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SENATE.

Thursday, March 4, 1915.

‘Senate called to order by the Prest-
dent.

Prayer by Rev. J. Langdon Quimby
of Gardiner.

Journal of previous session read and
approved. ’

Papers from the House disposed of
in concurrence.

From the House: Resolve in favor of
replanking and rebuilding the bridgs
between East DMillinocket and Milli-
nocket.

In the House the report of the com-
mittee on ways and bridges, ought not
to pass, was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Conant of Waldo.

the resolve was recommitted to the
comimittee, in non-concurrence and
sent down for concurrence.
House Riils in First Reading.
House 432. Resolve appropriating

money for the protection of trees and
shrubs from the ravages of dangerous
insects and diseases. (On motion by
Mr. Conant of Waldo, tabled pending
first reading.)

House 401. An
tions 4, 7 and 8 and adding Section
to Chapter 65 of the Public Laws
1911, relating to the Department
Labor and Industry.

House 404. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 11 of Chapter 116 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 53 of
the Public Laws of 1905, as amende:
by Chapter 183 of the Public Laws of
1907, relating to the compensation of
members of the guvernment.

House 408. An Act to amend Para-
graph nine of Section 13 of Chapter
nine of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the taxation of personal property
held by religious societies.

House 409. An Act to amend Section
25 of Chapter nine of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 16 of the
Public Laws of 1907, and to amend
Section 30 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the taxation of the property
of corporations,

House 411. An Act to regulate the

Act to amend Sec-
i2
of
of
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construction of mausoleums, or tomba,
to be used for permanent burial.

House- 412. An Act to establish a
minimum wage for State House em-
ployees.

House 413. An Act additional to
Chapter 290 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1911, entitled “An Act to in-
corporate the Rumford and Mexicd
Water District.”

House 414. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 206
of the Public Laws of 1913, relating
to ice fishing in Forest lake in Cum-
berland county.

House 413. An Act additional to
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 208 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to ice fishing in
Tilton, David and Basin ponds in the
town of Fayvette, and county of Ken-
nebec.

House 416. An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Stat-

utes, as amended by Chapter 208 of
the Public Laws of 1913, relating .0
fishing through the ice in Brewer

pond in the county of Pencbscot and
the county of Hancock.

House 417. An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 206 of
the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
ice fishing in Big Indian pond in St
Albans in the county of Somerset.

House 418. An Act additional .o
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to the pro-
tection of foxes.

House 419. An Act additional to
Chapter 22 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to ice fish-
ing in Passadumkeag river, sometimes
called Passadumkeag stream, in the
county of Penobscot, and the countv
of Hancock.

House 420. An Act to further amend
Section 62 of Chapter 15 of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 48 of the Public Laws of 1905, and
by Chapter 88 of the Public Laws of
1911, relating to High schools.

House 421. Resolve anvropriating
money for the town of Newfleld in
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payment of additional State school

funds for the year 1912.

House 424: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in Meadow Brook,
and its tributaries, in Stockton Springs
and Prospect in the County of Waldo.

House 425, An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to ice fishing
in Harlow pond in Parkman in the coun-
ty of Piscataquis.

House 426: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to the taking of white
perch in Little river in. Old Orchard in
the county of York,

House 435: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 244 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1905, as amended by Chapter 95 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909, and as
amended by Chapter 117 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1911, relating to the
Greenville Light & Power Co.

House 436: An Act to enlarge the pur-
poses of the New England Fish Co.

House 437: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 156 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1907, relating to the charter of the
Penobscot Bay Electric Co.

House 438: An Act to amend Section 3
of Chapter 211 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1835, as amended by Chapter 392
of the Private and Special Laws of 1905,
relating to the Bangor municipal Court.

House 439: An Act to amend Chapter
13 of the Private and Special Laws of
1911, as amended by Cnapter 103 of the
Private and Special Laws og 1913, relat-
ing to the Bingham Water District.

House 440: An Act relating to the ad-
justment and payment of fire losses.

House 441: An Act to amend Chap. 180
of the Private and Special Laws of 1913,
relating to the charter of the Farming-
ton-Oakland Interurban Railway.

House 442: An Act to amend Chapter
123 of the Private and Special Laws of
the year 1911, as amended by Chapter 143
of the Private and Special Laws of 1912,
relating to the charter of the Lubec, East
‘Machias and Machias Railway Co.

House 443: An Act to amend Chapter
217 of the Private and Special Laws of

LEGISLATIVE RECORD —SENATE, MARCH 4.

the year 1913, relating to the charter of
the Interurban Ferry Co.

House 444: An Act to allow transporta-
tion companies to issue free or reduced
rate transportation to their employes
holding State or county or municipal
offices, except on such travels as are or-
dered by the State or county or munici-
pality.

House 445: An Act to amend Chapter
61 of the Private and Special Laws of
1891, relating to Limerock Railroad Com-
pany.

House 446: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Rumford Falls and Bethel
Street Railway.

House 447: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Waldo Street Railway Com-
pany.

House 448: An Act to amend the char-
ters of the Thomaston Street Railway
Company, the Rockland Street Railway
Company, and the Camden and Rockland
Street Railway Company.

House 449: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Lincoln County Street Rail-
way.

House 451: An Act to incorporate the
town of Chapman in Aroostook county.

House 452: An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 166 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1887, entitled “An Act creating
the Fairfield Village Corporation,” as
amended by Chapter 303 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1407, as amended by
Chapter 242 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1903, and as amended by Chapter
50 of the Private and Special Laws of 1913,

House 453: An Act to change the name
of Mark Island, lying in Penobscot bay
in the County of Hancock, about two
miles east-southeast of Dark Harbor in
the County of Waldo, and in Latitude 44
15 30 N. and Longitude 68 52 W., to Reso-
lution Island.

House 394: Resolve in favor of James
J. Clement of Montville.

House 3%: Resolve in favor of Levite
V. Thibodeau.

House 396: Resolve in favor of Peter
Harmon of Thorndike.
House 397: Resolve in favor of Arthur

C. Smith, secretary of the committee on
State School for Boys and Industrial
School for Girls, for expenses of that
committee on visit to boys’ school.

House 400: Resolve in favor of W. A,
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Ricker, secretary of the committee

on
education.
House 402: Resolve in favor of the
State School for Boys.
House 427: Resolve in favor of reim-

bursinz the town of Norridgewock for
money paid out in support of Itugene P.
Hopkins and family.

House 428: Resolve appropriating mon’
ey to reimburse the city of Old Town for
the support of certain State paupers.

House 429: Resolve appropriating mow.
ey to pay the town of Merrill interest

upon its school fund.

House 430: Resolve in favor of the
town of Shirley for support of certain
State paupers.

House 431: Resolve in favor of Samuel
D. Erskine, Moses Erskine, Wilber I.
Tibbetts, Elmer H. Boynton and Delbert
L. Fowles.

House 432: Resolve in favor of the town
of Perry for expenses upon tue death of
a State pauper.

House 433: Resolve in favor
Bean for State pension.

of Lizzie

The following bills, petitions, etc.,
were presented, and on recommend:-
tion of the committee on reference of
Dbills was referred to the following
committees:

Agriculture.

By Mr. Herrick of Franklin: An
Act to amend Section 7 of Chapter 222
of the Public Laws of 1909, relating to
the licensing of dogs. (Ordered printed
and referred.)

Banks and Banking.

By Mr. Dunton of Penobscot: An
Act to amend Secction 80 of Chapter 43
of the Revised Statutes as amended by
Chapter 15 of the Public Laws of 1905,
relating to trust companies. (Ordered
printed and referred.)

Inland Fisheries and Game.

By Mr. Colby of Somerset: An Act
additional to Chapter 32 of the Revisaed
Statutes, a2s amended by Chapler 268
of the Public L.aws of 1913, relating tn
fishing in Jackson pond in the town of
Concord in the county of Somerset.

Judiciary.

By Mr. Goynton of Lincoln: Remon-
strance of B, C. Redonette ond 33 oth-

erg of T.incoln County against

change in the bhallot law.
L.egal Affairs.
By Mr. Cole of York: An Act reiat-
ing to willage corporations. (Ordered
printed and referred.)

any

Iy the same Senator: An Act to
amend Section 11 of Chapter 32 of the
Reviged Statutes, relating to steam

riding gallaries. (Ordered printed and

referred.)

Ways and Bridges.

By Mr. Peacock of Washington: An
Act to amend Sections 1, 2, 3 and 20
of Chapter 162 of Public Laws of 1311,
relating to the regulation of the speed
of motor vehicles. (Ordered printed
and referred.)

Bills in First Reading.

Senate 228, An Act to amend the
military law.
Senate 241. An Act to amend Sec-

tion 2 of Chapter 51 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1840, relating to the
Franklin County Agricultural Society.

Secnate 242, An Act to provide for
the care and maintenance of Mount
Desert Bridge, in the town of Trenton
in the county of Hancock.

Senate 243. Resolve in favor of aid
in rehuilding Spruce ¥Head Bridge in
the town of South Thomaston.

Senate 244, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 11 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 79 of the Laws of
1905, and further amended by Chapter
143 of the Laws of 1907, relating to the
boundaries of wayvs.

Senate 245. Resolve in favor of an
appropriation to repair bridge in the
town of Addison

Senate 246. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 71 of Chapter 83 of the Revised
Statutes. as amended by Chapter 24
of the TPublic Laws of 1913, in regard
to relecase or discharge of attachments.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Dunton from the commitice on
hanks and banking, to which was re-
ferred An Act to amend Section 2 of
Chapter 69 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relative to the restriction and regula-
tion of private hanking, reported sune
ought o pass.
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Mr. Thurston from the commiftee on
school for feeble minded, to which was
referred An Act to prevent the aiding
or abetting of the escape of inmates
from the schonl for feeble minded, re-
ported same ought to pass.

The same Senator from the same
committee to which was referred Au
Act to amend Section € of Chanter 44
<f the Public Laws of 1907, in rclation
to the discharge of inmates from the
school for feeble minded, reported
same cught to pass.

The same Senator from the same
committee to which was veferred An
Act to amend Section 5 of Chapter 44
of the Public Laws of 1907, as amended
by Chapter 167 of the Public Laws of
1909, relating to commitment to the
Maine School for feeble minded, re-
ported the same ought to pass.

Mr. Colby from the committee on
state lands and forest preservation to
which was referred An Act to amend
Section 18 of Chapter 7 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the payment of
interest to plantations for fund from
lands reserved to the public, reported
same ought to pass.

The- reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves were tabied
fer printing under the jJoint rules.

Mr. Burleigh from the Aroostook
County delegation, to which was re-
ferred An Act to enable the county of
Aroostook to aid in the construction of
the Quebec Extension Railway Com-
rany, reported same ought not to pass.

Mr. Emery from the committee on
appropriations and financial affairs to
which was referred the State Audi-
tor's IRReport for the years 1913 and
1914, reported the same bhe placed on
file.

Mr. Garcelon from the committee on
legal affairs, to ‘which was referred
An Act to aathorize the town of
Southport to own and maintain an
electric light and poewer plant, report-
ed same ought not to pass.

Mr. Thurston from the committee on
state lands and forest preservation to
wnich was referred Resolve authoriz-
ing the land agent to sell and convey
whatever interests the state had in
and to a certain island, known as
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the
same

Mink Island in Harrington, in
county of Xancock, reported
ought nnt to pass.

The same Senator {rom the game com-
mittee to which was referred Resolve
authorizing the land agent to sell and
convey the State’'s interests in an island,
reported same ought not to pass.

Mr. Colby from the same cominittee
to which was referred Resolve authoriz-
ing the land agent to sell and convey
whatever interests the State has in and
to Potato Island, in Washington County,
reported same ought not to pass.

The reports were accepted and
down for coicurrence.

sent

o motion by Mr. Allen of Kennebec,
the vote was reconsidered whereby.
Senate 2{1, An Act to amend Section 2
of Chapter 51 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1844, relating to the Franklin
Ceunty Agricaltural Society, was as-
signed for its second reading tomorrow
morning.  On further motion by the
same $Senator the bill was tabled pend-
iny its szcond reading.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to call to
the attention of the Senators that House
Bills 42, 337, 377, 381, 388, 391, on the cal-
endar this merning, are not in a con-
dition to be reporteld at this time.

Passed to be Engrossed

Ifouse 363. An Act relating to certain
cauges for which the license of insur-
ance Agents may be cancelled.

Liouse 379. An Act to require reports
from property owners or occupants in
case of fire and fixing the liability of
owners or occupants under certain con-
ditions. (On motion by Mr. Murphy of
‘Cumberland, tabled pending its passage
to be engrossed)

House 222 Resolve in favor of the
Town of Bridgton, in the County of
Cumberland.

tlouse 331. An Act to amend Sections
23, 24, of Chapter 221 of the Public Laws
of 1815 relating to Filling Vacancies in
Nominations made at a Primary Elec-
tion.

House 6. An Act to amend Section 11
of Chapter 23 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the Determination of Iigh-
way Boundaries whicah are Doubtful,
Tncertain or L.ost.

IHoure 358. An Act to Repeal Chapter
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64 of the Revised Statutes relating to

Masters, Apprentices and Servants.

House 506. An Act to amend Chapter
31 of the Revised Statutes by including
Shooting Galleries in the Provisions
Therenf.

House 361. An Act to amend Section 1
of Chanter S1 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating to Sealing Milk Bottles and Jars.

House An Act to amend Section
91 of Thapter 23 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Guide Posts at Crossings of
Ways,

an2.

House 366. An Act to exempt mneat
stock thirty months old and under
and all sheep and swine from taxation.

Houge 267. An Act for the betler pro-
tection of clams witain the limits of the
town of Harpswell.

House 358, An Act to amend Section 1
of Chapter 251 of the Sperial Laws ol
1607, as amended by Chapter 28 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1303, en-
titled “An Act for the better protection
of alewives, shad and sturgeon in the
vavious rivers of Maine.”

House 369. An Act to fix the salaries
of the Judge and Recorder of the Hast-
port Municipal Court.

House §70. An Act to regulate the em-
ployment of Subordinates by Legislative
Cormmittees.

Eouse An Act to amend Section
3 of Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes

2.

relating to the Appointment of an
iAgent or Attorney by Non-Resident Ex-
ecutors or Administrators.

House 373. An Act to repeal certain
Obsolete Sections of Chapter 26 of the
Revised Statutes relating to Fences c¢f
Common Fields.

House 374. An Act to amend Section
40 of Chapter 66 of the Revised Statutes
relating to Notices of Appcintment by
Executors -and Administrators.

House 275. An Act to Extend the Time
in which the Maine Title Insurance
[Company is Authorized to Commence
Business.

House 234 An Act to Extend the
Charter of the Lincoln Sewerage Com-
pany.

FHouse 3%6. An Act to Legalize and Con-
firm the Incorporation and doings of the
Congregational Church Society of Ston-
ington, Maine.

House 387. An Act to amend Chapter
522 of the Private and Special Laws of
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1897. Iistablishing the Sanford Municipal
Court, as amended by Chapter 340 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1309,

House 38). An Act to extend the
rights, powers and privileges of the
Barrows Falls Light and Power Coml-

nany.

House 300. An Act to amend Section Ti
07 Chapter 79 of the Revised Statutes
as amended by Chapter 196 of the Public
Laws of 1911, as amended by Chapter 174
of the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
the Jurisdiction of the Superior Court
for Cumberland County in Divorce Cases.

House 392. An Act to amend Section 4
of Chapter 87 of the Public Laws or 1911,
retating to Employment Agencies.

House An Act to amend Chapter
119 ot the Public Laws of 1907, relating
to Banks, Ianstitutions for Savings, Trust
Companies, and Lean and Buiiding As-
socintions,

593,

Secticn 205, An Act to amend Chapter
489 of the Private and Special Laws of
1901, entitled “An Act to Supply the
Town of Lubec with Pure Water.”

Section 237, An Act to amend Section
4 of Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes
relating to Proceedings of Judges of Pro-
bate in Vacation.

Mr., COLEY of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, I would like to inquire if there
is not a House Amendment with
House Bill 222, Resolve in favor of the
town of Bridgton in the County of
Cumberland, the first bill read? There
should have been. I think, and it may
have been lost

(The amendment was found, and on
motion by the same Senator the vote
whereby this resolve was passed to b=z
engrossed, was reconsidered.

mir. COLBY: Mr. President, in ex-
planation to the members of the com-~
mittee I will say—and to the Senate:
—that this amendment was offered in
the House by Doctor Plummer, and I
understand from him that the Repre-
sentative from Bridgton has agreed to
amend it. As chairman of the com-
mittee T do not object to the amend-
ment, although I have not talked with
the rest of the committee, I move:
that we adopt Touse Amendment A,
in concurrence.

The motion was agreed to and the
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resolve as amended was then passed
1o be engrossed.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to incorporate the Mopang
ram and Improvement Company.

An Act to extend the time in which
the Maine Title Guarantee Company
is authorized to commence business.

An Act to enlarge the purposes and
powers of the Cleveland Concrete
Iruilding Plock Company,

An Act to amend that part of Sec-
tion five of Chapter 8 of the Tle-
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 11 of the Public Laws of 1911, re-
lating to the regular sessions of the
County Cominissioners in  Oxford
County.

An Act to repeal Chapter 326 of the
Erivate and Special Laws of 1903, en-
titled “An Act to regulate the use »>{
the roads in the town of Castine.”

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in Fresh pond,
in the town of North Haven, in the
county of Knox.

An Act additional to Chapter 48 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to the
borrowing of money and pledging of
securities as collateral therefor by
savings banks and institutions for sav-
ings.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the PPublic Laws of 1913,
relating to fishing in North Branch
brook and its tributaries, in the county
of Cumberland.

An Act additional to Chapter
the Revised Statutes, as amended
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws
1913, relating to the protection of
muskrats in the town of Fryeburg, in
the county of Oxford, and in the town
of Bridgton, in the county of Cum-
berland.

An Act additional to Chapter of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating te fishing in Ward’s brook
and in Ward's pond, in the town of
Fryeburg in Oxford county.

An Act to amend Section

29
b

of
by
of

a9

o

49 of
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Chapter of the Revised Statutcs,
relative to liability for damages done
by leghaulers.

An Act to amend  Section 17 of
Chapter 252 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1905, as amended by Chap-
ter 94 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1911, relating to an increuse in the
salary of the judge of the Caribou
municipal court.

An Act to fix the salary of the judge
of the DBelfast Municipal Court.

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chapter
393 of the Private and Special Laws of
1969 as amended by Chapter 220 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1913, rela-
tive to an increase in the salary of the
judge of the Millinocket Municipal
Caourt.

Arn Act fixing the penalty for trespass
upon grounds of agricultural societies.

An Act to amend Section two of Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
c¢d by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws
of 1013, relating te fishing in Burntland
Breok, a  tributary to Presque Isle
stream,and in the ecast branch of said
Presque 1lIsle stream, in the county of
Aroostook.

An Act to amend Section one of Chap-
ter 44t of the Private and Special Laws
of 1907, relating to an increase in the
amount of allowance for clerk hire for
the Municipal Court in the city of Lew-
iston.

An Act for the better protection of
shell fish within the town of Elliot, in
the county of York.

An Act to
Public Laws
ary of the

amend Chapter 219 of the
of 1913, relating to the sal-
stenographer for the Su-
pervior Court for Kennebec County.

An Act to amend Section nine of
Chapter 32 of the Revigsed Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to taking of suck-
ers, eels, hornpouts and yellow perch
with 2el pots, traps, spears or nets.

An Act in relation to the improve-
ment of highways with a road machine
or similar device after the tenth day of
August in any year.

An Act to amend Chapter 26 of Chap-
ter 48 of the Revised Statutes, relative
to the deposit by savings of collateral
for loans made without the State. (On
motion by Mr. Dunton of Penobscot,
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tabled for the correction of clerical er-
ror.)

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chap-
ter 4§ of the Revised Statutes as amend-
ed by Chapter (¢ of the Public Laws-of
1807, relating to deposits in savings bank
and institutions for savings in the names
of married women and minors.

In the House the vote whereby this bill
was passed to be enacted was recon-
gidered, 'and House Amendmient A was
adopted and ths bill as amended was
passed to be enacted,

In the RSerate the vote was reconsid-
ered whereby this bill was passed to be
engrossed and House Amendment A was
then adopted in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Cole of York the bill
was tabledl pending its passage to be
engrossed. ¢

Subsequently on motion by the same
Senator the vote was reconsidered
whereby this bill was tabled, and on
further motion by the same Senator the
bill was passed to be engrossed,

Specially Assigned

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays be-
fore the Senate, specially assigned for
today, majority report “ought to pass’,
and  minority report “ought not to
pass’, from the Committee on State
Prison on Resolve in favor of the pur-
ihase of land in some suitable location

and the erection of buildings for a new

State Prison.

The majority of the Committee on
State Prison to which the resolve was
referred has the same under considera-
tian, and reported ‘‘ought to pass’.
Signed Chatto, Dunton, Fulton, Fllis,
Leader, Browu, Tobey, Lord.

The minority of the same committee
revorted that the same ‘“ought not to
pass’’; signed, Fossett and Woods.

The question is upon the adoption of
either report.

Mr. CHATTO of
President, I move that the
report he accepted.

Senate Bill No. 19, a resolve in favor
of the purchase of land in some suit-
able location and the erection thereon
of buildings for a new State Prison,
wag introduced by me after an inter-
view with Mr. Frank Ham, who was
Warden of the Maine State Prison for

Hancock:; Mr.
majority
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about two years, and Mr. Matthew C.
Morrill, one of the I’rison Inspectors
of this State, and after an examina-
tion of the prison by the State Prison
Committee on January 21st and 22d.
Prior to that time many men in the

State, in conversation with me, re-
quested that a resolve of this Kkind,
with a referendum clause, be intro-

duced at this session of the Legisla-
ture, as they helieved the old prison
at Thomaston was antiquated and out
of date and that something should be
done in reference to a new prison on
a tract of land, for instance a farm of
several hundred acres, more centrally
located.

1 want to say right here that all we
are asking for is to give the people 2
right to vote on this question, and say
whether they want a new State
Prison. The bill as it is at the pres-
ent time carries a referendum clause
to be voted on next June. Now with-
out objection we shall strike out that
clause and provide that the xesolve
shall take effect when ratified by a
majority vote of the legal voters vot-
ing thereon on the second Monday of
September, 1916. We want to give the
people of the State of Malne every
chance to consider this resolve.

In favor of this resolve, and to try
and convince the people of the State
of Maine that it has not been intro-
duced without careful and serious con-
sideration, I will make a statement,
reviewing the history of the Maine
State Prison, not entering too much
into detail. ’

The prison at Thomaston was built
soon after the adoption of the con-
stitution, which I believe was in 1819,
the prison being built in 1824, At
that time the ideas of prison life were
not the same as they are today. Then
it was thought that to be confined in
a small, unsanitary cell was good
enough for any prisoner, and his wel-
fare was not very much considered.

Originally the prison had 108 cells,
and these seemed to answer the pur-
pose very well until 1857, when the
prison became so congested (there
were 128 convicts) that there was a
strong recommendation that the prison
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be enlarged or a new prison built, and
the following report was made by the
Prison Ingpectors of that time:

“We think there can be no diversity
of sentiment in relation to the ne-
cessity of the immediate enlargement
of the prison, but men may honestiy
differ in their opinions as to the char-

acter of those improvemceuts. While
it is notorious that the location, con-
struction, and arrangement of the

prison and the surrounding bhuildings
have been made regardless of the laws
of health, economy or public utility,
still many will hesitate on account of
the increascd taxation it woud require
in muaking such improvements ag havea
been adopted in other states, and
svhich, in our humble opinion, should
be initiated and carried forward in our
own.

“We cannot commend the system of
patching and botching whichh has so
long prevaiied in relation to our
State’s, prison, but sincerely trust thedt
whatever improvements are made will
be of a permanent character.”

Now that was the opinion of the
prison inspcctors at that time, in 1858,
At that time there was such demand
for cither & new prison or enlarge-
ment of the prison that Hon. Lot M.
Morrill, Governor of the State of
Maine, was given authority to appoin®
a commission of one person to ex-
amine into the system of disburse-
ments, labor and disciple in the Mains
State Prison and make recommenda-
tions for such improvements as, in his
opinion, were necessary, submitting
the same to the Governor, who would
lay the same bhefore the next Legisla-
ture,

Hon. Jameg G. Blaine was appointed
Commissioner, and below are extracts
from his report. In referring to the
recommendation of the Prison Inspec-
tors that the prison be enlarged, his
report contains the following state-
ments:

“The inspectors in the foregoing
paragraph, it will be noticed, declare
with most manly frankness that the
location, construction and arrange-
ment of the prison and the surround-
ing buildings, with perhaps a single
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exception, have heen made regardiess
of ‘health, cconomny or public utility.
These are precisely the views which |
would enforce, and I am glad to be
sustained by the opinion of those so
thoroughly acquainted with the sub-
ject in all its detail, and so well and
able to pronounce a sound judgmenst
as are the present inspectors.

“I dissent, however, in total from the
recommendations which these gentle-
men make in regard to the enlarge-
ment of the present structure, I can-
not unite with them in urging upoa
the Siate the further outlay of money
to alter or add to a building whosa
‘tocation, construction and arrange-
nient,” according to their own declara-
tion, ‘have been made regardless of
the laws of health, cconomy, or publi
utility.” If the present building i
badly located, so badly co wtrucied,
and so badly arranged as to violale
the Jaws ‘of heaith, economy and vub -
lic utility,” ordinary prudence, [ think,
demands that it should be abandoned,
and that the State should not be aglod
to waste any more of its money in a
useless struggle against the numerous

and complicated disadvantages o
clearly epitomized in the paragrapn
¢uoted.

“The enlargement which the inspec-
tors recommend, and which I am per-
suaded is no more than the wants of
the institution demand, would be very

expensive, requiring an amount of
money which would go very far
towards the construction of a new

prison in a new place. I have care-
fully examined the plans recommend-
ed by the inspectors, and after the
most careful estimates from experi-
enced builders, I am prepared to say
that the cost of the proposed enlarge-
ment could not be less than $60,000,
while, with the improvement of shops
imperatively needed, the cost would
certainly reach $75,000. Considering
how far this sum would go toward the
construction of a model prison in an
eligible location, I must express the
earnest hope, and the confident belief
also, that the recommendation of ths

ipspectors will not receive the sanc-
tion of the Legislature.”
His report further states that a



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—SENATE, MARCH 4.

prison constructed for the accommo-
dation of 256 convicts, and with work
shops of sufficient capacity for that
numberof men, would cost not exceed-
ing $120,000. You must remember
that this was in 1858. This statement
was based on the estimates of some of
the most experienced builders in New
England at that time.

A further statement reads:

“Any enlargement, therefore, whicn
would be made at the present time at
the Thomaston prison iwould not, in ali
probability, prove sufiicient for only a
few years, and then a further outlay
of money for shop room on the same
unprofitable spot will be a matter of
necessity from which the State could
rot escape. There is now, however,
opportunity to provide effectually
against all such future difficulties and
embarrassments, and lcoking at the
¢uestion as one of dollars and ceéents
merely, it would seem to be the par:
of good prudence for the State to dis-
pose of the old prison and erect o«
suitable structure in a suitable place.”

It is very evident that the recommen-
dation of the commissioner appointed by
the Governor was not carried out. I be-
lieve the principal reason for not carry-
ing out this recommendation was on ac-
count of the Civil War soon after. The
State of Maine was under a great ex-
pense at that time to maintain its part of
the cost of the war, and of necessity had
to curtail its expenditures in relation to
improvements as much as possible. I be-
lieve that except for this reason a new
State Prison would have been built at
that time.

The State Prison has been enlarged
since then, increasing the number of
cells from 108 to 218, The most of these
cells, however, are of the same dimen-
sions as the original cells, and built of
rough lime rock laid up with mortar,
with a granite flagging top and floor.

There are now 180 cells which are four
feet wide, seven feet long, and six and
one-half feet high. In each of these

cells there is a bed or bunk, attached to.

the side of the wall by hinges. When
this bunk is turned down, there is a
space of twenty ihches between the cell
wall and the bunk, leaving a space for

437

the prisoner seven feet long and twenuy
inches wide to occupy.

The argument has been made that this
resolve was introduced hastily; there
was nho call for a new State Prison; ia
fact that the State Prison, with an out-
lay of $100,080, would be sufficient for the
needs of the State of Maine for the next
seventy-five years; and that a new &tate
Prison could not be built for less than
$1,000,000.

‘We have made inguiries in reference to
the cost of prisons. Recently there has
been a-new State Prison built in Minne-
sota. This prison is up to date in every
respect, and of sufficient capacity to ac-
commodate from twelve hundred to fii-
teen hundred prisoners. The cost of this
prison, from the best inrormation we
have been able to obtain, was very near
$1,100,000. Now, it a prison can be built
in Minnesota to accommodate fifteen
hundred persons for §,100,000, I beiieve it
is reasonable to expect that a prison in
the State of Maine, to accommodate say
two hundred and fifty persons, can be
built for about $300,000. In tact, we have
had a plan and estimates of cost sub-
mitted to us. The estimated cost for a
prison which would be up to date in
every respect, situated in a suitable loca-
tion, to be determined by a commission,
was $310,000. This cost apparently can be
scaled down somewhat, as the estimate
for the warden’s residence was $12,400,
‘Without doubt a suitable residence of
this kind could be built for about $4000.
There are some other details which could
be scaled down, bringing the approxi-
mate cost down to about $290,000.

Now with reference to the estimate of
cost of building, Thomas Mott Osborne,
warden of Sing Sing Drison, insisted at a
hearing before the Senate <'inance and
the Assembly Ways and Means Commit-
tee of New York that some prisoners in
Sing Sing were kept in cells unfit for
habitation by a pig, where the walls
were so damp that the slime could be
scraped off by the hand. He thought
that the prisoners should be put on
large tracts of land where they could
take them out and work them on the
farm.

It is reasonable to expect that a tract
of land of several hundred acres could be
secured in a suitable location without
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cost to the State of Maine, as at this
time at least one offer has been made
that, if the prison could be located in a
certain town, the town would present the

State with several hundred acres of
land for the location.
I know that no one concerned in this

matter has anything but the honor and
respect of the State, together with the
welfare and benefit of the prisoners, in
view, and the object of building a new
State Prison is to turn out a better class

of men than we are able to under ex-
isting conditions.
The people of Knox county are op-

posed to this bill, and one could hardly
expect them to take any different view
of it. However, the prison has been lo-
cated in Knox county for almost a cen-
tury, and 1 think any fair-minded man,
after viewing the premises, would agree
with us that the location is altogether
unsuitable.

The lot of land which the State owns at
that place is small—only about four
acres—three acres enclosed with a wall
This part inclosed is almost entirely cov-
ered with the prison and the prison
shops, except for an old abandoned lime
rock quarry, which occupies from one-
thalf to three-fourths of an acre that is
practically useless, It appears to us that
if the proposed alterations should be
made, removing the prison cells and in-
stalling new cells of double the capacity,
where we now have 180 cells we would
have 90. This, of course, would necessi-
tate building a new wing, and from per-
sonal observation, I am thoroughly con-
vinced there is on room inside the prison
wall for that purpose. Part of the wall
would have to be torn down, and an ex-
tension made outside of the wall.

The estimated cost, as given by Mr.
Bicknell, a Rockland builder, is $55,000. I
want to say right here that not a week
after Mr. Bicknell made this estimate he
made another one which was §101,000.
However, he did not take into account
that a new wing would be necessary.

At our hearings on one has argued
that the State Prison at Thomaston Is
suitable for our present needs. The ar-
sument has been either in favor of a new
prison at a suitable location, or repair-
ing the old prison.
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It appears to us that it would be a
waste of money and a great mistake to
undertake to repair this old, out of date,
antiquated prison, especlally situated as
it is,

I would be very sorry to have the peo-
ple in Knox county think that I am work-
ing for a new State Prison with any oth-
er motive in view than I have stated
hereinbefore.

I have many friends in Knox county,
and have given the location of the prison
the same consideration which I would
had it been located in Hancock county,
as I believe neither county is geographi-
cally situated for a good location for the
Maine State Prison.

There are perhaps some reasons why
the prison should not be removed. One
reason is that it is supplied with pure
water, at a cost of $2500 per annum.
Even if it cost double this amount, I
would advocate it rather than return to
the old water supply. Since using the
pure water typhoid fever has been nearly
eliminated from this institution. How-
ever, I believe a new prison could be
supplied with pure water for $500 per
year.

“he harness shop in connection with
the State Prison is practically a new
brick building very suitable for the pur-
pose, with the exception of having wood-
en floors, thereby increasing the danger
from five.

There are many reasons why tlhe State
should build a new prison. In the first
place, the main prison is old and out of
repair, and must either be rebuilt with-
in a few years, or abandoned. The cells
are arranged rwithout regard to archi-
tecture —sanitation, or ventilation, and
are not fit places to confine even a mur-
derer. We not only deprive @ man of
all his liberty and pursuit of happiness
when he is sentenced to the Maine State
Prison, but he ig sentenced to a dungeon
builded of unhewn stone, ifour Ifeet wide
by sevaen feet long, where he must live
fifteen hours every day of his life, with
no sanitary arrangements except a slop-
bucket. In these foul dens, many of
them never having 'been penetrated by the
rays of the sun for ninety years, our
prisoners arc incarcerated. Here they
eat their food, sleep on a narrow cot,
and breathe the foul air. With no decent
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hospital; with no arrangements to seg-
regate prisoners affected with tubercu-
losis; with no mess-room; working in
shops that ‘are veritable fire-traps.
Tnder these conditions, how can we ex-
pect to raform our unfortunate fellow-
men?

In speaking of the danger of fire in
the prisoa shops, I believe that if a fire
should get beyond the control of the
prison officialls, prisoners twould have to
be literated or ..e in their cells.

I bhelieve the business men of the State
of Maine commware favorably with the
business men of any of the other New
England States, and the wardens at the
Maine State Prison have been men of
ability in this line, and I know of no
reason why the Mhaine State Prison, un-
der the same circumstances, should not
make as good a saowing an any of the
others. ¥Tor the first forty years of its
existence it cost the people of the State
of Maine abscut $275,000 to maintain this
institution. In comparing - the Maine
State Prison with other State Prisons in
New REngland the Tatio of deficiency.
during this 40-year period, is as follows:

New Hanupshire, about 1¢ per cent.

Vermont, about 30 per cent.

t‘aarlestown, Mass., about 75 per cent.

Connecticut State Prison was self-sup-
fporting, and returned a revenue from
the labor of the convicts which paid for
the prison.

Since 1860 our prison has «cost the tax
payers of the State of Maine, ‘as follows:

From 1860 to 1830 it cost to maintain the
prison $395,856.98. 1t cost for repairs and
upkeep during that time $147,234.73.

The average annual expense fo the
State of Maine from 1881-1887 inclusive,
not including the new shop, was $12,046.85,
and the total for that period, $34,327.95.

From 1888 to 1894 the net expense to the
state was $120,387.82.

From 1894 to 1908 it cost the State of
Maine $322,279.45 to miaintain the State
Prison.

From the State Treasurer's Reports,
the expenditures of the Maine State
Prison for the last six years were:
1909, $37,307.04; 1910, $21,771.62; 1911, $18,195.-
£3; 1912, $20,587.84; 1913, $93,254.02; 1914, $143 -
563.96.

Now these figures are taken from the
Treasurer’s report of the State of Maine,
and I suppose they are correct.
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Seventy two thousand seven hundred
and twenty five dollars and seventy eight
cents was the payment of bills outstand-
ing. What those bills outstanding were
I don't know.

Now the expense to the State of Maine
of the State Prison from 1860 to 1914 is
$1,404 766.94. Tor the last six years it has
cost the State of Maine about $50,000 a
year to muaintain the prison, according
to these figures, which 1 mpresume are
correct.

It seems to me we can find no reason-
(able solution fer these conditions, except
that the prison was badly located, as 1
believe we are all willing to admit that
the prison affairs have been conducted as
economically as possible under existing
conditions

I am satisfied that if the prison had
been located near a market, in some
place where the freight rates would
have been much less than they are at
‘Thomaston, and situated on @ tract of
land where the vegetables for the pris-
oners could have been raised, our State
Prison would have made a very differ-
ent showing.

I believe it is 'a matter of economy at
this time to alandon the prison and lo-
date one some place where a business
mian can conduct the several manufact-
uring plants at a 'much greater advan-
tage than is possible at Thomaston.

As @ business man it :would look like
a pretty good proposition to me if some
individual should offer to buiid a large,
substantial boarding-house, and in con-
nection with this, a harness shop, black-
smith shop, carriage shop, broom shop,
and paint shop, and furnish me with a
herd of cows on a good farm, with suf-
ficent teams to ‘do the farming and nec-
essary trucking, also furnisning the cap-
ital for me to do business with, and ask
me to take from 150 to 200 men, tﬁe only
understanding being that I should house
those men and see to it that they could
be found any time upon the premises.

It mlay be possible for an institution of
this character to be self-supporting in
this State, but it appears to me that if
a proposition of this kind was really put
up to @ business man to either make it
ipay or not as a priviate venture, the or-
idinary business man of the State of
Maine would not consider it a losing
proposition.
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Mr. BUTLER of Knox: Mr. President:
I hardly know where to begin or what
to say, but I certainly shouwld feel remiss
in my duty to my constituency from
Knox County, yes—more than that, gen-
tlemen—I should feel remiss in my duty
to thut larger constituency, the whole
State of Maine, did I not at this time en-
ter my protest against the acceptance of
this majority, and urge tne adoption of
the minority report

A great wave of sympathy of late has
been sweeping over our country, and
properly so, gentlemen, for the men con-
victed of crime and Jdetained in our sev-

eral prisons. I think perhaps this is
true hecause the dividing line Dbetween
the eoriminal and the non-criminal is

oftentimes very shadowy and very hard
to discern. The man who teday walks
our strects, representing eminent respect-
ability may tomorrow be a convict.

I cannot recall the time, gentiemen,
when my sympathy has not been elicited
twhen I looked at any man through pris-
on bars, when I look at any living creat-
ure restrained of his liberty.

The story is told of a man who went
into @ Dbird-store which was filled with
cages of birds, and one after another
he bought every cage of birds and took
them out into God’s sunlight and liber-
ated them, until the entire stock in that
store had digappeared; and the bird-man

looked upon him in amazement.

“Why,” he says, “this awful waste cf
money? Why do you do this? Are
you crazy?’ “No,” he says, “1 was
once in prison.”” This may be a little
irrelevant to the main issue, but it
shows why this matter appeals to us
all.

But we shouldnt be carried away
from the real issue. We should look
at it. We are expected to look upon
this question as level-headed business
men.

Now I want to speak for a moment
on the matter of the referendum of
this question. I believe that clause
was cunningly attached, designedly
attached, at the suggestion of the one
man who is behind this proposition of
removal; I believe that the Téferen-
dum should be invoked on questions
where the people have asked to be
heard. But what is the history of
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this removal of the State TFrison
proposition? We didn’t hear anything
about it when we first came over here.
gentlemen; we had been here somo
time before even the mempersz of the
Legislature knew there - was anyon:
that had any idea of considering the
removal of the State Prison. My people
in Knox county didn’'t know anything
about it; the people in Kennebec
county, unlesy former Warden Ham
told them, didn’'t know anything about
it. The pepole of the State of Mainu
know nothing about the movement;
they didn’t ask for it. There has not
been received here through the entire
cession thus far, so far as I have been
able to learn, a single petition aszking
for the removal of this State Prison.

I doubt if any members of this body,
outside of possibly some members of
the present committee, have received
a single letter asking for the removal
of this prison.

Now at the first hearing, wnen Sen-
ate Resolve No. 19, in favor of th=
purchase of land in some suitable lo-
cation and the erection thereon of
buildings for a new State Prison, was
under consideration, the people of my
county, that are wvitally interested in
this matter, gentlemen, didn’t treat it
seriously. They didn’. think it could
be possible that this Legislature,
without further publicity, would even
consider the proposition. Thev didn't
attend the hearing, even those most
deeply interested.

‘What was the result? There was ao
one there in opposition to this resolve.
There was hardly anyone there in
favor of it. Former Warden Ham
was there, and he coaxed and per-
suaded the distinguished gentleman
from Kennebec, Mr. Hichborn, to ad-
dress the committee. So far as I can.
learn, that was the only evidence pre-
sented.

Well, it went along another week,
until the following Thursday, and the-
same committee had under considera-
tion House Resolve No. 68, in favor of
altering and enlarging the State
Prison at Thomaston. That was the-
first time, gentlemen, that the proposi-
tion was heard, and we had a large
hearing. At that time in oppositiomn.
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to this resolve there appeared the
same Former Warden Ham, and one
Oother witness, Mr. Morrill, I believe.

So I say, gentlemen, that this mat-
ter should not be referred to the peo-
ple; there has not been enough agita-
tion about it. There has not been
any demand for it. The people have
not asked to be heard in this matter.
It is a pretty safe proposition to listen
-always to the voice of the people.
‘When we come over here to Augusti
-as Senators, and we are flooded with
retitions from one end of this State to
the other from our constituents ask-
ing for the removal of this State
Prison, then it will be time enough to
take such action as asked for today.
and submit this question to the people.

I want at this time to speak of 2
matter that is somewhat personal; 1
don't believe even the Senator from
Fancock, if the prison were located in
Hancock, and he was sent up here by
Hancock county, as he is, would come
over here and advocate the taking
away of that institution from his own
county. I don’t believe, gentlemen.
that any Senator would do that, or be
expected to do it.

We have had that institution down
in Xnox county for nearly a century,
and I will say to you frankly, it isn't
an institution to be very proud of.
But it is the only State institution
that we have. And now you propose
by this resolve to take it away from
us. Perhaps you will put it over here
in Kennebec, they have so few State
institutions, and perhaps you will put
it down in Cumberland, or up in
Penobscot, at the expense of Knox
county.

While we are a small county, gen-
tlemen, we have done our part for the
welfare of the whole State of Maine,
we have produced men that have heen
actively engaged in working in a pub-
lic way for the welfare of the State ol
Maine; and Knox county is united,
and the people are in opposition ‘o
this removal of this institution.

But, gentlemen, I am willing to dis-
cuss with you this matter on a broad-
er basis than the selfish basis. I am
willing to stand where you all stand,
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as Senators of the State of Maine.
That old prison must have been built
by master builders. It stands today,

ag strong and secure almost as the
Rock of Gibraltar, and even that is
crumbling away. It was built upon

honor. For the major part that great
wall surrounding it hasn't a scratch or
a seam in it. There is a section of 350
feet that is out of plumb about one
foot, but so far as I am abie to learn
it has been that way for twenty or
thirty years, and is perfectly solid.

The main prison is sound from top
to bottom. It has a slated roof. There
is a new carriage shop, I believe it is,
that was built only a few years ago,
by Warden Norton, made of brick, a
hundred feet long, and it has a slated
roof.

Some of the bulldings need minor
repairs, We believe the old prison
should be made better than it is to-
day, and ‘e will agree with you,
Senator, it should be made better than
it is today in the interest of humanity,
but I do not agree, nor do the reports
indicate that that prison as it is today
is an unhealthy place in which to con-
fine a man, and I say to you, Senators,
that statistics show that in the last
ninety-one years there have been but
thirty-one mnatural deaths in that
prison. .

In the year 1912, with the highest
number of prisoners—=227—only three
prisoners died. In 1913 no prisoners
died, and the largest number of pris-
oners during that year was 222. In
the year 1914 two died, and the high-
est number of prisoners was 203. Why,
the death rate outside of the prison is
fifteen persons per thousand.

‘What does the prison physician say
about the healthfulness of tne place,
and what does he say about other
matters, in his report for the year
19132

“The care and treatment of tuber-
culous patients in prison is now a
much discussed question. AIl agres,
however, that the tuberculous patient
should be kept apart from healthy
people. Under the present condition
at this institution this is impossible.
I would advige a building being built
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for the confinement of the tubercular
in this prison, I do hope that this
State will soon realize the necessity of
segregating and treating the tubercu-
lous inmates in this institution.

“The variety of food has been in-
creased. The good and well cooked
food, the warm clothing, the equitable
temperature of the buildings, and the
excellen{ sanitary condition of the
whole institution, have all helped to
bring about this good result.

“J. D. WALKER,
“Prison Physician.”

And by the way, Dr. Walker was prison

physician for many years, until this
present year.
Chaplain Allen of the Maine State

Prison says, in the line of health—he
has been referring to other matters, and
says:

“But this tells only a part of the
story. Much can never be ‘given in de-
tail. It does not tell of sixteen months
without a death in he number of the pris-
oners. It does not tell of decease in the
number sent to the Insane Hospital at
Augusta. It does not tell or change in
the care of cells from which tuberculous
prisoners have been removed. It does
not tell of other matters concerning the
treatment of the prisoners that would
have long since been demanded by the
public had the public known. But it does
tell enough to show that treatment of
prisoners as though they were human
is producing good results.”

Approximately two hundred men con-
fined, men whose past lives have not been
such lives as would be conducive to
longevity, and yet, and yet, with two
hundred and more assembled together in
that prison, for sixteen months there has
not been a death amongst them.

Dr. Walker’s report as prison physician
for 1914 is practically the same as his re-
port of 1913. Here is only one paragraph
that I wish to read, and you will pardon
me, gentlemen, from Dr. Walker’s report
for the year 1912:

“Since convicts who are tuberculous
have been kept in one corridor, and have
been doing outdoor work, the death rate
from that disease has been reduced
much. Convicts do not acquire the dis-
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ease here as a rule, but are tuberculous
on their arrival. Each man on entering
the institution is carefully examined,
and if there are signs or symptoms of
tuberculosis, he is put at work out of
doors and segregated from the healthy
prisoners as much as possible under the
present conditions. As I have said in
previous reports, 1 would recommend
that a small building be built for the
care of tuberculous convicts. The food
has been of good quality at all times,
wholesome, well cooked, and of sufficient
quality, the corridors are well ventilated
and heated.”

Now, gentlemen, If you are looking to
the matter purely and simply of health,
what better evidence do you want of the
health of that institution, even as it is,
than the records from which I have just
read. Is there any beter evidence that
can be had? But we of Knox county join
with Hancock county, and we join with
every county in the State, in our desire
to improve the conditions there; we be-
lieve that if we accept his majority re-
port here today, it calls for an appro-
priation of $300,000, and we will have the
same experience that we had with the
building of the institution for our feeble-
minded, and the Lord only knows when
we will get that completed, or what it
will cost us. We believe that it will cost,
when completed as we want it, at least
$1,000,000, and I don’t care what the origi-
nal contract calls for.

It has been your experience and mine,
gentlemen, that these alterations ‘every
session of the Legislature cost a big sum
of money. That has been the experience
of our insane asylums, and all our pub-
lic institutions. We believe that this
prison, call it what you will, can be made
modern; we believe we can meet every
condition that may be imposed upon us
by the other side, for an expenditure of
from $i5,000 to $100,000.

Now at the time of these commission-
ers’ reports, away back in 1857-9, which
have been referred to by my brother
Senator, conditions were vastly different
than they are at Thomaston today. There
was on railroad there. The Maine Cen-
tral Railroad comes right by the prison
wall today. Their rates are not exces-
sive. The freight rate from Boston o
Rockland per hundred pounds is only
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. twelve cents. They do charge, gentle-
men, and I say it to you frankly,
twenty-seven cents per hundred pounds
to Thomaston, which is nearer than
Rockland.

It is a wonderful system, this railroad
is! And I submit to you that that is a
matter for the Public Utilities Commis-
sion to straighten out. It shouldn’t at
least cost more to Thomaston than it
does to Rockland, and I submit to you
that twelve cents a hundred pounds isn’t
a high freight rate.

So much for that. I simply refer to
that in passing, because it occurred to
me that in 1857 we had no railroad. Now
we have facilities for freight by .rail and

by water. -
Just Dbefore leaving home Monday
morning, Mr. Bicknell, who has been

mentioned, and who is a large contractor
in our vicinity, and a large property-
holder, and a very responsible man, gave
me this letter in regard to the work that
he would do there at Thomaston, the
work which seems to be needed, and
what he would do it for. He says:

‘“Regarding the work on the Thomas-
ton Maine State Prison, the figures I sub-
mit are as follows.” And he submits
those figures after more than two weeks’
correspondence with various prison and
jail builders—

“To have two hundred cells, ssven feet
wide and eight feet deep, it will be nec-
essary to put a sixty-eight foot wing on
the prison, at a cost of $8160. I have
bids from two of the largest manufac-
turers of steel cells. One of them has
quoted a price of $75,000, and the other
$80,000. That is for two hundred cells.

“I have taken the matter up with
them by mail, and suggested to them that
the entire outside of these cells be made
of tool-proof steel, and the back parti-
tion of Bessemer steel, as is being done
in many prisons, and I expect this will
make quite a substantial difference in the
above figures.”

This includes also, gentlemen, a lava-
tory and toilet in each cell. It proposes
removing the entire stone structure in-
side the prison and putting steel cages
in. Then he goes on:

“The material to make the necessary
changes in the blacksmith shop, the
building on the end, will cost $1000. The
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building on the corner“—I don’t know
what he means by that—anyone famil-
iar with the yard would know—‘should
be clapboarded and painted. The bath-
room and dispensary should be in that
building and make a good comfortable
job. I would suggest that the work could
be done by convict labor and make a
saving. There are good mechanics
among the convicts capable of going
ahead with this plan of work.

“The figures I get from the cost of the
contractor, without figuring any profit at
all. There is no immediate need of re-
pairing the wall around the present yard.
That has stood for some time, and last
for a good while longer before any ex-
penditure is needed.

.
“The painting will cost $1000, changes

in the wood-shop, $1000; fire escape, $160J;

bath-room, $500; and land, $2500.

On this land proposition, he proposes

the accepting of an offer of one hundred
and twenty-five acres right across the
street from the present site, at a cost of
not exceeding that sum, which farm is
available. If we desire it, there is plenty
of land in Thomaston, gentlemen. In
fact, the wardens in the past have had
more land than they could use, or would
use. There is plenty of land there, and
if we wanted we could buy a strip of
land a mile long up the river west of the
prison from its western wall.
" Now this entire expenditure would be
from $91,160 to $95,160, and we would have,
gentlemen, a light, modern, well venti-
lated prison, with every work-shop in
good condition, and a place perhaps not
good enough for you or for me, but good
enough, even today, for the convicts of
the State of Maine.

Gentlemen, I want to say this in clos-
ing, and you have listened to me very
patiently. To my mind, more important,
even, that the consideration of the pres-
ent removal, more important, even, that
the consideration of this resolve which
is pending in the House to enlarge and
improve our present state-prison, more
important than either of these resolves,
gentlemen, is something that has never
vet been Jdone in the State of Maine, and
it is someathing that should be done in
the name of humanity; and that is, in-
stead of, 'when you give a liberated con-
vict 'who ras served this time five dollars
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—ao1 the extent of your charity is ten
dobars, if he lives 1 long way off—and a
cheap suit of clothes, and start him off
swithnut  any  as ance, as you wallcw
bira to do at the present; and do some
thing to help him regain his lost position
in scciety, until that man regains  his
Yull manhood and is able to look sociely
in the face, he never will be of any vaalue
io himself or to society.

That is the crying need today, more
than aunvthing else, in my opinion, in
the State of Maine.

Mr. WALKER of Somerset: Mr.

President, 1 wish to join with the genial
Senator frem Knox in his tequest, so
far as it relates to the retention of our
Sate Prison in its present lodation. I do
niet do this hecause 1 am a member of
his political party, for T am not. He has
put up a2 good argument. e informs us
that the peeple of his county are behind
him and want this institution to remain
there.

I have no doubt, had the gentlemnin
who represented Knox County in this
Soenate £Hr 80 many years, the only Dem-
ocrat whe was in this body in fact for
a great many vears, Senator Staples of
INnex, had this proposition come hefore
the Senate at that time would have pled
as ecarnestly as the present Senator that
the institution e relaired within thac
county.

Now T do not say, I would not have
vou infer, that the dfact that Knox
County has been Democratic all these
veavrs, and the State Prison has been in
Knox County all these years, tuat the
uwo facts are coincident.

Now it has been represented, as I have
said, in this Senate by that party so
ma vears that the memory of man
hardly goes back to the time wuen any
othei political party represented that
iweunty in this Senate,

nv

Tn the discussion of this question, Mr.
President, it seems to me there are three
poszitions which we may take. We may
vote for the majority report of the com-
mittee, which embodied in Senate
i1 19; ave may vote for the minority
report of the committee, which would
leave the mprison where it is, and repair
the same, or we may vote to leave it
awhere it is without any repairing.

in

je

the firet position the bhill provides
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that there shail

he a commission ap-
ipointed, consisting of the Governor and
ywo memhers of the Legislature, and
taat the shall he apprepriated tie sum
of 500,29 to bhegin with., That bill con-

templates the abandonment of the pres-
ent State Prison.

Now the second pesition, ropairing and
cnlarging the Statz Prison where it is.
T wisgh to quote from an elitorial in the

Bangor Commerciall This pamer was
left on our desks vegterday, and he
writer, 1T should judge has given this
matter considerable tattention and was
icareful in the composition of the arti-
cle. Me says, in relation to the present

structure:

“I're granite iwalls of the prison are
in perfect condition and so is the roof.
To erlarge the capacity and introduce
modern construction all that is S~
sary ‘is to remove one end wall, build
the required addition and put in steel
cells of modern design with hot and

=3¢

cold water in each. The Loilers are
in fine conditicn, the buildings well
heated and ventilated. In addit'on  let

41
i1

were e an improvement of the hospital
auarters, the placing of 2 fire cscape ifor
the women's departiment and the con-
struction of a new hlacksmith shop and
the renovated prison would be the equal
of the hest. These improvementis can
he muade at an expense of $100,¢00 at the
outside, contractors state, and there 1is
absolutely 1o reason why the state
should expend merhaps ten times that
amount and abandon the large invest-
ment at 'Thomaston.

Another reason
change in location
that Thomaston
It iz convenient

against  making a
ig found in the fact
presents an ideal site.
of access hy rail and,
by transfer at Rockland, three miles
away, by boat. It is out of the beaten
track of curiosity seekers and the com-
munity has hecome accustomed to the
institution, whereas few towns or cities
would welcome such.”

In the third position, that we let the
State Prison remain where it is with o
few minor improvements, there comes
up the question of the financial con-
dition of the State of Maine, and
whether or not it would be best to ex-
pend the money which we as legisla-
tors ccould appropriate.

There are many calls upon us, on=
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reformatory for wo-
men, and I submit to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, that there have heen universal
calls from the people of our State that
we establish this institution at a cost
of $50,000.

Another e¢all upon the resources of
our State is for a central building for
the industrial school for girls at Hal-

of which is the

Towell. T submit to vou that that
would be a worthy way in which <o

spend the State money.

The hospitals of our State are ask-
ing for lurge appropriations. There
Is & demand by our people that an in-
stitution for  helping tuberculosis
patients be estabhlished, and that is a
demand which has Deen increasing
from year to year.

I submit to you, Mr. President, that
there is no general demand, so far as |
know, for the building of a new State
prigon, or for the enlargement of the
resent State Prison. No one has said
anything to me in my c¢ounty or any
other county, to vote for either prop-
osition. 1 there was a demand by
the people of Somerset county I think
some one, at least, would have ex-
pressed that demand to me at  some
time.

I submit to vou that the people of
the State of Maine would like for us
to practise econoemy as much as  we
possinbly can. Times are hard in the
State of Maine todav., I never have
known for many yvears when condi-
tions were o hard ftor the farmer as
it is now. Many of our mills are shut
dovwn, and laborers are out of om-
pioyment.

not have you
party has
I woula uot

I do not say, T would
infer that any particular
anything to do with this.
have you infer that any party would
have us erect prisons as a sign  of
prosperity. I believe that it would be
better for us as legislators to open un
our mills and give employment to our
people, rather than to spend our
money in making the State Prison
larger, so that it will accommodat~
more of the people.

Mr. DUNTON of Penobscot: Mr.
President. it is with a great deal of
apprehension and regret that [ have
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to arise here and say a few words in
favor of this proposition. I regret ex-

ceedingly to do it for two reasons.
One is [ have to follow men who ars
learned in talking. Another reason is

that I have to speak, if T speak at all,

Against what I know are the wishes
of my old neighbors, my old friends
in my home county. I s¢pent a great

share of my life in Knox county, and
the homes down there I remember
very well, and to do anything which
they would not like me to do is not
pleasant, but my duty is plain.

I believe that the time has come m
the State of Maine when the State of
Muaine should consider something else
Vesides where the “almighty dollar”
comes from. We, the great State of
Maine, the bhest people perhaps in the
whole world, with fifty years since any
serious calamity came Lo our country;
with bountiful crops. we are here and
we should not say we cannot afford to
do this or that,

We are here today to discuss the
Lroposition. Jo we need a State
Frigson? There is no opposition to

the saving that we need some reform.
and as near as I can understand Dby
the gentlemen who speak and earn-
estly trom the other side, they admit
that the conditions down there are
had, and they propose to do certain
things, measures which I do not knov
anything about except as thev come
o me.

This prison. huilt in 1824, wag bullt
well @t that time.  There was no ex-
treme rich and no extreme poor. They
all occupied a certain level, and the
believed in neighhorhood, and when a
man committed a crime---it wasg more
rare then than now, and he was lonked
upon with a hideous feeling, and he
was treated as a brute. He has bheen
treated in that prison ever since ag o
Imute. He is put into dog-holeg that
no  man can stay in twenty-four
hours and say in his heart that
thanks (God he cver existed.

The people of the State of Maine
have tolerated that condition and you
=ay there has not been much agitation
about it. Tt has been agitated by the
best thinking pcople for years. The
people of Knox county, perhaps, have

he
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become a little used to the condition

there and think perhaps that it may
be proper. I was glad to hear the
honerabhle Senator fromm Knox say

that he did think it was bad to turn «
man out with five dollars, and he
woeuld have an influence there to try
to reform him, but not a particle of
reform for him while he was in there.

He tells vou we are o appropriat
for the prison on the start $300,000,
but he says that it will cost a million.
He says to repair this prison down
there it will cost $100,000. T ask vou
if it is not fair to assume if our esti-
mate of $300,000 is to be strained to a
million, why should not his $100,009
for repairs be strained to $300.0007?

These things can he done, and they
can be done cheaper than they used to
be done. Not cne of these gentlemen
vet who opposed this measure has said
he objected to it, but the reason they
do not want it is, as I understand Iit,
the financial end. I assume it is true
that we have claims coming in here
from every department, almost, in our
State, to take care of our unfortunate.
‘We are unable to meet them, and we
always will be unable to meet them.
James G. Blaine reported in 1858 that
we were unable to meet them, and we

will he unable to meet them in one
hundred and fifty years.

Pardon me if I digress, I do nol
want the word ‘“party” brought in

here. T am sorry it was and I will not
do it. There is cause for this short-
age of money in our legislature. It is
because we have listened to corpora-
tions represented by able lawyers from
land grabbers, franchised stealers, and
general public bills.

The principal opponents of this
bill | believe understand this, or it is
the idea that animates them, they bhe-
lieve that the prisoners sent to our
institutions do not have a chance o
egrow or improve. They believe they
should be out of doors, where they can
delve in the earth and see the green
grasy and the trees grow, and where
they can mix with the domestic ani-
mals. and say “I am part of this an-
want to rise up and grow and take my
place.”

RECORD--SENATE,

MARCH 4.

I know there are men in the State that

have no sympathy for the culprit, and
iwhenever they hear of one being par-
doned they seem to turn = fit. ‘Why,

thoxe men
this prizon
any to the

are living in the age when
was built. Whaat is there to
unfortunates iwho are untfort-
unate by reason of disease, by reason
of environment, or by weakness to ro-
gigt temntation and perhaps by the influ-
ences thal are around them. Give them
a chance to reform and establish them-
selves again as citizens in our common-
wealth.

jow many times in your lives, i you
had taken a few more steps farther than
you went, iwould you have lost your
welf-respect, and you would have gone
down easy and the gates would have
swunyg open noiselessly for you.

It hias haen said here that the prison is
a very healthful place. T did not know
that cmyboay was going to say that it
‘was not, but the rigures given to you
have no significance whatever. The aver-
age length of sentence 1 do not know,
but I imagine that the average length
of sentence is not seven years. 1t is
well knocwn by men in my business, and
should be known by all, that insurance
companies that confine its endowment
to the average age of twenty yvears never
has so heavy a death rate as one that
writes mixed policies.

Take a man healthy enough to commit
a crime and commit them for seven
vears and make their death rate for the
‘whole community, is not fair or reason-
able and it is no criterion to go by.

We ask you to ‘be just, we ask of you
who may have posterity, we ask wvou to
put these men in a place waere they
can exercise the right of manhood, and
not put them in a dungeon for thirteen
hours each day—twenty hours Sunday—
aud only let them cut to go to the toilet,
It is wicked, and it is a disgrace to
humanrity and a disgrace to ouvr citizen-
ship, and it igs humiliatihg to me to say
that we cannot do better by them.

Alr. FULTON of Aroostook: [ think
my fellow-citizens will agree with me
waen 1 o=ay that so far during dhis ses-
sion T have taken but little time of the
Senate to discuss any questions that
have come bhefore it for consideration.
I don't intend to take maich time now,
My, President. bul 1 feel impeiled by a
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Torve I cannot resist to say a few words
in relation to this subject which is now
under discussion.

The comimittee
charged  with the duty
State Prison and of inquiring into the
conditions there ‘have wished to  dis-
daarge that duly henestly, cavefully, im-
partially, composed as it is of ten men
taken from almost as many counties in
the Btute, and it would seem that they
woirld not be prejudiced in favor of or
against  any  particular section of the
State on the matter of locating the State
P’rigson.

Now, Mr. President, would like
read for just a minute, with your per-
tiszion, from the resolve which was
passed in the House in the Legislature
of Maine, or presented to the I.egislature
of Maine, which received a passage Jan-
Ay 23, 1823,

of this legislature
o

of wisiting the

I Lo

The men presenting that resolve were
honest, earnest men, just as honest as

We are today, in their convictions and in

their views of what constituted a State
Prison. They reported o0 the Legisla-
ture January 23, 1823, that

“‘State Prisons should he so constriucted
that even their aspect might be terrific,
and appear like .what in fact they should
be, dark and comfortless abhodes of guilt
and wratchedness no mode of
punisbhment ever has bheen or ever can he
adopted o gnod as close confinement in
a golitary cell, in which cut off from all
hope ot relief during the time for which
he shall have been sentenced the
conviet ghall be durnished with a ham-
imock in which he may sleep, a hlock on
which he may sit, and with such coarse

though wholesome food as may bhe best
siited to a person in  a  situation de-
signed for grief and Dpenitence, and

shall he favored with so much light from
the firmament as may enable him to vead
the New Testament, which shall be given
him as his sgole companion and guide (o

beiter life.”

I ask what gnod would come from
reading the New Testament under those
conditions?

Gentlemen, the Committee that visited
that prisen after the lapse of four scove
and ten vears and a little more. alter all

thiese improvements have been made in
the past, thought the ideas that wvere
named in this resolve were very well

7,
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carried out, and were painfully apparent
to that committee that visited at that
thue.

Now, gentlemen, the idea of prison life
changed very much in the last forty
or fifty years, and [ say that the condi-
tions of prigon life that exist to
the prison at Thomaston A dis
to the State of Maine. am not going
to say taey reflect—they do not reflect
upon the good people of the County of
rox. honest, generous, open-heavted,
patriotic, and loyal as any people in the
State of Maine. Their loyalty has heen
evinced lately in a very telling manner,
when they wished to have Duilt in that
coanty a memorial building to the men:i-
orv ot that grand old Revolutionary
soldier. General Knox, and T adwmire
every citizen of that county for the
stand they are taking., 1 say it does not
reilect upon any particular county: it
does not reflect upon the farming and
lumbering population of my county, nor
npon any  sccetion. But it does reflect
upon the State of Maine, that we should
allow conditions to exist at this
time.

s

ure

L

such

Mr. President, the burden of ail the
reports that have heen given to this
l.egislature for a great many years
past, I believe, as we go back is the
fact that there should be hetter con-
ditions in the State Prison at Them-
aston, and it seems to me in reading
over these recommendations that have
heen made, all have conceded, legisia-
tors have conceded, almost everyvone
approached on the subject have con-
ceded, that these conditions are wrong,
that they are a disgrace to the State;
that they are not in keeping with the
advanced ideas of this twentieth-cen-
tury in the management of prison life.

The only idea, the only excuse that
has been given is simply that this
creat State of Maine cannot afford to
huild a prisen that will conform to
the advanced ideas that now exist in
this country in regard to prison life.
1 am ashamed of the manhood of the
State of Maine when they stand up
and say that they are not able to huild
a prigson more in conformity with the
advanced idcas than they have now.

T don’t care, gentlemen, where that
prigon is located, whether it e in the
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County of Knox, or whether it be in
Penobscot County, or whether it be
over among the hills of Oxford, the
county which has given us some of the
greatest men that the state has ever
produced. I don’t care where it is
located, so long as we have conditions
that are not disgraceful to us, and a
disgrace upon our State.

T think, Mr. President, that two
principal ideas were entertained by
that committee, or I will say were in
my mind as a member of that commit-
tee, if you will excuse a personal ref-
erence:

First, to provide a prison that would

he up-to-date, modern, sanitary, and
a credit to the state.
Second, to have it in soine place

where it would be upon a paying basis,
self-supporting, or nearly so, as has
heen the case in many other states.

Now, gentlemen, I believe that the
State of Maine is amply able to pro-
vide a place that will be creditable to
us as a state. The genial Senator
from Knox says that there is uo de-
mand for a new State Prison, that if
there was g demand for it we would
have received petitions. 1 submit, Mr.
President, that most of the requests
for the State Prison, in fact all of the
requests, have come ito the Legisla-
ture, mnot been got generally out
around through the state, and the
committees of the different legislu-
tures that have visited the prison are
practically the only ones that are
knowing to the conditions there, ex-
cept the Council visitors that go in.
and 1 say to you, gentlemen, that if
the conditions were known as we know
them, there would be a ecry go up
from Fort Kent {o Kittery for the es-
tablishment of a new prison, and T
believe that today, if the inhabhitants
of the State of Maine knew of the
conditions there they would go down
into their pockets and give the money,
rather than to let it go as it is, and 1
mistake very much the temper of the
people of this state if they wouldn’t
give an overwhelming majority in
Septembher for the building of a new
vrison, if we inaugurate a campaign
of education on the matter, and have
it widely known through the statc.
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I believe that the 150,000 voters in the
S:ate of Maine would go down in their
pockets, if required, and the 150,000
women, first in all good works, would
also aid in so laudable an ol:ject, and
we would scarcely be asked to have a
tax assessed for that purpose.

Centlemen, [ may be charged with
heing tuo sympathetic with the pri-
soners, but I want to say that many
times—a number of times, through the
day when I visited the prison there, I
stood and loonked into those cells, and
I thought of the men incarcerated
there behind those walls, that no doubt
came from good hoines, that may have
had very good training, that may have
had influenceg thrown around them
when they were young that were help-
ful and good, but in a moment of
weakness have failed, and were incar-
cerated behind prison walls.

Becuus? a fellow-man has been ob-
liged to don prisen garb, he has not
ceased to be a man; that doesn't prove
that he is totally depraved. There is
hope for him. We must take into con-
sideration the conditions that sur-
round different people, pre-natal con-
ditions may have influenced that boy,
early training, faulty training, or bad
surroundings, a8 he grew toward man-
hood, mayv have influenced him And
let me say to you, gentlemen, that the
dividing line between success and fail-
ure, or the thread which is drawn be-
tween success and failure, sometimes
is very slender, and when we con-
gratulate ourselves that we have not
heen a victim of eircumstances and
become prisoners there, we ought to
remember that our lives may not have
had tie same conditions or circum-
stances surrounding them that they
have hacl.

T think we ought to take into con-
sideration all these things. T regret
that I cannct speak to you gentlemen
in the way that I feel in regard to
this, but I feel deeply that the State of
Maine should give us a better place in
which to put our conviets.

The reports have been referred
here, and T have taken the trouble to
examine very many of the reports of
the State Prison, hoth of the wardens
and of the Council Committees,

to

al-
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maost every year, reports iy favor of a
new state prison, feeling that the con-
ditiong there could not bhe 1repaired
and could not be placed in a proper
condition te care for the inmates at
the present location.

As 1 saud before, gentlemen, |1
are where it is [ocaled,
Knox County op in any other county
in the state; but it is  important  to
provide for those who are unfortunate,
that they may be properly carcd for,
and have proper surroundings. T be-
lieve that while we may  have  lhe
right to incarcerate ceriminals hehind
prison walls, to protect soclety, and
for tne welfare and benelit of vocicty,
vet we have not the right to deprive
them of the sunlight or the air of
Heaven.

It has been said that nene of tham
that wo therce contract wubercuiosis;
that they have it when they go there.
T say that evenr though it may have
been in the incipient stage, that con-
ditions therc conduce to the develop-
ment of it, and T looked upon many
of them down there and saw  their
wan, pale features, saw they hadn’t
got the air nor the sunlight, or those
things that they need if they are to
live and cemfortable there.

doun't
whether in

nure

he

Gentlemen, [ did noi intend to take
much of vour time with this, but I did
not feol as though T could let the tiat-
ter 2o hy  without expressing iy
views, showing on which side T stood.

Individvals and states and nations, |
believe, sin at a fearful cost, and T
Lelieve it is a sin laid at the door of
the State of Maine today that we do
noe remedy  conditions  when those
conditions are made Known to us.

T don’t believe that because a marn

has committed a crime that we should
feel that it is 2 matter of resentment:
that it i& a matter merely of punish-
ment. I believe that prison life should
not be considered entirely as a pun-
ishment, hut for the reform of the
prisoner., and that we ought to make
that the prime idea, the reform of the
prisoner, to make him better when he
eoes out again, if he outlives his sen-

tence; that he may he a better man
and a better citizen. T don’t helieve
that we should entirelv  regard his
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vrison life as a punishment for what
ne has done. We should help to make
nig prison life the best we can; fit him
o make a Dhetter and more useful citi-
“en,

I have many similar things that I
would like to tell vou about, but I be-
reve |owould be imposing upon the
time of the fenate at this time, and I
tliiank you for listening to nie paticnt-
iy,

Mr.
P’res

SCAMMON  of Hancock: Mr,
derdt, T want to say that I did not
wish to inject myself into this discus-
#ion, but 1 wish to say that anyone
who sayvs that they never heard any-
rhing about this new prison proposi-
tion before coming here, or that it is
S one man movement, or that no one
~ere heard anything about it until
they weoere nere several weeks, hae a
misconception of this matter or is try-
ing to prevent the real facts.

Not only the members of this legis-
lature but the people of our State have
heen educated to the conditions that
oxigted at the State Prison. Tt was in
the Press before we came here, and
sentlemen must have seen and known
of these things, T want to say that
one of the first things that T heard on
coming here was this proposition, and
it was not at that time any one man
movement. [ want this matter dis-
cussed fairly and brought out in itg
true light.

Having injected miyvself into the dis-
cugsion there are ¢one or two points
that I wish to take up. 1 notice there
was something said in regard {o sel-
fishness in this matter. 1 believe we

have no occasion for selfishness in
Kllsworth. [f there is ever a move-
ment to have the State prisonat RKlls-

worth I want to be put on record that
I shall be against it, first, last and all
the time. For I believe it is not, to the
extent, but partially the same as
Thomaston, perhaps, not an ideal lo-
cation on account of its being some-

what sectional.
Now [ believe that the propositicu

that this prison can he located some-
where where it will be a paying pro-
position to the State, is one that should
receive much consideration, for states
have had state prisons  which paid
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and tiere is no real
this prison should
Maine can conduet
as any other state

their own bills,
good reason why
not. 'The State of
its aifairs as well
in the TUnion.

I submit to vou as business men
that if the State of Maiue should lo-
cate its prison at any point which I
should consider a good locaticn—I
should consider a place on the line of
a good railroad, anywhere near the
central part of the State—1 should
jump at the offer to receive this pris-
on fitted up with workmen and the
necessary things to do with, and I
should be mighiy glad to bhe warden
for the State of Maine without pay, if
it were to be obtained, and with the

genial Senator from XKnox as assis-
tant.
Mr., COLE of York: Mr. President,

it seems to me there are twc or three
points here that have not been hrought

out at all. [ very much dislike to d&if-
fer with the majority report of any
committee. [ believe they have given
us the report according to their best
judgment.

We are told a good deal about this
old prison. 1 4o not’ know that a
prison should be made a  thing of

beauty and a joy forever. 1t is simply
a place of detention, and when yvou
can make it clean and wholesome and
fairly cemfortable for those unfortu-
nate enough to be there, we have done
onr full Jduty by them, until we take
care of those who are more worthy of
our assistance than that class. 1 do
not mean to say we should not take
care of our conviets in the best pos-
sible mannrer, but we have so many
other institutions that need our help,
0 many people scattered around our
State who need the assistance of the
State, that it seems to me folly to come
here it the name of sentiment and say
that we need this new prison, because
that one at Thomaston is in an out of
the way place and hard to get at, and
becanse it wasg huilt in 1824, if for a
small sum of money we can make that
vrison habitable and comfortable.

We change our views regarding the
handling of prisoners very rapidly.
If crime is a disease, as some helieve,
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and as our criminologists are nform-
ing us, then the point comes that we
need use our prisong as wvlaces of de-
tenticn only, except for prisoners hept
there for the protection of society. We
do not believe the man who steals vur
woeod on the street is to be detaed
prisen for the protection of socicly.
We do not believe that the man who
steals a pair of snoes from a freight
car should be detained in prison for
the protection of the public from bodi-
ly injury.

We best get away from that idea,
that men who practice that belief al-
low inen to sutfer punishment by be-
ing delained in prison and put in so-
called dog-heles end Kept on  bread
and water. We are hecoming modern;
We parele our prisoners and give
them indeterminate sentences. And
if we have an average of 160 in the
vrison today, five vears from today
we will have not more than 1. There
is no reason for providing a prison for
the future. The future will take care
of the prisoners as it thinks best.

Our ideas are changing. I do ot
bhelieve the state prison at Thomas-
ion will do as well in the future as it
has in the past, for T do not belicve
people will he kepi there under the
long sentences they have in the
past.

We all believe In taking care of our
state institutions. as well as the peo-
ple in the institutions, and our money
is nreaded for other institutions to
maintain them. Why put into an in-
stitution $300,000 when $100,000 will do
all that we need to do today. There
is no sentiment abhout state prison,
whether it looks like a rock pile or a
bhrick pile, built of lime and water and
a little faecing of concrete? They will
keep thege men in there in accordance
with their sentences and Kkeep them
comfortably, and that is all that the
State of Maine is expected to do, and
I would be the last to vote for any ap-
propriation to renovate that prison,
hut if 3%100,000 will renovate it why
should we go to the people and ask
them tc spend $300,000. when we
know it will never complete anything
started in that kind of a movement,

The Senator from Penohscot has

had
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told more truth than pcetry. TIeople
are not giving anything to the state
unless there is a throw-back. It has
heen going the other way, and when
someone gives you $10,000 if you will
spend with it $100,000, it iz not very
much of a gift. We can get land
enough at Thomaston or anywhere
else¢, so that the prisoners can work
cut of doors, and earn a little some-
thing that may be turned back to them
when thney are free and they again
take their place in society. There
seems to be scmething in these argu-
ments, something in  the air, that
something is to be handed over to the
State of Maine, and I ask who has
authority to say that?

I ask you again, if the people urn
this down and you helieve in your hu-
manitarian principles are you willing
to go to the people and see whether it
will be turned down in 1915? And
those people who are suffering there
for the want of things, are you to
keep them until another legislature is
here, and have that legislature go
through the same performance and
keep that up year by year and have
nothing done, or shall we say that we
can afford it and appropriate $109,000
when $100,000 will make them as cleaa
and healthy as to build an entirely
new plant, and put in that row of
steel cells that will be just as good as
would be put in the mnew building,
and of the same material?

There were only 67 prisoners sent
there in 1914, and whether you locate
ilie prison at one section of the state
or another, it is hard to get it in the
geographical center where someoneg
will not have trouble in reaching i

I cannot see where we are gaining
dollars for the State of Maine but can
see where we are losing a great deal.
T cannol see how we are favoring the
prisoners if we put off the day, but 1
can see where it will be years and
vears before these things come to
them that these men are standing up
for teday.

If T had a friend in Thomaston and
I believed the conditions there were
not right for him I should certainly
vote against this bill if it was possible
for me to have bhetter cuarters inside
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of the time that wouid be required for
this bill to become affective. Your
prison wmay not be completed in two
years. If the people turn it down you
must wait until you come back here
again. I want to ask you, if you pass
this bill how are you going to get your
$300,000 unless you malke an appropria-
tion and assess a State tax. Then, if
the people turn it down you have
$300,060 in vour State treasury which
you have appropriated for a Staie
prison that the people have instructed
you not to build.

It seems to me an unwise move, amd
it seems to me we should vote such
sum as is necessary to renovate the
old prison, put in one hundred or one
hundres? and ffty steel cells, all we:
need, and give these people what is
best for them.

Mr. MURPHY of Cumberland: T
waat to say a few words in favor of
the minority report, and say it quiclk.

I have been here ten years at the
l.egislature, covering a period of ten
vears, and I would say that I have
never heard the prison discussed once,
to & great extent, never knew there
was such a demand for renovation, or
for a new prison. I have heard many
other propositions brought before the
legislature. One of them was the re-
building of this State House, or a new
State Touse. A new State House
would have cost from one to two mil-
lions. This building was renovated—
added to—to the satisfaction of all
the people of the State of Maine—I
am going to testify to that, notwith-
sanding the fact that I was strongly
for the removal of the State Capital
to Portland.

It has Leen my pleastre to traval
from one end of this State to the
other, looking at the various institu-
tions, schools, TUniversity, State
School for Boys, etc. There are
many demands present and inevita-
ble, proposed to the committee, for
instance, the Central School at Hai-
lowell, and the Reformatory for Wi-
men. It seems to me that the Re-
formatory for Women touches on this
prison proposition, as we see
This is going, to a certain extent, to
relieve the prison. They commenced

it
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a campaign for a Reformatory for
Women many years ago, and put if
off, delayed and ©postponed it, Dut
now it has got to a point where we
must vote to build a Reformatory for
‘Women,

It uas been the good pleasure of my
friend Allen and myseit to visit various
institutions in Maine and out of Maine,
One of the puints that we noted in con-

nection with one institution was the
drainage; they wete complaining very
bitterly there of the drainage, because

th= drainage had flowed into a neighbor-
ing stream. polluting the water-supply
to the disadvantage of the country
around. As I understand, the drainage
at Thomaston is satisfactovy: it near
the seoi.

is

1f you are looking for opportunities to
refieve suffering thumanity, I would refev
you to the Indian villages. There is no
cell in Thomaston that will compare with
the squalor and conditions there. Taere
isn't anybody hustling very much tov help
them out.  Again, as (we look up the
wants of the State, you will find another
condition to exist. The Normal School
system, dormitories wanted everywhere;
ne places for the girls to stay at night,
except distributed around through the
tdwns, no oversight, no provision of any
kind, It seems to me that is a good
way to furnish inmates for reformatories
and prisons, Jleave them to go as they see
fit every night.

The Committeee, confronted with con-
iditions of that sort, saw fit to use their
influence to turn down the Reformatory
for Women in order to build dormitories,
in towns where Normal Schools are sit-
uated.

We are confronted continuously with
demands to establish new institutions.
piling up and maintaining the work bhe-
fore us. “We can never get things cleared
up and finished. hecause iwe are contin-
ually confronted with propositions to
consider new institutions.

As far as location is concerned, I want
to say right here that Cumberland Coun-
ty is not interested in the change of this
institution. We don’t want it in Cum-
berland; we are satisfied where it s,
mand I have never seen anybody come
back from State Prison—and 1 have seen
some of them-—that had much complaint
to make. One I have in mind that camz
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back, n man returned from the prison:
it was in connection with this board that
was established there, that asked for a
big brother, or something of that sort.
A prominent man of the City of Portland
was able to secure for this young man

employment, and T was approached on
the subject. I telephoned two or three
concerns,  One of them said yes, they

would give him a job, but he savs for
me to put my name to this paper that I
Am going to be a DLig brother. That man
is in Portland making from seventy-five
to one hundred dollars a month.

That is what I call helping a person
out,

I am only talking on this #@s a4 man
interested in the Stute of Maine and the
County fo Cumberland, We have a load
to carry now sufficiently heavy to carry
without lceading up with new things, and
it vou load up with new things without
taking off some «f the load you have
previously put there, vou wiil have more
than you can carry.

Again, [ have heard the proposition ot
2 tuherculosis sanitarium. It seems to
me it is about time to de something
about that, and tlake them up one by one
as they are put up to us.

Take it in Cumberland County, for in-
stance, we have a jail there--I don't
iknow mwhether it is very attractive o
not. Somehow o1 other it has sort of
fatiracted, because a good many men see
fit to geo there, and evidently they are
willing to go and spend a part of the
season rather than 'be out in the cold
winter weather. I don't believe in mak-
ing these things tco attractive. Let them
feel just a Dbit as though they wouldn't
‘whnt to o back there again.

Talk about dog-holes. There is no dog-
hole I hiave ever seen that equaled the
dog-holes at Pleasant Pond and Dana’s
Pond. Why not go and help those fel-
lows out. if sve are going in for svmpa-
thy?

Gentlemen. I am going to cut my re-

murks short, and say that [ want to
support the minority report.
Mr. MOULTON of Cumberiand: Mr.

President, I call for the previous ques-
tion.

Mr. WALKER: Mr. President, I
move that when the vote be taken it
e taken by yeas and nays.



LEGISLATIVE RECORD —SENATE,

A sufficient number @ arising the

yeas and nays were ordered.

The question being on the accept-
ance of either report of the commit-
tee, and Senator Chatto’s motion to
adopt the majority report, ought to
pass, the secretary called the roil
Those voting yea were: Messrs., Al-
len, Boynton, Burleigh, Chatto, Con-
ant, Dunton, Durgin, Emery, Fulton,
Peacocik, Scammon, Swift—12 Those
voting mnay were: Messrs. Ames,
Bartlett, Butler, Clark, Colby, Cole,
Flaherty, Garcelon, Herrick, Jillson,
Leary, Moulton, Murphy, Price, Thurs-
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ton, Walker, Weld—17. Absentees, Mr.
Hastings—1.

Twelve voling in favor of the adop-
tion of the majority report ought to
pass, and 17 voting against, the .na-
jority report was not accepted.

The question recurring on the adop-
tion of the minority report ought not
to pass, on motion by Mr. Cole of
York, the reports were tabled pend-
ing acceptance.

On motion of Mr. Moulton of Cum-
berland,

Adjourned until tomorrow morning
at 9 o’clock.



