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HOUSE.

Monday, April 2, 1917.

The House met according to ad-
Journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev, Mr.
Augusta.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Layton of

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Chapter 295 of the Public Laws of
1915, relative to compensation to em-
ployees for personal injuries. In the
House this hill was passed to he en-
grossed in non-concurrence. The bill
comes from the Senate that body in-
sisting on its former action in the ac-
ceptance of the majority report “ought
not to pass.”

On motion by Mr., Descoteaux of
Riddeford, the House voted tc ingist on
ils action in passing the bhill to be en-
grossed and that a committee of con-
ference be appointed.

The Chair appointed on such com-
mittee Messrs. Descoteaux of Bidde-
ford, Wilson of Portland and Hanson
of Suco.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of the State School for Girls for furn-
ishings and equipment for the new
central building for the year 1918. In
the House this resolve was finally
passed on March 27. This comes from
the Senate, that body voting to in-
definitely postpone the resolve in non-
concurrence with the action of the
House.

On motion by Mr. Cole of Eliot, the
House voted to recede from its former
action and concur with the Senate in
indefinitely postponing the measure.

From the Senate: An Act to incor-
porate the Casco Water, Electric Light
and Power Company. In the House
this bill was passed to be engrossed as
amcnded by House Amendments A and
B. This comes from the Senate, bill
rend twice, House Amendment A

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOT:SF, APRIL 2, 1917

-

adopted. House Amendment B  in-
definitely postponed and the bill passed
to be engrossed as amended by Heouse
Ameadment A\ in non-concurence.

n motion by Mr. Baxter of Port-
lznd, tabled and especially assigned for
toraorrow.

Trom the Senate: Resolve in favor of
tne General Knox Chapter of the
Duaughters of the American Revolution
of Thomaston, Maine, and the Knox
Academy of Arts and Sciences. In the
House, this matter was referred to the
next legislature. Comes from the Sen-
ate that body voting to insist on its
former action and appoint a commit-
tex of conference. The members ap-
pointed cn the part of the Senate were
Senators Butler of Knox, Walker of
Somerset and Holt of Cumberland.

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Port-
land, the House voted to insist on its
former action in referring the matter
to the next legislature and join in the
committee of conference.

The Chair named as such committee
Messrs. Baxter of Portland, Williams
o Auburn and Messer of Union.

From the S:znate: Resolve relating to
he equestrian statue of Major Gen-
eral Oliver O. Howard and Brevet
Major General Joshua L. Chamberlain
at Gettysburg. In the House this re-
solve was referred to the next legisla-
ture. Comes from the Senate that
body insisting on its former action and
appointing a committee of conference.
The President of the Senate appointed
as members of such committee Sena-
ters Butler of Knox, Walker of Som-
erset and Holt of Cumberland.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, the House voted to insist on its
former action and join with the Senate
in appointing a committee of confer-
ence.

The Chair appointed as such com-
mittee Messrs., Farrington of Augusta,
Eaton of Rumford and Barnes of Houl-
ton.

From the Senate: Senate Report,
The committee on judiciary on An Act
to amend Section 20, Chapter 144 of
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the Revised Statutes of 1916, relating

to the commitment of girls to the
State School for Girls, have had the
same under consideration and ask

leave to report that the same ought to
pass. Came from the Senate, report
read and accepted. Bill given its two
several readings. Senate Amendment
A adopted. Bill passed to he engrossed
as amended by Senate Amendment A,

Senate Amendment A to Senate Doc-
ument Number 341.

Amend said bill by ingerting after
the word “girl” in the 21st line the fol-
lowing words: “If the officer to whom
the mittimus or order of commitment
is addressed is not a woman” Comes
from the Senate adopted March 30.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the ITouse voted to adopt Senate
Amendment A in concutrrence and on
further motion by the same gentleman,
the rules were suspended and the bill
eiven its three several readings and
passed to be engrossed as amended by
Senate Amendment A in concurrence,

Senate Bills on First Reading.

Scenate 411, An Act to repeal all spe-
cial and private laws relating to the

taking of migratory fish in Dennys
River.
Senate 412, An Act to amend Sec-

tion 18 of Chapter 45 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to the rcgula-
tion of the lobster industry.

Senate 170. An Act to amend Scc-
tion 23 of Chapter 26 oi the Revised
Statutes of 1616, rclating to the regis-
tration of motor vehicles.

The rules were suspended and the
bilis were given their three geveral
readings and passed to be engrossed in
concurrence,

From the Senate:
minority report from committee on
judiciary. Majority report. The com-
mittee on judiciary to which was re-
ferred Resolve in favor of Deforest
Keyes have had the same under con-
sideration and ask leave to report the
same ought not to pass. Signed,
Messrs, Barnes, Gurney, Hutching,
Davies, Cole, Gillin, Dearth. Minority
report of same committee  on  same
subject matter, reporting “ought to
pass,” signed Messrs. Baxter, Farring-

Majority and
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ton, Deering. In the Senate, the major-
ity report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Jordan of Bailey-
ville, the House voted to accept the
majority report in concurrence.

I'rom the Senate: Final reports of
committee on interior waters, commit-
tec on public health,

The reports werc accepted in concur-
rence.

From the Senate: Message from the
Governor.

(I'or text of message see pages 1143
and 1144)

Orders.

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I would like to ask for a suspension of
the rules of this Ilouse in order that I
may introduce an emergency measure
pertaining to the city of Portland. I do
not know whether it is in order for me
to explain about this pending the motion,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER:
it is.

Mr. ALLAN: As the gentlemen of the
House will remember, there is now go-
ing on at Washington a conference with
reference to the policy of this nation in
the future, whether we shall have war or
not, and what action this country will
take if there is war. If war shall occur,
many of the cities and towns of our State
will be exposed to its ravages; among
others the city of Portland. The city of
Tortland now is the terminal of the Grani
Trunk Railroad System of Canada, anid
is in direct connection with London and
Liverpool,—a very essential factor in
case war should break out between this
country and Germany. The Grand Trunk
Railroad Company maintains large docks
and wharves at Portland. It also has
large grain elevators there for the pur-
pose of storing grain until it is tran-
sported. In the event of injury to any
one of these docks in case of war with
any power, the result will be very bad
to ourselves and to our country. Fur-
thermore, I am informed from recliable
sources that sinister influences are now
at work in Portland. We heard from one

The Chair rules that
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of them in one of the forts a week or so
ago. I understand from these sources
that the detective officers of the city are
being spied upon, and in many cases ithey
have been followed about from place to
blace in the city of Portland by persons
unknown to them or to anyone elsge.
There is also a great apprehension of
fires in the city, involving the populous
sections of our city as well as the Grand
Trunk property.

At the present time, our police force is
occupied with its regular work so that it
is almost impossible to place guards at
the Grand Trunk Station or public places
and tojo whatever else should be done
of that nature. For that purpose, and in
order to cover this matter, 1 am request-
ed by the executive officers of the city
of Portland to present this emergency
madtter providing for the appointment or a
reserve police force to consist of such
numbers of men as the mayor and board
of aldermen of the city of Portland deem
necessary, to be called into effect only 1n
case of emergency or in time of great
danger. The act provides for the ap-
pointment of these men by the mayor
and board of aldermen, to serve at the
pleasure of the mayor and board of alder-
men, and to act in conjunction with the
regular police force of the city of Port-
land, and all to be under the direct con-
trol of the mayor of our cily. It also pro-
vides that members of the police force
who shall join the reserve force shall
have the benefit of the Workmen's Com-
pensation Law if injury results to them
while they are in the employ of the city;
and any member of the regular police
force who may be appointed to act as an
officer of the reserve shall still retain his
position on the regular force. It has nc
effect whatever on the regular police
force of the city of Portland, and simply
provides for such additional number of
men to protect the city and its property.

I move you, Mr. Speaker, that this
emergency bill be received without refer-
ence to a committee and that it take its
first, second and third readings and bz
passed to be engrogsed under a suspen-
sion of the rules.

The motion was agreed to.

Bill, An Act to create a volunteer po-
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lice reserve force in the city of Portland,
then had its three several readings un-
der a suspension of the rules and was
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I have a resolve that I would like to in-
troduce at the present time under a sus-
pension of the rules and out of order,

Permission being given, the following
resolve “was introduced:

“Resolve relating to pay for the Na-
tional Guard and Naval Reserve.

Resolved, that there shall be paid
from any funds in the State treasury to
each persor who shall enlist and eacn
person now enlisted in the National
Guard in the State of Maine, and who
shall be mustered into the service of the
United States on the quota of this State,
the sum of one dollar for each and every
day that he shall be in the service of the
United States during the existence of
war or during the existence of a state of
war, Such sum be paid to such per-
son at the expiration of his service upon
the cessation of the state of war; or, if
such person shall have any person or
persons dependent upon him for support,
said sum shall be paid monthly to such
dependents as the soldier shall desig-
nate.”

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, of course
at this time we all want to see justice
done to everybody. A good many young
people have got to go away to war and
they have got to leave their dependents
behind them. Those who went down to
Mexico last spring left a good many not
able to take care of themselves. There-
fore T move that this resolve have a
passage.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr, Speaker,
The committee of one hundred which met
at the Falmouth Hotel in Portland the
last of last week appointed sub-commit-
tees to accomplish the wvarious woerks
which devolved upon them and among
other sub-committees there was a legisla-
tive committee appointed, the secretary
of which has been in the city for the last
few days; and they are aiming to ac~
complish the same object that the gen-
tleman frem Portland (Mr. Rounds) seeks
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to accomplish in his resolve. I rise now
to inquire if there will be any objectioa
on the part of the gentleman from Port-
land to table his measure until the so-
called Military Laws are drafted.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr., Speaker and Gen-
tlemen of the House: I have no objec-
tion to tabling the order for a reasonable
time; but this is a time when we have
got to act. We have got to do something
to get these young men to enlist, and, ir
we do not do it, we are not. oing to geu
our quota. In the city of Portland Satur-
day night they were over 200 short, and I
expect every town in the State is. The
young men are loath to enlist when they
have those who are dependent upon them.
Therefore I think it is no more than right
that we take steps to look after them,
and take some action so that we may get
these matters in such shape that Maine
will be on deck with her quota. I there-
fore do not want it tabled for any length
of time for somebody to hem and haw
over. Let’'s act now and we will know
where we are. If the gentleman wants
to table it for 24 hours, I am perfectly
willing he should do so, but I do not
want to table it longer at this late stage
of the session. We want to get them to
enlist now. We do not want to wait until
some later time. (Applause).

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the regolve was tabled and assigned for
tomorrow.

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, It was

Ordered, that when the House adjourn,
it ‘adjourn to meet at nine o'cleck Tues-
day morning, April three.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: My
Speaker, I move the rules be suspend-
ed in order that I may introduce a
resolve on the prevalent topic of water
storage and water power that it may
be under discussion together with
the other matters of a similar nature
tomorrow.

Unanimous consent was given and
Mr. Barnes of Houlton introduced out
of order under suspension of the rules
the following resolve:

“Resolved, the
ring, that it is

Senate
the opinion

conceur-
of
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the 78th legislature of Maine now
in session that the storage reser-
voirs and basins in this State should
be conserved in some manner for the
benefit of the people and the industries
of the State and that no step should
be taken that will discourage capital
from continuing old industries or es-
tablishing new ones in this State or
that will make it more difficult for the
people of the State to be supplied with
light and power; and that it is the
opinion of the legislature that steps
should be taken to determine what
rights of ownership if any the State
has in storage reservoirs and Dbasins
and in water powers and that the State
should not part with its rights in any
water power or reservoir or basin ex-
cept after investigation and report by
some competent authority acting for it.

In pursuance of the foregoing, the
Public Utilities Commission is hereby
directed and ordered to make a care-
ful and thorough investigation of
both the developed and undeveloped
water powers and of the water storage
reservoirs and basins of this State to
see what rights remain to the State
thereunder and what are the possibili-
ties of development and the probable
cost of the same; and the said Com-
mission is hereby directed and ordered
to take up and continue the work be-
gun by the State Water Storage com-
mission which was created by Chap-
ter 212 of the Laws of Maine for 1909.

And the said commission is further
directed to make a full report with
such recommendations as it may deem
advisuable to the next legislature, and
it is further ordered that the sum of
$5000 is hereby appropriated for the
year 1317 and the sum of $5000 for
the year 19218, to be used by the said
Public TUtilities Commission in carry-
ing out the purposes of this resolu-
tion.”

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Port-
land, the resolve was received, 500
copies were ordered printed and it
was assigned for consideration to-
morrow morning, April third.

Reports of Committees

Repoert of the committee of confer-
ence on the disagreeing action of the
two branches of the legislature, on re-
solve in favor of Freeman Boynton of
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Boothbay Harbor for money paid in
lieu of military service; (House No.
391), reporting that they are unable to
agree;

(Signed) Coonant, Butler, Grant.
committee on part of the Senate;
Rounds, Harris Larrabee, committee

on part of the House.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, the House voted to accept the
report.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 move
if it be in order, that we insist, and
that another committee of conference
be appointed.

A viva voce vote being had,

The motion of the gentleman
Portland, Mr. Rounds, prevailed.

The Chair appointed as the
commitiee of conference Messrs.
of Kliot, Washburn of Ierry
Packard of Rockland.

from

new
Cole
and

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on
appropriations and financial affairs, on
resolves in favor of the committees
for expenses of committee incurred
during the session of the 78th legisla-
ture R. 1. Bussabarger, secretary,
committee school for feeble minded,
fifty-five dollars and forty-eight cents

$55.48;

W. J. Driscoll, secretary, committee
state prison, eighty dollars $80.00;
F. S. Packard, secretary, committee
State sanatoriums, fifty-five dollars

and twenty cents $55.20;
F. P. Washburn, secretary, committee
on educaticn, four hundred fifty-three

dollars and twenty-eight cents,
$453.28;
F. 1. Brown, secretary, committee

school for boys, and women’s reform-
atory, eighty dollars $80.00;

E. T. Hartwell, secretary, committee
Indian affairs, thirty-three dgsilars,
$33.00;

J. D. Phillips, secretary, committee in-
sane hospitals, thirty-eight dollars,
$38.00;
C. S. Brown, secretary, committee
special, fourteen dollars and thirty-
five cents, $14.35.

Reported the same in a new draft,
under title of “Resolve in favor of the
secretaries of the committees for ex-
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penses of committees incurred during
the session of the 78th legislature,”
and that it ought to pass.

(The rules were suspended and the
resolve had its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.)

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, on resolve in favor of securing
plang for a State library building, re-
ported same in a new draft, under
same title, and that it ought to pass;

(The rules were suspended and the
resolve had its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. McNally, from the commiltee on
inland fisheries and game, on remon-
strances of Iarry Ritchie and 14 others
and James (i. Brown and 29 others, of
Perry, against the passage of resident
hunters’ lizense act; reported that
the same be placed on file;

Mr. Spiers, from the committee on
public grounds and buildings, reported
“ought not 1o pass’” on resolve appro-
priating money for the purpose of in-
stalling a hot water system in the
State House lavatories;

Majority and minority report of the
committee on temperance.

Majority report of the committee on
temperance, to which was referred bill
entitled “An Act to prohibit the im-
rortation of intoxicating liguors into
Maine for beverage purpcses”, report-
ing the same ‘ought not to pass”.
Signed Peterson, Longley, Allan, Pat-
tee, Pendexter, Bragdon and Holt of
Cumberland. Minority report of the
same committee on same subject mat-
ter, reporting ‘““ought to pass’; signed
Andrews, Welch.

On motion by Mr. Andrews of War-
ren, tabled pending the acceptance of
either report.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Portland,
the rules were suspended and the
above reports were assigned for Thurs-
day, April 5.

Mr. Besse, frcm the committee on
ways and bridges, reported “ought not
to pass” on Resolve amending Article
9 of the Constitution, so as to provide
for a bond issue for permanent im-
provement cf highway;
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(Tabled by Mr. Wilson of Portlond
pending acceptance).

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on the following re-
solves:

Resolve in favor of the town of Houl-
ton;

Resolve in favor of repairing road in
the town of Pembroke;

Resolve in favor of repairing and re-
building road in the town of Stetson,
county of Penobscot;

Resolve appropriating money to aid
in building a road around Chick Hill,
so called, in the town of Amherst in
Hancock county and the town of Clif-
ton in Penobscot county;

Resolve appropriating a certain sum
of money for the repair and permanent
improvement cof highway in Ellsworth;

Resolve apprepriating a certain sum
of mceney for repair and permanent im-
provement of highway in the town of
Trenton.

Resolve in favor of the military road
in the town of Mattawamkeag;

Resolve appropriating money for the
repair of the highway in Lexington
plantation in Scemerset county;

Resolve in favor of aid in repairing
highway in the towns of Salem and
Freeman;

Resolve appropriating a sum of mon-
ey for aid in building a road in the
town of Oxforg;

Resolve appropriating money for aid
in repairing the road leading from
Leonard bridge to Winnecook station
in the town of Burnham;

Resolve appropriating a sum of mon-
ey for the repair and permanent im-
provement of the highway leading from
Jones Bridge to plantation No. 21, in
the town of Mariaville;

Resolve appreopriating certain sums
of money for building a road around
Chick Hill in the towns of Amherst
and Clifton. (with accompanying pe-
titions.)

Resolve in favor of a roadway in
townships No. 5 and 6, Ninth Range N.
W. P., in the county of Piscataquis,
(with accompanying petitions).

Resolve appropriating twelve hun-
dred dollars to aid the town of French-
ville in straightening and reducing the
grade of St. Luce Church hill. (with
accompanying petition);
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Resolve in favor of rebuilding a high-
way in the town of Phillips;

Resolve in favor of rebuilding a high-
way in the town of Weld;

Resolve in favor of relocation of a
portion of the Houlton road in the town
of Baileyville, county of Washington,
(recommitted). (Tabled hy Mr. Dutton
of Bingham, pending acceptance).

Mr. Hammond, from same committee,
reported same on Resolve amending ar-
ticle nine of the Constitution so as to
permit an increased bond issue for con-
struction and improvement of State
and State-aid highways;

(Tabled by Mr. Redman of Ellsworth
pending acceptance).

Mr. Messer, from same commitiee, on
bill “An Act to amend Section 23 of
Chapter 26 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to registration of motor veh-
icles;” reported that the same ought
hot to pass, as subject matter is con-
tained in bill previously reported “ought
to pass’’;

Mr. Sawyer, from the same com-
mittee, which was instructed by an or-
der of the Legislature to inauire into
the cxpediency of directing the State
Highway Commission to file with the
legislature an itemized statement of all
expenditures incurred by it during the
past two years, which statement should
include particularly and in detail the
amount cxpended in actual road con-
struction, exclusive of surveys, inspec-
tion, salaries, ete., as well as a detailed
statement of all other expenditures; re-
sorted that legislation thereon is inex-
pedient;

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported ‘“ought not to pass” on
bill “An Act to amend Chapter 319 of
the Public Laws of 1915, entitled ‘An
Act to provide for State and county aid
in construction of highway bridges;”

Mr., Stubhs, from same committee, re-
ported same on bill “An Act to amend
Section 26 of Chapter 25 of the Revised

Statutes of 1916, relating to patrol
maintenance;”’
Same gentleman, from same com-

mittee on the following:

Resolve appropriating money to re-
pair the bridege connecting the town of
Buckspert with the town of Verona;
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Resolve in favor of the town of War-
ren for repair and maintenance of
bridge across tidal water (called the
“Toll Bridge”) at South Warren;

Resolve in favor of the construction
of a bridge across Cousin’s river in the
town of Yarmouth;

Resolve in favor of repair and re-
construction of a part of Lower Bridge
across Belfast Bay in the city of Bel-
fast;

Resolve in favor of aid in repairing
“Long Bridge”, so called in the town of
Plymouth;

Resolve in favor of an appropriation
for the construction of a bridge across
the Taunton river, between the towns
of Sullivan and Hancock, in the county
of Hancock;

Resolve appropriating a certain sum
of money to aid in the reconstruction of
a bridge in the city of Ellsworth;

Resolve for aid in the repair .of a
highway bhridge over the New Meadows
river near the New Meadows Inn, so
called, and connecting the town of
West IBath, in the county of Sagada-
hoec, with the town of Brunswick in the
counly of Cumberland:

Reported that the same ought not to
pass as the purposes of these resolves
can be obtained by complying with the
provisions of Chapter 319 of the Pub-
lic T.aws of 1915, being “An Act to pro-
vide for State and county aid in the
construction of highway bridges:”

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, reported “ought not to pass” on
bill “An Act to provide for the freeing
of Eliot toll bridge and authorizing
York county to maintain that part ly-
ing within said county;”

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, reported same on the following.

Resolve in aid of rebuilding Racoon
Gully  bridge and repairing Racoon
Gully hill in the town of Lyman;

Resolve in aid of rebuilding bridge in
the town of Alexander located on the
Calais and Alesxander road;

Resolve in favor of bridge in Reed
plantation in the county of Aroostook;

Resolve in favor of building bridge
across Allagash river in the plantation
of Allagash;

Resolve reimbursing the county com-
missioners of Penobscot county for the
cost of repairs to the State bridge
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across the I’encbscot river between the
city of Old Town and the town of Mil-
ford;

Resolve appropriating money for the
construction of a highway bridge across
Pleasant Pond Stream in Caratunk
plantation in Somerset county;

(Tabled by Mr. Dutton of Bingham
pending acceptance).

Mr. Washburn, from same Committee,
on Remonstrance of A. J. Preston and
six others, and Seth E. Gray and six
others, against the passage of Senate
Bill No. 151, taking the control of the
highways trom Township No. 14 in
Washington County, and Remonstrance
of Edw. K. Hart and thirty others,
against the passage of the Resolve re-
lating to repairing the road at Kidders
Hill, so called, in the town of Holden,
reported that the same be placed on file.

Same gentleman from same Commit-
tee, reported ‘“‘ought not to pass’ on
bill “An Act relating to vehicles, motor
cars and trucks.”

The reports were accepted.

Mr. BREWSTER of DPortland: Mr.
Speaker, I want to move for a suspen-
sion of the rules, and I would like to
state my purpose in go doing. The gen-
tleman from Bangor, Mr. Murray, very
kindly extended to the House an invi-
tation for Wednesday. He has not yet
reached the House today; but I under-
stand that the plans have been some-
what more matured in regard to the
trip to Bangor, and I move that the
rules be suspended and that the House
extend an invitation to Senator Gillin
to speak before it at this time, as it
will give us the only means of secur-
ing the information. He is now in the
House. (Applause.)

The SPEAKER: The House hears the
motion of the gentleman from Portland,
Mr, Brewster, that, by unanimous con-
sent, Senator Gillin of Penobscot Coun-
ty be given leave to speak in this body

for a member of his delegation, Mr.
Murray, who has not yet reached the
city.

Unanimous consent being granted,

Senator Gillin addressed the House as
follows:
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Mr., Speaker and Representatives: I
was in hopes that Brother Murray
would be present; but I got a communi-
cation from the chairman of the en-
tertainment that is to be given, and the
demonstration, over in Bangor which I
was to convey to him, in order that it
might be conveyed to your honorable
body this afternoon, giving you in de-
tail what they purpose doing, and this
will take me but a moment. The mayor
of our city, the chairman of all the dif-
ferent committees, and the people of
Bangor, extend to the House of Repre-
sentatives an invitation to leave Au-
gusta Wednesday morning at seven
o’'clock on a special train which the
ity of Bangor will furnish you; and
the members of the House, together
with the members of the Senate, will be
entertained—all of them-—at the Tarra-
tine Club on their arrival at DBangor,
under special committees appointed for
that purpose. That was a part of the
details which you did not have; and I
wish to extend to all of the Representa-
tives here the cordial invitation of the
people, through the Mayor, and particu-
larly all the people of Penobscot County
and the eastern section of the State.

Mr. Speaker and Honorable Represen-
tatives of the people 0of the State, allow
me to thank you for the courtesy and
consideration which yvou have extended
to me. T thank you, Mr. Speaker. (Ap-

plause.)
First Reading of Printed Bills and Re-
solves.

House 712. An Act to revise, collate,
arrange and simplify the Inland Fish
and Game I.aws of the State, both gen-
eral and public and private and special,
and the rules and regulations of the
Commissioners of Inland Fisheries and
Game now in force

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill was given its third reading and
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I move that we table House
Document 712 and T will state briefly to
the House my reason for doing so,
There is pending before the legislature
a bill which has not yet been acted on
in the Senate, with reference to a
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change in the law relating to commis-
sioners. It might become necessary to
amend this by changing the word “Com-
missioners” to ‘“Commissioner.” I there-
fore move that we reconsider the vote
whereby House bill 712 was passed to
be engrossed.

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion by Mr. Farrington,
the bill was tabled pending passage to
be engrossed.

House 718. An Act to authorize the
County of Piscataquis to reimburse the
town of Brownville to the extent of
thirty per cent. of its disbursements
in the construction of a bridge across
Pleasant River.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill was given its third reading and
passed to be engrossed. -

House 720. An Act to amend Section
60 of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes
of 1916, relating to the creation of a
sinking fund by cities and towns.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill had its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

House 721. An Act to amend Sec-
tions 92, 93 and 94 of Chapter Two of
the Revised Statutes relating to the es-
timated income and expenditures of the
State departments and institutions.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill had its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

House 722. An Act to authorize the
county of Aroostook to enlarge and re-
pair the court houses at Houlton and
Caribou in said county.

On metion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the bill had its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

House 724, An Act relating to qualifi-
cation of judges of municipal and police
courts.

On motion by Mr, Barnes of Houlton,
the bill had its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

Housc 713.
Cooley.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the resolve had its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

RResolve in favor of Rena
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House T15.
S. Hillman.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the resolve had its second reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

House 716. Resolve in favor of the
official reporter of the House for ser-
vices of assistant reporter, typewriter
operator and additional assistance in
the preparation and completion of the
Legislative Record, including installa-
tion and rental of dictating machines.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the resolve had its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

House 717. Resolve appropriating
money to pay Ethel M. Wade, stenog-
rapher and typist to the clerk of the
House.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the resolve had its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

House 719. Resolve in favor of cer-
tain employees of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

On meotion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the resolve had its second reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

House 723. Resolve appropriating
money for the care and maintenance of
Fort William Henry in the town of

ristol.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
the resolve had its second reading and
was passed to he engrossed.

Passed to be Enacted.

An Act to provide for discharge of

Resolve in favor of Mary

record attachments of real estate
which have lapsed.
An Act to extend the time within

which the provisions of Chapter 186 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1915,
providing for reorganization or con-
solidation of the railrocad companies
constituting the Doston and Maine
Railroad system, may be exercised.

An Act authorizing the Iiddeford
and Saco Watcr Company to increase
its capital stock and to hold sccurities
in other corporations.

An Act to amend Section 5 of Chap-
ter 117 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to the expenses of the justices of
the supreme judicial court.

An Act to amend Section 17 of Chap-
ter 8 of the Rovised Statutes, relating
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to the sale of timber on reserved lands
in all townships or tracts.

An Act to amend Section 42 of Chap-
ter 117 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to expenses of county commission-~
ers,

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 285 of the Private and Special
T.aws of 1854, relating to the erection

of wooden buildings in the city of
Portland.
An Act to amend Paragraph 1 of

Section 4 of Chapter 72 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the appointment
of guardians.

An Act to secure information relat-
ing to the vearly cut of timber from
the wild 1and townships.

An Act in addition to Sections 44,
45, 46 and 47 of Chapter 86 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to attachment
of property mortgaged or pledged.

An Act providing for monthly pay-
ment of salaries of county officials.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 11 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the collection of taxes and the com-
mitment of poll taxes in incorporated
places.

An Act to prevent discrimination
against soldiers and sailors in the ser-
vice of the United States or State of
Maine, on account of their uniform.

An Act to amend Section 58 of Chap-
ter 64, of the Ilevised Statutes, relative
to the licensing c¢f  children’s homes
and matcernity hospitals,

An Act amending Section 14 of
Chapter €5 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to custody of minor children of
divorced parents.

An Acet to amend Section 79 of Chap-
ter b7 of the Ievised Statutes, relating
to speed of trains over and obstruction
of grade crossings.

An Act to incorporate the Summer
Harbor Water Combpany.

An Act to amend Scction 19 of Chap-
ter 86 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to service of writs on corporations,

An Act to amend Sections 12 and 13
of Chapter 37 of the Revised Statutes
relative to the inspection of milk, and
to provide a penalty for interference
with inspoctors appointed by cities and
towns in the performance of their du-
ties.

An Act to provide for the expenses of
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the Legislature, for salaries fixed by
law, tor departmental expenses of the
State government and for the main-
tenance of the several State institu-
tions during the period of the biennial
sessions of the Legislature.

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 76 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to notices upon petitions for sale
of real estate.

An Act to incorporate the Invest-
ment insurance & Guaranty Company.

An Act to amend Chapter 213 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1915, relativs
to the granting of licenses for certain
businesses and purposes by the municipal
officers of the city of Portland;

An Act to amend Section 20 of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes, and increas-
ing the salary of the chief clerk in the
oftice of State superintendent of public
schools;

An Act to amend Section 28 of Chapter
45 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
violations of the lobster law;

An Act to provide for card index for
probate registry of Aroostook county;

An Act to amend Section 8 of Chapter
65 of the Revised Statutes, relative to
time of hearing of libels for divorce;

An Act amending Section 17 of Chapter
45 of the Revised Statutes, relative to
granting lobster licenses;

An Act to amend Section 32 of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes, increasing
the salary of the clerk of the board of
State assessors;

An Act relating to the place of payment
in this State of dividends declared by
foreign mutual fire insurance companies;

An Act to amend Section 16 of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes, increasing
the salary of State treasurer;

An Act in relation to the duties of
county attorneys;

An Act to amend Chapter 452 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1897, relating
to the trustees of the fund for the sup-
port of the Episcopate of the Protestant
Episcopal church in the diocese of Maine;

An Act to amend Section 24 of Chapter
58 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
unclaimed baggage and merchandise tran-
sported by street railways;

An Act to accept the benefits of an Act
of Congress to provide for the promoticn
of vocational education;
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An Act to amend Sections 4, 5 and 7 of
Chapter 95 of the Revised Statutes, in re-
lation to mortgages of real estate;

An Act providing for the control of the
white pine blister rust and other fungus
and insect pests;

An Act to authorize the town of Yar-
mouth to supply gas and electricity;

An Act to amend Section 36 of Chap-
ter 26 of the Revised Statutes, fixing a
fee for registering motor cars in neutral
automobile zones;

An Act to amend Sections 37 and 4 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, in-

creasing the salaries of county attorney

and assistant county attorney for Cum-
berland county and to provide for clerk
hire in said county attorney’s office;

An Act to amend Section 3 of Chapter
384 of the Private and Special Laws of
1907, increasing the salary of the re-
corder of the Old Town municipal court;

An Act amendatory of and additional to
Chapter 44 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1887, relating to the Skowhegan
Water District;

An Act to amend Sections 55, 56, 57, b8,
59, 61 and 62 of Chapter 16 of the Re-
vised Statutes, to provide for the forma-
tion of unions for the employment of
superintendents of schools;

Mr. JORDAN. of Baileyville: Mr.
Speaker, I move this act be indefinitely
postponed.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. Speaker,
1 believe there are a great many inter-
ested in this measure who are not here.
I move that it lie on the table until to-
morrow.

A viva voce vote being taken,
The motion to table prevailed.

An Act relating to the department of
electrical appliances of the city of Port-
land;

On motion by Mr, Farrington of Au-
ensta, An Act to revise, collate, ar-
range and simplify the inland fish and
game laws of the State, both general
ansd public and private and speeial,
and the rules and regulations of the
commiseioners of inland fisheries and
game. now in force, was taken from
the table.
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Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, T find that the matter that I
had in mind bas been all taken care of,
and I move that this hill he pasced to
be engrossed.

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House An Act to amend
Chapter 117, Section 18, Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the insurance depart-
ment, tabled by Mr. Cole of Eliot,
pending third reading, bheing House
Document No. 657.

Mr. COLE of EKliot: M. Speaker, I
move the indefinite postponcment of
that measure. I understand, Mr.
Speaker, that when that measure was
introduced it was thought that the sal-
ary of the iasurance commisgioner,
which was then $2000, should be re-
duced to equalize that salary with
those in other departments; hut this
present legislature has raised the sal-
aries of the other departments to a
sum above that amount, so that if this
matter zhould go through, the insur-
ance commissioner would be the only
man in the State at the head of a de-
partment whese salary had  becn cut
and who was not receiving the same as
the clerks in other departinents such as
the State board of charities and the
public utilitiex, Still, T have no inter-
est, hut it zecms to me he ought not to
be made a target and his salary cut
when he others are raised. If the oth-
ers had been left alone and he had been
reduced to equal them, it would have
been all right, but certainly he ought
not to be reduced and the others
raised. I will yield to the gentleman
from Stonington, Mr. Harman.

Mr. HARMAN of Stonington: Mr,
Speaker, I simply wish to second the
motion.

The pending question being the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Eliot, Mr.
Cole, that the bill be indefinitely post-
poned,

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays he-
fore the House An Act to regulate the
operation of jitney busses or any other
steam or motor driven vehicle, House
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Document No. 678, tabled by Mr
Descoteaus: of Biddeford, pending third
reading.

Mr. Descoteaux of Biddeford offered
House Ameondiment A as  follows and
moved its pasage:

“Section 1 of House Bill No. 678 is
hereby amended by striking out in the
fifth line the words ‘passengers or’ so
that said section as amended shall read
as follows:

‘Sect. 1. The State highway coni-
mission meay, upon proper application
in writing, grant permits for the opera-
tion of jitney busses, so-called, or any
other steain or motor vehicles making
regular schedule trips for the carriage
ot freight from one point to another,
over any street, highway or bridge, and
may make regulations limiting the rate
of speed of such vehicles, their weight,
the load they may carry, and the time
of vear during which they may oper-
ate, and ary other regulations which in
the opinion of said commission are
necessary for the protection of said
sureets or highwavwvsg, and no such jitney
huss, o1 other steam or motor driven
vehiecles shall he so operated on any
nrghway or townway without such
permit.

‘Sect. 2. Whoever violatcs any of
the provisinons of this act shall be liable
tn the penalty provided by Section 14
of Chapter 26 of the Revised Statutes,
execept that in the case of damage to
any street, highway orvr bridge, any fine
shall be puaid into the State Treasury
and shall he used for the repair of the
gstreet, hichway or bridge so dam-
aged.”

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, I hope that this amendment will
not be accepted. £ it is, it will spoil
the purpose ol the bill. The purpose of
this bili was to take care ot or regu-
late jitney busses travelling through
long secticns of the State and highway
roads, where they go through these
roads and over them during the wet
cpason early in the spring before the
frost goes out and late in the fall after
the hay iz cut. On account of having
¢chedule trips, they make them rain or
shine, and as a result they are destroy-
ing in some sections our trunk lines
and State aid roads. If the word
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‘Passenger’ is omitted as this amend-
nient asks, of course it will destroy the
Lill. There are very {lew of these
busses which travel for freight pur-
poses only, and I hope the amendment
will not be adopted.

Mr. DESCOTEAUX of Biddeford:
Mr. Speaker, my object in offering the
amendment is this: In the city of Saco
there is a shoe shop on the outskirts of
the city which employs about 600
bands. This shop is situated about
two miles and a half from the city of
Jiddeford and most of the help live in
Eiddeford, and the only way they can
get there is either to walk or ride in
the jitney busses morning, noon and
night,

I have.also here a letter from parties
in Sanford and I will read it.

“Mr. Descoteaux: There is a bill
coming up in the House in regard to
regulating jitneys. The bill if passed

would malke it bad for the jitney line here
which line has been satisfactory to the
public, especially the working people who
ride back and forth to their work. As itis
now, the jitneys save the workmen a
thousand dollars per year in their car
fare. They also get home to eat many din-
ners and are let out almost at their
door vards.”

I think, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen,
if these jitneys are cut out during this
part of the year, these people would be
unable to get back and forth to dinner,
and they would have hardly any time to
eat. I think, myself, if they cut out the
word ‘‘passengers,” the bill would be all
right. There is another bill here which
covers as I understand what the gentle-
man has just said. There is a bill pre-
sented by Mr. Redman of Ellsworth, An
Act relating to the operation of traction
engines and motors upon highways. It
seems to me that bill covers that mat-
ter. I hope that the amendment will be
accepted. It says in the bill ‘“over any
street.” That means public streets in
the cities. I hope my amendment will
be accepted.

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I would
like to say in reply to the gentleman
from Biddeford, Mr. Descoteaux, that I
do not think that bill would cover it
when you stop and realize the thousands
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of dollars of damage that these busses
are doing in the early spring and late
fall. It seems to me some legislation
ought to be passed in regard to that.
I do not believe there is any one who
has charge of this bill who will do any-
thing to deprive the people he refers to
from travelling back and forth over
these streets or roads which are in a
fit condition to be travelled upon. We
should look out for the interests of the
many anyway, regardless of the few.

Mr. DESCOTEAUX: Mr. Speaker, if
I am allowed to say another word, Bid-
deford and Sanford are not the only two
places where they have got shoeshops
which are situated on the outskirts of
the city. Another thing, it is my
opinion-—perhaps I am wrong—but it is
my opinion that there is something else
behind this bill. As I understand it, the
jitney busses in Sanford are interfering
with the electric car interests and they
do not like it. I think the only reason
why this bill was put in was so they
could drive the jitney busses out of
there.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er, perhaps I may be able to say just a
word that will give my colleague, Mr.
Descoteaux, a little light on this propo-
sition. There is or was no ulterior mo-
tive in drafting this bill. It is for one
purpose only, and while it was drawn
to cover that purpose, other insertions
were made s0 as to cover other things
besides streets. Now before I go fur-
ther I wish to read this bill.

“The State Highway Commission may,
upon proper application in writing,
grant permits for the operation of jitney
busses, so-called, or any other steam or
motor vehicles making regular schedule
trips for the carriage of passengers or
freight from one point to another, over
any street, highway, or bridge, and may
make regulations limiting the rate of
speed of such vehicles, their weight, the
load they may carry, and the time of
year during which they may operate.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is as far as I
care to go because what I have read
will cover the ground. '

In the town of Rockland in Knox
County and Camden in the same county
on to Bangor last year was established
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a jitney line. Now by that I do not
mean a line that was run by Ford tour-
ing cars or anying of that sort. These
cars were very large and very heavy,
and they carried from twenty to twenty-
five passengers and, when they were
logded, weighed thousands of pounds,
in fact several tons. Now the people
do not find any particular fault with
the way the road is cut up in the early
spring because it does no great harm,
and these do not do any great damage
during the summer time, but there is a
little time in the late fall that the High-
way Commission might control the oper-
ation of these busses. By the way, one
of them is steam operated and the other
one is operated by gas. Last year they
destroyed thousands and thousands of

dollars’ worth of road in that section. -

The ruts were very deep and it will re-
quire a great deal of money this spring
to repair them.

Now this bill was not introduced to
affect any small jitney buss line from
Saco to Biddeford or anything of the
kind. I have shown to the Highway
Commission and fully explained the pro-
position to them, and at once they
agreed with me on the necessity of
such a measure. There is no street
railway interested in this measure. I
have never heard from one. When my
friend from Biddeford introduces such
an idea at this time in connection with
this measure, I simply want to inform
him that he is very much mistaken and
that this measure is simply to save our
streets.

And, incidentally, when the measure
was being drawn I thought it well
enough to speak of the loads they might
carry and the speed they might employ.

Now, after this explanation, I do not
see how anyone can take exception to
the bill, and I hope that the amendment
of the gentleman from Biddeford, will
not be adopted. Why, if the word “pas-
sengers” was taken out of that act, it
would be a joke and I should not want
to see it go any farther. I hope that
this amendment will not go any farther.

Mr. GRANT of Hope: Mr. Speaker,
I would like to add to Mr. Buzzell’s
argument that it cught to he made
about three times as strong as he made
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it. They completely ruined that new
road put through there at a great deal
of expense, and it was passenger
busses that did it.

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaker, when an act is once passed
and incorporated in our laws it is
pretty hard work to tell what decision
the court may make on it. Now in
Scarboro we have several quite large
hotels, and the steam railroad does not
go within—the nearest hotel is two
miles and a half. We have lots of
summer cottagers at Higgins Beach,
and hotels, and a hotel at Scarboro
Beach, and several hotels at Prout's
Neck and a lot of cottages. The only
method of getting the passengers from
Scarboro Beach Station down to those
summer resorts is by automobile. Now
I hardly think that it would be just to
those people who drive passenger
wagons there from the station and the
trains to the several cottages and
hotels to oblige them to appeal to the
highway commission for a right to do
it, and it seems to me as though this
law might be construed so as to apply
to very public driver of a Ford car
even and to make him take out a li-
cense to drive to those hotels. Many
of the hotels own their own automo-
biles that they send to the station for
passengers. It seems to me it would be
rather an injustice to those people
there in that part of the State to pass
this law.

Mr. BUZZELL: Mr. Speaker, I will
say that I think this section of the act
takes care very nicely of the objection
made by the gentleman from Scarboro:

“Or other steam or motor vehicles
making regular schedule trips.” Now
the trips that these motor vehicles

make down there in the scctions that
I have described extend over a distance
of some fifty or sixty miles. They
leave one piace at such a time and are
scheduled to make another town at
such a time, and to go on from there to
the next town at such a time. Now I
will submit, gentlemen, to your good
judgment and common sense whether
vou think that that would apply to a
$30C ¥ord or a touring car going from
oné zottage to another,
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The pending question being on the
adoption of House Amendment A.

A division being had,

One having voted in the affirmative
and forty-eight having voted in the
negative, the amendment was lost.

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, I have an amendment which I wish
to introduce here and explain, if per-
missible. By some mistake in print-
ing under Section 2 no provisions were
made wherby the fines, if paid, could
be used on these roads. What was
omitted was this statement “which is
under the jurisdiction of the State
highway commission.”

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, moves the
adoption of House Amendment B as
follows:

Section 2 is hereby amended by in-
serting after the word “bridge” in the
fourth line thereof, the following
“which is under the jurisdiction of the
State highway commission,” so that
said section as amended shall read as
follows:

“Whoever violates any of the pro-
visions of this act shall be liable to the
penalty provided by Section 14 of
Chapter 26 of the Revised Statutes, ex-
cept that in the case of damage to any
street, highway or bridge which is un-
der the jurisdiction of the State high-
way commission, any fine shall be paid
into the State Treasury and shall be
used for the repair of the street, high-
way or bridge so damaged.”

The amendment was adopted.

The bill was then given its third
reading and passed to be engrossed as
amended by House Amendment B.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House An Act to insure the
collection of taxes iIn unorganized
townships, House Document No. 685,
tabled by Mr. Rarnes of Houlton, pend-
ing third reading.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire what the re-
port of the committee was?

The SPEAKER: The committee re-
ported “ought to pass.” The pending
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question is on the third reading of the
bill.

Mr. BARNES:
there two reports?

The SPEAKER: One.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I move
that it be given its third reading at
this time.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I don’t understand just what
that would do. It looks to me as
though it is hitting different cities and
towns in this State pretty hard. It
says ‘“unorganized townships,” and as
I understand it the tax goes to the
State instead of going to the cities and
towns. Am I right? I should like to
ask Mr. Barnes through you, Mr.
Speaker, if I am right.

The SPEAKER: Will the gentleman
from Houlton answer the question?

Mr. Speaker, were

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, for the
information of Mr. Rounds from Port-
land I will say this: Personal property
on unorganized lands the first day of
April 1916 under the present law is
taxed or should be taxed to its owner
in the city or town where he lives, and
this statute provides that the party
having control of personal property on
unorganized lands the first of April
shall report to the State assessors.
The State assessors will then ascertain
whether it is taxed in any city or town
and, if it is taxed in any city or town,
nothing is done; if it is not taxed—if it
has been passed over by the assessors
of the city or town—then the State as-
sessors shall assess what they deter-
mine to be a just and equitable tax
thiereon.

Mr. ROUNDS: And turn it over to
the cities and towns?

Mr. BARNES: No; I understand
their propcsition before the committee
was that they would tax the State and
county tax only. Just one word more
and then I am through. If the as-
sessors of the city or town where the
man who is operating in the woods
lives assess a tax upon him, the State
assessors have nothing to do with it,
and it applies—in addition to what is
in the mind of the gentleman from
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Portland—it applies also to personal
property in  whole villages—1 think
now ot one you all go through when
vou go up through Penohscot county--
whole villages, houses, lands, farms
and cattle and all manner of personal
property which is not taxed at all now
because it is in an unorganized town-
ship, and there are several in the
State. It also applies, the gentleman
will understand, to a camp erected on
a wild land township on leased land,
and some of them are put up at the
expensze of sixty or sevnty-five thou-
sand dollars.

Myr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen of the House, 1 didn’t know
before that the bLill planned Lo tax per-
sonal proparty. I have found oul
something since I got up. I supposed
it was a tax on real estate. We have
a large tax every year from different
corporations that are deoing business
through the State and through other
states in the city of PPortland, as I un-
derstand it, and it is quite a large tax.
I think Augusta has the same thing.
I think a number of cities and towns ot
this State have the sane thing.

To take this away is taking away
from the cities and towns what they
are trying to get, and the valuation of
the State Assessors now is almost half
a million above that of the city of
Portland, and I don’t think it is right.
If we do not assess them, that they
shall assess them, I have no objcction
to, but I have an objection if we can-
not assess them as we do at the pres-
ent time. Therefore, as the gentleman
from Houlton bhas explained it, I have
no objection to the bill going through,
if we can tax them ourselves in the city
of Portland.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to inquire of the
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes,
if he is willing to answer through the
Chair whether under the provisions of
the bill it will apply to pulp wood, cord
wood and Iumber in his opinion?

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, an-
swering the question of the gentleman,
I understand it will apply to pulp wood,
cord wood and lumber which is on un-
organized land.

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, APRIL 2, 1917

Mr, SAWYER of Madison: Mr,
Speaker, House Bill No. 92 proposes a
change in the present law in regard to
‘he taxation of personal property in un-
organized townships by adding thereto
2 pulp woorl and cord wood section.
Now, the town of Madison and the
town of Skowhegan and a great many
other towns in the State are seriously
interested in this matter. At the pres-
ent time, as T understand the law, cord
wood and pulp wood and logs are taxed
by the towns on the first of April at
their point of destination and not
where they are tccated on the first of
April. T suppose that they are taxed
for town, county and State purposes,
and that the State will receive from
the town the vsual amount that they
receive in such cases but, if the law is
changed, that these towns will be de-
prived of the town and the county tax.
T may nol nnderstand this correctly; 1
am not posted in taxation, but if that
i« the case, T am opposed to the passage
of hoth these acts, not only No. 365 but
also No. beth House TRills, for the
reasons that T have given,

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak-
may I say a word about these two
bhills? There are two acts now pending
mg in the House, No. 92 and No. 685.
We were discussing No. 92 at the ad-
journment of the last session and did
not come to any decision on it. No. 685
was drawn expressly to hit property
antaxed. It has no reference to any-
thing that is already taxed and makes
r:o change whatever in anything that is
already taxed. It is intended to hit
property not taxed in unorganized
townships.

oy,

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, T rise
to second the motion of the gentleman
from Houlten, Mr. Barnes.

The bill was then given its third
reading.
Mr. SAWYER of Madison: Mr.

Speaker, I move that this bill be in-
definitely postponed, House Bill 365.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, he has
the wrong number. The hill is 685.

The SPEAKER: The bill is 685.
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Mr. SAWYER: Mr. Speaker, 685 I
do not know arything about.
House Document No. 685 was then

passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: 'The Chair lays be-
fore the House An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7 of Chapter 117, Revised Statutes,
relating to payments of proportional
parts of salaries to retired justices of

supreme and superior courts, House
Document No. 683, tabled by Mr.
Rounds of Portland, pending second

reading.

AMr. ROUNDS  of Portland: DMr,
Speaker, I move that that bill be indef-
initely postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion prevailed.

The SPIZAKT.R: The Chair lays be-
fore the IHouse An Act to prevent pub-
lie discrimination by reason of religious
creed at places of public accomodation,
resort or amusement, Senate Document
No. 393, tabled by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, pending the adopticn of Senate
Amendment A in concurrence.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I mcve you that Senate
Amendment A be adopted in concur-
rence,

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
read Senate Amendment A to Senate
Document No. 393. Amend said bill by
striking out Secticn 3 thereof. Also
amend Section 5 by striking out the
words ‘not less than’ in the fifth line
of said section and substituting the
word “more”, and by striking out in
the fifth and sixth lines in said section
the words “not more than five hundred
dollars” and by striking out in the sev-
enth line thereof the words ‘less than”
and substituting the word “more”, and
2lso in the same line by striking out
the words “nor more than ninety days”.

The amendment was adopted in con-
currence.

Mr., PACKARD of Rockland: Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire what the status
of the Dbill iz at the present time?

The SPEAKER: The bill was tabled
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rending the adoption of Senate Amend-
ment A, Senate Amendment A has
been adopted, and the bill has already
had two readings and the third reading
of the bill would be in order.

On motion by Mr. Packard of Rock-
land, the bill was given its third read-
ing and passed to be engrossed as
amended by Senate Amendment A in
concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House An Act relating to cas-
ualty assessment insurance companies,
House Document No. 128, tabled by Mr.
Reed of Bangor, pending concurrent
action with the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham, the Ifouse voted to recede from
its position whereby the bill was passed
to be engrossed in concurrence, and on
further motion by the same gentleman,
the House voted to concur with Lhe
Senate in the indefinite postponement
of the Lill.

The SPIAKIER: The Chair lays be-
fore the TIIouse majority and minority
rveports of committee on judiciary, ma-
jority reporting “ought not to pass”
and minority reperting ‘“ought to pass
in a new draft’” on An Act to create
the Maine Water Power Commission,
tubled by Mr. Baxter of TPortland, pend-
ing the acceptance of either report.

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland,
the reports were retabled pending the
acceptance of either and assigned for
tomorrow, April third.

The SPEAKXR: The Chair lavs be-
for the House majority and minority
reports of committee on judiciary, ma-
jority reporting “ought not to pass”
and minority reporting “ought to pass”
on House Document No. 555, An Act te
amend Section 1, Chapter 60, Revised
Statutes, entitled ““Transmission of
clectric power beyond the limits of
the State prohihited”, tabled by Mr.
Cole of Fliot, pending acceptance of
either report.

On motion by Mr. Cole of Eliot, the
reports were tabled pending the ac-
ceptance of either and assigned for to-
morrow, April third.



1170

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker,
if it were in order, I would ask if the

matter introduced by the Senator
from Cumberland, Mr. Davies, has
come over from the Senate to the

House yet?

The SPEAKER:
over yet.

Mr. COLE:

It has not come

Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that if my motion is in order
it would have to be in writing, but
I would suggest to the clerk that he
see if that can be procured if the mat-
ter has been taken up in the Senate
and bhe brought forward so that also
can be acted upon tomorrow morning
in connection with other matters.

The SPEAKER: The clerk states
that he is of the opinion that that mat-
ter is on the Senate calendar. 1If the
matter is on.the Senate table, it would

be impossible to get it. If it was
taken off, it will come along in the
regular order.

Mr. COLI: Mr. Speaker, 1 will

state that it was on Friday’s calen-
dar in the Senate, but I do not know
at what stage it was at that time—I
do not remember.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta:
Mr. Speaker, I would state that it ap-
pears on the Senate calendar of to-
day, Senate Document No. 414, under
“Tabled and Unassigned” matters.

The SPINAKER: The Chair lays
before the House House Report of
committee on education, reporting
‘ought not to pass” on House Docu-
ment No. 558 An Act to amend Sec-
tion 66, Chapter 16, Revised Statutes,
relating to the ages bhetween which
children are required to attend school,
tabled by Mr. Jordan of Baileyville,
pending acceptance of report.

Mr. JORDAN of Baileyville: Mr.
Speaker, as this is of considerable im-
portance and as the bill was drawn
by the State superintendent of schools,
and is of a great deal of importance to
the children who have not had the hest
of opportunities—and we have had
many examples in our village where
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this bill would be of material advan-
tage to them—I would like to have
this bill retabled until tomorrow.

A viva voce vote being had,
The motinon to table prevailed.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta:
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House
reconsider the vote whereby it tabled
House Document No. 558,

The motion prevailed.

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker,
this bill amends the present school
law providing that every child between
the seventh and fifteenth anniversa-
ries of his birth and every child be-
tween the fifteenth and seventh anni-
versaries who cannot read at sight
and write legibly simple sentences
shall attend some public day school,
and so forth. This amendment adds
this, that the school committee may
in its discretion - require the attend-
ance of any child between the fifteenth
and sixteenth anniversaries of his
birth who has not completed the ele-
mentary school course, and there is
apparently @ unanimous report of the
committee ¢f ‘“ought not to pass.”

I want to call the attention of the
House to that that the school com-
mittee under this amendment may in
its discretion require the attendance
of any child between the fifteenth and
sixteenth anniversaries of his birth
who has not completed the elementary
school course.

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker, it
seems to m# that this bill should re-
ceive some consideration. Now in our
village we have some children who can
neither read nor write, and we have
children coming in to our village from
rural sections, especially children
who have perhaps been brought up on
the opposite of the river and who have
perhaps lived at a distance from
schools, and it has heen go that in
some instan~es the children have never
seen the inside of the school house.
They come into our village and our
public schanls are open and ready for
them, but they have never heen tn
school and they have a distaste for
going to school. In other words, there

A 1
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are good boys that might make good,
strong educated men and be a great
credit to themselves and to their com-
munity, but there is nothing to con-
strain them to go to school, and, there-
fore, they are neither abhle to read or
write in some instances. This bill is
especially for their benefit. Now,
gentlemen of the House, [ hope that
you will consider the poor unfortunate
child who cannot perhaps speak real
English and see that this bill receives
full consideration and that it becomes
a law.

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. Speaker,
I do not think it is quite fair to the
House that the impression should be
had that this bill is endorsed by the
State superintendent of schools. [ do
not think that is the case. If I am
wrong, the gentleman from Baileyville
will correct me, 1 understand that
the bill was drafted for him, but not
with the endorsement of the State
superintendent of schools, [ am the
last person who would stand on the
floor of this House and advocate or
be against anything that was for the
education of the youth of Maine, but
the legislature has . established the
ages in its wisdom, and this means
that the school board in its discretion
could increase that. I feel that the
report should be accepted.

Mr. WILLLIAMS of Auburn. M.
Speaker, I object very much to the
statement that this bill has had no
consideration. It was Dbefore the
members of the Committee of Kduca-
tion and they, gave it a thorough in-
vestigation. Many of them were
school teachers formerly. They said
this, that a boy between fifteen and
sixteen vears of age who was on the
streets smoking cigarettes would not
do very much if they were forced into
school and obliged to be associated
with boys and girls who were just
beginning to learn to read and write.

Mr. SNOW of Mars Hill: Mr.
Speaker, I want to corroborate the
statements of the gentleman from Au-
burn. This bill was thoroughly con-
sidered by the committee on educa-
tion. It was the opinion of that com-
mittee that we had truancy law enough
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on our statutes now if that law were

enforced. You get a boy up to fifteen
vears of age, and all his companions
whom he has been with have gone

out of school and you force him to
go then. If you had used all the law
that we have had, during all those
vears of his life up to that time he
could have been given all the advan-
tages that we give in our schools at the
present day. It seemed to the commit-
tee it was not necessary to place this
on the statute books. I know what it
is to be a truant officer; I have been
a truant officer, and I do not think
you can get very much by forcing a
boy to go to school who hasn't kept
along with his class after the age of
fifteen years. It seemed to us that we
had law enough if we have a right to
enforce what we have got. 1 second
the 1motion of the gentleman from
Augusta, Mr. Farrington.

The pending question being on the
motion of the gentleman from Augus-
ta, Mr. Trarrington, that the report
“ought not to pass” be accepted,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair iays be-
fore the House majority and minority
reports of commitee on judiciary, ma-
jority reporting “ought not to pass”
and minority reporting “ought to pass”
on House Document No. 322, An Act
to amend Section 10, Chapter 99, Re-
vised Statutes, relative to leases, tab-
led by Mr. Wilson of Portland,
pending acceptance of either report.

Mr. Speak-
report

My, WILSON of Portland:
er, I move that the minority
“ought to pass’ be accepted.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, just one word to the House, I
do mnot think the Judiciary Committee
would feel at all badly if the minority
report were accepted, but before the
House votes on the question, I want to
say 1 think the real reason for the re-
port “ought to pass” was because the
provisions of the bill related to a cer-
tain form of lease making it a matter
of statutory requirement that certain
things should be written into the lease.
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I think the committee thought it just
as well not to encumber the statutes
with anything of that sort, but to leave
it to every man to draft his leases as
he pleased. They didn’t think it neces-
sary to encumber the statutes with ahy-
thing of this sort which makes a special
form of lease.

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, I understand this bill is aimed to
take care of what is now termed the
fire clause in leases. Many of the gen-
tlemen of this House know that on an
ordinary lease, without any provisions
to the contrary, if you lease a house
down to the corner here and it burns
down, you are obliged to go on paying
rent for four or five years that the
lease may run, although the house has
burned down and you cannot go into it.
‘We have a fire clause with the right in
the lease provided that when the proper-
ty is partly destroyed by fire the lessor
and lessee may either give to the other
notice to terminate the lease. Now we
have in our large cities many apartment
houses where people go and rent a room,
and it is sometimes by what is called a
lease, a very brief little document which
makes no account of fires or anything
else. The result is that if one of those
houses should burn, a great many peo-

ple would be obliged to 20  on
and pay their rent although theyv
would not be occupying the place,

As 1 understand this bill, it is simply
to make that so-called fire clause a part
of the law so that any person who takes
a lease,” whether he is sharp or knows
what he is getting or not, will have
protection and, if the property burns,
by giving notice he will not be obliged
to pay the rent. That is the only ob-
ject of the bill.

I understand the only objection of
the gentleman from Augusta is that it
encumbers the law. I do not think that
is a very strong objection. I think it
is equitable and fair to all concerned
that when a person leases a house or a
room in a building and it burns, there
should be some means by which he may
be excused from paying rent for that
property; and this bill, if the minority
report is accepted and the bill is passed
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will accomplish just that purpose. It
has been drawn carefully by an attor-
ney of many years experience who has
had experience in a number of these
cases and who assured me that that was
the object of this bill and that it would
perform that office if it should become
a law.

The pending guestion being on the
motion of the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Wilson, to accept the minority re-
port ‘“ought to pass,”

A viva voce vote being had,

The moticn prevailed.

The bill was then given its two sev-
eral readings.

On motion by Mr. Wilson of Portland
the rules were suspended and the bill
was given its third reading and passed
to be engressed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes to
state that nall the other matters on the
calendar under ‘“Tabled and Assigned”
await action tomorrow. Under the “Ta-
bled and Unassigned” at the bottom of
the page, the Chair is ready to enter-
tain any motion.

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon,
House Report of the Committee on Pen-
sions, reporting ‘“ought not to pass” on
An Act to simplify the method of pay-
ment of State pensions, was taken from
the table and on further motion by the

same gentleman, the report was ac-
cepted.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would make an inquiry in

regard to the measures under ‘“Tabled
and Unassigned.” I was under the im-
pression that we passed an order which
provided thet all measures which were
tabled would not be kept on the table
for more than twenty-four hours and
that after that date they should be put
under the column of “Unfinished Busi-
ness.” If that is the case, it might
help matters along in the next few days
if we abolisied this column of “Tabled
and Unassigned”’ on all matters.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rules that
the point is well taken and that any
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matters now under “Tabled and Unas-
signed” come off today.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Portlang,
Senate Report of Committee on Legal
Affairs, reporting ‘‘ought not to pass”
on Senate Document No. 372, An Act
providing for the use of school build-
ings for holding meetings of a social
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center or a community forum, wasg
taken from the table.and on further
motion by the same gentleman, the re-
port ‘“‘ought not to pass” was accepted
in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Wilson of Portland,
Adjourned until tomorrow morning at
nine o’clock.



