive to appoint another commission, 
These men, whose companies have 
take from the State the franchises on 
which their fortunes are based, now 
weakly plead that the State cannot affor,[ 
the small sum necessary to investigate 
the remnants they have overlooked 
But their companies can well afford to 
maintain the largest lobby of this session, 
so that they can gather in these rem
nants before the people of Maine are 
awakened to the situation. 

the prol)os,'d act, and of the objection, 
the sole objE·~)tion, raised against it. To 
attempt, al 1:his time, to discuss the 
general wa h:,r power question would be 
unwise, in [act it would be impossible. 
Our Natiowil Government is the storm 
center of rillS question. Every state in 
the Union Ihat has any water power is 
interested in it. Every man, woman 
ond child iro, this country is interested 
in it. I cal\not think of anything which 
is so vital I,) the health, comfort and 
safety of ('iJI' people as the proper de
\'ciopment a tid regulation of our water 
power resow'ces and of the electric cur
rcnt which is developed from them. 

This 'Vater Power Board must be com- 1 "hall c(,nfine my remarks to the 8it-
posed of enthusiasts, men who will give uation her" in Maine. Maine stand" 
their best thought to this work, fearless third amOl:," our States in 'Vater Pow-

er developrn':'l1t, being exceeded only by 
and unapproachable, free from corpor,Lle Xew YorF , .. :itl: 885,000 H. P. and Cal-
inlluence or association, The work which ifornia Wi'!i, 166,000 H. P. \Ve have 1620 
has been done on the water power ques- lakes and ',J:, rivers. In 1910, our total 
tion by the Public Utilities Commission, r"eveloped \\ lter horse power was 343,
has been clerical only; yaluable and nec- COO: Our utLceveloped was 1,023,000 horse 
essary it is true, but nevertheless per- power, wh:eh shows that ;we W2:'e then 
functory. I have no quarrel with that using ahol; L one-quarter of our po\ver. 
commission and entertain a high opinion '''hen we Ii :,'ure the possibilities of in
of the ability aml integrileY of its mem- erertsc by :,·.orage, it will be seen that 
bel'S, but it is already overburdened with we ha ,"e 4,',:1,000 additional horse power 
work, Look through its repoi·t and see a tour comm and, Including this it will 
the vast lleld it covers. He-valuation of 1)E' seen thnt -vve are now using but one
public sen"ice companies, mvestigation of seyenth of (,ur total water power re
accidents, of complaints, of rates. It sources. S!Ilce 1910, we have developed 
stands as a buffer between the public about 45,0<):1 horse power more. Thes2 
and every public service corporation nre the on) v figures I shall giYe you, 
within our bonlers. Its work has just for if one llegins dealing in figures in 
begun and will increaSE: every year. so vast a "l:bject as this, we all would 
There is no better way to .iudge of this soon be bE",vildered. My object in im
than to follow its expense account. Its PI essing tlwse few figures upon your 
first year's eXJ1enses were $45,OCO; it now minds is to "how you that we are utiliz
asks $66,000 for the year 1917 and the same ing but on· '"seventh part of our re
for 1918. I doubt if any of us reall he,. sources anrl that we need a sound con
lieve that this board. as able as it is, has structive jlillicy for the development of 
either the time or the inc'lination to take the remail1l1gsix-sevenths.Is11ot t11i:; 

situntion ",.-"rthy of the most careful 
over the additional burden of a careful in- consideraH) '1? Is it not belittling it to 
vestigation of our water powers and the treat it merPly as a side issue of our 
foundation of a constructive, permanent Public Utili 1 ies Commission? 
J10licy for the conservation of the same, 
On the other hand, there is no question 
of more vital importance to our people 
than the one before us. If ever a ques
tion was worthy of special tbought and 
undivided attention it is this one. 

l'p to this point I haye spoken of the 
hI"tory of this legislation in Maine, of 

Did :V0l1 f'ver stop to consider that 
thc water pOWf'rs of this State are of 
gr8ater vallie than the coal fields of 
PennsylvaJ:ia, or the oil wells of Cal
ifornia? I (,ften hear it regretted that 
we haYe n. "reat natural resources, no 
coal, no ii'ln, no oil; but centuries af
ter all th('~e have disappeared, w1wn 
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the coal and iron mines haye been ex
hausted and the oil wells pumped dry, 
Maine should still have her water pow
(TS. ,,\'ater power replnees and re
stores itself, and its product can be 
tranFported hundreds uf miles over a 
wire. It requires no imagination to 
foresee the day when there will not b0 
a ton of coal used within our State, ex
cept perhaps for hpating, and even im
pro\'ed methods uf producing electricity 
may make pm,sible economical heatil1';'. 
TIlP study of water pawN possibilitie3 
opens wide the whole field of hum,u1 
acti' ities, [mo Yf't we have to fight to 
get a Dill passeo by this Le;dslature, 
which will allow and permit the people 
of this State to find out what they own. 
Selfish men ha.ve been at worl{ in thL.; 
\cry State House for weeks, yes fOl" 
months, trying' to head off ano defeat 
this legislation. J<J\'ery influence and 
eYE'ry flrgll1nent at their command hayc 
heen u5ed against it. Failing to 0'"""'

{'omc th" strong sentiment in fa\'or of 
it. they are now seeking to make it an 
:lPl'enong-e to an alrenny oYE'r~)urdened 
Public TC'tilities Commission. These arc 
the '11en who are eager to saY(' this 
State a few U:cusand dollars ('xpensf' 
so the'y may plender our reFources just 
n few yearR morE'. 

I shall not foreca~t the policy which 
thi~ proposed Commission may outline, 
You should he informed, howeyer, a~ to 
th(' possibilities. Some of the larg'" 
corporations hciye \viscly begun to de
yelop storage reservoir::;. The sources 
of sUPilly for all our water powers are 
the great chain of lakes, the storage 
reserYOirH of l\/faine. No matter \vho 
owns th(' actual water power sites, thp 
State of Maine still owns the natural 
rc"en'oir8, except, of course, where it 
has alreaoy gh'en some of its right" 
away. \Ve shall probabl:, hen I' a long 
rliscussion froIT the opposition as to 
who owns the water powers of Maine. 
'1'lwy haye obtained a long and able 
epinion from Ex-Chief Jllstice Emery 
and hav" had it printed on om' records. 
Yeu and I know who owns these water 
powers and we know how they got 
them. \Ve know that for years these' 
men haye come to this LegisL:iture and 
hay€' bl:'en given franchises, 
ri£?:ht~, dam ri~,htR. eminent 

fio\vag-e 
domain 

rights, rights to flow and take public 
lands and everything else that belonged 
to the people of this State. \Ve now 
want to know if anything is left, and 
how the whole situation can best be 
handled for the general public interest. 

In this State we have three great 
storage systems that have been devel
oped by private capital for increasing 
the water supply, The TIipogenus
Chesuncook system on the Penobscot, 
the ::V[oosehead on the Kennebec, andl 
the Magalloway on the Androscoggin. 
The operation of these reservoirs is to 
collect the flood flow in the spring, and 
to release the stered waters in the fall 
and winter during the period of low 
water. You can readily see th'lt this 
greatly illcrease~ the power develop
ments dOWll river, and not one, but ev
(-'ry ,'O\Vf'T user (.n th0 river belo\v, if~ 

benertco bv iL 
The Hipogel1lm-Che~uncook Storage 

flyst0m i~ the largest with I'J billion 
cubic fept. This gi\'es to the dams now 
011 the ri YET, 'm increascd horse power 
of ;]4,400. 

The l\[oosehead Lake System Witl1 
23 hillion C'l1bic feet giyo:-; an incretu-;p!j 
horse power of 1:;,900. 

The ]\fagalloway Sy,stem with 9 1-2 
hillion culdc f\..~0t gi\'E's an increased 
hon'? pmver of IS,SeO. This systern, alOll" 
will run all the Lewiston mills for 6') 
:'lays eY,"n if there was no other water 
in tIl(' ri\"e1'. 

It is f'stim:l ted by thC' Gener:ll Elc,e
tric Company that one (1) wat('r horso 
powC'r ,viII do the work of 13 tons of 
coal, and tl10ugh this ,vas questioned at 
one cf 0111' hf>'lrin.2's, I h'l\'e a state
ment from 0118 of thC' officials of th'lt 
['ompany tl1at this figure is COfl'pct. On 
thf'se threp stor<lg'f' sv;:::tems are ,c;cn
f,rat0.1 67,100 additional horse power 
['reate·1 sol ply hy the stor'lge (lams to 
(lo the \york of which would rcqu!l'e 
S72.0nO tons of eonl. Gpntlemen: Wf'. 
~r\pl1fl our time hC're rtrguillg oyer a mill 
jax, o\"p1' a f('w thousand doll'll'>' nskf'd 
for 1'("\(1s, 0,"01' tl1<' nec·ds of onr Stfttf' 
institutions. oyer a hundred Ot.h('i' 

'm0D,Sur0S imr)()rtnnt, ns they are, flnd 
then ~'('nr aft(·r veal' neglect th" grent
('st, most far-reaching, most "it'll of 
thpm all. 

The water power interests around 
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this State House are opposing this 
legislation because, they say, it will 
discourage the investment of private 
capital and consequently will retard 
the full development of our water pow
er resources. On the contrary, I be
lieve that wise and fair legislation like 
this, will clear the atmosphere of the 
doubts and uncertainties of the present 
situation. Let us not be blinded by 
the dust which selfish interests throw 
into our eyes. It is generally conceded 
that in years past, these very interests 
have been actively engaged in forcing 
issues upon us, in keeping us in a tur
moil over other matters, in order to at
tract Our attention away from this, the 
greatest issue of all. 

This water power agitation comes 
about from a widespread feeling that 
the rights of our people are being tak
en from us by private corporations. It 
is safe to assert that the people of 
Maine believe that wrongs have been 
committed, and they not only want to 
redress these wrongs, but they insist 
upon a policy that will prevent their 
recurrence. If this bill is defeated, it 
will give the water power people a 
brief two years more of peace, but no 
matter who comes here two years from 
now, this conservation movement will 
gain strength and is bound to win in 
the end. Its success is inevitable. 
Would it not be the part of wisdom 
for these corporations to accept, even 
to advocate, the passage of such a law 
which is fair to all, and which, above 
all, may lead to the establishment of 
some policy under which they can then 
act within the law. New capital seek
ing investment will then know what 
the State of Maine's policy is. They 
will then know it can be relied upon, 
and that We all want to encourage the 
immediate development of these re
sources. Radical and hostile legisla
tion will then have but little chance of 
making headway in the face of a broad, 
well_defined state policy. 

These companies have brought upon 
themselves the troubles which now 
face them. Their arbitrary methods, 
their powerful lobbies, all inflame the 
public mind. One of these lobbyists 
asked me contemptuously, "Who is be
hind this bill?" I replied, "A good 

many of the people of the State of 
Maine are behind it, and I am doing 
what I can to help them." In speak
ing of this to one of the leading hydro
electrical engineers of the State, I 
urged him to help in the passage of 
this law, since he admitted it was fair 
and just. I told him of the distrust in 
which many of the companies were 
held. He replied, "The people hate us 
now, and a little more or less doesn't 
matter." Such a short-sighted policy! 
vVhy not meet the people half way and 
show a spirit of conciliation, instead of 
increasing the hostile feelings now ex
isting between the corporations and 
the people. 

This same engineer in speaking of 
the unsettled state of feeling in Maine, 
and the dread which corporations had 
of investing in loca.tions where they 
were likely to be disturbed, told the 
story of the president of a large in
dustry who was seeking a site for a 
factory in Maine. This president was 
being told of the great water power 
privileges at Moosehead lake which 
were being offered him. He inter
rupted the engineer and said "r hire 
men to find out all about that; all I 
want to know is, what sort of laws do 
you have in Maine; will we be let 
alone," or words to that effect. I should 
not quote this, had it not become com
mon gossip about the lobbies of this 
capitol. We have good laws in Maine, 
and we encourage the legitimate devel_ 
opment of private enterprises, and We 
let people alone as long as they do what 
is right. 

We want to encourage development 
both large and small; but in doing so 
we must not let the control and regula
ticn of it pass entirely out of the hands 
of the State. Each horse power devel
oped from now on, means a saving to 
Our people, and the stopping of need
less waste. I urge the passage of this 
bill 2.S much from the point of view of 
private capital as from that of the pub
lic welfare. Let this commission sug
gest some constructive plan, let the 
legislature adopt it, and there will be 
no lack of capital seeking investment 
in the water powers of Maine. 

In lool{ing over the cost of this pro
posed commission, you will see that the 
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bill calls for an appropriation of $12,- not at fault for that, and kept right at 
500 for 1917, and $15,000 for 1918. work in spite of the attitude of the Gov-
This will be expended as follows: ernor. 

For 1917, $fiOOO for the investigation The subject of water powers is so 
of water powers; $2500 for stream vast, so tremendous, that no one man 
measurements and data connected with can do it justice. I have not even at
same and $50(10 for the topographical tempted to touch upon it except as to 
survey maps, m:aking a total of $12,- its relation to the bill before us. We 
500. have much work to do during the few 

This does not increase by a single days of the session remaining to us. I 
dollar the appropriations already asked cannot quite understand the pOint of 
for by the public utilities commission view of some of the members of this 
and by the Governor's budget. The House. In private conversation they 
utilities commission have asked for assure me that they believe we should 
$7,500 for this very work and the do something to conserve our present 
governor in his budget has recom_ and our future rights. They say that 
mended that $5,000 more be spent on they yield to no one in their desire to 
water power investigation, for he has protect the State of Maine's greatest as
never for a moment lost his interest in set. but when the deadly parallel col
this great question. umns of the yea and nay vote are seen, 

For 1918, the items will be the same, their names are invariably found on the 
except for an additional $2,500 for the corporation side. 
topographical maps. These maps, it There is no question which so inti
may be explained, are of great value mately affects the welfare of this, and 
in determining water power possibilities. succeeding generations as that of our 
The United States Government moreover 
pays one-half the cost, and for every water powers. When you vote on this 
dollar we appropriate for this work, the bill, think of your neighbors who sent 
Federal Government appropriates anoth- you here to represent them, and think of 

er thus doubling the amount available ;:~:ny~~ma;e ~~t:ra~h~o t:e:~o:,hen :~i~ 
for the work. In speaking of these fight has just begun; whatever this leg
maps, we should not overlook the fact islature may do is but a step, forward 
that as a means of National prepared-
ness, and from a military standpoint or backward, as the case may be. When 
alone, they are of incalculable value. As the people of Maine see what is before 

for the expenses of the commiSSioners, 
they are nothing. During the four years 
of the existence of the storage com
mission, the members practically paid 
all their own expenses and of all the 
money handled by them during those 
years, not over a total of $200 was paid 
for their t'xpenses. It will be said that 
the former storage commission met but 
twice a year. They did so in the spring 
when they laid out their work, and in 
the fall when they met to take account 
of what had been accomplished. These 
were the formal meetings. The mem
bers of the commission kept In touch 
with the work and with the chief engi
neer throughout the year. When Gov-

them, when the issues and the questions 
are made clear, and they will be made 
so, there will be no doubt in the minds 
of any of us, what the verdict of the 
people is to be. 

Mr. Speaker, I think I have already 
moved that the minority report be ac
cepted. 

The motion was agreed to and the bilI, 
House Document No. 710, had its three 
readings under suspension of the rules 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak
er, there is on the table a resolve for 
the erection of an armory in Lewiston 
and another one for the erection of an 

ernor Haines was in office, as chairman armory in Bangor. They are not upon 
of the commission, he never called them the calendar. With the consent of the 
together, as he was hostile to the work House, I would like to take up first the 
of the commission and was instrumental resolve in favor of Lewiston for the 
in abolishing it. The commission was purpose of proposing an amendment. 
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The SPEAKER: Of course the gen
tleman from Houlton understands that 
it will be necessary to suspend the rules 
and take t11is out of order. This is to 
further the work of the preparedness 
committee I suppose. 

Mr. BARNES: It is, lVIr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Does the Chair un
derstand that the gentleman has an 
'amendment to propose'? 

Mr. BARNES: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 

On motion by ]\11'. Earnes of Houlton, 
the House voted to suspend the rules to 
consider out of order Senate Bill No. 28. 
On further motion by the same gentle
man, the House voted to reconsider its 
action whereby Senate Document No. 28 
was passed to be engTossell. 

Mr. BARNE:o>: A word merely, Mr. 
Speaker, of explanation relative to both. 
,It is conceived now that they should be 
l11ade emergency lueasures and it seems 
'desirable that they should be placed in 
'such position that the expenditures can 
be from the fund authorized this morn
ing. ,Vith your permission I will read 
the amendment. 

House Amendment "A" to Senate Docu
ment No. 2S, being a Resolve appropriat
ing money for the erection and equip
ment of a State armory for the use of the 
National Guard in the city of Lewiston. 
. Amend Senate Document ~'o. 28, by 
striking out all after the title of said re
'solve and inserting in place thereof tile 
following: 

Whereas, the people of Maine fin't 
themselves in what is Virtually a staLe 
-of war with a foreign power, and where
as it is the duty of the State of" Maino 
to equip herself to discharg'e hel' full 
'obligations as a member of the Unite.l 
.states, and 

Whereas, armories for the assembling. 
training and drilling of troops are imme
iliately ,necessary for the preservation of 
the public peace, health and safety, 

Now therefore, be it resolved: 
Sec. 1. That there be and hereby is ap

propriated and that the Governor and 
Council are hereby authorized to expend 
from any funds in the treasury not oth
-erwise apiJropriated, 'and in particular and 
especially from the fund appropriated by 

the present legislature for purposes of 
war, the sum of $80,000 in the year 1917 in 
the erection and equipment of an armory 
building in the city '-of Lewiston for the 
use of the .National Guarcl of Ole ;;tate 
of Maine in said city, pl'ovicled that the 
city of Lewiston shall furnish a lot or 
site for said armory building acceptable 
to the Governor and the commission to 
be appointed for the building of such 
armory, and shall deed the same to the 
State upon the passage of this resolve, 
or when required by the commission here
in provided for; said sum to be expended 
for the above purposes by a commis
sion consisting of the adjutant general, 
two citize.ns of the city of Lewiston and 
two citizens of the city of Bangor, to be 
appointed by the Governor, subject. how
ever, to the supervision and direction of 
the State Armory Commission to whom 
said armory shall be turned over for the 
lJenefit of the State aforesaid upon its 
completion and acceptance. 

Sec. 2. In view of the emergency ex
pressed in the preamble hereof" this re
solve shall- take effect when approved. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the amendment was adopted, and the 
resolve having had its two readings was 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. 

On 111otion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the rules were suspended and the House 
voted to reconsider its action with refer
ence to House Document Xo. 102. Re
solve for the erection of a State armory 
for the use of the National Guard of the 
city of Bangor. 

On further motion by the same gen
tleman, the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby House bill Xo. 102 was 
passed to be engrossed, 

Mr. BARXES: Mr. Speal,er, I would 
suggest an amendment exactly the same 
as the other one except that the word 
."Bangor" is used in place of "Lewiston." 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the amendment as pro
posed by the gentleman from Houlton, 
.Mr. Barnes, be adopted? 

The amendment was acl~oPted and the 
resolve having had its 'two several read-
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ings was passed to be engrossed 
amended by House Amendment A. 

as bills and resolves relating to appropria-. 
tions for highway repairs and construc-
tion in certain cities and towns was ac-

The SPEAKER: Unless the Chair is cepted. 
misinformed or lllistaken, the next thing 
on the calendar to come before the House 
is the majority' and minority reports of 
the committee on judiciary, the majority 
reporting "ought not to pass" and l11i

nority reporting "ought to pass" on An 
Act to amend Section I, Chapter 60, Re
vised Statutes, entitled "Transmission of 
Electric Power beyond the Limits of the 
State Prohibited," and the pending Clues
tion is the acceptance of either report. 

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bingham, 
another report of the same committee, 
"ought not to pass" on certain bills and 
resolves relating to appropriations for 
highway repairs and construction in cer
tain cities and towns was accepted. 

Mr. HOUXDS of Portland: With refer
ence to the resolve that I tabled in regard 
to the soldiers, I have conferred with the 
Governor and he affixes this amend-

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, ment to it and he would like for it to go 
the House voted to suspend the 1"Ule3 through. If in order, I would like to take 
and take up out of oreler Senate Document it up at this time. 
No. 298, An Act to amend Sections 55, 56, On motion by the gentleman from 
57, 58, 59, 61 and 62 of Chapter 16, Hevisell Portland, Mr. Hounds, the Resolve was 
Statutes, to provide for the formation of taken from the table relating to pay for 
unions for the employment of superin- National Guard and Xaval Reserves of 
tendents of schools. the State of lvlaine, under suspension of 

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bingham, 
the bill was passed to be enacteeL 

Mr. DUTTOX of Bingham: Mr. Speaker, 
I tabled the next two measures in 'the 
hope that in one of them I had cornered 
the Jackman and RockWOOd road; but I 

the rules. 
Mr. Rounds offered House Amendment 

A as follows: 
Amend Resolve relating to the pay of 

the National Guard and Naval Reserves 
of the State of Maine by adding in the 
fifth line after the word "State" the 

find that it was not contained in either words 'not exceeding the sum of one 
one of those reports and that this morn- dollar' so that it shall read 'not exceeding 
ing, while I was absent from the House, the sum of 'one dollar.' 
it slid in and the report was accepted in The amendment was adopted and on 
concurrence, "ought not to pass." Conse- motion by Mr. Rounds, the resolve was 
quently, in regard to the next two meas- passed to be engrossed as amended by 
ures, I move the acceptance of the re- House Amendment A. 
port of the commi ttee. 

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bingham, 
the report of the committee on ways and 
bridges, "ought not to pass" on certain 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au
gusta, 

Adjo\lrned until 9.30 Thursday morning. 


