
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Legislative b~ecord 
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SENATE. 

Monday, January 13, 1913. 
Sena te called to order by the Pre~

ident. 
Prayer by Rev. John Gibson of Au

gusta. 
Journal of pre\'ious se~sion rcad 

and approved. 
Pupers from the House dispused of 

in concurrence. 
From the House: A n Act to amend, 

Sedion 1 of Chapter 151 of the Pub
lic Laws of 1905, relating to clerk hire 
in the registry cf probate of Kennebeo 
county. 

This bill came from the H/)use in 
that Branch referred to the Kennebec 
connty delegation, and was tabled by 
Mr. Dutton of Kennebec_ 

Mr. DUTTON of Kennebc: Mr. 
President: I move to lay this bill up
on the tahlt and will say in explana
tion of this motion that I d<:>sire to. in
vestie:ate as to whether or not Slml
la!' r;,easures haye been introduced, or 
are to be introduced, relating to prac
ticaily the same subject matter,. a.nd 
Ih[.t should be referred to a J01l1t 
committee, rather than to tl1<:> Kenne
bec delegation. 

The following communication was re
ceived from the Executive D'-,partment: 

STATE OF MAINE. 
Executive Chamber. 

AUGllSTA. 
To the Senate and House' or HepH'

sent~ tives: 
I herewith endose a communication 

fro1Ol tile Honorable Duncan LT. Fletch.
er president of the Southcrn C7mmcI ' 
ci~l Cong-ress. :tceompanied Y\-lth pa
pers, for your consideration. 

(~igned) 'YIlJLIAM T. HAINES, 
(joYE'rnol'. 

J:l.lluary 13, 1913, 
The communication fullows: 

TT"'I'l':B~D STATES SEKATE. 
'Vas;~;ngton, D. C" Janual'y 10, IBH. 

Hon. ,VIlliam '1'. Haine~, 
Goyernor of Maine, 

Augusta, Maine. 
My Dear Governor: The American 

Commission for the study of Europea~ 
systems of Co-operatiye Rural CredIt" 

"'ill lea,'(' New York, April 26, for a 
90-days tour. The commission has re
ceived the endorsement of the 1nter
national [nstitute of Agrkulture, 
Heme; the PreSident of the United 
United states; the Senate of :he Unit-
cd statE's; the Department of State; 
the GOVf'ITLOrS in conference in Rich, 
monu; the Farmers' Educational and 
Co-opel'ath-~c Fnion of America; the' 
Amcrican Association of Commercial 
Executives; the National Farmers' 
Congress; the l\'ational Drainage Con
grcbS; the National Grange; and the 
Soatnern Association of Agricultural 
WGrkers. 

It IS important for yonr State to be 
rCl':'escntpcl. Let me ur~c" you to senel 
a special messagt> to the Le;:c'slatur0, 
recommcTtc ing the aprroprbtion of 
t\venty-fOlll' hundred dollars to con:r 
thc cost of two delegates. Enclosed 
you ',vill find a copy of the hill that 
is to be in-ToJuced in the Legislatures 
of many states, and also a copy of the 
credcntials tIl at the Governors will be 
asked to furnish their d(']ega tes. 

"Gnder sf'parate CO\'er I am sending 
you Senah~ Dn,::ument No. 967 ,vhicl1 
contains President Taft's letter to the 
Governors, Ambaf"sac1or Herrick's re
port, "The ,Yay Out of th" Rut," by 
D;,Yid Lubin. which includes the itin
(Tr,ry, etc the "Outline of the Euro
pean Systems of Agricultural Finance." 
a tr8nslatbn from the Frcnch, and tb" 
House Document, No. S!J1. 

Plea"," favor me with a prompt re
ply in urc"r that I may know that 
you "\"111 g'yE' your actiyE' co-operatIon 
in providing fur thE' StLl te of Maine. 

Yours ypry truly, 
(Signed) DPXCAX C FLET~HER, 

Presid(cnt Southern Commercwl COIl
grpss. 
On motion by 1\1r. Emery of Yorl{, 

the communication with accompany
ing pap("n was referred to the com
mittee Oil hanks and bankmg. 

The following bills, petitions, etc., 
were pres('nted and referred: 

Judiciary. 
By Mr. Hersey o{ Aroostook: An 

Act to amend Chapter 6 of the Re 
vised Statutes relating to the regula
tion and conduct of elections. 
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Mr. HERSEY of Aroostook: Mr. 
President: I wish to say to the Sen
ate that the joke is on me. I think 
Senate Document No. 3 is a bill with 
a similar label which came into the 
Senate with my endorsement, was ta .. 
bled and printed and referred to the 
committee on Judiciary. I had my at
ten tion called, yesterday, to the fact 
that I had fallen from grace in ad
vocating a Massachusetts ballot law 
for two sessions, and now going back 
to the Connecticut law. When I put 
in Bill No.3, I went down into the 
library to get a copy of the bill, and 
finding only one printed bill on flle, 
No. 11, being labelled the same, I tool, 
it to be the Massachusetts ballot bill, 
and had the stenographer in the office 
make a COpy for me to present here. I 
found after the bill had been printed 
and referred to a committee, to my 
committee, that I had made an error, 
and had had printed the Connecticut 
baIlot law, which you will remember 
was introduced in the Senate, two 
years ago, by Senator Donigan, arid a 
bilI that I did not favor very mueh, 
that went to the Judieiary committee 
and was reported unanimously ought 
not to pass, and the bill I have been 
standing for, that was reported from 
that committee favorably, had been 
left out of the proceedings. and I find 
that the little foundling of Senator 
Donigan has been left on my door 
steps and I am its foster father. I 
wish to do my duty and I will say to 
the committee that t:nder the circum
stances I will furnish the cigars, and 
I will say, as far as Senator Donigan 
is concerned that when I meet him I 
expect him to treat me, although I 
don't smoke. (Laughter.) 

I move that the bill be tabled for' 
printing pending refarence to the com
mittee. 

The motion was adopted. 

By Mr. Stearns of Oxford: An Aet 
to increase the capital stock of the 
Maine Telephone and Telegraph Co .. 
and to ratify, confirm and make valid 
certain doings of said company. 

By Mr. Dutton of Kennebec: An 
Act granting addition:!1 rights to mar
ried women. 

Legal Affairs. 
By Mr. Boynton of Lincoln: All 

Act in relation to the Lincoln County 
Jail. 

By Mr. Hersey of Aroostook: An 
Act to create and establish a public 
utilities commission and prescribing 
its powers and duties to provide for 
the regulation and control of public 
utilities. 

Mr. HERSEY of Aroostook: Mr. 
PreSident: I wish to say to the Sen·· 
ate in explanation of this bill, that we 
had a utilities bi!1 before the last 
Legislature and it went to the Legal 
Affairs committee. A sub-committee 
aeted with the Judiciary committe,: 
and divided reports were made to the 
House and Senate. After a long dis
cussion that bill was rejected by the 
House and passed by the Senate. I 
see that an attempt has been made 
in the other Body to resurrect thi<; 
old bill, which neither Democrats o!' 
Republicans at that time approved. 
And I do not think it ought to be the 
basis for action by this Legislature. 
I hope to see a bill go through this 
Legislature that meets the approval of 
both Democrats and Republicans in 
the Senate and in the House. Both 
parties have it in their platform that 
such a bill should go through, and I 
wish suC'h a bill to go through with
out any attempt to revive any old 
partisan measure, and I present her2 
the Rhode Island bill as a basis to 
act upon. Rhode Island enacted a 
pUblic utilities bill, a year ago, this 
month, the latest bill enacted by any 
Legislature. After a careful examina
tion of all bills in the United States 
I have adapted that bill to Maine. I 
think it is a splendid bill. Further, 
any bill that goes through this Legis
lature will have to be carefully con
sidered, and wi!] not of course be ex
actly the bill put in. 

I ask that this bill lie upon the 
table for printing pending reference 
to a committee. 

The motion was adopted and the bill 
was tabled. 

Orders of the Day. 
On motion by Mr. Stearns of Oxford, 

Senate Document NO. 11, An Act to 
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amend Chapter 131 of the Public Laws 
of 1911, entitled "An Act relating to 
taxing insur[tncE' companies not au
thl)rized to do business in Maine," ta
blHI for printing, was taken from the 
table. 

On further motion by the s[tme sen·· 
ntor the hill was rE'ferred to the com-, 
mittee on mercantile affairs and in
surance in CLHlcurrence. 

On lllotion by Mr. Packard of Knox, 
Senate Document No. 13, An Act to 
prc)Vide for n board of road commis
slorrers in towns in which there is not 
already a board of public works, was 
takea from the table. 

On further motion by the same sena
tor the hill was referred to the com
mittee on ways and bridges. 

On motion by Mr. Hersey of Aroos
took Senate Document 1'\0. 10. An Act 
for the better regulation of the prac
tiCe' of dentistry in the state of Maine, 
and to rc-organi,;e the Board of Den
tal Examiners, was taken from the t,~

ble. 
On further motion by the same sen

a tor, the bill was referred to the com
mittee on judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. Hersey of Aroos
took, Senate Document No. 14, An Act 
to amend Chapter 297 of the Prlvate 
and SpecIal Laws of 1907, entitled: "An 

Act creating the Fort Kent Village 
Corporation," was taken from the ta
ble. 

On furt!J(·J· motion by the same sen
ator the bill was referred to the com
mittee on IE·gal affairs in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Smith of Penob
seot, Senate Document No.8, An Act 
relating to the Fort Kent Electric C(,., 
\\ as tak('11 from the table. 

On further motion by the same sen
a tor, the bill was referred to the com
mitteE' on legal affairs. 

On motion by the same senator, Sen
ate Docum€nt No. 15, An Act for the 
abolishment of grade crossings (If rail
roads, W['S taken from the table. 

On further motion by tile same sen
ator. the bill was referred to the com
mittce on raEroads and expresses. 

Oll motion by Mr. Paclmrd of Knox, 
SEnate Document No. 12, An Act tn 
provide for t1lP cutting of busbes and 
woods "within the limits of any high
way or to\"n\\"ay adjoining cultivated 
land, was taken from the table. 

On further motion by the same sen
a tor, the bill was referred to the com
mittee on \",ays and bridges. 

On motion tJY Mr. Mansfield of 
\\Tashington, adjourned until tomor
row morning, CIt 10 o'clock. 




