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SENATE.

Thursday, March 11, 1915,
Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer by Rev. F. V. Stanley ol
Hallowell.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Papers from the ¥House disposed ol
in concurrence.

From the House: Resolve appra-

priating momney to aid in the construc-
tion of a road in the town of Moscow.
Resolve appropriating money to aid
in building a highway in Caratunk
Plantation.
Resolve appropriating money to aid

in the repair of the River Road in
Pleasant Ridge Plantation.

In the House these three resolves
were received, given their several

readings and were passed to Dbe en-
grossed, under suspension of the
rules.

In the Senate, under suspension of
the rules, the several resolves were
received, given their several readings
and passed to be engrossed, in con-
currence. )

House Bills in First Reading.

House 422. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 34 of Chapter 15 of the Revised
Statutes as amended by Chapter 173
of the Public Laws of 1911 and Chap-
ter 78 of the Public Laws of 1913, re-
lating to the employment of superin-
tendents of schools.

House 543. Resolve in favor of
Geo’f’ge F. Phillips for State pension.

House 402, An Act to fix the sal-
aries of certain public officers.

House 220. Resolve authorizing the
land agent to sell and convey certain
lands in the public lots in Plantation
No. 383 in Hancock county.

House 119. Resolve guthorizing the
land agent to sell and convey a cer-
tain lot or parcel of land, situated in
the public lot of Dennistown Planta-
tion in Somerset county.

House 473. Resolve in favor of aid
in building a road in the towns of
Amherst, county of Hancock, and
Clifton, county of Penobscot.

House 319. Resolve in favor of

[
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building a road around Cook Hill in
the town of Jackson.

House 450. An Act for the prompt
payment of poll taxes.

House 506. Resolve in aid of navi-
gation on Sebec lake.

House 507. Resolve in aid of navi-
gation on Rangeley Lake, Mooselook-
meguntic Lake and Cupsuptic Lake.

House 508. An Act to make valid
the annual town meeting of the town
of Robbinston in the county of Wash-
ington. .

House 509. An Act and petition to
enlarge the powers of the Portland
Female Charitable Society.

House 510. An Act to incorporate
Winthrop Water Company.

House 511. An Act to enable New-
castle Lumber Company to erect and
maintair piers and booms In Big
Wood Pond in Somerset county.

House 512. An Act in relation to
the collecting and preserving of plans.

House 515. An Act to amend Sec-
tion one of Chapter 203 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1903, relating to the
preservation of town records of births,
marriages and deaths previous to the
yvear 1892.

House 528. An Act to create a
Board of Examination and Registra-
tion of Nurses.

House 529. TResolve for the com-
pletion of the purchase of the farm
and the erection of buildings thereon
of the farm purchased under the pro-
visions of Chapter 190 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1913, for the
purposes of scientific investigations in
agriculture in Aroostook county.

House 534. An Act to amend Chap-
ter 32 of the Revized Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to fishing in
the pool at Upper Dam and in the riv-

er from said pool to TLake Molly-
chunkamunk, in the county of Ox-
ford.

House 535. An Act to amend Sec-

tion 2 of Chapter 82 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 208
of the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
ice fishing in Lower XKezar pond, in
the town of Fryeburg in Oxford coun-
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ty, and in the town of Bridgton, in
Cumberland county.

House 536. An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 206 of
the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
fishing in Rapid river between Lower
Richardson lake and Umbagog lake,
and in Pond in the river, in the coun-
ty of Oxford.

Frouse 537. An Act to amend Chap-
ter 121 of the Private Laws of 1911,
relating to Board of Overseers of the
Poor of the city of Portland.

House 539. Resolve in favor .f
Jesse Bachelder.

House 540. Resolve in favor of
Harry J. Bean of Augusta, Kennebec
county. )

House 541. Resolve in favor of
George N. Holland of Hampden.

House 545. An Act to extend the

charter of the Casco Bay Water Com-
pany.

House 546. An Act to extend the
charter of the Washburn Water Com-
pany.

House 547. An Act to extend the
charter of the Bowdoinham Water &
Electric Company.

From the House: Majority and
minority report of the committee on
education on House 79, An Act to pro-
vide for the distribution of state school
funds. Majority report, ought not to
pass. Minority report, ought to Dpass.
In the House the majority report was
accepted.

The question being on the acceptance
of either report.

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr.
President, the interest of the people of
Maine in this question of the distribution
of school funds is very great. The ques-
tion iz an important one! It deals with
the largest fund raised by the State, for
any single purpose and it affects vitally
every city, town and plantation of the
State. More than that, it affects directly
the welfare of every school child in
Maine. It is a question that should be
setiled on no narrow ground of the in-
terests of one town or community as op-
posed to those of another, but rather
on the basis of equity and justice to
the people of Maine as a 'whole. It is
from that point of view that I have en-
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deavored for myself to consider the
merits and the demerits of our present
and of the proposed methods of distri-
bution.

And at the very outset let it be frank-
ly acknowledged that there are defects
in our present scheme of distributing
state funds. There are apparent, andg,
‘I have no doubt, real inequalities. But
no one has claimed that it is possible to
frame a measure that will with absolute
justice meet all the varied situationg of
an entire state presenting so dissimilar
conditions as Maine presents.

No one would welcome more than my-
self a law which would provide a meth-
od of distribution that in theory and
fact would provide exact justice in the
distribution of state school funds. But
there is honest doubt in the minds of
members of this legislature and very
widespread doubt in the minds of our
citizens whether any proposed method
iwould prove an improvement over the
one that is now in force. In the fact
of that doubt I hesitate and I believe
others should hesitate to enact legisla-
tion that will change the distribution of
a million and a half dollars every year.

Let us consider for a moment the his-
tory of this state school fund. The first
recognition of any state school fund in
Maine was made in 1828 ‘when provision
was made for the creation of a perma-
nent school fund to be derived from the
sale of lands. At this early date the
state recognized its wobligation as a
state to educate the youth. The income
from this fund was to be distributed on
the basis of the number of scholars and
from that time, eight years from the be-
wginning of our state-hood, to this .date
the census has been recognized as a
basis for school fund distribution. This
state school fund wag later augmented
by the income from taxes on banks and
from further sales of lands. The method
of distributicn remained the same.

Torth-three years ago the principle of
a mill tax was first recognized when
the legislature of 1872 created a general
tax of one mill on all the property of
the state for the benefit of the common
schools.

In the distribution of the funds thus
obtained the census method was con-
tinued and there is no record that there
existed any disposition on the part of
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the Jegisluture or of
change to anhy other.

State school fund legislation contin-
ued without any important change or
amendment from 1872 until 1907, a per-
ied of thirty-five years. Then a half mill
was added to the general state tax for
the support of common schools.

The acts of the legislature of 1909 with
reference to a state tax on wild lands
are fresi in the memory of the members
of this Senate., You will recall that
there had been a controversy, waged
with some fervor, on the matter of a
wild land tax. The people had become
persuaded that large properties were es-
caping their share of the burden of sup-
port of the activities and government of
the state. IIveryone apparently -was
anxious to find a way to tax these prop-
erties and this in face of an opinion of
tae courts that a special tax laid upon
them would be unconstituticnal.

the opeople to

As a result of the deliberations of the
legislature at that time the state com-
mon school fund was crcated by the as-
sessment of a sccond tax of one and a
half mills on all the property of the
state.

[ would call your attention especially
to the fact that this second mill and a
half was not levied in response to any
demand for a larger state educational
fund. No recommendation for a larger
state fund for education had been made,
no one so far as I know, advocated be-
fore any legislative committee and on
one in either branch of the legislature
spoke for the measure as primarily an
educational one. It was from the first
and to the end a proposition which had
as its purpcse the levy of a proper tax
on the wild lands for the henefit of all
the people.

This, T take it, was the reason for
introducing a new feature of school
fund distribution. This was the valu-
ation basis and it was connected in
this new measure with the census plan
in plain and straightforward recogni-
tion of the equity and rights of these
towns and cities that would otherwise
be required to suffer from the new law
rather than enjoy any of the henefits
of it.

These circumstances nf the enact-
ment of the school fund act of 1909 1
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cannot for myself forget because I be-
lieve that the members who then com-
mitted their constituencies to the new
act did so relying on the good faith
of the State to preserve at all times
their just rights.

But this history of State school
funds as written in the statutes is not
complete. There have been, as Sena-
tors know, several efforts to bring
about a change in the method of dis-
tribution of State school funds. The
first of these was in 1911 when a bill
to provide for a distribution of ali
funds on the census plan was pre-
sented. This bill had a considerable
backing because it was based on the
historic plan of the school census first
introduced as I have said in 1828 and
continunusly in operation since then.
The study that was made of the prob-
able effects of this new bill showed
conclusively that far from removing
any existing injustices it would only
increase them and create new ones.
Men who supported this measure on
its introduction themselves saw the
unequal results that would follow its
cnactment and later withdrew their
support from it.

The legisiature of that year, how-
ever, noting the difficulties of many
of the smalier and poorer towns en-
acted the School T qgualization Fund
law. It is evident that confusion was
in the minds of many of the members
of the legislature of 1911 even as it
exists among members of this legis-
lature as to this basis of distributing
school funds. That legislature created
a commission, a commission that in-
cluded membhers who represented ev-
ery phase of thought on this question.
That commission continued through a
period of two years, it held many hear-
ingg in all parts of the State, it re-
viewed the whole situation from the
beginning and it made to the legisla-
ture of 1913 a careful report showing
in detail the effects of all the proposed
methods of distributing school funds.

That report of the legislative com-
mittee was printed and was in the
hands of the members of the legisla-
ture two years ago. It has been
brought to the notice of members of
this legislature. You have read it and
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are fzmiliar with its contents. I shall
not speak of the report in detail, but
I must point out that this representa-
itive committee including men whose
fairness of mind cannot be questioned
were unable to agree on any Dplan
which all would admit would prove a
more satisfactory method than the
one then and new in practice.

If that is the case then I submit
that it is fair evidence that the peo-
ple of the State generally who have
not had an opportunity to study this
subject at close hand are themselves
in honest doubt as to what change, if
any, ought to be made. That, Mz
President, is my first reason for ask-
ing that this Senate accept and en-
dorse the majority report of the com-
mittee on education. I submit that
while there is so small an understand-
ing of the operation of the present
method and so much less a consensus
of opinion relative to any proposed
plan we are not justified in enacting
legislation which radically changes
the distribution of three million dol-
lars of public money within the next
two years.

Again we hear that the present
method has inconsistencies, that it is
unjust, that some towns have to tax

themselves heavily for education
while others escape. 1 admit the fact
that there are such inconsistencies.

I express here and now my desire to
help to correct them so soon ag a
measure, intelligible to the people,
and reasonahly certain to produce the
desired result can be formulated. But
there iz no such reasonable surety in
any measure that has yet been pre-
sented. The figures that have been
discussed while this measure haz
pended are those of the report of the
special commission I have just men-
tioned. But no one has claimed that
these figures would hold good for this
or any other year. In fact the ag-
gregate attendance in the schools of
any town will vary for different rea-
sons some of which will be beyond the
control of the school committees or
of the people as for example when an
epidemic should cause an interrup-
tion of attendance or the closing of
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schools. No one has attempted to
calculate or can calculate on any such
unforeseen cause. Again the changes
in the school years of different towns
will vary from year to year and there
would be no way of knowing what
provisions towns would have to make
for their schools if so uncertain a
method of distribution of State funds
should prevail.

Shall we make a mistake if we keep
to the present method until some plan
is proposed upon which the people
will agree that there is a reasonable
certainty of the results they desire?

While I am speaking on this point
I want to mention the fact that Maine
Las already done a great deal for
education by creating a three mill
State tax for common schools.

From the discussion we have had of
this matter of school funds the im-
pression may have been created that
Maine is not as a State acting gen-
erously in the support of schools.

Gentlemen, there can be no just ac-
cugation that this State as compared
with other states has been negligent
of her duty in this matter, The
State now raises as a State three mills
for the support of comrnon schools.

You will search in vain the laws of
all the states 1o find an instanc2
where by direct taxation any other
state has made more liberal pro-
vision than that.

Among the New England states
there is no other that does half as
well as Maine in State support of
education. I do not mean by this
the total of school support. I do
thean the proportion of school sup-
port borne by the State as compared
with that borne by the towns and
cities.

‘When people speak on this State
school fund they ought to understand
that in spite of any possible defects
in the method of distribution the
State is making a generous appropria-
tion for school support.

Because the present method of dis-
tribution involving principles that are
well established in the laws of the
State going back nearly one hundred
vears: because some consideration is
due to those localities that supported
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the wild land tax of 1309 and sup-
ported it as a tax measure and not as
an education measure; because a re
cess committee of the highest ability
found it impossible to agree on a bet-
ter plan; Dbecause there 1s no appar-
ent general public demand for a

change in the method; and because
this measure which is before you is
extremely uncertain in its effect, I

ask you to adopt thé majority report
of the committee on education.

Mr. MURPHY of Cumberland: Mr.
President, T have had the honor o
serve on the Educational Committee
four times out of the last five sessions
of the Legislature. I have served on
the Portland School Board ten years.
I have made a study of the question
of education from start to finish.

Anybody would have the impres-
sion that the State of Maine was
backward in educational matters. 1t
is a mistake. We want to correct
that impression. The State of Maine
is the best State in the Union to sup-
port education. It does the most for
it of any State in the TUnion. No
cther State in the United States taxcs
all the people three mills on the dol-
ar and distributes it in the propor-
tion that we do among the people of
the State. The state of Massachu-
sctis sets aside a few hundred thou-
sand dollars to relieve a few needy
tewns; that is their extent.

Again, I want to say that this State
does more than some of our friends
are aware of for education. For in-
stance, I hear a lot about the wild
lands of the State, the small towns of
the State, and the bare-footed boys,
and all that sort of thing. our op-
ponents never give the Educational
Committee credit for the good work
done, and we have been doing goof
work in the last session of the legis-
lature, and to a greater extent than
ever before.

For instance, we will take the wild
lands. I never hear anyone mention
the fact that we appropriated last
year $23,000 to be expended in the
wild land country, in the unorganized
townships exclusively — Somerset.
Franklin, Piscataquis, Kennebec and
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Oxford counties—3$23,000 expended to
bring in less than one thousand boys
and girls to the schools in the unor-
ganized townships, paying their
board, paying their conveyance, furn-
ishing fuel and teachers.,

What is this wild land tax they are
talking so much about? Ask any of
them, if any of them can answer the
question. It was $45,000,000 a year
ago. It will be $46,000,000 or 3$47,-
000,000 for the next few years. How
much is that at three mills? One
hundred and thirty-five thousand dol-
lars approximately. Two milis of that
is appropriated just as the gentlemea
want it here—the majoroty of them
two mills on census. That means dis-
tributed on scholars, whether they go
te school or not; each town gets so
much per scholar for every individual
betiveen the ages of five and twenty-
one years, whether they go 10 school

or not. That is the way they wanted
it; that is the way they contended
here for years, up to within two
years.

That leaves one mill stiil on valua-
tion, $45,000. We are willing to ad-
mit that we get some of that $35,000 1n
Cumberland county. It was intendal
that we should. Cumberland county
participated in the malking of that
l2il1; they knew what they were doing.
So do all the other counties get as
much in proportion.

To go back—there is over
added to that fund from the bhanks
and trust companies of this State,
and they are not in Aroostook, nor wn

$312,000

the wild lands; they are In the big
cities. That $312,000 is all appro-
priated on census, S0 much per
scholar. I think that offseis the $135,-

000 wild land, and only one third go-
ing to the so-calied rich counties.

Speaking about reaching the small
tcwns—do you call it reaching the
small towns when you take away $200
from Baileyville, a town that appro-
priates $1100 for schools and give o
the extent of $1700 to Machias, a
tcwn that only appropriates $150 lo-
cally for schools? Is that aiding ths
small town? Where was that money
ceming from, and how much was it
tLey were getting back?
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They were going to give to York
county, Androscoggin county, and
Aroostook county—York, $110,000, An-
droscoggin, $100,000, Aroostook, $193,-
000—despite the fact that each of the
three counties, approximately valued
at $41,000,000, had the five-mill tax—-
that would be $205,000. Just think of
the inequality of it! Aroostook was
going to get $193,000, leaving a bal-
ance of $12,000 for State taxes. York
was going to cough up $105,000, and
Androscoggin about the same,

After considering this thing for
years, and making a study of the

question with such up-to-date men as
Carl Milliken and Alton Wheeler, onc
of the best men that has ever been
here, we did make a report here, and

we did make certain recommenda-
tions, but they deliberateiy passed
them over. 1 will read the Ilast

recommendation we made:

“The plan of aggregate attendance,
including all schools and eliminating
aid to secondary schools for any pur-
pose whatever, is one that should in -
vite careful consideration of the peo-
ple.”

If aggregate attendance is proper in
common schools, T can’t see why it
isn't proper in high schools. Why
cut out the high schools, and clamor
for a great appropriation for the Uni-
versity of Maine to the extent of per-
haps $250,000 for the next two years?

Speaking about reaching the small
towns, there is no way that can reach
them like the way this committee has

endorsed and worked for for years,
by a large equalization fund. The
equalization fund reaches only the

poor towns. It doesn‘t reacn the un-
deserving town and say to them:
“Here is a thousand dollars more than
you want for school purposes.’

It gives to the towns that tax them-
selves out of the appropriation for
school purposes five mills, or four and
a half, or six mills—it hands them
over so much. You never hear a word
about the equalization fund, but as a
matter of fact $40,000 was expeunded
for equalization purposes last year.

During my experience in the legis-
Jature that has grown from nothing
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up to $40,000, and we have a bill in here
making it $50,000 for the next two
vears.

You say why should the cities ask
for aggregate attendance in high
schools as well as in common schools?
For this reason: the appropriation
asked for the next two years, for high
schoois, will be $140,000, the largest
ever asked for. This money is appro-
priated on this basis: any town or
city that maintains a high school will
bhe re-imbursed by the State to the
extent of $500—mo more—mo matter
how many scholars you have; it does-
n't make any difference. The small
town of 25 scholars gets just as much
as Portland, that has 1700 in the high
school, despite the fact that the cost
of our high school is over $50,000. The
small town gets off for $750—$500 paid
by the State. The State pays $500,
and sometimes pays extra for indus-
trial training, so called, in the same
proportion that it re-imburses the city.

If we really want to look after the
interssts of the scholars of Maine,
why don’t we change some of the
taxes taken from the school funds?
Never hear a word about that. For
instance—training schools—that is the
normal-gchools—$85,000; schooling of
children in unorganized townships,
$23,000: superintendents of schools in
towns having unions for superinten-

dency, $60,000 last year. Mostly the
$60,000 2o0es to the small country
schools, because hy combining they

can get re-imbursed to the extent of
two-thirds of the salary of the super-
irtendent. We mayv pay our superin-
tendents in the cities $2500 or $3000, but
we only get the same amount.

One reason why we talk about this
duestion of aggregate attendance in
high schools as well as in tht common
schools is this: Cumberland cunty pays
one-fifth of the whole $140,000, or is
responsible for it. Aroostook county
gets back just about as much as we
do; but we don’t find any fault with
that.

Speaking about aggregate atten-
dance, I am going to tell you the way
it hits a few small towns. For in-
stance, take Bagle lake, in Aroostook
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County. They propose to give them
$562 more than they are getting now,
despite the fact that Eagle Lake
appropriated only $200. Therefore
they would have a surplus. Take
Fort Kent, for instance. They pro-
pose to give them $4155 more than
they have been getting, despite the
fact that they only appropriate local-
ly 3$400. They would have a surplus
just the same. Frenchville, they pro-
pose to give $819 more than they have
been getting; they appropriate locally
$375; they would have a surplus.
Grand Isle they propose to give $2400
more than they have been getting;
they appropriate $250, that is all. Here
is the little town of Hodgdon, they ap-
propriate locally $1800 for schouols;
they are going to aid that town §51.
Is that a square deal? Does that work
out good? Madawaska they propose
to give $1674 more than they are get-
ting. They appropriate $325 lowally
for schools. What are they going to
do with the balance, the surplus?

Merrill they are going to give $566
more. They appropriate locally §$320.
You can go on with dozens of towns
just like that, in the same way. For
instance, they propose to take from
Allagash $426. Now they already ap-
propriate $107. Therefore if you take
it away you will have to give $426 and
$107. That isn’t helping the small
town any.

Here are some of the difficulties that
confront you if you change the law.
For instance, there are six normal
school towns in this State. There are
several hundred scholars in those
towns known as model scholars. They
are getting their education practically
free from the State of Maine, but ag-
gregate attendance would include them
just the same. You would have to
amend the law to start with. For in-
stance, Presque Isle has 400 scholars
in the model school, for which they
pay 32500 towards their education, but
that is only one-half of what it is
worth. I don’t say anything of the
advantage of attending normal school
for manual training and domestic
science, where expensive teachers are
employed.

Supposing we enact this law. What
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are you going to do with the eighty-
cents-per-inhabitant law? ‘Where
would it fit into these towns right
here?

Gentlemen, I don’t think there is
any necessity of my taking any fur-
ther time on this subject. We can go
on for an hour, talking after that
style, but we do want to call your at-
tention to the fact that we cannot see
anything bhut trouble to come from
changing the law.

For instance, the parochial schools
in Aroostook county are public schools,
and the sisters are counted in as pub-
lic school teachers. Therefore in this
enumeration Aroostook county would
be counted in. But when you come to
Androscoggin, York, Cumberiand and
Kennebec counties, they are not count-
ed in the enumeration, because they
are parochial schools, no allowance

for reimbursing them. But that is
where the money comes from.
Gentlemen, I don’t think there is

any need of talking any further on
this subject. I just simply wanted to
show you that the Committee had en-
deavored in every way to look after
the educational interests of this State
as they see them, and they have done
it year after year.

Mr. BURLEIGH of Aroostook: Mr.
President, I move that when the vote be
taken it be taken by the yeas and nays.

The question being on the acceptance
of either report of the committee on
education on An Act to provide for the
distribution of state school funds. The
Senator from Somerset, Senator Walker,
having moved the adoption of the ma-
jority report, in concurrence.

A suflicient number arising therefor
the yeas and nays were ordered and the
Secretary caflled the roll. Those voting
yea, in favor of the majority report,
were Messrs, Allen, Ames, Bartlett, But-.
ler, Chatto, Clark, Colby, Cole, Conant,

TFlaherty, = Garcelon, ®Herrick, Jillson,
I.eary, Moulton, Murphy., Peacock,
Price, Scummon, Swift, Walker, Weld—

22. These voting nay were Messrs.
Boynton, [Burleigh, Dunton, Durgin,
Fulton, Thurston—6. Aibsentees—NMessrs.,

Emery, Hastings—2.
Twenty having voted yes and six hav-
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ing voted no, the majority report was
accepted in concurrence,

_The bill was then given its first read-
ing.

¥From the House: Reports A and B of
the committee on judiciary, on House 8,
iAn Act to incorporate the Kennebunk

‘Water District. Report X, ought to

pass, Report B, ougit not to pass.
In the House Report B was gccepted.
On motion by Mr. Flaherty of Cumber-
land Report B, ought not to pass, was
accepted in concurrence.

The following bills, petitions, etc.,
were presented, and on recommendation
of the committee on reference of bills,
were referred to the following commit-
tees:

Judiciary.

By Mr. Dungin of Piscataquis. An Act
to amend Section 9 of Chapter 181 of
the Laws of 1911, relating to the practice
of embalming and the transportation of
the bodies of persons who have died of
infectious diseases. (Ordered printed
and referred.)

By the same Senator: An  Act to
amend Section 5 of Chapter 61 of the
revised Statutes, relating to marriage
and the registration of vital statistics.

Bills in First Reading.

Senate 293. Resolve, in favor of the
treasurer of State to enable him to
properly balance and settle accounts
with the various cities, towns and plan-
tarions for the year nineteen hundred
fourteen.

Senate 294 An Act to enable the State
of Maine to balance and settle its ac-
counts with the wvarious municipalitics
of Miaine on the first day of December
of each year.

Senate 295. An Act to amend Section
one hundred fifteen of Chapter fifteen
of tie Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter one hundred six of the Public
Laws of nineteen hundred nine, as fur-
ther amended by Chapter one hundred

‘eighty-six of the Public Laws of nine-

teen hundred eleven and as further
amended Dby Chapter forty-five of the
Public Laws of nineteen hundred thir-
teen, relating to the appropriation for
the support of the Normal and Train-
inz schools.

Senate 296 Resolve, in favor of the
publication and circulation of a school
text in civics, local geography and locai
history.

Senate 297. An Act to change the
name of Maine Industrial school for
@irls, and to change the name of princi-
pal to that of superintendent.

Senate 298, An Act to repeal Section
twenty-five of Chapter one hundred
forty-three of Revised Statutes of nine-
teen hundred three, relating to the com-
mitment to the Maine Industrial school
for girls.

Senate 209. Resolve, in favor of re-
building a bridge across the Dennys
river hetween the towns of Dennysville
and ISdmunds.

Senate 300, Resolve in favor of surveys,
plans and estimates for a new interstate
bridge between Maine and Naw Hamp-
shire (\With statement of facts.)

Senate 301. Resolve, for aid in re-
pairing highway in the town of Orne-
ville, Piscataquis County.

Senate 302. Resolve, in favor of re-
pairing the bridge across the Machias
river in the town of Whitneyville.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Swift from the committee on banks
and banking on bill, An aAct to amend
Section eighty-nine of Chapter forty-eight
of the Revised Statutes of nineteen hun-
dred three, relating to foreign investment
corporations (Senate No. 216), reported
same ought to pass.

The same Senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to amend Chapter
forty-eight of the Reviged Statutes, re-
lating to savings banks (Senate No. 153),
reported same ought to pass.

Mr. Allen from the committee on inland
fisheries and game, on resolve providing
for the screening of Parker pond in Xen-
nebec and Franklin counties, reported
same ought to pass.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to amend Chap-
ter thirty-two of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter two hundred and
six of the Public Laws of nineteen hun-
dred and thirteen, relating to the juris-
diction of the commissioner of sea and
shore fisheries, reported same ought to
pass.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to regulate fish-
ing in Horseshoe pond in the county of
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Piscataquis, reported the same in a new
draft under title of bill, ‘“An Act addi-
tional to Chapter thirty-two of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by Chapter
two hundred and six of the Public Laws
of nineteen hundred and thirteen, relat-
ing to fishing in Horseshoe pond, in West
Bowdoin College Township, so called, in
the county of Piscataquis, and that it
ought to pass.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to amend Chapter
thirty-two of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter two hundred and
six of the Public Laws of nineteen hun-
dred and thirteen, relating to fishing in
portions of Rangeley stream, Kenneba-
go stream and Little Kennebago stream,
in the county of ZFranklin and in the
county of Oxford, reported the same in a
new draft under the same title, and that
it ought to pass.

Mr. Weld from the committee on in-
terior waters on Dbill, An Act relating to
the Clark Power Company, reported that
the same ought to pass.

Mr. Cole from the committee on judi-
ciary on bill, An Act to extend the pow-
ers of the Limerick Water and Electric
Company, reported that the same ought
to pass.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to amend the
charter and extend the powers of ‘the
Highland Water, Light and Power Com-
pany, reperted the same in a new draft
under the same title and that it ought to
pass.

Mr. Walker from the commitiee on
legal affairs on bill, An Act to incor-
porate the Maine Real Estate Title Com-
pany, reported the same in a new draft
under the same title and that it ought to
pass.

Mr. Dunton from the committee on
mercantile affairs and insurance on Dbill,
An Act relating to the amortization of
bonds of life insurance companies (Sen-
ate No. 97), reported same ought to pass.

Mr. Swift from the committee on taxa-
tion, on Resolve making an appropriation
for the purpose of obtaining information
in regard to wild lands for the purposes
of taxation, reported same ougut to pass.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee, on Resolve for the appointment
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of delegates to the conferences of the-
National Tax Association, reported same
ought to pass.

The reports were accepted and the sev-
eral bills and resolves tabled for print-
ing under the joint rules.

Mr. Walker from the committee on edun-
cation, on Resolve in favor of the Maine-
Teachers’ Association to assist in the
publication of bulletins and a journal of
proceedings (Senate No. 66), reported
same ought not to pass.

Mr, Allen from the committee on inland
fisheries and game, on Remonstrance of
Emery Hall and sixty-four others against
the enactment of a law against snaring
foxes in the towns of Lubee, T1rescott,
Whiting and Cutler, reported same Dbe-
placed on file.

The same senator from the same com-
mittee on bill, An Act to prohibit the use
of firearms in the town of Addison, re-
ported same ought not to pass.

Mr, Conant from the committee on sal-
aries and fees, on bill, An Act to amend
Section one of Chapter one wundred nine
of the Public Laws of nineteen hundred
five, relating to the compensation of
county attorneys, reported same ought
not to pass.

Mr. Swift from the committee on taxa-
tion on bill, An Act to amend Section six
of Chapter nine of the Revised Statutes,
relating to taxation, as amended by
Chapter one hundred seveniy-nine of the
Public Laws of nineteen hundred eleven
(Senate No. 37), reported same ougiht not
to pass.

Mr. Bartlett from the same committee,
on Resolution of Aroostook county Po-
mona Grange against the passage of the
bill exempting neat stock from taxation,
reported that the petitioners have leave
to withdraw.

The reports were accepted and sent
down for concurrence.
Passed to Be Engrossed.
House 309. Resolve appropriating

nioney to aid in the construction of a
highway in the towns of Greenwood
and Woodstock. '

House 317. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in building a bridge-
across the Carrabassett river in the
town of Kingfield. (On motlon by



Mr. Herrick of Franklin, tabled pend-
ing second reading.)

House 318. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in building a bridge in
the town of Crystal.

House 320. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing a bridge
across the Aroostook river in the
tewn of Ashland.

House 321, Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing a highway
in the town of Solon.

House 364. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing a highway
in the town of Concord. -

House 365. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing the main
highway leading from the town of
Franklin in Hancock county to the

town of Cherryfield in Washingto«
county.
House 471. Resolve appropriating

money to aid in repairing a road in

the town of Abbot.
House 472, Resolve

money to aid in

appropriating
repairing a Dbridge

across the Piscataquis river 1In the
town of Howland.

House 474. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing Seboeis

bridge in the town of Howland.

House 475. Resolve appropriating
money for the repair of roads in In-
dian Township.

House 476. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in the repair of Mill
Cove bridge. in the town of Robbins-
ton.

House 477. An Act to extend the
charter of the Kastport bridge.

House 478. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing a bridge
across the Penobscot river 1in  the
towns of Enfield and Howland.

House 479. Resolve appropriating
money to aid the town of Merrill in
building a bridge.

House 480. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in constructing a road
in the Plantation of New Canada and
providing for the future maintenance
thereof.

House 481. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing a road in
the town of Columbia, Washington
county.
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House 482. Resolve appropriating
money to aid in repairing the Inter-
national bridge between the towns of
Van Buren, Maine, and St. Leonard’s,
New Brunswick,

House 484, Resolve appropriating
money for the payment of expenses of
exhibiting and premiums on fruit at
the New England ¥Fruit Show.

House 486. Resolve appropriating
money to carry out the provisions of
Chapter §2 of the Public Iaws of 1911,
relating to the sealing of weights
and measures,

House 487. An Act to create a crop
pest commission,

House 488. Resolve appropriating
money for the maintenance of the
Burcau of Horticulture,

House 498. Resolve in favor of the
State Board of Charities and Correc-
tions for expenses during the years
1915 and 1916, in lieu of the sum pro-
vided by Chapter 196 of the Public
Laws of 1913.

House 499. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 1 of Chapter 90 of the . Publiz
Laws of 1911, entitled “An Act relai-
ing to the protection of smelts along
the coast of Maine from Casco Bay %9
Fenobscot Bay.”

House 500. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 8§ of Chapter 325 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1897, fixing the
salary of the recorder of the municipal
court of Waterville,

IHouse 501. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 13 of Chapter 120 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1899 as amended
by Chapter 233 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1913, relating to the
salary of the judge of the municipal
court in the town of East Livermore.

House 502, An Act to amend Sec-
tions 21 and 22 of Chapter 123 of the
Revised Statutes, relating 10 ob-
s¢iructing oflicers in the discharge of
their duties.

House 503. An Act to provide for
ccndueting scientifiec investigalions
hearing upon the agriculture of
Aroostook county.

Heuse 504, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 44 of Chapter 41 of the Revised
Statutes as amended, relating to the

taking of smelts in tide waters.
Senate 287, Resolve appropriating
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roney to aid in rebuilding a bridge in

the town of Cutler.
Senate 288. Resolve

money to aid in Dbuilding a

appropriating
bridge

across Sourdabscook stream in the
town of Hampden.
On motion by Mr. Herrick of

Franklin the vote was reconsidered
whereby the resolve for aid in re-
building a highway across the Cara-
basset river in the town of Kingfield,
was tabled.

On further motion by the same
Senator the resolve was given its sec-
ond reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Passed to Be Enacted.
An Act to amend Chapter twenty-one

of the Revisad Statutes by including
shooting galleries in the provisions
thereot.

An Act to incorporate the Salisbury

Cove Water Company.

An Act to amend Section two of Chap-
ter thirty-ttwio of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter two hundred six
of the Public Laws of nineteen hundred
thirteen, relating to ice fishing in For-
est lake, in Cumberland county.

An Act additional to Chapter two aun-
dred and ninety of the Private and Spec-
ial Laws of nineteen hundred and
eleven, relating to the authority of the
Rumford and Mexico Water District to
take land in the plantation of Milton.

An Act to establish a minimum wage
for State House employees.

An Act to amend Sections twenty-five
and thirty of Chapter nine of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the taxa-
tion of the property of corporations.

An Act to amend Section sixty-two of
Chapter fifteen of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Section thirteen of Cihap-
ter forty-eight of the Public Laws aof
nineteen hundred five, and as further
amended by Chapter eighty-eight of the
Public Laws of nineteen hundred eleven,
providing for the tuition of High School
scaolars in towns having no Free High
schools.

An Act additional to Chapter thirty-
two of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter two hundred and six of
the Public Laws “of nineteen hundred

ot
=)
ot

and thirteen, relating to ice fishing in
Passadumkeag river, in the counties of
Penobscot and Hancock.
An Act additional to the Charter of
the Penobscot Bay Electric Company.
An Act to extend the Charter of the
Lubec, East Machias and Machias Rail-
way Compauny.
ot

An Act to incorporate the town

Chapman in Aroostook -county.

An Act to amend Section one of Chap-
ter thirty-five of the Public Laws of
nineteen hundred and eleven, relative
to the better protection of forests along
railroads from £re.

An Act to set off a part of the town
of <Centerville and annex the same to
the town of Northfield.

An Act to amend Section sixteen of
Chapter one hundred twenty-eight of the
Revised Statutes, relating to injuries to
fruit gardens.

An Act to amend Section six of Chap-
ter one hundred and twenty-two of the
Revised Statute relating to the penalty
for manufacturing or having in posses-
sion implements and material for count-
erfeiting.

An Act to amend Secticn eleven of
Chapter one hundred and twenty-three
of the Revised Statutes, relating to the
reception of Dbribes for mneglect of duty
by Sheriffs and other officers.

An Act to amend Chapter one hundred
and four of the Public Laws of nineteen
nundred and five relating to Insane
Criminals.

An Act to extend the Charter of the
Quebec Extension Railway Company.

An Act to extend and amend the Char-
ter of the Fairfield and Skowhegan Rail-
way Company.

An Aect to amend Section 97 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 45 of the Pub-
lic Liaws of 1905, as amended by Chap-
ter 87 of the Public Laws of 1909, as
amended by Chapter 29 of the Public
Laws of 1911, as amended by Chapter
162 of the Public Laws of 1913, re-
lating to the appropriation for the
schooling of children in unorganized
townships.

An Act to amend Section 3 of
Chapter 58 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating to the State certification of
teachers of public schools.

N



ot

An Act to amend Section 48 of
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to hunting on
Kineo Point, in Kineo, in thne county
of Piscatacuis.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in certaia
waters in Township No. 6, Range 2,
N. B. K. P, or Forsyth Township,
and in Township No. 6, Range 1, N.
B. K. P, or Holeb Township, in the
county of Somerset.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic T.aws of 1813, relating to fishing
through the ice in Martin Pond,
sometimes called Long Pond, in The
Forks Plantation, in Somerset county.

An*® Act relating to the adjustment
and payment of fire losses by insur-
ance companies.

An Act authorizing the Greenville
Light and Power Company to sell and
cenvey its properties and franchises
to the Penobscot Bay Electric Com-
pany.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Lincoln Light and Power Company.

An- Aet providing for punishment
of certain offenses against habitations
and other huildings.

An Act to amend Section 9 of
Chapter 69 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the authority of guardians
of persons over 21 years of age.

An Act to amend Section 17 of
Chapter 77 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to proceedings if husband or
wife refuses to release interest in real
estate.

An Act to allow transportation com-
ranies to issue free or reduced rate
transportation to their employees
holding State, county or municipal
ofTices.

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 65 of the Revised Statutes, relaf-
ing to proceedings of judges of
probate in vacation.

An Act to amend Section 6 of Chap-
ter 489 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1901, entitled, “An Act to
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supply the town of Lubec with pure
water.”

Special Assignments

Senate 211. An Act to amend Sec-
tion § of Chapter 188 of the Public
Laws of 1911, as amended by Chap-
ter 37 of the Public Laws of 1913, re-
lating to the appropriation for th=a
encouragement of industrial educa-
tion.

On motion by Mr. Murphy of Cum-
berland, the bill was assigned for sec-
ond reading tomorrow morning.

Majority report, ought to pass, and
minority report, ought not to pass,
from committee on judiciary, on An
Act permitting the use of automobiles
in the town of Mount Desert.

The question Dbeing on the adop-
tion of either report, Mr. Durgin of
Piscatayuis moved that the minority
report, ought not to pass, be substi-
tuted for the majority report.

Mr. DURGIN: Mr. President and fel-
ow Senators. I shall occupy only a few
minutes of your time, for two reasons.
The first perhaps is because physicaliy
1 ro nol feel able to tallk but a ifew min-
utes, and secomidly hecause it is not nec-
essary, from my point of view, to spend
very muca of the Senate’s time in pre-
senting this issue as I see it

I may 3ay. in the first instance, that
I have no personal interest im this ques-
tion at all, aside from the interest of
a member of this Senate. T am not a
resident of that county. I own no prop-
erty in Mount Desert, and never expect
to. But I have taken some pains to dis-
cuss this matter iwith people in close
touch with the interests there, who
know or ought to know the conditions
and what is for the best interests of the
people relative to this matter

I knew thlat in discussing this matter—
T am informed not only in this instance
but in others by gentlemen in the cor-
ridors, that I am goimg wrong, but I
feel that my constituency extends miles
beyond the corridor, and hence I am in-
clined to use my best judgment rather
than the judgment of those who feel
that they are always right, and we fel-
lows ‘who disagree with them are always
WwWrong.
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1 want to give a Dbrief history of the
law witl relation to this subject matter
down there on the island of Mount De-
sert. In 1903 there was an act passed
by the Legislature excluding ‘autos from
certain roads (which were considered
dangerous in den. In 1907 a similar act
was pussed relative to Mount Desert. In
1909 a general act authorizing exclusion
from all roads on vote of towns, from
the roads on Mount Desert Island, and
Eden, Mount Desert, and Tremont, as
I am informed, accepted that act. In
1911 a way along the mwestern side to
Eden and Mount Desert was closed. 1
will say there is another report that
comes later, and it was a unanimous re.
port, which affects tiie western part of
this island, and which I may say mow
that so far as that matter is con-
cerned, I snall vote, as I have signed
the report ought to pass, I shall vote in
favor of it. That does not affect the
eastern part, but rather the western part
which allows travel out over certain
roads, and I believe that owght to pass.

In 1913 the act of 1911 was repealed as
to Eden and Mount Desgert, but only on
condition that Mount Desert 'accepted
the act. Upon acceptamce of the act
Mount Desert had authority to open or
close any of its roads at will, and a
referendum was attached, so tiat it hacd
the matter in its own hands.

Now this matter, as I am informed,
was passed upon at a special town meet-
ing in 1313, and that by & +vote of the
town of Mount Desert, they voted 292
to 18 not to accept the act of 1913. And
then again at an annual meeting, I think
in 1914, they voted wupon this matter
again and the vote was 231 to 58. There
are in this legislature at the opresent
time remonstrances against this act
signed by 308 residents of Mount Desert.
This aftects almost 'wholly the summer
residents, and I presume it will he ar.
gued that the summer residents are mil-
lionaires and perhaps should not have
the rights thlat ordinary people have,
and I do not know that I Tave any in-
born sympathy with millionaires, for I
am not of that «class, and yet 1 presume
they have the same right that ordinary
individuals ‘have or should have. They
have at least put their money in tiaere;
they have built up that town and have
added taxable property to that state,

w
@
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and they go there and have a quiet place
in ‘'which they desire to spend their sum-
mers and exclude the rattle and bustle
of automobiles. ’

Thaey will tell us that if autos are ex-

cluded it is an injury to business, but
since they have been excluded from
Mount Desert the valuation has in-

crefased $600,000, and is today $2,400,000, all
built up from summer business.

Tt may also be argued that autos
should go in there because they pay so
much money to the state, and that the
automobile money i3 used in building
roads, and hence they should Thave the
right to go Wdown there ‘and use their
automaobiles. But the automobile money,
if I understand the matter thoroughly,
is used in building trunk lines and not
in  building state aid roads, and the
state aid roads are more Pparticularly
for the use iof teams, rather than for
the usz of automobiles.

It nas been the policy of the state for
ter years, and of this legislature to al-
low those towns down there to pass
upon this question themselves, to say
by their votes whether they want their
roads open to use of automobiles. Why
should not these towmns be allowed the
same privilege that the other towns
nave had in determining that matter?
Wihy discriminate against these towns
and not give them this right?

T do not know whether I have -gone
over this intelligently, but the proba-
bility is that I Thave not. I have tried
to give you the reasons for my position
in this matter, and I believe that right
and justice dernand that the Senate give
this town tue right to determine
whether it wants automobiles to come in
there ovr not. ‘Hence I believe that the
Senate ought to say that tais law should
not pass.

Mr. COLE of York: Mr. President:
As one of the signers of the majority
report on this bill, “ought to pass,” I
simply wish to.offer a few remarks as
a reason for signing it.

Two vears ago this matter concerxn-
ing Bar Harbor was gone over vVery
carefnlly here, and the Senate of two
years ago, after hearing the matter
discussed in relation to Bar Harbor,
felt that there was so much merit in
opening up Bar Harbor—or the town
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of Eden—that it passed this body 25 to
5, if my memory serves me rigntly,
and felt it was of so much importance
that it carried with it the emergency
clauge; which this does not carry,
showing the feeling that was in this
Senate two years ago upon the auto-
mobile question in Bar Harbor.

The Senator whe has just spoken
happened to be cone of the five; I hap-
pened to be one of the twenty-five
two vears ago. Neither of us appar-
ently changed our minds, and conse-

quently we find ourselves on the
same committee lined up on oppo-
site eides, each honestly

entitled to
his own opinion. *

I know of no reason why Northeast
Harbor should be any different from
my town, or anyv more exclusive than
my town. We often go through the
streets of cities and large villages and
we see the gign posted: “Dogs, tramps
and peddlers not allowed here!” and
the place barred in. T wonder whether
under the conditions around North-
east Harbor the automobilist under
-this law is a dog, tramp or peddler. If
he is excluded by this law of exclu-
sion, your rights and my rights as a
citizen of the State of Maine, entitled
to travel over the property that is
ours in common, the highways of the
State, are denied us. We have absolute-
1y no right te travel over the highways
of Mount Desert, although the citizens
of Mount Desert are entitled to travel
over onr highways by any lawtul
method of travel.

The automobile is a lawful method
of travel. It has heen so defined in
cur Supreme Court, and being a law-
ful method of travel, T ask any man
here why you should say that the
automobile shall not be allowed upon
any highway in the State of Maine,
provided that highway is safe for
travel, any more than vou say that a
wagon or a vehicle of any description,
or even a person walking—that is onily
a method of travel-—should be denied
any citizen.

There seems to be no distinct justi-
fication in this age of the world for
any exclusion in any town in the State
of Maine. The Senator has said that
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the millionaires have some right which
cught to be respected. I want to say
to him that everyone respects the
right of a millionaire, and the poor
man has an egual right that should be
respected, and because the millionaire
wants to go there and expend his
money and live as he pleases, it is no
reason why the poor man who drives

a second-hand Ford car — perhaps
the hest he can afford—should not

have an opportunity to go down there
to visit hig friend who mows the lawn
of the millivnaire.

There is absolutely no reason un-
der our <Constitution why one man
should bhe given a privilege which an-
other man is denied, and there is no
reason under our Constitntion why
Northeast Harbor should he treated
any differently than my town of Eliot

or your town of Houlton, Mr. Presi-
dent.
If yvou want exclusion, I ask any

man of you who liveg in the country if
down in his heart he don’t believe
that he could take a petition and go
among the farmers of his town and
get an almost unanimous petition for
a law which would keep automobiles
off the highways of his town? And if
yvou are going to do it in one town, you
must, consistently, do it in every
town.

The automobile is not regarded as 2
friend of the common people, those
who have to use their teams on the
highways, bhut the people of the rest
of the State are not cocmplaining. They
are submitting to the inevitable and
the changed conditions of the times;
bhut simply because Northeast Harbor
and its so-called exclusiveness wants
to be considered as a little different
from some other places it conies to
this legislature and asks you to pass
class legislation.

We simply ask, Mr. President, that
every man be given an equal opportu-
nity under the law; that every may
he given equal protecticn under the
law; and that the same rights be ex-
tended under the law.

Let us look at the other interesis
of the citizens of Northeast FHarbor
There are a few, apparently, that are
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assert their
great opposi-
the poor man

independent enough to
rights in the face of a
tion. We all know that
is dependent upon the wealthy man
in the summer locality for his bread
and butter; it is his whole source of
income, directly or indirectly. There-
fore, if a man can stand up and as-
sert his independence, we all respect
him. There are men in Northeast
Harbor who have come here and
asked you to open up the roads of
Northeast Harbor, because as citizens
of the town of Mount Degert they be-
iieve that they have some rights which
should be respected, the same rights
under the constitution that you and
I have, regardless of the desires of
their neighbors to restrict them in
their rights.

Why shouldn’t any citizen of North-
east Harbor be able to own an auto-
mobile if he can aficrd cne, and enjoy
it upon the streets of Northeast Har-
bor, as a citizen of the State of Mainc,

simply because some millionaire who

happens to go there and has the price
to buy an estate wants to exclude him
from exercising his rights?

Why should you, my friends, put
upon him a restriction which you
wouldn't put upon yourselves in your
own town? Why should vou, living in
Mount Desert—if you were there—have
to compel your friend who comes in
an automobile to visit you to leave
that autoranobile outside the town, tied
to a hitehing post, and walk in the
last two or three miles over that road,
simply because some millionaire does-
n’t want to smell the edor of gasoline
around his place? lIs it any more dis-
tasteful to him than it is to you or
me?

Why, if you are going to exclude
them from Northeast Harbor, come up
to Kittery, where they average one a
minute during the summer months,
passing the doors of our people, and
exclude them. Almost all the auto-
mobiles coming into the State of
Maine come over that great highway.

If you pelieve in equal rights, where

over that great avenue 95 percent of
the traffic passes, and our children are
at the risk of their lives every minute
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of the day, we might as well be con-
sistent in one place as another.

It scems to me no argument and noe
reason why this measure should not
pass; why these people of Northeast
Harbor should come up here and ask
us to exclude the people of Southwest
Harbor, who have eqgual rights, from
passing over one of the highways
that is public and designed to get
them out into the rest of the world.
Do you believe that that is a proper
spivit for any town to show? Do
you helieve that is a proper spirit
for any millionaire to show? Don’t
you believe that the people of South-
west Harhor should have as good a
right to get out of their town through
any other town as you and I, and@ that
the people of Southwest Harbor should
have the right to get out of their town
or through the town over every road
by which they can get into the town,
if they want to traverse some other
road.

The highways, as I have said, are
the property of all the peopie. They
are maintained by the common funds
of all the people. They should be
open to all the people. The people
should have an equal opportunity to
travel over them Dby every legal mode
of travel.

There is one thing more. At  the
hearing before our committee came
the largest resident taxpayer of
Northeast Harbor, and fthe second
largest taxpayver of the town of Mount
Desert, and asked that this law be re-
pealed—the man who had the largest
property interest at stake Dbelieves
that the conditions are changing, and
his business—his summer hotel—was
becoming so changed that unless re-
lief were given he would be unable to
carry it on at a profit.

Now the citizens of the State of
Maine who have invested their money
ought not be punished in order to let
someone else have some little privi-
lege that is not granted to you or me.
‘We all know that the summer busi-
ness is changing from a permanent
business, where people come with
their families and remain all summer,
to a transient bhusiness, where auto-
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mobiles come today and leave tomor-
row, and another party takes their
place, and they are moving along ail
the time.

Now if Northeast Harbor is to be
excluded from this, then those people
who are dependent upon . automobile
parties, and whose property has heen
invested, and who are dependent upon
the income of their property for a
livelihood, and upon whose business
depends the livelihooa of those 1o
whom he gives employment, then I
say to you that you are doing an in-
justice to all those people if you don’c
give him an equal opportunity with
other hotel keepers, and don’t leave
the matter so that he will be on &
plant with everyone else.

Can you imagine summer people—-
young people—coming to Augusta to
spend the summer, and leaving their
automobiles in Waterville? Can you
imagine their coming here and leaving
their automobiles in Winthrop? But
that is what is to be done. And yet
there are summer people who come to
Northeast Harbor who claim they are
opposed to automobiles coming in
there, but they go to Southwest Har-
bor and go over the roads and the
streets of Southwest Harbor. They
are willing the people of Southwest
Harbor should smell gasolene; they
are willing that the children of South-
west Harbor should be subjected to
the danger of accident; but they want
to be protected themselves from their
enemy, the automobile,

1 don’t believe that a man who i3
conscientiously honest can vote other-
wise than to repeal this law, to give
every poor man in the State of Maine
a chance to see what they claim is the
most beautiful scenery on the coast of
Maine; and we may want to drive
down there some time ourselves and
see it.

I don’t believe there is a man her?
who can conscientiously vote to do
anything clse than to give the man in
Northeast Harbor an equal oppor-
tunity with the people with whom he
is competing on any other summer re-
mort on the coast. I don’t Dbelieve
there is a man here who will not give
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every citizen of Northeast Harbor the
same rights and privileges he would
give to every citizen of the State.
Unless you open this town and make
it on a par with other towns, you are
keeping on the statutes a law of ex-
clusion.

You are also doing one other thing,
and that is the stirring up of internatl
trouhle. Thege people are not agreed.
The preamble of our Constitution says
that our Constitution was adopted “to
establish justice and insure domestic
tranquility.” Let us forever put a
stop to these internal ‘differences, and
when we open these roads we will
insure domestic tranquility to the
Town of Mount Desert.

The PRESIDENT: The question 1s
on the adoption of the minorlty re-
port, ought not to pass.

Mr. DURGIN: Mr. President, I wish
to say just a word. Somehow or
other 1 dislike to have somebdy else

cut out the action for me along the
dictates of conscience. And even the
good Senator who has Jjust spoken

(Senator Cole), I hardly like to have
him say that no one can vote con-
scientiously here unless they vote as
he seeg it. It rather strikes me with
the little experience I have had in
the other end of the House and in this
Senate, that people generally vote
conscientiously. We do not zee things
alike, and I am almighty glad I d»o
not see things as some other Senators
do here, on this question and on
previous (uestions that have been dis-
cussed here and passed upon.

1 want to say to you that I believe
that when the vote is taken here
every Senator will vote as he con-
scientiously believes he ought to vote.
And if he chances to vote contrary (o
the Senator from York, T have an idea
that he may consult his conscience
when he votes. As T have said before
T am not personally interested in this
matter. I believe my position is
right. And I believe that people who
vote as I shall vote will vote right on
this question. T do not believe be-
cause some other Senator votes differ-
ently from the way I vote that he will
violate his conscience.



TGISLATIVE RECORD-—SENATE, MARCH 11.

The PRESIDENT: The
o1 the adoption of the
port, ought not to pass.

Mr. COLE: Mr. President, I move
that when the vote be taken it be
taken by the yeas and nays.

The question being on the adoptien
of the minority report, ought not to
pass, and a sufficient number arising
the yeas and nays were ordered. Those
voting yea were Messrs. Boynton, Bur-
leigh, Durgin, Flaherty, Herrick, Jill-
son, Murphy, Price—8. Those votinz
nay were Messrs. Allen, Ames Bart-
lett Butler, Chatto, Clark. Colby, Cole,
Conant, Dunton, Emery, Fulton, Garca-
lon, Leary, Moulton, Peacock, Scam-
mon, Swift, Thurston, Walker Weld—
21. Absentees—Hastings—1.

question 18
minority re-

Eight having voted no and twentiy
one having voted yes the motion Lo
adopt the minority report was lost.

The question recurring upon the
adoption of the majority report tha
same was adopted and the bill tabled
for printing under the joint rules.

Report of the committee on judi-
ciary, ought to pass, on an Act re-
lating to the use of automobiles in
the town of Mount Desert in Hancock
County.

On motion by Mr. Boynton of Lin-
coln the report was accepted.
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On motion by Mr. Cole of York thae
bill was tabled.

On motion by Mr. Murphy of Cum-
berland, the rules were suspendsd and
that Senator presented An Act t)
change the name of the Board of
Trade of Fortland, and the same was
referred to the Portland Delegation.

Mr. FLAHERTY of Cumberland:
Mr, President, the Portland Delega-
tion is united on that bill and I move
that the rules be suspended and that
the bill take its several readings and
be passed to be engrossed at this
time. It simply merges the Board of
Trade and the Chamber of Commerce.

The motion was agreed to and the
bill was given its two readings and
was passed to be engrossed and sent
down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Garcelon of An-
droscoggin, Senate 129, Resolve in fa-
vor of the Madawaska Training School
at Fort Kent for the construction of a
suitable dormitory building and for
providing furnishings for the same,
wag taken from the table, and on fur
ther motion by the same Senator was
passed to be engrossed and sent down
for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Butler of Knox,
Adjourned.



