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LEGISLATIVE RECORD

SENATE.

Friday, March 24, 1911,

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Gibson of Au-
gusta.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Papers from the House disposed of
in concurrence.

Passed to be Engrossed.

The following bills and resolves
were given their two readings and
were passed to be engrossed under
suspension of the rules.

An Act for the assessment of State
tax for the year 1911.

An Act to incorporate the Anson
Water Company. (Tabled on motion
by Mr. Gowell of York, pending sec-
ond reading.)

Majority and minority reports of the
judiciary committee on Bill, An Act
creating a single board of represen-
tative government for cities and
towns in the State of Maine, came
from House, that Branch having ac-
cepted the majority report of the com-
mittee, “ought not to pass.” (Tabled
on motion by Mr. Gowell of York,
pending acceptance of the report.)

Majority and minority reports of
the committeec on education on Bill, An
Act to provide for the distribution of
the school mill fund and the common
school fund, came from the House,
the majority report accepted and the
bill referred to the next I.egislature.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.
President: I do not want to say any-
thing at this time as to the merits of
this bill, except to explain that it
was introduced only after it became
apparent to me that the so-called
Grange bill could not be passed, and
this was intended as a further and
precise application of the principle
_ embodied in the Grange bill.

Besides this bill, there are three or
four other measures now pending in
various forms in this Legislature
which all have to do with the dis-
tribution of the school fund and the
distribution of certain parts of it for
certain purposes.

There is on the table of the Senate
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an order looking toward the appoint-
ment of a committee on all these mat-
ters and requiring them to report to
the next Legislature. In view of the
several bills pending and the advisa-
bility of reaching some agreement as

to what shall be done in the next
Legislature, I move that the Senate
ask for a committee of conference

with the hope that it may work out
something in regard to all these meas-
ures.

Mr. EDWARDS of Androscoggin:
Mr. President: I hope that the motion
of the Senator from Aroostook will not
prevail, and move that we concur with
the action of the House.

Mr., GOWELL of York: Mr. Presi-
dent: It seems to me that the Senator
from Aroostook is simply asking for
fair treatment in this matter. We
have all heard of the Milliken bill, so
calted, and the action taken yesterday
in the House, and we know that other
matters are pending concerning the
same subject.

I belicve we have had committees of
conference on several matters during
the past week, of far less importance
than this one.

I hope the motion of
will prevail.

1 think it is a fair proposition, and
I will add that it means a great deal
to the country towns in the State. The
argument has been used in the House
and in the lobby that it will take a
large amount of money from the large

the Senator

cities. I understand that we are here
to legislate for the whole State, and
not for the cities alone. We all

know that the Senator has been emi-

nently fair, and we should sustain
him.
Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-

dent: Once more during this session I
find myself in accord with the Senator
from Aroostook,

1 have always been opposed to the
method by which our school fund has
been distributed according to valua-
tion, I don’t know as I am in favor, I
don’t think I am in favor, of the hill of
the Senator from Aroostook. I think
the only fair way to distribute the
school fund is by population, the num-
ber of scholars, and in the manner my
brother suggests.
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In the three matters pending, it
seems to me a committee of confer-
ence should be appointed to work out
some scheme whereby this§ matter may
be equitably and fairly adjusted. The
country towns have suffered and will
suffer for the next year, until the next
Legislature, if the bill on valuation is
the method on which the mill tax is
distributed.

I am heartily in favor of the motion
and hope it will prevail

Mr. OSBORN of Somerset: Mr.
President: I think there is no more
important measure to come before

this ILegislature than the distribution
of our common school money. It has
ben discussed quite freely and dif-
ferent methods have been proposed,
and I can see no reason why the
Senate should not be treated jusi as
fairly in this matter as the other
Branch of the Legislature. 1 believe
that we are a co-ordinate Branch of
the Legislature and there is no good
reason why we should fall into every
method taken up by the House of
Representatives. et us have a
committee of conference on this mat-
ter and see if we cannot work out
some method of agreement that will
be more satisfactory, at least, t{han
the preSent method.

I hope the motion of the Senator
from Aroostook will prevail
Mr, FULTON of Sagadahoc: Mr.

President: As a member of the com-
mittee on education, I hope the mo-
tion of the Senator from Aroostook
will prevail.

The committee spent a lot of time
considering these different methods,
and it seemed to us after looking over
the bill introduced by Senator Os-
born, and talking it over carefully in
the committe, that perhaps it could
not go through this Legislature, and
by the advice of gentlemen interested
in educational matters, we decided to
draft this bill, which perhaps un-
fortunately for some reasons, goes
under the name of the “Milliken bill,”
and it is not supported perhaps by
some because it i§ known as the
Milliken bill.

Gentlemen, I am going to support
this bill because I think it is right and
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does justice to the various towns and
municipaliities throughout the State
of Maine.

I do not believe that matters of this
kind should be considered hastily. 1
do not believe that people should go
into the lobby and trade and traffic
on such matters as this, as I think has
been done in this case. I believe peo-
ple come here to represent the whole
State, 4nd should be broad-minded
and fair-minded and consider what is
for the interest of the State at large—
not your locality or my locality. It
is unfortunate that there is so much
trading and trafficking here for per-
sonal gain in this Legislature. I will
say that T am ashamed at the atti-
tude I have seen some of the mem-
bers take on these matters.

The PRESIDENT--The question is
upon the motion of the Senator from
Aroostouk, that the Senate insist up-
on its action and ask for a committee
of conference.

Mr. BOYNTON of Lincoln—Mr.
President, I ask that the motion be
put that we ask for a committee of
conference, and not that we insist.

The motion as amended was adopted
and the President appointed on the
committee of conference on the part
of the Senate, Messrs. Milliken, Boyn-
ton and Edwards.

Mr. Boynton explained that he
should be very busy on the commit-
tee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs, and asked to have someone
substituted in his place on the com-
mittee of conference.

The President thereupon substituted
in the place of Mr. Boynton, Mr. Win-
slow of Cumberland.

House Document No. 158, An Act de-
fining the main trunk line of highway
through the State, came from the
House cendorsed “The House insists
and calls for a committee of confer-
ence.”

The President joined on such com-
mittee on the part of the Secnate,
Messrs. Allan, Pendleton and Foss,

House Document No. 627, An Act
constituting nine hours a Day’s work
for public employees, came from the
House, endorsed “The House insists
upon its former action and asks for
a committee of conference.”
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On motion of Mr. Mayo of Hancock,
a committee of conference was ap-
pointed. The President joined on the
part of the Senate Messrs. Allan,
Blanchard and Leach.

The report of the committee on Ways
and Bridges, on An Act to provide for
the erection of the Portland bridge,

“ought to pass,” came from the House,
by that Branch indefinitely post-
poned.

Mr. WINSLOW of Cumberland—Mr.

President, In reference to the Port-
land bridge matter; situated as T am
and have been, in consequence of he-
ing placed on the legislative commit-
tee to ascertain from expert authority
the condition of that bridge, and
further from the fact of being on the
commitiee on Ways and Bridges, be-
fore whom these matters have come,
and also on account of being one who
represents Cumberland county, I wish
to state at this time that in the first
place there was a petition to this
Legislature for authority to make re-
search into this particular bridge and
ascertain as to its strength and safe-

ty for public use. The committee,
with that authority, employed well
known, practical engineers, Sawyer

and Moulton of Portland, and Prof.
Harold S. Boardman, head of the De-
partment of Engineers of the Maine
University. Also as an expert wit-
ness, a Mr. Worcester of the Boston
Bridge Company. Mr. Worcester had
charge of the construction of this par-
ticular draw in this bridge at the
time of its original construction. All
of these several engineers have per-
formed their several duties in the ex-
amination of the draw of the Portland
bridge, and they have made their re-
ports to the legislative committee of
their findings, and this committee has
reported back to this body of the Leg-
islature.

The committee on Ways and Bridges
held their hearing, and it was large-
ly represented by the members of
Cumberland county, and at that hear-
ing the vote was carried by the com-
mittee that it “ought to pass.” The
bill has gone to the House and they
have not conformed with the commit-
tee’s report.
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I should speak of the condition of
the bridge, perhaps, and I will state
that a little later I wish to offer an
amendment. The bridge,—I speak of
the bridge from one end to the other,
from the Portland side, extending
from York Street over the railroad
tracks of the B. & M. and M. C. R. R,,
crossing over the draw and on to the
South Portland side. When I speak
of the draw itself, it is that portion of
the bridge which is used for the pass-
age of vessels and this particular por-
tion of the bridge is defective owing
to its long continued service, and the
original ceonstruction of the bridge.
This particular iron construction of

the draw was sufficient for the needs
at the time of construction., The
construction at that time did not
call for anything of greater mag-
nitude of strength than was put
in there. During all the time in-
tervening since then, this structure

has become weakened by corrosion and
the action of the elements and salt wa-
ter. At the time the bridge was built
there were no trolley cars that made
use of this bridge or draw. Since that
time the e¢lectric car service hasg ac-
quired the use of the bridge through
the county commissioners. Before do-
ing so, it was insisted that the draw
he strengthened which was done by
putting in a certain number of girders
underneath the track of the electrie
railroad. The railroad company made
use of this bridge for a certain length
of time, under the condition that they
would make a change, extending their
tracks outside of the bridge limits on
the easterly side. The draw was con-
gested on account of its narrowness,
for when a car is on the draw it is
impossible for a team to pass along
side of it.

I have here the opinion of the en-
gineers who examined the bridge, de-
scribing all the weak parts of this
draw, and also have several drafts
that have been taken of the weak
parts that could be gotten at. There
are certain sectiong of an iron bridge
that are covered up and impossible
to get at. By corrosion, they found
that the structure of this bridge has
depreciated since it was built fifty per-
cent.

They inform me from I think a cor-
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rect knowledge of the original bridge
that they are making these bridges
five times as strong now as they then
thought was necessary. There is a
chance of overloading this bridge, and
when that occurs it may collapse, ac-
cording to the testimony of the en-
gineers.

While perhaps the railroad feels that
they may safely pass over that bridge
for the time being, T have noticed of
late that they are very cautious to
have not more than one car on the
draw at one time. The engineers rec-
ommended that extreme caution must
be had in passing over thig draw and
that it should not be overloaded at
any time, and not more than one car
should pass over it at one time, and
that congestion such as might occur
when the draw has been opened after
being closed to allow the passage of
vessels, should be avoided. As it has
been in the past, they have taken
chances in going over that draw.

I will state that some objections,
and perhaps the principal one in refer-
ence to this Act in the House, is that
the Cumberland county delegation
thought this matter was not directly
referred to them. They did not object
to the bridge at the time it was built,
and the finances of course is what
hampers them in Cumberland couniy.
It has become imperative that this
thing must be done if a county brldge
is to be maintained there, and there
must be sooner or later a bridge con-
structed there, and the purpose of this
bill is to devise means by which this
bridge can be built. It was left en-
tirely with ihe county commissioners
to carry out all this under authority
from the Legislature. We want this
to go to the county commissioners so
that they may have time to carry it
out, and bring about the construction
of the bridge at a reasonably early
date.

The inhabitants of Cumerland coun-
ty had an opportunity to be present
at all hearings. The hearing at Port-
land was advertised and everybhody
that had any interest in the matter
had a chance to be there. Perhaps
some did not get to that hearing, but
that was not the fault of the commit-
tee. At the hearing before the com-
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mittee on Ways and Bridges, some
exceptions were made because the
county was not represented there.
The Cumberland cocunty delegation was
in the building at the time and were
knowing to the fact that the hearing
was to take place.

Now, referring to the Cumberland
county delegation, I believe they have
some rights in the matter and we cer-
tainly wish to accord it to them, and
they wish to state that they want to
do everything they can, and that the
construction of this bridge will meet
with the approval of Cumberlanhd
county, We believe the amendment of-
fered will fully cover the ground. I will
offer the amendment and shall read a
portion of it because 1 want it under-
stood.

The PRESIDENT: I would suggest
that the report of the committee be
accepted.

Upon motion by Mr. Winslow, the
report of the committee was accepted;
the President read Senate Amendment
A to Senate Document No. 193, and
the amendment was then adopted.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator, the rules were suspended, the bill
was given its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

House Bill No. 659, An Act to ratify
and confirm the organization of the
Yarmouth Manufacturing Company,
and to give said company additional
powers. (Tabled on motion by Mr.
Blanchard of Franklin.)

Passed to Be Engrossed.

(The following bills and resolves
were given their two readings and
passed to be engrossed under sus-
pension of the rules.)

An Act to amend and extend the
charter of the Belfast Electric Light
Company.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 173 of the Public Laws of 1909, re-
lating to compensation of register of
deeds.

An Act to amend Sectlon 115 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes as
amended, relating to the appropria-
tion for Normal schools.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, House Amendment A (House
Document No. 587) was adopted, and
the bill as amended was then given
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its readings and was passed to be en-
grossed.

An Act to incorporate the Young
Men’s Christian Associations and the
Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tions, organized or to be organized in
this State.

An Act to amend Chapter 125 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1895, en-
titled ‘An Act to incorporate the York
Shore Water Company.’

An Act to incorporate the Hermon
Water Company.

An Act relating to drains and com-
mon sewers in the city of Bangor.

An Act to amend Chapter 256 of the
Public Laws of 1909, relating to trus-
tee process.

An Act concerning corrupt practices
at elections, caucuses and primaries.

An Act to amend Section 13 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 66 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1907, as amended by Chap-
ter 195 of the Public Laws of 1909, re-
lating to fees of witnesses before
referees, auditors and commissioners
appointed to take testimony.

An Act to amend Section 20 of
Chapter 67 of the Public Laws of 1903,
relating to the distribution of person-
al estate.

An Act to amendg Chapter 52, Sec-
tion 7, of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 134 of the Pub-
lic LLaws of 1907, relating to fraudulent
evasions of payment of fares on steam
railroads, street railroads, steamboats
and ferrys.

An Act to amend Section 16 of
Chapter 86 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to sale of shares of capital
stock of a corporation on execution.

An Act relating to evidence in per-
sonal injury cases. (Tabled on motion
by Mr. Gowell pending acceptance of
the report of the committee.)

An Act to provide for the admission
of evidence in actions for libel in cer-
tain cases.

An Act additional to Chapter 226 of
the Private and Special Lawg of 1909,
incorporating the Guilford Water
Company.

An Act to insure publicity with re-
spect to the demands upon the State
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and to facilitate the legislative com-
mittecs in dealing with questions of
appropriation.

An Act rclating to abandoned bury-
ing grounds.

An Act to revive and extend the
charter of the Kingman Development
Company. (Tabled on motion by Mr.
Milliken of Aroostook.)

An Act to incorporate the Kittery Sewer
Company.

An Act to revive and extend the charter
and organization of the South Paris Light,
Heat and Power Company.

An Act concerning notaries public who
are stockholders, directors, officers or em-
ployees of banks or other corporations.

An Act additional to Chapter 140 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909, in rela-
tion to the South Paris Village Corpora-
tion.

An Act to amend the Revised Statutes,
Chapter 34, Section 1, relating to seals of
notary public and validating their acts.

An Act relating to the termination of con-
tracts for the sale or transfer of real es-
tate.

An Act to consolidate the management of
State institutions for insane and feeble
minded.

An Act to provide for further analysis
of commercial fertilizers.

An Act relating to insurance companies
not authorized to do business in Maine.

An Act to amend Specification 1 of Sec-
tion 13 of the Revised Statutes as amended
by Chapter 4, Laws of 1909, relating to
taxation of personal property.

Mr. Boynton of Lincoln presented Resolve
in favor of the clerk and stenographer to
the committee on Appropriations and Fi-
nancial Affairs.

The Resolve was received and referred
to the committee on Appropriations and Fi-
nancial Affairs,

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Allan, for the committee on ..ppro-
priations and Financial Affairs, on Re-
solve in favor of F. W. Hill, Chairman of
the committee on Agriculture, reported that
the same ‘“‘ought to pass.”

The same Senator for the same commit-
tee, on Resolve in favor of messenger to the
committee on Taxation, reported that same
‘ought to pass.”

The same Senator for the same commit-
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tee, on Resolve in favor of the clerk of the
committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur-

ance, reported that the same “ought to
pass.”
Mr. Boynton, for the committee on Ap-

propriations and Financial Affalrs, on Re-
solve in favor of the clerk and messenger
to the committee on Railroads and Iix-
presses, reported that the same ‘‘ought to
pass.”

The same Senator for the same commit-
tee on Resolve in favor of the clerk of the
committee on Manufactur‘es, reported that
same ‘“ought to pass.”

The same Senator for the same commit-
tee, on Resolve in favor of E. V. Allen,
secretary of the committee on Taxation, re-
ported that the same ought to pass.

Mr. Foss, for the same committee, on
Resolve in favor of Harry Stetson, secretary
of the committee on Interior Waters, re-
ported that the same ‘‘ought to pass.”

The same Senator, for the same commit-
tee, on Resolve in favor of the clerk and
typewriter to the committee on Interior
Waters, reported that the same ‘‘ought to
pass.”

The same Senator for tne same commit-
tee, on Resolve in favor of J. M. Lyons,
clerk of the committee on Y.anor, reported
that same ‘ought to pass.>

The reports were accepted, and the sev-
eral resolves were tabled for printing under
joint rules. .

The committee of Conference on the dis-
agreeing action of the two Branches of
the Legislature in regard to House Bill
No. 168, Bill, An Act relating to lumber-
ing operations, report that they cannot
agree. (Signed) Kellogg, for the commit-
tee.

The following joint standing committees
made their final report:

The committee on Agriculture.

The committee on Library.

The committee on State Prison.

The reports were accepted and sent down
for concurrence.

Bil, An Act to amend an Act to prevent
throwing mill waste into the Baskahegan
Stream,

In the House, umnder suspension of the
rules, this Bill was given its two several
readings and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroostook,
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the rules were suspended, the Bill was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed.

Finally Passed.
Resolve in favor of the Madawaska
Training school.
Resclve for the purpose of operating

the fish hatcheries and feeding sta-
tions for fish and the protection of
fish, game and birds.

Resolve in faver of the State School
for Boys. (Tabled on motion by Mr.
Noyes of Kennebec.)

Resolve in favor of Fort William
Henry in the town of Bristol.

Resolve to provide for the insurance
of Ncormal school buildings.

Resolve in favor of the town of Wal-
tham.

Resolve in favor of a highway bridge
over St. John river between Van Buren

Maine, and St. Leonard's, New Bruns-
wick.

Resolve relating to an  equestrian
statute of Major General Oliver O.
Howard. ’

Resolve feor the preservation of the
regimental rolls in the office of attor-
ney general.

Resolve in favor of the Maine State
prison.

Resolve providing for an appropri-
ation for the protection of trees and
shrubs from the introduction and rav-
ages of dangerous insects and diseases
for the year 1912,

Resolve in favor of the Maine Seed
Improvement Association. (Tabled on
motion by Mr. Milliken of Arocostook)

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to annex Fryeburg Academy
Grant in the county of Oxford to the
town of Mason in said county.

An Act in relation to employment
agencies.

An Act to change the eastern boun-
dary of the town of Anson,

An Act to amend the charter of the
Spencer Dam Company.

An Act tc incorporate the Guilford
Water District.

An Act additional to Chapter 70 of
the Revised Statutes. (Tabled by Mr.
Milliken of Aroostook for correction
of title.)

An Act to amend Section 20 of Chap-
ter 6 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to polling places.
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An  Act relating to the protection of
smelts along the coast of Maine from
Casco bay to Penobscot bay.

An Act to amend Section 62 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 58 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1905, relating to free High
schools.

An Act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 129 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 40 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1905, Chapter 144 of the
Public Laws of 1909, relating to sale
of milk.

An Act to amend by adding Section
26 of Chapter 94 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the creation of ponds
for cutlting and harvesting of ice for
the market.

An Act to amend Chapter 213 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909, re-
lating to fishing in Belgrade stream,
in IIennebec county.

An Act relating to the change of lo-

cation of the tracks of street rail-
way companies. (Tabked on motion
by Mr. Gowell of York.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chapter

22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1909,
relating to sentence for maintaining nui-
sance,

An Act to legalize the acts and doing of
the First Universalist Society or Orland,
Maine.

An Act relating to criminal insane.

An Act to authorize the Aroostook Val-
ley Railroad Company to extend its lines
from Woodland to Caribou.

An Act to amend Chapter 359 of the
Private and Special Laws of the State of
Maine for the year 1903, in relation to
sewers for the town of York.

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chapter
15 of the Revised Statutes, as amended,
relating to union or two or more towns
for employment of a superintendent of
schools.

An Act to amend Chapter 369 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1889, entitled
“An Act regulating the appointment of
members of the police force of the city
of Bangor.” {Tabled on motion by Mr.
Milliken of Aroostook.

An Act to authorize the Rumford Vil-
lage Corporation to raise money for the
purpose of cleaning its streets and remov-
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ing garbage and other refuse matter and
provide for the disposal of same.

An Act to extend the charter of the Lin-
colnville Water Power Company.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chapter
93 of the Revised Statutes, relating to re-
cording of personal property, mortgages and
sales.

Resolve providing for an appropriation
for the protection of trees and shrubs from
the introduction and ravages of dangerous
insects and diseases.

This Resolve containing an emergency
clause, a rising vote was taken and twenty-
six Senators voting for its final passage,
and none against, the Resolve was finally

passed.
Mr. WINSLOW of Cumberland: Mr.
President: I move to reconsider the action

whereby Senate Document No. 212, An Act
to regulate the number, also the number
of pounds of land-locked salmon, trout,
togue and white perch which can be taken
or had in possession in any one day by
one person, was passed to be engrossed.

This is a Bill which referred to the
number of pounds of land-locked salmon,
trout or togue that could be taken or car-
ried out of the State. This Act was mis-
understood and it will probably make con-
siderable trouble in the future in the Fish
and Game Department, and Mr. Brackett
has asked me to have our action reconsid-
ered and to substitute a new draft to take
the place of this Bill.

Unanimous consent was granted and the
action whereby the Bill was passed to be
engrossed was reconsidered.

Mr. Winslow offered Senate Amendment
A, a new draft of the Bill, and moved that
it be substituted for Senate Document No.
212,

The motion was agreed to.

Upon further motion by the same Senator,
the new draft under the suspension of the
rules was read twice and passed to be en-
grossed.

Orders of the Day,

On motion by Mr. Gowell of York,
Bill, An Act to provide for State cer-
tification of all teachers in public
schools, was taken from the table.

Mr. OSBORN of Somerset. Mr. Pres-
ident, I shall have to take the same
ground in regard to this bill that I
have in regard to others, that unless
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we can pass a bill that will better the
present conditions we better pass none.
1 believe if this Act should pass that
it would not better the conditions in
regard to the schools in Maine. On the
other hand, I believe it would be an
injury to them. It would put the
teachers in the rural sections of the
State to much trouble and expense to
obtain their certificates. It would in-
crease the cost to the State.

I do not question the ability of the
superintendent of school, his ability or
his discretion in certifying proper per-
sons to teach in the public schools of
Maine, yet I do believe that supervis-
ors in many localities are prepared to
handle that question in a more prac-
tical manner than he can. They are
thoroughly acquainted with the sec-
tions where they live, their financial
ability to maintain schools, and it is
conceded I think that it would to quite
an extent increase the expense of
maintaining schools, especially in the
smaller municipalities of our State.
Ought we to pass an Act here without
consultation with the people that will
increase the tax burdens and perhaps
offer them no better school conditions?
I firmly bhelieve that we cannot in this
hastvy manner pass this bill without
an opportunity for the people in the ru-
ral sections to present their protest.

if there is any bill that has been re-
ferred to the next Legislature where
justification could be found for such
action, where is the instance in whien
it could be applied better than in this,
and let the people have an opportunity
to leok this matter over and thorough-
ly discuss it before they send inen to
the next Legislature to act on this
matter?

I do not pretend to be able to discuss
this matter from a scientific stand-
point, as perhaps the gentlemen on our
educational committee can do, hut we
should look at the practical side of this
question and I believe if we do that
we will see that we should not in this
manner take up a question of so much
importance and make such a radical
change os this bill contemplates.

I hope it will not pass.

Mr. FULTON of Sagadahoc: Mr.
President, as chairman of the commit-
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tee which reported this biil, I will say
that as I remember it there was no
one appeared against this measure,
and the committee was unanimous in
the report that it “ought to pass.” It
seems to me there is no hardship in
tiis Dbill as far as teachers are con-
cerned. It seems to me it is in line
with the examinations required by the
United States government in regard to
getting good service. Civil Service to-
day is a well recognized principlzs in
all the departments of the government
of the United States, and it seems to
me it would apply well here.

I am somewhat familiar with the
teachers in the public schools in the
rural districts, and 1 am satisfied that
net more than 75 per cent. of the teach-
ers that go into the ordinary couniry
schoolg are fitted by experience or
training to teach those schools.

The State has provided for State regis-
tration of various occupations, why should
not some law be enacted that will require
the teachers of children to receive the same
treatment?

This Bill is endorsed by the Maine
Teacher’s Association. I am not going to
speak any farther on this, except that I
believe it is a proper Bill and I do not
believe it should be referred to the mnext
Legislature. We should settle these matters
here.

Mr. EDWARDS of Androscoggin: Mr.
President: Is this a new Bill, or a Bill
in a new draft?

Mr. FULTON: Mr. President: I do not
think so. It is House Bill No. 277, and I
hope the gentlemen are all familiar with
it. You all have it on your desks and should
get yourselves familiar with it.

Mr. OSBORN: Mr. President: I would
move to refer this bill to the next Legis-
lature.

Mr., MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. Pres-
ident: I hope the motion of the Senator
from Somerset, to refer this Bill to the
next Legislature, will not prevail. Then
if the question comes up on the merits
of the Bill and there is any serious or-
position to it I shall be glad to answer any
question I can, or explain it as wail
I can. 1 believe in any event that we suaall
decide this Bill on the merits of the Bill
itself. This Bill has been laid over one
session in order to give people a full op-
portunity to become familiar with its meri!s,

an
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and there is practically no opposition to .

Mr. GOWELL of York: Mr. President:
I do not wish to enter into any lengthy
discussion in regard to this Bill. 1 re-
member that in this Legislature fourteen
years ago a similar Bill was presented. I
think the Bill was reported unanimously
from the committee on Education, and the
matter was almost unanimously volel to
be indefinitely postponed. Since that time,
at almost every session of the Legislature,
a Bill of this kind has been presented. I
will say honestly and frankly that the
sentiment in favor of legislation of tais
kind has been constantly growing 1a the
State of Maine. 1 do not care to stand
here as being opposed to anything in the
line of true advancement in educational
matters. I understand this Bill has fhe
endorsement of the State Superiatendent of
Schools and 1 understand that the coiimit-
tee has reported unanimously in favor of
this Bill. I believe they have given it fair
consideration and I have a great deal of
respect for the personnel and the experi-
ence of the present committee on Educa-
tion, but I believe, Mr. President, in this
matter as in all matters, there are two
sides to the question, and I  Dbelieve as
the Senator from Somerset has suggested,
that there are many people in the State
of Maine wuo might be affected by this
Bill, who have not had an oppertunity to be
heard.

As we all know, the State of Maine is
composed of many small towns, and con-
sequently there are a great many small
schools, especially in the rural distriers.
I think if we had the data of the distriels
before us we would find that a great many
schools in Maine have an average attend-
anme of from eight to fifteen pupils.

1 believe that especially in this class of
schools the local authorities can better
handle the question than the State Super-
intendent. It nas been well said here that
we cannot legislate to make people honest,
and 1 am sure that we cannot legislate to
make good teachers. Under the present
provisions of the Bill, college graduates and
graduates of the State Normal Schoel and
certain other people are exempt from these
examinations. We all know there are many
college graduates who are not successful
teachers. Many special qualifications tend
to make successful teachers. In some
departments this Bill would be a meritori-
ous measure and an advancement in our
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common schools, but I do mot believe the
State is ready for it.

1 believe for any law to be success-
ful it must have the endorsement of
the majority of the people. 1 think
this bill is favored by a great many
people in the State; I believe that
many teachers and many interested in
school work have approved this bill,
but many others are not now ready to
give it their endorsement and support.
I know that within the last two or
three years in many rural sections of
our State, the school boards have had
difficulty in procuring teachers, and I
think this would have a tendency to
make it more difficult.

I believe, Mr. President, that it
would be advisable to refer this to the
next Legislature. I understand that
since the last Legislature, 600 teach-
ers have voluntarily presented them-
selves and taken these examinations.
There is another feature of the bill
to which I will refer briefly, In Sec-
tion 5 it says, “Provided, however,
that any person not holding a State
certificate may be granted not more
than one temporary non-renewable
teaching permit for a period not to
exceed one year.” The friends of the
bill say that with this proviso in the
bill, there is nothing that will work a
hardship to anyone. I will say that
if the teachers of these schools are
not competent at this time it seems to
be a hardship for this law not to take
effect at once.

I hope that the motion of the sen-
ator from Somerset will prevail

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President:
The discussion seems to have drifted
to the merits of the bill, and I will
ask the indulgence of the Senate for
a few minutes. I am not going to un-
dertake to present in any complete
form an argument in favor of this
bill, but will point out a few of the
considerations that the committee was
influenced by. My excuse for doing so
is that I am a member of the com-
mittee, and have been a member of
that committee for three sessions. T
think I have had an opportunity to
get some idea of the educational sys-
tem of the State and to what would
be for its benefit. As has been said,
this bill was unanimously reported by
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the committee to start with. I sub-
mit that is worth something. It is an
untried and new proposition. Ag a

matter of fact Maine, while it is one
of the states in the Union appropriat-
ing large sums for schools, is one
of the last states in the Union to
adopt State regulation. As a matter
of fact only two other states except
Maine have no regulation on the part
of the State for the qualifications of
teachers.

As was said by the senator from
Sagadahoc, the State provides now for
the regulation of the practice of law,
medicine, dentistry, etc., and even for
the occupation of plumbing, Certain-
ly, where we provide for the regula-
tion of all those things, there is rea-
son for the providing for the regula-
tion of our teachers. There is a fur-
ther reason why the State should pro-
vide for some standard in the case of
teachers, that does not exist in the
practice of the professions to which I
have alluded, and that is that the
State of Maine is expending a million
and a half dollars a year for educa-
tion; is putting that amount of money
directly into these various towns, and
is also reaching into every town in the
State and providing that every child
between seven and 15 years of age
must go to school. Neither parent,
guardian, or anyone else, has any dis-
cretion in the matter, unless there is
some reason satisfactory to the super-
intendent of schools why the child
should not go.

In other words, we are expending
an enormous amount of money and we
are requiring that these children
should attend school, and now we
should safeguard those children. It
may be interesting to know that last
vear in the schools of this State, there
were 600 persons teaching with only a
common school education. The object
of this bill is to eliminate gradually
services of this kind. Perhaps the
members do not understand the pro-
visions of the bill in regard to how it
may work a hardship. In the first
place, certificates are to be granted
to teachers of experience without ex-
amination; that disposes of all teach-
ers who have taught in the State and
have had experience. It applies only
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to those who start in new. 1In the
next place the bill does not take effect
until Jan. 1, 1913. That is giving time
to the teachers themselves and to the
towns to get ready for the application
of this principle, If it should prove
to be a hardship, the next Legislature,
beginning in three or four days after
this law goes into effect, will give an
opportunity to have the law repealed.

There is opportunity under this bill
for any town to grant a special teach-
ing permit for one year to any teacher
if an emergency requires it. That takes
care ¢of any emergency where an ap-
pointment may be required, by a teach-
er who has not a State certiflvate.

T am not going to argue this matter
any further. I am simply going to say
that the bill is in line with the best
practice of the states of this country.
It has practically the endorsement of
every superintendent and teacher of
this State. I believe it has the support
of public opinion in the State.

I hope the motion of the senator will
not prevail.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent, T did not intend to speak upon
this matter, but having been connected
with schools all my life, I do not be-
lieve in the hill. My first objection is
this: The centralization of power into
the superintendent of the common
schools of the State. I do not believe
in centralization of power in any one
man to take charge of the important
matters of the schools of this State. T
am going to say that ever since the
State has taken charge of the common
schools, they have deteriorated. They
are not so good today as they were
before That is a fact that everybody
who has heen connected with the com-
mon schools will agree with.

The people lose interest in the schools
when the power in regard to the
schools is taken out of the town. I am
willing that this should apply to the
cities and towns, but not to the coun-
try schools. Why? It is a fact that
there are many hundreds of schools
that have an average attendance of
from eight to 15, and they have girls
in the towns who are not able to get
a State certificate who are perfectly
competent to take charge of those
scholars.
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Let us let well enough alone. When
you take the interest of the towns
away, when you take the supervisors
away, you will find that the people
will lose interest in the cause of edu-
cation, and that is the great thing.
When you keep scholars interested and
make them believe it is a grand thing
to get an education, then you will do
scmething for the interest of efluca-
tion, that is better than all this cen-
tralization of power.

I bLelieve in education. I can recol-
lect 35 years ago when we had our
High schools and our country towns
turned out better scholars than they
do today. We have gone back in the
country towns because the people have
lost interest. I hope we have had cen-
tralization of power enough in this
State. They have taken the power out
of the towns and placed it in one man.
It is too much power, however honor-
able he may be, for the towns in the
State of Maine.

T hope the motion of the senator
from Somerset will prevail and I ask
that when the vote be taken it be tak-
en hy yveas and nays.

The question being upon the motion
of the senator from Somerset to refer
House Bill, No. 277 to the next Legis-
lature, the yeas and nays were ordered
ard. the secretary called the roll. Those
voting vea were: Messrs. Allen, Dcdge,

Donigan, Edwards, Foss of Andros-
coggin, Foss of Cumberland, Gowell,
Hill, Kellogg, Leach, Mayo, Mullen,

Noves, Osborn, Pendleton, Smith, Sta-
ples, Stearns, Theriault, Winslow—20.
Those voting nay were: Messrs.
Blanchard, Bovnton, Farrington, Ful-
ton, Irving, Milliken, Moulton, San-
born—38.

So the motion to refer the bill to the
next Legislature was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Staples of nnox it
was

Ordered, that a message be sent to the
House of Representatives proposing a
convention of both branches of the Leg-
islature for the purpose of hearing a com-
munication from the Governor.

The secretary was charged with the
message, and subsequently reported that
he had delivered the message with which
he was charged.
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On motion by Mr. Boynton of ILincoin
the rules were suspended and he present-
ed Bill, An Act to amend raragraph 1 of
Section 42 of Chapter 15 of the Revised
Statutes as amended, providing for the
payment from State funds of amounts
paid on account of union superintendents.

Mr., MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.
President, this is a matter which has
been before the committee already and
disposed of at this session and will be one
of the matters properly to come before
the committee of conference. I would
like to say that it properly came within
the province of this committee, and I now
move that it be tabled for printing.

The motion was agreed to.

Resolve providing for an appropriation
to prevent the spread of glanders in the
plantations of Jackman, Moose River and
Dennistown, with statement of facts.

This resolve was introduced in the
House today and under suspension of the
rules was given its several readings and
was passed to be engrossed.

The statement of facts was read, and
upon motion by Mr. Boynton of Lincoln
the rules were suspended and the resolve
was given its two readings and was pass-
ed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Leach of Hancock,
Senate report on Resolve in favor of the
Eastern Maine Conference Seminary, was
taken from the table.

The same senator then presented a
statement of facts which he read to the
Senate.

The statement of facts was received,
and on further motion by the same sena-
tor the rules were suspended and the re-
solve was given its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Kellogg of Penob-
scot, majority and minority reports of
the committee on State lands and State
roads, on Senate Document No. 234, An
Act to fully provide for the registration
of motor vehicles, was taken trom the
table.

On further motion by the same senator
the majority report of the committee
“ought to pass’”’ was adopted.

The rules were suspended and the bill
was given its two readings and was pass-
ed to be engrossed.



On motion by Mr. Gowell of York, Bill,
An Act in regard to the location of street
railways, was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sena-
tor the bill was passed to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Kellogg of Penob-
scot, Resolve in favor of Plantation No.
33, Hancock county, was taken from the
table.

On further motion by the same senator
the resolve was finally passed.

A message was received frora the
House, conveyed by its clerk, convey-
ing the information that the House
concurred with the proposition of the
Senate to hold a joint convention in
the hall of the House forthwith for
the purpose of receiving a communi-
cation from the Governor,

Thereupon the Senate retired to the
hall of the House, where a convention
was held.

(For proceedings in joint convention,
see House report.)

In Senate.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, House Document No. 648, An Act
to amend Chapter 369 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1889, entitled “An
Act regulating the appointment of
members of the police force of the
city of Bangor,” was taken from the
table.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President:
This is an Act to amend Chapter 369
of the Private and Special Laws of
1889. The affect of this bill is as fol-
lows: the prinecipal affect is to change
Section 6 of Chapter 369 of the Priv-
ate and Special Laws of 1889 which
now reads “Said marshal shall be
elected by written ballot in convention
of the board of aldermen and council
and provided by the law and ordi-
nances of the city of Bangor.”

The new draft provides that the
chief of police of Bangor shall be ap-
pointed by the mayor of that city and
shall hold office during his pleasure.
This is not the form in which thig bill
was reported by the committee, and
it has been brought into this form in
the House by an amendment added by
Mr. Strickland of Bangor. 1 want to
point out the fact that this is an at-
tempt on the part of the Maine IL.eg-
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islature to reach into the city of Ban-
gor and make an arbitfrary change
without giving the city of Bangor any
opportunity to be heard upon it in any
way. Now in view of the fact that
the city council and the aldermen, or
rather the city government, is Re-
publican, and the mayor of the city of
Bangor is our good friend, the sen-
ator from Penobscot, a Democrat, it
seems to me the effect of this bill is
simply to remove the present chief of
police and take his appointment away
from the hands of the alderman and
put it into the hands of the mayor. I
have always opposed anything of that
kind when anything like that has been
attempted. I think this is going a
little further than anything I have
known of in the Legislature.

Mr, MULLEN of Penobscot: Mr.
President: The senator from Aroos-
took, Mr. Milliken, has stated the mat-
ter right. Tt is a matter between the
mayor and the city council to an ex-
tent, but I want to call the gentle-
man’s attention to this fact. This bill
was printed with its amendment in
the Bangor Daily News, a very parti-
san Republican daily paper, without
comment, and from then until now I
have been unable to find anything in
the Daily News, any objection to this
bill whatever.

This bill has the approval of the ex-
mayor of Bangor, and the recent ex-
mayor, Mr. Beale, and it has the ap-
proval of the present city solicitor,
who is a Republican, and is holding
over under my administration. This
bill has been given very careful at-
tention. What I want if I assume the
responsibility of the mayor of the city
of Bangor is a police force and chief
of police that will be somewhere under
my control, and that is something they
have not had in Bangor recently. I
hope you will pass this bill just as it
is.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President, what
I want to know is, does this have the
approval of the city government of Ban-
gor?

Mr. MULLEN: Mr. President, so far
as I know, I will say that it has, be-
cause the city government must be able
to read the daily newspapers, and if they
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object they should have objected in the
daily press.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President, my po-
sition is that if there is any objection or
doubt about this in the city of Bangor,
the people there should have a chance
to vote upon it. If there is no objection,
and the senator will say there is no ob-
jection, there can be no objection here,

On motion by Mr. Mullen the bill was
passed to be enacted.

Mr. SANBORN of Piscataquis: Mr.
President, I would like the unanimous
consent of the Senate to present a bill
out of order, and will say just a word in
explanation of it. There was a bill put
in here a little while ago to abolish the
third term of court in Piscataquis coun-
ty. That bill passed the House yesterday
and it will change the January term of
court to March and divide the time up
more evenly than it would be if left as it
is now. Since the bill went through the
House yesterday T have talked over the
telephone with the leading lawyers of
both parties in my county and they said
they would be very glad if the bill went
through, as it would make it very much
better for them in the next two years.

The rules were suspended, the senator
from Piscataquis presentea Bill, An Act
relating to the terms of the supreme ju-
dicial court in the county of Piscataquis.

On further motion by the same sena-
tor the rules were suspended and the
bill was given its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.
vresident, I called the attention of the
senator from Bangor a moment ago to
an error in the bill in regard to the city
of Bangor, and the senator reposed suffi-
cient confidence in me so that he has
asked me to have the vote whereby the
bill was passed to be enacted and passed
to be engrossed, reconsidered so that the
error may be corrected.

The motion was agreed to, and on fur-
ther motion by the same senator the bill
was referred to the committee on en-
grossed bills,

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote whereby this bill
was referred to the committee on engross-
ed bills.

The motion was agreed to.
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The same senator then offered Senate
amendment A to the bill: *“Amend by
striking out of the title the word ‘an’
and substituting therefor the word
‘and.” ”’

The amendment was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Kellogg of Penob-
scot the Senate took a recess until 2.30
o’clock this afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Senate called to order by the President.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, it
was

Ordered, the House concurring, that when
the Scnate and House adjourn, they adjourn
to meet on Monday, March twenty-seven, at
4:30 o’clock in the afternoon.

Sent down for concurrence.

Subsequently the order was returned from
the House, concurred in by that Branch.

Oo motion by Mr. Winslow of Cumberland,
the Governor’s veto message was taken from
the table.

The PRESIDENT: The question before
the Senate is, shall this Bill become a law

notwithstanding the objection of the Gov-
crnor.
Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. Pres-

ident: T think the Governor with the best
intentions, has made a serious mistake. Un-
der similar conditions in the past I have
not hesitated to vote against a Republican
Governor, and 1 shall vote for this Resolve
notwithstanding the objections of the Gov-
ernor. I ask when the vote is taken that
it bo taken by the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. MILLTKEN: Mr. President: I un-
derstand that those in favor of the Resolve
will vote yes, and those opposed no?

Tho PRESIDENT: Yes, thore opposed to
the Resolve will vote no. Those who wish
to sustain the Governor in his veto will
vote no; those who do not wish to sus-
tain the Governor, will vote yes.

The secretary called the roll. Those vot-
ing yea were: Messrs., Irving, Muilliken,
Moulton, Smith, Stearns, Theriault—®6.
Those voting nay were: Messrs. Boynton,
Dodge, Donigan, Edwards, Farrington, Foss
of Androscoggin, Foss of Cumberland, Ful-
ton, Hill ,Keidogg, Leach, Noyes, Osborn,
Pendleton, Sanborn, Staples, Winslow—17.

So the Resolve did not become a law over
the veto of the Governor.

Majority and minority reports of the
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committee on Interior Waters on An Act
to incorporate the Upper St. John Log Driv-
ing Company, came from the House, that
Branch having accepted the minority re-
port and the Bill having received its sev-
eral readings and passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, the
Senate concurred in the action of the House
in adopting the minority report. .

Upon further motion by the same Senator,
the rules were suspended and the Bill was
given its two readings and was passed to
be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Noyes of Kennebec, Re-
solve in favor of the State School for Boys,
was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same Senator,
the Resolve was finally passed.

Mr. Staples of Knox presented re-
solve in favor of the clerk and sten-
ographer and messenger to the judiciary
committee.

On further motion by the same sen-
atcr, the resolve was referred to the
cominittee on appropriations and fi-
nancial affairs and sent dewn for con-
currrence,

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Arocos-
took, Bill, An Act relating to the tax-
atiecn of railroad, telegraph and tel-
ephone companies, was taken from the
tahle.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President: I
asked to have this Dbill tabled so I
might have a chance to look it over.
I have looked into it, and in view of
the emergency presented to us in the
matter of revenue, I wish simply to
suggest to the senators that here is
an opportunity to get revenue to the
extent of about $132,000 a year for
the next two years. I do not see any
injustice in the bill. I think the mat-
ter as outlined by the senator from
Somerset is a fair one.

Mr. IRVING of Aroostook: Mr. Pres-
ident: As a member of the taxation
committee, I would like to say just a
word in regard to this. The bill came
into the committee one dav before we
were to report finally, and we did not
have a chance to advertise the bill
That is the reason we did not act fa-
vorably upon it. I think the concensus
of opinion of the committee was that
the bill should pass. I do not think
I could say that it would have had a
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unanimous report that way, but I think
we would have had a majority report

that the bill “ought to pass.” It is
my personal opinion that there is a
good deal of merit in the bill; that

the law as it is on the statute book is
wrong; that the railroad and telegraph
taxes after being assesssed by the State
and paid into the State treasury
should be used for State purposes and
not be rebated back to the towns. It
looks like an unfair thing to do.

Mr. OSBORN of Somerset: Mr. Pres-
ident: Perhaps there are some present
who do neot fully understand the situ-
ation and were not here the other day
when it was taken up. I wish to call

your attention to the fact that the
bill provides simply to cut out the
rebating of the telegraph tax that

is now rebated back to the municipali-
ties in the State, on the ground that
this tax is paid indirectly by the peo-
ple of all the state, and that the peo-
ple of all the state should benefit
from that tax, and not a few muni-
cipalities where there happen to be per-
song living owning railroad stock. It is
rebated back to these municipalities in
proportion to the amount of railroad
stock held in those municipalities. As
I said the other day, there are just
two of our large cities that profit to
any considerable extent by this scheme,
and those are the cities of Portland
and Bangor. Those two cities receive
back about $85,000 or two-thirds of the
total amount, practically.

There are more than half of
the municipalities of the State that
receive nothing, and the most of the
balance receive only a very small sum.
I would be willing to let this go to.
the next Legislature if it were not
for the present need of revenue. Tor
that reason I hope the committee’s
report will not be sustained.

Mr. NOYES of Kennebec: Mr.
President: As a member of the com-
mittee on taxation, I wish to say when
this bill came to us we had but one
day to act upon it. Taking into con-
sideration the money that is invglved
in the different cities, Bangor, Port-
land, and Augusta has something like
$5000 or $6000, Lewiston has quite an
amount, T do not think it would be fair



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—SENATE, MARCH 24

to adopt this bill unless we had a
chance to give it a fair hearing. That
is why we referred it to the next Leg-
islature.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.
President: I would like to ask the
senator, as chairman of the commit-
tee on taxation, if he thinks there is
any urgent need of revenue?

Mr. NOYES: Mr. President: I
think I do, but we have also tried to
raise it right and in the right places.

Mr. FULTON of Sagadahoc: Mr.
President: 1Is there anything wunfair
in trying this matter now and settling
it in this committce of the whole?

Mr. NOYES: Mr. President: While
that is a question for the Senate to
decide, I think all of these different
cities perhaps have representatives
they would like to hear from in a case
like this.

Mr. OSBORN: Mr. President: 1
think the vote should be taken by the
yveas and nays on this matter. I hope
it will be voted down.

I do not understand that it is neces-
sary, it is simply practice, to refer
matters to a legislative committee, but
there are things concealed in this bill
that can be understood in three min-
utes just as well as three weeks, or a
longer time. The simple, plain facts
are all that can be brought out, and
no amount of argument can change
them. It seems to me we can act as
fairly on this today, as we can two
years from now.

I move that the bill be substituted
for the report.

The yeas and nays were ordered and
the secretary called the roll. Those
voting yea were: Messrs. Boynton,
Dodge, Donigan, Farrington, Foss of
Androscoggin, Foss of Cumberland,
Fulton, Gowell, Irying, Leach, Milliken,
Moulton, Osborn, Pendleton, Smith,
Staples, Stearns, Theriault, Winslow—
19. Those voting nay were: Messrs.
Edwards, Hill, Kellogg, Noyes, San-
born—>5.

So the bill was substituted for the
report.

On motion by Mr. Osborn, the rules
were suspended and the bill was given
its two readings and was passed to be
engrossed.
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On motion by Mr. Osborn of Somer-
set, Resolve to amend Section 8 of
Article 9 of the Constiution of the
State of Maine, relating to taxes, as-
signed for today, was taken from the
table, and on further motion by the
same senator was again tabled and
assigned for Tuesday of next week.

On motion by Mr., Milliken of Atoo0s-
took, House Report No. 93 was taken
from the table, and on further motion
by the same senator was re-tabled and
assigned for next Tuesday, the pend-
ing question being the acceptance of
the report of the committee.

On motion by Mr. Theriault of
Aroostook, House Document No. 641,
An Act relating to corporations, was
taken from the table.

On turther motion by the same sen-
ator, Senate Amendment A to House
Bill No. 641, was adopted: ‘“Amend
by striking out the title and inserting
therefor the following title, ‘An Act
authorizing the secretary of State to
prepare and publish a list of corpor-
ations delinquent in the payment of
their f(ranchise taxes.””

The bill as amended was then given its
two readings and was passed to be en-
grossed under suspension of the rules.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, House Bill No. 671, An Act to revive
and extend the charter of the Kingman
Development Company, was taken from
the table.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr, President, I have
examined the original charter. I think
that the Legislature has been gradually
getting more particular in the last few
sessions about the provisions of these
charters. This seemed a broader charter
than would be granted now for this pur-
pose. It seems to me that these people
have not done anything under the old
charter, but have come here for another
instead of renewing the old one.

I will move to indefinitely postpone this
bill, and if there is any objection and
anybody moves to reconsider it next
week I shall not object. I will say for
the information of the senator from Knox
that this charter is given this company
for the purpose of doing a general man-
ufacturing business.

One section of the bill gives
broad rights of eminent domain.

them
I do
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not understand that anything has been
done under the charter. If the members
of the committee object I will have it laid
over until next week. I do not think this
charter would be granted ag new matter
at this session.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. President,
this matter was before the judiciary com-
mittee, and I do not see but but little
difference in this charter they had two
years ago and the charters we have here
this winter. They only ask that the char-
ter be continued in force two years. That
is all there is to the bill, and the judi-
ciary committee was unanimous after the
hearing.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President, I do
not think I will insist upon a collision
with the committee. I still think the
charter is too broad, but will defer to
the senator from Knox.

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President, the sen-
ator from Aroostook is getting very
obliging.

Mr. GOWELL of York: Mr. President,
the committee on judiciary thought the
charter was rather broad, but did not
believe it was within our province to take
away any rights they had under thelr ex-
isting charter. We believed that they
came here in good faith and asked 1or
their charter to be extended, and we

_thought it should be done.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox the
rules were suspended and the bill receiv-
ed its two readings and was passed to be
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, Senate Document No. 146, An Aect
for the better. protection of the herring
fisheries, was taken from the table.

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President, I live
up in the woods where we know very lit-
tle about herring, except when we buy
what are supposed to be herring we like
to have herring. T tabled this in the ab-
sence of the senator from Hancock and
now turn it over to him.

On motion by Mr, Mayo of Hancock the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Noyves of Kenne-
bee, Resolve in favor of Michael Burns
was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same scen-
ator, the report of the committee on
this resolve, “ought not to pass,” was
accepted in concurrence.
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On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, House Report of the committee
on taxation, on Resolve in favor of
the Aroostook State Normal school
“ought to pass” was accepted in con-
currence, and on further motion by
the same senator, the rules were sus-
pended and the resolve was given its
two readings and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Bill, An Act to appropriate moneys
for the expenditure of government{ for
tha year 1911, came from the House,
hat Branch having accepted the re-
port of the committee on appropria-
tiong and financial affairs, “ought to
pass.”

The reporl of the committee was ac-
cepted in concurrence, and under sus-
pension of the rules, the bill received
its two readings and was passed to be
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Arcos-
took, Senate Document No. 207, An Act
to provide for the better collection of
inheritance taxes, was taken from the
table.

Mr. GOWELL of York: Mr. DPresi-
dent, pending second reading, I move
that the bill be tahled for a correction.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Arocos-
took, House majority and minority re-
ports on House Bill, No. 626, An Act to
provide for the recording of tax on
mortgages, was taken from the table.

Mr. IRVING: Mr. President, there
secms to be a little confusion in regard
to this hill, for according to the calen-
dar it is an Act providing for tax on
mortgages, and the House report is for
the exemption of mortgages from
double taxation.

The PRESIDENT": The title is incor-
rect on the calendar.

Mr. IRVING: Mr. President, I move
that the minority report “ought to
pass” be substituted for the majority
report. Upon that motion I will say
that the bill we are about to discuss
is the exemption of mortgages from
taxation, House Bill No. 622. It amends
Section 6 of Chapter 9 of the Revised
Statutes relating to taxation, and pro-
vides for the exemption of mortgagead
real estate from double taxation. In
that Section 6 of Chapter 9, I think
there have been already 11 exemptions
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made, and this is the 12th, and it reads:
“All loans of money made by any in-
dividual or corporation and secured by
a mortgage on real estate situated in
this State

This 1 an ola -1 1 came into the
Legislature, at leasc it was here clam-
ouring for a passage when I came to
the Legislature in 1%05. 1t has always
come regularly every session since. It
has always come from the same place,
Portland, and strange as it may ap-
pear, always {rom the money lcenders
of Portland, and «till stranger 1t coines
in the interest of tlie poor man, ac-
cording to the proponents of the bill
The claim made for it is that it will re-

dvce the rate of interest so that the
pocr man  can make loans at
a less rate of interest, but as
I have observed the workings

of the law in places where mortgages
were exempt from taxation, I find that
does not obtain, that that does not estab-
lish the rate of interest. 'To illustrate
how it does not work, I would call your
attention to how the rates of interest
have been in my community for the last
10 or 12 years. Prior to this last year,
money in my county has been easy at 6
per cent. Money has been seeking loans
on real estate at 6 per cent. notwithstand-
ing the fact that mortgages were taxed.
During the last year money has been
scarce owing to the fact that our main
product up there—potatoes—has been low
and we have not realized much money
from it. Money has been hard and the
banks have been loaning it until they
have loaned to their limit. The demand
for money has increased and the rate
has gone up, which goes to prove that
it is not the fact that mortgages are tax-
ed or not taxed that establishes the price
of money. It is simply the supply and
demand. Money is a commodity; it has
its value and that value is determined
by the supply and demand. If the de-
mand is great and the supply limited, the
price goes up.

Now the claim is made that this bill
will help the poor man, but it strikes me
that it will impose a greater burden on
the poor man if we exempt all the mort-
gaged property in the towns and cities.
We simply increase the rate of taxation,
which I think I can show you later on
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how it does work in some of the towns
and cities of our State, and for the first
example I will take the ecity of Portland
from which this bill emanates. The city
of Portland, according to the assessors’
ceport of 1910, assessed $5,847,276 as money
at interest, and the tax assessed on that
amount was $126,301, almost one-tenth of
their entire valuation was listed as money
at interest. Thirty-three and one-third
per cent. of their personal property listed
as money at interest. If we enact this in-
to law and $126,000 or more is exempt from
the taxes in the city of Portland, if one-
tenth of all tueir valuation is wiped out,
ibeir tax rale must assuredly go up. The
present tex rate is 21.6 mills on a dollar,
and it this law should go into effect the
tax rate would go up to 24 mills, an in-
crease of nearly two and one-half mills.
Would that seem to be fair to the prop-
erty owners of Portland to wipe out that
amount of their valuation and consequent-
ly raise their tax rate on the other prop-
erty ?

The next largest city, DBangor, assessed
$1,128,000 money at interest, and the tax
is 2 per cent., 20 mills on the dollar, $22,-
570, that is, about one-fifth of all its
personal estate, is taxed as money at in-
terest.

Now if
assessment,

we wipe that out of Bangor's
won’t the tax rate necessarily
be increased? The present tax rate is 20
mills. It will increase it to 21 mills. We
will take for example some of the smaller
towns and see how it works. Take the town
of Houlton in my own county. With a
valuation of about $3,000,000 in that little
town they assess $27,650 as money at in-
terest, and that is cne-fourth of all the
personal estate. If this law should go in-
to effect and that much property was re-
lieved, their tax rate would go up, assum-
ing that they have to raise the same amount
of money, it will go up from 24.5 to 27
mills. Would that be fair, to relieve the
man who has the money, and he has it
or he would not he taxed, and I am sure’
nine times out of ten he is not taxed for
all that he has. Any assessor will agree
with me that we do not get all the money.

Mr. TRVING of Aroostook (continu-
ing): We will take smaller towns,
even, than Houlton. There is Newcas-
tle in Lincoln county: They tax $135,-
000 as wmoney at interest, and their
whole valuation is less than $700,000. If
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this law goes into effect their tax rate
will be increased from 17.5 to 22 mills.
It wculd have to work out that way
for if you relieve so much property
from taxaticn the tax rate on the bal-
ance must go up.

[ think I have given you examples
enough to show the working of the
law. It is bound to work that way. This
is a bad door to open. The proponents
of this bill argued before the taxation
committee that exemption of wmort-
gages did not mean exemption of mon-
ey at interest, and I do not know that
it does, but any mman who has been on
the board of assessors knows that if
this door is opened and the tax on
mortgages is exempt by law, there is
no assessor smart enough to catch
the money that is not secured by real
estate mortgages. You might catch a
little the first year, but you would not
the second, for any man who had
money loaned on promissory notes, or
money out in other ways, would say
it was covered by a mortgage.

I think every assessor will agree
with that proposition, that they would
loge all the money listed as money at
interest. Would it not be manifestly
unfair, supposing any senator here had
two notes of mine for a thousand dol-
lars cach, and one was a straight
promissory note, not secured, and the
other was secured by a mortgage on
real estate, would it be reasonable to
say that that promissory note, which
might not be good and there might be
a hig question whether it could be
collected, would it be reasonable to
say that you should pay a tax on that
note, hut on the other you should be
exempt?

If there is any class of property that
we deosignate as personal property,
that in its essentials is as good as real
estate, it is a promissory note secured
by real estate mortgage. The owner of
such a nole is virtually the bona fide
owner of that real estate to the limit
of his mortgage, and he continues to
own it until his mortgage is paid.

We have had demonstrated to us in
a beautiful manner how nice it would
be to have a single tax system. We
knew it would be a failure, that we
could not work out. If we pass this law
and exempt real estate mortgages, why
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not go clear down the line and exempt
other nroperty, and I think you would
have good reason for doing it.

Theres is one more thing in regard to
how it will work in the State. There is
in the State listed as money at inter-
est $12,000,000 in round numbers. If this
law goes into effect we shall lose $12,-
000,000 on the State’s valuation. We
decrease the State’s valuation that
much, and while it may seem like a
small item, if I have it right, at the
rate we have for 1911 and 1912, it will
be a loss to the State of $60,000 ecach
year, the tax on $12,000,000 at a 5 mill
rate for the two years.

Do we want to open the door and
let our $60,000 of the State’'s tax?
There is just one other point in regard
to hew it might atfect the State, but
I am not clear on this point and T do
not say it for a fact. It is in regard
to the real estate ioang in  savings
banks and trust comvanies., 1 can
sec no reason why under the law they
should not avoid the payment of their
State tax, because the exemption reads
“All loans of money made by any in-
dividual or corporation and secured by
merigage on real estate situated in
this State.,” The bhanks and other cor-
poraticns have rcal estate mortgages;
they have loans sccured by real cstate
mortgages and 1 can see no good rea-
son why they could not and will not be

exempt under the law. I{ they are,
that would be a loss to the State of
something  like  $60,000  or $70,000 a
vear.

I hardly think we want to open that
door. I think any reasonable man who
has been an assessor will agree that
if we open that deoor to let out the tax
on real cstate mortgages that every
nameakle dollar listed as money at
interest will go out through that door.

I trust the minority report will pre-
vail.

Mr. NOYES of Xennebec: Mr.
President: I hepe the senator’'s mo-
tion will not prevail. As you will

netice by this bill, the committee on
taxation gave this question a very ex-
tended hearing and they were unani-
mous in the report with the exception
of the senator from Aroostook; and it
strictly applies to mortgages.

We all know that when a man buys
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a farm for $5000 and pays taxes on
that amount, then turns around and
mortgages it that he also pays a tax
on that mortgage. It seems like pure
and simple double taxation. 1 think
the committee gave this bill a thor-
ough threshing out. I hope the mo-
tion will not prevail.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr, Presi-
dent: 1 would like to ask the senator
through the Chair if he knows how
many mortgages on real estate are
taxed in Kennebec county.

Mr. NOYES: I do not know.

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: 1
would like to ask the senator from
Aroostook from what he makes his
computations, from money loaned?

Mr., IRVING: Mr. President: Yes

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: I
would like to ask if the senator has
examined the mortgages in the county
of Aroostook or any other county, to

know just what rate of interest is
paid?
Mr. IRVING: Mr. President: In

regard to that 1 will say that prior to
1910 in Aroostook county money was
seeking loans on real estate at 6 per
cent.

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: I
appear here today to discuss in a short
time the question of taxation of mort-
gages on real estate. It is a question
which affects the farmer of the State,
it is a question which affects the me-
chanic of the State. We have always
believed in equal taxation; it is not
according to our system of govern-
ment to have double taxation.

If a man buys a farm for $3000 and
gives a mortgage upon that farm of
$2500, he not only pays a tax upon
that $2500 upon property that he does
not own, but he also pays a tax on
the mortgage, because if my friend
from Aroostook—if money is seeking
loans at 6 per cent. in the county of
Aroostook and they tax those mort-
gages in that county of Aroostook 2
per cent., will he tell me that the man
who loans the money dces not add
that to the interest upon the mortgage.
That has been my  experience, and
right there let me say, why should a
man up in Aroostook county trouble to
seek an investment of 6 per cent. on
real estate if he does not make the

837

borrower pay the interest? He can
go down to Bangor and take all the
money you have in Aroostook county
and let it with less expense for 4 per
cent. in the banks. My experience, Mr.
President and senators, has been, hav-
ing had some experience in real estate
transactions, that if a man comes to
me and wants $500 and I would be
willing to lean it to him for 6 per cent.,
if I have to pay 2 per cent. on that
mortgage as a real estate tax of course
I will charge that amount to the man.
I would say to him “My rate of inter-
est is 6 per cent., but they have a law
that taxes me 2 per cent. on mort-
gages and therefore you will pay me
8 per cent.” You cannot find one man
out of a hundred who would not do
that thing. This causes hardship to
the poor farmer who buys the farm
and puts a mortgage on it. He pays
a tax upon the farm he does not own,
and then Dpays a tax of 2 per cent.
more on the mortgage. You cannot
tell me that any money lender does
not add that 2 per cent. somewhere,
and that the man who borrows the
money has to pay it.

I have been given some facts in re-
gard to the matter, and I understand
how my friend makes Portland have
so much money at interest. In Cum-
verland ecounty there is at interest
$6,714,839. There are no statistics
anywhere whereby you can find out
the exact amount of mortgages that
are out at interest. TFrom the best au-
thority I can get from the city of Port-
land and by looking over statistics, 20
per cent. of that whole 35,000,000 is at

interest in Cumberland county upon
mortgages on real estate.

What is another result? They tax
these ‘'mortgages 6 per cent. Any man

who has money to loan will not put it
out at 6 per cent. and take his chances,
for he can step to the bank and put it
out at interest at 4 per cent. without
any risk. .

The prosperity of Masschusetts since
she took the tax off mortagges has
been great. There has bheen a boom
in building simply becausa the money
that formerly passed out of the State
on account of the taxation of mort-
gages, now remains in the State.

There is any quantity of money in
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the State of Maine, but they will
loan it on real estate mortgages ana
take a chance of losing it or having
to foreclose, for they can put their
money into the bank with less trouble.
And for this reason, this tax on mort-
gages, a large amount of our money
that might go into enterprises ana
be for the good of the State is looker
up in the banks. Take off{ this mort-
gage tax and you will see that money
circulating all over the Staie of Maine,
and you will see a degree of prosperity
you have not seen for many years.

I have seen many times in my life-
time a poor man who has worked away
as a young man and saved up a few
hundred dollars and has coms back
to his native town and bought a farm
for say $1500. He has accumulateg
$500 and he pays $1500 for the farm
but he does not own it at all. I say
it is a great hardship fov that young
man, he may have a family and he is
anxjous to pay, that you shall say
to him “You shall pay me 2 per cent.
more interest, for it
guizing the fact that
a mortigage the man who gives
morigage pays that tax
times cut of a hundred.

not

dis-
tax
the

ninety-nine

is no use
when you

I have dealt some In real estate my-~
self, and if a man came to me ana
wanted $500, where I could put it in
the bank and get 4 per cent., do you sup-
pose I would bother with a real es-
tate transaction at 6 per cent. and take

the chances of being obliged to fore-
close? T would say to him “I want
6 per cent. net on my money. I have

to take a mortgage from vou and they
will tax it under the laws of this State,
and that gives me 6 per cent. I want
6 per cent, €0 you must pay me 8 per

cent.” I do not know how it is in
Aroostook county, but everywhere 1
know anything about it, that is the

case. If there

is any class of men
that should be relieved it is the hon-
est farmers of the State. They must

struggle, with a little family and pay
their tax to the town and county and

State, when they often do not own
their farm.

My friend from Aroostook 1s a fi-
nancial man and a shrewd man, and

if a man came to him for money I know

.bock.
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that he is cunning enough to put it
some way so that the borrower will
pay that extra 2 per cent, and I say,
it is not right or fair or just. I know
that from Aroostook county ever since
1 have been a member of this Sen-
ate this matter has come down here
to do away with the tax on mortgages.
Let us relieve them this year; the
young men who are striving to build
up a4 home and are willing to pay one
tax upon real estate, but are not will-
ing to pay double taxation. They were
ledto believe by their education in the
State of Maine that the people did not
believe in double taxation. We do not
believe, and my brother here will not
say that he will go on record, if what
I say lIs correct, as believing in double
taxation. There is no member of this
Senate who Dbelieves in double taxa-
tion. FLet us wipe thisx off the statute
It is a most monstrous thing
and it is driving money out of the
State of Maine today. How many fore-
closures have been had by this tax

that wyou have put upon the statute
hook?

I ask that tne minority report bhe
not accepted.

Mr. OSBORN of Somerset: Mr. Pres-
ident: I have been much interested in
this discussion. It has been some-
what of a practical question with me

for I have been one of those poor, un-
foritunate people that the senator has
g0 eloquently described. Most of my
life T have been paying taxes and in-
terest also, yel is never happened that
1 was obliged to pay 8 per cent.; T al-
ways succeeded in getting money at
6 per cent 1 think sometimes the
other fellow has to pay some tax upon
that money. I am inclined to think
that is the experience of most peo-
ple, so far as I have knowledge of it,
in the State of Maine, and will con-
tinue to be their experience if we allow
this law to stand as it is. The poor
man that hires money and secures it
by real estate mortgage can hire it at
6 per cent. and the lender of the money
may, and probably will be assessea
upcn some porlion of it; he knows
he will not be on all of it, and rather
than put his money in his savings bank
and take 4 per cent. he will run the
risk of dodging the assessors and will
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loan his money to the poor man.

I have a}v&'ays noticed in my past
experience that whenever 1ndividuals or
corporations were seeking to get ria
of a tax or increase a tax, theyv al-
ways bring in the cry of the poox
unfortunate  fellows that are being
pressed, and their sympatbhy
gushes over and you can almost gsee
the tears run down their cheeks. My
own experience comes up, and I can-
not help sayving in my heart, “Hypoc-
risy!” But I won't it here.

If there is any merit in this bill
whatever, if farm mortages or real estate
mortgages should be exempt from tax-
ation, then why not exempt from tax-
ation money at interest? There can be
no argument in favor of taxing a man
on money at interest, when if he loans
out the money and has it secured by a
mortgage on real estate, he is exempt.

As the Senator from Aroostook plainly
pointed out, it simply cuts out the taxa-
tion on money at interest. I hope this
motion of the senator from Aroostook
to substitute the minority report will pre-
vail,

I could see more consistency in exempt-
ing stock on the farm than money at
interest. As I have said before, and it
is the experience of every assessor in the
State, you do not get all the money at
interest, you do get some of it, you will
get something from the money lender,

suy

© but if you get this law you will get noth-°

ing.

Mr. EDWARDS of Androscoggin: Mr.
President: I would like to ask the gentle-
man from Aroostook a question. It seems
to me that he is right on some of his top-
ics. Suppsing I should buy a farm for
35000, and wanted to borrow 32500 on the
farm on a mortgage. I have $2500 in my
pocket. I can take that money and loan
it, without any necessity, if I am a
shrewd man, and that money will es-
cape taxation, will it not?

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: If he
is dishonest enough not to give it in. If
a man buys a farm for $5000 and pays
$2500 on it and loans out his other
32500, T don’t know for my life where that
man would gain anything.

Mr, THERIAULT of Aroostook: Mr.
President: This is getting interesting
i1 would like to ask a question of the

always
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Senator from Knox. You have said, Sen-
ator, that this taxation of mortgages
amounted to double taxation. Would it
not be eminently fairer to exempt the
mortgagor instead of the mortgagee?

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: I think
not.

Mr. THERIAULT: Mr. President: If
you are going to change this law, assum-
ing that a man has a farm worth $3000
and has a mortgage on it of $1000, the far-
mer should pay a tax on $2000 and the
man who loaned him $1000 owns $1000 in
that farm and should pay a tax on that
amount. If you exempt either one, ex-
empt the mortgagor.

Another thing is this: If this taxation
is unjust and the present law is repealed
and raise the rate of interest from six
to eight per cent., are you not putting
two per cent. in the hands of the money
lender on existing mortgages?

Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: Not if
the money lender gets six per cent.

Mr. THERIAULT: Mr. President: The
Senator has claimed that this taxation
on mortgages raises the rate of interest,
and consequently has raised the rate of
interest on mortgages two per cent., and
you will now put two per cent. in the
hands of the money lender. Do you think

he will decrease his interest rate two
per cent.?
Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President: I be-

lieve the majority of the money lenders
are honest, I know of men here who are
money lenders and they get two per cent.
more interest on account of the tax on
mortgages. I say if this law is repealed
I would not ask a man to pay that ex-
tra two per cent.

Now, in regard to Senator Osborn; I
am glad he is so sympathetic. 1 do not
know to whom he referred when he spoke
of hypocrisy. I don’t know as they have
any mortgages in Somerset county. If
you vote against the repeal of that tax
on mortgages, I should be very fearful
that something would drop sometime.

Now it is well known that there are
a great many men—I believe the ma-
jority of mankind is honest, and will
do what is right. We do not have but
little money in our town. It is not like
the rich men in Portland, but there
are a great many men who step up to
the assessors and give in what money
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they have at interest, and then there
is another side, when you have to doom
them. This amount of $5,847,000 includes
what they doom taxes and what is
voluntarily given in, and includes
those that are doomed and have to pay.
I do not claim that the senator intcen-
tionally made a misstatement, but the
money ot interest for the whole coun-
ty of Cumbherland is $6,714,873, and in
all the counties it is $11,000,000. This
does not indicate how much of that is
upon mortgages. There are some coun-
ties that hardly tax mortgages at all
and you cannot tell how much tax
there is upon mortgages here. If the
senator from Aroostook will  lend
money upon good real estate security
and agree to pay the tax on the mort-
gages, I will find him all the custom-
ere he wants and arrange for all the
money in the county of Aroostook.

Mr. STEARNS of Oxford: Mr. Pres-
ident, T have been very much interest-
ed in this discussion. I do not propose
to take very much of the time of the
Senate to elaborate upon my ideas. It
occurs to me that this bill is improp-
erly titled. T think the title should be
“An Act to abolish the wicked and op-
pressive custom of dooming money
lenders.”

Therr have becn many good things
done lere. I have heard some good
stories since T have been here, and I
remember one that the senator from
Knox told me that pleased me very
much. It was something like this, that
three or four men were congregaled to-
gether and were discussing the great-
ness of different men, and the great
inventions that had taken place, some
of the great inventions and some of the
great inventors. Thev spoke of Fulton,
and Morse, and Edison, those woncler-
ful men and those wonderful inventors,
A Jew, standing near, heard the con-
versation and was very much interest-
ed. After hearing them extolled, he ap-
proached the men and said: “Excuse
me, gentlemen, but the man that in-
vented interest was no slouch.”

Tt occurs to me that the man that
invented interest is the man in whose
interest this hill is here. If 1 saw it in
any other light T would feel different-
1y about it. T have no doubt that the
senantor from Knox is as sincere in his
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belief as I am in mine, but I cannot
understand why sixty or seventy thou-
sand dollars in our little town should
he cxempt from taxation under any
law you might introduce, as it would
Le under this law, and why the poor
farmer and the poor men of our com-
munity should be obliged to have their
taxes increascd to meet that condition.

T can sce this in no other way and
I hepe the mation of the senator from
Aroostook will prevail.

The question being on ihe¢ moticn of
the sonator frem  Aroostook to sub-
stifute the minority for the majority
report, the yeas and nays were ordered
and the secretary called the roll. Those
voting yea were: Messrs, BEdwards, Ful-
ton, Gowell, Irving, Kellogg, Leach,
Milliken, Osbern, Sanborn, Stearns,
Theriault,—11. Those voting nay were:

Messrs. Allan, Blanchard, Boynton,
Dodge, Donigan, Farringten, Foss of
Androscoggin, Foss of Cumberland, Hill,
Mayo, Monulton, Noyes, Pendleton,
Staples, Winslow,—15.

So the motion te substitute the mi-
nority report was lost.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox,

the majority report of the committec

on taxation was accented.
On further motion by the same sen-
ator, the rules were suspended and

the bill was given its two readings and

.was passed to be engrossed.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

The following bhills and resolves were
given their two rcadings and were pass-
ed 1o be engrossed under suspension
of the rules.)

Resolve in favor of the Maine School
for Feeble Minded.

Resolve in favor of the
ding commitiee ocn ways

Joint Stah-
and bridges.

Resolve in favor of Charles W. Hur-
ley.

lesolve in favor of Fdward W,
‘Wheeler.

Resolve in favor of Charles W. Hur-
ley.

Resolve in favor of the official re-
porter of the Senate.

R=solve in favor of Hortense K. Hop-
kins.

Resolve in favor of the stenographers
to the recording officers of the Sen-
ate and House.
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Resolve in favor of the clerk and
stenographer to the committee on ap-
portionment.

An Act to abolish the office of the
recorder of the Western Hancock Mu-
nicipal court.

An Act to amend Chapter 28 of the
Revised Statutes as amended by Chap-
ter 194 of the Public Laws of 1809,
in relation to doors swinging cutward;
fire escapes or egresses from factories,
workshops, tenement houses, halls and
tenements; inspection, etc.

An Act to amend Chapter 83 of the
Public Laws o6f 1907 as amended by
Chapter 138 of the Public Laws of 1909,
relating to compiling and teaching lo-~
cal history and local geography in the
public schools.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Allan, for the committee on ap-~
propriations and financial affairs, on
Resolve in favor of the postmaster of
the Senate, reported. that the same
“ought not to pass.”

Mr. Foss, for the same committee, on
Resolve providing for an appropria-
tion for inspection of nupsery stock
and any +duties required under Sec-
tions 3 and 4, Laws of 1907, as amend-
ed by Laws of 1909, reported that same
“ought mnot to pass.”

The reports were accepted and
down for concurrence.

Mr. Boynton, for the same commit-
tee, on Resolve in favor of the clerk,
stenographer and the messenger to the
judiciary committee, reported that the
same ‘“‘ought to pass.”

The same senator, for the same
committee, on Resolve in favor of the
chairman of commmittee on Indian af-
fairs, reported that the same “ought
to pass.”

The reportis were accepted and the
resclves were tabled for printing un-
der joint rules.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

(The following bill under suspension
of the rules was given its two read-
ings and was passed to be engroessed.)

An Act to extend the provisions of
Chapter 315 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1909, being “An Act to incor-
porate the Penobscet Bay Water Com-

sent
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pany,” to March 26, 1913, and to amend
said charter.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, House Document No. 517, An Act
authorizing the State land agent to
sell certain property of the State at
Belgrade fish hatchery in the county
of Kennebee, wag taken from the table.

The same senator then offered Sen-
ate Amendment A to House Document
No. 517: “Amend by striking out all
after the word ‘treasurer in the fifth
line thereof.””

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President: If
the members of the Senate will refer
to House Document No. 517, it will be
apparent that this is an Act authoriz-
ing the State land agent to sell cer-
tain property of the State at the Bel-
grade fish hatchery. It contains a
provision that this money shall be used
for the construction of a cottage in
connection with another fish hatchery,
and if that money is not sufficient they
shall use other momney sufficient to
complete the work ®properly. This
strikes at that provision. That money
will go into the treasury and when we
get ready to build a cottage at Mon-
méuth can appropriate money for that
purpose.

Mr. EDWARDS of Androscoggin:
Mr. President: I am a member of that
committee, and it was the- suggestion
of the commissicner that we sell that
property at Belgrade. They needed &
cottage at Monmouth and were really
obliged to have one. They could sell
this property at a good advantage and
there would be sufficient money com-
ing from the sale to build the cottage
at Monmouth. It was the unanimous
vote of the committee.

Mr. MILLIKEN: DMr. President: As
far as the money coming from this
source or any other, is concerned, for
myself I have never made any differ-
ence in paying my bills whether I took
the mcney out of my vest pocket or
some olther pocket.

I have somehow gathered the im-
pressicn today from what I have heard
that there seemed to be a scarcity of
money for appropriations.

Mr. Idwards asked for a yea and
nay vote,

Mr. KELLOGG of Penobscot: Mr.
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President, [ haven't said a word today.
I want to say that I am in favoer of
this amendment. If the administration
is going to practice economy, and that
is what the Governor told us today we
must do, I think this is a good amend-
ment 2nd that tlhie Democrats There
should support it, even if it is intro-
duced by a Republican.

Mr. NOYES of Kennebec: Mr. Fres-
ident, as I understand Senator Milli-
ken's idea, it is simply to have the
monev pass through the treasurer's
hande,

Mr. MILLIKEN: No, Mr. President,
I don’t want it to pass through the
treasurer’s hands, but I want it to
pess into the State treasury and stay
there until the next session of the Leg-
islature.

The question being on the adoption
of the amendment offered by Senator
Milliken, the yeas and nays were or-
dercd and the secretary called the roll
Those voting yea were: Messrs, Allan,
Blanchard, Boynton, Dodge, Donigan,
mdwards, Farrington, Foss of Cumber-
land, Fulton, Gowell, Hill, Trving, Kel-
logg, Tieach, Mayo, Milliken, Noyes, Os-
horn, Sanborn, Staples, Stearns, Ther-
fault, Winslow—23. Those voting nay
were: Mr. Pendleton—1.

So the motion was adopted.

On further motion by Mr. Milliken,
the rules were suspended and the bill
was given its two readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

On mation by Mr. Kellogg of Penob-
zeot, the action whereby House Doc-
ument No. 522, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 6§ of Chapter 9 of the Revised
SQtatutes relating to taxation, and to
provide for exemption of mortgaged
real cstate from double taxation, was
passed to be engrossed, was reconsid-
ered.

Mr. KELLOGG: Mr. President, 1
move that this bill be tabled and as-
signed for Tuesday. and at that time
T am going to offer an amendment to
the hill providing that no man loaning
money on a mortgage will charge over
5 ver cent.

1 want some one to look this over
with me so that the amendment will be
all right when presented. And if the
T.ord lets me live T will be here Tues-

LEGISLATIVE RICORD—HOUSE, MARCH 21

day forenoon, and if T am not herc you
can take it off the table.

The motion adopted and the bill was
re-assigned for next Tuesday.

Mr. BOYNTON of Lincoln: Mr. Pres-
ident, I ask unanimous consent to in-
troduce a Resolve for grading and im-
proving the State Capitol grounds, ap-
propriating a sum of money not to ex-
ceed $2000 for the vear 1911 and a like
sum for 1912, to be expended under the
direction cof the Governor and Coun-
cil for grading and permancntly im-
nroving the grounds.

Mr. KELLOGG of Penobscot: Mr.
Pregident, T would like te inquire
whether this applies to the grounds on

this side of the street or the other
side?
Mr. BOYNTON: Mr. President, this

means the grounds of the State Cap-
itol, not crossing the street to the oth-
er side.

Mr. KELLOGG: Mr. President, I
have no objection to that. There has
already been a resolve passed to im-
nrove the grounds on the other side of
the street.

The resolve was accepted and re-
ferred to the committee on appropri-
ations and financial affairs.

On motion by Mr. Bovnton of Lin-
coln,
Adjourned.
HOUSE.

Friday, March 24, 1911,

Praver by Rev. Mr, Kearney of Au-
gusta.

Journal of vesterday read and ap-
proved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

Senate Bills on First Reading.

An Act to amend Chapter 2, Section
39, of the Revised Statutes, relating to
persons before whom oaths required
by the Constitution to qualify civil of-
ficers may be taken and prescribed.

On motion of Mr. Williamson of Au-
gusta the votes were reconsidered
wherchy the House passed to be en-
acted and passed to be engrossed bill
relative to the trustees of juvenile in-
stitutions.

Mr. Williamson offered an amend-



