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HOUSE. 

\Yednesday, March 14, 1917. 
The House met according to ad­

jOUl'lllnent and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Cochrane of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of previous session read and 
approvcd. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolution rela­
tiYe to the preparedness meeting at 
Portland, Maine, 1\larch 16. 

RcsolYed, the House concurring, that 
the Legi sla bue attend a preparedness 
meeting to be' hel,l at Portland, Friday, 
March 16. 

Cam'2 from the Senate, rcad and 
passed. 

In the House passed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: An Act to amend 
Chapter 229 of the PriYate and Special 
Laws of 1849, entitled "An Act incor­
porating the trustees of the fund for 
the support of the episcopate of the 
Protestant I<.:piscopal church in the 
diocese of l\laine," as an'lendcd, came 
from the Senate I",eommitted to the 
committee on judiciary. 

On motion by ]\[1'. Baxter of Port­
land. the Housc voted to concur with 
the Senate in recommitting the bill to 
the committee on judiciary. 

From the Senate: An Act providing 
for court jurisdiction in criminal cases 
originnting' in Hibbcrts Gore. 

Came from th£ Senate, recommitted 
to the committee on judiciary. 

ton, the House voted to insist on its 
former action and ask for a committee 
of conference. 

The Chair appointed as such com­
mittee of conference Messrs. Chaplin 
0;' Bridgton, Barnes of Houlton and 
1\lurray of Dangor. 

Senate Bills on First Readin·g. 

Senate 290. An Act to amend Chap­
ter 2] 5 of the Private and Special Laws 
of 1867, and authorizing the city of 
Raco to provide, equip and maintain a 
hOfpital. 

Senate 136. Resolve authorizing the 
county of York to procure a loan. 

On motion by 1\11'. Sawyer of Madi­
son, the rules were Huspended for the 
consideration out of order of Resolve 
in favor of the town of Solon to repair 
Hobin Hill in said town. On further 
motion by the same gentleman, it was 
yoted that the House appoint a com­
mittee of conference. The Chair 
named as ~uch committee 1\lessrs, 
Rawyer of Madison, Holt of Gouldsboro 
and Kneeland of Lincoln. 

The following bills, resolves and 
petitions were presented, and on rec­
ommendation of the committee on ref­
erence of bills, were referred to the 
following committees: 

Appropriations and Financial Affairs. 

By 1\Ir. Farrington of Augusta: An 
Act to amend Rections 85 and 87 of 
Chapter 2 of the Revised Statutes, 1'e­
bting to the State contingent fund. 
(500 copies ordered printed.) 

By 1\11'. Eaton of Rumford: Resolve 
on the pay loll of the House of the 
78th LegiHlature. 

JJy the same gentleman: Resolve in 
favor of certain employees of the 
House of Hepresentatives. 

Education. 

On motion by 1\[1'. Fanington of Au­
gustn. the House YO ted to concur with 
the Senate in recommitting the bill to 
the committee on judiciary. By 1\I1'. Barnes of Houlton: A.n Act 

tc' amend Section 85 of Chapter 16 of 
From the Senate: An Act relating to the llcvised Statutes, providing a 

municipal elections in tho town of maximum annual tuition in secondary 
]\jount Desert. schools of the State. (1000 copies 01'­

Came from the Senate with Senate dered printed.) 
Amc-ndment A adopted, and passed to By 1\11'. Phillips of Southwest Har-
be engrossed as amended. bor: Hesolution and petition of La-

On motion by Mr. Chaplin of Dridg- moine Grange in the town of Lamoine, 
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asking for the passage of An Act to 
provide for the distribution of State 
school funds on the basis of aggregate 
attendance; also resolution and peti­
tion of Ocean View Grange in the town 
of Tremont, in favor of same; also 
resolution and petition of Bayside 
Grange, in the city of Ellsworth, in 
favor of same. 

By Mr. Conary of Bucksport: Reso­
lution and petition of Floral Grange, in 
the town of Bucksport, in favor of 
same; also petition of Highland 
Grange, in the town of Penobscot in 
favor of same. 

Inland Fisheries and Game. 

By ::\11'. Gurney of Portland: Petition 
of O. F. Gooch and 23 others, residents 
of Bar Harbor, in favor of the enact­
ment of a law changing the present 
open season on various game birds. 

Public Health. 

By Mr. Picher of 'Waterville: Re­
monstrance of Warren J. Foss and 75 
others again"t the proposed law creat­
ing a State Department of Health. 

By Mr. Ellis of Gardiner: Remon­
strance of H. M. Lauton and 25 others 
of Gardiner, against Senate Bill 212, 
relative to a State Department of 
Health. 

Reports of Committees. 

Mr. Purington, from the committee 
on banks and banking, reported "ought 
to pass" on bill, An Act to amend Sec­
tion 27 of Chapter 52 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the investment of 
saving deposits. 

(The rules were suspended and the 
bill given its two several readings.) 

Same gentleman, from same com­
mittee, on bill, An Act to amend Sec­
tion 100 of Chapter 98 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to loan and building 
associations, reported same in a new 
draft under same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

Mr. \Vilson, from same committee, 
reported "ought to pass" on hill, An 
Act to amend Section 24 of Chapter 52, 
of the Revised Statutes of 1916, with 
reference to deposits of married wo­
men or minors. 

(The rules were suspended and the 
bill given its two several readings.) 

Mr. Hartwell, from same committee, 
reported "ought to pass" on bill, An 
Act to prevent officers and employees 
ot banking institutions from making 
copies of records. 

(The rules were suspended and the 
bill given its two several readings.) 

Mr. Morin, from same committee, re­
ported "ought to pass" on bill, An Act 
to amend Section 43 of Chapter 52 of 
the Reyised Statutes, relating to the 
custody of securities owned by sav­
ings banks. 

(The rules were suspended and the 
bill given its two seyeral readings.) 

MI'. Clifford, from the committee on 
elnims, on ResolYe in favor of Ernest 
Graffam of Poland, reported same in a 
new draft ullder same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

::\11'. Gareelon, from the committee on 
legal affairs, on bill, An Act to extend 
the charter of the Lubec, East Machias 
and Machias Railway Company, re­
ported same in a new draft under same 
title, and that it ought to pass. 

Same gentleman, from same com­
mittee, reported "ought to pass" on bill, 
An Act to amend Chapter 121 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1913, to 
enable the annual meetings of Madison 
'Yater District to be held at any time 
during the month of July. 

Same gentleman, from same com­
mittee, reported "ought to pass" on 
bill, An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 82 of the Private and Special 
Laws of 1891, relating to the supplying 
of the city of Auburn with pure water. 

(The rules were suspended and the 
bill given its two several readings.) 

1\11'. Descot"aux, from the committee 
on labor, reported "ought to pass" on 
bill, An Act to repeal Section 12 of 
Chnpter 128 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to intention to defraud in 
lumbering operations and commonly 
known as the peonage law. 

(Tabled l}y 1\11'. Dutton of Bingham 
pending acceptance, and especially as­
signed for Thursday, March 22.) 

:Mr. Emerson, from the committee on 
public utilities, reported "ought to 
pass" on bill, An Act to amend the 
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charter of the Central Maine Power roads may be required to build addi-
Company. tional branch tracks. 

(The rules were suspended and the Senate 281. An Act to change the 
bill given its two several readings.) date of the annual meeting of the 

The reports were accepted and the Farmington Village Corporation. 
several bills and resolves ordered Senate 282. An Act to amend Sec-
printed under the joint rules. tion 139 of Chapter 16 of the Revised 

1\1r. Descoteaux, from the committee Statutes relating to the annual appro­
on labor, reported "ought not to pass" priation for the encouragement of in­
on bill, An Act to amend Section 8 of dustrial education. 
Chrrpter 350 of the Public Laws of 1915, Senate 285. An Act to amend Sec­
entitled ",\.n Act relative to the hours tion 14 of Chaptcr 16, Revised Statutes, 
of employment of women rrnd minors." 1916, to provide for the approval of 

Mr. Garcelon, from the committee on plans for the reconstruction of re­
legrrl affairs, on bill, A.n Act to pro- modeling of school buildings. 
vide for a police commission and for Senate 284. An Act to amend Sec­
the appointment and terms of members tian 146 of Chapter 16 of the Revised 
of the police force of the city of Au- Statutes, relating to the annual appro­
burn, reported that the same ought not pl'iation for the support of normal and 
to pass as subject mattcr is covered in, training schools. 
another bill. Senate 285. An Act to amend Sec-

The reports were accepted. tion 118 of Chapter 16 of the Revised 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be­
forc the House bill, An Act to amend 
Scction 60, Chapter 8 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the Maine Fores­
try District. Came from the Senate, 
where it was presented by unanimous 
consent, this morning, and comes down 
for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. 
chanic Falls, the 
pend ed, and the bill 
order. 

Purington of 1\le­
rules were sus­
considered out of 

On further motion by the same gen­
tleman, the House voted to concur 
with the Senate in referring the bilI to 
the committee on State lands and for-
est preservation. 

Passed to Be Engrossed. 
Senate 179. An Act to amend Sec­

tion 125, Chapter 53, Revised Statutes, 
relating to special insurance brokers. 

Senate 277. An Act to amend Chap­
ter 195 of the Private and Special 
Laws of 1913 entitled "An Act to au­
thorize the Bangor Railway and Elec­
tric Company to take water from 
Chemo lake and its tributaries." 

Senate 278. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 30 of Chapter 56 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916 so that existing 
branch tracks may be used by parties 
other than those for whom they were 
originally built and also so that rail-

Statutes, rehlting to the annual ap­
propriation for schooling of children in 
unorganized townships. 

Senate 279. Resolve for the ap­
pointment of delegates to the confer­
ences of the National Tax Association. 

Senate 280. Resolve in favor of the 
"'Iaine State prison for maintenance 
and current expenses. 

House 301. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 25 of Chapter 30 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to inspector of 
buildings. 

House ~17. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 24 of Chapter 5 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916, relating to the regis­
tration of voters. 

House 218. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 19 of Chapter 5 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916, relating to the regis­
tration of voters. 

House 279. An Act to supply the 
town of Bucksport with water. 

House 290. An Act to authorize Ox­
ford Electric Company to extend 
electric lines to and within the 
town of Hebron and to purchase the 
electrical equipment and franchises of 
Trustees of Hebron Academy. 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: I have an 
amendment to offer to House Bill No. 
~90, and I move its adoption. 
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The SPEAKlcU The Chair will read 
the amendnwnt. 

"Amelldment A. Amend House Bill 
290, entillerl 'An Act to authorize Ox­
ford Electnc Ccmpany to extend its 
electrical lines to and within the tovvn 
Hebron and to purchase the electrical 
equipment and franchises of 'l'rustees 
(.f Hebron Academy' by adding there­
to the following words to be ){nUWll as 
Section Five: 

'It shall be unlawful for said corpor­
ation to transmit electric current for 
sale or use beyond the limits of this 
State, and to Cl r.tract with any person, 
firm or corporation for the transmis­
sion or sale of any electrical currea t 
beyond the limits of this State; and 
said corporation shall not be permitted 
to acqnlre in any manner the fran­
chises of, or c(,IlE'olidate with or trans­
fer or lease its property, rights and 
franchises to any other corporation, 
firm or person now transmitting or 
hetving the right to transmit electric 
power beY0nd the confines of the State, 
without express authority of the Legis­
lature.' ,; 

Mr. EATON of Rumford: Mr. Speak­
er, I move you that this amendment be 
tabled. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire of the gentle­
man from Portland (Mr. Baxter) 
through the Chair, what is the source 
of power of this Oxford Electric ~om­
pany? 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I am 
not familiar with the charter of the 
Oxford Eleetric Company. My only ob­
ject in offering that amendment was, 
as I stated some time ago, that I be­
lieved that when these varIoUS electric 
companies now doing business in the 
state came to this Legislature for pow­
Eers and for amendments to their chart­
ers, it would be for the interest of the 
State to attach this amendment, which 
does not interfere with their rights in 
any way so long as they do business 
within the State of Maine. It simply 
says that they shall not contract with 
pny company which has the right to 
take power out of the State of Maine. 
r do not want the members of this 

House to feel tlmt I am in any way ob­
structin;; tlle rights of any electric 
comjxmy, out if we are going to insist 
UpOll the estal>lished principle that 
electric ('ompanies nlust conIine their 
(J)JeratiOlls to the State of Maine, it 
":cems perfectly reasonable, that, no 
matter how small an amendment may 
be asked for, we should attach this 
clause to each chart8r. There is a bill 
before thie He.use, introduced by the 
gentloman from Eliot, Mr. Cole, which 
enUrely ch~nges the la,-v in regard to 
taking current outside the State of 
:Maine. If this House in its wisdom 
should see fIt to adopt this proposed 
law, it would be only just for us to give 
to these individual corporations the 
right to take electric current out of the 
State of M'line; but until we do change 

.our policy I thinl{ we should insist upon 
this amendment being put on these var­
ious charters. If thi5 proposed law 
passes, I will be the first one to rise 
here and propose a law which gives to 
every corporat:on in the State the 
right to take electric power out of the 
State. so that there shall be no dis­
crimination. I eto, howeyer, want to 
state my position on this proposed law. 
I shall opnose it. I shall oppose any 
change in the present policy of the 
State of Maine in regard to transmit­
ting e1ectric cl.lrrent beyond the con~· 

fines of this State. Until such time, 
however, as the State policy is changed, 
r want to do nIl r can to maintain that 
policy, and want to assure you again 
that I am not asking for anythi'1g un­
re8sonnble. and that I simply believe it 
is consistent for us to attach this 
amendment to each charter as it comes 
before us. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would 
call the attentio!: of the House to Rule 
36, which the Chair will read: "No 
motion or proposition on a subject dif­
ferent than that under consideration 
shall be admitted under ColOr of an 
amendment." The bill before us pro­
vides that the Oxford Electric Com­
pany may purchase the rights and fran­
chises and poles of a company now do­
ing business within the town of He­
bron. To the Chair, the amendment 
seems not germane to the bill, and the 
Chair rules it out of order. 
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Mr. BAXTER: ::\lr. Speaker, I should 
like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Houltell, Mr. Barnes, if he would en­
llghten us in rcgaru to thi.:3 qnestion. 
Lecau,.;e if I am in error, I shall be only 
too gbd to correLt myself. 

The SPEAKF:n: The only question 
before the House is on the rUl1ng of the 
Spea!(er. If an appeal is to be taken, 
the discussion will ha\"e to be on that. 

Mr. BAXTEH: Mr.. Spealu;r, I hes­
itate very much to take an appeal from 
the ruling of the Chair, because I had 
hoped that we woulll get through this 
~ession without being obliged to do 
that; but I do think that I shall be 
obliged to 'So appe,ll. This is an amend­
ment. Is it in order, Mr. Speaker, for 
me to continue my remarks? I do not 
,\~ant to transgress in any 'vay. 

Mr DAHNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Sp('al{er, is there any motion before 
the Hous'2? 

The SPEAKER: There is no motion 
before the House. 

:;VIr. BAXTER: The Speaker asked 
if I took exceptions to his ruling. As 
I understand it, it is in order for me 
to explain my position. 

The -SPEAKER: Does the gentle­
man appeal from the ruling of the 
Chair? 

Mr. BAXTFlR: I am about to ap­
peal from the ruling of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER: Then the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Baxter, is in 
order. 

Mr. BAXTER: As I understand it, 
it is in order for me to explain why 
I appeal from the ruling of the Chair. 
This House Document No. 290, gen­
tlemen, is an act to authorize the 
Oxford Electric Company to extend its 
electrical lines into a certain town. 
That being the case, and this being 
a public service corporation, it seems 
to me perfectly in order for me to 
offer an amendment. The amendment 
does not differ in any way from the 
amendment which I have offered to 
half a dozen different electrical com-

panies' franchises. I cannot make any 
di~tiEction in my own minu between 
this franchise and that of so,me other 
companies except the fact that this 
is a smallel' company, doubtless. It 
does not serve as 111uny com,munities; 
but the situation so far as I know 
1s identical. Now I ask through the 
Chair tIle gentleman from Houlton, 
:\11'. B8.rnes, if he would explain 
whether or not there is any difference. 
I am willing to be convinced; I want 
to be convinced ;f I am wrong in any 
way; and it seems to me only fair and 
just that I should be enlightened, and 
that the membel"s of this House should 
be enlightened, if there is any reason 
why my proposed amendment is unjust 
or unfair. I think it would be unjust 
and unfail' if this amendment should 
not be adopted, if this situation should 
not be explained, because what be­
comes of those companies which have 
already accepted this amendment? 
The Milo Electric Company has ac­
cepted it and the bill has been signed 
by the Governor. The Knox County 
Light & Power Co. has already ac­
cepted this amendment to its charter. 
'Yhy should not the Oxford Electric 
Company? It is true that this fran­
chise authorizes this company to take 
over some electrical properties belong­
ing to Hebron Academy. That does 
not make any difference in my mind, 
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
House, it is simply putting this 
amendment on to this franchise just 
as has been done in every other case. 
There is a bill on the table here, an 
amendment to the Western Maine 
Power Company's franchise, which 
simply attaches this same amendment 
to it. That is coming before the House 
today, and it seems to me, gentlemen, 
that now is the time for us to take 
sides on this question. If the ruling 
of the Speaker is sustained, I see no 
reason why in the few days to come 
he may not apply that same ruling to 
every other proposed amendment that 
I, or any other member, may offer in 
regard to transmitting electric power 
out of the State. I assure yOU, gentle­
men, it is not pleasant for me to ap­
peal from the ruling of the Chair. If 
there was any other way that I could 
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accomplish it, I assure you I would Korway, and its plant is on an outlet of 
adopt that other method but, under Pennessewassee Lake, the outlet being a 
the circumstances, I feel that I would tributary of the Little Androscoggin river 
not be doing my duty to those who which fiows into the Androscoggin river. 
sent me here, and to the principles It is a little stream that is in a state of 
which I advocate, if I did not appeal nature, not even floatable to logs. It ha~ 
frc.m the ruling of the Chair. a tiny pond. It runs many months of the 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes year on coal. It was owned at one time 
to state that this discussion is on the entirely by Augusta capital, and I am 

not informed as to whether it is now or ruling of the point of order, the point 
of . order being that the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Port­
land (Mi'. Baxter) is not germane to 
the bill which we are considering. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speakei', 
I realize that in taldng part in the argu­
ment which is now before us, a man 
stands as good a chance of being damneu 
as of being one of the tentacles of the 
octopus; but I happen to know something 
of the situation of the towns of Norway 
Paris and Hebron, I further appreciate 
the fact that so long as my pOlicies are 

not, but my impression is that it is still 
sO owned. It has never been a paying 
proposition. It runs an electric road of a 
mile and three-Cjuarters in length and 
supplies electricity to some industries 
and domestic users in the towns of Nor­
way and Paris. In the adjoining town 
of Hebron, there is the old Hebron Acaa­
emy, the sanatorium and the cemetery. 
That's about all there is to Hebron. 
Xow Hebron Academy has her little 
plant, poles, wires and fixtures, a~d He·· 
bron Academy now has an opportunity 
to sell those poles, wires and fixtures to 

my policies, they are very harmless; but the Norvvay and Paris Street nailway, as 
when it becomes imminent that my poli· it used to be called-now the Oxford 
cies may become the policies of the State Electric -Company. Unless the towns of 
of Maine, it is well for us to look into Paris and Norway are tlurned to the 
them before we adopt them. I further ground, and the domestic users and pow­
took the position in my remarks prefa- er purchasers of Xorway and Paris are 
tory to the ruling of the Speaker that all dissipated, the Oxford Electric Com­
since there are almost countless little cor· pany will never have any fllpctricit.y " .. 
porations generating more or less elec- ship out of the State of Maine. Now the 
tricity and under varying and differing ruling of the Speaker is on the propos i­
conditions in the State of Maine, that. tion that Amendment A or B or C or X 
as a matter of fact and justice and fair- or Y or Z, whichever one it is, shall be 
ness, each should be considered upon itB considered not germane to the bill. The 
own circumstances and merits and I fur- bill provides that the Oxford ElectrIc 
ther make the statement and proposition Company is authorized to purchase, an') 
that before anybody dictates a policy to that the trustees of Hebron Academy are 
the State of Maine, he should have suffi- authorized to sell, the poles, rights anrl. 
ciently digested the facts concerning any franchises of the Hebron Electric Com­
proper charter which he wishes to amend pany; the location of poles, wires and fix­
so as to know, whether it exists on the tures of said Hebron Academy are con­
face of the earth, whether it Is steam or firmed and made valid; and the trustee~ 
water, and whether· its entire product are authorized to sell under the provi­
under the laws of nature is now being sions of Chapter 205 of the Private and 
used up. The framing of the policy of Special Laws of the year 1903, which pur­
the State of Maine relative to the gen- chase shall be subject to the approval or 
erating of electricity is a very taxing the Public Utilities Commission, as pro­
proposition. The generating and sale of vided in Section 3 thereof. It is a vlo­
electricity in Maine covers a very broad lent stretch of reason or the imagination 
field. Now what are the facts in this to see how the amendment which has 
.particular case? The Oxford Electric: been read to us is germane to this bill. 
Company Is chartered to generate and and I hope the ruling of the Speaker 
sell electricity in the towns of Paris and will be sustained. 
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Mr. FARRl~GTOl'\ of Augusta: Mr. the contract that they entered into. 
Speak<er, it has been really a surprise There is not the least danger of their 
to me, as these various amendments transmitting any power out of the 
have come in and have been adopted on State I understand the gentleman 
different bills, that there has not been from Bangor (lvlr. Baxter) has modified 
:lny ljuel'tion raised before today. 1 am his original amendment in some cases, 
not at all interested in this bill and do Dnd I can see no particular reason wily 
not know anything about it; but I feel it ShO\.lld not be in this case. I hope 
that it is only fair to me to say that 1 the ruling of tho Chair \vi1l be susutin .. 
believe the Speaker's ruling should be cd. "\Ye ,lre simvly carrying out a con­
!"Llstained here. There arE' any number tract entered into-a contract I drew 
of preccdents in the Xational Congress myself; >;imllly changcd it at the re­
to this end. Rllle 36 that has been cited queiclt of the Hebron people. 
'would seem to cover it in itself; but in 
the Natiollal Cc,ngrcss this matter has Mr. GL.:RKEY of POl'tland: Mr. 
come IIp repeatEdly. An an example, a Speaker, olle of the most important 
llilt was passed in the "'aUollal Con- questions that confronts the State of 
gress giYing the right of ,,'ay to a cHaine is whether or not a limitation 
railroad company; and there 'was an such as is found in Chapter 56, forbid­
~,Jttempt to place upon it an amend- ding public service corporations from 
ment that the Governmcllt should lYe (ransmitting electricity out of the 
unahle to buy that road, and it ',vas State is constitutional or not. There 
ruled that the amendment was not are decisions in other states that such 
germane. As I have said, it SN'm'l a restriction upon the right of com­
strange that this point has not been merce is unconstitutional. ,Ve have thE'­
raised before. I shalt feel obliged to law in Maine. as I have said. fornjd­
support the ruling of the Chair in this (ling the tr:'nsmitting, without special 
matter. permission, of any electricity outside 

the limHs of this State. It is appre-
Mr. PURI:\,GTOK of Mechanic Falls: hended that that particular section of 

Mr. Speaker, this situation as de- Ollr statute is unconstitutional. Mr. Bax­
scribed in that bill I am quite familiar ter has attempted to introduce a policy 
"Titl!. ~~he gentlema:r.. f!'onl Houlton for the henefit of the entire State to 
(Mr. Barnes) was not quite correct in limit each charter when it comes be­
his statem0nt. The uxrord Electric :fore this body asking for ~n amendment 
Company, under an act of the last ,-to limit each charter by special 
legislature, was allowed to buy thG '!menoment so that it shalJ no longer 
franchise and propertv of the Mechan- haH' the right, eyen if that law be de­
ic Falls Company and it assumed all its ciared unconsEtutional, to send elec­
cOI,tracts and there is no dang'er of tricity out of the State. The point is 
their selling any power. The only precisely that the courts will 
power that th<,y own is developed from Fay in the future to any cor­
a power about a mile from my village poration that may ask the power, 
and from thE power in Xorway spoken although our I,,,v is unconstitutional, 
of hy Mr. Barnes. They haye no pow- you have, by amendment which the 
er to conyev out of the State. Xow the Legislature after due deliberation has 
Mechanic Falls corporation did not feel adopted, you have agreed so far as 
ablE> to build its line and extend its your ri,,'hts go, that you will not trans­
wires to Hehron; so the Trustees of mit electricity without the limits of 
Hebron Academy wanted light so much the State. It was t"stifled before the 
that they build their own line and judici,31'Y committee the other day that 
e'll1ipm£'nt nnd leasr,d power from the th£' StAte of Maine has a lflrger horse­
Mechanic Falls Compnny. They haw' power potpntially for the rleyelopment 
now becomE> tireo of that. It is a bur- of 0lectricity than any other state in 
dC'n on them and they cannot take care the Union. that l)y the use of less than 
of the wires so easily as the Oxforrl hnlf of what we nre capable of de­
Rlectric Company, and they are simp Iv yeloping we can light every house, 
cnrrying out with the Hebron people heat eyery home and turn over every .. 
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mill in the St;,te of Maine. Our wild Electric Co. shall be authorized to take 
h11H1s have all bone f1'on1 us; this is 
practically the last thing we llaye, and 
it is a hel'itage that this State and 
this Legisluture lTIU.st guard very je~l1-
oUflly. 

l\ow to come down to the immediate 
qnestion, ~\'ntlemen, the ruling of the 
Chair is, I L'nl~E'l ~tand, that thi::i amend­
ment is not gerfD:Jne Lo the particular 
qupsiion inyolyed. 

vVe tell fE',:,1 a hesitancy aLout takin:;' 
uny step tho. t rr;ight be interl)reted as 
c1i;-:;cGUrt8E,y toy,7(lrds our Spe::1ker; but 
I do l'lot thinl'\. ihnt that is the neces­
sary interpretation that must be giv­
en to tIle thing. It is a question wheth­
('r or not '''0 are hig 811011;:,;h olJrselYes 
to attempt tempor"rily to wipe that 
1'"le off thE' boch:~-tempor<lrily to sus­
pend it in the fitee of "n exigency that 
W<' m'lY l'egrd all of our liYes. 

Now what would happen if we al­
lowed this corporation to have this 
right to transmit electricity outside the 
St3ie and our general statute was ulti­
mateiy found to be unconstitutional? 
Other corporations will immediately 
transmit their power, it is within the 
range of possibility, to that particular 
central station and over their lines 
sE'nd the power outside of the State of 
]\I"i n e in un lim ted q uan tities. 

I submit it is not an act of dis­
courtesy to our Speaker, but a ques­
tion of whether or not we are big 
enough tempor"rily to suspend that 
rnle and sust"in the point th"t we will 
control our own electricity until it is 
d('termined definitely whether this law 
on our statute books is sufficient for 
the purpose. 

Mr. vVILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Apeaker, I think if any gentleman will 
read this proposed bill he cannot help 
agreeing with the ruling of the Chair. 
The bill itself simply provides that 
this Oxford Electric Company shall 
have the right to purchase property 
now within the limits of the town of 
Hebron, and if any man, in this body 
or any where else, can explain to me 
how a bill confined to the purchase of 
property in the town of Hebron allows 
the transmission of electricity outside 
the State, I would like to have it done 
right now. If you read the bill care­
fully, it simply says that the Oxford 

ov(-r the electrical appliances now in 
the town of Hebron ar,d operate them 
in the town of Hebron. How are you 
going to ll1ake it any stronger? \Vhy 
c](,esn't thnt satisfy tho gentleman 
il'om Fortlnnd? 

It does not seem to me that we are 
he1'o to amend tile charter of the Ox­
ford Electric Co. on another matter. 
The only matter for consideration, es­
pecially uncleI' the ruling or the Chair, 
is whether the Oxford Electric Co. 
shall be allowed to do business within 
tho town of Hebron; that is, whether 
they shall be allowed to do legally just 
what they have been doing for some 
time. 

j\ s the gentleman from Mechanic 
Falls has said, this is a situation with 
which he is especially familiar, and I 
happen to be a member of the COlll­

n-,ittee before which this bill was heard, 
and there was no opposition to it. No 
one appeared at that hearing to sug­
gest that any amendment such as is 
now offered be attached to that bill; 
and it was then stated, and it has 
never been contradicted anywhere that 
I know of, that the only purpose of 
this bill was to, relieve the trustees of 
Hebron Academy from the expense of 
rebuilding a pole line from Mechanic 
F'alls to the academy. It was stated 
that this line was put in several years 
ago by the academy trustees for the 
purpose of furnishing light to the 
buildings there, that now the poles of 
the town have decayed and they need 
replacement, and the trustees do not 
feel able to do it. It is simply a ques­
tion, gentlemen, whether you want this 
academy, one of the oldest, most re­
putable schools in the State of Maine, 
to have a favorable opportunity to 
furnish light for the students to work 
with. If you do, I submit you should 
support the ruling of the Speaker. If 
you do not, vote the other way. 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: I believe 
it is in order for a member to speak 
twice and not more than twice on the 
same question. If it were a question 
merely of the Oxford Electric Co. 
transmitting electric current outside 
the State of Maine, I should not of­
fer this proposed amendment, but the 
vital part of this amendment is this, 



LEGISLATIVE rrECOnD~nOUSE, J\IAHCH 14, 1917 5G5 

that the Oxford Eleeb'ie Co. shall not The SPEAKETI: The Chair regards the 
at any time in 1he future consolidate pOint of order as well tal,cn. The quee-
01' unite or eontl'0.ct \vith any other tion is on the ruling, and tho ruling \vas 
COll1pany; that is, the right to trans- that the alnenc1n1ent ullder consideratioll 
Init electric Cllrl'ent beyond the COl1- is not gern1ane to the subject of the LLI. 
fines of this State is tbe gbt of tbis 
arnenchncnt. 

l""onc of us bclieve that the Oxfonl 
Electl'ic Co. ibeli will ever do this, but 
to ~how you what the plan is and 
what is in 1he ail' 1 want to review 
House Document Xo. 254, which is an 
act 10 amend the charter of the Ccn-

::'\Ir. BAXTER: lVlr. Speaker, P:ll'thFl 
me On8 moment. The gentlc111un froIn 
Mechanic Falls, ::\11'. Purington, tolel us 
about the Oxford Electric CumDany, a::, 
did also the gentleman from IT oul ton, 
Mr. Barnes, and I simply want to SilOW 

why I feel that this company is in the 
tral J\laine Power Co. Same situation as the other companie~, 

Xow the Central Maine Power Company even though it is a small company, and 
controls the situation in the heart of this if you will allow me two minutes more 
State and covers a territory from 200 to I will finish, unless you are going to rule 
300 miles north and south, and perhaps very strictly on the question. 
half or two-thirds of that east and west. 
Now at the hearing last week before tte The SPEAKER: Tbe gentleman from 
judiciary committee on the gentleman Portland is granted two minutes. 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton's bill, I asked 
the vice-president of the Central Maine Mr. BAXTER: The Central Maine 
Power Company what his policy was to- Power Company wants to purchase tbe 
ward transmitting electricity out o'f the Bath and Brunswick Light and Power 
State, and he was very frank in his an- Company, the Penobscot Bay Electric 
swer. He said he believed it would be Company, the Waldoboro 'Vater and 
for the interests of the State to construct Electric Company, the Hartland Electric 
a trunk line, an electric trunk line, run- Light and Power Company, the Union 
ning right across the State of Maine, into Light and Power Company, the Newport 
which all the powers would feed as they Light and Power Company and the Wis­
came down along and met the line, anel casset Electric Light Company. 

then to take the surplus current to Con- Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. Speak­
necticut. I do not know Just why he er, I rise to a point of order. If the gen­
used Connecticut, but anywhere out of tleman wishes to discuss the Oxford Elec­
the State. tric Light Company I do not object. If 

Now what would be the situation if he wishes to discuss the Central Maine 
this little Oxford Electric Company was Power Company I do object. 
On that line? That one company with th" 
proposed amendmen~ that I offer might The SPEAKER: The Chair grants the 
block that whole scheme, and that is gentleman two minutes. 
what I want to do. You can never tell 
how small a matter will upset such a 
big plan. 

N ow the Central Maine Power Compa­
ny comes to us here with this proposed 
amendment to its charter, which, by the 
way, I do not oppose in any way if they 
will accept the amendment whiCh I sug­
gest. It permits the Central Maine to 
purchase the following companies~-

Mr. WILSON of Portland: I rise to a 
point of order. The gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Baxter, is not discussing the 
matter under consideration. 

Mr. BAXTER: I hope he will take 
out the time of the interruption. (Ap­
plause.) 

Now, gentlemen, here is this little com­
pany; it amount to very little when you 
consider the whole situation in Maine, 
but that little company might block the 
scheme and plan of the great big Cen­
tral Maine Power Company if It ever 
wanted to pass through that section of 
the State and take power out of the State. 
That is why I proposed this amendment 
to this small, apparently Insignificant 
franchise. 
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The gentleman from Houlton, Mr. 
Barnes referred to this as my policy, and 
not th~ policy of the State of Maine. It 
is not my policy; I am not crowding this 
policy on the State of Maine, but I simply 
offer it to the members of this Legisla­
ture hoping that they in their judgment 
will look at the question as I do. I do 
not pretend to have any greater light 
or any more information than the other 
members of this House, but I simply 
ICresent it to you, and I want you to un­
derstand it, and I know if you under­
stand it you will act upon it intelligently. 
I want the -issu~ clear. This is not an 
issue between the Chair and myself in 
any way at all. The question is simply 
whether this amendment to this little 
franchise is germane to the question bo­
fore the House. 

Mr. BARXES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, just one word more lest we be con­
fused. Lawyers are supposed to know 
a bit more about what the words in a 
charter mean than those who have not 
made a study of the law. That the 
Speaker's ruling is correct and that the 
motion of the gentleman from Portlanj 
is not germane to the subject is plain to 
a real lawyer; for so surely as I can read 
and interpret the acts of the statutes of 
Maine incorporating the Oxford Electric 
Company and its two constituents, the 
Paris and Norway Street Railway Com­
panies, so surely do we know that by 
their charter rights they are limited to 
an area that does not approach the con­
fines of the State. 

lf this were in a town lying against 
the State lines and they had a right to 
go to the State lines, the motion would 
be germane, but it lies there inside 
Oxford county, far from the State line. 
Defore this company, or its successors, 
can ship a particle of electricity over 
the boundary, they must come to a 
future legislature and get the right 
to lay their poles over other townships. 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak­
er, I do not want to take but a moment, 
but it does not seem fair to me to 
force this issue on the appeal from the 
ruling of the Chair, that is to force 
the issue on the question of carrying 
electricity in or out of the State of 
Maine. I, personally, would rather 
vote upon the issue directly than vote 
upon the issue as presented here. As 
I understand it, in cases of this kind 
in our Congress, it is customary in 
many cases to take c1ifferen t action, and 
T move that the appeal lie on the table, 
which is really sustaining the Chair 
in its ruling. 

Mr. RED:'.TAN of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, as I understand the question, 
it is 'whether or not this alnendment is 
gel'mane. That is the precise question. 
I do not "'an t to take exceptions to 
the ruling of the Chair; I would rather 
that this matter would not come up 
in this particular form, but it seems to 
me that if you grant this corporation 
the right to set up poles and put up 
wires, that right may subsequently be­
C0111e a unit in a comvlete system vvhich 
would carry our power outside the 
State of Maine. To be sure, this corpor­
ation itself could not carry that power 
outside the State of Maine, but if you 
give them this extension of their char­
ter right-if you allow them to set up 
poles with wires on those poles to ex­
tend their system-it seems to me that 
that at least has a possibility of sub­
sequently becoming a part of a unit 
in a system which would transmit cur­
rent outside the State of Maine. It 
seems to me that, in that respect look­
ing at it from that point of view, the 
position taken by the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Baxter) is correct, and 
that the amendment is germane. 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak­
er, I move you the appeal lie on the 
table. 

Mr. NEWCOMB of Scarboro: Mr. 
Speaker, I want to second Mr. Allan's 

I hope a little later to be able to agree motion, and in saying that, I want to 
with my brother from Portland when say also that I do not want to vote not 
the policy of Maine demands some ham- to sustain the Speaker in his position 
pering of a corporation in its charter and I do not want to vote so that my 
rights, but J realize that this is not constituents will say, "Newcomb, you 
the time and that this little corpora- left a hole for the electricity to go out 
tion does not need this amendment. I of the State of Maine." . I hope Mr. 
sincerely hope that the ruling of the Allan's motion will prevail. (Ap-
Chair will be upheld by the House. plause.) 
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Mr. MERRILL of Gray: Mr. Speaker, land that inasmuch that the Chair has 
those are my sentiments exactly, and, ruled that the amendment is not ger­
furthermore. if we are dependent en- mane he cannot very well receive it 
tirely upon the town of Houlton for at the table. 
advice. of course we shall have to de­
pend on it. 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I an1 not going to speak a third 
tinle. I sinlply ·want to say that as 
I interpret the rules of parliamentary 
lavv \vhen a I)oint of order is raised, it 
is not amenclable; it is debatable if 
the Speaker allows it, but it cannot be 
laid upon the table. 

TIle SPEAKER: The Chair was about 
to l11:lke thrrt ::::taterncnt. 

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker.I was 
auout to ~ay, ill yie,v of the feeling 
here to\\,<11'd8 the 8118:1ke1', un(1 in vie\v 
of the f:i'i81Hlly relations of the 111en1-
bel'S and myself and the Speaker. that 
I (10 not insist upon this point of or­
der. I ajJ]l1'eciate the suggestion which 
the gentleman from Portland. Mr. AI· 
Ian. made. which was seconded by the 
gentIenlan frol11 Scarboro and the gen~ 
t1e111an frol11 Gray, and I \vithdraw D1Y 
apIleal from the decision of the Chair 
in the interests of harlTIOny and good 
feeling. and we can take up this mat­
ter some other time when the issue 
shall be clearly defined. (Applause). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would in­
quire of the gentleman from Portland, 
if he \yill \vith(lra"\\T his al11endlnent? 

Mr. BAXTER: I move it be laid upon 
the table. Perhaps that would be the 
better form. Mr. Slleaker.-Iay it upon 
the tahl~ pending its third reading and 
passage to be engrossed. 

Mr. RAXTER: Very well, Mr. Speak­
er. I withdraw the amendment. 

The bill was then given its third 
reading and passed to be engrossed. 

House 235. An Act to amend Section 
14 of Chapter 58 of the Revised Stat­
utes. relating to tile extension of char­
ters of ~treet railroads. 

House 183. An Act relating to Vassal­
boro. China & ,Yindsor Light & Pow­
er Co. (Tabled on motion by Mr. Buz­
zell of Belfast pending its third read­
ing.) 

HOll'''' 139. An Act authorizing Fort 
Kent Electric Co .• its succcssors and 
assi.?'ns, to erect and maintain a d:lm 
across ,Vallagrass stream in "Val1a­
grass Plantation. Aroostook county. at 
its pow('r station as now located on 
said ,Vallagrass stream. (Tabled on mo­
tion by 1\1r. Baxter of Portland, pend­
ing it" thIrd reading.) 

House 517: Ale Act amending Chap­
ter 121 or the Privat.e and Special Laws 
of 1915 establishing a closed time on 
1011,;t(1's in Machias bay and adjacent 
""vaters in th2 county of "Vashington. 

House 518. An Act to amend Section 
74 of Chapter 4[· of the Revised Stat­
utes 'Jf 1916. r('lating to fishing for 
smelts in ,Vest Bay and ,Vest Bay 
Streal'll in the town of Gouldshoro. 
Hancock county. 

House 521. An Act authorizing the 
American Healty Co. to erect and 
mailltail' piers and booms in the St. 

The 
tion? 

SPEAKER: Pending its 
John rin'r in the plantation of St. 

adop- .Tolln and the plantation of St. "B'rancis. 

Mr. BAXTER: I move the amend-
1110nt be laid upon the table. 

House 531. A n Act to provide for elec­
tric Jights on the streets of tbe Indian 
village s;tuate c·n Old Town Indian Is­
land 1\0. 1 in tIle Re:cen'ation of th:; 

The SPEAKER: The amendment has Penobscot Tribe of Indians. 
not been adopte rl yet. The g"ntleman House 5:,2. An Act to provir]e a com­
can present the amenclment and move mall on Old Town Indian Island No.1 
it be ta hIed for ]lrinting. within tLe Incian Reservation of the 

Mr. llAXTER: would that Penobscot Tribe of Indians. 

n10tion, -:\11', Speake1', Hou3e 533. An Act for the relief of 
memhers of Passflmaquoddy Trihe of 

The RPEAKER: TIlP Chair would Indians fc,und dE'stitute beyond tribal 
suggest to the gentlelnan fronl Port- reservations. 



568 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, J\IAIWH 14, 1917 

Honse 215. An Act to amend Sec­
tion 157 of Chapter 53 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1916 in relation to the pay­
ment of premiums on official bonds. 

Mr. Brewster of Portland offered 
House Amendment A as follmvs and 
moyed its adoption: 

"Section 157, Any court or officer 
whose duty it is to pass npon the ac­
count of any person or corporation re­
quired by law to give a bond, may, 
,vheneycr such person or corporation 
has giYen any such surety company as 
surety upon said bond, allow in the 
settlement of such account a reason­
able sum for the expense of procuring 
s11ch surety. The premium on account 
of all official bonds re'luired by law to 
be given by county officials, shall be 
paid from the treasuries of their sev-
eral counties." 

The amendment was adopted. 

An Act to amend Section 48 of 
Chapter 56 of the Reyised Statutes, re­
lating to inspection of railroads. 

An Act to 2.mend Section 34 of Chap­
ter 68 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to specLlI administrators. 

An Act to amend Section 27 of Chap­
ter 9 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to l'(·turns by railroad companies for 
vurposes of t8.xation. 

An Act requiring the placing 
,varning '::'igns at grade crossings. 

of 

An Act to amend Section 76 of Chap­
ter 10 of the Revised Statutes, reiat­
ing to the inspection of secondary 
schools. 

_".n Act to ani end Section 34 of Chap­
ter 24 of the Re\'ised Statutes relating 
to high-way cro~f;ings of railroads. 

An Act to authorize the town or 
Richmond to aC'luire the property of 

thl'rd Richmond ,Vater ,Yorks and to con-
The bill was then given its of "",eel' 

reading and passed to be engrossed as Htruct and maintain a system ",," 
amended by Honse Amendment A. ,yorks within said town. 

House 355. Resolve reimbursing 
Samuel N. Packard for the loss of two 
cattlc. 

An Act to amend Section 39 of 
Chapter 30 of the Reyised Statutes, 
relating to the inspection of safeguards 
and repairs by town o1t1cers or fire en-
gineers. 

House 53·1. ResolYe in favor of An Act to extend the charter of 
teachers' school and hospital on Indian Bluehill 'Vater Co. 

the 

Island, Old Town, Maine. 
An Act to revive dnd extend the 

Mr. ,Vasllburn of Perry offered charter of the Penobscot Bay ,Vater 
House Amendment A as follows and Co. 

moved its adoption: An Act additional to Chapter 32 of 
"Amend said resolve by striking out the PriYctte and Special Laws of 1903. 

all of the same and substituting the1'e- entitled "An Act to Incorporato:e the 
for the following: Gardiner ,Va tel' District." 

'l1esolycd, that there be and hereby 
is apvrcpriatcd the sum of $2425 for 
the revah' and furnishing of the build­
ing" known as the Teachers' Old Home 
en Old Town Island No.1, said sum 
to be exvendcd under the direction of 
the tC2.chcrs on said island." 

The am2ndment was adovted. 

Tile resolve was then given its sec­
ond reading 'lnd vas sed to be engross­
ed as amended. 

Passed to Be Enacted 

An Act "dditional to Chapter 7 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to the 
purity of elections. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap­
ter 177 of thlO Private and Special Laws 
nf 1897 , relating to the taking of smelts 
in the Saco rin'r. 

A n Act to authorize the National 
CamVR ,,-nd Hotel Co. to construct and 
maintain a wharf in Sebago lake. 

An Act to Ipgalize the doings of the 
Fairfielcl Center cemetery association. 

An Act to annex certain islands in An Act to change the name of Marsh 
Casco Lay to the county of Sagadahoc island. 
and the town of Phippsburg. An Act to repeal Chapter 276 of the 

An Act to extc'nd the charter of the Private and Special Laws of 1911, relat-
Androscoggin Valley Railroad Co. ing to the construction of public build-
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ing's on public grounlls by the city of 
Portland. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
,Yaldo Street Railway Company. 

An Act to provide for physical con­
nection and certain auxiliary service 
between steam railroads and electric 
railroa ds 

An Act to oxten,1 the charter of the 
Lincoln Sewerage Company. 

An Act to amend Chapter 8 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1887 and 
to set off cel'tain real estate of Theo­
dore 11. amI Acldie S. B. \Yeston from 
the Madison Village Corporation. 

Resolv(', in favor of the Bath Mili­
tary and "'aval Orphan Asylum, for 
maintenance and other purposes, for the 
years 1917 and 1918, 

Resolve, in favor of the several state 

Orders of the Day 

On motion by Mr. ,Vilson of Port-
1.2nd, unanimous consent was given, 
and that gentleman presented under 
suspension of the rules the following 
order and moves its paC'lsage: 

Ordered: That 500 extra copies of 
HellS"" Document No. 364, New Draft, 
he printed, one-half of said number to 
be delivered to the banking depart­
ment for distribution. 

The orcler l'eccivecl a passage. 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
order that was passed two weeks ago, 
the matters on the calendar of today 
tll8.t are tablecl will be taken up in the 
Ol'der in which they appear. 

normal schools and the Madawaska '1'he SPEAKER: The Chair lays be­
Training School for the construction fore the Iiousc, Senate Doc. No. 150, 
of llew iJulldings and for perman"nt ,\ n Xct relating to the Clark Power 
repairs and improvements. Co., tahled hy the gentleman from 

Hesolve, providing for a commission Portland, :\11'. Baxter, pending its third 
to investigate the advisability of Inak- reading. 
ing ilnproven1ents in Portland harbor. 

Resolve in favor of the board of 
dental Gxanlillc'rs, for equipn1ent, print­
ing and pORtage, 

Resolve, appropriating money for ex­
penses of the electoral college. 

Resolve, proposing an an1enc1tnent to 
the Constitution of the State of Maine 
relative to the tenure of the office of 
sheriff. 

(On D1otion by ='\1r, Farrington of 
Augusta, tabled until tOl110rrO\V, ~Iarch 

15). 

An Act to enable the town of Presque 
Isle to as;-:;U111e the ohligations of the 
Presque Isle Village Fire Department 
;lri:-;~ng out of a contract ,,~ith the 
Presque Isle ,Yater Company. 

1\11'. BAXTER of Portland: 1\11'. 
Speaker, in yicw of the discussion 
which \Ye have had this morning on 
this general question, I think it might 
be hetter for us to postpone the con­
si,leratioll or this 1>ill for a day or two. 
I think that the members of the House 
will want an opportunity of thinking 
over this question, and although I was 
planning to offc'r an amendment to this 
chart?r, if' the Chair will allow and the 
memhers of the House agree, I ask that 
this be tabled for a clay or two so that 
W2 can take it up later aiter we have 
(jigcsted what has happened here this 
morning', Con~e(llH:ntly, I moye it be 
laid upall the table, ::\11'. Speaker. 

The SPK\KEH: 'Will the gentle-
The SPEAKER: This act carries the nWl1 a~sign any special day for it? 

en1E~rgency clause and \'lill require a 
t\vo-thirds vote. As Inany as are in 
fa VOl' of t11e passage of this act will 
rise and stand until you are counted. 

A division being had, 

One hun(1red an(1 eighteen 
voted in th e affirrna ti ve. 

having 

The bill was passed to be enacted, 

1\11'. BA);:TEH: I should prefer not 
to lln1e8s it is necessary. Of course it 
will not ])e taken up on any day, under 
the gentlemen's agreement, unless 
('very body is here, and if nothing is 
done in the meantime, it will be taken 
up in the regular order next ,Vednes­
clay. 
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The question being on the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Bax­
ter, to table the bill pending its third 
reading, 

The motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House Senate report of the 
committee on public utilities, report­
ing "ought to pass" on Senate Docu­
ment No. 218, entitled "An Act to en­
Im'ge the powers of the ,Yestern l\Iaine 
Power Co.," tabled by the gentleman 
froIn .A ug'nsta, 1\11'. Gannott, pending 
,wceptance of the 1'(;port in concur­
rence. 

Oll motion b,' l\Ir. Gannett of ~\u­
gllsta, the repOl't \\'as accepted in con­
currence, and on further motion by the 
SUlne gcnilernan, the bill ,,'as giYen its 
t\VO seYcl'al rC:ldings, an<l on further 
~ot:on b~i the same gentleman, Friday, 
1\larch 16, aS8ig'ned for the third read­
ing of the bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be­
fCl'e the House majority and minority 
r8ports of the committee on labor, ma­
jority reporting "ought not to pass" 
und minority reporting "ought to pass" 
on House Document 115, entitled "An 
Act to repeal Section 35 of Chapter 49, 
Hevised Statutes, relath'e to contract 
requiring notice of intention to quit 
work or discharge of employes," tabled 
pending acceptance of either report by 
the gentleman from Corinth, Mr. ::\10ri­
~on. 

l\II'. ::\IOllISO.:"J of Corinth: Mr. 
Speaker, House Bill No. 115, to which 
these reports apply or refer, is an act 
to repeal Section 35 of Chapter 49 of 
the [{eyised Statutes of 1916, relative 
to contract requiring notice of inten­
tion to quit work or discharge of em­
p]oyees. A similar hill was introduced 
in pr(->viou~ legislatlu'es, and in each 
ii, stance failed to pass, and at this ses­
sion, the committee on labor are cli­
vWed in their opinion and they hayo 
made two reports. 

The section which the bill seeks to 
repeal is short, and in order that the 
HOllse may understand the question, I 
will ask permission to read the sec­
tion. 

"r\.ny person, firlTI, or corporation 
engaged in any manufacturing or me­
chanical business, may contract with 
adult or minor employees to give one 
week's notice of intention on such em­
ployee's part, to quit such employment 
under a penalty of forfeiture of one 
week's wage,.,. In such case, the em­
ployer shall be l'equired to give a like 
notice of intention to discharge the 
employee; and on failure, shall pay to 
sllch employee, a sum equal to one 
week's wa,,;es. No such forfeiture 
sball be in force when the leaving or 
(lisch'llg'C of the employee is for a rea­
sonable calise'. Provided, however, that 
the Ll'forcement of tile penalty afore­
said, shall net prevent either party 
fron1 l'ec:oYcring danlag'es for a bl'each 
GI the contract of hire." 

Xow. }{rlUse Bill 115, purposes to re­
fJ('~d that hn'l. The Dlajority report of 
~'(llH' committee on labor purposes to 
retain that law. Therefore, Mr. Speak­
er, 1 1110,'8 the acceptance of the ma­
jOl ity report. 

'1'hc SPEAKJ;~n: The gentleman 
from Corinth, 1\11'. ::\[ori80n, moves that 
the majority report "ought not to pass" 
be accepted. 

='[1'. DESCOTEAUX of Biddeford: 
::\Tr. SpeaJ<er, I have listened to what 
the gentleman has said just now about 
the committee bringing in a divided re­
port, and about this being up here 
three 01' four times. It is true that 
this is not a unanimous report of the 
committee, and once the bill was in­
definitely postponed while I was at 
home. 
~ow this bill s~eks to repeal the law 

which has been read by the last speak­
er and which says you may contraet. 
It is true that is the way the law 
reads, but if you ,go to any of these es­
tablishments that have this contract, 
you 11:1 YE' got to sign or you cannot get 
wol'ie So much for that part of it. 

It s~ys that no sllch forfeiture shall 
110 enforced when the leaving or dis­
charge of the employee is for a reason­
ablu cause, The worker has not got 
any reasonable excuse, no matter what 
happens, if the overseer or foreman for 
whom he is working on this contract 
says he hasn't. It is up to him wheth­
er he will accept any excuse or not. I 
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Jmuw of cases, at home principaliy, 
where this has been very much abused. 
There was a Jady that gave her notice 
:vtonday morning to get through Satur­
day night, and Wednesday night of 
that week the mill shut down for some 
r£ason or other, and lYlonday morning 
~he took her trunk to the depot, with 
the intention, of course, of going away. 
She went over to get her pay, and the 
overseer told her that she would have 
to work the other three days. ""hile 
that was a legal excuse, she worked 
her notice. She was not to blame be­
canse they shut down. 

I know a number of cases like that 
I know of two men who were arrested 
on a 8aturday night before election 
on Monday and who got thirty days in 
the eounty jail. 'Vhen their time was 
up, they went back there to work and 
they never got their week's pay. 
\Vasn't that a legal excuse? 

I eould stand here all day and tell 
you of cases where this law has been 
abused. I hope and I believe that the 
members of this House will vote in 
favor of the minority report "ought to 
pass," and I ask for the yeas and nays 
when the vote is taken. 

Mr. MORISOK of Corinth: MI'. 
Speaker, 1 yield to the gentleman from 
Dexter, MI'. Dearth. 

:\11'. DEARTH of Dexter: Mr. 
Speaker and gentle,men of the House, 

and 1 advised them to go back and 
give their notiee, and in nine cases 
out of ten, they have done it, and 
most of them have afterwards told me 
that that was the proper thing to do 
and they were glad that they had 
done it. That is, they acted manly 
with their employer, and after they got 
over this feeling, they were glad that 
they had done SQ 

Now, I cannot see any hardship 
here. There cannot be any question 
but what if a man wants to leave the 
employ of his employer, he can give 
that week's notice without any great 
inconvenience to him, and it is his 
duty to the man who employs him. 
The employer cannot discharge him 
without giving him that week's notice, 
and I feel that if the gentleman from 
Biddeford sits down and takes this 
question in to the inner sanctum sanc­
tori urn of his conscience and there 
considers the question, outside of pre­
judice, outside of any desire to get at 
the other fellow, that he must decide 
that the law as it is is fair and just 
to hoth parties. L,et's look at it in 
that light: let's apply the Golden Rule 
and nse the fellow that we work for 
in the same way as we would like 
to have the fellow that we work for 
use us. 1 hope that the motion to 
adopt the majority report of the com­
mittee will be carried. 

it does not seem to me that it is nec- ;\11'. MURPHY of Calais: Mr. Speak­
essary to discuss this question very er, the condition of labor ever has 
extensively. It seems to me that the and ever will be a matter of vital 
law as, it is is fail' and right, both interest to the world. SometiJlles just 
to the employer and the employee. and equitable conditions are found. 
It seems to me to be a question of Only too ofte!1, labol' is forced by cir­
applying the Golden Rule, "Do as you cumstances to accept conditions that 
would Iil{e to be done by." tend to sap their vitality, enervate 

Now in my experience, I haye had their minels and give rise to feelings 
oases such as the gentleman from that find manifestation in protest, and 
Biddeford has suggested. I have had at that time there is violence. 
employees come to me who for some 'The g;entleman from Dexter, Mr. 
excuse wanted to leave the employ- Dearth, thinks that the people ought 
ment of theil' employer and wanted to to give a weel,'s notice, hut I see no 
get their pay, and I asl{ed them if reason why they should. When peo­
they had worked or given their week's pIe who work for a living with their 
notice, and invariably they had not. hands and brains are hired by a cor­
i,VThen I invesitgated the cases by j)ol'atio!1, they al'e hired hy the day 
questioning them, they did not have a as a rule, and every night at six 
reasonable excuse; they had got piqued o'clock their time is up, and I see no 
at sc.me little thing or disappointed, j'('ason why they should be forced to 
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work longer against their wishes. I present, but if I had a chance to study it, 
hope, Mr. Speaker, that the motion of I might. But I do say right now that my 
the gentleman from Biddeford., IYrr. colleague, Mr. Descoteaux, has men­
Descoteaux, will prevail. tioned several instances-I know of none 

Mr. DESCOTEAUX of Biddeford: Mr. and you members mayor may not know 
Speaker, the labor committee had a of some-and I can see under this law 
hearing all this bill a few weeks ago aid where labor can be abused. If any law 
ti;ere were three men opposed to the is upon our statute books which may d·) 
bill. One was Mr. Norman 1<'ay who runs harm, it should be removed. I therefore 
a machine shop in Dexter. vVhile he was hope that the minority report will be ac­
opposed to the repeal of this law, he will cepted. 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the House is on' the motion of the gentle~ 
man from Corinth, Mr. Morison, that the 

not use this contract law. This law has 
been on the books for 30 years and today 
I do not believe there are three mills in 
the entire State that use it. Just think 
of it! These men are opposed to it and majority report "ought not to pass" be 
they come here year after year. They do accepted, and the gentleman from Bid­
not use it, and yet they do not want it deford, Mr. Descoteaux, has asked for 

repealed. Just imagine, gentlemen, when 
a man has to go to work and give a 
week's notice to get through! Look at it! 
If I have got a man working for me, 
there is nothing to prevent me from giv­
ing an excuse f()r discharging that man. 
I never heard of an employer that gave 
a week's pay to a man he let go yet. 
Down South, where conditions of labor 
are very poor, they have not got a law 
like this. I hope, Mr. Chairman, my 
motion prevails. 

Mr. MURRAY of Bangor: Mr. Speaker, 
I did not intend to speak on this f'" ltter. 
I am neither for labor ;lOr against it, but 
I take issue with my brother Dearth 
when he says this is a fair law. It is an 
unfair law. First, no matter what the 
circumstances are which "ause the labor­
ing man to leave his job, he has no re­
dress, and his employer keeps his money. 
That in itself is enough reason why 
that law should be repealed. 

Labor is ever complaining, sometimes 
justly and sometimes unjustly. I submit 
that many times the claims of labor ar0 
unjust, but I do submit that when a 
body of lawmakers make laws, they al­
ways manage to put some one little thing 
into the law which deprives the laborer 
of his rights. The corporation, and it 
appears so today, is weI! protected, aml 
the laborer, by reason ~f his lack of train­
ing, is not. 

I want to look at the law for something 
else that may be there, if the House will 
pardon me a minute. I see nothing at 

the yeas and nays. As many as are in 
favor of voting for the yeas and nays, 
will please rise. It takes one-fifth. 

A sufficient number having arisen, the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The clerk will call the 
roll. As many as are in favor of the mo­
tion of the gentleman from Corinth, Mr. 
Morison, that the majority report, "ought 
not to pass," be accepted, \vill say yes 
when their names are called; those op­
posed will answer no. 

YEA-Albert, Alden, Allan of Portland. 
Allen of Sanford, Ander,;on, Andrews of 
Norway, Andrews of Warren, Averill, 
Babb, Barnes, Baxter, Besse, Bowman of 
Detroit, Boynton, Brackett, Bragdon, 
Brewster, Brown, Buzzell, Cates, Chaplin 
of Bridgton, Chaplin of South Portland, 
Charles, Clark of Harrison, Clarke of 
Randolph, Clason, Clement, Clifford, Cof­
fin, Cole of Eliot, Cole of Etna, Conary, 
Crediford, Cummings, Cushman, Daigle 
of New Canada PI., Daigle of Wallagrass. 
Day, Dearth, Dow, Dunon. Eaton, Ellis 
of Gardiner, Ellis of York, Farrington, 
Fletcher, Flint, Gannett, Garcelon, Green­
law, Hanson, Hall, Hammond, Harris. 
Hart, Hill, Holbrook, Holley, Holt of 
Gouldsboro, Hooper, Howard, Hutchins. 
Jenkins, Jennings, Jordan of Baileyville, 
Jordan of Cumberland, Larrabee, Leavitt, 
Lenfest, Lewis, Libby, Longley, Lyford, 
McNally. Merrill, Morison, Newcomb. 
Nicholas, Packard of Newburg, Pattee, 
Pendexter, Phillips, Purington, Ranney, 
Redman, Richards, Russell, Snow of Mars 
Hill, Stearns, Stubbs, Tuttle, Wagg, 
Washburn, Watts, Williams, Wilson-96. 

NAY-Ames, Berry, Billings, Bolduc, 
Boman of Vinalhaven, Burbank, Bussa­
barger, Corliss, Descoteaux. Emerson, 
Fleming, Frost, Goldthwait, Grant, Gur­
ney. Harmon, Hartwell, Holt of Skowhe­
gan, Hunt, King, I(neeland, Knight, 
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Langley, Largay, La wrence, Levesque, 
Meserve, Morin, Murphy, l\1urray, Neilon, 
O'Connell, Packard of Rockland, Picher, 
Reed, Rounds, ROVlre, H.yder, Sawyer of 
Eden, Sawyer of Madison, Sisson, Snow 
of Bluehill, Stanley, Turner, Watson, 
Welch-46. 

ABSENT-Driscoll, Drisko, Messer, 
Mutty, Powers, Speirs, Tate, Webb-So 

Ninety-six having voted in the affirm­
ative and 46 in the negative, the ma­
jority report "ou~ht not to pass" waB 
accepted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays Defore 
the House Senate Document No. 122, An 
Act to amend Section 75 of Chapter 16 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to the pay_ 
ment of tuition by towns not maintaining 
standard schools of secondary grade, 
tabled by the gentleman from Houlton 
Mr. Barnes, pending its third reading. ' 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
the bill was given its third reading and 
passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before 
the House majority and minority repurt" The SPEAKER: The Chair lays Defore 
of the committee on taxation; majority the House Senate Document No. 243, Re­
reporting "ought not to pass" and minor- solve relating to equestrian statue of 
ity reporting "ought to pass" on Senate Major General Oliver O. Howard and a 
Document 102 entitled "An Act to amend standing statue of Brevet Major General 
Section 26 and Section 27 of Chapter 9 uf Joshua L. Chamberlain at Gettysburg, 
the Revised Statutes, relating to State tabled by the gentleman from Waterville, 
taxation of railroads and telephone am~ Mr. Berry, pending its first reading. 

telegraph companies," taDled by the gen- On motion by Mr. Berry of Waterville 
tleman from Augusta, Mr. Farrington, the resolve was given its first reading, 
pending acceptance of the minority report and on further motion by the same gen­
in non-concurrence. tleman was laid 'on the table pending its 

On motion by Mr. Gurney of Portlan 1 second realling. 
the minority report was accepted in non­
concurrence, and on further mcti::n by th'3 The SPEAKER: The Chair will take 
same gentleman the rules were suspende(l this opportunity to say that it would re­
and the Dill giYen its two several read· gret it extremely if it were called upon 
ings. to call the attention of any individual 

D1enlber of the Hou~:e to certain elClllent-
Mr. BARXES of Houlton: Mr. Speak- ary requirements which forbid personali­

er, I wish to inquire whether this is th2 ties in debate. I spe'lk of this in justlce 
bill which the Senate passed or accepte 1 to one member of the House. The Chair 
the majority report on? 

The SPEAKER: The same thing. 
wishes to make itself clear in regard to 
the matter of rulin~ on an amendment. 
The Chair wishes it understOOd that It is 

accepte.1 simply a question of difference of judg­
ment. If the Chair rules that an amend­

The SPEAKER: ,Ve have now accepc- ment is not germane to the sub­
ed the minority report and have given ject, no matter what the subject 
it its first a~ second readings. of the bill may be or what the 

Mr. BARNES: "\\Te have no\\' 
the fl1inority report? 

Mr. BARNES: Can it he given iL< a.fYlendment may be, the ruling has 
readings when the House and Senate are nothing wh'ttever to do with the point 

of view of the Chair or the point of 
,iew of the member introducin.:;· the 

differing upon it? 

The SPRAKER: The House can assign amendmf>l1t as to the merits of the 
a time for it. 

On further motion by Mr. Gurney of 
Portland the rules were susj)ended and 
the bill was given its third rea(ling anO 
passed to be en)?rossecl. 

hill unaer discussion. It has nothing 
to do with the oj)inion of tilE' members 
nor with tt>e opinion of the occuj)ant 
of the Chair "8 to whether or not the 
hill itself is " good j'ill or a proper 
bill for the State of MainC'. It is sim-
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ply an opinion by the Chair that a par­
ticular amendrrlent does not belong to 
a particular bilL It is simply a difI'er­
ence of judgment, and in all cases the 
House is the body that decides wheth­
er it wishes a particular amendment 
to be incorporated into a particular 
bilL The Chair can only state n" 
opinion, and then it is for the House 
to decide whetLer or not the ruling is 
correct. The same thing has come up 
once before in the House, and to avoid 
a ruling on that point, the bill was sent 
back to the Senate. It is not a question 
of individual belief about the propo­
sition under discussion at all; it is 
simply a question of whether or not in 
the opinion of the Chair a particular 
amendment bE lcngs to a particular 
bilL The gf'ntlcman who proposes the 
amendment might have precisely the 
same view of the bill, believe precise­
ly the same and vote preciHely the 
same as the Cbair who ruled it out; I 
say that it mig-ht happen, and it is 
simply one of the duties of the Ch'lir 
to decide whether or not in its opinion 
a particuhu amendment is germane to 
the subject matter of the bilL It is, as 
I say, only ~ (iuestion of difference of 
opinicln and it bas nothing to do with 
the subject matter of the bill so far as 
belief whet1-ter or not the bill should 
become a Jq". is concerned, or whether 
the amendment should be " pnrt of' 
the j-dll 'lnil l)('come a law_ 

The SPEAKER; The Chair hys be­
fore the House, Senate report of com­
mittee on legal affairs, reportin,,' 
"ought to pass" on Senate DOf'um"nt 
249, entitled "An Act to authorize thf' 
-county of Oxford to remodel, enlarge 
and repair the registry of deeds build­
ing cf the Western Registry District 
-of said cOllnty," tabled by the gentle­
man from Rumford, Mr. Eaton, pend­
ing the acceptance of the report in 
If'O)lCUrrel1CE". 

On motion by Mr. Eaton of Rumford. 
the report wa,s accepted in concurrence, 
and on further rLotion by the same gen­
tleman, the rules Wf'r(, suspended and 
tbe bill gi,'en its two scyeral read­
jn~s. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be­
fore the House Senate report of the 
committee on 8.ppropriations and finan­
cial affairs, reporting "ought to pass" 
on Senate Document 256, entitled "Re­
solve in favor of certain private char­
itable and benevolent institutions for 
the care, suppcrt and education of in­
digent persons and for other purposes," 
tabled by the gEntleman from Portland, 
Mr. Anderson, pending second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Anderson of Port­
land, th~ resolv~ was re-tabled pend­
ing its second reading. 

The SPEAKER: 'rhe Chair lays be­
(ore the HOllse Senate Document No. 
271, Resolve in fa VOl' of the State hos­
pitals for mair.it'nance and other pur­
poses, tabled by the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Rounds, pending its pas­
sage to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, this will take quite a large 
sum of money. ,Ye heard, among other 
matters discussed here yesterday some­
thing about 111011E'Y to be appropriaterl 
frorn the State 'Treasury. and I took 
sorne pains after the renlal'ks made 
here yesterciay, to find out whether we 
had any money in the State Treasury 
or not. I find that we have not the 
1110ney in the State Treasury that was 
sUpposc(l to be there on the first of 
.January, 1!j17, even though it \vas her­
alded throughout this State in 1916 
that there Vilas so Jnuch 111011ey in the 
Treasury that our predecessors had left 
us. Therefore, having got this infor­
mation from th" Auditor, J want to en­
lighten the memhers of this House a 
little mite as to wh''l"e we stand on 
that subject 

The Auditor states that we have a 
pE'rmanent school fund of $482,720.54, 
the Penohscot Indian Flind of $88,092.44, 
the I'assamaquoilily Indian Fund of $90,-
297.66, the Houlton Academy Fund of 
$~,uOO, the Foxcroft Academy Fund of 
$1 000, the Hebron Academy Fund of 
n,OOO, the Ma(lawaska Territory School 
Fund of $;',000, the School District No. 
2, Madison, $1000, the Augusta State 
Hospital, Gilman Legacy. $1,000, the 
Augu,ta State Hospital. ,Yilliams 



Legacy, $1,000, State School for Girls 
Fund, $10,819.15, State School for Boys. 
Sanford Legacy, $700, Sanford Legacy 
for Deaf, Dumb and TIlind. $600. Jor­
dan Forestry Funrl, $1,000. or a total 
permanent fund of $6S6,2~B. 79. 

575 

Act to provir1e for a county law library 
at Rumford. in the county of Oxford, 
tabled by Mr. Stearns of Hiram, pend­
ing its third reading 

On motion by Mr. Stearns of Hiram, 
the bill was given its third reading 

I find that there is no su~h a fund alld passed to be engrossed. 
in existpllce. That fllllfl ,,'as \viped 
out; the Lor<l only ](110\V:-; ·when. all (1 
we have been told that we ha(l so much 
lnOItey on hanet Thpl'e is oy.e1' $fi~fi.22n 

dollars that cannot be found. 

1 accuse no 111an of any disiJonesty 
but 1 want to show the peopl,' of the 
State of Maine that we are not in as 
good a financial condition as we thought 
we 'were \vhen we CanlE"> to this Legis­
lature; and I want to say that we are 
appropriating a lot of monp;,; here for 
institutions, which I think is right. but 
we cannot get along' on the budg'et sys­
tem of five mills. asked ftlr by our 
Executive, if ,ve go on and appropriate 
this money. If we are to appropriate 
this money, we must have the money to 
spend. 'Ve have not the money. ancl 
\-ve are paying six pet' cf'nt .. gentleIllen, 
as I am informed by the Auditor. on 
the most of this pprmanent fund. which 
is a large perpcentage of in terest. 

The SPEAKEH: The Chair lays before 
the House House Document No. 478, Re­
solve in fa \'01' of an appropriation for 
necessary repairs on the State Armory 
at Portland, tabled by Mr. Barnes of 
Houlton pending its second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
the resolve was given its second reading 
and passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before 
the House House Document No. 479, He­
solve in favor of an appropriation to 
purchase steel locker" fer National Guar.l 
armories, tabled by the gentleman from 
Houlton, Mr. Barnes, pending its second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 

There is another fUIHl that it has the resolve was given its second reading 
been whispered around this Rtate House and passed to be engrossed. 
,ve were going to Inake a raid on, but 
it seems that our l~re({eeessors have 
made a raid on these other funds. There 
are $165,500 in that fund. Tha t is an 
automobile fund. That automobile 
fund is this way: in 1917, there is due 
from that fund $64,000; in 1918 there 
is due from that fund $79,000;' there­
fore, that fund is pretty nearly wiped 
out, though I am told that we are to 
approprhtte at this Legislature this 
spring money for son1e bridges up in 
the northern part of the State. There­
fore. I simply want to inform the mem­
bers before we go appropriating any 
more 1110ney tllat ,ve have got to raise 
the tax rate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before 
the House House report of committee 011 

hills in the third reading, on "Hesolve 
proposing an amendment to the Consti­
tution of the State of Maine empowering 
the Legislature to authorize towns to 
divide into yoting districts for purposes 
of holding elections," House Document 
No. 488, tabled by Mr. Anderson of Port­
land pending acceptance of the report. 

On motion by Mr. Anderson of Portlan,l 
the report was retabled. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before 
Mr. Speaker, with that explanation, 

I will muve that Resolve No. 271, tabled the House House Document 1",0. 499, "AI'l. 
by mp, be passed to be engrossed in Act relating to the May term of the su­

preme judicial court in the county of Ox­
ford," tabled by the gentleman from Mex­
ico, Mr. Hutchins, pending third reading. 

concurrence. 

The motion prevailed. 

Th" SPEAKER: The Chair lays before :;\Ir. Hutchins offered House Amend-
the House How,s Document No. 454, An ment A as follows: 
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"House Amendlnent A to _House Docu­
ment 499. 

"Amend House Document 499 by ~tri;,­

ing out all after the enacting clause and 
inserting the following: 

"'The May term of the supreme judi­
cial court within and for the county of 
Oxford shall be held at Rumford on the 

:VII'. CLASO;'\: Any time that it is 
agre('able to anybody in tbe hall. 

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon, 
House bill ~o. 502, with Amendments 
A 8.nd 13, was re-tabled and assigned 
for con:;ideration on tomorrow morn­
ing. 

second Tuesday in May of each year. Saitt The SPEAKER: 'l'he Chair lays be­
May term, however, shall be held with fore the House, reports A and B of 
the grand jury. The March term of saiel the committee on labor, report A, re­
court for said county is hereby abolished. ,:'orting "ought not to pass" and re­
The term of the supreme judicial court port H, reporting "ought to paos" on 
shall be held at Paris within anc1 for saLi bill, entitled "An Act relative to the 
county on the second Tuesday of Feb- hours of labor of conductors and mo­
ruary in each year. Said February term tormen," tabled by the gpntleman 
shall be held with the grand jury.' " from niddeford, Mr. Descoteaux, pend-

On motion by Mr. Hutchins. Amendment 
A was adopted, the bill had its third re_Hl­
ing and was passed to be engrossed as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before 

ing the acceptance of either report. 

Cn motion lJy Mr. Descoteaux of 
Biddeford, the reports were re-tabled 
and assigned for considpra tion on 
'Vednl'sday, March '21. 

the House House Amendments A and B The SPEAKEH: 'l'he Chair lay" be-
fore the House, report of the commit­

to House Document No. 502, entitle:l "Act tee on salaries and fees, reporting 
Act to provide for the registration of "ought not. to pass" on bill, An Act to 
resident hunters," tabled by the genUe- amend Section 1, Chapter 204 of the 
man from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, pending Public Laws of 1915, relating to the 

salaries of regist.ers of probate in Pis­
the adoption of Amendments A and B, cataquis county, tabled by the gen-
both of which are printed and in th,: tl,.,man from I'rownvil!e, Mr. Ryder, 
hands of the members. pending the accE'ptance of the report. 

Mr. CLASO.:-.! of Lisbon: :Mr. Speaker, On motion by Mr. Ryder of Brown-
last Friday when I introduced these two ville the bill was recommitted to the 
an1(Jldments the gentleman fr01TI Hope. committee on sa1aries and fees. 

Mr. Grant, inquired of me when it should 
be taken from the table. I told him it The f:,PEAKER: The Chair lays be­
would be taken from the table any time fore the Hou8e, House report of com­
that was satisfactory to every member mittee on salaries and fees, reporting 
present. In the course of the discussion "ought not to PriER" on bill. An Act to 
it was found that it would come up any- "mend Section 1 of Chapter 141 of the 
way today. Now if by any reason any- Public Laws of 1915, entitled "An Act 
one here does not wish to bave these to equalize the salaries of registers of 
amendments come up today, I should be (leeds," tabled by the gentleman from 
glad to table them to some time satis- Portland. lVrr_ Rounds. pending the ae­
factory to all. I believe it is something ~eptanee I)f the report. 

worthy of the consideration of all. If On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port.­
there is no objection I would be glad to lellld. tbe report nf the committee was 
take them up at this time. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: -Would 
the gentleman from Lisbon. Mr. Cla­
son, care to take those up tomorrow? 

<t('cepted. 

The SPE.\KER: '1'he Chair lays be­

fore the House, House report of com-



LEGISLATIVE nECOHD-HOC;';E, ::IlAI~CH 14, 1917 577 

mittel' on salaries and fees, reporting 
"ought not to pass" on bill, An Act to 
"mend Pal'agrq'h 15, Section 45, Chap­
ter 117 of the Revised Statutes, rela­
ti,'e to clerk hlre in the office of regis­
ter of dRCd,; in \Yaldo connty, tabled 
hy th(' :;'entleman from Portland, :\It,. 
H.ounds, VE'nding accE'vtancf' of the 
report. 

On motion by Mr. Buzzell of Belfast, 
the report of the committee was re­
tahled and esp(>cially assigned for con­
><ideration on tomorrow morning, 

On motion by Mr. Brewster of Port­
land, 

AdjOlll"n('cl until 9.30 o'clock tomorrow 
111orning. 


