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HOUSE.

Thursday, March 15, 1917,

The House met according to adjourn-
ment and was called to order by the
Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bussabarger
of T.ubec. ’

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Unanimous consent being given, the
rules were suspended and Mr. Rounds
of Portland introduced out of order the
fellowing order:

Ordered, that when the House ad-
journs, it adjourns to meet Iriday, Mar.
16, 1917, at 9 o'clock in the forenoon.

The SPRAKER: The Chair will say
to the members that the object of the
order is that many are going to I’ort-
land—we hope everybody is going to
Portland—and beginning at 9 o’clock we
will get through early so as to take the
train which leaves at twelve.

The order received a passage.

Papers from the Senate disposed of

in concurrence.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of L. 1. Bradstreet and Sons Company
for the balance due on the Farmington

State Normal School dormitory con-
struction.
Came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed.

On motion by Mr. Ellis of Gardiner,

the House voted to concur with the
Senate in indefinitely postponing the
resolve.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of the Machias Rlectric Light Com-
pany in payment for current furnished
the ‘WWashington State Normal School.

Came from the Senate indefinitely
pestponed.

On motion by Mr. Holt of Skowhegan,
the House voted to concur with the Sen-
ate in indefinitely postponing the re-
solve.

From the Senate: An Act to extend
the charter of the Washington County
Light & Power Company, new draft.
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In the House, this bill was passed to
be engrossed as amended by House
Amendment A.

In the Scnate, House Amendment A,
was rejected and the bill in a new draft
was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr,
Speaker, T did not expect that this mat-
ter would come before the House so
soon after the debate of yesterday; but
I consider it very fortunate that it
comes about in this way. I want to
explain to the House—

The SPEAKER:
sugest that there
the House.

Mr. BAXTER: I was about, Mr.
Speaker, to move that we insist on our
action in adopting House Amendment
A.

[ want to cxplain to the House the
situation in regard to this bill. The
hill as originally introduced grants cer-
tain additional rights to the Washing-
ton County l.ight and Power Company,
and, as 1 understand it, nobody in the
House, nor in the other body, objects
to the rights being given to the Wash-
ington County Light and Power Com-
pany. I think the rights they ask for
are entirely reasonable. Bearing that
in mind, gentlemen, we come to this
question, as to whether or not it is to
he the policy of this House to attach to
such charters as this the amendment
that 1 propose which in substance is as
follows: that this company shall not
have the right to transmit electric cur-
rent bevond the limits of the State,
and it shall not have the right to con-
solidate with any other company which
now has the right to take current out-
side of the State of Maine. Now that
is the only question before this House,
and I am very glad that it comes up in

The Chair would
is no motion before

<0 positive and so definite a form.
Yesterday, as you remember, we in-
dulged in quite a lengthy debate and

the issue was not clear. There was an
issue of parliamentary law between the
Speaker and myself and the other gen-
tlemen who supported me, but today
that is entirely eliminated from the
discussion and we come right down to
the bare question, what shall be the
policy of the State of Maine. We
adopted this amendment unanimously
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several days ago and sent the charter
to the Senate. Yesterday they refused
to concur in the adoption of the
amendment and the charter now comes
back to us and we must take some
definite action on it. The situation
presents itself in just the right form
according to my way of looking at it.
We all realize that the danger, if you
can consider it a danger, comes along
the eastern and western borders of our

State. 'Washington county, as we all
know, borders the Province of New
Brunswick, and, if we are to allow

electric companies to take current out
of the State, this Washington County
Company, will be very material in
helping those companies to carry out
their plans., The same situation would
present itself in York and Oxford
countics which border the state of New
Hampshire, Now when we vote upon
this question, if we vote to insist upon
our former action, we are voting to
amend this Washington county char-
ter, so that they cannot take the cur-
rent out of the State, and so that no
other company in consolidation with
them can do the same thing. I do not
want to discuss here the general sub-
ject of taking current outside of the
State, because that is going to come
before us in a proposed law later on
which will allow all companies to do
it; but I do feel that it is absolutely
essential for us this morning to take
gome definite action.

There are three large interests op-
erating electric and power companies
in the State of Maine. Those inter-
ests are as follows: There are the in-
terests which own the powers in the
region of Rangeley Lakes, and es-
pecially in Rumford Falls. There is
the Central Maine Power <Company,
then there is the corporation known as
the B. W. Clark Management Corpor-
ation which owns railroads which pass
through this city and which extend a
long distance east and west of us.
Now when the time comes, gentlemen,
that it is for the interests of the com-
panies to consolidate, to join drives,
they have a perfect right to do so;
I do not want to stand in their way.
I do not want to stand in the way of
any of these companies developing the
State of Maine, and I shall not stand

I F
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here before the House and offer one
word of protest, no matter how wide
their powers are, unless they try to
get through some legislation which
will allow them to do the very thing
which T feel would be greatly against
the interests of the State of Maine.
The situation may well be likened to
a chain. Each one of these companies,
and each one of their constituent com-
panies, represents a link in the chain.
Now the question is whether we are
going to help them in forging this
link or that link so that when the time
comes there will be one continuous
unbroken chain running east and west
across this State, and north and south
through the center of it. That is the
question before us. It is not one com-
pany or another, it is the whole situ-
ation; and we must act here having
in mind the fact that no matter how
small a charter may be, no matter how
insignificant it may be today, the
time may come when that charter will
be the one thing which will enable
these companies to accomplish their
purpose. That is the whole situation.
If we should recede and concur with
the Senate, we say to the people of
Maine that it is the opinion of this
TLegislature that this restriction should
not be put upon the Washington Coun-
ty J.ight and Power Company, and I
am sure nobody then would have the
courage to get up again on the floor
of this House and advocate that this
amendment be put upon the charter
of any other company that comes be-
fore us at this session. We may well
differ as to the advisability of insist-
ing upon this non-transmisson idea.
I shall not question any member’s sin-
cerity or honesty of purpose if he
votes against it; but T do want every
member to understand the situation
that is before us, so he may vote in-
telligently and say when he goes back
to the people who sent him here that
he voted intelligently on this ques-
tion; that he knew what he was vot-
ing on and is willing to take the praise
or the blame for his action.

I do not know who owns the Wash-
ington County Light and Power Com-
pany; that does not interest me. I
suppose—I have every reason to be-
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lieve—that they are gentlemen who
want to develop the resources of
‘Washington County, and I shall not
put a trig in their wheels. I want to
help them in any way, but the only
thing is we must not give them, in my
opinion, any right, now or later, to
join with any other companies. When-
ever any one of these three big in-
terests—and because they are big I
do not criticize them. I am glad they
are big and I want them to develop
every water power in the State of
Maine just as rapidly as possible;
but, gentlemen, when any one, or
when all three, of these big in-
terests consider it to their advan-
tage to purchase the Washington
County Light and Power Company of
course they will do so, and if we have
not put a trig in the wheels, if we
have not protected the interests of
the people of the State, then, of course,
they can accomplish their purpose and
do as they like.

I just want to explain one thing
more. We have heard about the law
of 1809. It prohibits the {ransmis-
sion of electricity outside of the State.
These corporations—and I hope you
will not impute to me any hostility to
them when I use the word “corpora-
tions” for I use it in a most friendly
sense—these corporations are of the
opinion, and have so expressed it
definitely to me, that that law of 1909
is  absolutely unconstitutional. Be
that as it may, T think that the law-
vers of this House will admit that
even though it may be unconstitu-
tional, it is certainly constitutional
and within our rights to put this pro-
posed amendment on the charter of
any corporation that comes here ask-
ing for a franchise. That is in the na-
ture of a contract between the State
of Maine and the corporation that
comes here. The State of Maine, as
represented by this Legislature, makes
a sort of contract with the gentlemen
interested in these corporations, and
says “We will give you these rights
if you will take them subject to such
restrictions as we think are wise.”
Now that law of 1909 simply says that
corporations cannot take electricity
out of the State. This amendment goes
farther than that and says that they
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cannot take electricity out of the
State, nor can they consolidate with
any other company that is now doing
s0.

This is all I shall say this morning
upon the subject; but if there is any
member who does not see the issue clear-
ly and well defined, I hope he will make
his doubts known so that some of us may
explain just what we are voting on. I1f
we vote to insist upon this amendment
which has been sent here turned down
by the Senate, we are voting to adhere to
the policy that corporations shall not be
allowed to take electricity out of the
State, either through their own charters
or through the charters of other corpora-
tions with which they may subsequently
ally themselves.

Mr, BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speaker,
may I ask through the Chair for infor-
mation from the gentleman from Iort-
land, Mr. Baxter, whether the Washing-
ton County Light & PPower Company is a
concern in operation, or whether this
charter 402 is simply to extend its right to
live until it is in operation? I see that it
was granted in 1913 and extended in 1915.

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, in answer
to the inquiry from the gentleman from
Foulton, Mr. Barnes, I notice that this
corporation was chartered in 1913. In 1915,
it came here and was given the right of
existence for two years more. That is
what it is asking for now, and that even
makes my point stronger than 1 ex-
plained before, because this corporation,
assuming what the gentleman from
Houlton says, is not even doing business.
Therefore, before it starts doing business,
it is certainly fair and right for us to put
this restriction on it. If it had been do-
ing business vear after year, there might
be reasons why we should not upset its
former rights; but I assume from the
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes,
that this corporation has not even startel
doing business, and that certainly is the
right moment for u~ to take this actiom,
and there will not be a man in this House
who can say that we are treating thls
corporation unfairly. I want this cor-
poration to do business, but T want it to
do business under the restrictions which
I have outlined.
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Mr., BARNES: Mr, Speaker, 1 will not
bother the gentleman from Portland (Mr,
Baxter) with any more questions, and I
do not know whether this corporation is
in existence or not. I will have to be
pardoned for stating that I do know that
‘Washington county is next to Aroostook
county; we travel through it more or
less. I do know that Machias is 48 or &
miles west of Calais, which is on the
boundary. I ‘do know that it is more
than 100 miles, and perhaps 2) miles,
from the west line. 1 do know that it
wag cnce the becast of Machias that there
were 126 mills on its river and it was then
a thriving, hustling, busy place. That is
a lumberman’'s tradition and 1 will not
say that 1 know it; that is what they
used to boast. I know that business at
present is not brisk in Machias. and the
lumber has been largely manufactured.
Now if this is a corporaticn which wishes
1o generate electricity up the river and
bring it down to Machias, to be used at
Machias, it is an excellent scheme. But
I have no knowledge of that, and I sus-
pect that my brother from Portland (Mr.
Baxter) has no knowledge of it. Further
than that, if the charter rights already
granted to the ‘Washington County
Light & Power Company limit it within
certain townships, and this is the point
made yesterday,—and I am as thorough
a conservationist as there is in Maine,
and I do not wish to be misunderstood,—
if this is a corporation which wishes to
generate and develop the powers up the
Machias river and bring them down to
tide water at Machias, and manufacture
there, it is just the kind of a corporation
that we should foster; and, if it is now
restricted, as I assume in all human
probability it is, to doing business on
certain townships, then before it coull
ship a particle of electricity out of the
townships to which it is now restricted,
it must come to a legislature of the State
of Maine and get that right; and that is
the time to prevent its doing that which
we think is not best. But if now, with-
out any information, out of courtesy to
my friend from Portland (Mr. Baxter) as
we did the other day,—if now without any
information on the subject, we do any in-
jury to the development of the central
part of the seaboard of Washington
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county, we are to blame. As I said yes-
terday, 1 think a man proposing an
amendment to one of these corporations
should know where it operates and what
it has authority to do, and that each
case stands on its own bottom, to use a
homely expression. Now I am not pre-
pared to vote on this. If it were possi-
ble, it seems to me such a matter as this
should be tabled until we can read the
charter, and I make the motion that we
table the matter. :

Mr. CATES of Vassalboro: DMr,
Spealier, I should like to ask Mr,
Barnes of Houlton, through the Chalir,
if this amendment prohibiting the
transmission of electricity outside of
the Siate is adepted, it is going to
handicap or do injury to this Wash-
ington Courty Company or prevent it
in any w2y frem manufacturing elee-
tricily and transmitting it out of Ma-
chias?

3Ir. BARNES. Mr., Speaker, I
very glad to clear up that point. Now
I bappen te be cne of the lawyers of
Maine who helieves in the constitution-
ality of the statute of 1939, which I
helped to draft in an humble way. T
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believe in the constitutionality of it;
but when a great many of the very

best 1awyers in the State of Maine say
thal they helieve it is unconstitutional,
why I have had experience enough in
court to sayv that T reserve my judg-
ment and go coutiously. Here is  the
point! One after another these char-
ters are coming up here; the gentleman
from Pertland (Mr. Baxter) said there
were thirty. The gentleman from
Fortland and T agree absolutely on the
matter of conservation, excent that T
understand that conservation means
utilization. and T do not know what he
relieves about that., Te says there are
thirty or more coming up. Now I sav
that it is not right to force a confract
on a corporation. They have got to <o
ont of businesz, that is, thev cannot
~et the privilege which thev ask for un-
ler« they enter into this new contract
with the State. T sayv that it is not
rieht to force a contract or a thing on
a corneration if it is goine tn homvper
it and goine to do 1o good to the
State. That is the position. The State
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is one party and the corporation the
other, and it is not right to hamper
the corporation unless it is going to do
some good to the State. Now there are
a. number of strong corporations in
Maine which have no such prohibition
annexed to their charters, and they are
doing business and some of them are
in western Maine. The exigencies of
business do not require them to ask
anything of the legislature of Maine
this year, so that the prohibition won’t
bother them thit year and it may not
two years hence and it may not six
vears hence. In the meantime, we
seem 10 be prohibiting other corpora-
tions, without considering whether we
should or not or: each individual cass,—
we seem to be prohibiting other cor-
porations. Now suppose that the
opinion of <ome of the wisest lawyers
in Maine should obtain, and suppose
that the Maine act of 1999 should be de-
clared unconstitutional! Then, incid-
entally, the corpcrations that have not
had the prchilition affixed to their
charters could take advantage of the
right to go out of the State, could
build an electric highwayv, and could
ship iheir current out, while these other
corporations would have to suffer in
comparison. This, to my idea, is an un-
just restriction upon open competition
and commerce. If it can be shown to
me that the corporation, which ap-
parently is not a going concern vyet,
and asks simply that its charter be ex-
tended a couple of years, as all of them
do,—if it can be shown to me that that
corporation can, witheut going to an-
other legislature eet out of the State—
snd I know that that is not so—why
then T should vote to put this prohihi-
tion on to it, even if it is in the middle
of Washington county and down almost
to the seashore. You know, every one
of vou, who ever read a charter, that
charter rights are limited to one, two
or three, or a hunch of townships, and
they can do certain things within those
townships. When thev come to the
line of those townships, there their
power ends. Nc¢w in crder to get out
of any one of the townships here. they
must come to a legislature of Maine:
and it does not seem to me that we are
running arv rieks. AIl T wish, Mr.
Spealer, at this time, is information as
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to what these charter rights are, or
time to investigatg. -
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognized
the gentleman from Vassalboro, Mr,
Cates, for the purpose of asking a ques-
tion. Does the Chair understand the gen-
tleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, t0o To-
new his motion to table-the matter?

Mr. BARNES: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 1
move that it be tabled.
Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker—

The SPEAKER: That motion is not
debatable. It is moved and seconded that
the matter be laid on the table. Is it
the pleasure of the House that that mo-
tion prevail?

A viva voce vote being doubteq,

The yeas and nays were called.

A sufficient number having arisen, the
veas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
the question. The question is shall the
House lay on the table the matter of con-
currence or insistence on the former ac-
tion on Senate Document No. 402. As the
names are called, those who are in favor
of laying the matter on the table will say
ves when their names are called; those
who are not in favor of tabling the mat-
ter will say no. The clerk will call the
roll.

YIIA—Albert, Allan of Portland, Allen
of Sanford, Ames, Andrews of Norway,
Averill, Babb, Barnes. . Berry, Besse,
Boynton, Bragdon, Chanlin ctf  Bridgton,
Charles, Clason, Clifford. Cole of Eliot,
Cummings. Cushman, Daigle of Nesr
Canada Pl, Daigle of Wallagrass, Day,
Drisko, Dutton, Eaton, Elis of Gardiner,
Farrlington, ¥Fleming, ¥Fletcher, Flint,
Gannett. Greenlaw, Hanson, Hammond,
Hill, Holbrook, Holley, Holt of Goulds-
boro, Howard. Jennings, Leavitt, Len-
fest, Lyvford, McNally, Murphy, Nicho-
las, O’'Connell, Packard of Newburg,
Pattee, Pendexter, Powers, Sawyer of
Eden, Sawver of Madison, Sisson, Snow
of Mars Hill, Stubbs, Washburn, Wilson
—58.

NAY—Alden, Anderson, Andrews of
‘Warren, Baxter, Billings, Boldue, Bo-
man of Vinalhaven, Bowman of Detroit,
Brackett, Brewster, Brown, Burbank,
Bussabarger, Buzzell, Cates, Chaplin of
South Portland, Clark of Harrison, Clarke
of Randolph, Clement, Coffin, Cole of Et-
na, Conary, Corliss, Crediford, Dearth,
Descoteaux, Dow, Ellis of York, Emer-
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son, Frost, Goldthwait, Grant, Gurney,
Hall, Harmon, Harris, Hart, Hartwell,
Hold of Skowhegan, Hooper, Hunt,

Hutchins, Jenkins, Jordan of Baileyville,
Jordan of Cumberland, King, Kneeland,
Knight, Largay, Larrabee, Levesque,
Lewis Libby, Longley, Merrill, Meserve,
Messer, Morin, Morison, Newcomb, Nei-
lon, Packard of Rockland, Phillips, Pich-
er, Purington, Ranney, Redman, Reed,
Richards, Rounds, Rowe, Russell, Ryder,
Snow of Bluehill, Speirs, Stearns, Stan-
ley, Tate, Turner, Tuttle, Wagg, Watson,
Watts, Welch, Williams—85.

ABSENT-—Driscoll, Garcelon, Langley,
Lawrence, Murray, Mutty, Webb.—T.

Fifty-eight having voted in the
affirmative and 85 in the negative, the
motion of the gentleman from Houlton,
Mr. Earnes, was lost.

The question being on the motion of
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Bax-
ter, that the Iouse insist on its ac-
tion, ™~

A viva voce vole being had,

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would in-
quire if a committee of conference is
desired.

Mr. BAXTER: I did not include that
in my motion, Mr. Speaker.

From the Senate: Joint resolution of
the Legislature of Maine, providing for
rescinding the action of the President
of "the Senate and the Speaker of the
House in signing enacted Senate bill
No. 137, entitled “An Act making it
unlawful to give checks or drafts on
banks where the maker has not suf-
ficient funds or credit to pay the same,
and providing a penalty therefor.”

In the House, on March 6, this reso-
lution was read and passed in concur-
rence with the Senate.

March 14, the Senate reconsidered
its former actior whereby the resolu-
tion was read ard passed.

On mction by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, the House voted to reconsider
its action whereby the resolution was
read and passed.

From the Serate: An Act relating
to the issuing of blank writs by clerks
of the supreme judicial court, clerks
and recorders of the municipal and po-
lice courts and trial justices.
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In the Senate, Senate Amendment A
was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, the House voted to concur with
the Senate in the adoption of Senate
Amendment A.

‘The hill, as amended by Senate
Amendm=nt A, was then given its two
several readings.

Senate Bills on First Reading

Senate Z64. An Act to amend Section
62 of Chapter 2 of the Revised Stat-
utes, reloting to deposit of State funds.

(On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, tabled pending assignment of
third reading.)

Senate 302. An Act to amend Chap-
ter 147, Revised Statutes, relating to
the State Board of Charities and Cor-

. rections.

Senate 85. An Act to amend Section

- 19, Crapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,

relating to the kank department.

Senate 250. Resgolve in favor of the
Machiag Electric Light Co. in payment
for eurrent furnished the Washington
State Normal schoel.

Senate 253. Resolve providing for
the payment for steel filing equipment
in the office of the secretary of Senate.

Senate 121. An Act to extend the
rights, powers and privileges of the
Guilford Manufacturing Co. for the
erection and maintenance of piers and
booms in the Piscataquis river.

Senate 159. An Aect to authorize

Blaine 8. Viles and Guy P. Gannett to
erect dams and develop water storage
basins on Bog Brook in Dead River
Plantation for the storage of water and
for driving logs and manufacturing.

Senate 178. An Act to provide for
the licensing of drivers of automobiles
for hire in the town of Eden in the
county of Hancock.

Senate 295. Resolve in favor of the
reformatory for women for mainte-
nance and other purposes for the years
1917 and 1918 .

Senate 297. Resolve for the purpose
of operating the fish hatcheries and
feeding stations for fish, for the pro-
tection of fish, game and birds, and for
printing the rsport of the commission-
er of inland fisheries and game, and
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other expenses incident to the admin-
istration of the department of inland
fisheries and game,

Senate 298. An Act to amend Sec-
tions 55, 56, 57, 58, 53, 61 and 63 of
Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes, to
provide for the formation of unions for
the employment of superintendents of
schools.

Senate 299. Resolve in favor of the
Uuiversity of Maine.

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, may I have the indulgence of
the Chair just a moment. I notice that
on the calendar for today, the sheriff
resolve does not appear. I do not know
but possibly the members of the House,
not seeing that on the calendar, might
feel that that is not to come up today.
I understand that this is a mistake of
the printer and that it comes up under
orders of the day.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
repeat the observation of the gentle-
man from Augusta, Mr. Farrington,
that the resolve relative to the sheriff
matter, which was specially assigned
for today and which calls for a con-
stitutional amendment, was omitted
from the calendar by the printer and
will be taken up in spite of the fact.
The Chair would further suggest that
the sheriff matter will be taken up at
the end of the calendar under the title
of “Tabled and Today Assigned,” be-
cause it would have appeared on the
calendar last under that section, as it
was the last matter acted upon yester-
day. Therefore the matter will be taken
up at that time.

The following bills, resolves and pe-
titions were presented and, on recom-
mendation of the committee on refer-
ence of bills, were referred to the fol-
lowing committees:

Education

By Mr. Newcomb of Scarboro: Re-
monstrance of H. E. Maxwell, and 25
others, members of Cape Elizabeth
Grange of Cape Elizabeth, against the
passage of House Bill No. 321, relating
to change in the distribution of the
school funds.

By. Mr. Cates of Vassalboro: Re-
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monstrance of D. B. Mason, and 23
others of Winslow Grange, No. 320, P.
of H., against same.

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Dr. E. C. Hooper, and 15
others, representing Winslow Grange,
No. 320 P. of H., against same.

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Fred C. Simpson, and 22
others, of Winslow Grange, No. 320, P.
of H., against same.

By the same gentleman: ZRemon-
strance of G. A. Chamberlain, and 28
others, members of Winslow Grange,
No. 320, P. of H., against same.

Legal Affairs
Ry Mr. Dutton of Bingham: An Act
to amend Section 68 of Chapter 16 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to the
election of truant officers. (500 copies
ordered printed.)

Judiciary

By Mr. Barnes of Houlton: An Act
to amend Section 51 of Chapter 82 of
the Revised Statutes, providing for or-
der of trial at supreme judicial court
for Aroostook County. (1000 copies or-
dered printed.)

By Mr. Gurney of Portland: An Act
to amend Section 62 of Chapter 65 of
the Revised Statutes of the State of
Maine, in relation to divorce. (500
copies ordered printed.)

Mr. Tuttle of Caribou: Petition of
Percy E. Higgins and 58 others in
favor of an Act to authorize the county
of Arocostook to enlarge and repair the
court houses at Houlton and Caribou
in said county.

By the same gentleman: DPetition of
‘Willie F. Paradis and 18 others iIn
favor of same.

The SPEAKER: Will the gentleman
from Bangor, Mr. Murray, take the
Chair temporarily?

(The gentleman from Bangor, Mr.

Murray, assumed the Chair.)
Reports of Committees
Mr. Snow, from the committee on

Education, on Resolve in favor of the
town of Washburn, Aroostook County,
reported same in a new draft, under
title of ‘“Resolve in favor of the town
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of ‘Washburn,”
pass.”

Mr. Washburn, from the committee,
on Resolve making an appropriation for
the general maintenance and support
of the University of Maine.

Resolve, Appropriating moneys for
erection and construction of buildings
at the TUniversity of Maine.

Reported same in new draft, under
title of “‘Resolve in favor of the Uni-
versity of Maine for maintenance anqd
for the construction of new building,”
and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Lenfest, from committee on in-
sane hospitals, on bill “An Act to amend
Section 17 of Chapter 145 of the Re-
vised Statutes of 1916, relating to ex-
amination and commitment of persons
to insane hospitals,” reported same in
a new draft, under same title, and that
it ought to pass.

and that it ought to

Mr. Baxter, frocm committee on ju-
diciary, reported ‘‘ought to pass” on
bill, An Act to amend Section 21 of
Chapter 49 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to regulations for employment
of minors betwen 14 and 16 years old.”
(The rules were suspended and the
bill given its two several readings.)

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, reported same on bill, “An Act
to incorporate the Casco Title Guaran-
ty Co. (The rules were suspended and
the bill given its two several readings.)

Sante gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill, “An Act to
amend Section 34 of Chapter 55 of the
Revised Statutes, 1916, relating to pub-
lic utilities. (The rules were suspended
and the Dhiil given its two several read-
ings.)

Mr. Farrington from the committee
on judiciary, on hill, An Act to amend
Sections 18 to 23 inclusive of Chapter
18, and Section 53 of Chapter 117 of the
Revizged Statutes, all relating to the
Board of Registration of Nurses. re-
ported same in a new draft, under
same title, and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Gurney from same committee, on
Lill, An Act to amend the charter of the
city of Hallowell, reported same in a
new draft, under same title and that it
ought to pass.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported “cught to pass’ on bill, An
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Act to enable the register of deeds of
Cumberland county to procure durable
copies of plens recorded in said regis-
try.

Same gentleman from same commit-
teec, reported same on bill, An Act to
authorize the city of Lewiston to is-
sue bonds to the amount of $200,000 to
pray its bonds now outstanding and
maturing in the year 1917.

(The rules were suspended and the
bhill given its two several readings.)

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported same, on bill, An Act to
amend Chapter 83, Section 5 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relative to the time and
place of holding the county commis-
sioners’ court in York county.

(The rules were suspended and the
hill given its two several readings.)

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same, on bhill, An Act to
amend Section 27 of Chapter 120 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to offenses
againgt lives and persons of individ-
unls.

(The rules were suspended and the
hill given its two several readingsl)

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same, on bill, An Act to
amend Section 2 of Chaper 346 of the
Private and Special T.aws of 1905,
amended hy Chapter 27 of the Private
snd Special Laws of 1915, relating to
the powers and duties of the probation
officer of Cumberland countxy.

(The rules were suspended and the
hill given its two several readines))

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee. reported same on hill. An Act ad-
ditional to Reviced Statutes, Chapter
B1. relatine to corporations.

(The rules were suspended and the
hill given its two several readings.)

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same, on bill, An Act to
chanee the name of the TUnitarian
church of Augusta, Maine.

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, on bill “An Act to amend Sec-
tion 65 of Chapter 126, in relation to
appointment of crueltv officers,” re-
ported same in a new draft, under
same title, and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Anderson, from the committee
on legal affairs, on bill “An Act to ex-
tend the charter of the Casco Bay
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Water Co.” reported same in a new
draft, under samc title, and that it
ought to pass.

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, on biill “An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Livermore & Augusta Rail-
way Co.,” rcported same in a new
draft, under samec title, and that it
ought to pass.

Mr. Dutton, from the committece on
mercantile affairs and insurance, on
bhill “An Act additional to Chapter 53
of the Tlevised Statutes of 1916, rclat-
ing to the payment of benefits,” re-
ported samo in a new draft under title
of “An Act additional to Chapter 53
of the Revised Statutes of 1916, relat-
ing to the payment of benefits,” and
that it ought to pass.

Same gentieman, from same com-
mittee, reported “ought to pass” on

bill “An Act relating to guaranty cap-
ital of mutual insurance companies.”

(The rules were suspended and the
bill given its two several rcadings.)

Mr. Morison, from same committee,
reported same on bill “An Act to
amcnd Chapter 30, Section 55, Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to insurance
commissgioner investigating fires.”

(The rulcs were suspended and the
bill given its two several readings.)

Mr. Allan, from the Portland dele-
gation, reported same on bill “An Act
repealing laws respecting the govern-
ment of the firc department of the city
ot Portland.”

(The rules were suspended and the
bill given its two scveral readings.)

Same gentleman, from same delega-
tion, reported same on bill “An Act
respoeeting removal of filth from docks
ot city of Portland.”

(The rules werce suspended and the
bill given its two scveral readings.)

Same gentleman, from same delega-
tion, reported same on biil “An Act
amending laws respecting the erection
of wooden buildings in  the city of
Portland.”

(The rules were suspended and the
bhill given its two several readings.)

Saine gentleman, from samce delega-
tion, on hill “An Act to amend Chap-
ter 213 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1015, relative to the granting of 1i-
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censes for certain businesses and pur-
peses by the municipal officers of the
city of Portland;” reported same in a
new draft, under same title, and that
it ought to pass.

Same gentleman, from the commit-
tee on public utilities, on bill “An Act
additional to Chapter 433 of the Pri-
rate and Special Laws of 1907, en-
titled ‘An Act to incorporate the Port-
land Water District;’” reported same
in a new draft, under same title, and
that it ought to pass.

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, on bill “An Ac¢t to cnablc the town
of Princeton to supply electricity and
voaler,” reported same in a new draft,
under same title, and that it ought to
pass.

Same gentleman from same committee
on bill ““An Act to incorporate the Grand
Isle Light and Power Company,” report-
ed same in a new draft, under same title,
and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Redman from same committee re-
ported ‘“‘ought to pass” on bill “An Act
to grant additional corporate powers to
Maine Title and Utility Company.”

(The rules were suspended and the bill
given its two several readings.)

Same gentleman from same committee
on bill “An Act to incorporate the Inde-
pendence Developing Company of King-
man,”’ reported same in a new draft, un-
der same title, and that it ought to pass.

The reports were accepted and the sev-
eral bills and resolves ordered printed
under the joint rules.

Majority report of the committee on in-
land fisheries and game reporting ‘‘ought
not to pass’” on bill “An Act to repeal
Section 73 of Chapter 33 of the Revised
Statutes relating to Sunday being a
closed season for game or birds,” with
petitions for and remonstrances against
same.

(Signed) Messrs. Chick, Merrill, Flint,
McXNally, Babb, Stanley.

Minority report of the same committee
on same subject matter reporting “ought
to pass.”’

(Signed) Messrs. O’Connell,
Berry, Hastings.
(Both reports tabled on motion by Mr.

Webb,
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Buzzell of Belfast pending the acceptance
of either.)

(At this point the Speaker resumed the
chair.)

Mr. Bowman from the committee on eda-
ucation reported ‘‘ought not to pass” on
bill ‘““An Act to amend Section 172 of
Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes of 191p,
relating to teachers’ pensions.”

Mr. Cates from same committee report-
ed same on bill “An Act to amend Section
172 of Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to teachers’ pensions.”

Mr. Farrington from the committee on
judiciary reported same on bill “An Aci
to regulate the practice of chiropody.”

Same gentleman from same committee
reported same on bill ““An Act to amend
Section 81 of Chapter 29 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to paupers in
plantations.””

Same gentleman, from same comrnit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act to
authorize and empower the town of Or-
ono to assess the cost of the construc-
tion of sidewalks on abutting and other
lands.”

Same gentleman, from same comrait-
tee, on bill “An Act to fix the price of
the Maine reports” reported that same
ought not to pass, legislation inexpedient.
pedient.

Same gentleman, from same comrait-
tee, reported ‘“ought mnot to pass” on
bill “An Act to amend Chapter 187 of
the Private and Special Laws of the
vear 1911, granting certain powers to
the Hancock County trustees of pub-
lic reservations.”

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act to
authorize guardians of insane widows
to waive the provisions of their Lus-
band’s wills.”

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, on bill “An Act to create a board
of prison commissioners,” reported that
same ought not to pass, legislation in-
expedient, matter having been taken
care of in a previous bill.

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee reported ‘‘ought not to pass” on
bill “An Act to beiter protect sheep,
poultry and other domestic animals
from dogs and wild animals.”
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Mr. Gurney, from same committee,
reported same on bill “An Act to amend
the charter of the City of Calais.”

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act to
amend Chapter 191 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1913, and authorizing
the county of Penobscot to borrow
money for the purpose specified in said
Act.”

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act to
amend Section 36 of Chapter 51 of the
Revised Satutes relating to the manner
of signing certificates of shares.”

Same gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act for
the purpose of lessening the hours of
labor or increasing the wages or bet-
tering the conditions of the members
ot labor crganizations.’

fame gentleman, from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act to
amend Section 39 of Chapter 44 of the
Revised Statutes relating to the sale
or loaning of firearms to children.”

Same gentleman. from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill “An Act con-
cerning the use of firearms and air
rifles by children under the age of
16 years.”

Same gentleman from same committee
reported siine on bill “An Act to enlarge
the powers of Androscoggin Trust Com-
pany and to authorize said corporation
to become surety on bonds.”’

Mr. Hutchins from same committee re-
ported same on bill “An Act to create the
Maine Weter Power Commission, pre-
scribe its wowers and duties and provide
for their ragulation and control and pro-
vide for the purchase or taking of wa-
ter powers for the development and
transmission of electricity for heating,
lighting and power purposes.”

Mr. Dutton from the committee on mer-
cantile affairs and insurance reported
same on bill “An Act to amend Section
8 of Chapter 53 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to proceedings in case parties
fail to agree as to amount of loss.”

Mr. Tate from the same committee re-
ported same on bill “An Act to amend
Section 6, Paragraph 4, Chapter 50, of the
Revised Statutes of 1916, relating to com-
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pensation for personal injuries for em-
ployees.” ’

(On motion by Mr. Gurney of Portland,
tabled pending acceptance and assigned
for consideration on Thursday, March
22.)

Mr. Wilson from same committee re-
ported same on bill “An Act amendatory
of and additional to Section 29, Chapter
50, of the Revised Statutes of Maine for
1916, entitled ‘The Workmen's Compensa-
tion Act.””’

(On motion by Mr. Jordan of Baileyville
tabled pending acceptance and specially
assigned for consideration on Thursday,
March 22.

Same gentleman from same committee
reported same on bill “An Act to incor-
porate the Lewiston Burial Insurance
Company.

Mr. Allan from the Portiand delegation
reported same on bill “An Act relating to
paving of street in the city of Portland.”

Same gentleman from same delegation
reported same on bill ““An Act relating tu
terms of municipal court of city of Port-
land.”

Mr. Allan of Portland from the com-
mittee on public utilities reported same
on bill “An Act to amend the charter of
the Peaks Island Corpcration.”

(On motion by Mr. Rounds of Portland.
the House voted to reconsider its vote
whereby the report was accepted, and on
further motion by the same gentleman
the report was tabled pending accept-
ance.)

Mr. Ames from the committee on sea
and shore fisheries reported same on bill
“An Act to amend Section 35 of Chapter
45 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the
measurement of lobsters.”

Mr. Goldthwait from same committee
on Petition of Charles H. Faulkingham
and others praying for repeal of close
time on lobsters in Jonesport and Addi-
son waters, reported that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw.

Same gentleman from same committee
on Petition of Charles H. Faulkingham
and others praying for repeal of lobster
license law, reported that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw.

601

Mr. Harman from same committee on
Petition of Archie E. Redman and 43 oth-
ers praying that Chapter 92 of the Public
Laws of 1915 be repealed, relating to the
taking of scallops during the summer
months in Penobscot bay, reported that
the subject matter has been taken care
of by a previous report of this committee.

Mr. Holt of Gouldsboro from same com-
mittee on Remonstrance of H. W. John-
son and others against the passage of an
act prohibiting the taking of smelts other
than by hook and line in certain waters of
Frenchman’s Bay, reported that the sub-
ject matter has been taken care of by
a previous report of this committee.

The reports were accepted.

Reading of Printed Biils and
Resolves

House 5i2. An Act additional to Chap-
ter 5, Revised Statutes, imposing an add-
ed duty on boards of registration and
municipal officers acting as a board of
registration.

House 543. An Act to incorporate the
Smyrna and Oakfield Water Company.

House 544. An Act to authorize the
town of Yarmouth to supply gas and
electricity.

House 545. An Act to amend Paragraph
2, Section 45 of Chapter 117, Revised Stat-
utes, 1916, relating to clerk hire in county
offices.

House 546. An Act to amend Chapter
455 of the Private and Special Laws of
1901, amended by Chapter 305 of the Pri-
vate and Special Laws of 1905, entitled
‘““An Act to incorporate the York Beach
Village corporation.”

House 547. An Act to incorporate the
Odd Fellows’ Home of Maine.

House 548. An Act to amend Paragraph
1 of Section 4 of Chapter 72 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the appoint-
ment of guardians.

House 549. An Act to provide for the
payment of a bounty on bears killed in
the State.

House 550, Resolve reimbursing the
town of Orneville for expenses incurred in
the care and nursing of a State pauper.

House 552. Resolve in favor of the town
of Phillips.

First



Passed to be Engrossed

Senate 290, An Act to amcend Chap-
ter 215 of the DPrivate and Special
Laws of 1867, entitled “An Act to ia-
corporate the city of Saco.”

Senate 249, An Act to authorize the
county of Oxford to remodel, enlarge
and repair the registry of deeds build-
ing of thc western registry district of
said county.

Senatle 136: Resolve authorizing the
county of York to procure a loan.

House 254. An Act to amend the
charter of the Central Maine Power
Co.

Mr. BAXTER of DPortland: Mr.

Speaker, I wish to offer House Amend
ment A to House Document No. 254,
and to move its adoption.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Baxter, offers
Amendment A to House Document 254,
to amend House Document No. 254 by
striking out all after the enacting
clause and by substituting therefor the
following—

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I was
going to move that the reading of the
amendment be dispensed with because
I could explain it in a very few words
and save the time of the House.

The SPEAKER: The Chair under-
stands that the amefidment proposed is
to strike out all after the enacting
clause and to substitute therefor the
following, being the cntire bill. The
Chair would suggest that in justice to
the members of the House, the gentle-
man table the amendment for printing,
Of course the Chair cannot insist up-
on it.

Mr. BAXTER: I would like to ex-
plain the amendment in a very few
words so that the House may under-
stand it.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: May we
not have the amendment read?

Mr. BAXTER: If the
from Houlton will allow
words, I will explain it.

gentleman
me a few
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The SPHAKER: If any member
calls for the reading of a paper, it must
be read.

Mr. BANXTER: 1 move that it be
read, Mr., Spoaker.

The SPEAKER: (Reading.) “By
striking out all  after the enacting

clause and by substituting therefor the
following:

‘Section 1. Subject to the approval
of the Public Utilities Commission,
said Central Maine Yower Co. is here-
by authorized to acquire by purchase
the plants, properties, rights, priv-
ileges, {franchises, permits and loca-
tions of the Bath & Brunswick Light
& Power Co., the Penobscot Bay Elec-
tric Co., the Waldoboro Water & Elec-
tric Light & Power Co., the Hartland
Eiectric Light & PPower Co., the Union
Tight & Power Co., the Newport Light
& Power Co.,, and the Wiscasset Elec-
tric I.ght Co., and after acquisition
shall have, hold, exercise and enjoy in
its own name all said plants, proper-
ties, rights, privileges, franchises, per-
mits and locations as though original-
ly granted to it, except that it shall
have no authority to issue further
stocks, securitics, or obligations of any
kind in the name of any of said com-
panies.”

Unless the House insists upon the
reading of the entire act, the balance
will be omiited, as it is an exact copy

of the bill now in the hands of the
members. The House amendment is
Section 6.

“It shall be unlawful for said corpor-
ation to transmit electric current for
sale or use beyond the limits of this
State, and to contract with any persons,
firm or corporation for the transmis-
sion or sale of any electrical current
beyvond the limits of this State; and
said corporaticn shall not be permitted
to acquire in any manner the fran-
chises of, or consolidate with or trans-
fer or leas: its property, rights and
franchises to any other corporation,
firm or person now transmitting or
having the right to transmit electric
power beyond the confines of the State,
without express authority of the Legis-
lature.”

And the

gentleman from Portland,
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Mr. Baxter, moves the adoption of the

amendment.

Mr. GANNETT of Augusta: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to say in regard to this
bill, I should like to have it laid on the
table, and I will either accept the bill
with the amendment or withdraw it. 1T
would like to have it placed on the table
until Tuesday. 1 move the amendment
lay on the table.

On motion by Mr. Gannett of Augusta,
the amendment was tabled for printing,
pending adoption.

House 276. An Act to amend Section 1,
Chapter 82 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1891, relating to the supplying of
the city of Auburn with pure water,

House 370. An Act to amend Section
43 of Chapter 52 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the custody of securities

owned by savings banks.

House 372. An Act to amend Section 24
of Chapter 52 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to the investment of deposits of
savings banks.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to extend and amend the char-
ter of the Eastern Maine Railroad.

An Act to authorize the county com-
missioners of Hancock county to com-
plete the records in the registry of deeds
in said county.

An Act to amend Section 117 of Chap-
ter 16 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the employment of agents for schools in
unorganized townships.

Finally Passed.

Resolve, reimbursing the city of Au-
burn for money expended for the sup-
port of certain State paupers.

Resolve reimbursing the town of Wilton
for money expended for the support of
certain State paupers.

Resolve reimbursing the town of Ches-
ter for expenses on account of a State
pauper.

Orders of the Day.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
again call the attention of the members
to the notice by the Chair a short time
ago that the resolve in regard to the
constitutional amendment, relative to the
sheriff matter, will be taken up at the
close of the matters in the column
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marked “Tabled and Today Assigned,” it
having been omitted from the calendar.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Senate Document No. 265, An
Act additional to and amendatory of
Chapter 206 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1907, relating to the West Branch
Driving and Reservoir Dam Company,
tabled by the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Baxter, the pending question being
the first reading of the bill.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, I am about to move that the new
draft be given its first reading, and in do-
ing so, I would like to explain to the
House in a very few words just wnat
this new draft provides. If the House
recalls a debate that we had here early
in the session—I think it was the first
debate that we held in the House—the
question then was whether thig bill should
be sent to the committee on interior wart-
ers or to the judiciary committee.

I advocated that the bill should be sent
to the judiciary committee because at
that time there were two other bills re-
lating to water powers before that com-
mittee, but the House in its wisdom voted
that this bill should be sent to the com-
mittee on interior waters. That bill was
heard in the regular order, and the com-
mittee on interior waters, after discuss-
ine the matter with those interested
have presented a new draft.

If you will recall some remarks made
here two weeks or so ago, I had occasion
to say that to a measure of this sort,
where franchises were granted by the
State of Maine, it seemed to me reason-
able to add this provision, that in case
this State should take over the corpora-
tion referred to, it should not be obliged
to pay for the franchise which the State
of Maine had granted to that corporation,
and that it should pay for everything else
except the franchise.

The committee on interior waters have
added Section 3 to the new draft of their
bill, which in my opinion covers the sit-
uation. T will read the section, as it is
very _brief.

“Sect. 3. Whenever the State of Maine
shall determine by proper legislation to
acquire, maintain and operate a system
of water storage at the head waters of
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the West Branch of the Penobscot river
and shall take over the property and
rights of the West Branch Driving and
Reservoir Dam Company the said State
shall be under no obligation to compen-
sate said West Branch Driving and
Reservoir Dam Company for the rights
and franchises granted to it by this act. ?

This amendment, having been accepted
by those who advocate the passage of the
bill, as I stated before, seems to me to
cover the situation. The West Branch
Company is a part of the Great Northern
Paper Company, one of the largest, most
prosperous, and one of the most liberally
managed companies in the State of
Maine. I have heard it said that there
is no company in the State of Maine that
adopts such a liberal policy, that treats
its employees so well, or that has done
any more for the development of the
State of Maine than the Great Northern
Paper Company; and 1 am very glad to
have the opportunity of standing here
and expressing my appreciation of all
ihat the Great Northern Paper Company
nas done for the State of Maine. There 18
one thing we should not overlook. Dur-
ing the recent period of high prices, es-
pecially in regard to newspaper stock,
the Great Northern Paper Company did
not take advantage of the temptation to
raise its prices far beyond those which
some other companies raised them to. Tt
pelieves in doing business on a liberal
pasis, of making a fair profit, but not
in taking advantage of the necessities of
its customers.

1 want to express my appreciation also
of the thought and the care which the
committee on interior waters have given
this question. I wish also to say that I
think they handled it fully as well as,
and perhaph even better than, the com-
mittee on judiciary; and I am glad it
was referred to the committee on intertor
waters, because, of course, it is a matter
which comes right within their province,
and I should never have asked that it be
sent to the judiciary committee had I not
felt at the time that perhaps it would
have been better to have had all three
measures treated by one committee. But
these questions have been treated by both
committees, and I know that when sev-
eral heads get together they often act
more wisely than only a few. Conse-
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quently, Mr. Speaker, if it is in order, [
move that Senate Document No. 265 be
given its first reading.

Mr. BUSSABARGER of Lubec: I would
like, Mr. Speaker, to second that motion
heartily.

The motion prevailed.

The bill was given its two several read-
ings.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House House report of the committee
on education, reporting “‘ought not to
pass” on House Document No., 200, enti-
tled ““An Act to regulate the time for be-
ginning the fall term of schools,” tabled
by the gentleman from Scarboro, Mr.
Newcomb, the pending question being the
acceptance of the report.

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legisla-
ture, this act was presented before the
committee on education, and they as-
signed it for a hearing a second time, as
very few appeared at the first hearing;
in fact, anly one or two who were anxious
that this bill should pass attended the
hearing, and I understand that they were
not very much more successful the sec-
ond time. They took the matter under
consideration carefully. Now, they ure
one of our best committees; they have la-
bored earnestly and diligently in their
work, and they have been very careful in
their findings. The bill was reported into
the House ‘‘ought not to pass.” A pres-
sure was brought upon me to have it
tabled, which I did, no one at that time
being present to father the interests of
the bill. It came up on Wednesday and
was assigned for a week from the next
Thursday to give the proponents of the
bill a chance to be heard. Whether there
are any here today or not in favor of the
passage of this act, I hardly know, but
I will say this, that there are some very
good features in the bill

There are some statements in this
statement of facts attached to the bill
that T do not consider are so strong, but,
gentlemen, it seems to me that when the
State of Maine takes hold of a matter
like this and says that the municipalities
shall do a certain thing, that it may work
a hardship upon a great many pupils who
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attend our public schools. There is no
doubt but that there are municipalities
that this will be an advantage to if the
schools are put off until the 2ist of Sep-
tember, but there arc other places where
it would be an/injury, -and I think, Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen, that this matter
can be handled by_the different munici-
palities and that this unanimous report
of the committee on education ought two
pass, and I move you, Mr. Speaker, that
the report of the committee on education
should pass. '

Mr. COLE of Eliot: Mr. Speaker, I dao
not stand here to oppose the repcrt of
the committee on education at this time,
but we all know that every movement
which is carried forward is usually the
result of missionary work. 1 happen to
represent &4 summer resort, or a sirip of
the coast, a part of which is devoted to
the summer business, The idea of this
bhill is simply to start a movement, If
possible, which shall he nation-wide in its
results and effects. It is felt by those
who are interested in the movement that
if the time of the opening of the fall term
could be carried forward three weeks, the
time of the summer business would be
extended just that amount. Those of yvou
who live in the great summer resort dis-
tricts of Maine, wherever they may be
located, realize that when Labor Day
comes around there is a general exit from
the State of Maine regardless of what the
weather is. It has been the custom for
many, many vears in the states of the
Tnion, sitice the establishment of TLabor
Day, to make the Tuesday following La-
bor Day the general opening day for pub-
lic schools. This is done regardless of
weather conditions and regardless of
business conditions, or anything else; it
is purely and simply a habit or a custom
which people have grown into without
any regard for its being a proper or an
improper time. If Labor day had been
extended three weeks ahead, the chances
are that the opening of the fall term of
the schools would have been extended to
the same time and would have become
fixed by that one Labor Day. )

Now, as I have said, Maine is depend-
ent for her prosperity very largely upon
the summer visitors who come among us.
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If there is to be any extension of the
summer vacation season, then it is well
that the State of Maine should first sow
the seeds within its own borders and
set a good example. An agsociation, as 1
understand it, was formed by the hotel
men to advocate some measure of this
kind, and, if the matter could get a fav-
orable consideration in the State of
Maine, then to take the State of Maine
and its influence as an example and go
into other states and attempt to interest
those states in a uniform law, so that all
schools should begin at about the same
geason of the year.

You will remember that perhaps the
month of September in the State of Maine
is the most beautiful month that we have
during the vear. Along through August,
from the last of July until ncarly the
first of September, we have dog dayw,
fogs and uncemfortable, wet storms; Au-
gust has ruined many a man’'s healtn
along the seacoast of the State of Maine.
Just as soon as the dog days are over, we
get clear skies, westerly winds and the
most beautiful season of the year, anil
oftentimes as warm a scason as we have
at any time during the summer comes
through the month of September.

Peonle who come to visit Maine
bring their childven with them. Ir
the schooly at home open up the day
after Labor Day, regarvdless of their
desires to extend their own vacation
within the State of Maine, they are
abgzolutely bound to go home in order
that their children may enter school;
otherwise, theyv would be willing to
stay leonger, the cottagers would be
willing to keep their cottages open
longer, and the people of the State of
Maine would receive the benefits of
three more weeks of their summer va-
cation here.

Ag I have said, it is nothing but a
custom which has grown up with
time; that custom can just as well be
changed and a new custom estab-
lished. The first half of September,
we get the warmest weather that we
have in the year, and that warm period
often extends into the month of Octo-
ber; so it is for this reason, Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen, that this body
of men, interested in their own pros-
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perity, and as they are interested in
their own prosperity, they are equally
interested in the prosperity in the
State of Maine, for no one body ot
business men in Maine c¢an prosper
without every other body of business
men in Maine feeling the results of
their prosperity——I say that it is the
idea of these men that, if this school
yvear could be extended in the 'State of
Maine, other states could be inducedl
to follow the custom; the wvacation
period in Maine would thereby be ex-
tended for threc weeks and Maine
would reap the benefits which she now
loses simply because a custom has
grown up, for no reason and with no
purpose in mind except that it is sim-
ply a custom and a habit.

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaker, T want to say one thing. 1t
has been called to my attention that 1
said that the report of the committee
ought not to pass. I want to correct
the impression created. I mean that
the report of the committee “ought
not to pass” ocught to be accepted.

The SPEAKER: Does the Chair
understand the motion of the gentle-
man from Scarboro to be that the re-
port be accepted or not accepted?

Mr, NEWCOMB: That the report
of the committee ‘“ought not to pass”
be accepted—that was my motion.

The SPEAKER: That was the way
the Chair understood it.

Mr. PATTEE of Harmony: Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen of the House;
I do not propose to make any extenc-
ed remarks upon the hill under corn-
sideration, but I wish simply to say
this, that it has been my fortune for
the past 30 vears to be intimately con-
nected with the schools of the State
of Maine, and especially in the rural
districts, and I mever have known of
any legislation being propcsed to the
Legislature of Maine that would be
more enimical to the interestys of the
schools and to our school children of
the State of Maine than House Dill
No. 200.

You have listened to the special
pleading of the gentleman frem Iliot,

LEGISLATIVE RECORD——1OUNKE, MARCH 15, 1917

for whom 1 have all rvespect, but I
think it must be special pleading be-
cause if commencing our schools on
the first of September is a habit, I
want to tell you right off now that
it is a mighty good habit.

House Bill No. 200 proposes to wipe
from  the school calendar the best
school months of the year. Many of
the schools of the State of Maine are
now running 36 weeks—some more—
but grant that it is 36 weeks, and you
cannot, only under the best possible
conditions close your schools until
into July; and I submit to this House
and to the gentlemen who are familiar
with school affairg that it is not a
proper time for children to attend
school. 1 never have particularly suf-
fered for want of an overcoat on the
Fourth of July through school hours.

In our rural districts, we have a
problem which costs us dollars and
dollars every year, and that is our
transportation; and when we, as
members of the school board, who have
those propositions to meet, make our
contracts for the year, it is generally
understood that the men whom we
hire to transport our pupils shall not
transport them through the month of
December, through the mud and over
the frozen ground, loading children
into high wagons and all those things,
subject to all the inclemencies of the
weather, I do not think that this
House wishes to impose that burden
either upon the towns or upon the
school children. Again, under the
present condition of the law, we can
avoid the transportation through the
mud and frozen ground of early April
and «till close our school year at the
proper time in June.

Suppose an epidemic comes into
your schools—measles, scarlet fever
or any of those things to which schol-
ars are subjected—then it is impossi-
bhle to close your school yvear of 26
weeliys and you must cut it short., T
an rot guppose that the gentlemen of
this House want to impose any such
burden as that upon the schools and
children of the State of Maine.

Tha Hotelmen’s Association, if T un-
Trotanid carrectly, are the sponsors of
thin bill. They want to hire our chil-
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dren who are probably the best class of
help that they can employ. They wish
to hire them for three or four dollars
a week and let them make up the bal-
ance of the wages with the tips re-
ceived from guests. This is an actual
condition of affairs, gentlemen. I have
had occasion during the last six weeks
to interview many of the teachers and
students who work in these summer
hotels, and they tell me that they re-
ceive a wage of from three to four
dollars a week almost invariably, not
the best of fare, not the fare that the
guests get, and they depend for the
remainder of their pay on the tips
that they receive. If a young lady,
waiting upon tables, is very preposses-
sing in appearance and happens to
strike the right people, she gets a good
thing out of it. If she is not pre-
possessing and does not strike the
right people, she gets only the three
dollars a week which the hotel pro-
prictors are willing to pay her. I sub-
mit that this is not right. When the
hotel proprietors of the State of Maine
are willing to pay their employees a
living wage, they can get plenty of
help and good help. It is simply a
matter of dollars and cents with the
hotel proprietor; in other words, he is
exploiting the children of the State of
Maine for his own certain, selfish in-
terests. (Applause.)

Mr. Speaker, allow me to move that
when this vote is taken, it be taken hy
the yeas and nays.

Mr. COLE of Fliot Mr. Speaker, T do
not wish to be misunderstood, T did
not get up here to make any special
pleading for this bill. I did not ask
any man to vote for it, and T shall not
vote for it myself. T was asked to
stand here by the sponsor of this hill,
a man who is one of my constituents
perhaps, and who is interested in this
movement. T stand here at his request,
and the remarks of the gentleman from
Harmony are entirely out of the ques-
tion. T made ne motion; T asked no
man to vote for it, and T ask no man to
vote for it at the present time.

The auestion of the school year is a
matter of habit. When I was a hoy
and many of you were bovs, Mr.
Speaker, growing up in our country
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towns, the school year began in May
after town meeting, and we went to
school as long as the money would last
in the old districts where we went to
school. Some of the school districts got
sixteen weeks a year; some got eight-
een and a very few got thirty, but they
all thought that they must start on the
first of May and go as long as the
money held out. It was not until the
State of Maine took it upon themselves
to require every town in the State of
Maine to give their children a certain
amount of schocling that there came a
aniform length of school year.

TUp te the last four years, there never
hag been during all of my life since I
started in school but four years that I
have not heen directly connected with
the publie schecls; I have taught in
mixed schools, grammar schools and
High schools; T have served as a pro-
fessional superintendent of schools and
as a member of the school committee,
and T am the father of eight children,
a number of whom are in the public
schools. (Applause.) When any man
ctands upon thig floor and savs that T
will expleit school children of mv own,
he savs that which is not so, for there
i= no firmer friend of the puhlic achools
than T am myeelf, and no man would
oo farther to make the publie schools
hetter or to eive the scholars of the
State of Maine a hetfer chonee than
thev have today. T am not in the hotel
business and T kave no interests in it.
it it will help the peonle who ave and
who relieve they are right. Awnd T do
not helieve, if money comes into the
State threueh the summer hotel peonle
and camp peonle and other summer vis-
itors, if you nlease, directly or indirect-
Iv, through these who have invested
their property, that there is a man in
this Leglslature =who will not toke the
monev that comes through those people
cr who will throw anv mud at them.

T say that when anyv industry in the
Stnte of Maine or anv  investment
vields a net return of $95.000.000 to the
State. it hehooves the T.egislature of
the State of Maine to at least give it
Gecent and honrest consideration. That
is all T care to sav on the subject, Mr.

Speaker, (Anplause.)
Mr. PATTEE of Harmony: Mr.

Spealeer, just a word in explanation to
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the gentleman from Eliot. I do mnot
wish the gentleman from Iliot to think
frem any remarks of mine that I wish
this House to infer that I thought he
was exploiting the scholars of Maine. 1
think too much of the gentleman from
Eliot and think too much of his judg-
ment to wish that, but I do believe that
there is an attempt to do this for the

dollars and certs. I still continue to
helieve that.
Mr. LARDPATLIME of Bath: Mr.

Spealker, T really think with all due re-
spect to Mr. Cele from $liot that he
put the whele force of his argument on
the simple questicn of dollars and cents
at the expense of the children of our
State. That is the way it looked to me.
I hope it is noft <o, Mr. Cole. But let
me tell you I am not in faver at all of
changing the law from what it is now.
The law is goecd enough, and whether
the people of other states come to us
and whether they put in one million or
twenty-five million, what doasg it mat-
ter to us? The whole thing is not dol-
Jarg and cents; it is whether wo shall
give an eduveation to the children; that
is the main point, and any man or any
instructor, such as Mr, Cole is himself,
knows well, or any student, in what-
ever line, whether it be mueic, art or
mechanics, knows very well that if ycn

break into their constant study, it
makoes a break, For ingtance, if vcu
are ont ome week, it takes wyou two

weeks te cateh vp again, because it
discornects vour line of thought on
whatever vou are studying.

T certainly am in favor of letting the
law alone, letting it stay as it is now
and commencing our fall {erm just the
same as we always have right atter
Lahor Day.

Mr. CATES of Vassalboro: Mr.
Speaker, it cseems to me that the hotel
people should start in other states 1o
delay the time for beginning the schools
instead of in Maine. As the law is
now, it i« optional with any community
to delay the opening of the schools in
September, if they wish, and the
change ought to he brought about
ihrough the authorities of the town.
There are several other things which T
had in mind, but which I do not think
it is recessary to say.
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Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Spedalker, I c¢ome from a community
where they have quite a lot of vacation,

not only people from Maine but
from all over New England, and I am
also the father of some children.

(Applause.) T am not the father of
children going to school like the gentile-
man from Eliot, but I have children
that have gone through the schools.

I want to say that I wiil present the
farmer’s side of it. They want to take
their corn in in the first week of Sep-
tember so that they can get it into the
corn factory, and they want their chil-
dren there. Of course, they will not be
picking up potatces hecause they pick
them up by machinery in Aroostook as
T have seen by the pictures in the
House.

Bt I want to say that T have been
told by people from the rural districts
who come to the seashore that they
would like to siay later; that they had
already got their cottages engaged for
the summer and that they would like
to stay later hut that the sgchools had
eot to start in and so they had got to
go.

Tt came out hefore the committee, if T
remember rightly, that the rural school
districts did not want this bhill hecause
they conld work at Christmas time now
in the stor2s. That was one thing that
wag hrousht out hefore the Committes
on Fduecatien as T understand. T sav,
oive them a goed long vacation in the
summer when it is warm and then they
can go to school more tefreshed and
study throngh ihe fall and winter.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Harmony, Mr. Pattee, calls for the yeas
and nays on this vote. The Chair would
suggest that a rising vote can be taken,
and then, if necessary, be doubted, and
the yeas and nays called after that.

Mr. PATTEE: Mr, Speaker, I will not
insist. T wish simply to say that there
has been handed to me a protest—

The SPEAKER: The Chair will have to
rule that out of order. As many as are
in favor of the motion of the gentleman
from Scarboro, Mr. Newcomb, that the
report from the committee on education
“ought not to pass” bhe accepted will
please rise and stand until counted.
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One hundred and sixteen having voted
in the affirmative and nine in the nega-
tive,

The
Scarboro,

motion of the gentleman from
Mr. Newcomb, prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, House Document No.
520, An Act to amend Section 786,
Chapter 45, Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to smelts, tabled by the gentleman
from Topsham, Mr. Tate, pending its
first reading.

Mr. TATE of Topsham: Mr. Speaker,
I move the matter be taken from the
table and I yield to the gentleman from
Waldoboro, Mr. Richards.

Mr. RICHARDS of Waldoboro: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to speak in hehalf of
the hand line fisherman and my con-
stituents.

The SPEAKER: May the Chair in-
cuire of the gentleman from Waldoboro
what his motion is to be so that there
will be a motion before the House? The
Chalir would 1like to lay Dbefore the
House the motion which the gentleman
is to make so that they can discuss it
intelligently.

Mr. RICHARDS: I make a motion,
Mr. Speaker, that this ought to pass.

The SPEAKER: The motion
gentleman is that it receive
reading.

Mr. RICHARDS: This bill, Mr. Speak-
er and gentlemen, relates to the seining
of smelts on. Sheepscot and Damaris-
cotta rivers, on the Sheepscot river to
a point as far as Merrill’s Ledges and
on -the Damariscotta as far as Merry’s
Tsland, and, as T am more familiar with
the Damariscotta river, I wish to call
yvour attention to the conditions as they
are now on the Damariscotta river and
ag they were when this bill was in force
in 1897.

At the present tme on the Damaris-
cotta river, there are employed in this
industry about 53 fishermen, and so far
this winter thev have realized about
$8000. This is about the only occupa-
tion they have in that section, and to
repeal this law would be a great detri-
ment to them.

of the
its first
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In the year 1897, this law was re-
pealed by the legislature until the year
1901, and I wish to call your attention
to the facts as they were. The seiners
and the fishermen were both obliged af-
ter the time for fishing to give up their
operations, and it proved very disas-
trous to both parties. Now, gentlemen,
when this question comes up for voting,
I move that it be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair understood
the motion to be that it be given its
first reading.

Mr. RICHARDS: Ought not to pass.

The SPEAKER: Does the Chair un-
derstand that the motion of the gentle-
man from Waldoboro is not that the
bill shall have its first reading? The
motion of the gentleman from Waldo-
boro was on the suggestion of the
Chair, that the bill be given its first
reading. Of course, if the gentleman
desires to make the motion that the bill
he indefinitely postponed, it will be nec-
essary for him to ask permission to
withdraw. Does the Chair understand
that the gentleman  from Waldoboro
wishes the bill to go on its regular
course?

- Mr. RICHARDS: I withdraw the mo-
tion that this be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: Then -the gentle-
man’s motion is that the bill receive.its
first reading. Is there any discussion?

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speak-
er, as I understand, the motion is that
the report be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will have
to inform the gentleman from Bangor
that the gentleman’s motion was that
the bill be given its first reading. That
is the pending question.

Mr. MURRAY: I think, Mr. Speaker.
that the motion of the gentleman is
made by mistake, and for that reason I
believe that it should not be passed.
I" think he misunderstood, and in a
spirit of fairness, I make that rmotion

The SPEAKER: The Chair would be
glad to have the suggestions and assist-
ance of any member to make this mat-
ter plain. As the Chair understands
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it the motion is that the bill he given
its first reading.

Mr. BREWSTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I think it would expedite mat-
ters if the Speaker would advise the
gentleman who has made the motion
what its exact effect is.

Mr. RICHARDS: I intended to make
a motion that the bill should lie on the
table.

The SPEAKER: Does the Chair un-
derstand that the gentleman from Wal-
doboro will withdraw his previous mo-
tion?

Mr. RICHARDS: I do, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Waldoboro now moves that the matter
be re-tabled. Will the gentleman as-
sign a day for it?

Mr. O'CONNELL of Millinocket: Mr.
Speaker, T think there is a mistake there

vet.
The SPEAKER: There is no rais-
take. The pending question is the

first reading of the bill. The gentleman
made that motion. He now withdraws
that motion by consent and asks that
the matter bhe re-tabled and the Chair
inquires if he will assign a day for
consideration.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: I move the
report be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The first motion is
the motion of the gentleman from Wal-
doboro that the matter be re-tabled.

Mr. RICHARDS: I withdraw that mo-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I move that this bhill
be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of
the House that permission be granted
to the gentleman from Waldoboro to
withdraw his motion to re-table the
bill?

Permission being granted, the motion
to re-table was withdrawn,

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Waldoboro, Mr. Richards, now moves
that the bill be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. HARRIS of Boothbay Harbor: Mr.
Speaker, T ohject to the hill heing indefin-

HOUSE, MARCH 15, 1917

itely postponed. This bill was one of
the first ones that went into the hopper.
It went out to the committee on sea
and shore fisheries and was there for
two or three weeks. It was thoroughly
threshed out and talked over and re-
ported under a new draft, ought to pass,
unanimously.

Now I am here in the interests of
those people who have been shut out
entirely from catching smelts by this
line that was drawn several years ago
from Cape Small Toint to Owl's Head,
and not allowed to catch any smelts
whatever, but these fellows who fished
through the ice were free to. That is
not fair. T.et everybody have a fair
show. I only ask that these men have
a chance to go part way up the river
and catch these smelts, as they have to
depend entirely on fishing for their liv-
ing. I hope that his motion to indefi-
nitely postpone this bill will not pre-
vail. T call upon Mr. Lewis of Booth-
bay, who is interested in this measure
as much as I am.

Mr. LEWIS of Boothbay: Mr. Speak-
er this smelt law is very unjust the
wziy it is at the present time, They tell
about the seiners down the river killing
out the smelts; that is not so. These
smelts in the winter time go way up
the fresh water brooks to spawn. Un-
der the old law, which we do not ask
changed, vou cannot catch any smelts
down on the coast, that is, the law goes
off on October first until April first and
that is the only time vou can catel
smelts,

Now these smelts have to go up the
rivers to spawn, and they catch the
spawn smelts up there. TIf they would
let those smelts alone, there would he
plenty of smelts.

1t is not the working people that
catch these smelts; it is the rich people
who have their friends come from Bos-
ton and New York: they catch those
smelts up there. These poor fishermen
down the river have to earn their living
at fishing; they are poor working men
with no other business except fishing.
They have got small families. and the
only way they have to get a living ig
to catch a few smelts in the fall of the

vear. There are only two months, Oc-
tober and November, that they can
cateh any smelts: after it gets into
December. it is too cold.
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Under the present law, you cannot fish
or set up seines for smelts within two
thousand feet of the mouth of the brook.
‘Within 2000 feet there are so many fish
weirs on the rivers that there are very
few places that they can set. They can’t
fish in deep water because they put one
end of the line on the shore and gv out
and come back and drag that in. How
much damage do you suppose that they
are doing to smelts? I tell you, gentlemen,
this law ought to be upheld and I hope it
will be upheld.

Mr. PACKARD of Rockland: Mr.
Speaker, I have on my desk an ap-
peal from 150 men at the head or at
a point near the head of the Damaris-~
cotta and Sheepscot rivers., They are
appealing for their very livelihood.
When the bill in question was first
drafted, it took in all the rivers from
Cape Small Point to Penobscot Bay.
At the hearing, it met with so much
opposition that they were forced to
draft the bill over again. When the
bill was presented in a new draft, it
left but two rivers, the Damariscotta
and Sheepscot.

Smelts are migratory fish, that is,
they leave the salt water in the fall
of the year and come up into the
rivers to spawn, and in the spring,
after having left their spawn, they go
back in to the salt water again. Dur-
ing the winter months, there are ap-
proximately 150 fishermen on the Dam-
ariscotta and Sheepscot rivers that
make their living during the year. At
the mouth of these two rivers, there
are some 15 or 20 men who would like
to seine smelts. Now 15 or 20 men
with seines will catch more smelts in
the same time than 500 men will with
a hook and line. So, a few men at
the mouth of the river are trying to
take the livelihood from 150 at the
other end, and it hardly seems fair to
me that a law that has been on our
statute book for 15 years should be
taken away now and take away the
livelihood of 150 men to satisfy 15
or 20.

Mr. HARMAN of Stonington: Mr.
Speaker, I am a member of the Com-
mittee on Sea and Shore Fisheries,
and when this bill came up for hear-
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ing at our executive session, I had the
impression that the bill was very fair
both to the hook and line fishing and
the seining, but I was not very famil-
iar with the Damariscotta river. Since
that time I have looked carefully into
the matter, and I find that if this bill
goes through, there will be a great
injustice done to the hook and line
fishermen who are fishing way up the
river in great numbers. In no other
case on the coast of Maine is there
a situation of just this kind. Omn all
other rivers they are protected from
seining within at least one-half a
mile from the mouths. This bill will
allow seining to go on about a mile
from the mouth of the river the way
I understand it. If T had understood
the situation and had been familiar
with the river, I never would have
signed the report, and I trust that the
motion to indefinitely postpone the
bill will have a passage.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, I am one of those men who
have an appeal, signed by 200 fisher-
men, for protection. Now if it is a
fact that 200 fishermen are affected
by this bill and deprived of their live-
lihood, T certainly favor postponing
it, and I second the motion of the
gentleman from Waldoboro.

LARRABELE of Bath: Mr.
Speaker, before the question is put
I would like to say this: I am from
that locality myself, and I have been
on the Damariscotta river and also
the Sheepscot river all my life, and I
have seen the fishermen come in with
these large seines, very many times
larger than this room, and sweep
around the ocean and gather fish up.
I have seen them when they would
load down the boats so that they could
not carry them and they would have
to let some of the fish go.

Now, gentlerren, T would like to put
the proposition ap to you just as a fair
bhusiness proposition. Why should we
¢it here and legislate for the fishermen
on the Sheepscot River and the Da-
marigcotta River at their mouths, and
let them get the millions of fish which
they do get at the expense of the other
rivers and bays in our State. Is there

Mr.
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any reason why we, the City of Bath,
just adjoining, should not put out our
seines and get just as many fish as
these men down below are getting? Is
there any reason why men down there
on the Sheepscot should put out the
seines which they do put out and stop
the fish going wup the rivers where
thousands of men live in little tents
and catch them on a line and where
there are hundreds and hundreds of
these little tents and men stay out all
night long fishing with a hand-line to
get their livelithood? Tt does not look
to me fair or just that this body of
men should vote to give the men at the
mouth of the Sheepscot River or off
Boothbay Harbor the right and privil-
eze to catch those fish with seines so
that the other parts of the State of
Maine are deprived of their livelihood.

fr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to sav just a word or two in
relation to this bill. T feel that under
the conditions the bill ought to be read
that we all may have a perfect under-
standing of it and know just what we
are voting for, and, with the Chair's
vermission, T want to read the bill it-
self. Tt is now in a new draft; the or-
iginal proposition was {turned down,
and it comes out of the ccmmittee in a
new drafi, and now we are voting on
that new draft of the bill as it appears.
There is little wonder that some of us
novices in the legislature get befuddled
on motions. Now, I will read the act.

‘““No smelts shall be taken or fished
for in the tidal waters along the cosst
of Maine within one-half mile of the
coast line at mean high-water mark
starting from Cape Small Point on the
west bank of the Kennebec river and
continuing easterly alone the coast of
Maine to Owl's Head in Penobscot Bay,
except v hook and line or weirs or set
nets through the ice, under penalty of
not less than ten. nor more than fifty
dollars for each offence, to be recovered
by comnplaint or indictment. This sec-
tion skall not arply to the waters along
the coast of Maine between Martin’s
Point and White Head in the county of
Knox, or in the Sheepscot river to
Merrill’s Ledges, nor in the Damaris-
cotta river to Merry’s Island, in Lin-
coln county.”
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Now, gentlemen of this House, 1
want to say right here at this time that
it does not matter to me who notices or
now they feel politically, I stand for
the measure that is going to be for the
greatcst good for the greatest number.
How many seirers are there in that lo-
cality that want to seine those little
fish? Up to this time here in this
House we have been talking about
great propositicns, such as the conser-
vation of water power and other large
measures, and now we are talking
ahout little fish. How many seiners are
there that want to go up three or four
miles on those two rivers with those
dragnet propositions? Seiners, from.
what little I can find out upon inquiry,
are in a way small TU-Boeat gunners;
they go out and they scoop in this
bunch of fish and they get away with
it, and the handliners have to go out
there and plug day after day and hour
after hour. T understand from very
good autnority that during this last
winter they have obtained a revenue of
some eight thousand dollars on the Da-
mariscotta river alone.

They tried thig once before, as T un-
derstand it, from 1897 to 1901, and the
little fishes disappeared. Those U-Boat
gunners had an cpportunity down there
at the mouth of those rivers and did
away with those fish. This fish is a
migratory fish, as T understand it,
which goes from one place to another,
and in the fall it goes up to the head of
those rivers to spawn, and then comes
down to the mouth. What are the
chances of those handliners up above
those seiners?

We are making laws this winter
right in this Legislature to close other
rivers on the ccast of Maine, and now
here come some gentlemen who want
to make an exception of these two
rivers. Ts that fair? When you talk
about fairness, when you talk about
equality, let’s get at it as we should get
at it. Look the proposition square in
the face, and what is fair for one is fair
for another.

I do not know who introduced this
measure; I do not know how much
politics there is in it, but I can see
some equity in it. I do not believe
that those two rivers should be made
exceptions.
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Now let’s stop and think. Between
the one place mentioned in this bill
on the Kennebec river and the other
point mentioned in this bill there is
the Georges river, the Medomak river,
the Kennebec river, the Sheepscot
river and another river with an In-
dian name, Sassanoa, or something
of that kind. What is the trouble
with those rivers? Why don’t seiners
come up and ask to do seining in
those rivers? They could ask for it
with just as much propriety as in the
others.

I have an appeal here from the
handliners of that vicinity signed by
some 200 names, and they say that
they want to be left alone; that they
do not want 20 seiners with their
seines to interfere with them in their
little hand line industry, and I, for
one man, want to protect them, that
they may still continue.

Smelts at this time are bringing
24 or 25 cents a pound. Those fellows
with those dragnets see the oppor-
tunity. Are we going to protect the
little fellows in this House by our vote
at this time, or are we going to say,
“You few can ruin the industry”?
That is where T stand and, Mr. Speak-
er, I want to endorse the motion to
indefinitely postpone this proposition.
(Applause.)

Mr. LIZWIS of Boothbay: Mr.
Speaker, 1 would say that there are
only about 20 men fishing down there
for smelts in those rivers. They have
told us about this petition of 200
names. What are they made up of?
Ave those the names of fishermen? I
know the maijority of these men. Here
are some of these men who have
signed this petition two or three times
with the same names. What kind of
a petition do you call that? How
many times is a man supposed to sign
a petition? They don’t even tell you
what town they come from. Here is
a man here by the name of Tucker,
here is a Post master, and here is
register of deeds; do you suppose that
such a man as that goes smelting? 1
don't believe half of those people on
that petition belong in that section.
I don’t know but they belong in Mas-
sachusetts. T tell you this thing has
been misstated here and it is wrong.
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Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr.
Speaker, I want to say one word on
behalf of the Committee on Sea and
Shore Fisheries. We had this matter
before us and gave it very careful con-
sideration, not one afternoon, but
several. Now gentlemen, here are a
few fishermen who get their living by
fishing; they only fish with the seine—
not with a U-boat, but with a seine
in the month of October, and that is
the only time they seine in these wa-
ters within this line which the Sea
and Shore Fisheries Committee drew,
this four miles. This Merrill’'s Ledges
and Owls Ilead are four miles from
where thege fishermen fish through the
ice up the river. The line that is
drawn from Cape Small Point to
Owl's Head includes water that is 46
fathoms deep at the outside. Now
vou have absolutely stopped the fish-
ermen who fish for smelts with seines
in the month of October from catch-
ing any smelts there at all They
cannot fish through the ice, because
there is no ice there; that is open
water.

With this legislation as it is, those
fishermen who depend upon fishing for
a livelihood have those smelts go
right up past their shore and they are
not allowed to take them with seines,
and they go up the river four miles

above and fish for them. As Mr.
Lewis says, they are fished for by
gentlemen who are postmasters,

judges, and registers of probate, and
gentlemen fishermen from other states,
We are depriving no actual fishermen
from catching those smelts to support
their families but are simply taking
this privileze from the sporting fishor-
men to a large extent, such as those
who are in this petition.

Smelts are migratory fish, It is
a faect that you will strike some bays,
whether there is seining there or not,
where mnear the fall there will bhe
hardly any smelts, and the next year
likely as not there will be an abund-
ance of them. They are migratory,
and it is never thought of using seines
through the month of October. That
has not killed the industry; it is the
habits of the migratory fish that have
destroyed the fishing. They can
catch fish this fall and they will go
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up the river. We have not allowed
them to fish near the shore, so there
will be plenty of room for the smelts
to get up for the ice fishermen. Your
committee believed unanimously at
the time that they were doing the
best’ thing between the seiner and
the handliner, and I hope, gentlemen,
in justice to the man who fishes for
a living to support his family and to
buy food for his children, that this
motion will not prevail.

Mr. PACKARD of Rockland: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that seining
smelts must be a pretty good business
if they only fish one month in the
year, and the men cannot be parti-
cularly poor. The month of October
is the month of the year that they
start up the river to lay their spawn.
If those smelts are caught at the
mouth of the river, there certainly
will not be any to go up the river
and come back in the spring. I move
you that the previous question be vot-
ed on immediately.

A sufficient number having arisen,
the previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER: As many as are in
favor of the motion of the gentleman
from -Waldoboro, Mr. Richards, that
this bill be indefinitely postponed, will
rise and stand until counted.

A division being had,

Sixty-five having voted in the affirm-
ative and 41 in the negative,

The motion prevailed and the bill
was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon,
House Amendments A and B to House
Document No. 502, entitled “An Act to
provide for the registration of resident
hunters,”” were retabled and assigned for
consideration on Wednesday of next
week.

On motion by Mr. Farrington of Au-
gusta, Senate Document No. 52, Resolve
proposing an amendment to the Consti-
tution of the State of Maine relative to
the tenure of office of sheriffs, was taken
up out of order, under suspension of the
rules.
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Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
whether this is a climax or an anti-eli-
max I am not quite sure. We have come
all the way from schools and smelts down
to sheriffs. This resolve, to read the es-
sential part, provides that ‘“whenever the
Governor and Council, upon complaint,
due notice and hearing shall find that a
sheriff is not faithfully or efficiently per-
forming any duty imposed upon him by
law, the Governor may remove such sher-
iff from office, and with the advice and
consent of the Council appoint another
sheriff in his place for the remainder of
the term for which such removed sheriff
was elected.” This resolve further pro-
vides that the question be submitted to
the voters of the State on the second
Monday of September following the pas-
sage of the resolve. I am not going to
take the time of this Legislature to any
extent in discussing this matter. I think
our minds are pretty well made up as to
how we shall vote. I do want to say
this, however, that in my opinion the suc-
cess of the predominant party in this
Legislature at the last September elec-
tion was due in no slight degree to the
courageous and consistent stand of our
now Chief Executive in relation to the
enforcement of the prohibitory law. 1In
his message to this Legislature he asked
that this resolve be passed. I feel per-
sonally that we should pass it so that
the voters in this State may say, by thelr

votes, whether or not it shall be-
come part of our constitution. I feel,
somehow or other, that some of the

members of the party of a different faith
from my own in their hearts and con-
sciences agree with this proposition, and
T trust that any such will vote for It;
and without further remarks, Mr. Speak-
er, T move that the resolve at this time
be given its final passage.

Mr. LARRABEE of Bath: Mr. Chair-
man, I do not agree with the attorney
from Augusta (Mr. Farrington) by any
means, and I would like to have it dis-
tinctly understood that I do not wish it
thrown up to me whether my conscience
is to be doubted at all, T vote as I think
bhest, party or no party. This proposition
to me is not the right kind of law to be
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put upon our statute books. While I have
every respect for our Governor and his
Councillors, I do believe that it is wise
for us, either Democrats or Republicans,
to put into the hands of one man the
power to annul the vote that is given to
us by our Constitution. If a Governor—
and, as I said before, I have every respect
for our Governor, wishes to remove any
sheriff, he can do it now and do it easily
and by the law which we have, and no
one knows it any better than these at-
torneys and the men in this House. I do
not believe that this power should be
given to any one man. It takes us back
to the Dark Ages, to the absolute power
that is dealt out to the people of Russia
in their monarchy, where their emperor
can remove any man Oor any set of men;
and, if it is done here in our State of
Maine, have you a right to vote? You
vote for a man that you wish and you
deprive him of that liberty. I do not fa-
vor the remarks of the gentleman from
Augusta (Mr. Farrington).

Mr. SPEIRS of ‘Westbrook: Mr. Speak-
er, I move the previous question.

The SPEAKER: The previous question
is called for without objection.

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speaker,
1 am rather surprised. Is not this de-
batable?

The SPEAKER: The Chair begs the
pardon of the gentleman and will put the
question again in order that there may
not be any misunderstanding. The pre-
vious question has been moved. As many
as are in favor of the previous question
will please rise.

A sufficient number having arisen, the
previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER: The question now be-
fore the House is shall the main question
be put, and the rules allow five minutes’
debate. I recognize the gentleman from
Bangor, Mr. Murray.

Mr. MURRAY: Mr. Speaker, I am
rather surprised that the dominant party
—and it is dominant, overwhelmingly—
should choke off this debate. I know
their reason for it. They are ashamed of
the measure, and I agree with them.
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The best way to stop discussion of this
measure is to do what this distinguished
gentleman has done, and the best thing
for the Republican party is to stop dis~
cussion of it. It is obnoxious; it smells.
It smells to every citizen of the State of
Maine when you attempt to throw into
the hands of one man so much power.
The distinguished gentleman from Batn
(Mr. Larrabee) has likened the man who
has that power to the Czar of Russia,
and I agree with him, and here and now
I want to put the Democratic party on
record as being opposed to any step,
whether it be the first or last step, that
gives to any one man such power. I
want to remind some of you gentlemen
who are so desirous of seeing the pro-
hibitory law enforced of one thing. As
your Constitution now is, if a sheriff is
dishonest he can be removed by two
methods. One is by Senate impeachment.
The other is by a joint request from this
body and the Senate. By changing this
Constitution, you are taking from your
Senate and your House the power which
they have and you are throwing it into
one man’s hands. What if that one man
is corrupt? What if that one man is
weak so that he can be influenced? Can-
not you see how much easier it is for
lawbreakers to control one man, and
I submit that it has been done? Cannot
you see how much easier it is than It is
to control one or both of these houses
which are now probably, or at least at-
tempting, to give up the power which
they have and which they have held for
so many years? In submitting by a re-
solve a former amendment, the reason
advanced for it by the dominant party at
least was that it was a vicious measure
and that there was a demand for it from
a sufficient number of people. I submit
that this measure if passed 1is vicious,
and instead of a sufficient number of peo-
ple demanding it, a single man is com-
manding it, and you men are flying before
that command like a flock of sheep. I re-
spect all of you, but I also pity you. Goad
forbid that men give up their rights, es-
pecially bodies of this kind, so easily, at
the command of a single man! I am
afraid that you fear the command be-
cause you want office. No man here, re-
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gardless of party, can go back and ex-
plain to his constituents, and do it hon-
estly,—explain satisfactorily why he hasg
taken their power from them and the
power which they have given to him in
his official capacity as a legislator, giving
it to a single man, and that man chang-
ing from time to time.

The SPEAKER: The time of the gen-
tleman from Bangor has expired. Does
the. House grant unanimous consent for
him to continue?

Mr. FARRINGTON of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I really regret that any vote
on the previous question has been put.
I feel that this should be open to free
discussion. I move that we reconsider
the vote whereby the previous question
was declared.

The motion prevailed.

Myr. Murray of Bangor (continuing):
Mr. Speaker, I realize that it is late
.and 1 realize that there are others who
would like to speak, and I believe 1
have sufficiently stated my position,
and in addition to that have put both
parties on record. Therefore 1 vield the
floor. )

Mr. DEARTH of Dexter: Mr. Speak-
er and Gaentlemen of the House: 1 de-
sire at the outset to assure the gentle-
man from Bangor (Mr. Murray) that
we ave not ashamed of what we are
doing in this House. We are willing to
accept any indictment that he may pre-
fer against us. All we ask is for the
opportunity to be heard cn his indict-
ment. Now what is the question before
this House? What is the issue before
this House? It is a plain, simple issue
as to whether you are going to give
the people of this State the opportunity
to say whether they want to lodge wita
the Governor the authority to remove
a. sheriff who is not performing the du-
ties of his office. That is the issue and
the only issue, arid T submit to you that
every word uttered by the gentleman
from Bangor (Mr. Murray) is not ger-
mane to the issue. When you vote to
send this question to the electorate of
this State you will have performed and
discharged vour duty to your constitu-
ents, and upon them will rest the only
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question then to be determined,—
whetber this authority shall be given
to the Governor, or whether it shall not
be given to him. They are to deter-
mine that question and not you, and I
want, when you come to the question
of voting,—1 want you to keep in your
minds that that is the issue, notwith-
standing the mist and the dust that the
gentleman {rom Bangor is trying to
throw into your eyes. Oh, I have heard
it said so many times by the violators
of the law, “You are limiting cur lib-
erty; you are taking from us our
rights”. Ah, gentlemen ot thils House,
I submit that liberty does not mean li-
cense to do anything that you see fit to
do. Liberty is the enjoyment of the
rights accorded the citizens under the
law in obheying those laws. A man’s
liberty is abridged by the law only in
so far as that man attempts to violate
the laws of his country; so do not con-
fuse the question of liberty with the
question of absolute license to do any-
thing that you want  to. There is a
great difference, and no one knows 1t
better than the gentleman from Ban-
gor. He knows it, I know it, and so
ddes every honest, conscientious man
in this House know it. "Oh, gentlemen,
I would like to argue this matter until
the morning sun rises, because of the
unfair proposition put up here by the
gentleman from Bangor! I say cling
to the issue and vote to send this ques-
tion to the peorle, and when you shall
have done that you will have done your
duty, and the responsibilily rests with
them as to whether they want to lodge
with the Governor this power or
whether they do not. I say do not deny
to them this privilege _because it is
their privilege under the law of this
land. I tr:st the gentleman will par-
don me if T have been a little boister-
ous because T mean every word I have

uttered. (Applause.)
Mr. HARTWELL of Oldtown: Mr.
Speaker, T do not believe in booze,

neither do T believe in the issue that is.
at stake. T believe every man here
should vote as he sees fit. I shall vote
as I see fit, and I will never vote to give
the power to one man, although I ac-
cord him all the respect that is due
him. -
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Mr. ROUNDS Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I am c¢ne of the majority
party elected to this House, but I was
not elected to give any one man power
to say to the other men elected on that
ticket whether they should be removed
or not. I will read what few remarks
I have to make.

of

I could give many reasons why I am
opposed to the enactment into law of
the bill now before this House, but I
shall touch upon but few of them in
the short time that I am to speak.

I fail to see any good reason why the
Governor of this State should be
clothed with the power which the
measure under consideration would
grant him. In my opinion it is asking
altogether too much. If we are to
pass a resolve permitting him to re-
move sheriffs, and fill the vacancies
thus created, why not go farther and
let hima name them in the first place?
Why go to the trouble of electing
them? One proposition is just as rea-
sonable as the other.

As a matter of fact, though, neither
of them appeals to me. The people of
each county choose the sheriff of that
county, and the people, or their duly
elected representatives, should be the
ones to determine whether that official
has so failed in the performance of his
duties that he should be ousted from
the position. No one within my hear-
ing would venture to suggest that a
citizen charged with some serious
crime should have his guilt or inno-
cence determined by the judge of a
superior or supreme court, as the case
might be. No, the accused must be
given a trial before a pancl of twelve
men, and those twelve are to say
whether or not he is deserving of pun-
ishment. The judge may in his charge
aid the jurors in reaching a verdict in
accordance with the law anc the evi-
dence that has been presented, but we
say to him: “Thus far shalt thou go
and no farther.”

In like manner, a man occupying so
high and responsible a position as that
of sheriff of a county in this State
must be said to have a serious charge
made against him when it is alleged
that he has failed to perform his du-
ties properly, and yet this proposition
is that one man shall consider those
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charges and have the sole power to
decide whether the charges are such
as to warrant the sheriff’s removal. I
care not if it be the Governor who is
given all this authority—I believe it is
unjust. It comes close to setting up a
little form of despotism within our
State, and 1 find it difficult to believe
that there are many men who would
care to assume such a responsibility.

All of you will recall that a few
years ago we had a sort of a clean-up
with respect to sheriffs and their al-
leged inactivity in the enforcement of
the prohibitory law—which is the
chief principle involved in the pending
regolve—and this clean-up was con-
ducted by the Legislature. There was
a Republican Governor and a Re-
publican Legislature, and the first of-
ficial head to fall was that of a Re-
publican sheriff, one who had held that
office for close on to a generation. In
the cases which were then heard by
the lawmakers of the State each side
was given plenty of time and the wid-
cst possible latitude in presenting its
evidence; and it was the proper meth-
od to pursue. Either that method
should be retained, or the recall might
be adopted, but for one man to listen
to complaints, and then act in accord-
ance with his judgment, is asking too
much.

How many members of this House-—
were it within the realms of possibility
that any one of you might become the

next chief executive of the State of
Maine—would want to hold such
power within their grasp? How

many of you would be happy in the
thought that some day a sheriff might
be accused of failing to perform his
duty and that you might with snap
judgment, if you chose, remove him
from office and name his successor?
If I could poll the House on this ques-
iion, I am of the opinion that the re-
sult might prove somewhat of a sur-
prise to the proponents of this meas-
ure. And yet, if the possibility which
I have just mentioned existed, that is
the situation that would confront the

man taking the oath as Governor.
There would be no other alternative
for him. It is a difficult position in

which to place a man, and it is a great
deal for any one man to ask. He
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must consider himself fit to be classed
as “a Daniel come to judgment” to ask
the people of Maine to grant him this
extraordinary power.

I believe in progress, but I do not
helieve that progress consists in hand-
ing the Governor of this State a
“snickersee” and saying to him every
time somebody points out a head that
should be lopped off, “it is your privi-
lege to swing the ‘snickersee’ if you
have a feeling that the head should
drop.” That is practically what this
measure amounts to.

We have bheen in the habit of elect-
ing human beings to the gubernatorial
chair up here in the State of DMaine,
and I can conceive of instances where
a Governor might err in considering
the charges made against an official
and remove him when there was not
good and sufficient reason. Cases of
this kind should have the fullest in-
vestigation, and a complete airing, be-
fore any action is taken, and when
this is done the decision should rest
not with one man, but with many.

I have as much respect as any man
in Maine for those who have held the
office of Governor within my memory,
but there is not one of these men to
whom I would have given the author-
ity asked for in this resolve. More-
over, I do not know of one of them
who would have been possessed of a
burning desire to obtain such author-
ity. They were jealous of the good
name of the Pine Tree State, eager to
serve it to the best of their ability, and
willing to do all that lay within their
power to keep up with the procession
of sister commonwealths that had
“progress” for their watchword, but
they never suggested that they them-
selves be Governors in name, but
Czars in reality.

I have the profoundest respect and
admiration for the young man who
now occupies the most exalted posi-
tion in the State within the gift of the
electorate, I do not question his sin-
cerity in asking that he be given the
power to remove sheriffs who are not
performing their duties, but at
same time I cannot conscientiously
support him in this request, and I be-
lieve that it should be denied. And
finally, if the voters next September

the’
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decide that the right of suffrage shall
be extended to the women, we shall
have nothing but good sheriffs ever
atter, and the authority asked will be
something like a beautiful piece of
bhric-a-brac lying around on a parlor

shelf~——something nice to look at and
talk about, but of no earthly use to
the possessor. (Applause)

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr.

Speaker, I feel that some of us have
not read all of this act. We seem to
talk about one man, the Governor of
the State of Maine, removing a sher-
itf. I want to read Section 10 of this
act, and see what conclusion we can
candidly arrive at then.

“Section 10. Sheriffs
elected by the people in their re-
spective counties, by a plurality of
the votes given in on the second Mon-
day of September, and shall hold their
office for two years from the first day
of January next after their election,
unless duly removed as hereinafter
provided. Whenever the Governor and
Council, upon complaint, due notice
and hearing, shall find that a sheriff
is not faithfully or efficiently per-
forming any duty imposed upon him
by law, the Governor may remove such
sheriff from office.”

Now, gentlemen, there is to be
a finding from the lips and from the
judgment of those seven members of
that Council, and I submit to you that
they are good men, that they are wise
men. That they are carefully select-
ed by their constituents. Now, it has
got to be the judgment of so many,
not the Governor alone; and do you
suppose for one minute that the Gov-
ernor of the State of Maine, even as
good a. man as he is, supposing that
he should arrive at the conclusion
that a man ought to be removed,—do
you suppose that he could control and
influence the minds and judgment of
all those men? Not for one moment.
They are all men of affairs; they are
men that have their minds, they de-
pend on their judgment, and there
would have to be a majority, at least
five of them, to come to that finding.
Now I for one am always willing to
let the majority rule. I feel about this
proposition that it is safe to throw

shall be
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this into the hands of the people,
though it may be talked by one party
one way if they like and by the other
party the other way if they like; and
then I am willing to abide by the
decision of the people of the State of
Maine—by their finding next Septem-
ber. (Applause.)

Mr., HARMAN of Stonington: Mr.
Speaker, everybody voting for this
amendment place themselves on record
in favor of nullifying the elective
power of the people of the State of
Maine. It is unprogressive, undemo-
cratic and un-American. 1 am op-
posed to the principle of the matter.
The Governor of the State of Maine
had the power from 1820 to 1855 of
removing sheriffs. Never in all that
time was one sheriff removed, or any
attempt to remove a sheriff, for the
non-enforcement of his duties. In 1909,
I had the honor of being a member of
this House. The Sturgis law at that
time became very obnoxious. The
Legislature attempted to replace that
by the power to remove sheriffs,
which was promptly defeated in both
the Iouse and the Senate. I had the
honor of being a member of this leg-
islature in 1913. During that session,
there came up for impeachment a num-
ber of sheriffs. Those sheriffs who
came up for impeachment were all
impeached. I wvoted in favor of im-
peachment in every case. 1 was fully
convineced that there had been a fla-
grant misuse of their power and that
they had violated their oath of office.
The Governor replaced those sheriffs,
and no one claims that they ever gave
any better enforcement than the old
sheriffs after they had been in office
three or four weeks. Therefore, I
claim it is no use to remove sheriffs
and appoint new ones in their place,
for T claim that you can only get a
cheap fellow to take the place of a
sheriff who has been removed. 1 do
not claim that the present Governor,
if given this power, would misuse it;
but other governors will he in office
in the future and thev may make bad
use of this power. They might single
a sheriff out for removal for some
very slight offence, and we might find
ourselves in this position: If a Dem-
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ocratic governor was in the chair, he
might in a very short time remove
every Republican sheriff and replace
them with Democratic sheriffs, or the
reverse might take place if a Repub-
lican governor was in power. If you
are going to give the Governor this
power, 1 believe he should be given
the power to appoint, and then he
could be held wholly responsible for
the actions of the sheriffs of the State.
A recall power would be much pre-
ferred to the removal of the sheriffs.
I cannot see where there is any call
for this power. The Democratic
House in Washington has given us a
“bone-dry” law which will go into
effect July first, and no one claims
that any liquor can be smuggled into
the State of Maine under this law.
Gentlemen, I trust this resolve will
not have a passage.

Mr. GOLDTHWAIT of Biddeford:
Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to raise my voice in
opposition 1o this measure upon this
ground: That it is a direct bhlow to
jocal self-government. There is only
one thing about the whole situation
ithat I am surprised at, and that is that
it does not have an emergency claus2
attached to it.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinathaven: Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen of the House:
I wish in a few words to define my
position in regard to this measure in
order that I may not be charged with
inconsistency. On general principles, I
am a believer in submitting to the vot-
ers all constitutional amendments, but
I do not think it should bhe applied
when it takes away the rights conferred
by law upon a ccunty, city or town.
This constitutional amendment seems
to me to differ from other amendments.
Sheriffs are elected by the voters in the
several counties, and with all due re-
spect to the Governor, he should not
have the right to remove an official
clected by the people of a certain sec-
tion of t(he State. Sheriffs are not
the only officials charged with the en-
forcement of the prohibitory law.
Mayors of cities, selectmen of towns,
and constables, are egually responsible
for non-enforcement of that law. Now,
why not apply this amendment to



them also? Mr. Speaker and gentle-
men, I do not think we would want our
mayor or selectmen, e¢lected by the
cities and towns, removed by the Gov-
ernor For the above reason I am op-
posed to the resolve.

Mr. MESSEER cf Union: Mr. Speak-
er, I suppose this matter will be de-
cided by a yea and nay vote, and I
wish to make my position clear on this
‘matter as a Democrat in registering
my vote. If this question did not carry
the referencum with it, I should most
assuredly vote against this resoive; put
I do not understand that if this matter
is passed, we rlace this in the hands of
any one man or with the Governor and
Council. If it were so, I should be op-
posed to it. We simply place it in the
hands of the pecple to decide, and 1.
for one, am perfectly well satisfied and
willing to entrust this measure to the
hands of my cernstituents. I had much
rather they would settle the maitter
than to settle it myself. For that reas-
on. T shall vote yes.

Mr. MURRAY of Bahgor: Mr. Speaker,
I move the previous question.

The SPEAKER: Those who are in fa-
vor of a vote being taken will please rise.

A sufficient number having arisen, the
previous question was ordered.

On motion by Mr. Murray of Bangor it
was voted that a yea and nay vote be
taken.

The SPEAKER: 'The clerk will call the
roll of names of the members. The Chair
will state the guestion. Resolve propos-
ing an amendment to tne Constitution of
the State of Maine relative to the teriure
of office of sheriffs. The cquestion before
the House is the motion of the gentleman
from Augusta, Mr. Farrington, that the
resolve be finally passed. Those who are
in favor of the passage of the resolve, as
their names are called will answer yes:
those who are opposed will answer no.
The clerk will call the roll.

(At this point Mr. Murray of Bangor
took the chair.)

YEA—Albert, Alden, Allan of Portland,
Allen of Sanford, Ames, Anderson, An-
drews of Norway, Andrews of Warren,

Averill, Babb, Barnes, Baxter, Bonney,
Bowman of Detroit, Brackett, Bragdon,
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Brewster, Brown, Burbank, Buzzell,
Cates, Chaplin of Bridgton, Chaplin of
South Portland, Charles, Clark of Har-
rison, Clarke of Randolph, Clason, Clem-
ent, Clifford, Coffin, Cole of Eliot, Cole of
Etna, Conary, Crediford, Cummings,
Cushman, Daigle of New Canada Pl,,
Daigle of Wallagrass, Day, Dearth, Dut-
ton, Eaton, Ellis of Gardiner, Ellis of
York, Farrington, Fletcher, Flint, Frost,
Gannett, Garcelon, Greenlaw, Gurney,
Hanson, Hall, Hammond, Hart, Hill, Hol-
ley, Holt of Gouldsboro, Hooper, Howard,
Hutchins, Jenkins, Jennings, Jordan of
Baileyville, Jordan of Cumberland,
Knight, Leavitt, Lenfest, Libby, Longley,
Lyford, MecNally, Merrill, Messer, Mori-
son, Newcomb, Nicholas, O’Connell, Pat-
tee, Pendexter, Phillips, Powers, Pur-
ington, Ranney, Redman, Rowe, Russell,
Ryder, Sisson, Snow of Mars Hill, Speirs,
Stearns, Stanley, Stubbs, Tuttle, Wagg,
Washburn, Watts, Williams, Wilson—10l.

NAY—Berry, Besse, Billings, Bolduc,
Boman of Vinalhaven, Boynton, Bussa-
barger, Corliss, Descoteaux, Dow, Dris-
coll, Drisko, Emerson, Fleming, Gold-
thwait, Grant, Harmon, Hartwell, Holt
of Skowhegan, Hunt, Xing, Kneeland,
Langley, Largay, Larrabee, Levesque,
Meserve, Morin, Murphy, Murray, Neilon,
Packard of Newburg, Packard of Rock-
land, Picher, Reed, Richards, Rounds,
Sawyer of Eden, Sawyer of Madison,
Snow of Bluehill, Tate, Turner, Watson,
‘Welch—44.

ABSENT—Harris, Holbrook, Lawrence,
Lewis, Mutty, Webb—6.

When Mr. Bussabarger’'s hame was
reached in the roll call, that gentleman
stated as follows:

Mr. Speaker, a decent regard for the
comments of mankind prompts me to
explain my vote on this measure. Be-
fore 1 entered this honorable body, I
gave our Governor my bpledge not to
play politics against him. I have not
and naver expect to stoop to such tac-
tics. I believe as firmly as he does in
the recall of unfaithful public servants.
"There are such servants, I believe, in
my country; but an examination of the
records of the 1013 legislature—a Re-
publican legislature—reveals to me the
striking fact that a Republican admin-
istration refused to enact a law advo-
cated by the Senateor from Cumberland
giving the people of Mains the right
to recall unfaithful servants. This in-
dicates to my mind that the leaders of
the dominant political party in Maine
do not care to trust the people; but I
believe in the people, even when they
fail to see things as I do; and, at this
crisis in the affairs of our nation, I am
not willing to take power away from
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the common people and concentrate it
in the hands of a chosen few who might
misuse it, as was done a few days ago
by a dozen men to bring discredit upon
the nation. Wherefore, because I be-
lieve the recall of unworthy public ser-
vants should be the wundisputed right
of the people who elect such servants,
I am opposed to this bill. Mr. Speaker,
I vote no.

(Speaker Bonney resumes the chair.)
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will an-
nounce the result of the vote. Whole
number of members voting, 145. Neces-
sary number of votes to pass the re-
solve 97. 101 having voted yes, and 44
having voted no, the Chair declares the
resolve finally passed.

On motion by Mr. Murray of Ban- .
gor, adjourned until nine o’clock to-
morrow morning.



