
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Legislative Record 

of the 

Seventy-Third Legislature 

of the 

State of Maine. 

1907. 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE FEBRUARY 7. 163 

HOUSE. 

Thursday, February 7, 1907. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Clark of Gardi­

ner. 
Papers from the Senate disposed of 

in consurrence. 
Senate Bills on Fi~st Reading. 

An Act to amend chapter 222 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1903 
entitleJ "An Act to authorize ex­
tensions of the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad in Aroostook, Piscataquis and 
Penobscot counties. 

Resolve in aid of navigation on 
Moosehead Lake. 

Resolve for buoys and lights on the 
Rangeley Lakes. 

An Act to en tend the charter of the 
Houlton and Danforth Electric Rail­
road Company. 

Resolve in favo~ of the Bath Mili­
tary and "'aval Orphan Asylum. 

An Act to make plain the provisions 
of Section 9, Chapter 139 of the ReviseJ 
Statutes realting to extradition. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Houlton and \Voodstock Electric Rail­
road Company. 

An Act to grant certain powers to 
the Mount Desert Transit Company. 

An Act to amend Section 33 of Chap­
ter 39 of the Revised Statutes and 
Section 7 of Chapter 68 of the Public 
Laws of 1905. 

Senate amendment A, by adJing to 
the title of that bill the words "relat­
ing to the regulation of the sale of 
commercial fertilizers," was adopted, 
and tlle bill was then read twice and 
assigned for to-morrow morning. 

Resolve to prevent the pollution of 
the waters of North or Varnum's pond. 
came from the Senate amenJed by 
SE'natf' amendment A. The House re­
considered the vote whereby the bill 
was passed to be engrossed, S'enate 
amendment A was adopted, and the 
bill was then passed to be engrosseJ 
as amended. 

The fo!1o\ying petitions, bills, etc., 
were presented and referred: 

Judiciar,y. 
By Mr. True of Portland-Petition of 

F. S. Philbrick and 14 others of West 

Rockport in favor of the initiative and 
referendum. 

By Mr. Danforth of Skowgegan­
Petition of John B. Taylor and 37 
others of Skowhegan for same. 

By Mr. Stover of Brunswick-Peti­
tion of John VV. Ballou and others 
praying that Chapter 117, Section 5, 
flage 901, lines 16-26 inclusive be 
amended so that it "hall include the 
words "reasonable team hire;" of 
William M. Pennell and others for 
same. 

By Mr. Michaud of J;'renchville-BilI, 
An Act to incorporate the society of 
the Sisters of Wisdom; Bill, An Act 
to fix the time of paymcnt of salaries 
of county officers. 

Legal Affairs. 

By Mr. Libby of Amity-Petition of 
E. G. Bryson and 21 others of Haynes­
ville for the act providing for the sup­
port of the pauper, insane and feeble 
minded by the S'tate. 

By Mr. Milliken of Island FalIs­
Petitioll of L. F. Bradbury and 42 
others of Fort Kent, for same. 

By Mr. Libby of Amity-Petition of 
Martin Farady and 1~ others of Ban· 
croft, for same; of F. H. Vale and 42 
others of Hodgdon, for same. 

By Mr. Milliken of Island Falls­
Petition of 'l'homas Dubay and 2€ 
others of Hill Plantation, for same. 

By Mr. Tolman of Portland-Bill, An 
Act authorizing the construction of a 
wharf into the tide \Yaters of Casco 
Bay in the city of Portland. 

By Mr. Thomas of Harps\\'ell-Bill, 
An Act authorizing the building of a 
,vharf in \vaters of C8SCO bay. 

By Mr. Dow of Brooks-Bill, An Act 
to amend Cha pteI' 1R4 of the Private 
and Special Laws of 1899 entitled "An 
Act to establish a municipal court in 
the town of Scarsport." 

By Mr. True of Portland-Bill, An 
Act to amend Section 11 of Chapter 39 
of the Revised Statutes in relation to 
the sale of milk. 

By Mr. Irving of Presque Isle-Bill, 
An Act to enable the town to purchase 
the stock or franchises of the Presque 
Isle Water Company cr any part there­
of. 
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Appropriations and Financial Affairs. 
By Mr. Donigan of Bingham-Peti­

tion of O. G. vVyman of Bingham and 
24 others for resolve in favor of Maine 
State Sanitorium Association. 

By Mr. Michaud of Frenchville-Pe­
tition of citizens of St. Agatha for 
3anle. 

By Mr. Goodwin of Sanford-Petition 
of George E. Allen of Sanford and 13 
Jthers for same. 

By Mr. Colcord of Searsport-Re­
'wIve in favor of the town of Stockton 
'Springs, with statement of facts. 

Education. 
By Mr. vVeeks of Fairfield-Petition 

af A. H. Ellis and 17 others of Fair­
field for the adequate support of the 
University of Maine. 

By Mr. Titcomb of Farmington-Pe­
~ition of Eo E. Richards and 47 others 
::If Farmington for same. 

By Mr. Strickland of Bangor-Peti­
tion of John M. Oak and 41l others of 
Bangor for same. 

By Mr. Minnchane of Old Orchard­
Petition of "\Vm. G. Harmon and 32 
others of Old Orchard for same. 

By Mr. Giddings of Gorham-Peti­
tion of l,'rcd E. Mayberry and 36 others 
of Gorham and vVindham for same. 

By Mr. Pinkham of L,incoln-Peti­
tion of D. S. Chadbourne and 30 others 
of Mattawamkeag for same. 

By Mr. Dyer of Buckfield-Petition 
of James S. Wright and 38 others of 
South Paris for same. 

By Mr. Skillin of Cumberland-Peti­
tion of F. R. Sweetser and 33 others of 
Cumberland for same. 

By Mr. Jacobs of Athens-Petition 
of B. P. J. vVebster and 5(1 others of 
Madison for same. 

Banks and Bankings. 
By Mr. Merrill of Monmouth-Bill, 

)cn Act to incorporate the Peoples' 
Trust and Banking Company of Houl­
ton. 

Railroads and Expresses. 
By Mr. Libby of Amity-Petition of 

F. H. Vail and 42 others of Hodgdon 
for the act providing for a transferable 
two-cent mileage on the Bangor & 
Aroostook Railroad; of A. E. Babkirk 
and 14 others of Bancroft for same. 

By Mr. Milliken of Island Palls-Pe­
tition of Frank Violette and 31 others 
of Connor Plantation; of Thomas Du­
bay and 25 others of Hill Plantation; 
of "\Vm. H. Henderson and 25 others 
of Allegash Plantation; of Dr. Isidore 
Cote and 10 others of Frenchville; of 
L. F. Bradbury and 37 others of Ft. 
Kent; of A. G. vVhitcomb and 43 others 
of Westfield; of Nils W. Edlund and 
39 others of New Sweden for same. 

Interior Wat,ers. 
By 1\1r. Hall of Dover-Bill, An Act 

to amend S,ection 1 of Chapter ~62 {If 

the Private and Special La,Ys of 1903, 
entitled "An Act to authorize the Bos­
ton Exceisior Co. to erect piers and 
OOO!11S in ~·ebec river." 

State Lands and State Hoads. 
By Mr. True of PCj"tland-Petition of 

F. S. Philbrick and 14 others of West 
Brockport in faye.,. of the so-called 
Sergent road bill; of F. S. Philbricl{ 
a,nd 13 others of VVEst Roclcport in fa­
yor of State aid to towns for repairing 
public highways. 

Ways and Bridges. 
By Mr. Perry of Randorph·-Pctition 

of B. E. Lamb and 50 others of Ran­
dolph in favor of Resolve in favor of 
Gardiner and Randolph. 

By Mr. Michaud of Frenchville-Re­
solve in favor of the town of St. Aga­
tha in the county of 'Aroostook to as­
sist in building a road in said town. 

Inland Fisheries and Game. 
By Mr. \Vight of Newry-Petition of 

G. L. Smith and 17 others of Hanover 
in Oxford county asking that Meadow 
brook, ~o called, the main inlet to 
Howard's pond and tributaries of said 
brook shall be closed to fishing at all 
seasons ,}f the year from the source to 
its outlet into said Howard's pond. 

By ilVIr. Stearns of Norway·-Petition 
of Sylvester Cole of Paris and others 
for a law to prevent the carrying of 
firearms into unincorporated townships 
in close time on game; also to provide 
for feedlng the fish in our hatcheries 
for a longer time before they are liber­
ated. 

By Mr. Danforth of Skowh(,gan-Pe­
tition of Geo. F. Burrill and others of 
Madison for same. 

By Mr. Wight of Newry-Petition of 
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J. 'Y. Bpnnett of Gilead and others [or 
same. 

By :Mr. Crosby of Albion-Petition of 
(')l'IS. v\'. Abbott and 30 others of Al­
bion tor passage of a law prohibiting 
ic" fi~llin" in Luvejoy pon(l in Albion; 
of B. J. Sh<o"man and 39 others of Al­
bion [or same; of A. N. Goodwin and 
41 others of China asking for close time 
fo" ice fishing in China lal<e; of Geo. 
H. Cates and 21 others for same. 

Sea and Shore Fisheries. 

B', Mr. Stevens ',f Jonesport-Petition 
of D, O. French and 59 others of Jones­
port for an tLnlendn1ent to Section 35 
of Chapter 161 ,·,f Public and Special 
laYes of 19(1~ relaLing to taking of clams. 

By ':'l1r. Hillllanl of Perry-Petition 
of O. P. Rt::ynolds and 14 others of Per­
ry askin;T, that the' statutes relating to 
close tin-:.p on .snH"'it~ 111ny 'Je so a.mend·· 
prj that during the- month of Septem­
'iJpr s111elts m;:lY lJe taken rro~ll the \\'at­
e-rs of Cohl'scook 1>,'0'. eO\'e and inlets. 

By ':'Il". ,Skillin oj' Falmouth-Bill. A,. 
Act relating to the huilding and main­
t0naec of \veil's on the Pn.'sum'ps('tlt 
river. 

Towns. 

By Mr. Donigan of Bingham-Bill, 
,\ Il Aet to legalize the acts of Pleas­
ant Hidge plantation in the eounty vf 
Somerset. 

Pensions. 
By Ml'. BarrowR of Hampden-Re­

soh'e in favor of Rose Kelly. 

Temperance. 

By Mr. 'Scatc'"' of '''1estbl'ook-Peli­
tion of King S. Raymond and 133 oth­
ers of \"1 est brook for the repeal of th3 
Sturgis law. 

By ]\11'. Milliken of Island Falls-Pe­
tition of F. 'V. Mallett and 33 others 
01' FO'rt Kent for tile act providing fo,' 
the pmper labeling of medicines con­
taining alcohol and narcotic drugs; t)f 
1-lichapl Michaud and 10 others C)f 
l<'renchville; of 'V. H. Cunliffe and 36 
othNs of Fort Kent; of Thos. Dubay 
and 26 others of Hill Plantation for 
:::;anle. 

By ]\lr. Libby of Amity-Petition of 
::\1artin Faraday and 13 others of Ban­
croft: of Ii'. H. Vail and 41 otl1Prs of 
, ''<':''',10n: of E. G. Bryson and 21 oth­
ers of Haynesville>, for samp. 

By Mr. Milliken of Island Fails-R,,­
monstrance of Get'. Quimby and 13 oth­
ers of Bancroft against resubmission. 

By Mr. Libby of Amity-Remon­
stran('e of F. H. Vail and 3~ others 
of Hodgdon against same. 

By Mr. Langley of Acton-Remoll­
!-ilranee of Hey. F .. A. Palmer and ~~ 

others of Lebanon against same. 
Ry :Mr. JC)y of F)den-Re,monstrance 

of E. IJ\L Harmon and 69 others against 
same. 

By Mr. True of Portland-Remon­
s(rance' of Rev. Juel~on V. Clanep:.- an,l 
29 oth"rs of PortlanJ; of J. \Y. Parker 
and 81 others of Portland: of J. H. 
Libby al1(1 01 others of Portland 
agailJst HanlC. 

By Mr. PI'CStOI1 of Cherryfield-Re­
mOl1stranc<" of Alex Case and 81 other;; 
of Chc1'l'yfiplc1 against 8an1('. 

By Mr. Davies of Yarmoutll-Re-
111011stranc(' of R(ly. Geo. F'. 1\I:Uward 
of Portlan,1 and 29 others; of Rev. ]\1. 
Joseph Twomey of POI'tland and 117 
otllers against same. 

By Mr. Allen of Mt. Vernon-Re­
monstrancE' of 'Vilber F. Berry and 11 
others of Reaclfie-ld against same. 

By Mr. Dow of Brooks-Remon­
strance of Miller & Hill, D. B. Cobb & 
Son, V. A. Simmons, 1. G. Paekard, 
Rev. C. A. Purdy and 65 others of 
Searsmont; of Eli C. Merriam and 17 
others of ~ortll Belfast; of Vidur 
Grange repl"~senting 98 members and 
M. E. Church Congregation of 50 mem­
bers of Searsmont; of O. E. Frost anj 
110 others of Belfast; of vYilber H. 
Mallett and 10 others of ~orthport; 
of Annie L. Hayes, G. S. of Sons of 
Temperance of Maine, of Chelsea 
against samC'. 

Taxation. 

By Mr. True of Portland-Petition 
of F. S. Philbrick ancl 14 others of 
West Rockport in fayor of bill pre­
sented by Grange Legislative Commit­
tee increasing school tax fund. 

Waldo County Delegation. 

By Mr. Dunton of Belfast-Bill, An 
Act relating to the records of instru­
ments affecting or conveying title to 
real estate in the county of Waldo and 
now recorded in other counties. 

Ry Mr. Noyes of Augusta-Order 
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relating to advisability of remodeling 
and fireproofing the third female wing 
at the Insane hospital at Augusta. 

Placed on File. 
By Mr. Donigan of Bingham-Peti­

tion of Frank A. Peabody and 77 others 
of Houlton in favor of the bill to pro­
vide for the ownership and mainten­
ance of highway bridges by the State; 
of F. g Brackett, selectman; E. E. 
Rowes, road commissioner, and 34 
others of Union; of H. L. Ridlon and 
19 others of Kezar Falls; of E'. F. Mc­
Kay and 47 others of Ashland; of John 
Fossett and 18 others of Union for 
same. 

By Mr. Hathorn of Milford-Petition 
of S. A. Higgins and 31 others of Mil­
ford for same. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Noyes of Augusta, 
Ordered, The Senate concurring, 

that the committee on insane hospital 
be instructed to inquire further into 
the advisability of remodeling or fire­
profing the third female wing of the 
Insane hospital at Augusta, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Waldron from the committee on 

the judiciary, on Bill, "An Act in re­
lation to compensation for clerk hire 
in the office of the clerk of courts for 
the county of Androscoggin," reported 
that the same bc referred to the com­
mittee on salaries. 

Mr. Weeks from same committee on 
Bill, "An Act to provide for ascertain­
ing by ballot the sentiment of the peo­
ple as to candidates for senators in 
Congress," reported that the same be 
printed and recommitted. 

Mr. Stearns from the committee on 
legal affairs, on Bill, "An Act to in­
corporate the Searsport Electric Com­
pany," reported that the same be re­
ferred to the committee on the judi­
ciary. 

Mr. Hall from the committee on 
railroads and expresses on Bill, "An 
Act to enlarge the powers of the Au­
burn, Mechanic Falls and Norway 
Street Railway, and to change its name 
to Lewiston, Augusta and Waterville 

Street Railway," reported that the 
same be printed and recommitted. 

Mr. Martin from the committee on 
taxation reported "ought not to pass" 
on Bill, "An Act to amend Section 65 
of Chapter 8 of the Revised 8'l:atutes, 
relating to taxation of trust and bank­
ing companies." 

The reports were accepted and sent 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Martin from the committee on 
legal affairs reported "ought to pass" 
on Bill, "An Act to amend Section 60 
of Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to dogs." 

Same gentleman from same commit­
tee reported same on Bill, "An Act re­
lating to domestic animals." 

Mr. Stearns from same committee 
reported "ought to pass in new draft" 
on Bill, "An Act to amend Section 30 
and Section 32 of Chapter 39 of the 
Revised Statutes, Section 5 of Chapter 
38 of the Public Laws of 1905 and Sec­
tion 6 of Chapter 68 of the Public 
Laws of 1905," under title of "An Act 
to amend Section 30 and Section 32 of 
Chapter 39 of the Revised Statutes, 
Section 5 of Chapter 38 of the Public 
Laws of 1905 and Section 6 of Chapter 
68 of the Public Laws of 190[" relating 
to jurisdiction of municipal and police 
courts and trial justices." 

Mr. Newcomb from the committee 
on appropriations and financial af­
fairs reported "ought to pass" on Re­
solve to provide for the expenses of the 
Maine Industrial School for Girls. 

Mr. Joy from same committee re­
ported "ought to pass in new draft un­
der same title" on Resolve in favor of 
Maine Industrial School for Girls. 

Mr. Jordan from same committee 
reported "ought to pass" on Hesolve in 
favor of S. T. Kimball, secretary of 
the special joint committee on free 
transportation, appointed by the 72d 
Legislature. 

Same gentleman from same commit­
tee reported same on Resolve in favor 
of the Maine General hospital. 

Mr. Stubbs from same committee re­
ported "ought to pass in new draft 
under same title" on Resolve in favor 
of the Hospital of the Sisters of Chari­
ty of the city of Lewiston, Maine. 
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Same g'entloman from .same com­
mittee reported same On ResolYe in 
favor of Knox County General hospital. 

Mr. :Mullen from the committee 0:1 
railroadS and expresses reported "ought 
to pass in rww draft" on bill "An Aer 
to authorize the Somerset Uailway Co. 
to extend its l'ailroad from Norti1 
'Vest Carry, in the town of Seboom­
ook, westcrly, northerly and easterl~,· 

to the Canadian line by one or mO~'2 

routes, and to authorize other railroad 
companies to purchase its franchis,"', 
and pro pOl ty." uwler title of "An ACt: 
to authodze the Somerset Railway Co. 
tn extpnd its l'ailrond from :'\o1'th,\'('8t 
Cnrry, ia the to\"n of SeboomOOk, ,west­
erly and northerly to the Cana(}ian lin," 
by one or ,more routes, and to authori;;' 
other railroad companies to purchnse 
its franchise and property." 

Mr. Charles fr01ll the committee on 
banks and banldn" reported "ought tu 
pass" on bill, "An Act to incorporate­
the Fairlield Trust Co." 

Mr. Colcord from the same committ"'3 
repoi'ted same on bill "An Act to 
amend Section 7 of Chapter So of Pri­
,'ate and Special Laws of the State ,)f 
Maine for the year 1903," entitled ".\n 
Act 1.0 incorporat·:, the Killeo Trust Co." 

Mr. Fl:lhcrty frem san,e cnmmitt€e 
reported "ought to pass in new draft 
und,'r same titlc" em bill "An Act to) 
U1corporatC' the LL1.c" In t 'f)Unt~- Tru:~: 

Mr. Copeland from same committe" 
reported "ought to pass" ()n bill "~,,"1l 

Act to amend the charter of th" 
Stockton Springs 'Trust Co." 

Rame gelltlclllan fr~,nl sanne cOnlnlii:­
t0e repol'ted sa·me on bill "An Act to 
incorporflte the Hockport Trust Co." 

Mr. Allen from same committee reo 
110l·ted sam e on bill "An A,ct to exten.; 
the charter of thc Sanford Trust Co." 

Same gentleman from same com'mit­
tee reported "ought to pass in new 
c1ru.ft under same tItle" on bill "An Act 
to incorporate the rnion Trust Co. 
of Ellsworth." 

Mr. Merrill from the committee on 
inland fish and game petition of Lon 
K Wight and 19 others, residents of 
Oxford county, for a law to regulate 
fishing in Sunday river and its tribu­
taries, in the county of Oxford, report­
ed bill entitled "An Act to regulate 

f1shing in Sunday river and tributaries 
in the county of Oxford." 

S.:Lme gentleman. from same commit­
t~e, on lJctition of Mark N. Charles 
am] 31 others of Stow for an act to 
prl'vent t Ire throwing of sawdust and 
otht'r waste material into Cold rive'~ 
and i1>.; tributaries in Stow, reporte.'] 
bill entitl~d "An Act to prohibit the 
tllrO\ving of sawdust and other waste 
material into Cold river, in Stow, 
county of Oxford, or any of its tribu­
taries," 

Same gentleman from same comorriit. 
tt'P, on petition of L. 1\1. Gordon and 
9 others. l'l'sidellts of Piscataquis coun­
ty, praying that Big Lyford pond, in 
t l )(, county of Piscataquis, be closed to 
bait fishing fnr a period of five year'S, 
l'('ported bill entitlcd "An Act' to regu­
late fishing in Big Lyford pond, in the 
county of Piscataquis." 

:-'11'. Hall from the committee on In­
~~U1e hos,Jitals, on order to inquire into 
the expediency of properly caring fOl' 
the tu'b2rc'ular insn ne in the t\yO asy­
lurns, rqlOrted a resolve entitled, "Re­
solve in fa VOl' ,)f a building for the 
tuher('ulal~ insane. 

!Ill'. Allan from the committee on 
1,-,lJor reported "')llgh t to pass" on bill 
"An Act to amen,'! Section 50, Chapter 
93, of the Ut'viserl StatuteR." 

Mr. True from the committee on tax­
ation reported "(lught to pass" on bill 
"An Act to amen,] Section IT of Chap­
ter 10 of ilw ReYised Statutcs, rolilt­
ing to th0 sale of land for taxes in in­
corporated places." 

The reports ,,",'re accepted and bills 
an!! r('solvC's ordered printed under 
juint rules. 

First Reading of Printed Bills and Re­
solves. 

An Act to auth'orize the building of a. 
bridge across Robbins' Bar, so called, 
betw('en Deer Isle and Stinson's Neck, 
in the county of Hancock. 

An Aet to amend Section 25 of Chapter 
9 of the Revised Statutes, relating to tax­
ation of property of manufacturing, min­
ing and smelting corporations. 

R0s.olve in favor of J. W. Allen. secre­
tary of the committee on State prison. 

Resolve in favor of Lettie Whittier of 
Mt. Vernop. 

Resolve In favor of the Waldo County 
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G'meral hosplital. 
Resolve in favor of Kingman and Dre'w 

plantation. 
Resolve in fa,vor of the Maine Eye and 

Ear Infirmary. 

Passed to Be Engrossed. 
An Act [or the protection of deer in the 

town of Isle au Haut, in the county of 
Hancock. 

An Act to authorize the Great North­
ern Paper Ccmpany to own and operat," 
mill~ in any county in tlw State and to 
hold stock in the Northern Maine Power 
Packet Company. 

An Act authorizling the Milo Lumber 
Company to erect piers and booms. 

An Act to amend Chapter 116, Secti'On 
3, and Chapter 131, Section 13, of the Re­
vised Statutes 'Of 1903, relating to private 
detectives. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
North Branch Dam Comrnny. 

.A n Act to incorporate the Island Tel­
ephone Company. 

Passed to Be Enacted. 

An Act no incorpo,rate the American 
Trust Company. 

An Act to renew and extend the char­
ter of the Hamilton Trust Company. 

Orders of the Day. 
On motion of Mr. Milliken of Island 

Falls, bill, An Act to amend Section 15 
of Ch~pter SO of the Revised Statutes, 
'was taken from the table. 

Mr. Spear of South Portland moved 
to amend the bill by adding to the title 
the ,words "relating to the employment 
of Iprisoners com,mitted for crime." 

The amendment was adopted, and the 
bill was then referred to the commitiee 
on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Milliken, hill, An Act 
to ,amend Section 57 of Chapter 29 of the 
Revised Statutes, was taken from the ta­
ble. 

Mr. Spelar offered an amendment to th8 
title by adding the words "relating to the 
penalty for intoxication." 

The amendment was adopted, and th,! 
bill was then referred to the committ n " 

on the judiciary. 
On mootiion of Mr. Skidmo,'e of Liberty. 

bill, An Act to amend Chapter 103, Pub­
lic ri-"WS of 1905, relating to the exemp­
tion of soldiers and sailoro from poll tax, 
was taken from the table. 

.!VIr. SKIDMORE: Mr. Speaker, in ta­
bling this bill my purpose wets to call the 
attention of the members of the Hous," 
to the fact that this bill was treading on 
dangprous ground, that it created a class 
legl;slatioll, that is, it relieved from tax­
.aUnn H certain l'or::ion of OuT pelople wh·) 
were well a))le to pay. The lruw relatin,;­
to " pon tax by some is considered to be 
,absurd anil wholly (wrong, but as for m') 
I do not think so. It gives to those who 
are yOllng and are ju~t ~oming IOn th~3 

field of action, and who have not haC! 
the privil('ge that others have had to ac­
(Iuire prOpt'rty on Iwhich to "118 taxed, but 
by the payment of a ]'011 t'>x a just and 
equal right to 'participntp in the affairs 
of govcrnm('nt. 

No"r there is a Jaw on the statut'-:­
books which this law calls attention to, 
which exempted Rll soldie,n: and sailom 
of the' Civil ,Val'. from the payment of a 
poll tax Iwho had taxablo property 
that was not valued lat $;,00. So you 
see that in that respect it does not apply 
strictly to the poor and n,~edy. There 
is a.nother law also on our ~tatute books 
Iwhich gives to the· municip'aI :officers of 
every city and town in this State the 
right to remit or abate the taxes, not 
only of ~()Idiers ~nd saillars of the Civil 
War, but of all persons (who in their 
judll'l'nent were deemed worthy to be so 
,"xeml'ted. So it seems to me that this 
la,w is n'o! called for at the ]Jresent tima; 
and I kave as much sympathy as anyone, 
I care not who, f()r ,the old soldier, for 
my people WPrE' in that war [Cnd did what 
they could towards its succ('Ssfu! termi-. 
n[Ction. l'!lIt I do not believe it is right 
for any portion of our people to be re­
lieyed of :a, tax when th,w la're able to 
pay it, and ,the national gov'~rnment has 
made ample provislion-I do not say that 
in every case it has donE' that whiCh is 
right and just to all, but I do s~y that 
in a mlajority of cases they have don-e 
that which was in keeping with the evi­
dence and conditions whlich existed and 
which have heen ]Jresented to them. They 
m:'ly have p'rred in siome cnsrs, find who 
can say that they have not, but in those, 

crtf:0S tlH'n~ j~: a remed:v for th0 soldiers, 
saiJ(JrB ana widows and 1ho~e d('ppndenr 
1m on t11('m to aipea1 tn th0' Pe-nsion 
(,Ierk of tl10 StatE' of -:Haire. And 
there haYE?- lwon lib0ral proyi~ion:; 

in ypar~ p;t~t ?_nc1 thC'ri:' if.; penfl-
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ing -at the present tlme s~ill more 
provisions to continue the good work: 
and Iwherever thE' national governm.ent 
has failed to fulfill that condition, the 
State government through its pension 
clerk has come to the rescue Dr-d OD~ 

'what was right as far as they were able. 
So it seems to me that takJing these facts 
intlO consideration there is amplE' law 
upon our statute books not only to pro~ 
tect the old soldiEr but to protect every 
one. Those I hav" talked with and those 
whom thi~ law would benefit have 'object­
ed to me to its passage, that H wa.s whol-
1,- wrong and unc3.lled for, that they 
WeTe ready and willing to bear their por­
tion of the burden" of taxation. One of 
them called my attention to thig fact, 
that there was living beside him a POOl­

man 'WIth a large family who had no 
property; 3.nd he asked me haw it would 
lo,ok for him to be- relie'Ved of a taxa­
tion and nave ,one imposed upon that per­
son. And there are mtany just ~uch in­
st[lnces; and I have aLwRYs fou'JQ. that 
wherever it was necessary for the old 
soldier to stand his burden, not onl~' ,in 
time of 'war but in time of peace, he was 
,ready to do so. If anyone has any 
donht of that let him go down inno the 
rotunda of this' Oarpitcl where hE' can 
see therE' the colo,rs which were born~ 

by the hardy sons of Maine from the tim~ 
of the firing upon Fort Sumpter until th,~ 
close of that blolOdy period, and he wm 
find that the hardy sons of Maine stood 
by their country Rnd sought to uphold 
th" principles of patriotism; and they 
are not afraid today to stand beror" th,~ 
people in an honest and just canse as 
they did then. They are ready and will­
ing to bear their burdens, and I helieve 
that they are ready, no matter what the 
conditliJon may be, to do their part to­
wards sustaining the affairs of govern­
ment. 

On motion of Mr. ,\reId of Old Town, 
the bill was laid on the table for tha 
purpose of offering an amendment. 

On moticn of :\1r. Lord of Parsonsfield, 
Al1journed. 
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