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SENATE.

Tuesday, March 30, 1915.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer by Rev. Henry . Dunnack
of Augusta.

Journal of
and approved.
Papers from the House disposed of
concurrence,

previous session read

in

The PRESIDENT: The Chair wish«
es to state to the Senate before busi-
ness commences that this being the
last week of Legislature, and that w-=
hope to adjourn on ¥Kriday at the far-
thest, there are a great many mat-
ters going through both Houses, and
we intend to be in session today botn
morning and afternoon, at least, so
that matters coming to either one of
the Houses can be sent back antl
forth. The delay in the Legislature
at this time will be in regard to the
engrossing, and the quicker we can
get matters into the hands of the en-
grossing clerk the earlier we can fin-
ish our business.

There should he no difficulty about

second reading. Second reading
should go through under suspension
of the rules. To assist in reading

proof, so as to dispose of the second
and third readings and hasten mat-
ters, the clerks of the committees on
second and third readings will be in
attendance in the office of the Secre-

tary of the Senate and the office of
the Clerk of the House.

If vou will bear in mind not ‘o
table matters or allow them to be
tabled, but to dispose of them ai

once, and what is to go on let it go
on at once. T hope you will all be at
vour posts so that nothing will go by
that ought not to go by.

From the House: An Act additional
to Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1913, relating to fish-
ing in Violett Brook, in Van Buren, in
the county of Aroostook, above Ham-
mond’s Mill.

In the Housc this bill was amended
by House Amendment A and passed
to be engroszed as amended.
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The Senate adopted House Amend-
ment A in concurrence and passed the
Hill to bhe engrossed as amended in
concurrence.

House Bills in First Reading.

«Under suspension of the rules
these bills were given their two read-
ings and were passed to be en-
erossed.)

House An Act additional to
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 206 of the
I'ublic L.aws of 1913, relating to fish-
ing in Great Brook and in Dixon
Brook, in York county.

House 922. An Act to authorize the
Norway and Paris Street Railway to
purchase or lease the property and
franchises of the Mechanic Falls
Klectric I.ight Company.

House 927. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 29 of Chapter 93 of the Revised
Statutes relating to mechanics’ liens
on buildings.

House 928. An Act to authorize the
Maine Water Company to take water
from certain lakes in Washington
county.

House 929.
town of Eden to own, maintain
operate an electric lighting plant.

Bills in First Reading.

(Under suspension of the rules
these bills and resolves were given
their second reading and were passed
to be engrossed.)

Senate 440. An Act for the better
protection of children and to amend
Chapter 61 of the Revised Statutes of
1903 and Chapter 123 of the Publie
Laws of 1905, as amended by Chapter
43 of the Public Laws of 1907, and
Chapter 109 of the DIublic Lawg of
1909.

Senate 441. An Act to amend Sec-
tion one of Chapter 93 of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 169, Public Laws of 1913, relating
to the registration of chattel mort-
gages.

Senate 442. An Act to incorporate
the Hartland Water District.

Senate 444. Resolve to provide for
the payment of telephone service for
members during the present session
of the Legislature.

Senate 445. Resolve

926,

An Act to authorize the
and

appropriating



1156

money for the purchase of filing cases
for the offices of the Secretary and
President of the Senate.

" Senate 446. Resolve in favor of
the official reporter of the Senate.

Mr., SWIFT of Kennebec: Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to pre-
sent out of order report of the com-
mittee on railroads and expresses, on
An Act to provide for the reorganiza-
tion or consolidation of the railroad
companies constituting the Boston and
Maine Railroad system.

The report was received and on fur-
ther motion by the same Senator the
rules were suspended, and the bill was
given its two readings and was pass-
ed to he engrossed, without reference
to a committee, and sent down for
concurrence.

Mr., SWIFT of Kennebec: Mr. IPresi-
dent, I again ask the indulgence of the
Senate to introduce a resolve out of
order, and in explanation 1 wish to
say that vesterday afternoon Mr.
James Smith, an old time resident of
Augusta, came to me asking if there

was not some way in which State
aid—he only receives $2 per month,
might be increased. 1 accordingly

went with him to the pension depart-
ment, and the pension agent after
noting his condition and his circum-
stances expressed the opinion that
possibly an act should have been pass-
ed granting him a State pension at this
session.  Acting upon this suggestion
1 had drawn this resolve and ask un-
animous consent to introduce it, grant-
ing to him a State pension of §$10
per month. He is now 72 years of
age with a wife dependent upon Lim
for support. He lives in a rented
house, paying $10 a month, and his
only income igs a United States pension
of $24 per quarter and State aid of $2
per month.

For yvears he has suffered from
shaking palsy and for five years he
has been unahle to feed himself. 1le
was present in the State House yes-

terday afternoon and I know that
many members met him. If there is
any disposition on the part of any

members to oppose this resclve 1 wish
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they might mcet Mr. Smith and note
hig condition. 1 have no desire to
take up the time of the Senate but
I wish to say further that if there is
anywhere a man or group of men
who command my respect, and
whom I believe should receive favor-
able consideration at our hands, it is
those who are left of the noble band
of men that comprise the Grand Army
of the Republic. I move that the re-
solve be received.

The motion was agreed to, and on
further motion hy the same Senator
the resolve was given its two readings
and passed to he engrossed and sgent
down for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.

M. Bovnton from the commitiee on
appropriations and financial affairs,
on Reselve in favor of €. R. Tupper

for services in formulating bills for
the committee on salariecs and feecs,
reported same ought to pass.

(The report was accepted, and under
suspension of the rules the resclve
was given itg two readings and was
passed to bhe engrossed.)

Mr. Peacock from the same com-
mittee, on ltesolve in favor of the
Commissioner of Pharmacy, reported
same ought to pass.

(The report was accepted, and un-
der suspension of the rules the resolve
was given itg two readings and was
rassed to be engrossed.)

Mr. Cole from the committee on ju-
diciary, on An Act amendatory of and
additional to Chapter 129 of the Public
Laws of 1913, entitled “An Act to
create a Public Utilities Commission,
and prescribing the duties and powers
thereof, and to amend certain pro-
visions of the Revised Statutes and
of the Public Laws of the State of
Maine relating to public utilities, re-
ported same in a new draft under the
same title, and that it ought to pass.

(The report was accepted, and under
suspension of the rules the resolve
was given its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.;

Mr. Swift from the comimittee on
railroads and expresses on An Act
to amend Section 32 of Chapter 129 of
the Tublic Laws of 1913, relating to
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leased lines of railroad companies, re-
ported same ought not to pass.

Mr. Cole from the committee on re-
visions of the statutes, on Resolve to
provide for a revision of the laws re-
lating te banks and banking, reported
that legislation thereon is inexpedient.

The reports were accepted and sent
down for concurrence.

I'ronm the Heuse: 1esolve in favor of
Arthur . Smith, Secretary of the
committee on State school for bosys
~and industrial school for wirls.

In the House this resolve was given
its several readings and passed to be
engrogsced under suspension of  the
rules.

In the Senate the bill wus given its
several readines and passed to be en-
grogsed in concurrence, ander —sus-
of the rules.

From the House: An Act to amend
Chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes au-
thorizing the land agent to lease camp
sites on lands belonging to the State,
and repealing certain  obsolete por-
tions of said statute.

In the FHouse this bill was given its
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed under the suspension of the
rules.

In the Senale the bill was given its
several readings and passed to be
engrossed, under the suspension of
the rules, in conzurrence.

Passed to Be Engrossed

House 67Y. Resolve appropriating
money to improve a certain  road
through the property of the school for
feeble minded. (House Amendment A
adopted in concurrence.)

Hecuse 837, An Act relating to the
scaling of round timber and marking
the contents of same.

Hcuse 843, Resolve providing a
State pension for Mary J. D. Arkett.

House 849. An Act to provide fer
publicity respecting membership of
mercantile partnerships aand for the
identification of individual merchants
in certain cases.

House $51. Resolve appropriating
money for the restacking and arrang-
ing of the Maine Stiate Library.
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House 866, An Act to create a com-
mission to act in conjunction with the
State Armory Commission.

House 867: An Act to amend Section
1 of Chapter 48 of the Revised Stat-
utes as amended by Chapter 12 of
the Laws of 1909, relative to the em-
ployment of clerks by the bank comi-
migsioner.

House S$86: Act relating to abolish-
ment of grade crossings of railroads.

House 8)7: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 13 of Chapter 67 of the Revised
Statutes relating to the return of
commissioners of partition appointed
by probate courts.

House 893: An Act to amend Chap-
ter 39 of the Public Laws of 1911, as
amended by Chapter 26 of the Public
T.aws of 1915, relating to the weekly
payment of wages.

House 902: An Act authorizing Mou-
sam Water Company to increase its
capital stock and to contract with the
city of Biddeford for hydrant service.

House 803: An Act to amend Sec-
tlon 4 of Chapter 73 of the Revised
Statutes relating to notices upon
petitions for sale of real estate.

House 904: An Act to amend sec-
tion 3% of Chapter 101 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the authority of
hail commissioners.

House 9030 An Aot to amend Section
2 of Chapter 183 of the Revised Statutes
authorizing clerks of courts to
ter the caths requirved by law.

TTouse 906: An Act to amend Rection T
of Chapter 66 of the Reviged Statutes,

1g to Proofs of Wills.

House 207: An Act to Confer Jurisdic-
tion in Equity upon the Probate Courts.

TTouse 905: An Act to amend Section 32
of Chanter 69 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to DPetitions for Adoption of
Children by Non-residents.

House 909: An Act to Provide for the
Binding of Original Papers Filed in Pro-
hate Courts.

House 9100 An Act to amend Section 9
of Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Transcripts of Examinations

adminis-

or Testimony Taken in the Probate
Courts.
House 911: An Act to amend Chapter 1

of the Tublic Laws of 1907, providing for
notice to Registers of Probate of the
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names of Corporate Surety <Companies
qualified to do business in the State.

Flouse 912: An Act to Provide for the
Record in the Registry of Deeds of No-
tices Waiving Testamentary Provisions
for Hushand or Wife.

House 913: An Act relative to the Em-
ployment of Minors.

House 919: An Act to Divide the Town
of Kennebunkport and Incorporate the
Town of North Kennebunkport.

Senate 312: An Act to amend Section 9
of Chapter 284 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1909, entitled “An Act to incor-
porate the Hiram Water, Light and Pow-
er Company’, and extending and enlarg-
ing the rights and powers of said com-
pany.

Senate 437: Resolve reimbursing C. W,
Dutton for certain expenses incurred in
his capacity as clerk to the committee
on mercantile affairs and insurance.

Senate 438: Resolve in favor of the
commission on the revision of forms and
pracedure in probate courts.

Senate 439: An Act to define county
lines in the waters of the State.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to amend Section 51 of Chapter
32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to Non-resident Hunting
Licenses.

An Act Establishing a Close Time on
Lobsters in the Towns of Cutler, Tres-
cott and Lubec, in Washington County.

An Act to Repeal Chapter 87 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1903, Relat-
ing to the Taking of Lobsters within
Three Miles of the Islands of Matinicus
and Criehaven .

An Act to amend Section 56 of Chap-
tetr 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, Relating to the Registra-
tion of Guides.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chapter
32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, Prohibiting Fishing in Belgrade
Stream, in the County of Kennebec.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913, relat-
ing to Fishing in Shagg, Abbot and Lit-
tie Concord Ponds and Their Tributaries,
in Oxford County.
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An Act to amend Section 2
32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1912, relating to Fishing in Carrabassett
River and its tributaries, above the
Bridge at Bigelow.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chapter
123 of the Private and Special Laws of
1907, entitled, ““An Act to Incorporate the
Carrabhassett Dam Company.

An Act additional to Chapter Thir-
ty-two of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter Two Hundred Six
of the T’ublic Laws of Nineteen Hun-
dred Thirteen, prohibiting fishing in
Mud Pond, Mirror Lake, sometimes
called Parkis Pond, and their Tribu-
taries, and Bog Stream and its Tri-
butaries down as far as North Pond
Stream, in Franklin and Xennebec
Counties.

An Act to amend Section One of
Chapter Forty-four of the Public Laws
of Nineteen Hundred Seven, relating
to the ages between which persons
may be admitted to the Maine School
for Feeble Minded.

An Act to provide for safety appli-
ances upon cars running upon street
railways.

An Act to amend Section Five of
Chapter Two Hundred and Nine of the
Public Laws of Nineteen Hundred
Thirteen, relating to the time within
which dealers in securities must re-
new their registrations.

An Act to amend Section Four of
Chapter Four Hundred Eighty-one of
the Private and Spcial Laws of Nine-
teen Hundred One, entitled, “An Act
to incorporate the York Harbor Vil-
lage Corporation.” ’

An Act additional to Chapter Thir-
ty-two of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter Two Hundred Six
of the Public Laws of Nineteen Hun-
dred Thirteen, prohibiting fishing in
Booker Brook, in Levant, in the Coun-
ty of Penobscot.

An Act to incorporate the South
Berwick Sewer Company. (Tablel
temporarily on motion by Mr. Cole
of York, Subseguently, on motion by
the same Senator the bill was passed
to be enacted.)

An Act to amend Section Sixty-
three of Chapter Fifteen of the Re-

of Chapter
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vised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter Seventy three of the IPublic Laws
of Nineteen Hundred Seven, as fur-
ther amended by Chapters Sixty-two
and One Hundred Sixteen of the Pub-
lic Laws of Nineteen Hundred Nine,
and as further amended by Chapter
Fifty-seven of the Public Laws of
Nineteen Hundred Thirteen, relating
to the tuition of pupils in Second
schools,

An Act permitting the use of auto-
mobiles in the Town of Mount Desert.
" An Act to restore the jurisdiction in
Criminal Offenses to Trial Justices in
the Towns of Kittery and York.

An Act to amend Section Eight of
Chapter Three Hundred Twenty-five
of the Private and Special Laws of
Fighteen Hundred Ninety-seven, fix-
ing the salary of the Recorder of the
Municipal Court of Waterville.

Finally Passed

Resolve reimbursing Joseph J. Rob-
erts, an agent for the Society for th»
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, for
money expended and services render-
ed in the discharge of his duty.

Resolve in favor of relief of the
heirs of Revolutionary Soldiers.

Resolve for laying the Clounty taxes
for the Year XNineteen Hundred an<
Sixteen.

On motion by Mr. Emery of York, it
was

Oridered, The House concurring,
that the committee on appropriations
and financial affairs be directed to
make up the pay roll of the officers,
employes and chaplains of the Senate
and House in accordance with the
Laws of 1915, relating thereto and
that the said committee be directed
to make up the pay roll of the mem-
hers of the Senate and House in ac-
cordance with the law relating there-
to.

Sent down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Walker
erset, it was

Ordered, That the secretary of the
Senate prepare and cause to be print-
ed under his supervision and direc-
tion three hundred copies of the Jour-

of Som-

nal of the proceedings of the present
session.

From the House: An Act providing
for the destruction of dogtish and
other members of the shark family.

In the House this bill was given
its several readings and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules

In the Senate the rules were sus-
pended on motion by Mr. Allen of
Kennebec, and the bill was given its
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed. (House Amendment A adopt-
ed In concurrence.)

From the House: An Act to enlarge
the duties of the medical examiners.

In the House this act was given its
several readings and passed to be
engressed under suspension of the
rules.

In the Senate the rules were sus-
pended and the bill was given its sev-
eral readings and was passed to be
engrogsed in concurrence,

From the House: Senate 956: An Act
1o amend Section 17 of Chapter 71 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1891,
incorperating the city of Old Town.

In the Senate under suspension of
the rules, read and passed to be en-
grossced in concurrence.

TFrom the HHouse: House 943: An Act
to amend Chapter 7 of the Private
and Special Laws fo 1903, relating to
the Bar Harbor municipal court.

In the Senate read and passed to be
engrossed under suspension of the
rules, in concurrence.

From the House: House 95: An
Act to amend Chapter 42 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1911, relating to the ap-
pointment of guardians by consent.

In the Senate read and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules, in concurrence.

The conference committeec on the
disagreeing action of the two branches
on An Act to fix the salary of the
Governor, reported that the bill gught
to pass in a new draft.

The report was accepted, and under
suspension of the rules the bill was
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given its several readings and was
passed to be engrossed in concurrence,

Specially Assigned

The President laid before the Senate
House 735, An Act relative to the
granting of licenses by Municipal Of-
ficers of the City of Portland.

The question being on the adop-
tion of House Amendment “A” in
concurrence, on motion by Mr, Murphy
of Cumberland, the amendment was
rejected in non-concurrence, and the
bill was passed to be engrossed in
nen-concurrence, and sent down for
concurrence.

The President laid before the Sen-
ate House 895, An Act to amend Sec-
tions 17 and 20 of Chap. 41 of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended, relating
to the measurement of lobsters.

The question being on concurrence
with the House in the adoption of
House amendment “A” (Senate 436),
Mr. Price of Sagadahoc moved that
the Senate non-concur with the Hous=.

Mr. PEACOCK of Washington: Mr.
President, as Chairmam of the Sea
and Shore Fisheries Committee, T
signed a majority report that this act
ought not to pass, but am ready to
endorse report B if amendment ‘A”
is accepted, and I think this needs
some explanation,

The present law makes it legal to
take or catch all lobsters above ten
and a half inches long. The bill be-
fore you, as amended, makes it legal
to catch or take lobsters from ten to
thirteen inches.

A hearing on this lobster question
was held February 18th on a bill in-
troduced by Mr. Goldthwait, making
it legal to catch lobsters down to nine
inches; and that a ring be put in the
head of each trap of three and one-
half inches in diameter, on the as-
sumption that the lobsters above thir-

teen inches could not get into the
trap, and therefore would not be
caught. This ring idea was aban-

doned, and shown it was not practi-
cal,

At this hearing, Prof. Herrick first
addressed the committee for about an
hour and a half on the scientific
method of conserving the lobster
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business. He recommended a double-
gauge law from nine to twelve inches,
advocating that the fishermen should
release all lobsters above twelve
inches. At the same hearing a very
large number of lobster fishermen ap-
peared protesting against any change
in the law at all, but at the same time
admitting the fact that as the Mas-
sachusetts law made it legal ‘o
handle lobsters as small as nine
inches, that practically 75 per cent. of
the lobsters from nine to ten and one-
half inches that were caught were
saved and sold to Boston dealers, in
direct violation of our State of Maine
law,

Now, the question bhefore the com-
mittee was, what was the best legis-
lation for the State of Maine, realiz-
ing that at least 3000 fishermen, and
that an industry that brings into the
State of Maine over $1,500,000 would
be effected by thig legislation.

With the present law the lobster
fishery business was gradually being
depleted. Something  should be done
to protect this industry or within the
next few years it would be practically
destroyed, and this was the question
that faced the committee. From what
information they could get we believa

that we should pass some law that
would conserve the large lobsters,
meaning by this the Ilarge lobsters

above thirteen inches, as it was shown
that the lobsters above thirteen
inches were the lobsters which we
had to depend on for breeding pur-
poses, as one lobster thirteen inches
in length would at least deliver three
times as much seed or spawn as one
101, inches long. Therefore, it looks
necessary that we should make some
arrangement that these seed bearing
lobsters should be conserved, both
female and male lobsters, and at the
same time protect the interests of the
fishermen, whom as we have stated
above number some 3000, and we did
not want to recommend any laws ef-
fecting their earnings.

After a lot of discussion four of the
committee signed the report under a
new draft recommending that a law
be passed making it legal to catcn
lobsters from nine to thirteen inches
long (or from 4% to 57% back meas-
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urement) which is the same thing as
nine to thirteen. Six of the commit-
tee signed a report, ought not to pass,
which would leave the law as it is at
present. Later amendment “A”  was
discussed which would make the law
from 10 to 13, and this was agreed to
by all the committee asg the bhest law
we could recommend, and our reasol
for advocating this is from investiga-
tion it was found that if we passed a
law that no lobsters above thirteen
inches was taken that the fisherme:n
would he compelled (o release or
throw back into the water about 15
per cent. of their catch in weight.
Now, in order not to curtail the f{ish-
ermen’s earning capacity something
should be done, therefore we recom-
mend that the minimum length Dbe
made 10 inches instead of 10%, and
from the best information we could
get the difference between ten and ten
and one-half is about 15 per cent. the
same amount we are asking them
release ahove thirteen inches. This
we figure would allow the fishermen
to earn the same money as hefore,
with this exception, that from all in-
formation we could get that all lob-

)

sters now caught under the presen”
law that is sold below 103  inches
they receive only 1014 per 1h.,  wwhich

is half the price of legal ones. Now
in making it legal to catch as small
as ten inches for the difference be-
tween 10 and 104 they would get full
price which last vear was 20c. per Ib.
Therefore, for this 15 per cent. of
their catch the difference between 10
and 101 they would get double their
money which would really increase
their earning capacity and at the
same time we believe that this law
would in a measure conserve the in-
dustry.

We realize that different sections
of the State are effected differently by
this law, from what we can gather
the lobsters in York county are very
much smaller than what they are in
Washington county and this condition
is largely brought about by York
county being closer to the state of
Massachusetts and therefore, find a
more ready market for the smaller
lobsters than Washington county
does, T don't claim that Washington
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county fishermen are more honest but
that they have not so good a market
for these small lobsters. This was
one of the hard things the committee

was up against to harmonize any
change in the law. Our fishermen in
Washington county claim that lob-

sters run a very much larger propor-
tion above thirteen inches than they
do in York county. York county
catches very few lobsters above thir-
teen inches therefore this law would
not work any hardship on York coun-
ty. A good many of our fishermen imn
Washington county believe that it
would be a hardship to them, but at
the same time for the whole business
along the whole coast we believe it 12
the best law we can recommend and
a step in the right direction to con-
serve the business.

The argument before the committes
vas that the present law was not be-
ing enforced, but that if it was being
enforced we would not see the de-
¢rease in the lohster business that we
During this session of the Legis-
[ature we have recommended hat
there will be passed a license law
whereby every fisherman will have o
Lave a license to operate his traps,
also all dealers and smackmen before

<.

tlhiey can get a license to carry lob-
STC will be compelled in addition to

a license to deposit a bond for $500.00
which will be forfeited if caught in
any way violating the law. We be-
lieve this will go a large way towar:d
having better inforcement, and if the
present law recommended be passed
and the enforcement we have made
arrangement for be put into effect not
only requiring a license law but also
appropriating money and install 2
fast power boat to assist the warden
to vizit the smacks and also fishermen

along the cost and giving the war-
dens more power to enforce the law
we believe we will have better en-

forcement in the next two years, and
we hope with the enforcement laws
we have passed this year and with
the adoption of this law that it will
demonstrate the business is Dbeing
conserved.

At a hearing held February 18th, A. R.
Nickerson, former State commissioner of'
fisheries, stated that without any doubt
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in his mind, if Prof. Herrick’s recommen-
dation should be accepted, that it would
improve the lobster industry of the State
of Maine, but it would work a hardship
on the fishermen for a few years. This
recommendation was on the basis of from
nine to 12 inches. Your committee, in or-
der to take care of the fishermen, have
recommended a law from 10 to 13 inches,
which we believe will go a long ways
towards conserving the industry. They
have also recommended that a commission
be appointed to meet Massachusetts and
other states which handle lobsters, with
an idea of making a uniform law and
that this law be placed under Federal
jurisdiction. 1f this can be done, we be-
lieve that it will harmoize all interests in
this business, and also conserve the in-
dustry. This commission is to report at
the next legislature, and we Dbelieve,
pending the report of this commission,
that we should accept the report of the
committee and its recommendations, as
they have thoroughly investigated this
and given it a lot of study the last month.
‘While we realize it does not meet with
the full approval of the lobster fisher-
man, or dealers, we believe that it is the
very best proposition that can be handled
at the present time, and we hope that the
Senate will accept the amendment and
the minority report of the committee.

Mr. SCAMMON of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, considerable has been said in regard
to this bill working a hardship upon the
fishermen. 1 think that investigation will
show that is not the case. Of course it is
a fact that anything which is brought
about to conserve interests of any kind,
especially in matters of this kind, may
work a slight hardship, and the cuestion
is are the hardships commensurate with
the results obtained.

I would like to go into the work of the
committee and bring out some of the
things that caused the committee to make
this report. There is not a doubt but this
industry is getting into a bad condition.
I think there were two or three fishermen
who appeared before the committee who
said there was a small increase in the
number of lobsters in their section, but
that was probably due to the small num-
ber engaged in the business, and where
the prices had been much higher for the
past few yvears.
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1 think the general testimony is from
everywhere, on our coast and other flsh-
ing sections that the lobster business is
getting to be in a bad condition. The
Government has taken hold to save this
once prosperous industry.

There are a great many conditions
which arise to destroy the lobsters.
Perhaps a great storm, and then other
fish and their own carnivorous habits,
and man I think is the most important
cause. If man has not brought about the
present conditions 1 hardly see how we
can explain some of the testimony before
the committee.

1 think this great scarcity has arisen
largely from the constant acquisition of
wealth in this country and the demand for
this dainty, which has brought about its
value, as a fond product. [ have no doubt
that the conditions of enforcement which
have been lax, and perhaps the obsolete
laws, have had a great deal to do with it.
In conversation with wardens and fisher-
men there seem to be three reasons as-
signed by them for the falling off. One
is the number of small lobsters used for
bait, and another is the influx of summer
visitors, who seem to demand the samll
lobsters, and third the illegal taking and
carrying away of the short lobsters by
Massachusetts boats, or smackers as they
are called.

Now it is a fact that the three thousand
fishermen along the shore of Maine have
been greatly blamed for taking short
lobsters and disposing of them. I say to
you if the three thousand fishermen, =
great many times take these short lob-
sters under stress of hardship and toil
and privation, and if they have got to
live they cannot be blamed for this. But
what should we say to the thousands of
people that come to our shores and de-
mand these short lobsters? They are
sportsmen, and teachers and ministers,
teachers of ethics in our schools and col-
leges, they come here and demand our
nine inch lobsters and it seems to me that
these people who stand for better things,
if they would take a right attitude it
would have a great deal to do with the
proper enforcement of the law.

I do not deny that the present amend-
ment may cause some slight hardship for
a short time. It would be impossible for
it to be otherwise. But I do not think
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the hardship will be commensurate with
its importance to the industry. We know
that from the large lobsters must come
the future supply.

There has been some demand for the
nine inch lobster to be made legal. The
time which is required for a nine inch
lobster to become a 10 and 105 inch and a
bearer of eggs is short. Tt is a critical
period. No man owning timber land that
increased the size of the trees fast, would
think of cutting off such timber. If they
did cut such timber in some cases the
Government would step in and stop it.
Nothing has been said about the Govern-
ment interfering in this business.

I would say that it is evidently the
fishermen that have bhrought this condi-
tion of affairs upon themselves and it is
up to them to do something to get it hack
to its former prosperous condition.

It seems to me that under our license
law, and with the swift motor boats that
will be arranged for, and with this
amendment that we shall have done «
great deal toward bringing this industry
back. I will say that hundreds appearel
before the committee. We had a num-
ber of executive sessions. All the com-
mittee have been invited freely to give all
the information they could, and to get all
the information possible from their
stituents.

T Dbelieve that if this amendment is
carried through it will be the solution for

con-

a great many years of a very difficult
problem.
Mr. COLE of York: Mr. President,

1 daislike very much to take any posi-
tion which would cause any hardship
to the fishermen of Maine. [ believe
they are willing to earn an honest liv-
ing if 2iven an opportunity. 1 believe
at the same time there is a tendency,
as 1 have said before in this Senate,
to so surround them with laws which
take away their rights of earning an
honest living that we make criminals
of them.

This lobster law is not a new one,
but has bheen before the people of
the State of Maine ever since 1848,
when we first began to legislate upon
this subject. We have had a close
time upon lobsters, we have had nine-
inch laws, and since 1895 ten and a
half inches has been the legal length.
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The ten and a half inch law was
amended in 1897 because of the ten-
dency of the fishermen or dealers to
“pull” the lobsters, pulling the tail
away from the body when the length
fell an half inch or so short, so that
it would reach ten and a half inches;
50 that the amendment of 1897 did
not change the length of the lobster,
but was simply an amendment against
the punlling of the lobsters. Even that
didn't stop it, and a few years ago it
hecame necessary to again change the
inw regarding the measurement, sim-
ply making it a body measurement in-
stead of from the end of the snout to

the end of the middle flipper of the
tail.

1f the State of Maine stood alone,
any law making any legal length
would be satisfactory to the people;

butl the State of Maine is in competi-

tion with other states, and the peo-
ple of the State are in competition
with the people of other states. [n the
section which 1 have the honor to
represent, the  fishermen of New
Hampshire and the fishermen of
Maine set their traps side by side in
the waters of Maine. 1If our fisher-

men throw away their nine inch loh-
sters, the fisherman from New Hamp-
shire catches them in his pots within
a day or two and takes them to New
Hampshire, where they are of legal
length.

Consequently an injustice is done
to the people of Maine, by penalizing
them and making it illegal for them
to catch a lobster which it is legal
for & New Hampshire man to catch in
the same waters, and which he does
catch in the same waters and takes
back to New Hampshire.

If our Maine men take these from
those waters, and the New Hampshire
men take them from the same waters,
fishing as they do side by side, and
the New Hampshire man goes back to
New Hampshire with his lobsters, he
sells them at the market price, be-
cause he has a right to have them in
his possession, while the Maine man,
who has gone out to dig at the same
time, having drawn his pots at the
same hour, and brought his lobsters
in, is obliged to sell his lobsters at a
great deal less, because he is dealing
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in illegal lobsters, and they know that
he is dealing in illegal lobsters, and
he has got to take the best price he
can get, and he is at the mercy of the
wholesalers. You can easily see how
that is. He cannot find a market in
his own state, and is obliged to sell

them for any price he can get for
them. The New Hampshire man
knows that he cannot sell them in

Maine, and that he can buy them at
almost any price in New Hampshire.

For that reason it seems to e that
the fishermen of the state are put to
a great disadvantage; and still some-
thins ought to be done, and while it
is necessary that something should he
done to conserve the lobster, if he is
ooing to exist many years in the fu-

ture, yet it seems to me that we
ought to conform to the laws of ther
states.

Now at the present time we are

shipping all of our lobsters out of the
state. There are few people in the
State of Maine ever get the taste of a
lobster who are natives and residents
of the State of Maine. Our summer
guests who have the price to pay buy
them and pay a dollar apiece f{or
broiled live lobsters and 7b cents
apiece for a lobster-stew; but the or-
dinary working man is unable to get
the taste of a lobster. The high-
bhrows and the silk-stockings of our
cities are getting the product of Maine
and paying a dollar aprece for broiled
lives, and the only man who can get a
lobster in the State of Maine is the
man who violates the law by buying
short lobsters, who is a mnative of
Maine and works for a day’s pay.

As many of them that live on the
coast hardly know the taste of a lob-
ster, perhaps a little description will
show the changzes that have come cver
the lobster industry to those who traf-
fic in them.

I was born and raised upon the tidal
waters of the Piscataqua, and as a
boy in my boyhood days I drifted
around on that river. As boys we
used to go into the shipyards, and get
the strands of tarred rope which made
the riggings, and then go to the gro-
cery store and get a sugar barrel,
take and weave a net and take the
hoops off the barrel and make handles,
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buy a piece of cotton line, steal a
stake and malke a buoy. and we have
been able to set these in the Piscata-
qua river and in those harbors and
in an hour or two catch a bushel or
two of lobsters, some long and some

short. There were no wardens, there
were plenty of lobsters, You could
catch a hundred in an evening. if you

had good luck. Those boys took those

lobsters home and borrowed some-
one’s wash bhoiler, and boiled them
and retailed them for two cents

apiece. They have even sold for a
cent apiece, and 1 have seen them
sell for six cents a dozen, good big
lobsters 13 inches long.

Those d¢ays have passed,
lobster has departed
know not where. That was a great
many vyvears ago, but hefore then it
was considered necessary to legislate
upon the lobster, because in the stat-
utes of 1883—and it was passed in the
vear that the statutes were revised—
there was a closed time from the fif-
teenth of August to the fifteenth of
November, when they couldn’t be fish-
ed for under a penalt of fifty dollars;
the canning industry was also stop-
ped, and no lobsters could be canned
under that law hetween April 1lst and
August 1st.

and the
somewhere, 1

Again, in 1889, the length was ten
and a half inches Dbetween July 1
and May 1, and during the months of
May and June it was nine inches.

Now while we have been legislating
all the years, we have not been in-
creasing the number of lobsters. That
is a self-evident fact. The market
for lobsters has grown, but it has
erown in the distant cities. The lob-
ster in your boyhood and mine was
not considered a particularly great
delicacy. The great tide of summer
travel had not started. The people had
limited vacations, and the lobster was
like the codfish and the haddock and
the mackerel. It could be bought for
a reasonable price within a reason-
able distance from the seashore, and
the fisherman who got a dollar a day
for his catch was pretty well fixed
and they lived within their means. To-
day the fishermen are able to make a
thousand to fifteen hundred dollars,
but they don’t make it selling legal
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lobsters. They are selling legal lob-
sters and everything else. Now if we
know that that condition does exist,
and that our fishermen are bound to
sell short lobsters at some price, why
isn't it just as well to put the length
the same as Massachusetts and New
HMampshire have?

1 believe the thirteen-inch provision
js proper. I believe we ought to throw
over our long lobsters, and that from
those long lobsters we will  get our sup-
ply, but I can’'t see any good reason
why we should make illegal bhoth ends,
and subject our fishermen to becoming
criminals twice instead of once. If
vou put it down to nine inches then
there is a tendency for them to throw
away those over thirteen inches, but
when you reduce it only to ten, and
then say that they shall throw away
those over thirteen, human nature isn’t
<0 constituted that it will do it that
way. Dut if you make it nine inches.
s0 that they can double their price, you
will give them some inducement to
throw away their long lobsters, because
their good sense will tell them that if
they catch the breeders there won't bhe
any in a few years. But when they
can’'t catch any under ten or over thir-
teen, they will become violators of the
law, and there are men who will buy
and take them off the hands of the
wholesalers and sell them. Dut if you
put it down to nine inches, and hold
vour gauge at thirteen, 1 believe you
have benefited the fisherman, you have
given him an opportunity to live hon-
estly, you have given him an oppor-
tunity to compete with his competitors,
vou have given him an opportunity to

throw away his large lobsters and at
the same time earn a living; and vou

are giving the people of the State of
Maine an opportunity to get a few of
those nine-inch lobsters which cannot
be sold at the present time; and it
seems to me, Mr. President, that that
is the only step to take.

If the other states of New England
were going to put it up to ten inches
and make the same gauge that we are
asked to make in Maine, it would be
better.

But we are told this i1s the best that
can be done; that we better take this
than nothing. That may be true, Mr.
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I'resident, and 1 don't believe that we
should vote down something because it
isn't what we want. If we can't get
something better, I should like to see
this a law, because it is an improve-
ment over the ten and a half inches;
but 1 do sincerely believe that if we
drop the first measurement to nine
inches and keep the second at thirteen,
we would be meeting the interests of
the cause, we would be bettering the
condition of the fishermen, we would
be protecting the lobsters, and we would
make a law that would conform to the
laws of other states, whereby by mak-
ing it only ten inches we are out of
harmony with the laws of other states,
and our fishermen will be obliged to
Ao illegal fishing, to become criminals
twice instead of once, and we shall not
benefit the people of the State of Maine
by making any market in the State of
Maine, or giving our people an oppor-
tunity to buy, because we know that a
ten and a half inch lobster is too high
priced for the ordinary sized man to
buy. A nine-inch lobster, even, by the
pound he cannot afford to buy.

Mr. CHATTO of Hancock: Mr. Pres-
ident: After listening to the eloquence
of the fishermen and the lobster dealers
and Professor Herrick, I signed the
minority report, ought to pass, on this
proposed bill calling for a double gauge
law. Before the amendment was pro-
posed it called for a minimum length
of nine inches and a maximum length
of thirteen inches.

Now it was shown by all concerned
that the supply and the catch and the
revenue from the busiuess were declin-
ing at an alarming rate. 1 can remem-
ber a few years ago when every fisher-
man could catch all the lobsters he
wanted in all of the shoal bays in Pe-
nobscot bay. At the present time they
cannot catch any lobsters in the inlets
and shoal harbors; they have to go on
the outside shores, and it has been con-
clusively shown that there are hundreds
and thousands of nine-inch lobsters
shipped to New York and Boston in vio-
lation of the Maine law.

I wouldn’t have signed that report if
it had been from ten to thirteen inches,
but I want to make this point clear
to this Senate—that this amendment
has been passed by the House, and it's.
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quite certain that if we pass this
amendment we can get a law that pro-
hibits the taking of lobsters under ten
inches and over thirteen inches, that is,
returning to the waters all of the seed
lobsters, and taking about half of their
catch, in pounds, below ten and a half
inches. That is, from all the evidence
that we have heard here, the lobsters
between ten and ten and a half inches
will weigh about the same number of
pounds as the lobsters between nine
and ten inches. We are giving the lob-
ster fishermen the chance to catch one-
half the lobsters between nine and ten
and a half inches.

Now the committee were not agreed
upon this bill. 8ix members signed the
report ought not to pass and four ought
to pass. T believe I was the only mem-
ber from the Senate that signed the re-
port ought to pass. Now we are all
agreed that a law from ten to thirteen
inches should pass. T recommend and
hope that this amendment will receive
A passage.

Mr. BUTLER of Wnox: Mr. P’resi-
dent, 1 don’t knew gas tlie condition of
my voice this morning will permit me
to be heard, but I feel that I must
give expression to the voices of a
great many fishermen whose voices T
heard during the interim since I went
home after the adjournment of Friday.

We all recognize the difficulties that
confront this committee this morning
to dcterniine this vital and important
question. What the gentleman from
H=ancock has just said tells us how
difficult it has been for that commit-
tee. Aftfer they heard all the eviderice
a large delegation of fishermen and a

large delegation of dealers from all
over our State—you remember the

hearing in the House of Representa-
tives, they were unable to agree, anil
stood six to four for the old law.

The niatter, as has been explained,
comes to us this morning on Amend-
ment A, upon which they have [inaily
agreed unanimously. I supposed it
would be the easiest matter in the
world for the fishermen and the deal-
ers to agree on this very important
matter, for they are like the Siamesc
Twins, they are so inseparably linked
together that while one lives the cther
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may, and when one dies the other
must. The dealer can not prosper un-
less the fisherman has plenty of lob-
sters to sell him, and the lobsterman
cannot prosper unless he has a market
for his lobsters; and therefore 1 sup-
posed that both being interested in the
conservation of the mdustry, it would
be z simple matter for them to agree
upon.

1 believe both sides have acted in
good faith, and have tried to be honest

with each other: but they differ in
opinion.

The fAshermen—and there are many
of them in my locality, many in my
immediate neighborhood, and 1 know
many of them personally and call
them by name—I know that last year
some of them didn't pay their bills.
It was a poor year for them. Now

they are afraid of this law. They ure
afraid they will be unable in the fu-
ture to make a living. Now, mind
you, gentlemen, that this is their live-
lihood, it is all the business they know,
and of course they are deeply interest-
ed in it.

Now [ want to read you a letter
which expresses hetter than I can how
the fishermen feel about this matter:

“Of course you are aware that we
are interested in the lobster legisla-
tion at Augusta. I notice in the last
Courier-Gazette thal the latest meas-
ure introduced proposes to save onuly
lobsters from nine to thirtcen inches” —
(of course that should be ten)—"pro-
hibiting all over thirteen inches. Now
this Di1ll and a similar one introduced
before would mean death to the busi-
ness in this locality, as nearly all (ish
taken abont the islands in upper Pe-
nobscot Bay are overgrown ones, If
either of the above measures becomes
a law, the fishermen might just as
well keep their traps on the bank.
‘What the fishermen in general want
is the present law retained, or one
similar te Massachusetts as proposed.
1 wrote to Mr. Lewis some time ago
ahout this matter, but have heard
nothing from him. Will you see him
and take the matter up and write me.”

I will be fair with the Senate and
read the whole letter.
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“Why the dralers want the law Lo
prohibit the tuking of the large lob-
sters is because they don't sell or
deal 1n them, but I think the fishermen
cught te know what they want.”

Now the letters T have received are
all along that line. All the conversa-
tion T had while I was at home re-
cently was along that line, and 1
heard from fishermen beyond the con-
fines of my county and far down into
Hanceck County, as far as Long Is-
land, Swan’s  Island, Vinalhaven,
North Haven, South Thomaston, and
the smaller islands in Penobscot Lay.
One lady whe owns a large island in
Pabobscot Bay and hires fishermen to
fish for her, telephoned to me that
if she was obliged to throw away lob-

sters exceeding thirteen inches In
length she would throw away one
thir@ of her entire catch. This may

not be so. This of course is her hon-
est judgment; she might have over-
stated it, but I simply have read this
letter to express as best T can the feel-
ing of these fishermen in my locality.

I think the fishermen should be
heard here, and I think that what-
ever we do in the Senate, we should
endeavor to do justice to that large
class of our people that lead at best a
hard life, and they do not lead that
life—the most of them-—to make money
—hut they do it for a livehood. It is
the only business they know.

T hope the motion of the Senator
from Sagadahce will prevail.

Mr. DUNTON of Penchscot: Mr.
President, 1 wish to say a word upon
this matter, because I see the honor-
able gentlemen ahead of me differ up-
on some things, and then upon others.

We are facing in this State, in this
indusitry, which is a very important
one, a condition, and that cendition—it
is not surprising when there are three
thousand men engaged in it that they
would be divided upon the hest way to
get around a bad condition. It is true
we have heard both sides represented
here this winter, and the committee
has worked hard and long upon this,
and they first hrought a report four
to six, but eventually they agreed up-
on a Dbill which they thought would

MARCH 30. 1167
be good for the fisherman and at the
same time conserve the industry.

The industry is badly oif. To put
it plainly to you, it has declined from
a catch of fifty-three lobsters per
trap to thirty, showing conclusively
that there has been a rapid decline in

the last few years. Now there are
threc thousand men engaged in the

business, at least one thousand heads
of families, and they had a good busi-
ness over the last twenty years. They
were living the ideal way of living
along the coust, but the business went
on a decline, and it became so un-
profitable tkhat they cannot pay their
hiils, and it seems to be up to us to
do what the most of these men have
told us to do. It is conceded with-
out contradiction that the only way
that you can conserve this industry is
to preserve or conserve the large lob-
sters. 1 am not so particular about
the size of the small lobsters, for the
only ones that can give us any future
small lobsters--that is, thirteen inches
and upward, would be saved.

Upon the agreement of that commit-
tee to make this a unanimous report, in
the interests of the fishermen, that we
are all interested in, in the interest of
the merchant who deals in this product,
in the interest of the State of Maine,
which has received an income of $20,-
000,000 every year., T think it behooves
us as legislators to legislate so that the
future mayv not be obliged to put a
close time upon these lobsters, anad
drive these three thousand men entirely
out of business, and I believe the pres-
ent bill is the most scientific bill in
that respect, and I believe the fisher-
men will not be hurt much., and the in-
dustry will have a chance to organize

so that these fishermen that our sym-
pathy is with todav—that their life
may be improved.

Mr. AMES of Washington: Mr, Pres-

ident, a great deal has been said about
the lobster industry upon the coast, and
T note that many special laws making
a close time on different sections in the-
month of July and August have been
passed, and it seems to me as though
the fishermen have a peculiar interest
in the propagation of lobsters, and per-
haps it would be well for me to read
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a letter I have recelved from a
very well known in this industry,
Jasper Wyman of Miilbridge.

“I mnoticed the lobster hill which is
called the ‘compromise bill’ passed the
House, much to my surprise, as from
every source of inguiry I was informed
there was little hope of its passing.

“Being unable to artend the hearing.
[ hope your honorable body will permit
you to read this letter.

“I am located on the western part of
Washington County, buy lobsters every
season for market, which brings me di-
rectly in touch with the fisherman. I
do not know and have not seen any
fishermen who favor this bill, every
fisherman 1 have seen, and many come
to me, and asked if 1t isn’t possible to
keep the present law.

man
Mr.

“Lobsters are migratory to a degree.
Grand Menan lies ten or fifteen miles
from our county. What prevents the
Canadians from catching the lobsters
that are on our shore this season, next
season? The same thing applies to
Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

“Lobsters over thirteen inches that
our fishermen feed and throw back in
the ocean this season are caught by the
Canadians next season and sold in com-
petition to ours.

“How absurd and unjust it is for our
lobster fishermen in Maine to fish un-
der a law that is not in substance like
New Brunswick and Massachusetts.
There is difference enough in the pres-
ent law, but when the fishermen have
to sort and measure both sizes it is
Killing to them.

“The fishermen believe the present
law enforced will maintain the supply
and why should it not bhe enforced?
If this ‘compromise bill’ can be en-
forced the present law can.

“Ior the poor fisiermen with the
high cost of living the conditions are
bad enough; we should not put any-
thing more on them, and 1 hope the
Senate will defeat this bill.”

The question being on the adoption
of House Amendment A to House 895,
a rising vote was taken, and four Sen-
ators voting in favor, and twelve op-
posed, the amendment was rejected,

Mr. AMES: Mr. President, I move
the bill be indefinitely postponed.
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Mr. COLE: Mr. President, I would
like to ask the Sewator through the
Chair if the indefinite postponement

of the bill, leaving the measurement as
it is at ten and one-half inches, would
not be a mistake unless we in some
manner tried to get an arrangement
with the House whereby something can
be accepted? The House, as I under-
stanad it, has passed this. The original
bill was nine inches, and the idea of
those of us who voted or a large num-
ber of us, was to see if the House
would not come down to nine inches.
We do not want to vote for the indefi-
nite postponement of this bill because
we favor some change in the law. Our
idea of voting for the indefinite post-
ponement of the amendment was to see
if some arrangement could not be made
in the Fouse whereby the measure-
ment could be reduced from ten to nine
inches.

Mr. AMES: Mr. President,
desire of every fisherman along the
eastern coast of Maine, as near as 1
can find out, to have the law remain as
it is, And they said their reason, it
would be just as reasonable to catch
the nine-inch Ilobster as for the man
on a stock farm to kill off his veal
calves. I shall stand upon my motion
to indefinitely postpone.

it is the

The question being on the indefinite
postponement a rising vote was taken
and 16 voting for indefinite postpone-
ment and § opposed, the motion was
adopted and the bill was indefinitely
postponed in concurrence.

The President laid hefore the Sen-
ate, Senate 429, Resolve in favor of
building a State Road from Jackman
in Somerset County to Rockwood on
Moosehead Lake,

The pending question being
adoption of House Amendment A,

Mr. COLBY of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, T do not know what the inten-
tion of the Senator from Cumberland,
Senator Moulton, was when he tabled
this bill and amendment,.

the

As 1 have already explained to the
Senate this amendment has simply to
do with the maintenance of the road.
and has met with the approval of the
highway commission. They helped to
draft it. It was also gone over by
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the attorney general in regard to the
legal points.

I see no reason why the amendment
should not have a passage, and I
move that the bill as amended b2
passed to be engrossed.

A rising vote was taken on the
adoption of House Amendment A, ant
22 Senators having voting in favor of
tiie amendment and none opposed the
amendment was adopted. The resolvs
as amended was then passed to be
engrossed and sent down for concur-
rence.

<he President laid before the Sen-
ate. Resolve appropriating money for
the construction of one brick dormi-
tory for inmates at the Maine School
for Feeble Minded. (Senate 362.)

In the House this bill was indefi-
nitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Boynton of Lin-
coln the Senate voted to insist and
ask for a committee of conference.

The Chair appointed on such com-
mittee on the part of the Senate,
Messrs., Boynton, Jillson and Garce-
lon.

The President laid before the Senate An
Act to amend Section 17 of Chapter 80 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to the pow-
ers of the county commissioners of Cum-
berland county.

The pending question being the adop-

. tion of Senate Amendment A.

Mr. SWIFT of Kennebec: Mr. Presi-
dent, I move that Senate Amendment A
be adopted.

A rising vote was taken and 21 voting
for the amendment and none opposed the
amendment was adopted.

The bill as amended 'was then passed
1o be engrossed and sent down for con-
currence.

The President laid before the Senate
House 88, An Act for the temporary li-
censing of automobiles and motor wvehi-
cles.

Mr. Swift of Kennebec offered Senate
Amendment A and moved its adoption.

Senate Amendment A. Amend House
Doc. 995 by adding after the last word
‘“a person receiving such tag shall re-
turn same to the officer or person from
whom obtained within ten days.”

1169

Senate Amendment A was adopted and
then the bill as amended was passed to
be engrossed and sent down for concur-
rence.

The President laid before the Senate
House 893, An Act to amend Sections 56
and 57 of Chapter 47 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to rights of minority stock-
holders.

The pending question being its passage
to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Swift of Kennebec
the bill was passed to be engrossed in
concurrence.

The President laid before the Senate
Senate 431, An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 244 of the Public Laws of 1909,
relating to transmitting of electric power
beyond the confines of the State.

Mr. BOYNTON of Lincoln: Mr. Presi-
dent, I move the bill be indefinitely post-
poned.

Mr. COLE of York: Mr. President,
as chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, which heard this matter, I
simply want to state the position of
the committee regarding this bill. The
bill came into the Legislature early
in the session, was referred to the
Judiciary Committee, and State-wide
notice was given for a hearing, and at
the hearing only two or three peoplz

appeared in favor of it, and not a
single individual against it.
The committee held the bill some

time, knowing that it was a matter of
State-wide importance, and wonder-
ing if the people had any objection
through the State, and if so whether
the newspapers would take it up. 3o
far as I know or have been able Lo
observe, but one paper has said any-
thing against this measure. Others
have written editorially in favor of it

The bill as it is at the present time
covers the ground a little differently
than the bill before this Legislature a
few years ago, because the bill at the
present time has in it a provision
that the transmission out of the State
shall be under the direction of the
Public TUtilities Commission, and at
any time when the power is needed in
the State for the development of the
State or the use of the people, th=2
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Public TUtilities Commission has the
right to enjoin the company fron
transmitting the power out of the

State, after giving two years’ notice,
in order that its customers out of the
State may have an opportunity to get
new power, or affect the required
changes. N

That is not an unfair provision of
the bill. It seemed to your commit-
tee, after hearing, that if for a hun-
dred vyears, nearly, these water-
powers have been running and spend-
ing their energy in the broad Atlan-
tic, and doing nothing more—the
water-powers of Maine are not 50
per cent. developed-—if there is to Dbe
any development it must come from
without; it hasn’t come from within.

Now we might say that we want to
save them until such time as Maina
shall need them. That may be true.
We might say that our forests should
remain here. We might say that
many things should not be utilized
until the population of Maine iz
greatly increased, until there should
be some use for them, that we
shouldn’t ship out of the State any of
the products of the State. Now elec-
tricity isn’t any different from pota-
toes or lumber, or brick or granite or
anything else. It is a product of the
water-powers of Maine, if thos>
water-powers are developed. There
is no one here who would be fool-
hardy enough to say that the farmer
of Aroostook county should not ship
his potatoes out of the State, that he
should not ship out his lumber, that
any man should not be able to ship
his products—even the lobstermen—
out of the State. The markets of
the world are open to the products of
the State. Eleectricity is a product,
and I can see no reason, if the people
of the State of Maine are surrounded
by laws which so absolutely protect
them, so that whenever they need
this power within the State they may
have it for their own use, and so long
as they do not need it it may be car-
ried beyond the State—I can see no
reason for any great fear or any dam-
age.

We all know that the water-powers
of the State are removed back from
the coast. The coast towns and the
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border towns can never get
unless it is carried to them.

powet
Now if

this power is developed back in the
central and northern parts of the
State, and is to be transmitted by

transmission lineg through the State

and out of the State, every little
country hamlet through which that
iine passes will have an opportunity

to get some of that power for lighting

and heating and power purposes,
when perhaps unless something of
that kind happens, it will be years

and years and years before any power
company will go anywhere near those
small towns. KEvery farmer along the
pole-way can proceed to get power
from it, and so long as we have pro-
tected ourselves, Mr. President, so
long as we have seen that our owan
people are protected, and so that they
have the power at a reasonable price
if they need it, T don’'t care where the
surplus goes. If we need it, we have
the right to use it, but for hundreds
of years these water-powers have
gone to waste. Is it good business to
allow them to go to waste another
hundred years, or another fifty?

It seems to me, Mr. President, there
can he no harm in having them de-
veloped that our people may get th=
benefit of the labor of developing, and
in the process of caring for them af-
ter they are developed, and in the
number of people who will be em-
ployed in the transmission, and in the
great number of people who will en-
joy the benefit of these improvements,
and in the ultimate use by the people
of our State of all the power that may
be developed.

I believe it is wise, just and proper
that we should allow outside capital-
ists, if outside capital is needed, to
come in here and develop the use of
the surplus water that we don't get in
our own State.

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr.
President, whle the men who are
chiefly interested in the passage of
thig bill are among our best business
men and are highly honorable gentle-
men, yet I feel that we should make a4
grave mistake to grant this present
request. I have always been in favor
of retaining our water powers within
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the boundaries of Maine for the bene-
fit of our entire people. It was a part
of my declaration of principles on
which I was nominated and elected.
I' should he false to those principles
it T allowed this measure to pass
without entering my Drotest. Our
water-powers are the last great, val-
uable natural resource of Maine, and
1 hope this Senate will consider weil
what it might mean to the future of
our State and its people if you pass
this Dbill.

Mr. MURPHY of Cumberland: Mr.
Mresident, T can remember distinctly
that in the previous legislatures many
bills passed to keep in Maine the power
that is here now. As a man interested
in getting as much as I can for my
money, like any ordinary citizen, my
reason for sustaining Senator Walker's
argument is this, that electricity can
now be used in houses for lighting and
heating them and many other purposes.

[t they are allowed to send the elec-
tricity out of the State it will prevent
the people in the State from getting it
at a low price. There was a day when
evervbody had to have in their houses
stoves to burn either coal or wood. The
day came along when nearly everyone,
up to date, put in the gas stove. and
the day is coming when in the great
apartment houses we can use electricity
for cooking, heating and lighting.

If we are going to provide for carry-
ing electricity outside of the State 1
don’t see why anyone will move to the
State to take advantage of the price of
power. Coal is climbing higher and
higher. and here is a State that has
everything to give us, heat. light and
power,

Mr. GARCELON of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I kept quiet while the
fishermen were talking lobsters, but T
can’t keep quiet when a proposition of
s0 much importance is presented here
for vour consideration.

The State of Maine is the northeast-
ern state of our Union. Every manu-
facturing industry is hampered bv the
disadvantage in freight rate. We have
lost industries in my own city simply
because of the excess freight from
Massachusetts to Maine. What would
have happened to the State of Maine if
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50 vears ago it was possible to trans-
mit electricity manufactured by our
water falls? Every hamlet and village
and industrial center in Maine would
simply have remained « power-house.
You would have had no Rumford Falls
development and vou would have had
no development of the falls of the An-
droscoggin. That little river, by the
report of the national conservation com-

mittee, ranks seventh in the develop-
ment of water power.

It s simply & question whether you
want to transmit your power from

Maine and remain a power station only.
This proposition is simply the enter-

ing wedge to open the door, and then
many arguments and many a justifi-
cation will be urged upon the legisla-

ture to extend this privilege, to enlarge
this privilege, and then this comes to
me: whose power is this? 1 understand
that the potato grower produces his po-
tatoes, but who owns these water pow-

ers? It is one of the assets of the
State of Maine. We would be happy
people if we had not disposed of our
timber land. The same thing will re-
vert to us il we dispose of our power
privileges and transmit it out of the
State.

It is said that these transmission

companies wherever they run will fur-
nish power to our people. True enough,
but it will be power in competition with
a larger demand and it would be a
higher power to each user in our State.

Who does it benefit? Tt benefits the
power people. The people are com-
pelled to pay higher prices for what-

ever electricity they desire to use.

A unanimous report of the commit-
tee! Nobody  appeared to protest
against! The fight occurred in this

legislature four vears ago and the pro-
ponents of the bill moved its reference
to the next legislature. The next leg-
islature voted it down.

Have the people of the State of Maine
to conserve their natural resources got
to appear at every call? The commit-
tee would say to them., “Who do vou
represent?’ “The people.” And then
the committee would say, “We can't
listen to the protests of the people.”

We suppose that our committee would
exercise some independent judgment of
their own. rather than throw away this
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gift of the people robbing the people
of the natural resources.

The great fight for conservation of
energy in this country has been fought
too long for the people to employ at-
torneys to protest against every appli-
cant that appears before a legislative
committee.

Mr. COLE: Mr. President, I have no
personal interest in this matter, so far
as representing any geographical sec-
tion of the State is concerned, unfortu-
nately the county of York can never be
a power station. TIts rivers are not
adapted to that purpose, and are fully
developed.

But if the Senator from Androscog-
gin asks who these water powers be-
long to, I would like to have him reply
—who do they belong to? Not the peo-
ple. If he thinks so, let him go before
any of these committees and find out
that the State long ago let go its last
hold on them, and they all belong to
private individuals or corporations.

Now there is a legal aspect of this
case which we have considered. There
is a doubt in the minds of the best law-
vers in the State of Maine regarding
the constitutionality of any such law
as this. I am not able to pass upon it.
I do not pass upon it, but broader minds
than mine are passing upon it, and there
is a doubt. T.et us look at it. The
State has given away its water-rights
until everywhere that there is a fall
in the State of Maine it is today in the
hands of private individuals. It being
their property, they having started in
to develop it, and they having devel-
oped it, and having spent their money
on it. having carried their system
through Maine and got their pole rights
through the various towns and cities
to the borders of the State, T want to
ask what power on earth, under our
Federal system, under which the prod-
ucts of one state shall have an equal
market with the products of every other
state—what is to hinder them from
sending that power two feet further,
over the line into New Hampshire?
They have complied with every local
law to get it to the New Hampshire
line. It belongs to the people who pro-
duced it,

’;‘he electricity is the result of ma-
chinery. 1t is the result of labor. Tt
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is the result of effort, just as the
raising of potatoes, or the weaving of
cloth, and it is a product recognized in
the law. That being the case, has the
State of Maine a right to say that a
person producing something shall not
find a market beyond his own State?
There is a constitutional doubt.

We are told that these water-powers
should never be carried beyond the
State, but they must remain where
they are, and the Senator from Som-
erset made a declaration of princi-
ples wiien he became a candidate that
he would fight for in office.

Supposing the three Senators from
York had made the same declaration,
that in order to get the power into
the County of York, where we need
it, we would fight for this bill, be-
cause it is the only way we can get
it. I want to ask if we would have
had just as good a right to fight for
it as lie would against it, and whether
we wouldn’t have been just as con-
sistent in trying to get it as he would
in trying to prevent us from having it.

It seems to me unwise to allow these
waters longer to go to waste. They
are not even 25 per cent developed,
and in the next fifty years may not be
50 per cent developed unless we go
faster than we have. Why let them
go to waste? If we had never done
anything except what we do on the
capital of the State of Maine, we
should be in the position the State
was in 1820. Go to the manufacturing
interests of Lewiston, Waterville, and
Biddeford, and ask whether they
would have grown up on local capital?
They state that Rumford Falls would
never have grown under this bill; but
Rumford Falls is not there because of
anything in this hill. Rumford Falls
is there because there was something
there that made pulp, and their power
would grind their wood into pulp.
They can well go out of business so
far as the demand for water-power is
concerned; there will be no further
business for them.

I say to you that every bit of elec-
tricity that is transmitted bevond the
borders of the State can he purchased
by every citizen, and at a reasonable
price, because this bill says that un-
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der the Public TUtilities Commission
every consumer shall have the prod-
uct at a reasonable price, and there
can be no excrbitant price; there can
be no hold-ups. So long as this bill is
surrounded by the protection that it
is surrounded with, so long as the
people of the State are granted a rea-
sonable price, I don’t care where the
surplus goes. I have no fear for the
future. The present is what we need.
We have need teo leok forward to the
future, to establish great manufact-
uring interests on account of our
water-powers.

How many industries, outside of the
pulp-mills, have been established upor
our water-powers in the last ten years?
What great manufacturing town has
arisen anywhere? What great water-
power is developed for a new industry
anywhere, unless it be the pulp indus-
try? None of them, Mr. President, and
if the people of the State of Maine are
going to get the benefit of this, they
must get it as it is coming by their
doors. They are not going to the water-
powers; they will not go to the water-
powers. New methods of power, com-
pressed-air, tidal power, are being ex-
perimented with today. The power
will be found whereever anyone wishes
to locate an industry before our great
water-powers are developed, if we
lhold on to this old, antiquated princi-

ple that business must go to the
powers instead of the powers heing

carricd where the business is.

Mr. COLBY of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, four year ago in the other end
of this building I dropped a similar
»ill into the hopper, and the next
morning great headlines came out in
the papers ‘“Colhy Fathers The Octo-
pus Bill.”

We had great discussions and great
times, as some of you will remember.
During the discussion and before the
adjournment of the legislature I became
almost ashamed to be the father of
that bill, and when the final vote came
T voted against my own bill. T thought
at the time I was right. I still think
so. At this session of the legislature
I was asked by a good friend to drep
this bill into the hopper and T did so.
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The headlines were not qguite so con-
spicuous as before. I am not ashamed
of the bill. I have followed the matter
quite closely. Whether the killing of
the bill four years ago has had any-
thing to do with it, I don’t know, but
we all know that during the four vears
there has an octopus grown up in the
State of Maine, perhaps greater than
the one this would have been. 1 say
that with all respect to the otlicers of
the company. We all know the con-
diton of the electric proposition in
central Maine.

Ag I have said, I have looked into
this matter carefully, and it seems to
me that under the present bill, it is
carefully guarded, and we have a
unanimous report of the committee that
has given it a great deal of time and

study. Today 1 am not ashamed to
vole for the bill.
Mr. SCAMMON of Hancock: Mr.

President, we have heard a great deal
in the closing days of this session in
regard to the conditions of the man-
ufacturer in the State of Maine., Part
of this is owing, perhaps, to freight
conditions, and possibly some of it is
due to tariff conditions.

I want to know if you carry this
power out of the State if it is not a
self evident fact that they are going
to get something cheaper from here
than they get out of coal from other
Stateg, and if these manufacturers are
not to be put in a great deal worse
condition?

As a matter of fact power will be
higher here if power is carried out-
side of the State. I admit that these
powers now belong to private individ-
uals. [ heard the story on John E.
North, a man no less noted for busi-
ness acumen than generosity to husi-
ness employees. It is said that at
one time when he had 1800 men em-

ployed he gave them an order to
chose for themselves g suit of clothes
from the store. It seemed that ail

used him fairly except one young man,
who selected a $75 suit of clothes.
When the bills came in he called the
young man into the office, and asked
him in regard to his suit, if he got
one to his liking, etc. The young man
was pleased and began to thank Mr.
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North very much for his generusity
and tried to tell him how much the
neople thought of him. Mr. North in-
terrupted him and said, “In my ca-
reer I have bought and sold a good
many theusand hogs, but you are the
first one 1 ever dressed.”

I think these people in coming to us
display a good deal of this same dis-
position. 1 protest against the giving
away of these rights.

Mr. BURLEIGH of Aroustook: Mr.
President, T should not feel T was do-
ing my duty unless I said something
about this bill. I am opposed to this
bill. I believe it is due to the State,
where they have given away water-
powers, to provide in this bill that
they should have this power so that
it may become a benefit to the State

. instead of being carried out.

1f vou let this power go out of the
State you never will get capital to
come back into the State, but if you
keep the power here the capitalist is
coming here to develep that power.

It has been only a few years since
electricity could be transmitted. You
take the powers of the interior of our
State and development them and it
can be carried to Portland, where they
can get it cheapily transmitted. KXeep
the power within the State and capital
will come here and develop this State
instead of our carrying our produc-
tions to them to develop other states.

1f it had been possible for the water
powers to have been transmitted from

Biddeford and Lewiston, those great
manufacturing plants never would
have been in l.ewiston.

There is plenty of power in
terior of this State. Take the
scot River, there is power
there to make Bangor one of the
largest cities of our State. There is
power enough in the Kenenbee to make
every city from Waterville to the coast
a large manufacturing place. But if
vou lat that power go out of the State,
good bye to the State of Maine for fu-
ture development.

What do we want to do? We have
tried for the last year to organize an
association to develop Maine, but if
vou develop Maine that way by send-

the in-
Fenob-
enough
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ing the power out of the State 1 don’t
want to be a party to it

1 wish simply to enter
against this bill.

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, when the vote is taken 1 move it
be taken by the yeas and nays.

The guestion being on the indefinite
postponement of the bill, the yeas and
nays were ordered, and the secretary
called the roll.

Those voting yea were: Messrs. Allen,
Ames, Bartlett, Boynton, Burleigh, Chat-

my protest

to, Conant, Dunton, Flaherty, Fuilton,
Garcelon, Herrick, Jillson, Leary, Mur-
phy, Price, Scammon, Thurston, Walker

—19.

Those voting nay were: Messrs. Butler,
Clark, Colby, Cole, Durgin, Emery, Pea-
cock, Swift—S.

Absentees:
Weld—3.

Nineteen having voted in favor and
eight opposed, the motion prevailed and
the bill was indefinitely postponed.

Messrs. Hastings, Moulton,

On motion by Mr. Allen of ..ennebec a
recess was taken until 2 o’clock in the
afternoon.

Afternoon Session
Senate called to order by the President.

From, the House: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 42 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1913, relating to the use
of motorboats in hunting sea birds, ducks,
or water fowl.

In the Senate this bill was indefinitely
postponed.

The House insisted on its former ac-
tion and asked for a committee of con-
ference. They appointed a committee of
conference on March 26th. The commit-
tee of conference had a hearing and then
made a report to the House, and the pa-
pers were sent to the Senate for concur-
rent action.

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr. Pres-
ident, T move that we adhere.

Mr. ALLEN of Kennebec: Mr. Presi-
dent, there may be only three of us

who oppose this motion, but as one of
the three I stand ready to do that.
This has been taken, after the speech
of the Senator from York, as a joke.
The joke would be on the ones that in-
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definitely postpone it, in my estimation.
Part of the coast of Maine already
has a similar law, and this bill which
has been before us provides for the
rest of the coast having a similar law.
But it appears, from the Senator from
York, that they do not want to conserve
the birds, but use motor boats, etc.

For one I am willing they should use
motor boats, but I take my stand
against the indefinite postponement of
the hill. I move that when the vote is
taken, it be by the yeas and nays.

Mr. COLE of York: Mr. President,
the Senator from York would be very
glad to conserve the game along the
coast, but he would also like to con-
serve the morals of his constituents
at the same time.

The question being on the adoption of
the motion to adhere, and the yeas and
nays having been requested, a rising vote
was taken and a sufficient number aris-
ing the yeas and nays were ordered and
the secretary called the roll.

Those voting yea (in favor of the mo-
tion to adhere) were Messrs. Ames, Bart-
lett, Butler, Clark, Cole, Flaherty, Ful-
ton, Garcelon, Jillson, Murphy, Peacock,
Thurston, Walker—13.

Those voting nay were Messrs, Allen,
Boynton, Burleigh, Chatto, Colby, Conant,

Dunton, Durgin, Herrick, Leary, Price,
Scammon, Swift—13.

Absentees: Messrs. Hastings, Moulton,
Weld—3.

There being a tie vote the President's
name was called and he voted ves.

Fourteen senators having voted in fa-
vor of the motion to adhere and 13 oppos-
ed the motion to adhere was sustained.

House Bills in First Reading

(Under suspension of the rules these
bills and resolves were given their sec-
ond reading and were passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence.)

House 931. An Act additional to Section
27 of Chapter 129 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to corporations for the op-
eration of telegraphs, telephones and oth-
er public utilities.

House 930. An Act to amend Section 36
of Chapter 101 of the Revised Statute\, as
amended by Chapter 41 of the Laws of
1907, in relation to bail commissioners.
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House 932. An Act in relation to certain
rights and liabilities of husband and wife.

House 933. An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 24 of the Public Laws of 1907,
as amended by Chapter 10 of the Public
Laws of 1909, in relation to reports of
hearings in vacation in law or equity.

House 934. An Act relating to procedure
in the supreme judicial and superior
courts.

House 935. An Act to amend Section 27
of Chapter 83 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the record of attachment of
bulky personal property.

House 936. An Act to incorporate the
Maine Indemnity Company.

House 937. An Act to determine the ap-
proximate amount of money necessary
to defray the expenses of the public ser-
vice.

House 939. An Act to amend Section 72
of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes of
Maine, as amended by Chapter 160 of the
Acts and Resolves of 1909, by inserting
after the word “‘day’” in the fifth line or
said Article 72 the words “Firemen’'s Me-
morial Sunday,” so that said section as
amended shall read as follows.

House 940. An Act to provide for State
and county aid in the construction of
highway bridges.

House 941. An Act to amend Section 18
of Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to judges of probate.

House 844: An Act to amend Chapter
135 uf the Frivate and Special Laws of
1875, entitlel “An  Aet o establish a
Muunicipal Court in the City of Auburn,”
as amended by Chapter 186 of the Private
and Special Laws of the same year,
Chapterr 51 of the Private and Special
T.aws of I881. and Chapter 152 of the
Private and Special Laws of 182 ,1Chap-
ter 62 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1895, and Chapter 229 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1903.

House 946: Resolve in favor of I{enne-
hee County issuing bonds.

Heuse 947 An  Act autborizing the
Secretury of State to Prepare and Pub-
lish Lists of Corporations Delinquent in
Payment of their Franchise Taxes.

House 948: An Aet to amend Chanpter
32 ot the Revised Statues, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws ot 1913,
relating o Fishing in a portien of Cup-
suptic stream in Oxford county.
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House 949: An Act entitled An Act to
create a State Fund to be known as the
State Contingent Fund.

House 950: Resolve in favor of Gard-
ner K. Feath for services performed as
assistant to Fortunat Belleau while he
was acting clerk pro tempore.

House 9%1: Resolve in favor of Gard-
ner K. Heath for services in preparing
a schedule of all Acts and Resolves
carrving an appropriation or expendi-
ture of money.

House 952° An Act to amend Sections
2 and 8 of Chapter 195 of the Public
TL.aws of 1911, relating to the Extirpation
of Contagious Diseases Among Cattle,
tJorses, Sheep and Swine.

TFrom the Huse: Majority and minori-
ty report of the committee on judiciary.
on An Act to amend the charter of the
Portland Water District.

Majority report, ought to pass; minori-
ty report, ought not to pass.

In the Flouse the majority report was
accepted and the bill was there passed
to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Murphy of Cumber-
land the majority report was accepted
in concurrence, the bill was given its
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed under suspension of the rules, in
concurrence.

From the House: Majority repert of
the committee on judiciary, ought not
to vpass, on Resolve in favor of Michael
‘Burns: minority report of the same com-
mittee. ought to pass

In the Fouse the report of the minor-
ity was accépted and the bill was passed

to he engressed.

On motion by Mr. Cole of York, the
Senate voted to non-concuv with the
Fouse and on further motion by the

same Senator the majority report, ought
not to pass. was accepted and sent
down for concurrence.

Specially Assigned

The President laid before the Sen-
ate, House 258, Resolve appropriating
money for the completion of the pur-
chase of the farm acquired for the
purpose of scientific investigation in
agriculture in Aroostook County, also
for the erection of buildings on sail
farm.
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Mr. MURPHY of Cumberland: Mr.
President, as I understand it, in 1913
a resolve was passed by this Legisla-
ture appropriating $10,000 for the pur-
pose of purchasing a farm in Aroos-
took countyv to be used for scientific
purposes. I vield the floor to any Sen-
ator that sees fit to advocate the pas-
sage of that resolve.

I would like an explanation as to why
they exceeded their autbority in spend-

ing $23,000, when the appropriation
calls for $10,000.
Mr. BARTLETT of Kennebec: Mr.

President: 1 hope that the members of
the Senate will feel to agree with me
that this resolve should have a pas-
sage. This matter came before the
Committee on Agriculture, of which I
am a member, and the situation as it
developed, and as I understand it,
as follows:

was

Two years ago it was supposed to the
liegislature that an appropriation of
$20,000 should be made for this farm
for experiment purposes, and a com-
promise was finally made on that and
only $10,000 appropriated.

The committee which had the carry-
ing out of the purposes of the resolve
went into Aroostook county and en-
deavored to get a farm on the basis of
the appropriation, but were not able
to do so, and I think all the members
ot the l.egislature who are conversant
with the sjituation in Northérn Aroos-
took, in the valley of the Aroostook
River, would know that wi... the prices
of farms there it would be a very small
farm that could be purchased for $%10,-
000.

They finally, in taking this matter

up,
came across this farm, about a mile
from DPresque Isle village, which was

somewhere from two hundred fifty to
two hundred seventy-five aeres, and in
taking the matter up they conferred
with Governor Haines as to what they
should do, feeling that that was the
propetr location for this farm, and that
that was probably the most satisfac-
tory thing that could be worked out for
the benefit and interests of the State.

I understand that Governor Haines at
that time told them that that was prob-
ably the best thing they could do, and
this information came before the com-
mittee at the time of the hearing. The
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committee co-operated with citizens of
Presque Isle, with the result that the
farm was purchased, and the State paid
$10.000, and the citizens of Presque
I1sle paid the balance, making a pur-
chase price of $20,000.

The farm had on it at that time a
barn., but no other buildings, and the
citizens of Presque Isle who had un-
dertaken this matter, in connection with
the State, went to work and built a
dwelling house, at a cost, as I under-
stand. of about $3400, and since that
time the State has had the benefit of
this farm. and the ownership has been
in that way.

The citizens of Presque Isle, at a
town meeting recently held. have voted
to assume the interest on this amount
which has been advanced by them, as
soon as the State takes over and pays
the balance for the farm.

When this matter came before the
committee, there was linked with it the
matter of an appropriation to carry on
the farm for the coming two vears, and
the committee, after considering the
whole matter, felt that the State should
not own the farm in connection with
anvbody else, felt that the committee
and the Governor had really sanctioned
the purchase of this farm, and felt it
was a proper thing for the State to
take over this farm and pay the re-
mainder of the purchase price., and own
it entirely. In doing this T understand
that the people of Presque Isle throw

in the building referred to, and also
assume the interest of carrying the
thing up to the present time.

The committee, in the matter of pro-
viding for carrying on the farm, cut
that appropriation, $10,000. which they
recommended be put into this pur-
chase, Teeling that it is a proper thing
for the State to buy the farm, and it
there was any deficiency to be made up
the citizens of Presque Isle would make
it up on the appropriation and carry it
on. and that they should be relieved of
the burden of carrying the investment
anv longer time.

1t seems to me that there is a moral
obligation on the Stale to take this
over, and T think they should pay the
210,000, and own the farm and have it.
And that is one of the worthy measures

wlich this legislature should pass.

1177

Mr. BURLEIGH of Aroostook: Mr.
President: I would say just a word.
The citizens of Presque Isle had their
annual town meeting this year and made
an appropriation to pay all the interest
that the town had incurred and the ex-
tra amount that was paid for the farm,
and that is to be presented to the State.
They didn't except anything.

They also took a vote in regard to a
schoolhouse that is worth $1500 or more,
a nice building that is situated on one
corner of the lot; and the town voted
that when the State paid for the farm
and received a deed that the town
should deed to the State the school-
house and the land upon which it stood.
This schoolhouse is a fine building, and
can readily be converted into a dwell-
ing-house for the help that the State
may need upon the farm. That is worth
at least $1500, beside the interest that
they carried on the extra amecunt.

Now this farm is situated on the
Presque Isle road, south of Presque Isle
village. It i« one of the nicest farms
in that section of Aroostook county.
There are between two and three hun-
dred acres of it, and there are different
qualities of land; there is high land
which is very light loam soil, and then
it goes down to a lower grade, so that
there are different kinds of land on the
same lot, by which they may carry on
experiments which will apply to nearly
every portion of the county and the
State. It is an ideal farm. T doubt ir
you could find a farm in Aroostook
county which will equal this farm for
the purpose for which it is purchased;
and the price is exceedingly low for the
location and the quality of the soil
there. I hope, Mr. President, that the
Senate will pass this resolve to finish
paying for the farm.

Mr. FULTON of Aroostook: Mr.
President, I will not take up the time
of the Senate at this late hour in the
proceedings, but I wish to say that this
matter of finishing paying for the farm
for conducting scientific experiments in
agriculture in Aroostook county is a
matter of vital importance to that coun-
ty. TUnlike many other counties we are
dependent upon our agricultural prod-
ucts for giving us everything that is
needed. I do not think the committee
that looked after the matter exceeded
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their duty. They first consulted with
the Governor. We are a family of coun-
ties, and assuming that each have a
fair opportunity we certainly feel in our
county that considering the amount of
appropriations we have there, compared
with the amounts given to other coun-
ties, that we are only asking a very
moderate amount. I trust the Senate
will see fit to favor us in this matter.

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. President:
getting an education in the business of
how to do things right without a guard-
ian, the scientific way of doing things
in Aroostook county.

This isn’t the first time that just such
a case as this has happened in Presque
Isle. For instance, in 1907, as a mem-
ber of the Legislature, as one of the
committee that voted to make good just

1 am

such a case as this, the building of a
normal school dormitory. They ex-
ceeded the appropriation by $13,000,

more or less, proceeded to Bangor, and
with a contractor made this arrange-
ment; finish this building up and you
can charge so much a day and so much
an hour for every man for working, and
so0 much for every article you put in
here; fix your own price.

That is the way they did. | saw the
bills and know what happened. That is
fact. This man was good enough to
trust the State of Maine, through these
people, to the extent of $13,000.

On another occasion, in order to show

their gratitude for that man in this
way, an appropriation was made for
Fort Kent, to install a heating-plant
there. TInstead of asking for bids on

that particular job, they handed it over
to the Bangor man, because they owed
him so much for trusting the State of
Maine to the extent of $13,000. Why,
any of us will do a job like that; any
of us will furnish goods, material and

labor, and fix our own price. I would
call your attention to the business
methods employed there, gratitude at

the expense of the State, handed out.

Now without any question some of
the same men were interested in this
case, I have heard the names men-
tioned, and I have heard them men-
tioned before. I know who did it.

Let me call your attention to this
little item on here:

The tax valuation for 1913 on that
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farm was $7750. I wonder how many
men here would give $20,000 for a farm
valued at $7750. I don't think many of
us would.

Again, T want to call your attention
to this fact. They had no business, no
right, to exceed their appropriation. It
is a questionable transaction. It would
look to any sane man it was a gues-
tionable transaction.

T want to read a section from the
Revised Statutes, section 22 of chap-
ter 2:

“No agent or officer of the State, or
of any department thereof, whose duty
it is to spend money under an appro-
priation by the legislature, and who
exceeds in his expenditure said appro-
priation, shall have any claim for reim-
bursement. Any such agent or officer
who shall violate the provisions of this
section shall upon conviction be fined
a sum equal to such excess of appro-
priation by him expended, and- impris-
oned in the discretion of the court. All
prosecutions under this section shall be
by indictment arid the fine inure to the

State.”
There is the case, a business propo-
sition. Now I have no doubt but what

this will be voted for, but you want to
distinctly understand that you know
what you are doing, and that we do
know a business proposition when we
see it. This is a business proposition
for Presque Isle and some of the people
interested there in it.

I move the indefinite postponement of
the bill.

Mr. SCAMMON of Hancock: Mr.
President, T am exceedingly sorry for
the Senator from Cumberland, Senator
Murphy, in feeling that the people of
Presque Isle are putting something over

the State.
In regard to this farm in Aroostoolk
county. This is not a DeForest Keyes

or Michael Burns case, but it is a case
where the people of Maine are putting
out dollars and getting a good farm in
return. I heard some of the testimony
before the committee, I heard the full
discussion in the House, as I was in
there at the time, and on either hana it
was understood that the State was get-
ting full return for the money put out.
Farms there are high, and in looking
the situation over they found it neces-
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sary to get a better farm for experi-
mental purposes than for an ordinary
kind of a farm. It was brought out at
the hearing, and in the House, that the
proper kind of a farm, necessary for a
farm of this kind, if it was to be ob-
tained there, if it was a case where the
State was not getting its money, that
would be one thing, but this is not the
case. I think it is conceded that the
money paid for this farm was not more
than amounts paid for similar farms in
that locality.

If the committee exceeded their au-
thority and vet got good returns for
their money, 1T do not see why this
should not go through. This State
a great corporation, and I do not think
we should quibble about §10,000 that
has been well expended.

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. President, i
just wish to make this statemen:*.
that at Machias it would have been
to the advantage of the XNormal
School  authorities to have finished
their job, but they did not exceed
their appropriation. At Gorham it
would have been to the advantage of
the State to finish that building, but

is

they did not exceed their appropria-
tion.
If it was up to a committee they

would have exceeded their appropria-
tion, and in every case they go wrong
when they do.

I move that when the vote is taken.
it be by the yeas and nays.

The pending question being on the
motion to indefinitely postpone, by
Senator Murphy a roll call was had.
Those voling yea (for indefinite post-
ponement), were Mr. Murphy—-1. Those
voting nay were: Messrs. Allen, Ames,
Bartlett, Boynton, Burleigh, Butler,
Chatto, Clark, Colby, Cole, Conant,
Dunton, Durgin, Emery, Flaherty, Ful-
ton, Garcelon, Herrick, Jillson, Leary,
Teacock, Price, Scammon, Swift,
Thurston. ‘Walker.—26. Absentees,
Messrs. Hastings, Moulton, Weld—32.

The resolve was then finally pass-
ed.

On motion by Mr. Walker of Som-

erset, it was
Ordered: Whereas the Mayor and
the music commission of the city of
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Portland gave a special invitation 1o
each member of the 77th legislature
to be present, with ladies, at a grand

concert in the City Hall Auditorium, -

Portland, on Feb. 18, 1915, and

‘Whereas many members availel
themselves of the privilege to attend
this splendid entertainment

Ordered, that the Senate and the
House, by the passage of this order
give public expression of their thanks
and their deep appreciation of the
thoughtfullness and courtesy on the

part of those extending the above
invitation.
Sent down for concurrence.

Orders of the Day

On motion by Mr. Cole of York, An
Act relating to the use of automo-
bhiles in the Town of Mount Desert in.
York County was taken from the ta-
ble.

On further motion by the same Sen-
ator the Dbill was given its several
readings and passed to be engrossed,
and sent down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Scammon of Han-.
cock, An Act to repeal Section 24 and
amend Section 25 of Chapter 3 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended Dby
Chapter 138 of the PPublic Laws of

1905, relating to printing of the re-
ports of the state department, was.
taken from the table.

On further motion by the samse

Senator, the bill was passed to be en-
acted.

On motion by Mr. Swift of Kenne-
bec: Senate Doc. 344, An Act to
amend the charter of the City of Au-
gusta, was taken from the table,

On further motion by the same Sen-
ator, House Amendment A (Senate
435.) was adopted in concurrence, ani
the bill as amended was passed to be
engrossed in concurrence.

Final
Committee on
presses.
(Presented out of order by Mr. Swift
of Kennebec.)

Reports

Railroads and Ex-

On motion by Mr. Clark of York,
Adjourned until 9 o’clock tomorrow:
morning.



