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SENATE. 

Monday, March 20, 1905. 
Senate called to ord",r by the Presi-

dent. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Plant of Gardi

ner, 
Journal of the last session read and 

approved. 
Pa pel'S f'l"om ihe House Gisposed of in 

concurrence. 
Read and' Assigr,ed. 

Resolve in favor of Harry B. Con
way of Calais. 

Bill, An Act fo,r th0 1,etter protection 
of lobsters and to prevent ihe transpor
tation of lobsters out of the State, from 
June ,first to October first of each year. 

M'l". Simpson of York lTJoved that this 
bU! be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. GAHDNER of Penobscot: Mr. 
President: Befo,re th9 motion is put I 
will move that the mn tter be tabled. 
It is a 'matter of some imj:.ortance, and 
I would like to look illtO it. 

The question being put upon the mo
tion of Mr. Gardner to table the bill, 
the l1lGtion W,lS lost, a division showing 
that five senators had va reel in fwvor of 
the motion, and 13 senators against the 
same. 

The pending question being upon the 
mution o'f Mr. 'Simp,son of York to in
definitely po,sloone. 

:VII'. HESELTON of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, Pe,rsonally I should like to 
hear an explanation from some party 
Iwho knows about this 'measure, and 
why it should be indeJin:tdy postponpd. 
There must be some ~eason for it. 

Mr. Simpson of York thereupon rea<1 
the bill. as follows: 

"Section 1. No persorl or corporation 
shall, betwe2n the first (lay of June and 
the first day of OcUlber in any year, 
carry or transpo,rt out of the State, any 
lobster or lobsters. taken in the waters 
adjae;ent to said State a;id withlin the 
limits thereof, except such as are can
lled, and except female lobsters with 
the Pggs attached consigned to the 
United States Fish o:ommission. 

Section 2. Any person, or the direc
tors or officers of any cOl"poration vio
lating the provisions of this Act, shall 
be punished by fine of not less than 
two dollars nor more [han five dollars 
[01' ca('h lobster so unlawfully carriod 

or tl'amported out of the State or by 
impri'sor ment ·not lesg than thtrty days 
Or more than ninety clays for each 0[

fensp." Nuw, Mr. President, we are not 
allowed to ship any lobstHs from the 
1st day of June until the 1st day of 
October, each year. The people that 
o',yn pounds can buy ihese lobsters of 
fishermen at their own price, four or 
five cents a lobster, an1 can keep them 
uniil thp 1st of October, and then ship 
them to another State. The fishermen 
will sull'er, and those owning pounds 
will make lots of money ,from the op
eration. Th<at is the reason ,why I, for 
one, wonld object. 

Mr. GAHDNEH of Penobscot: Mr. 
President: Before the motion is put, as 
I am at a disadvanta'-{0 in debate upon 
3 question so far a way frolm my sec
tion. as a lob~ter bill. But as I under
stam; tlce matter. it is this: \Ve have 
today protection for game in our State, 
and fLlr birds in our State, and for 
things that Clre inlanrl. \Ve 'prohibit the 
exportiilg and transporting of the 
things j\~ature has cri n'H us in this lo
cality al over the country, except with
in corta in restrictions. I suspect that 
thi~ Armour trust which controls most 
everythi ~g. and will soon control the 
"ery air we breath, comes down he,re 
and are behind thi,s busir.ess. Carload 
aftt)r carload go to Den, er, Chicago, 
and 8'\'erywhere else; and a plain citi
z"n in this State cann:}t get a lobster 
to "'fit. The price h'18 gon'~ up all out 
of rpason. I say if W8 are going to 
s]lend a thousand dollars 1'01' the pro
tcction ,)f lob~ters, there should be 
som" re' triction against 8hipping them 
ad lIb al o\"er this country, ,against the 
interests of this Statf'~' We are doing 
everything we can to (·ncourage and 
fLlster the coming of ,il'.itors into OUl' 
Sta teo and are protecting- cur fish and 
game, and we are doing" everything we 
can to get \-isitors to come here from 
the "Vest and South, and the North
",pst in the summer. If there is any
one thing a summer ViSitOl' wants 'When 
he come, here <it is lobster; and they 
are fixing it now so that tbi,s immense 
trust ean eonw here II nil seize every 
lobster, and control their sale; and 
\':hen t:'ley get them out of the 
Sta te they fix the r,rice so that 
a phtin dtizen cann0t get any, ann 
the Yisitors \yho COat'" down here on 



696 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENAT'E, MARCH 20. 

the coast to spend their money, can
not get any. This bill isi in line with 
our laws protecting and fostering our 
natural refources. We protect our 
game. '\-e do not permit these men to 
carry our partridges out of the State. 
Formerly there was' a good business 
done in my seetion in the way of kill
ing deer and sending them out of the 
State regardless of res'trietion; but we 
have now said they shall not deplete 
the forests of game and send it out
side the State. 'rhis' bill as I under
stand it is in line with that, so that 
we shall not allow this' trust to eontrol 
the lobsters caught off this coast and 
to fix it so that hotels and vis'itors 
who come here can get no lohsters. '\Te 
used to get lobster salad in a decent 
restaurant in this city for 25 cents. \Ve 
cannot get it now for 75 cents. I went 
to a restaurant the other day here, and 
told the proprietor that I wanted a, 
lobster salad, and as,ked him what it 
would rost, and he said they charged 
him 75 cents, for a common lobster sal
ad. I do not see why we should not 
fix it RO that visitorsl who Gome into 
this State should have opportunity to 
have some lobster, and not have this 
Armour trust take every lobster that 
18 caught here from thes1e traps' or 
crates and ship them out of the State. 
r don't know \,-hy we should not put 
some restriction upon it. I have not 
been able to get one for two years, in 
my country; and if the fishermen will 
brir r them ashore and the trust does 
not ~eize them, I will PRY and I think 
the visitors that come here will pay a 
fair price. It seems to me it is' fair to 
reRtl'ict them from being taken from 
the State, in the interest of the con
sumer and the hotels and in the inter
eRt of Dnd for the pleasure 01' the peo
ple who come here to spend their 
money and of the plain citizen who 
wants, once in a while, some lobster 
salad. 

Mr. SIMPSO~ of York: Mr. Presi
dellt, I am very well aware that this 
Is an important matter; and that is, 
thE' reaRon I wanted to have something 
to say on the matter. This bill was, 
presented by the gentleman from Ox
ford county. The lobsters up in Ox
ford county are quite good; and it 
'.ooks DS if something were being cov-

"red up: and I believe that the lobster 
trust WDS the means' of this bill being 
presented. 

Mr. TUPPER of Lincoln: Mr. Pres
Ident, the lobster fishery is the most 
important fishery on the coast of 
Maine. The commissioner in page 10 of 
his report, says': "In the value of the 
"atch, both in 1903 and 1904, the lob
ster lishery takes the lead of all the 
fisheries in the State, being an aggre
gate of 25,199,26~ pounds, valued at 
~2,28t),8;J~. " 

No,\, you have probably all seen in 
the papersl within a short time reports 
about a syndicate being organized to 
buy up th~ whole lobster fishery on the 
Atlantic coast; and instead of this 
hiil being introdur:ed for the benefit of 
the people of Maine, in my opinion it 
is introduced for the benefit of this 
lobster s'yndicate. They propose to buy 
up the large dealers in the State of 
Maine, and the small dealers they are 
g0ing to freeze out. Along our coast 
we have numerous dealers' in lobsters, 
who buy from fisbermen 'Lnd sell direct 
to peo;le in Chicago, New York and 
nearly every city of the United States. 
Ne~rly all of the hotels: in the large 
cities' of this c')untry are supplied di
rect from thes'e small dealers along 
our c'oast; Dnd if they are prevented 
from supplying these hotels during the 
months of June, July, August and 
September--and this s'yndicate which 
has been formed gets the trade during 
those four months'-these small deal
ers are ruined in their business and 
they would have to get other work. 

There is nothing else for them to do 
dllring these four months, and they must 
sell their lobsters for any price thel' can 
get, and the wealthy men who can buy 
up those lobsters, andi store them in 
pounds until October, can then commence 
shipping them, and this syndicate can, 
from some point situated in New Bruns
wick or on the coast of Massachusetts, 
supply d'lring these four months their 
customers from outside the State, and 
from October can supply from the lob
sters they have boug,ht during this close 
time at it small price, not only getting the 
lobsters cheap of the fishermen during 
those four months, but, having this large 
stock caught on the coast of Maine, it 
will red'lC'e the price very much during 
the remaining months; so that I hope the 
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hill will be Indefinitely postponed, as it 
m!'anR much to our section. 

~ir. SHACKFORD of Washington: Mr. 
President, I have a protest here from 5.,: 
lobster fishermen of Jonesport against 
this bill, that is, if it is in order to pre
sent it. 

The PHESIDENT: You may present it 
as a part of your remarks. 

Mr. SHACKFORD: These people who 
have signed this petition did not know 
about this until S:lturday afternoon. It 
was gotten up on very short notice, and 
for me to present to the Senate when this 
bill C:lme up for consideration today. They 
are very much against this bill. 

The PHESIDENT: The senator from 
Washington offers th efollowing petition: 
"To the Honorable Senators and Repre
sentatives in Legislature assembled: vVe, 
the undersigned, citizens of Jonesport, 
protest any legislation which will chang" 
the present law relating to the shipping 
of lobsters out of this State." 

Mr. M[LLS of Hancock: Mr. President, 
I have only a few things to say on this 
subject. I 'was not aware there was such 
a bill in thc Legislature until it was 
brought to my attention through the pa
pers Saturday. 

This bill was introduced by the gentle
man from Oxford county. It hfts never 
heen before any committee, and the peo
ple of the State know nothing about It. 
I know nothing ahout the trust which has 
he en spoken of here, and nothing about 
the syndicates, whieh have l.een or may 
be formed. I know nothing about their 
Interest in this bill, and I know nothing 
about how it will affect them or their 
business; but I do know, gentlemen, and 
every man who is acquainted with the in
dustry of the lobster fi~hery along the 
coast of Maine knows how this law, if 
passed, would affect the plain people that 
are ~pol{en of here. Every man who 
knows anything about the lobster busi
ness knows how such a bill would affect 
the fishermen scattered all along the 
coast from Quoddy Head to Casco b:lY. 
It seems to, me it is t,he most monstrous 

proposition that has been introduced here, 
and the most impo,rtant one, considering 
the lack of hearing that it has had. Ther" 
are hunilreds of people in the county 
whleh I have honor in part to represent, 
who (~arn their living in t,he summf'r by 
lobster fishing, and they usually ship 
their fish themselves. They ship them in 

harrels to the dealers in Boston or New 
York, a" it may happen to be. The pas
sage of this bill would throw them out 
of busin9ss entirely, and they would have 
to go in ,0 some new line of work by 'Wa.y 
of supporting themselves. 

I hOPE the gentleman from Penobscot, 
arguing in favor of this bill, will be influ
enced by his interest for the people along 
the coa:;t; I hope he will bear in mind 
that thl:; concerns thEm, and if they had 
a chanc.~ to express themselves regarding 
this bill they would one and all express 
thcmsel'res against it. In view of that 
fact, which is a fact, Mr. President, I 
hope he will vote against the bill. 

Mr. GARDNER. I moved here origin
ally thet we lay this matter upon the 
table ur.til at I('ast a fair Ul'derstanding 
of the merits of this bIll could be giv
en. I sc e the same o,PIlosition that we 
have a~'ainst this bill was made in my 
cuuntry on the game l.usiness; origin
ally th(' hun tel's opposed any restric
tions U,)on shipping out of the State. 
You ar" meeting the same opposition 
from Hese fi,shermen that we had in 
my section with reference to the ship
ments I have referred to. Until you 
hear th., virtue of it. 

Mr. l\'rTLLS. May I ask a question? 

Mr. GAHDNER. Yes. 

M .• '. MILLS. What is the v1irtue of it? 
Mr. GARDNER. I a,m tlying in my 

fpeble way to argue the virtue of It, 
and if :: fail to convin'2e him it is my 
misfortllne. I say, gentlemen, we should 
at I€'as\ have thi,s matter laid on the 
table Inti! we can undETstand the 
thing. ,]'here aJre oth"r mc·mbers of the 
SFnate interested in this matter, who 
are not present, and T urge that you 
do not indefinitely postpone this bilI 
without at least, a fair knowledge of 
it; and I say that my original prorposi
trion to, lay this on the table was fair 
and in a line with what is custom3Jry 
in this ::;ellate, but as that motion was 
not debatable I was not able to say 
what I wanted to. 

Now I trust the members of this Sen
ate 'viII not vote to indefinitely post
pone th.~ bill, and I am willing to ag3Jin 
move, Ol' to allow anyone else to move, 
that th·" matter be tahled until the 
Senator:; can investigate it, and con
sult with people in the community who 
know a bout it, and be able to give a 
f"ir ex.,ression of opinion. I trust the 
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motion to indefinitely postpone will not aslmd for a committee of conference, and 
prevail, but that the matter may be appointed as conferees on the part of the 
tahled so that we may have a chance House Messrs. Johnson, Reed and Hig
to lo(.k into it. gins. The Senate voted to insist, and 

Mr. PHILOON of Androscog'gin: Mr. appointed as conferees Messrs. Staples, 
President, on almost any measure of Gardner and Putnam. 
merit it is safe to trust it to its merits, HOllse document 261-"An Act authoriz
and in view of the fact that the lobster ing the codif\eation of the sea and shore 
industry is not represented by the honor- fishery laws." This bill in the Senate 
able senator from Oxford county, I will was passed to be engrossed, adopting 
myself vote to let the matter lie upon the Honse amendment A. The bill was then 
table, and later hear it discussed On its returned to the House, and in that branch 
merits, when we can all act more intel- was further amended by HousE' amend
IIgently. ment~ Band C. The Senate on motion 

The question being put upon the motion hy Mr. Tupper of Lincoln, voterI to re
to indefinitely postpone, and a vote being eon~ider the vote whereby the bill was 
had, the Chair declared itself in doubt. passed to bQ engrossed, and on further 
Mr. Simpson thereupon called for a di- motion by the same senator House amend
vision. ments Band C 'were severally adopted, 

Mr. GARDNER: I would again urge and the bill as amended Was passed to !J~ 
upon the Senate that It has been customa- engrossed. 
ry and usual during the proceedings of Senate documE'nt 191-" An Act relative 
this session to allow such a question to be to moying buildings through the streets," 
laid upon the table. was referred to the next Legishlture by 

Mr. MILLS: Is the matter still open for the Senate, and sent to the House; that 
debate? branch non-concurred with the Senat", 

The PRESIDENT: It is not. The ques- and the bill ,was returned to the Senate 
tion is now upon division; I permitted the at last Satnrday's session. The Senate 
senator from Penobscot to speak, tHere thereupon insisted upon its action, and 
heing no objection. asked for a committee of conference. Ow-

A division being had, ten senators vot- Ing to the absence of members of the 
ed in favor of the motion, and ten sena- committee on towns, and especially the 
tors voted against the same; thereupon chairman, the Chair did not appoint 'l. 

the Chair voted against the motion, and committee of conference On that day. At 
the motion to Indefinitely postpone 'was this session the Chair appointed as can
lost. ferees upon this bill on the part of the 

On motion by 'Mr. Gardner of Penobscot, Senate Messrs. Staples of Knox, Clark of 
the bill was tabled, and Wednesday next Hancock, and Phlloon of Androscoggin. 
assigned for its consideration. 

Senate document 113-u An Act to estab
lish a la,w uniform with other states rE'l
a tive to insurance policies. .. This bill 
having been pass€'d by the Senate to be 
engrc-ssed was sent to the House, and in 
that branch was IndefiniteIy postponed. 
It was then returned to the Senate, 
which voted to insist; it went ba"k to the 
House, and that branch insisted and ask
ed for a committee of conference, and ap
pointed as conferees on the part of the 
House Messrs. Briggs, Higgins and Reed. 
The Senate insisting upon its action, the 
Chair appointed as conferees upon the 
bill Messrs. Clark, Shaw and Staples. 

House document 312-"An Act relating 
to trustee process." Indefinitely post
poned by the Senate at the last session, 
and sent back to the House. That branch 
insisted upon the passage of the bill, and 

Mr. PU'l'NAM of Aroostook presented 
re80lve in favor of A. D. Russell. and 
on motion by the sam·~ Senator the re
solve was refer,red to the Committee 
on Appropriations and Financial Af
fairs. 

Statement of fa~ts aceompanying 
minority revort of the Con,mHtee on In
sane hospitals, presented by Mr. Morse 
of Waldo, and on his motion the same 
'wa,g tabled 'for printing. 

Mr. Sturgis of Cumberland presented 
bill, "An Act to malre yalid the action 
of the town o,f Standish in uniting tha 
'former school dh'tricts of South Stand
i,~h and Bonny Eagle," and asked that 
thE' same be received without reference 
to any Committee. 

Mr. STURGIS. Mr. President, the 
forme,r districts of South Standish and 
Bonny Eagle had f'ailed to maintain 
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the average of 8 scholars, and it was 
the desire of the town to ulliite the two 
districts, and in order to proceed under 
the general law it is necessary that 
the superintending schoo'1 committee 
recommend such action; otherwi'se the 
town cannot take any action whatever. 
I do not believe ve,ry mu:;ll in that law, 
still it is the law. Two members of the 
superintending school committee had 
resig'ned, and there was but one mem
ber. 'l'he selectmen upon application in
serted an article in the warrant, artici<3 
36, which was: "To se'~ if the to!Wn will 
vote to unite the forme,' foeho!:'l diistricts 
of South Standish and Bonny Eagle; 
al~o to fix ana a,rrang-:; for the locatiO!l 
of a new school district for scholars cf 
such new district." After the election 
of the town officers thrpe new members 
were elected, t,\\'o of tho:;,e qualified, 
and recommend the UlllOP o'f the two 
d~stricts named, and tho, Ic·cation of the 
school building for the use of the new 
district thus formed. 

There is no doubt in my mind but 
what the action O'f the town was per
fectly legal, but one 'man was opposed 
to it, and I may say there were but 
seven nersons in the town who vot<'r. 
against the proposed action. The onp 
oppo:;,ed to it has been to Portland and 
consulted some lawy:;r who info,rmed 
him that as the reco'rnmendailon was 
after the insertion of the artiele in the 
warrant it would not b" legal. It is the 
desire of the town that the two di5-
triets be united, and they halVe decid
ed upon a location fo,r a school; and in 
order to prevent any 'l'nf'ecessary de
lay, whIch might be "aLJsed by the per
so who is opposed to the location, I de
sire to h;;ve this bill Dassed to makf' 
Yali(l the action of th" town. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgi'8 the bill 
took its l wo several reNlings, under 
suspension of the rules, and was passed 
to be engrossed. 

Orders. 
Mr. POTTER of CumbE'rland. Mr. 

PI·esident. I have an order whlich em
bodies a suggestion made to me som·:; 
time ago by Commissioner IMorrilI. I 
shall move the reference of the order 
to the Committee on Judiciary, but I 
wish to say that I ·jo not expect th'~ 

Committee to do anything with it, ex
cept to suggest its reference to the next 
Legislature. I merely off('r it to call the 

matteI' UD, and to call attention to It. 
"Ord ered, The House cOllCurring that 

the Ccmmittee on Judiciary inquire in
to the ('xpediency of enacting a general 
lruw classifying the municipal and po
lie" ceurts of the Stat", and providing 
for ulliformity in respeet to jwrisdic
tion, 1'ules of pleading and practice; re
moval of causes to higher courts by ap
p(·al or other,wise, salaries, fee'8, costs, 
and other matters of courts of the same 
dass; and to report by lJil! or other
wisE'." The order received a passage. 

Or, Illotion by Mr. Staples of Knox it 
was ordered that the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
be directed to make up the pay-roll of 
memb?rs. office!'s, em]lloyee~ and chap
lain~ )f the Senate and House, as at 
thE' la 3t session. 

Read and Assigned. 
Resolve in favor of C. O. Purington, 

secrel:N'y af the Committee on Agricul
ture. 

Resolve In favor of G. 'V. Irving. chair
man of the committee on E'ducation. 

An Act to amend Section 35 of Chapter 
1)5 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
costs in contested cases. 

'YIr. Patte,. for the committee On judi
ciary on bill "An Act to establillh the 
Lincoln county municipal court," report
ed th, ~ame "ought to pass" in new 
draft tInder same title. Report accepted. 

"An Act to incorporate the Kittery Wa
ter and Electric Light Company" was 
passel' to be engrossed. 

Passed to be Enacted. 
An Act to amend Section 1, Chapted 129, 

of thE Revised Statutes, relative to cor
rnpting water used for domestic and other 
purpo!;es. 

An .\ct to amend Section 3 of Chapter 
92 of the Revised Statutes, rElating to 
mortg~ges of real estate. 

An l\ct to amend Section 7. Chapter 12~, 
of th,. Jtevised Statutes, relating to ma
UciOUE mischief. 

An .\ct authorizing cities and towns to 
raise money for the extermination of in
sect pests. 

An Act to apportion the expenses ot 
briilgEs betwepn towns. \Upon motion ot 
Senator Plummer this 'was tableil.) 

An Act to provide for certain expenses 
of thE law terms of the supreme judicial 
court. 

An Act to prevent the fraudulent issue 
and ~.se of transfer tickets upon public 
conve:vancps. 

An Act to create a bridge commission 
to inv"stigate bridges connecting the State 
of Maine and the state of Nell' Hamp
shire. 

An Act to amend Section 16 of Chapter 
23 of the Private and Special Laws of 



700 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, MARCH 20. 

1899, entitled an Act to establish a munici
pal court in the town of Newport. 

tAn Act to provide blanks, books and 
stationery for the municipal court in 
Newport, 

An Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
in relation to political caucuses in the 
city of Bangor. 

An Act to incorporate the Bangor Wa
ter District. 

An Act to incorporate the Van Buren 
Water District. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
Northeast Harbor Water Co. 

tAn Act to incorporate the Hampden Wa
ter Company. 

An Act to amend the charter of the WlI
ton Water Company. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Maine and New Hampshire railroad. 

corporation to take the property of the 
citizens at Northport and Lincolnville, 
and appropriate it by eminent domain. 
You will see in Section 3-"For perform
Ing the acts necessary for carrying out 
the aforesaid purposes, but not for pole 
Hnes, said corporation, its successors or 
assigns, shall have the power to take 
and hold, as for public uses, real estate, 
,water rights and interests therein; but 
not the right to take, except by purchase, 
any existing mill or to deprive the sam" 
of water. It may enter upon lands to 
make surveys and locations, and shall file 
in the registry of deeds for 'Waldo coun
ty plans," etc. In other ,words they pro
pose in this case to take the private 
property of these Individuals down there 
as by eminent domain, as much as a rail
road would, taking it for public uses. 

An Act to incorporate the Peaks Island 
Railroad Company. 

An Act to establish the Lubec and Ma
chias Railway Company. 

An Act to authorize the Fort Halifax 
Power Company to furnish electricity for 
power purposes. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Meduxnekeag Light and Power Company. 

An Act to incorporate the Union Cem
etery Improvement Co. 

An Act to repeal Chapter 623 of the Pri
vate and Special Laws of 1893, and Chap
ter 142 of the Private and Special Laws 
of 1895, amendatory of said Chapter 623, 
authorizing the town of Athens, in the 
county of Somerset, to expend a portion 
of its 'school money in Somerset Academy. 

An Act authorizing the payment of an 
annuity by the city of Portland to Liz
zie A. Johnson. 

Orders of the Day, 
On motion of Senator Staples of Knox, 

HouRe bill No. 518 was taken from the ta
ble, being 'An Act to incorporate the Mon
terey Association. 

Mr. STAPI.ES: Mr. President, the Sen
ate will perhaps recall ~hat 1 said in re
gard to this biIl the other day, when I 
moved Its Indefinite postponement. 

The first objection Is that the title of 
the bill-to incorporate "the Monterey As
sociation" did not give any Information 
to the eltizens of Lincolnville or of North
port as to what this bill was; and not un
til after it was introduced into this body 
did it appear what the Monterey Asso
ciation meant to convey. Hence you will 
see at once that the word "Monterey" 
as published in the newspapers came to 
these people in Northport and Lincoln
ville conveying no idea, and it Is not 
strange that they did not know what it 
mpant-whiJe, in fact, it does mean a 
great deal to them. 

The towns of Lincolnville and Northport 
are situated about eight miles from Bel
fast, and there is a place called Pitcher's 
Pond that has been built up on the shores 
of the pond of that name by the citizens 
of Belfast as a place for summer resi
dences. 

Now, this is a private corporation, 
fathered by three men not living in that 
city, but in Camden; and they propose to 
come in with that drastic bill as a private 

Then they Claim that "Said corporation 
shall not raise the waters of said Knight 
and Pitcher ponds to a greater height 
than it is now raised by the 'Piteher Dam' 
so called." But Pitcher Pond has the 
right to fiow it tiwo feet higher by law 
than what the Dam is as now built. 
Should they fiow It up to where they have 
the right to. then the hundreds of sum
mer cottages would be overfiowed there, 
and be ruined for their purpose. 

I dare say it is a small place down 
there, but there is no one in those towns 
asldng for it-no one knew anything about 
it but the three men, non-residents from 
outside the town, 'who undertake to come 
into Northport and Lincolnville and take 
by the right of eminent domain the prop
erty of those individuals I have referred 
to for private uses. Therefore I say It 
is wrong, and I move that the bill be in
definitely postponed. 

'l1he question being put, the motion pre
vailed; and the bill was indefinitely post
poned. 'rhe same senator thereupon mov
ed to reconsider the vote whereby the bill 
'was indefinitely postponed. The motion 
was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Aroostook, 
House document 514, bill "An Act to 
amend Aection 22 of Chapter 6 of the Re
vised Statutes relating to the better ar
rangement of shelves in the polling 
places," 'Was taken from the table. On 
further motion by the same senator, the 
bill was indefinitely postponed. 
-On motion by Mr. Shaw of Sagadahoc, 
House document 546, "An Act to amend 
Section 52 of Ohapter 32 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to searCh," was taken 
from the table. On further motion by the 
same senator the bill took its several 
readings, under suspension of the rules, 
and 'Was passed to be en2'rossed. 

On motion by Mr. Staples of' Knox, 
House bill 467, "An Act to provide for the 
appointment of a commissioner of high
ways," was taken from the table. The 
same senator further moved that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. S'rAPLES: Upon that motion .r 
wish to say a few words. I hope eaCh 
senator will look at this bill. I am In fa
vor, Mr. president, and ever have be.en, 
of ~ood roads, and In favor of anythmg 
that will tend to give us better roads in 
the State of 'Maine; but I cannot see what 
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benefit we are to derive from this bill, if be benE'fitted by the measure. Five thous
you will take the pains to read its various and dollars is quite a sum to be appro
sections. In the first place it is a bill priateCi. Do you think any of your towns 
calling for about $5000 of appropriations. are gc,ing to be benefitted by this bill? 
If you will look at the first section you I thinl: you will be satisfied it is a meas
will see that it provides for the appoint- ure not adapted to the welfare of our 
ment of a commissioner whose salary towns in the State of Maine. We have not 
shall be $2500 a year, and in addition arrived at it yet. We appropriated this 
thereto $1000 for an assistant clerk; and year $'{),OOO for State roads, and it is well 
you will see that his expenses also are to approrriated, I apprehend, and there are 
be added, not exceeding $1500, with an men jest as good in every town and city. 
offtce here at the State House, not ex- just all capable to build your roads; and 
ceeding $5000, a must better position than I move that the matter be indefinitely 
that under the much-celebrated Sturgi.~ postpo ~ed. 
commission, I think-a good deal better, Mr. STURGIS of Cumberlani!: Mr. 
an~ 1 cannot see wh.at. good w.e. are. to Presid,mt, this bill was presented to the 
derIve from a commISSIOn of tms kmd, committee on ways and bridges, and an 
If anyone WIll s.how '!Ie what go,?d r~- extended hl'laring was gIven here in this 
suit any town WIll derive, of how .It ":111 chamber. All the members of the State 
be be.nefited by the pa:ssage o~ thIS bJ!l, Board of Trade are in favor of the pas
I mak.e 1'!0 objectIOn to It. S~ctlOn? SaId sage of this bill, or some bill of like na
commISSIOner shall be l?rovlded wIth an tUl'e. We expend as much in the State 
office at the ~tate Caplt.ol. It shall ?8 of Maine in a single appropriation for 
the ~U~Y of ~aJ.d commISSIOner ,~o compIle roads by the different towns as for any 
statls,tl.CS relatmg to the pubhe ways III other ,mo thing, except schools; and al
the cItIes a':ld to~ns ~f the St'.'te, and to mostoveryone 'will agree that a large 
make such mvestlgatlOns. rela~lllg thereto portion of that money is wasted in the 
as he shall deem expedlept, m ord€'~ to differe"t to,wns through a lack of knowl
secure. better and more Improve~ hlgh- edge how to build a road properly. T'he 
ways m the State. It shall be" hIS duty intenti)n of this bill is to provide someone 
by meaps of maps,. charts,. cuts, dra!,,- who may be able to give the towns some 
Ings, p~mts, publIcatIOns, prmt<;d or wr~t- information as regards the best 'Way of 
ten ~rtlcles, le?tures, or otherWIse, to dls- expending the money in th" building and 
semmate kno'"ledge throughout the State repairiag of highways. The senator from 
con('erning the best known economical Knox says that if we would present a 
methods for the building and maintaining bill wLkh would do something, he would 
of highways, including bridges and high- vote for it. ,Ve had another bill which 
ways. in the cities and towns, and partic- called for an appropriation of $20,000 in 
ularly to impart such information, in order that we might have some money 
manner as aforesaid to the countv com- to work with, but it was not felt that the 
missioners of counties, the street com- StH te at this time would feel like appro
missioners of cities, the selectmen of priating $20,000 and starting the matter 
towns, and other municipR.1 officers whosn with that: but it is felt that he may do 
duties it may be to ,have the care and a large amount of 'work in instructing 
management of the expenditure of Dloney road commissioners in various towns; and 
and the building and keeping in repair of he is ohliged, as th .. senator read to give 
the highways of the State, etc." them information 'without charge. He is 

Kow, Mr. President, that is the duty of to go there and advise them upon the 
the road commissioner-to maKe out building of the roads. There is a further 
drawings, charts, maps, etc. If this bill thing which he may do. and that is in the 
had said that that commissioner shouli! construction of bridges. There is hardly 
have the charge of the State appropria- any man in a town 'Who knows how much 
tion for good roads, there might have been it will cost to build an iron bridge. He 
some sense in it; but I would like to ask don't know the cost of angle iron, or 
you, senators, if you think the country whethE'r angle iron will be required; and 
towns, or any town in the State of Maine last y.'ar, in this State, we built 43 iron 
will receive any benefit from the passage bridge" and one man got the contract for 
of this act. Recollect that it will involve 42 of them. He got it because he hid us 
an expense of $500U, and this cornmission- low as ar,ybody else, everybody else know
er has nothing to do excepting to draw ing ex,wtly what he would bid; and no
charts, etc., and to lecture, oncE' in 'l. body I<now~ whether they paid anywhere 
while, througlh the State of Maine. The near '''hat the bridge ought to have been 
most ridiculou~ part of it is that some- built for, or not. It would have been the 
body up in Aroostook county may come duty o· this engineer to advise thE' to'wns 
down and ask this theoretical engineer as reguds the cost of iron bridges and 
how to build a road up in Aroostook or $5000 could be saved in ten towns of this 
Penobscot county. It may be argued that Rtate, ten of the ordinary towns of this 
it is a step in the right direction-that Rtate, if a man 'were to go through them 
'We are on the road to hetter highways; and gt"re them good advice as to building 
but if you draw a bill drastic enough to roads Lnd they 'Were to build under his in
do some good I will not object to an structions. His salary would be saved 
appropriation of $5000: but as a friend to in ten towm, in one year. People go and 
public road building in the State of Maine, haul in a little dirt, and along comes a 
I cannot see how we are going to get any rain and washes it out. It is my opinion 
benefit from this bill, because it does not that a road properly built with the soil 
point out any method 'whereby the COun- that lays beside it, barring extraordinary 
try towns, or the road commissioners can freshets, etc., is good for three years; but 
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there are few towns in this State that 
build roads in that way. Everybody knows 
that all the people in the State are ask
ing and working for better roads; and 
that we are appropriating $40,000 which is 
to be expended under the direction of the 
county eommissioners. Now, county com
missioners no doubt do the best they can, 
and build what in their opinion is a per
manent road, so far as they go, but they 
Ihaven't any knolwledge of road huildlng, 
and they go there and layout and desig
nate a certain road as a State highway 
upon which the money is to be expended 
continuously. I have talked with some 
county commissioners who have done this 
work, and they expend a certain amount 
here in permanent improvements, and 
here they find a piece that will bear skip
ping, and they skip that, and go down anJ. 
put in another piece of permanent im
provement in the shape of a stone water
cour~e. It is my opinion that State money 
shall not be spent in any such way. The 
water-courses should be built by the town 
itself. The bill provides at lirst that these 
commissioners ghould have c,harge of the 
money which the State approprhlted for 
State roadR; but, in order to do that it ne
cessitated a change in the statutes in re
gard to the coptrol as at present vested in 
the county commissioners; and the com
mittee thought it ,would be unwise to 
make that change at this time, as perhaps 
two years from now this man would not 
haye demonstrated he was worth the $5000. 
and we might not desire to continue it; 
and if we did not have to make any 
ch<ln12.-e in the statutes 'We could put this 
back' on the county commissioners again, 
but thought that they would allow this 
man for t,,·o year'S to act as an adviser to 
the road commissioners and the select
men of the various towns; and If at the 
end of that time he did not demonstrate 
that it was worth $5000 ;t year to the State. 
they eoulo do away with the commission; 
and if he did the law could then be chang
en, and the duty devolve upon him of see
ing whether the highwaYR were built as 
'.· .. a~ the intention under the good roads 
appropriation. 

Now there is not any question but with
in a few years we shall have an appro
priation from the United States govern
ment, to be used for State roads. If we 
do, it will then be necesasry to have some 
such officer as this to look after the ex
penditure of the money 'which we shall 
receive fronl the government; and we 
shall at the same time, probably, appro
priate something from the State, of which 
he will have charge. 
If he demonstrates within two years 

that he is of value, you can keep him. 
If he does not, you can discharge him; 
but there is not any doubt in my mind 
that the office will be retained. The State 
of New Hampshire this present year has 
passed an act creating a state engineer 
of roads, and appropriating $135,000 annu
ally for five years. They propose to have 
some better roads. We did not feel that 
the State would do anything of that kind 
at the present time, but ,we felt that this 
was a step in the right direction, and I 

hope that the motion to indefinitely post
pone will not prevail. 

Mr. STAI'LES of Knox: Mr. President, 
the State roads are now in the hands of 
the county commissioner of each county. 
and J do not believe that anybody can be 
appointed in the State of Maine who has 
any better knowledge than the county 
eommissioners of the several counties
that is, so far as the State roads are 
concerted. 

Now it is taking it out of their hands 
virtually by appointing this commission. 
and J am not in favor of a commi~sioner 
at this time, believing it should be left 
in the hands of the county commissioner
so far as the State roads are concerned. 

It is a fact that in the State of 'Maine 
the last two or three years as good and 
permanent roads have been constructed 
as in any state of the union; and you 
cannot find an engineer whom you could 
appoint here that could build roads equal 
to those built in my county this year un
der the supervision of the commissioner 
of the county. 

In regard to highways-I don't believe 
a great deal of money has been waRted. 
Of course in some towns it has not been 
laid out perhaps as economically and as 
well as it ought to have been; but the peo
ple are making improvement in that re
spect, and 1 think that today we are 
much farther ahead of what we were live 
years ago in ou;, country roads in re
gard to repairing of highways, and I do 
not think at this time. with the $40,000 ap
propriated for State nmos, it is needed. 

NoV\' one word in reference to contin
uance. That was obviated by an amend
ment to the law this winter, so the towns 
could not huild a piece of rOCld hpre, and 
then another piece there, but it must be 
continuous for the YAar. Therefore you 
can commence south or north and layout 
all the money appropriated in a continu
ous lin", ?nd you canont skip one place or 
another p;ace th8r<>. 

Mr. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr. Pres
ident, I would say just a wor,!. I must 
agree with the senator from Knox that I 
believe it is unwise, and to say that it will 
not suit my constituents at this time, to 
appoint a commission to disseminate in
formation in regard to our country roads; 
and ~o long as it shall be the duty of the 
citizens of my town to raise a large 
amount of money and expend it upon 
these road" I want the man whom the 
citizens of my town shall select to be the 
man who must pass upon the question of 
how this money sh:-tIl be expendeu. 

And I believe that the county commis
sioner, whose principal duty it is to con
sider thc location where the Slate road 
shall be-I believe when they have done 
this that the man in my t0wn elected to 
expend Onr money will be the one to do 
the best service. 

I think this is a case ,where the cart is 
before the horse, and until the State shall 
raise the money directly. and expend it 
under the dirE,ction of State officials, I 
think it is unwise to hamper and restrict 
the spending of money in the different 
towns and mnnicipalities of this State by 
means of a commission; and I trust the 
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Senatp will net vote to eflt/;l blish a COIn
mis"ion to coet $~IOOO or $;000 to disseminate 
.c~ny infol'lnatioll ",-hich the rOd,d commis
siOll<'1' 01' anybody else could kwe fre', 
access t.) [,·(.m Jlublic uoeuments that may 
be procured from Washington. 

A yea clnd nay vote was called for and 
ordered, "nd the question being' put upon 
the motion to indefinitely postpone th,; 
yot<· resllltp.d as folio \Vs: Those voting 
Yea were-]\Tessr~. Brown, Curtis, Gard
ner. Irving, Mills, Morse, Owen, Philoon, 
rier.:;e. Rhackford, Staples (11). Those 
VOtillg Nay were-Messrs. Bailey, Hesel·· 
ton, Plummer, Potter, Shaw, Simpson, 
Stetson, Sturgis, Tupper (9). 

Sf, the mntion prevailed, and the bill 
was indefinitely .postponed. Mr. Staples 
thereupon moved to reconsider the vote 
whereby the bill was indefinitely post
ponen, and on motion by Mr. Sturgis of 
Cumberland, the motion to reconsider was 
tabled, and tomorrow assigned. 

en motion by Mr. Philoon of Andros
coggin, bill to amend Revised Statutes re
lating to conduct of elections 'was taken 
from the table: and on f1lrther motion by 
the same senator the bill was passed t,) 
be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Heselton of Kenne
bec, report of committee on State print
ing, ~nbmitting bHI to abolish the offic~ 
of Statf> printer, was taken from the table. 
and the report of the committee was ac
cepted. The bill "An Act to abolish tho 
office of puhlic printer, and to authorize 
cor.trrrcts for State printing on the ba3i~ 
ot competitive bids," was thereupon read 
and 'ls~igned. 

On motion by the same senator bill in 
relation to sentences in municipal "nd po· 
lice courts ",,,s taken from the table. 
Senate amendment A was offered by the 
~an13 senator as follows. "Amend Section 
1 hy strikir.g out in the first and ~econd 
lines the 'words "a municipal or police 
court" and substituting therefor "8"ny 
court," and also by adding after the word 
"fine" in the third line t,he words "only 
without imprisonment." The bill was ta
hied pending the adoption of the amend
ment, and assigned for tomorrow. 

Pased to be Enactll':I. 
An Act in relation to the South Paris 

Village Corporation, ann to establish a 
system of municipal lighting. 

On motion by Mr. Stetson of PenObscot, 
the Senate adjourned to meet on Tuesday, 
March 21, 1905, at 10 o'clock in the for0-
noon. 
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