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HOUSE. 

~\Vednesday, March 28, 1917. 
The House met according to adjourn­

ment and was called to order by the 
Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. :lIr. Hatch of Au­
gusta. 

Journal of previous session read and 
approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: An Act to amend 
Section 34 of Chapter 55 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916, relating to public util­
ities. This bill comes from the Senate 
indefinitely postponed in non-concur­
rence. In the House the bill was passed 
to be engrossed. 

en motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
the House voted to recede and concur 
with the Senate in the indefinite post­
ponement of the bill. 

From the Senate: An Act repealing 
laws respecting the government of the 
fire department of the city of Portland. 
Came from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed. In the House passed to be 
engrcssed. 

On motion by Mr. Allan of Port­
land, the House voted to recede and 
concur with the Senate in the indefin­
ite postponement of the bill. 

From the Senate An Act relating to 
the place of payment in this State of 
dividends prepared by foreign mutual 
fire insurance companies. In the 8en­
:lte this bill was given its two several 
readings without reference to any com­
mittee and passed to be eng-ossed. 

On motion by :lfr. Dutton of Bing­
ham, the House voted to concur wit]l 
the Senate in accepting the bill, and 
on further motion by the same gentle­
man the rules were suspended and the 
bill was gh'en its three se\'eral readings 
and passed to be engrossed in concur­
rence. 

free transportation on same. Came 
from the Senate, House Amendment A 
indefinitely postponed; Senate Amend­
ment A adopted; bill passed to be en­
grossed as amended by Senate Amend­
ment A. In the House this bill was 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Allan of Port­
land, talc led until tomorrow morning. 

From the Senate: An Act to create 
a Boa;'d of Prison CommiHsioners. '1'his 
comes from the Senate, Senate Amend­
ment A adopted, bill had its two sever­
al readings and passed to be engrossed 
as amended by House Amendment A 
and Senate Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port­
land, the House reconsidered its vote 
whereby House Document No. 350 was 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. On further mo­
tion by the same gentleman, the bill 
w~s amended by adopting Senate 
Amendment A in concurrence as fOl­
lows: 

Senate Amendment A: Amend Sec­
tion 2 by striking out in the second 
line the word "supervision", and insert­
ing in lieu thereof the word "control" 
so that said section as anlended by 
House Amendment A and Senate 
Amendment A sh'111 read as follows: 

"Sect. 2. ,],he Commission shaH have 
the general direction and control of the 
State Prison. It sh'111 make and estab­
lish SUell rnles and regulations, not in­
consistent with law, as it may deem ex· 
pedient for the direction of tile 01'~· 

ficers of the prison in the performance' 
of their duties; for the government, 
discipline, instrnction and emplo,'ment 
of the> inmntes; for the st;pply of food, 
clothing and bedding therein and for 
the custody and preservntion of thel 
property connected therewitb". 

On further motion hy Mr. Honnds. 
House Document No. 350 was passed to 
be ene;rossecl as amended by Honse 
""mendment A and SenCltc Amendment 
A in concurrence. 

---- From the Senate: An Act to amend 
From the Senate: An Act to amend the charter of the city of Hrrllowell. 

Section 34 of Chapter 00 of tlw Revised This comes from the Senate reao 
Statutes, relating to public utilities and twice, Senate Amendment A adopted. 
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It was passed to be engrossed as the action of the Senate in recommit­
amended by Senate Amendment A. ting this bill to the committee on way:; 
In the House passed to be engrossea. and bridges. 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au­
gusta, the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby it passed to be en­
grossed House Document 576. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read 
Senate Amendment A. 

Section six of House Document 576, 
entitled "An Act to amend the charter 
of the city of Hallowell", is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word 
"thereof" in the sixth line the words 
"and by adding to said section the fol­
following: "neither the mayor nor any 
member of the Board of City Council 
shall be elected or appointed during 
his ofticial term to any other otfice un­
der the city government or as agent of 
the city for any purpose." 

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au­
gusta, Senate Amendment A was 
adopted in concurrence. On further mo­
tion by the same gentleman, House 
Document 576 was passed to be en­
grossed as amended by Senate Amend­
ment A in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
Committee on Education, reporting 
"ought not to pass" on An Act to pro­
vide for the distribution of State school 
funds available for the support of com­
mon schools. In the House Report A 
was read and accepted and the bill was 
given its three several readings and 
passed to be engrossed. In the Senatel 
Report B, r<"porting "ought not to 
pass", was accepted in non-concurrence 
with the action of the House. 

On motion by Mr. Allan of Sanford, 
the House voted to recede and concur 
with the Senate in the adoption of the 
report "ought not to pass." 

From the Senate: Resolve in lavor 
of several academies, institutions, sem­
inanes and colleges for maintenance 
and for repairs and improvements. This 
resolve came from the Senate, House 
Amendment A adopted in concurrence; 
Eenute Amendments B, C and D adopt­
ed; resolve paEsed to be engrossed as 
amended by HCllse Amendment A and 
Senate Amendments B, C and D. In the 
House it was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Pattee of Har­
mony, the resolYe and the various 
amendment8 were tabled until tomor-
row morning. 

Senate Bills on First Reading, 

Senate 288. An Act to accept the Lene­
fits of An Act of Congress to provide for 
the promotion of vocational education. 

Senate 306. An Act to amend Section ~4 
of Chapter 58 of the Revised Statutes of 
the State of Maine, relating to unclaimed 
baggage and merchandise transported by 
street railways. 

Senate 351. An Act to provide for card 
index for probate registry of Aroostook 
county. 

Senate 344. An Act to amend Section 8 
of Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes, 
relative to time for hearing of libels for 
divorce. 

Senate 379. An Act to amend Chapter 
452 of the PriYate and Special Laws of 
1897, relating to the trustees of the fund 
for the support of the Episcopate of the 
Protestant Episcopal church in the dio­
cese of Maine. 

Senate 386. An Act to amend Chapter 
117 of the Revised Statutes, increasing 
the salary of county attorney and of 
assistant county attorney for Cumberland From the S£nate: An Act to amend 

Chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, re- county and to provide clerk hire therefor. 
lating to State aid highways and to Senate 387. An Act to amend Section 20 
provide a mill tax fund for their con- of Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
struction. Came from the Senate roe- increasing the salary of the chief clerk 
committed to the committee on ways in the department of education. 
and bridges. Senate 388. An Act to create a State 

On motion by Mr. Washburn of department of health. 
Perry, the House voted to concur with Senate 38a. An Act amending Section 
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17 of Chapter 45 of the Hevised Statutes 
relative to granting lobster licenses. 

Senate 390. An Act in relation to the 
duties of county attorneys. 

Senate 391. An Act to grant a new 

Minority report of the same commit­
tee, on sallie subject matter, reporting 
"ought not to pass." 

(Signed) Messrs. Bowman, Alden, 
Hall, Boynton. 

charter to the city of Auburn. (Both reports tabled by Mr. Purinton Of 

Senate 392. An Act to amend Section 2G Mechanic Falls pending acceptance of 
of Chapter 26 of the Hevised Statutes, either.) 
l1xfng a fee for registering n1otor cars 
in neutral automobile zones. 

Senate 397. An Act to amend Section :l~ 

of Chapter 117 of the Hevised Statutes, in­
creasing the salary of the clerk of the 
board of State assessors. 

Senate 348. An Act to amend Section 
28 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes. 
relating to violations of the lobster law. 

Senate 394. An Act to amend Chapter 7(; 
of the Heyised Statutes of 1916, relating 

Mr. Hall, from the committee on agri­
culture, reported "ought to pass" on 
bill, "An Act repealing Paragraph 6, 
Chapter 10 of the Revised Statutes, relat­
ing to the exemption of certain live 
stock from taxation;" 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on 
appropria tions and financial affairs, re­
ported same On bill "An Act to amend 
Sections 85 and 87, of Chapter 2, of the 

to sales of real estate by license of court. Revised Statutes, relating to the State 
'Senate 395. An Act to amend Hevisecl 

Statutes, Chapter 117, Section 16, increas- contingent fund"; 
(The rules were suspended and the bill 

ing the salary of the State treasurer. 
Senate 096. Resolve in favor of Mrs. 

Mabel G. Sanborn of Augusta for money 
expended in support of Kate C. Hobbins, 
a State pensioner now deceased. 

The rules were suspended and the bills 
and resolves were given their several 
readings and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The following bill and resolve were pre­
sented, and on recommendation of the 
committee on reference of bills, were re­
ferred to the following committees: 

given its two several readings.) 

Same gentleman, from same committee, 
on Resol\'e for the publication of auto­
mobile registration, reported same in a 
new draft, under same title, and that .t 
ought to pass; 

1\11'. Conary, from the committee on le­
gal affairs, reported "ought to pass on 
bill, "An Act to alllend Section 51, Chap­

ter 82, Revised Statutes, in relation to 
trial terms of supreme judicial court"; 

(The rules were suspended and the bill 
given its two several readings.) 

Appropriations and Financial Affairs. Mr. Harris, from the committee on sea 
By Mr. Bragdon of \Vestbrook: Resolve and shore fisheries, on bill "An Act to 

in favor of the stenographer to the com- amend Section 36 of Chapter 45 of the 
mittee on temperance. 

Legal Affairs. 

Revised Statutes, relating to seed lob­
sters," which was recommitted to them, 
reported same in a new draft, under 
same title, and that it ought to pass; By Mr. Barnes of Houlton: An Act to 

amend Section 36 of Chapter 117 of the 
Mr. Holt, from the same committee, on 

Revised Statutes, relating to manner of bill "An Act relating to marking of lob­
payment of salaries. 

Reports of Committees. 
Majority report of the committee Oll 

agriculture, reporting "ought to pass" in 
a new draft under same title on bill, 
"An Act to amend Section 3, Chapter 130 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to the 
sale of milk." 

(Signed) Messrs. Conant, Brackett, 
Grant, AYerill, Cummings, 
Peterson. 

sters in transit"; which was recon11nitted 
to them, reported same in a new draft, 
under same title, and that it ought to 
pass; 

The reports were accepted and 
eral bills and resolves ordered 
under the joint rules. 

the sev­
printed 

Majority report of the committee on 
taxation, reporting "ought not to pass" 
on bm "An Act to amend Paragraph 1 
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of Section 14 of Chapter 10 of the Re- Petition of Percy E. Higgins and 58 
vised Statutes of 1916, relating to the others in favor of same; 
taxation of personal property." 

(Signed) Messrs. Swift, Holt, of 
Cumberland, Merrill, Allen, 
of Portland, Jordan, Gan­
nett, Holt of Skowhegan. 

Minority report of the same commit­
tee, en the same subject matter, re­
porting "ought to pass." 

(Signed) Messrs. Charles, 'l'urner, 
Greenlaw. 

(Tabled by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
pending acceptance of either report.) 

Mr. Alden, from the committee on ag­
riculture, reported "ought not to pass" 
on bill '·An Act to amend Paragraph 6, 
Section 6, Chapter 10, and Section 16, 
Chapter 9 of the Revised Statutes, re­
lating to the exemption of live stock 
from taxation;" 

(Tabled by Mr. Jordan of Baileyville, 
pending acceptance.) 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee on 
State prisons, to which was referred an 
order, the Senate concurring, that the 
comnlittee on state prison consider the 
advisability or feasability of allowing 
time convicts in the Seate Prison a 
small compensation for their work and\ 
labor performed while in prison, to bel 
paid to them when discharged, and III 

the event any such convict has a wif2 
or minor child, or minor children, re­
siding within the State, whether or not 
such -compensation phould not be paid, 
from time to time, to such wife, or 
minor child or children, and to report 
by bill or otherwise," reported that 
legislation thereon is inexpedient. 

(T'lbled by Mr. Boman of Vinalhaven 
pending acceptance.) 

Mr. Gllrney, from the committee on 
judiciary, on the following petitions 
and resolutions: 

Petition of John Metcalf and 86 others 
of New Portl'lnd, :Maine, in favor of 
changing the date of the State election 
from the second Monday of Septembec 
to Tuesday after the first Monday of 
November; 

Petition of Fred A. 'J'hurlough ami " 
others in fa,yor of an act to authorize 
and direct the county commissioners of 
Aroostook county to <'nlarge and repair 
the Court House at Houlton in sOliJ 
county; 

Petition of C. F. Daggett and 24 uth­
ers in favor of same; 

Petition of Herbert 'V. 'I'rafton and 29 
ot her~ in favor of same; 

Petition of Leol1al'd "\. Pierce and 29 
others in favor of same; 

Petition of C. H. ).1orey and 26 others 
fa \'oring the establishment of the Knox 
MuniCipal Court; 

Petition of '''lillie F. Paradis and 1,0 
others for act to incorporate the Van 
Buren Light and Power District; 

Petition of F. A. Higgins and 96 oth­
ers in favor of same; 

Petition of John LClWPOll and 61\ oth-
E'rs in fn yor of sa me; 

Petition of Joseph Bernier 
otll'"ll'R ill f::lyor of S':lme; 

Petition of J. H. lVIlchaud 
other.:; in support of same; 

Petiticrl of W. ,v. 'I'homas 
other., in favor of same; 

and 

and 25 

and 13 

retltion of F,mily Michaud and 11 
others in fa yor of same; 

Petiiion of A. L. Sloat and 25 others 
fnvoring' nm0nc1ment to the f'onstitu­
tiol1 of Maine, .~;ranting equal suf-
frag-e to women; 

Petition of C. ,Yo Small and 18 others 
in favor of same; 

Petition of WUte Oak Grange 
,"larren, Me., in favor of same; 

Petition of Hattie Clement and 
others in favor of same: 

of 

21 

Petition of A. B. ,Vood and 14 others 
in favor of same; 

Resolution of New Centnry Grange in 
the town of Dedham in favor of same; 

Resolution of Portage Grange No. 
515, unanimo1l81y favoring same; 

Petition of Dr, F. C. Thayer and 42 
others in favor of an act to regulatE) 
the practice of chiropody; 

Petition of H. C. Buzzell and 36 othen 

Petition of 'Villie F. Paradis and 18 in favor of ~ame: 
others in favor of an act to authorize 
the County of Aroostook to enlarge and 
repair the Court Houses at Houlton fwd 
Caribou in said county: 

And the following remonstrances: 

Remonstrance of 'Villie Sirois and 42 
others against granting charter to Van 
Buren Light and Power District; 
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Remonstrance of Geo. Theriault and House 697. Resolve making appro-
47 others agair'st same; priation for the support of the Bureau 

Relr.onstrance of Paul J. Cormier an& of Inspection for 1917 and 1918. 
37 others against same; 

Remonstrance of Peter Bischard anri 
59 others against same; 

Remonstrance of Lawrence Violette 
and 10 others against same; 

Remonstrance of Vital R. LeVasseur 
and 31 others against same; 

Remonstrance of Dr. J. E. Burgoine 
and 11 others against same; 

Remonstrance of Chas. F. Hammond 
and 33 others agaim,t same; 

Remonstrance of Joe Ouilette and 36 
others against same; 

Remonstrance of G. R. Watson and 
otherll against the passage of House 
Bill No. 138, entitled "An Act to en­
able the town of Presque Isle to assume 
the ubligations of Presque Isle Vilhgei 
Fire Dept., arising out of a contract 
with the Pre,;que Isle Water Co." 

Remonstrance of Ernest G. Mc­
Glauflin and 330 other,; against same; 

Reported that the same be placed on 
file. 

The reports were accepted. 

Conference Report. 
The cc,mmittee on conference on the 

disagreeing acticn of the two branches 
of the legislature on Resolve in favor 
of Joseph H. Underwood, have had the 
same under consideration and ask leave 
to report that the Senate recedes and 
concurs with the House in passing the 
resolve to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. Signed Messrs. 
Googin, Deering and Rupert H. Baxter, 
committee on the part of the Senate; 
Messrs. Farrington, Frost and Pattee, 
committee on the part of the House. 

'rhe report was accepted. 

First Reading of Printed Bills and Re· 
solves. 

House 699. An Act to amend Section 
108 of Chapter 16 of the Revised Stat­
utes of 1916, relating to teaching of the 
principles of kindness toward birds and 
animals in the public schools. 

House '700. An Act to amend Section 
85 of Chapter 16 of the Revised Stat­
utes, providing a maximum annual 
tuition in secondary schools of the 
State. 

Passed to Be Engrossed. 
An Act to amend Chapter 337 of the 

Public Laws of 1915, relating to the 
amount to be paid for clerk hire in 
Knox county. 

Mr. Grant of Hope offered the fol­
lowin" amendment and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" to bill, "An 
;\ct to amend Chapter 337 of the Pub­
lic La'ws of 1915 relating to the amount 
to be paid for clerk hire in Knox 
county." 

.\mcnd by striking out all the title 
and ~11bstituting therefor the follow­
ing: "An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
IncrEasing the amount of clerk hire in 
the Knox county registry of probate." 

Amend further by striking out all 
after the enacting clause, and substi­
tuting therefor the following: 

Section 45 of Chapter 117 of the Re­
vised Statutes is hereby amended in 
the eighth paTagraph by striking out 
the words "two hundred fifty" in the 
second line of said paragraph, and in­
serting in place thereof the words 'four 
hundred,' so that said paragraph as 
amended shall read as follows: 

'Knox county; for clerks in the of­
fice of register of deeds, two hundred 
fifty dolla:'~; for clerks in the office of 
register of probate, four hundred dol­
lars; for clerks in the office of clerk 
of courts, three hundred dollars.' 

The amendment was adopted. 
The bill then had its third reading 

and was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A. 

IIIr. CREDIFORD of Shapleigh: Will 
that amend tne bill satisfactorily, Mr. 
Speaker? 

The SPEAKER: The bill never has 
been printed. It was substituted for the 
report. 

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta; Mr. 
Speaker, I think I can explain to the 
gentleman (Mr. Crediford). House 
Document No. 693 on Bills fn the Third 
Reading has not been reached yet. 
When it is r,"ached I propose to table 
it for an amendment. 
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Hou~e 539. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 7 of Chapter 38 of the Revised 
StDtutes of 1916, relating to licenses of 
agents and dealers in nursery stock. 

House 687. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 51 of Chapter 82 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to trial list of su­
preme judicial court for _\roostook 
county. 

I-Touse 688. An Act amending Sec­
tion 14 of Chapter 41 of the Revised 
Statute's, increasing the license fee for 
Itinerant vendors. 

Mr. DESCOTEAUX of Biddeford: I 
move that the bill be indefinitely post­
poned. 

On motion by ]\11'. Allan of Portland, 
the bill "as tabled until tomorrow 
morning. 

chise~ of, or consolidate with or trans­
fer or lease its property, rights and 
franchises to any other corporation, 
firm or person now transmitting or 
having- the right to transmit electric 
power beyond the confines of the State 
without express authority of the legis­
lature." 

Amendment B WDS adopted, and the 
bill was pasi-'ed to be engrossed as 
amended by J-louse Amendments A and 
B. 

HOUSle 693. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 45 of Chapter 117, Revised Stat­
utes, relating to clerk hire in county 
offices in the county of Penobscot. 

Mr. Murray of Bangor presented the 
following am~ndment and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment A to House Bill 
693. 

House 694. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 72 of Chapter 82 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916, increasing the annual 
apllroprifltion for the attorney 

"Amend by striking out the word 
'five' in the fourth line of the first 

gen- paragraph of the bill as printed, and 
inserting in place thereof the word (Tal's department. 

House (in. An Act to 
the Crtsco \Y:lter, Electric 

'six.' " incorporate 
Light and The amendment was adopted. The 

PO"\VPl' COlllp3.ny. 

1\ir. Allan of Portland presented 
House Amendment A to House Docu­
mpnt 691, and moved its adoption, as 
follows: 

"S2ct. 14. Xothing herein contained 
s intended to repeal, or shall be con­
strued as repealing, the whole or any 
part of any existing statute; and all 
he rights and duties herein mentioned 

shall be exercised and performed in ac­
cordance with all the applicable provi­
sions of Chapter 55 of the Revised 
Statutes of Maine." 

The amendment was adopted. 

1\1r. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to offer House Amend­
ment 13 and move its adoption, as fol-
lows: 

"8ect. 14. It shall be unlawful for 
said corporation to transmit electric 
current for sale or use beyond the 
limits of this State, or to contract with 
any person, firm or corporation for the 
transmission or sale of electric current 
beyond the limits of this State; and 
said corporation shall not be permitted 
to acquire in any manner the fran-

hill was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A. 

House 68~. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 45 of Chnpter 117 of the Revised 
Statutes, increasing the amount to be 
paid for c1el'k hire in the office of the 
reconlt'r of the municipal court of the 
city of Portland. 

On motion by :>\11'. Rounds of Port­
land, the bill was tabled pending its 
third reading. 

House 685. 
collection of 
townships. 

An Act to 
taxes in 

insure the 
unorganized 

Mr. DAIU,ES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speal,er, apparently there are before 
the House now two measures pertain­
ing to the Ea.me subject matter and I 
mo\'e that this bill be tabled pending 
its third reading. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Honse 686. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 33 of Chapter 9 of the Revised 
Statutes, increasing the taxation of 
owners of parlor cars. 



LEGlRL\TIVE RECORD-HOUSE, l\IAHCH 28, 1917 969 

Honse 684. An Act to amend Sec­
tions 16, ~8, ~9 allel 40 of Chapter 36 
of (he I:cviscd Statutes, relating to the 
Opel'fltio!l or 1110tOl' \pehiclcs. 

Passed to be Enacted. 

.\n .\ct to amend Scction 16 of Chap­
ter 59 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to compensation of inspectors of steam­
boa t~ . 

. \n "\ct to amend Section 1 of Chap­
ter 31 of the Revised Statutes, provid­
ing for Uw appointment of a delmty 
c0111missioner of agriculture. 

.\n Act to incorporate Maine Fire In­
sUl'ance Company. 

"\.n .\ct to amend Section 82 of Chap­
ter 115 of the Revised Statutes, relat­
ing to support of debtors in jail. 

/I.n Act to provide for the improve­
ment and certification of seed produced 
in the state. 

An Act authorizing the municipal offi­
cers of the town of Machias to close a 
bridge o,"er tide-water. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
city of Augusta, relative to police. 

An Act to incorporate the Smyrna and 
Oakfield ,Vater Company. 

.\n Act additional to Revised Stat­
utes, Chapter 51, relating to corpora­
tions. 

An Act to enable the town of Prince­
ton to supply electricity and water. 

An .\ct to amend sections 28 and 29 
of Chapter 55 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to notice by public utilities of 
changes in rates. 

An Act to enable the chief engineer 
of the State Highway Commission to 
convey a certain lot or parcel of land 
owned by the State of Maine to the 
European & Korth American Railroad.' 

An Act to amend Section 60, Chapter 
8 of the Revised Statutos relating to 
tlw Maine Forestry District. 

An Act to amend Sections 18 to 23 
inclusive of Chapter H, and Section 53 
of Chapter 117, of the Hevised Statutes, 
all relating to the board of registration 
of nurses. 

.\n Act to amend Section 6 of Chap­
ter 12 of the Hevised Statutes, concern­
ing intelligence offices. 

An Act to define certain terms used 
in Section 58 of Chapter 64, of the Re­
vised Statutes, in relation to lioensin::: 
children's homes and maternity hospi­
tals. 

An Act to amend Section 31 of Chap­
ter 68 of the Revised Statutes, appro­
priating moneys in the State treasury 
credited to public administra.tor's fund. 

An Act confirming the official acts of 
the officers of the plantation of Chap­
man, acting as officers of the town of 
Chapman, and the proceedings of the 
special town meeting of the inhabitants 
of tho town of Chapman held December 
27th, 1915. 

An Act authorizing tho bondholders 
or purchasers of Sanford and Cape Pbr­
poise Railway Company a.nd the Atlan­
tic Shore Railway to reorganize said 
corporations. 

An Act to incorporate the Musqua- An Act to provide a new building for 
('oak Stream Dam and Improvement the Augm.ta State hospital. 
C0111pany. 

An Act to establish the Presque Isle 
municipal court. 

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chap­
tor 49 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to regulations for employment of mi­
nors between 14 and 16 years old. 

An Act to amend section 27 of Chap-

The SPEAKER: This act carries the 
emergency clause. 

Mr. ROFNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak­
er, is that the building that burned? 

The SPEAKER: It is. 

ter 52 of the Revised Statutes and to Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, of course 
permit savings banks to invest in cer- this was rushed through under a sus­
tain electric railroad bonds. pension of the rules. I understand that 

An Act authorizing the city of Au- that hospital originally cost $75,000. 
gusta to raise money by taxation to That is what has been hinted around 
assist Capital Park in maintaining the State House here. Now, as I under­
grounds and conveniences for public stand, they want $60,000 to put on a 
amusements. roof with. 



970 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 28, 1917 

The SPEAKER: The sum of $60,000 Resolve for the payment of expenses 
is hereby appropriated. of last sickness and burial of Allan 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, if that is Shenneck, formerly a private, Company 
to make it fireproof, I have no objection L, Maine Infantry, N. G. S. M. 
to it, but to put a roof on a $75,000 Resolve in favor of the University of 
building, $60,000 looks to me like quite Maine for maintenance and for the con­
a heavy expense. I do not want to stop struction of new buildings. 
this measure because I think it is all Resolve in favor of the Trull Hos­
right, but I would not like to go home pital Aid Association for the care, sup­
and have them say, ",Vhat are you do- port, medical or surgical treatment of 
ing-putting on a roof that costs more indigent persons. 
than the building?" I would like to ----
have this explained here by some of Resolve, appropriating money for the 
these gentlemen that know about it be- protection of trees and shrubs from 
fore we vote on it. the ravages of dangerous insects and 

diseases. 
Mr. PHILLIPS of Southwest Harbor: This resol\"e carrying the emergency 

Mr. Speaker, I am chairman of that clause requires a two-thirds vote of 
committee on the part of the House. all the members of the House on its 
I would say that the $60,000 is to be final passage. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and nineteen having 

voted in the affirmative and none in 
the negative, the resolve was finally 
passed. 

used to make a fireproof building of 
the whole building. The roof of the 
second story, as well as all inside was 
completely burned out; the building it­
self from top to bottom was injured by 
fire and water, and they propose to 
make a fireproof building and want $60,-
000 with which to do it. 

Hesolve, proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution, in regard to appor­

is tionment of representatives in accord­
ance with population. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, that 
all I wish to knew. 

The SPEAKER: As many as are in Mr. SISSON of Island 1<'alls: Mr. 
favor of tne final enactment of the Speaker, what is the number of this 
measure will rise and stand until resolve, please? 
counted. The SPEAKEH: House Bill No. 

A division being had, 423. 

One hundred and twenty-four having Mr. SISSON: Mr. Speaker, I move 
voted in the affirmative and none in the that this resolve be indefinitely post­
negative, the bill was passed to be en- paned. 
acted. Mr. JORDAN of Baileyville: Mr. 

Finally Passed. Speaker, I second the motion. 

Resolve in aid of navigation on vari- Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr. 
ous lakes, rivers and thoroughfares in Speaker, I am responsible for this re­
the State of Maine. solve and it has so far gone along with­

Resolve authorizing the treasurer of out difficulty from anyone who has un­
State to reissue matured State highway derstood the purposes for which it was 
bonds. introduced. Several members of the 

Resolve in favor of Ernest E. Graffam House have spoken to me in regard to it 
of Poland. as they did not understand what its ef-

Resolve for laying the county taxes fect would be, and I should be very 
for the year nineteen hundred eighteen. glad to explain, as I did before the com­

Resolve reimbursing the ~own of mittee, its exact purpose and its exact 
Presque Isle for money expended on ac- effect. I do not know whether many 
count of a certain pauper. other members of the House are intel"-
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ested, but perhaps ten or a dozen have limitation should ue removed from the 
spoken to me in regard to it and every Constitution. "Vhat will be the effect of 
one of them have been entirely satisfied that? It will not affect in the slightest 
after the matter was explained. Whether degree the. present existing apportlon­
it is wiser to take up your time now or ment. The apportionment of repre­
to table this until I can talk with tl1" sentatives comes not under this sec­
gentleman from Island Falls (~Ir. Sis- tion which you see in this act but 
son) I am uncertain, but perhaps it under the previous article of the Const!­
would be wisest to discuss immediately tution, which says that in not less than 
his motion, if it is susceptible of discus- five nor more than 10 years the legis!a­
sion. ture shall apportion representatives. The 

The appol'tionmen t of re]1reSen ta tived legislature under that has full discretion 
under the original Constitution was under in the apportionment, subject only to the 
Section 3 as given in this act, giving as ordinary rules of reason. 
there set out one rellresentative for 15'Ji1 You understand also that as the pres­
inhabitants, and they have proccede·.l ent situation exists and as it would then 
along with that down to this time. The exist, the representatives will always be 
only limitation was that no town-and hy apportioned to Cumberland county. It 
that they meant also any district sendin)~ will only affect the distribution in that 
a representative-should have more thall county. It will not now and it cannot 
seven. 
solve 
where 

The hnn1ediate occasion of this re­
was the situa tion in Portland, 
some ten years ago, when ,ve hacl 

seven representatives, ,ve annexed Depr­
ing, which had two representatives, and 
we then lost the two representatives be· 
cause no place eQuId have ))1 ore than 

ever affect the number of representatives 
which any other county will have because 
your Constitution under P'e previous ar­
ticle provides that the representatives 
shall be apportioned to the several coun­
ties in accordance with their population. 
That is done now and thett will always be 

seven. done. It will only be a question of how 
At present, conferences arc going on they shall be distributed within Cum­

between the cities of Portland and SOUtll berland county. 
Portland in regard to a merger. You are I haye talked with perhaps six or eight 
now putting through here a bill for the of the representatives from other sections 
Portland Harbor District which expresses of Cumberland county, and the gentle­
the entity that there is between those man from Bridgton, Mr. Chaplin, was a 
two places, located on that harbor as you member of the committee which consid­
witnessed, recently welded together by ered this matter, and they all agreed 
the bridge which you have here assisteJ that Cumberland county itself, which 
in building, and the future development was the only county which could be af­
of that harbor ·and of those cities must fected or which could be interested in 
be upon the South Portland side. The this matter in any way, had no desire 
community of interest that exists be- to impose any obstacle on the union of 
tween them-a>,d I speak in this matter those two cities. 
with the full agreement of the South Now, would it be an obstacle? When 
Portland representative - must be that union is under consideration between 
strengthened b, welding them together those two cities, one of the most perti­
and creating a cit] of considerably great- nent considerations is boing to be this 
er size. The result of a merger, howeyer, matter of representatlon. Ten years ago 
will be that South Portland or Portland, in the case of Deering and Portland they 
whichever they may choose to call it, let the matter pass and lost their repre­
will then lose two of the representatives sentatives, hut when it comes further, 
which they now have. when it comes to a case of South Port-

The committee which heard this mat- land losing two of her representatives, it 
tel' represented all classes and all com- Is going to be a most importart con sld­
munities and after a full consideration eration in the minds of those people in 
unanimously recommenrlec1 that this determining the p'8.tter. 
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Is it of any consequence to a1lY of th·,;: sentative apportionment! liave you read 
rest of the State whethel' you do place it? Have you read the Constitution of 
any obstacles in the way of til at result Maine since you were in the high school": 
being achieved? It seems to me that It Article 4, Section 2, says, the House of 
is, because the development of that har- Representatives shall ~consist of 151 
bor is going to affect very vitally, it members. It is not Article 2 we are go­
seems to me, the development of the ing to amend. Article 2 will stanel, and 
whole State, and any restriction or any the next House will number 151. 
hampering that comes to that union and 
to the harmonious development of that 
harbor is going to affect to a certain ex­
tent the rest of the State. 

But, waiving that matter, it seems to 
me on a simple question of justice that 
the representatives here assembled would 
certainly not object to leaving it-where'? 
With yoursel\·es. The legislature now 
has and will always have full powers of 
apportionment, and this cannot affect 
in the slightest their action in the fu-
ture. 

With that explanation I trust that I 
have covered all the points. I should be 
glad to answer any questions that might 
arise in any of your minds in regard to 
it. In private conversation I have found 
no one who after considera tiun \vishec1 to 
take any action to hamper this relievin,,; 
of the legislature from that limitation. In 
the Senate two or three sen a tors spoke 
with me in regard to it, and they agree:'i 
in the wisdom of that act. I am aware 
that the action of the Senate is not a 
very good authority in here, but the 
question I am perfectly willing to leave 
with your sense of justice. I think that 
I have stated the case exactly as It is. 
that it does not affect the existing ap­
portionment in any way, that it cannot 
ever affect any future apportionment ex­
cept so far as the legislature itself here 
assembled shall see fit to adopt it, anel 
that it will be a substantial restriction 
on the harmonious development of the 
situation there in Cumberland county if 
we do not have this limitation cleared 

away. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speaker, 
what is the Constitution, among friends? 
If we are going to amend the ConstItu­
tion of Maine five or six times next Sep­
tember, let's give her another dig. It is 
a preposterous statement that this harm­
less little bill, 423, wiJ] not affect repre-

It will not affect representative appor­
tionment? The best way to argue cL 

proposition is to Come right out square 
and use words that have no ambiguous 
sound. A week ago there was a debate 
here; I \vear no muzzle; there are no 
strings on me, and I discussed the prOll"-
sition from my viewpoint at the Au­
gusta House. Late that night 1 wa" 
confronted by a gentleman, who is not" 
farmer, who notified me in so 111unV 

words that my future was zero. GrantecI. 
That elon't worry me any; I have no po-
litical ambitions. AmI he said that t"" 
cities of Maine would Come to the next 
legislature prepared to take care of 
themselves, and I smilec1. 

Bless the cities of Maine! Hurrah fOl' 
Portland! Let her annex the whole State 
and call herself "Greater Portl:-'tnd," pro­
vided she will be fair to us who feed her 
and clothe her, pay a portion of her bills 
for education and are asked, and proper­
ly, to assist her. The first call that In­
terests Maine has been issued from 
Washington relative to the condition we 
are in now. What was it? Was it to 
tbe cities of Maine? Read the paper. 
What is first? The United States Secre­
tary of A?,Ticulture publishes over this 
j1road land an appeal that comes out to­
day. To whom? To the men who keep 
the United States going-to the men that 
feeel the lawyer that makes the talk-to 
the farmers of Maine-that they plant 
heavily-that they put in big crops. That 
is the first call. Will not change the 
representative apportionment? 

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentleman 
state his point of order? 

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, the gentle­
man is not discussing the matter before 
the House. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair is of the 
o})inion that the gentlen1an is discussind 
the matter before the House and cannot 
regan1 the point of order as well taken. 

:\11'. BAltNE8: (Continuing) 
atfect tile representative apportionment·! 
Think of the old Constitution as you 
studied it in high school! Think of the 
ci\'it:s that you "vere taught in high 
school! ""hat do you know au out the 
law? The law is that there shall be now 
awl there will ue until 8ection 2 of tlle 
COllstitution of l\laine is changed, 151 
111el1 in the House of ltcpl'escntatives. 
Let me repeat that. The law is aml the 
la\\' will rel11ain, until the Constitutioll L<J 
changed, that there shall ue 151 111(,1n13cr.'1, 
no Inor8 and no le.:53, in the House of 
Hepresentatives of this State. The la IV 

is and has been since 1911-the law is, ana 
has been since 1911, that the alillortion·· 
ment shall be as follows: .. \.lHll'oscoe,'gin 
12, ~t\rooslook 1;), an<i CUlnuerland 23, if ' 
have got my ligures right. :\ow, then, 
the law is, and will so ren1ain until 
changed by the legislature, that cert:li:l 

towns are classed together and Cf'rtn in 
toV\rns send one n1::tn, certain to,VYlS an·1 
cities send two 1118n, and 110 city call 
send more than seven men. 

,Yill not affect l'cpresentatiYc appor­
tionment'? If this law goes into effect 
,md this legislature sees I1t to chang" 
tl1(' le;~islati\'e classes, Portland may 
have more repre~entative8 than seven. 
,Yill not aftect the apportionment'? So 
f)ur(:" rrs Port18nd hns more than st'\'en, 
the country sections of Cumberland 
COUll(y ~\\'ill ha ,'e less th:ll1 they haye 
HFlny. 

If this were a frank and fair prop­
osition tlla t yOL' could discuss with your 
neiE'hlJors on the street corners at 
home, in yom' offices ~ nd in your 
homes, they would lle presenting to 11'< 

this propo;,ition, that Section 2 should 
be changed so that ther" might be more 
than 151, or they ,,-ould haye alread:; 
introduced a bill, which und"r the law 
they haye a right to do, to change th~ 
apportiomnent. to change the classe~ 

and redistrict the state~is the word we' 
u~ed in 1911. 

Gentlemen, the only result of accept­
ing thi~ report is that ttle re11resent­
a tion from the cities will increase at 

the expense of the representation from 
those sections of Mai:le that are not 
cities. It may yery well be that the 
mpl! from the country can raise crops 
and children. He must ne\'er, however, 
raise his yoice tu speak for wlmt he 
considers hl3 inaliencLble l'igbts. To 
that doctrine I do not subscribe, and 
the men of Maine who can Yote, to the 
number of nine cut of e\'E.'I'y ten agree 
with me and do not su,)scrilJe to it, III 
many matters the) wisdom of the 
gE,ntlemcn oI the cities excels anything 
that can 1)e brought from our rural 
f~ections; in m~;ny matt,.:'l's they arc' 
\yiStT, Inlt Lhey are not o\·eT'yi~~e, ho\\'­
eYllr, and vve RUll ha Ye our say. 

1 ha \'e 11')t o\'£'l~dra wn the prOI}osition. 
1 ha \'E' not stepped outside the realm of 
strict truth, The a ttempt is one of 
tllO"e insidious, subtle attempts to 
driYG ill the entering edge of the ,vedge 
and its wll0le di~severing body is to 
follow. 

Now, we have had our joke, if joke it 
is~and it seems to app<-al to some 
classes of \Vit-aH 10 Aroostook. Pass 
il all up. I am not talking for Aroos­
took. 'The major portion of :\Iaine is 
country section" still. In the country 
;-;ections of l\lnine \\'e arp bringing up 
the boys to tnlc(' the lead and do tlw 
husinc;;s of the cities, not only of 
Maine, but of every city in the world. 
That is the law of ~ature. Bred in the 
fields under the sunlight, into their 
stalwart frames they store the streng·th 
that (nables thE'm to go into the cities 
cmd put thC'ir shoulc]('r-3 to the hercule­
an t""ks of the men who liYe in the 
,cTen t centers. They are represented 
hEr"; they <10 not ask to control the 
legislature; they are satisl1ed with the 
apportionment of representation which 
thp,' h8H' today, and until that matter 
has been thorcu,~'hly discussed, until 
tlle mat t0r is l<nown from one end of 
the StR te to the other, until there is a 
call for a chang0 in representation, T 
hope that yeu, who represent the men 
thnt sent y(m here, will put your foot 
on i his measul'(' in spite of any recom­
mendation of any committee which we 
haye before us, (Applause) 

Mr. Pl'RTNGTON of Mechanic Falls: 
Mr. Speaker, tte gentleman from Port, 
land, Mr, Brewster, has stated her;> 
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that he has heard no protest from the 
rural parts of Cumberland county in 
regard to this matter. I have. It hap­
pens that the northern part of Cumber­
land county comes up pretty near my 
section and I frequently communicate 
with some of the people. At their re­
quest I introdmed a little electric light 
lueasure here to give light and water to 
the villages down in Casco, a few miles 
from my town. That measure has been 
kicked and cuffed about here and 
amended by Portland gentlemen so 
that th€·y will not recognize it, gentle­
men, when they see it, and I have had 
'Some communication from part of Cum­
berland county. 

As I ur.derstand it, Cumberlandl 
county now pas 23 representatives ap­
portioned to them. Portland has seven, 
leaving 16 to be diyided around 
amongst the rural towns. My inform­
ant, and I agree with his figures. in­
forms me that, if this bill goes through 
-this amendment to the Constitution­
Portland will have 12 representatives 
and the remaining parts of the com­
munity will have the rest, and that 
they wilt have four represenULllve8 
transferred from the rural towns into 
the city of Portland. 

Now, I do not think that is a fair 
thing. Our forefathers in their wisdom 
made this a pert of our fundamental 
1aw, that no city should have more 
than seven representatives, and when 
the city of Portland absorbed Deering 
both municipalities went into it with 
their eyes open and they knew what 
the result would be. If their ambitior. 
is to assimilate South Portland, thf>y 
must take it with the consequences. 

I sincerely hope that this measure will 
not pass. It looks to me to be a danger­
ous and disastrous thing for the State of 
Maine in the rural communities. If 
Portland can do it, then Lewiston, Ban­
gor and other cities can do it. (Applause.) 

and integrity of representath'es from the 
city, noting this charge, "This is an in­
sidious attempt to undermine the coun­
try districts." If these gentlemen were 
fair, if they wished. to do what was right 
and square in this matter, would 10t 
they submit to a [Jroposition that tha: 
limitation should simply be raised from 
seven to nine or ten? I do not believe any 
of you gentlemen who have considerel\ 
this matter fairly, believe that that 
would be an unfair proposition. I am 
verfectly willing to do anything that will 
simply handle the situation which we 
have before us there. I simply appeal 
to you in fairness and justice to con­
sider the matter in that way. You COn­
trol this legislature and you will control 
future legislatures. As my brother from 
Houlton, Mr. Barnes, has well said, th·:? 
country districts do predominate. 

I do, however, have to disagree WHll 

him when he says that the country dis­
triuts are never heard from-that their 
representatives come down here and hold 
silence during the entire session. I do 
have to tal,e exception to that portion of 
his remarks. 

But coming squarely to the issue of the 
comparative occupation of the record 
here by the several districts, we have 
had an illustration during this session of 
a gentle~an who has first confessed tbat 
there was a time when he did not know 
[\11 there was to know about taxes, but 
that was not the present time. Later he 
went along, and we heard that he knew 
all there was to know about the big 
woods, not the foxes; and we found later 
that, not only did he comprehend all that 
knowledge, but he even took in the hum­
ble lobster. Then -be again with his 
knowledge reached out with the tentacles 
of the octopus to graSlJ the sea and 
shore fisheries commission. And later 
we heard all there was to know of the 
final summary On the school fund. An·l 

Mr. BREWSTER: Mr. Speaker, it now we come to a constitutional question, 
probably is not necessary for anyone to and again the last word must be said 
discuss the matter further as the senti- and the oracle must speak. I simply 
ment of the House is, perhaps, sufficient- wish to register my protest; I care not 
ly apparent, but I do wish simply to put for the fate of this other than it affects 
into the record my protest against the the justice of the representation of this 
exhibitions which we have here from time State. 
to time by attacks upon the character There was one question, however, that 
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vYhy should it be cbarged that we 
would extend that matter. It is simply 
a case of continuing the existing appor­
tionment under the discretion of this 
legislature until the legislature shall see 
fit in its wisdom to change it, and I do 
not feel that I am guilty of--any insidiou~ 
acts or that I am imposing upon the 
credulity of this legislature or these 
men, or that I can ever do so, in sImply 
asking you to leave this question to the 
people and to this legislature. That:s 
all that it will be left to. Some other 
gentlemen do not seem as prepared to 
trust either the people or this legisla­
ture. I, for one, am not of their class. 

I apologize for aving consumed your 
turn and across the hall here see a gen- time, but I do wish my position to be 
tleman from Sanford, Mr. Allen, wh) made clear and my honesty to be vindi­
represents, not 8000 people, but 12,000 peo- cated if it can be against the charges 
pie and that under the existing ap-

he avoided. vVhen the gentlemen fa lIs 
for argument, he uses sarcaSH1. It 
glosses over the weak spots. Now, he 
says the city of Portland will double its 
representation if this bill goes through. 
In the first place it rests solely within 
this legislature as to how they shall ap­
portion. Haye they discretion'! I see Le­
fore me here rellresentatives from th~ 

se\'eral cities and the representatives 
from the city of Portland, practically on" 
[or 8CGO inhabitants. If it was within th" 
limitation of this Constitution, if you 
removed the restriction, we would have 
you understand that Portland woultl gel 
the same apportionment as other citie3 
Qr towns. Well, what if they did,? I can 

, without limitation in the which were leveled against me. (Ap-
portionment, plause). 
constitution. That shows the discretion 

which the legislature_has, and that show, Mr. CHAPLIN of Bridgton: Me. 
the falsity of the charges which tha: Speaker and Gentlemen of the House, it 
.gentleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) 
would hurl across the hall. The legis­
lature does have full discretion, and it 
will always have, and the existing appor­
tionment, as I stated in the beginning. 
will not be affected by this resclve. 

is not my purpose to take up any time III 

this maUer; I think we yield to the city 
in the matter of taking up time in dis­
cussion, but I wish to square myself, as 
I have been quoted as being favorable 
to this resolve by the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Brewster). 

As I recall it, the day that he was 
cirawing' the bill in the committee room, 
I asl,ed him wbat he was up to. He 
explained to me what he was up to, 
and the convers.:.tion ended, and I have 
had no conversation wit.h him since 
then aboilt the matter. 

J feel that the representatives of 
towns in the northern part of the coun­
ty understand what this means, and I 
think they have their minds made up 
as to how they will \'ote. I think it is 
yotes that will count, rather than 
words, here. The good sense of the 
merribers of the legislature will see the 
objects of this resolve, and I feel that 
we can ~afely leave it to that good 
common sense. I simply wish to 
square myself on the record, and I 
think I \'oice the sentiment of all the 

Xow, gentlemen, you may do as yuu 
please, I told the people of my vicinity 
that in coming here 1- would simply pre­
sent this case, as it was one of the ob­
stacles to the advancement of the dis­
tricts from which I corne. You may do 
as you see fit. But, if these gentlemen 
simply wish justice and equity, wou](ln't 
it be the fair and equitable proposltlo:t 
simply to raise that limitation from seven 
to nine? Will they make any proposition 
like that? No. They simply say that 
their forefathers, far back there when 
the people little realized what the de­
velopments of the future would be, when 
they had no conception of the future 
commercial progress and prosperity of 
this State and its communities, when they 
had no suspicion that such a situation 
would ever arise as confronts us now, 
put that limitation there because that 
was the limit at that time of any (lis- representatives in the county of Cum­
trict getting representatives. We do not berland as they will voice it later on 
need any more represen ta tives than 151. this matter. 
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Mr'. BREvVSTER: Mr. Speaker, I 
would IH,e to inquire of the gentleman 
from Bridgton, Mr. Chaplin, whether 
he was a membel' of the committee on 
legal affairs which considered this mat­
ter >nHt un"nimously reported that it 
ought to pass? 

Mr. ItEDMA~ of 1<:118worth: Mr. 
Speaker a]](l Gentlemen of the House, 1 
am not g'oing to take but just a mo­
ment of your time. I represent a city 
a small city, Hnd I represent severai 
s~all towns in the northern part of my 
dIstrIct, and I have always had the 
feeling that the interests and the wel­
fare of that city that 1 represent and 
tho:..:;e to,,·n:--; that I represent are one 
and idcLltical, <tIlU I thinI, that the 
same principle hpplies to the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. CHAPLIN: 
considered in our 
minority report 
from. 

Mr. Speaker, it was 
committee and no 

was reported there-

Mr. B/'dU,ES: Mr. Speaker, after a 
man has been in court for a few years, 
it does not wony him any if he is be­
labvred, Lut a man has to be in 
court a few years Lefore he can get 
that equanimity of spirit so that he 
can take all sc.rts of thrusts with a 
smile. It is a grand thing for a man to 
learn, and all young mE'll will learn it 
if they ha \"e experience in COU1:t. I mn 
only f;aying this in regard to one prop­
osition. \Vhen the record is ready next 
week sometime, the House will ohse1"\'e 
that a good many of the things which 
the revresentatiye ()f Houlton i;; 
charged with haYing said, were not 
said, and it is a great deal better thing 
to j,now so many things you know, 
than to know so many thing's tha.t ,He 
not so. I charged that the act which we 
arc to yote on today was an insidious 
anu :oubtle attempt to acc(,mvlish some­
thing, if I can r('memoer' my words. 

Gentlemen of the House, my reputa­
tion as a. lawyer and my r'eputation for 
integrity is all that I haxe outside of 
my family. I stated to you that the 
law must be cllanged before a repre­
sentatiY8 can be taken from a country 
section of Cumberland county and giv­
en to Portland. No man who reasons 
will dispute that, and, if this attempt to 
increase the representation in the cit­
ies to more than seven was made in an 
out and out fair manner, the first thing 
that ,"ould haye heen suggested WOUiU 

be, or a bill w('uld have been intro-

Since I came O\'er here in January, I 
have nolie-cd a constant <'lash in thi>< 
legisl:lture l'etwecn the towns on the 
one hand and the cities on the other. I 
tell you, gentlelnen, vve Dre faCing a 
national crisis in thi" CCluntry today. 
This i::; a Urne \vhen WP, in the StatE~ of 
Maine, should stand together whether 
we come from towns or from cities. 
And I say to yon, gentlemen, that so 
far '1.S t his hill if' concerned, if it does 
have merit in it. let's make the Veopl" 
or the represpnbltiYes of Portland feel 
thnt they :)rp not Our enemies hut that 
they an? our fripnds. 

I thank you. (ApphusC'.) 

Mr. ;\lESWTtVI,J of Naples: lIIr. 
Speake,!', ftS a reprE'sentatiYe from 
nortl1ern Cllmbcrhnd, I 'Yfmt to state 
hefor", this House that I am opposed to 
tl1is re801 \'e, and I call for the yeas and 
nnys On the motion that it he'indefin­
itely postponed. 

Tile SPF~~c\ KETt: The Chair would 
suggest to thf' gentlemnn that as it 
carries the emen::'ency clause, it wou\,l 
take 101 yotes. Perhaps he would he­
Eatisfieil without the roll being callen. 

Mr. BHE\,VSTEH: Mr. Speaker, I 
do not understand there is any emer, 
gency. As a resolve amending the con­
stitution it requires a two-thirds vote. 
T do 110t understand how the emergencv 
phrase got on it. ' d uced, to redistrict this State so that 

northern CUlPherland county could, 
know just which towns would be 
classed together, where the men would 
come from and which one would have 
to surrender or let go to Portland. 

The SPEAKliJR: If it amends the 
Constitution, it requires a two-thirds 
vote of those present. 

We will r"lad the record when it 
comes up, and we will all of us-my 
Brother will have to and I shall be 
pleased to-stand on the record. 

Mr. HREWS'I'ER: Mr. Speaker. I 
should be very glad to haYe the recor11 
of this matter, but it will take consid­
erable time. I think perhaps a division 
of the House would amply settle it. 
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Tlw SPE_; KEn: 
to the g-en t1eman 
Meserve? 

Mr. l'vlT£SERVE: 

Is that satisfactory 
from Naples, !'vIr 

Yes. 

]\[1'. F"\ lUUNGTON of Augusta: ]\[1'. 

Speaker. I llncierstand the motion be­
fore the Hou~e is to inciefinitel~' post­
pone. 

Tile SFE_'c1(ER: The gentleman is 
]'igllt, and thc Chair stands corrected. 
The motion before the House is the 
motion of the gentleman from Island 
Fallp, Mr. Sisson, that the resolve be 
indefinitely postponed. As many as are 
in ]"1vor of the motion to indefinitely 
postpone will rise and stand until 
counted. 

A divipion being had, 
Ninety-two having voted in the af­

fil'matiH' anl] 31 in the negative, the 
motion to indefinitely postpone pre­
nliled, 

:\11'. F,\ ItlUKGTO~ of Augusta: Mr. 
Sp(>aker, I tnlst that the House will 
pardon me f(,r just one word as it is 
not on any motion. During the bal­
~nec of this week and during the week 
to come ther" are going to be a good 
111'ln,\' matters upon which we are go­
ing to have differences of opinion. I 
feel that we have the right to assume 
that every man who rises on the fioor 
to make a motion or who by remarks 
endorses anything with which we do 
not agree, is entitled at our hands to 
the belief that he is sincere and tha t 
he has no motives which are not rea­
sonable and right; and I trust that any 
debate which may be made upon the 
fioor from this time out will be made 
with that in view. 'Ve cannot all 
agree; there will be many things upon 
which we will disagree, but I do think 
that we can agree on the one proposi­
tion of attributing to every man who 
is in favor of a measure the very best 
and the most sincere motiyE's. (Ap­
plausE'.) 

:\11'. B17ZZELL of Belfast: 1\11'. 
Speaker. in addition to what the gen 
tIemall from Augusta (Mr. I~arrington) 
has already said, I wish to add a word. 
I think I am safe in saying that from 
our own viewpoint we are all good 
fellows, and r hope our fellow col-

leagues entertain that same idea of us. 
1\\y position on any question is-and it 
doc's not matter what it is, whether 
little fishes or larger propositions-I 
w"nt to satisfy myself, and when I 
i'eel I have voted the way I think, I 
I,now there IS at least one man satis­
fied. In addition to what the gentleman 
from .~ugusta has just said, if we are 
going to ,'ote in t1lat way and going to 
he square with ourselves, I would like 
to see everyone vote one way or the 
other, for when a vote is called for, if 
there i3 anything 1 detest, it is to see 
a ma 11 sit still all the time. Let him 
vote Olle \vay or the other. (Applause), 

The SPli;AKEH: The Chair lays be­
fore the House, An Act to authorize the 
Oxford Electric Co. to extend its lines 
to and within the town of Hebron and 
to purchase the equipment and fran­
chise of the trustees of Hebron acad­
emy, for passage to be enacted. 

1\[1'. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I mO\'e that we reconsider 
the vote whereby this act was passed 
to be engrossed in order that I may 
off0r the following amendment. 

The motion prevailed and the House 
reconsidered itfJ vote whereby the bill 
was passed to be engro;.;sed. 

'l'he SPEAKER: And the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Baxter, proposes 
the following amendment to An Act 
to authorize the Oxford Electric Co., 
and so forth, by striking out every­
thing after the enacting clause and by 
substituting therefor the following­
and the first four sections of the 
amendment are similar to the sections 
in the original hill, and Sections 5 and 
6 a,re ;ldc1ed, which the Chair will read 
if the House wishes. 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I move 
we dispense with the reading of all the 
sections except the last. 

The SPEAKER: "Section 6. This act 
shall not take effect until said Oxford 
Electric Co. shall have filed at the of­
fice of the secretary of State a cer­
tificate showing that the company has 
accepted all the provisions of the said 
act by vote of its stockholders at a 
mef>ting held on or hefore January 1, 



978 LEGISLATIYE nECOnD~BOCSE. :\LU{CH 28, 1917 

1918." '.rllis amendment is a combina­
tion of striking out and inserting and, 
of course. is permissible. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Portland, 
House Amendment "A" was adopted, 
and on further motion by tile samG 
gentleman, the bill, being House Doc­
ument No. 290, was passed to be en­
grossed as amEnded by House Amend­
ment "A." 

we hold him. Having been asked by 
those in charge to present this token, it 
gives me great pleasure, Mr. Speaker, 
and gentlemen of the House, to present 
this watch to our friend and our com­
panivn, Mr. Edgar E. Rounds. I hope 
that he may keep it throughout the re­
maining years of his life, and may live 
many years in which to enjoy it. I 
hope he will look back upon the days 
of this Legislature with pleasure and 
with killdly feelings toward us all. 

Mr. ANDrJRSON of Portland: Mr. (['rolong(;(l applause.) 
Speaker, we have been ],Cle this morn­
ing assembled atl(l haye listenell to the 
oratory and satire of tl18 various luelll­

bel'S, tJut it is not lTIY l)urpose to d\vell 
on that at all. lYe have other l1uties 
to perforn1. "Ve hn.ve perforr:1ed our 
duty so far as \vell as \ye as individ­
lUlls lUl vo seen it; "'8 ha V8 \vorked hard 
and have boen tired; we have Yote(l just­
lyon n18asur8S and have consequently 
felt that \ve have caused some feeling 
arnong ourselyE-'s, but after the vote ·was 
taken, gooc1 fellows]]ip again rcig·ned. 
At this time I thought possibly it would 
be an opportune time t.o bestow upon 
one of our brethren a token for which 
we have all contributed, aIHl the pres­
entation ·will be Dlarle by Mr. Baxter of 
Portland, to whom I yield. 

Mr. llAXTER of Portland: Mr. 

On "l'.Ir, F!'OU1Hls c0111ing forward to 
rccei \"u the gift, the Ine1ubC'rs rose to 
their f('(:'L and gl'eetcll him \vith cheers. 

Mr. E.(n:XDS: Members of the Leg­
islatUl'e: 1 cannot express my apprecia­
tion on this occasion, It is a great sur­
jJrise to me, but the other <lay there 
\vas a gentlclnan here in the House 
who bet me "- cigar that something was 
going to happen. Therefore, I thought 
there might something happen, and I 
luwe sent tile assistant clerk out to get 
tl1e cigars for the crowd, and he in a 
few minutes will be hack with them. 
(Ure.:lt :J.pplause,) 

-:'Ifr. Farrington of Augusta then call­
('(] [or three cheers for Representative 
1-(ound~. \ylliuh ,vere g·iven ·with a 'vill, 

Speaker an(] gentlemen of the House: The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes to 
You all remember that" week ago last >tatc tlJat the gentleman from Port­
Saturday you caIne to Portland at tho land, l\Tr. Huunds, js true to life-al\vays 
invilntion and as the guests of that city, ready ydth the "colne back." 
of ,vhich ,ve are all so proud. '1"he citl-
zen:::: of Portland osteenle<l it a Vl'iyilege 
to ent01·tain you. ,\Yo must not overlook 
the fact that of all thdse who helped. 
make this occasion a success, iJlere ,vas 
one ,vho took peculiar and a p8rsonal 
intel'l'st in it. \""'e are ull(1er especial 
oblig-ations to that member of the Port­
land delegation. The rest of us helped. 
as we could, but the success of the un­
dertaking rests entirely with tllat mem­
ber, and I know that all of us appre­
ciate what he did for us. There is no 
member of this House who has a bigger 
heart or \vho is l110re loyal to his friends 
than the member I refer to. We have 
taken a subscription from the members 
of the House in order that we might 
purchase something to present to this 
gentleman which would remind him of 
the affection and of the esteem in which 

lVI'·. 13AXTlCH of Portland: Mr. 
Sl)('aker, having been resl)onsible in a 
way fOl' the rule which we adopted. at 
Ll18 begil1ning of the session, I feel it 
hiCU111 ben t upon 1118 to n1ake a nlotion 
at the present time. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the rules be suspended and 
that the House be allowerl to smoke in 
consideration of the gift which Mr. 
Hounds presents to us. (Applause.) 

The SPSAKER: Those in fayor of 
the motion will say aye. The other side 
will not be put. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be­
fore the House for its final passage to 
be enacted the act amending Seotion 76 
of Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to smelts. 
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Mr. PACKA.RD of Rockland: Mr. 
Speaker, I was very much surprised to 
find out the other morning, while I 
happened to be out of the House, that 
this so-called smelt bill, after being 
once indefinitely postponed, had been 
taken off the table and given three 
several readings. I inquired into the 
matter thoroughly and was advised 
and told that the so-called smelt bill 
had a kind of a political smell to it; 
Qnd a.fter seeIng some members of the 
House who were inclined to believe 
that the bill 'was more political than 
for the benefit of the community, I 
got together some information which 
was not broug'ht out the other day. I 
tried the last time to explain the thing 
very thoroughly and assured you, gen­
tlemen of the House, that the bill was 
wrong, and I thing that it was. I as­
sure you now that I cannot for the life 
of me see wherein a sane man should 
abide by the statement that twenty 
men will steal the livelihood of one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred men. 
I have a letter signed by the Democratic 
and Republican town committees of 
the tcwn of ~Taldoboro, stating that 
the thing is free from politics and pro­
testing a.gainst the reconsideration of 
it. This letter is also signed by the 
Republican sheriff of Lincoln county. 
I have petitions from the Republican 
town committee of vViscasset and 
about a dozen individuals of vViscas­
set a.nd Damariscotta. I also have a 
letter from the Damariscotta Leather 
Company, signed by its president, who 
is a Republican, and he ends by say­
ing: "I therefore respectfully request 
that this bill be indefinitely postponed." 
And, gentlemen of the House, without 
taking any more of your time, I move 
you that this bill be indefinitely post­
poned. 

Mr. HARRIS of Boothbay Harbor: 
:\Ir. Speaker and Gentlemen: I am op­
posed to the bill being indefinitely 
postponed; but at this late hour the 
members want to go to dinner, and 
although I could talk for a while if I 
tried very hard, I am not gOing to. 
This bill has been before the Legisla­
ture ever since, I think, the second 
week. It met with a favorable im­
pression from the committee on sea 
and shore fisheries and that committee 

unanimously voted that it ought to 
pass. Now that is about all I have got 
to say. The thing has been thorough­
ly talked OV<2r among the members 
here and out in the corridor and on 
the street, and I think almost every 
member of thE: Legislature understands 
it. I am not going to take up much 
more time, but just cite you to the fact 
that this bill received a unanimous re­
port from the committee on sea and 
shore fisheries and met with a favor­
able reception in the Senate. So far 
as the town of vValdoboro is con­
cerned, gentlemen, vValdoboro has 
nothing more to do with it than Skow­
hegan. It is the :'"')wns of Damaris­
cotta, Nobleboro, "\Visea."'''''"t, Edgecomb, 
vVestport, Southport, b00thbf).v HS.r­
bar, Bristol, and those towns t""J- '3.re 
located around the Damariseott~ and 
Sheepscot rivers. They are not ask­
ing to go up the river to ~Taldoboro, 
and therefore I do not see that 
vValdoboro should have any interest in 
it whatever; and I hope, Mr. Speaker 
and gentlemen, that the bill will re­
ceive its passage. 

Mr. GOLDTHW AIT of Biddeford: 
Mr. Speaker, in support of my position 
as a member of the committee that re­
ported unanimously upon the bill, I 
wish to say a word. This bill would 
amend the general law protecting the 
entire coast from Cape Small Point to 
Owls Head against seining of smelts. 
Now the situation as it appealed to us 
who reported the bill unanimously was 
like this: Down in these shore towns 
at the mouth of these rivers were fish­
ennen who had to stand idly on the 
shore and watch the smelts go up the 
rivers twenty- or twenty-five miles to 
be caug'ht by someone else. Absolute­
ly they were prohibited from taking 
them with seines, and that is the only 
:-nethod by which they could take them. 
Now personally I am opposed to un­
restricted semmg. I would be the last 
Olle to do anything to put out of busi­
ness the line fishermen up these 
rivers; but I have seen in other places 
cases where seining, restricted, as is 
proposed in this measure, was carried 
on as well as a successful line fishing. 
I thinl< that may be true in this case; 
at least I felt so sure that I was will­
ing to vote for this bill. 
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The SPEAKEH: The question before 
the House is the motion of the gentle­
man from Rockland. Mr. Packard. 

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker, I have no particular interest 
in this bill. "Vhen it was considered 
here in the House before. I said some­
thing on the proposition and my col­
leagues took exception to my attitude. 
I want to be thoroughly understood 
on this proposition as well as on all 
other propositions. My brother Barnes 
said today in the course of one of his 
most noble efforts that most all law­
yers knew what it was to get the short 
end of the stick or the smutty end of 
the poker. We do appreciate that 
above all kinds of people. I stood here 
yesterday looking into the faces of 
certainly anything but a hostile gath­
ering, but that really nin not mattel' 
to me. I ha.ve practiced law for a 
while, also. It looked good to look into 
the eyes ,of people who were, to use 
that homely expression, "agin yer." 
You really could calculate just what 
humanity might do undel' some con­
ditions notwithstanding the equity of 
the proposition. Now you know I have 
not very much interest in the smelt" 
down in the Sheepscot and Damaris­
cotta rivers. Probably I never shall 
drop a. line in those two rivers-nevel' 
in my life; but it was stated here 
after the discussion the other day­
and I am going to treat this. matter 
candidly-that there were politics one 
way or the other and that the leaders 
of the Democracy were meeting in se­
c] usion. They sain "Boys, go ahead and 
do so and so," and then there was 
an effort the other way to do some­
thing else. Now regardless of those 
two efforts I simply say that it is fair 
to use those two rivers the same as 
you use other rivers. This proposition 
has been tried out, as I understand 
it, bef,ore for several years, and the 
proposition wa·s considered from the 
standpoint of the people down there to 
be a bad proposition and a poor law; 
so much so that they repealed it, and 
they said: "You shan't do any more 
seining in Sheepscot and Damaris­
cotta rivers than you do in the other 
rivers that reach the coast of Maine." 
Consequently, that is my position, and 

I love to vote with the minority just 
the same, if I feel that I am support­
ing my honest conscience. Now you 
know that I cannot really get over 
feeling that the people down in the 
city of Portland should not have just 
as many representatives according to 
their number as some town down in 
'\Vashington county. I may be wrong 
about this, you know; but I cannot 
help believing that the people down in 
every section of Cumberland county, 
whether in Portland or some other sec­
tion of the county, should not have the 
sa.me representation as far forth as 
possible as other places-Wash­
ington, Hancock, Kennebec or else­
where. Of course I am with the ma­
jority and I am perfectly willing to 
let that go. I will concede that you 
will say I was wrong; but I am like a 
ladY,---l cannot be convinced in my 
own mind. ","ow shall we treat those 
little fishE'H down there in those two 
rivers 5ust the same as we do in other 
places? When some of my Republi­
can friends, either here in this House 
or in the Senate, make what I consider 
cia ss Icgislation, I am going to disagree 
with them. Even though my position on 
the hunting proposition may be said 
by some to have been an unfortunate 
position on my part, I assume all the 
conditions, and am perfectly willing 
to do so. Nobody has got to assume 
them but myself. You know how we 
voted the other day and tha t I said 
I did not believe there was any poli­
tics in it. However I took certain 
steps to find out, and as the result 
of the first step I will refer you to 
what the State committeeman says 
about it down in that county. Then 
I will go to some of the town commit­
teemen and I will see what they say 
ahout it. Then I will go to some of 
the representative citizens and see 
what they say about it, and this is 
what they say. Here is Mr. George A. 
Cowan, State committeeman down 
there. He says: "To the House and 
Senate of the Maine Legislature, now 
in session: 

"Relative to the act 'to repeal the 
smelt law from Cape Small Point,' 
etc., now before the legislature, I wish 
to state that under the present exist­
ing law the smelt industry on Dam-
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ariscotta Bay is of much importance 
and benefit to a large body of men 
and their families 11ereabou ts" they 
are the [eHows I am in favor of-the 
Im'ge body not the few seiners, I am 
in fa ','or of the fellows plugging with 
the hand linG, I do not say this with 
any feeling for anybody, llUt r simply 
\vant to go on }'('cord in faY01' of 
those fellows, 

Continuing, .Mr. Cowan says: "It 
has heen called to my attention that 
claims al'e being marIe l)y sl)Jne, I do 
not IUlO\\' whom, that the same is 
ll{'illg' 111atle a poli,tical q tlPstion. 
wish to st'1te that [ am quite familiar 
with politics in the county of Lincoln 
am] must condemn the statements, if 
'~ny such ha \'8 been made, that the 
eiti~p!1H "\vho [t}'e opposing a change in 
the law as it no,V exists are doing ~o 

I01' any political gain for inc1ividlWl 
(}r party, for they, I believe, are wol'l,­
ing fOl' the greatest good for the ;:l'eat­
est numtJCr intercsterl. I am heartil,' 
in sympathy wi.th maintaining the 
law as it is at present, for the purpose 
of giving a hU'ge llumber of men a 
chance to earl1 an honest living during 
tl", rlu1l winter months, 

If any member of the legislatu]'p 
wishes tllat I mal", any further state­
Inent or anRvVel' an;: questions rpJa­
tive to said present law or Ule pro­
posed change, or regarding the Rnme 
lJeing :1., political rtuE'stion, I -will hE' 
Ycry glad to (10 SO, believing' it 80111H1 

llUsinpss anr] for the lwst interests of 
the COl1llty of Lincoln, as n ,,,hole, to 
maintain the present law, 

Yours very truly, 
(Signerl) (rEOH(1E A. CO,YAl\'," 

T11ere is George Cowan's word for it, 
No"\v I cUTI not going to read the next 
letter, lJ1lt it is from Ule State com­
mitteeman of the Hepublican party, 
,Yestoll A, Hilton, and a ve~'y similar 
letter, Then comes the Damal'iscotta 
and NewcaBtle Bonrd of Trade si,'n1Gc~ 
by George L, Pastorius, President, 
Jsanc C, Stetson, Yicp-Pn'sirlent, H. VV. 
Clifford, Treasurer, I~eon A, Dodge, 
Secretary, I will just read fl line 0" 

two from it, "The smelt fishing was in 
said river prflctically destroyed in that 
1hose years became unprofitahl," both 
to seincrs and line fishermen," That 

was when t11e law was that they might 
do a little seining there, I do not be­
liel'e those fellows are taking this from 
the political standpoint. 

Now I haye a sort of an open letter 
from the "electmen of Damariscotta, 
the se!ectme'1 of Nobleboro, '1'hree se­
lectmEll of Damariscotta 3re Hepublic­
an and one of the three selectmen from 
","oblebo1'o is a Hepublican. .B'or fear 
that "ou may think 1 am slipping o\,er 
this a little h"stily 1 will read: "vVe 
haye b0en informed that the oj)j)osi­
tifll1 td the p'ls"nge of bill 'An Act to 
~1l1wlld Section G of Chapter 45 of tlw 
nc·\"j!'-ipd Statute;.), relating to smelts', 
HOlle,,, Document Xo, 520, is confined to 
onc political party, Such R statement 
jn Ollr ovinion is contrary to the fact. 
\'·,'c l1'lH' nel'er 118fo1'e heard the (jues­
tion o[ politics mcntionerl in connection 
with the hill. It is a matter that is of 
great interest to many people in this 
section." 

Kow 11ere is a word from the select­
men of X ewcastle, setting- forth sub­
st~ntinIly the same facts as I ha\'e 
rE ad in the others, Here also is a let­
ter fl'om the Damariscotta Herald, the 
editor of which is the recorder of the 
municipal court there and one of the 
selectmen of the town, He says "I 
I\'ish to prot"st aga in8t the propos('(] 
legislatio" which opens Damariscotta. 
and Sheepscot 1'i\'ers to seining, I pro­
test ngninst the in.iustice \vhich Ringle..; 
out the smelt f],hery of these two ri\'­
ers for d('struc-tion. I nli] to see wh,', 
if spining' is gr,od for us, it is not also 
.c·ooo [or oth01' rh'el's of the State and 
iho~e ;1cljoinJng' llS. I prot('~t l)E'cause it 
depri\ es hlllldrcds of men and boys of 
pmp1o~vmC'llt in the \vinter time, .. vhen 
work is hard to g('t, T protest hecClllse 
experif'l1ce h'1s shown sadly that smelts 
cannot stimcl seining and a \'ery short 
])C'riocl of s,?inin" means the practical 
extermin8tion of the schools in the 
ri\'cr8 doomed by the proposed law. 
Or,c(' gone, the smelt is gone fore\'er 
because in the c[tse of this fish artificial 
propap-n tion is impossihle, Opening- thp 
riY('rs p8rt \\'8y is the S8m" in effect a.' 
op(,l1iilC: the entire stream for the smelts 
lea YE' the riYers in the spring and prn c­
ticn.l1y ]10ne Cfln e-et D8st the seines, I 
protest hecause this law is class lee-is­
lation 8nd for a mighty small class, 
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too. It sacrifices the interests of hun-
dreds for a tE'I11J,c orary gain for a dozen. 

(Signed) George \\'. Singer." 

",ow, gentiemE'n, 1 feel, after present­
ing thOSE, petitions and the ,vords of 
those people down there, that 1 ha \'E' 
satisfied you of what 1 saiiJ the other 
day that there was no I}olitic" In it, 
and my position is the same today as it 
was then, regardless of what your 
minds are ic·day on this proposition. I 
still am in favor of two hundred or 
two hundred and fifty hand liners to a 
dozE'n or twenty or tweniy-fi\'e sE'iners. 
I thank you. 

Mr, COLE; of Eliot: 1\11'. Speaker, I 
presume whiC'hE'\'er way the House 
votes it will vote wrong-there isn't any 
doubt about it-on this smelt proposi­
tion. It comes up every two years, 
and, if you pass this matter as it is 
asked to be passed today two YE'ars from 
now they will send it back here and 
have it repealed, Four years ago I was 
chairman of the committeE' on sea and 
shore flsheries and the same old bill>; 
were up then that are up now, 'tnd 
when 1 looked at the index to see what 

ing is their livelihood. Now there are 
other men who are good citizens and 
who have some rights as citizens; but 
you would not say that you should 
make a law that would give a man an 
opportunity to gG out one day a week 
when he wants to go smelting for 
pleasure and take away the every-day 
Ii velihood 01 the a verage man who 
makes that his every-day occupatioll. 
And that is what you are doing. You 
are class legislating in favor of a lot 
of men who want to go hand lining 
once or twice a week two or three 
months in the winter, and you are tak­
ing away the every-day livelihood of 
men whose families are dependent all 
them for what they can get while 
SITlelts are running. LE't's look at it as 
a business propo~ition for men who aI''') 
in thE' business of fishing ['end who have 
no otJwr occupation. 1 remember one 
of these ,'ery bills on a certain river, 
and I do not know but it is this Egypt, 
bay, Franklin Bay, and so forth, that 
runs up througlc there with its ramifica­
tions into a lot of towns; and there was 
a stone mason and a blacksmith and a 
lot of men of various other occupations 

was on it, J found "Smelts in ihe wa\:- who came lwfore us protesting against 
ers of Egypt Bay, Franklin Day, 'l'aun- whatever the hill was. Those men 
ton Hay an(l Hh'er", and nil the other,; said "vVhE'n I want to take a day off 
right along, just reversing it e\'ery bY0 find go out find get some nsh, I ought 
years; 80 tLat what",ver you do today, to have the opportunity of dOing it." ff 
they will be back two years from now that man gets four smelts as long as 
to do it over again. It seems thE'r8for8 his fingE'1', he ha~ prohably had a good 
a pretty good idea to change and gin' time and a day off for a yacation to try 
thE' other fellows a chance. That j" his Illck. E'~t th"t is not his nsnal oc­
just what haPPE'ns to the smelt indus- cunation. His usual occupation is 
try, Mr. Speaker, all along the coast. horseshoE'ing or cuttin,S; granite or 
TJ1ere is, howevfr, another more seri- somE'thil'g E'lse; that is where he earns 
ous side to it. vVe went all throuS;'h his liYing. T t,eliE've in every man for 
this bmelt industry at the time T men- his job. T beliE've if we are going to 
tion and I remember it very well. There legislate, Mr. Speaker, we should legis­
are men who earn their living and that late in bE'half of that class of people 
of their families in the fishing indusiry. who are making it their prinCipal occu .. 
Their monE'Y is invE'sted in the variou~ pation and earning thE'ir livE'lihood 

to ther,,])y. I am for the seiner in thiq 
earn that living', They devote their ""- cflse; aniJ if he wants to catch them all 
tirE' time just as you devote yours to this YE'flr and cannot hflve any next 
your businE'ss and T to mine. They year, th',i is his fault. If it becomes 
take each lin'> of fish in its season and nE'CE'ssary some time to protect thp 
catch what they can to support thE'm- smelt in order that they mfty come 
selvE'8 and thE'ir families. vVhE'11 it is back, let's come to this ledslature and 
the smE'lt season, thE'Y try to gE't put on a dose time, but let's not les;is­
smelts; when it is the call season, they latA ag>linst thA fishE'rman whose occu­
try to get cod; when it is the best lob- pation is fishing, in favor of the fellow 
stering, they try to get lobsters. Fish- who wants to takE' a day off and who 

nets and weirs which are needed 
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thinks he can <:arn four dollars a da" not understand this somersault. YOll 
catching smelts while they are running, voted to indefinitely postpone this ques­
leaving his occcpation of cuttins' gran- tion the other day 65 to 41. Why this 
ite 01' shoeing l10rses or something of change of heart? I am thoroughly in fa­
that kind. Val' of the indefinite ]lostponement of this 

Mr. P ACKAHD of Hockland: Mr. bill and shall so vote. I hope everybocly 
Speaker, if it was wise to kill this bill \Vill vote intelligently in this matter ana 
four years ago and report unfavorablo' that it won't be back here again to­
on it two years ago, I think it is wise to n10rrO\V. 

do it now and I move the previous (lUeS-

lion. 
Mr. LAHHABEE of Bath: Mr. Speaker, 

I do not agre~ ~t all with my friend, Mr. 
Cole from Eliot. If Mr. Cole knows any-

Mr. WEBB of Cherryfield: Mr. Speaker thing about the fishing business, he 
and Gentlemen of the House: I jU"t kno\Vs that what he says is not so; anel 
want to make a statement here in regard if any man here in the House knows 
to fishing in Franklin Bay. It is not in anything about flshing, or knows any­
my class, but 1 am very familiar with it. thing about the lay of the rivers down 
This matter came up here two years ago, there that they are t~lking about, or tn" 
and, as to reversing it, I want to say to flsh Imsiness, he will know that it is not 
this House that they just wanted to cx- so for this reason: There are verhaps a 
tend the hand line fishing and they fouwf dozen seiners down at the mouth of the 
it a perfect success. They come here two rivers, the Damariscotta and the 
this year and still want to extend it Sheepscot. If you catch all the fish down 
down further-just the same as this prop- there by those seines, what are the men 
osition-down to the mouth of the river. going to do at the other end of the ri\'er? 
I do not see why he claims it was revers- My friend says that the men at the 
ing what they were here two years ago mouth of the river make it their annual 
for. They never had handlining in those 
bays before; but two years ago they came 
here and had a hard time to pass it. 
After a while they got it through and 
they found it 'J. perfect success. As the 
gentleman from Belfast (Mr. Buzzell) has 
said, it furnishes employment for a hun­
dred or a hundred and fifty men where it 
did in the years past to a very few, I 
should say a dozen. I hope, gentlemen, 
when this is voted on that you will vote 

business, in numbers, to catch sn1eIts but 
they only run a few months in the year. 
Take that line of argument, what are the 
men in the Sassanoa river going to do? 
That river is opposite the city of BatJl 
an(1 affects the people I represent. They 
fish with the hand line and they fish 
through the ice and they have thes, 
houses. Perhaps the men in the norther'1 
]lart of the State do not realize that they 
have the small houses that they do riglu 
on the ice, and they may stay there for for the hundred and fifty or two hun(1red 

men instead of the dozen or fifteen. a week or a month or two months at a 
The SPEAKFJR: Mr. Packard of Rock. time, and they catch their fish and put 

land has moved the previous question, them in boxes and send them to the New 
and, unless the Chair hears objection, it 
will rule that the previous question has 
been ordered. That gives five minutes de­
bate. The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Waterville, Mr. Berry. 

York market, and that is their livelihood 
for the winter days. Also at the upper end 
of the city of Bath, they have their lines 
and houses and they mak~ it their busI­
ness to do this sort of fishing through 
the winteJ'. Xow if you shut off the fish 

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr. Speaker at the mouth of the river, what will the 
and Gentlemen of the House: This ques- men do at the upper end of these rivers? 
tion was thoroughly threshed out the I just put the proposition up to you as a 
other day and I cannot understand th" business proposition,-what would you 
attitude. It is said that a wise man think if you were a fisherman in the city 
changes his mind, a fool never, and I can of Bath? 
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lUr. \VILSON of l'orlland: Mr. Speaker, is off, put dowl! a .stake anLl hire a dury 
as the gentlen1un fro1l1 \VC1l81'ville has 80 as to get their place reserved. They 
said this matter was Lliscussecl in this go in there with these little nets and 
House some days agu. It seemed to me they sweep that place and they keep at 

at that time, and I am more conyinced of it every year. One year they will 11avc 
it now, that the matter was not intelli- poor luck and the next year good luck. 
gently discussed. Xow I kno·w SOlnethin'S' The fish are there sometimes and 80[118-

about this matter and I want these g'en- times they are not. 'l'his very last fall 
tlemen who do not know to understan'l fishermen who went there and fished t!1at 
that these rivers are from a mile to twc) little place made more mOlley and gOt 
miles in width at the place where sein- more smelts than had happened for 
ing would be stopped under this bill. years and they haye been fishing there 
It is not a little stream wnere you coulll ever since I can remember, This is just 
string a net across and stop all the fish. a little narrow place which is not the 
That is not the way smelts are caught. case in this bill. 'l'his bill applies tu a 
You w,ere told the othel' day about a wide river-bay, I shbuld cal! it-and It 

great seine that would go al! around this would be impossible, I shouW say, for 
building, That is not the fact and that the seiners at the mouths of these rivers, 
is not the way smelts are caught. If or within the territory covered by thIs 
your seine catches on the bottom and a bill, to catch all the smelts. They could 
hole is torn in it, away go your t1sh. not do it, 
Smelts are seined in narrow places \Vitll 
a small net that two men can use hancli­
Iy six or seven feet in depth. They get 
it by the corners and swing around and 
perhaps caver a space thE' length of that 
wall. They sweep around and they get 
what smelts there are. It was said that 
smelts are migratory. As a young chap 
I lived right on Casco Bay and I live 
there now a large part of the season. 
We have this smelt business there. Whet> 
I was a youngster we had eight t1sh 
weirs,-and to show you how migratory 
those fish are, one of those weirs woulrl 
catch perhaps 50 pounds some nights-they 
usually get them at low water in the 
night because they won't come in th8 
day time when- they ca n see. One of 
those weirs woulc1 catch perhaps jO 

pounds and none of the other seven 
would get any. It would seem almost 
impossible that the fish would go by 
those weirs but they woulc1 and they 
would get into some one of them on the 
ebb tide coming- down. On that same bay, 
every weir industry has died out years 
ago. In that same bay and within a half 
a mile of where tbe weirs were there ig 
a little narrow cbannel which runs In at 
low water. That cbannel is no wieler 
than from where T stand to tbe further 
side of this hall. It is 'rerhans a half 
mile Ion!:!' and is a favorable seining pIaN' 
for smelts. Fishermen ,,0 there in the 
fall anel go there weeks 1,efo' e the bw 

;\11'. GRANT of Hope: :;VIr. Speaker, 
jnst for thc information of the House, 
I would like to say that these little 
smelt nE'ts he speaks of arE' only about 
six hundred feet long. 

1\11', BUZZELL of Belfast: 1\11'. 
~peakcr, thE're was a liitle matter that 
1 forgot that was given to me by a man 
1 have known for some time down at 
Damariscotta; and by the .way 1 askeel 
him for this information and told him 
I would like to get the expression of 
the business I!lE'n of that place. So lle 
~E'nt, or gave me in hand, a petition 
with forty-six names of merchants, 
druggisL:.;, hanl\YDre men, shoe dealer:::;, 
jewelers, clothing, and so forth and so 
on from that place. Thirty out of the 
46 ar2 HepuhlicalJs, and they say they 
want the industry left as it is. 

Xow just one word in relation to tilE' 
hand line fishermen and the seiners. It 
looks to me as if this law, if it was go­
ing to worl, out for the good of all, that 
the hand line fdlows would not object 
to the sein'3rs, and that if the seiners 
did first rate, why should they object 
to the proposition? It was reported to 
me llpon yery good authority that the 
hand lim' fellows took about eight 
thousand dollars out of Damariscotta 
river alone this winter-some two hun­
dr('d of them, Xow that is about forty 
dollars apiece for these fellows, an in­
come of about forty dollar" apiece. Now 
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had we rath,"r ha ye that eight thousand, 
dollars in the Imnds of fifteen or twen­
ty' or would it be better to ha\'e it in 
the hands of two hundred'? There is 
the proposition. 

Mr. HARRIS of Boothbay Harbor: 
Mr. Speaker, I do not want to take up 
any more time than possible, but if my 
friend from Belfast, the gentleman who 
just spoke, Mr. Buzzell, has any letters 
or petitions or anything to show 
against this bill from the towns of 
Boothbay Harbor, Boothbay, Bristol, 
Edgecomb, South Bristol, 'Yestport or 
Southport, I would like to hear from 
him. Now these letters and petitions, 
of course, are frem the people up there 
where the ice fishermen are. 1 am well 
acquainted with George Cowan; he is a 
particular friend of mine and our State 
committeeman. 1 expect all of those 
gentlemen up there, every man and eY­
ery boy, to be in fayor of fishing 
through the iCt and against this bill; 
but how about the fellows down in 
these towns tl:a t I have mentioned '? 
Whatever politics there may be in this 
thing do not exist there; they exist in 
the city of AUf'"usta. 

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak­
er, if politics ha ye crept Into this, 
either down there or up here, if they 
crept in up here we ought to be 
ashamed of ourselves. It seems to me 
that this legislature is too big and too 
great to mix politics, and ward politics 
at that, into a measure like this. It is 
none of our business what the people 
down there do or what they say. It is 
our business to discuss the best inter­
ests of the State. The one thing that 
sticks out before my eyes is this: Pre­
vious legislatures have made smelt 
laws or fish laws-I don't know what 
they are, they are one or the other-for 
our whole coast; and in those laws they 
have forbidden going Into ri\'ers and 
fishing for smelts with seines. Now 
the proponents of this bill come and 
pick out two riYers and they hnxe not 
offered one single argument why those 
two rivers should be an exemption from 
previous laws. Undoubtedly thE' pre­
vious laws were made not to help the 
people I)f Soutl-port, or South bora, 
whatevpr it is, but to protect the people 
of the State of Maine as a whole. Now 

this one thing must stick out to every 
mind: Those 1 roponents have come 
with that exception to that law. There­
fore the burden is on them to show by 
argument why there should be an ex­
cepticn. 

Mr. AMES of f:itockton Springs: Mr. 
Speaker, the cL>mmittee on sea and 
shoro fisheries reported unanimously in 
favor of this bill, and there was no pol­
itics in it at that time. The report of 
the ocmmittee ought to be supported. 
The politics came in later in the game. 

1\11'. HARMAN of Stonington: Mr. 
Speak"r and gentlemen of the House: 
I was a member of that committee 
which reported unanimously in favor 
of this hill. Under the present law 
you cannot fish for smelts wi,th seines 
along the coast there for many miles 
within one half mile of the shore. 
They came to us with this bill, and 
they said the only object of it was 
to allow them to fish for smelts along 
the coast but not in the mouths of the 
rivers. N"ow when they agreed on the 
line, we looked i,t over and thought 
it was not up far enough in the 
mouth of the river to interfere with 
the hook and line fishermen. I was 
not very fa.miliar with the Sheepscot 
and Damariscotta rivers. Therefore, 
I thought that the line was all right. 
If it had be.en a section that I repre­
sented in ,my part of tIlt' State, I should 
l-ave looked into the matter more 
carefully. Now we are changing a 
law which has been on the statute 
books for a number of years. 'Ye are 
making an exception of the Sheepscot 
and Damariscotta rivers. If we have 
110t made any in other rivers of the 
State of Maine, I believe we ought 
not open up the mouths of these riv­
ers for seining, as it wiII do a great 
injustice to the hook and line fisher­
men up the river. I trust that the 
motion ,of the gentleman from Rock­
land, Mr. Packard, wiII prevail. 

The -SPEAKER: Is the House ready 
for the question? 

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr. 
Speakel', I would like to say one thing. 
As a member of the sea and shore 
fisheries committee, I heard that mat-
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tel' under discussion not once, but 
many times. On this bay where these 
rivers empty into, there are four rivers 
that parallel each other al'ound the 
different islands, Boothbay Harbor 
and peninsulars there, and we con­
sidered by looking at the charts that 
there was ample chance for the smelts 
to go up the other two rivers and 
still protect these fishermen in Booth­
bay and Bcothbay Harhor in that in­
dustry. When the gEmtIeman says 
that they fish with a smelt seine six 
hundred feet long, he certainly cannot 
know as much about smelt seines as 
I do. A smelt seine six hundred feet 
long you could not possibly use. These 
smelt seines are made purposely to 
catch smelts and they are short seineR 
that a man and a boy can handle. 
The argument has been made that they 
catch the smelts and carry them up on 
the shore and leave a lot to spoil. I 
have no doubt the industry down in 
the eastern part of the state is the 
same as in the western part and that 
they carefully sort out thes,e s,melts 
and sell them according to their size 
and waste none of them. Gentlemen, 
I believe in .iustice to Hie smelt fisher­
men, and as the gentleman has said 
for the interests of the people of the 
whole state that the motion to indefi­
nitely postpone should not prevail. I 
believe the committee's report should 
be sustained. 

Forty-two having voted in the affirm· 
ative and 73 in the negative, the motion 
of the gentleman from Rockland, Mr. 
Packard, was lost. 

]'lr. HAHIUS of Boothbay Harbor: I 
move that the bill have its final pas­
ciage. 

Mr. PACKARD of Rockland: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to introduce House 
Amendment A to that bill. 

The SPEAKER: It is not in order 
unless the vote is reconsidered whereby 
the bill was passed to be engrossed. If 
the House wishes it, the Chair will en­
tertain that motion. 

Mr. PACKARD: I move you, Mr. 
Speaker, that the vote be reconsidered 
whereby the bill was passed to be en­
grossed. 

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. 
Speaker, it seems to me that we have 
smelt all the smelts we want to. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the reconsideration of the vote whereby 
the bill was passed to be engrossed. As 
rnany as are in favor of its reconsider­
ation will say yes; those opposed will 
say no. 

A viva voce vote being had, 
The motion to reconsider was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Harris of Boothbay 
The SPEAKER: The motion before Harbor, the bill was passed to be en­

the House is the motion of the gentle- acted. 
man from Rockland, Mr. Packard, that 
the measure be indefinitely postponed. 
As many as are in favor of that motion On motion by Mr. Packard of Rocl{-

land, 
will rise and stand until counted. 

A division of the House being- had. 
Ad.iourned until 9.30 o'clock tom,lrrr"l"'­

morning. 


