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SENATE.

Thursday, February 16, 1905.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer by Mr. Kerney of Augusta.

Journal of yesterday read and ap-
proved.

Papers from the House dispcsed of
in concurrence.

At this point Mr.
was called to preside.

On motion by Mr. Simpson of York,
bill, “An act to incorporate the Prout’'s
Neck Village corporation” was tabled
pending reference in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Pe-
nobscot, bill “An act to repeal cnapter
317 of the private and special laws of
the State of Maine for the year 1903,
relating te taking of clams in Scar-
bero” was tabled for printing.

At this point the President resumed
the chair.

Staples of Knox

House Bills Read and Assigned.

An act to ratify and confirm the or-
ganization of the Penobscot Valley
‘Gas Company, and to give said com-
pany additional powers.

In matter of the order passed in the
Senate Feb. 13, for & committee to con-
sider the matter of advertising legisla-
tive hearings, the President stated that
the committee had been ioined on th=2
part of the House.

Tha following billg, petilions and re-

solves were presented and referred:
Judiciary.

By Mr. Gardner of Penobscot: Peti-
tion of Ernest J. Cram and 6 others of
Millinocket in favor of initiative and
referandum.

Also, endorsement of pulp, sulphite
and paper makers, in favor of same.

Also, petition of D. Clements and 67
cothers of Eangor, in favor of same.

By Mr. Sturgis of Cumberland: Peti-
tion of John A. Barrows and 53 others
0t Partland for same.

Alse, petition of E. C. Appleby of
Trortland and 29 cthers for same.

Also, petition of Cigar-makers Union
No. 107, Portland, for same.

By Mr. Clark of Hancock:
Llewellyn Martin and 35

Petition ot
others of

Mount Desert, for same.

Also, endorsement of bricklayers and
Masons Union, No. 4, Bar Harbor for
game,

Also, petition of J. E. Bunker and 225
cthers of 3ar Harbor, for same.

By Mr. Allen of York: Bill, an act to
amend an act approved Feb., 9, 1905 in
relatior to assessment of taxes on the
cstates of deceased persons before the
appointment of executers or adminis-
trators on such estates.

By Mr. Potter of Cumberland: Bill,
an act o provide notice of beneficiaries
wmder vwills,

By DMr. Clark of Hancock: Bill, an
act to permit the Bar Harbor and Un-
ion River Water Company to increase
an issue of bonds.

Also: Bill, an act to extend the char-
ter of 1he Union River Water Storage
Company.

By Nr. Staples of Knox: Petition of
G. F. Eicks and 25 others of Rockland
in favor of initiative and referendum.

Legal Affairs.

By Mr. Staples of Knox: Bill, an act
to amend section 91 chapter 53 of the
levisec! Statutes relating to the con-
struction and control of streets by cit-
ies an¢ towns, on which street rail-
ways may be, or may have been con-
structed.

On motion by Mr. Bartlett of Oxford,
the rules were suspended, and that
Senator introduced, bill, “An act to
amend section 5, paragraph 6, entitled
GOxford county, of chapter 407 of the
private and special laws of 1903, relat-
ing to fishing in the Megalloway river
and its tributaries. On further motion
by the same Seaator the same was re-
ferred o the committee on inland fish-
eries and game.

On mw.otion by Mr. Morse of Waldo,
the rul:s were suspended, and the fol-
lowing bills were introduced out of or-
der and severally referred: viz: Bill,
an act to amend section 1 of chapter
301 of “he private and special laws of
1903, relating to the protection of deer
in the counties of Kennebec, Knox,
‘Waldo and Lincoln. TReferred to the
commiltee on inland fisheries and
game.

Also, Bill, an act to provide for an
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open season on white perch in lake St.
George, Waldo county. Referred to
the committee on inland fisheries and
ganme,

Also, Resolve in favor of the Eastern
Maine Insane Hospital. Referred to
the committee on Insane Hospital.

Aiso, Bill, an act to amend section
57 of chapter 29 of the Revised Sta-
tutes of Maine relating to sentences in

liquor cases, Referred to the com-
mittee on legal affairs.

Mr. Shaw of Sagadahoc introduced
Resolve authorizing the compilation

and publication of the Insurance Laws
of Maine. On motion by Mr. Clark of
BRancock, the same was tabled for
printing pending reference.

On motion by Mr. Clark of HMancock,
the rules were suspended, and that
Senator introduced bill, An act to ex-
tend the charter of the Ellsworth
Street Nailway Company.

Also, Bill, an act to extend the char-
ter of the Hancock County Railroad
Companv. These bills were severally
referred to the committee on railroads
and expresses.

Mr. Knowlton of Penobscot intro-
duced bill, an act regulating the sale of
bonda and other obligations issued on
the installment plan by foreign cor-
porations, and on motion by that Sena-
tor the same was referred to the com-
mittee on banks and banking.

Read and Assigned.

An act to preserve the purity of the
source of water supply for the villages
of Livermore Falls and Chisholm and
to protect the public health.

An act to amend chapter 82 of the
private and special laws of 1903, en-
titled, “An act to incorporate the
Gardiner Water District.”

Resolve in favor of the Madawaska
Training School.

Resolve in favor of the town of Pitts-
ton.

‘Resolve in favor of the Deaconness
Home Association of Bangor.

Resolve in favor of Bates College.
On motion by Mr. Plummer of Andros-
coggin, this Resolve took its second
reading under suspension of the rules,
and was passed to be engrossed.

Reports of Committees.
The committee on salaries, on Re-

solve in favor of George E. Morrison,
reported that the same be referred to
the committee on appropriations and
financial affairs. Report accepted. .

Mr. Pierce for the committee on legal
affairs, on bill, “An act to amend the
charter of the Winterport Ferry Com-
pany,” reported same in new draft,
under title of an act additional to and
amendatory of chapter 48 of the
private and special laws of 18§87, en-
titled, “An act to incorporate the Win-
terport Ferry Company,” and that it
ought to pass. Report accepted.

Mr. Simpson for 1he committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs,
on resolve in favor of marking grave
of the late Gov. Hunton, reported ought
to pass. Report accepted.

Mr. Irving £for the committee on Rail-
roads and Exprasses, on kill, on act to
extend the charter of the Pushaw Lake
Railway, reported same ouvght to pass.
Report acceptad.

Passed to be Engrossed.

An act in relation to the original
plans of the towns in Kennebec County.

An act to authorize the town of San-
gervilie to remove the bodies of de-
ceased persons.

An act to amend section 65 of chap-
ter 10 of the Revised StAtutes relating
to collection of taxes.

An act relating to Houlton Electric
Light and Power Company.

An act to repeal paragraph 26 of
chapter 60 relating to agricultural so-
cieties.

An act to permit the Bridgton Street
Railway Company to discontinue the
operation of its line during certain
months of the year.

Resolve in favor of the Augusta City
Hospital.

Resolve in favor of the Saint Eliza-
beth Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum
of Portland.

An act to extend the time of the
congtruction of the Boothbay Railroad.

An act relating to Lincoln Electric
Railway Company.

An act to amend chapter 51 of the
private and special laws of 1903, rela-
ting to the Pittsfield Trust Company.

An act to authorize the Piscataquis
Savings Bank of Dover, Maine, to con-
struct and maintain safety deposit
boxes.
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An act to amend section 26 of chap-
ter 48 of the Revised Statutes relating
to responsibility of shareholders in
trust and banking companies.

An act to amend and extend the
charter of the Rangeley Trust Com-
pany.

An act to incorporate the Guilford
Trust Company of Guilford, Maine.

Resolve in favor of the dairying in-
terests of the State of Maine.

An act to amend chapter 39 of the
Revised Statutes in regard to the reg-
ulation of the sale of commercial fer-
tilizers.

An act to regulate the practice of
veterinary surgery, medicine and den-
tistry.

An act to change the name of Calf
Island to Opeechee Island.

An act to amend paragraph 5, sec-
tion 1, chapter 407 of the private and
special laws of 1903 relating to ice
fishing in Pease pond, in Wilton,
Franklin county.

An act to prohibit the hunting of
duek on that part of upper Kezar pond
situated in Stowe and Lovell, Oxford
county.

An act to regulate fishing in West
Carry of Somerset county.

An act to protect fish in  Great
brook and its tributaries in Lovell and
Stoneham, and to repeal the law re-
lating to taking fish in Cold brook, in
T.ovell and Stoneham, Oxford cournty.

An act to regulate fishing in Baska-
hegan lake and stream, and in Hot
brook, a tributary to the stream, and
in Schoodice, Grand Lake, North Lake,
Brackett lake and Longfellow lake and
their tributaries, and the waters be-
tween Schoodic Grand lake and Che-
pentocook like, situated in the coun-
ties of Washington and Aroostook.

An act to amend chapter 41 of the
Revised Statutes relating to sea and
shore fisheries.

Resolve in favor of the town of
Phillips.

An act to fix the salary of the re-

corder of the Western Hancock muni-
cipal court.
Passed to be Enacted.

An act to amend section 113 of chap-
ter 15 of the Revised Statutes relating
to the number of trustees of board of
Normal School.

An act to confirm the organization of
the Old Town Electric Company, and to
change its name to Bangor Railway
and Electric Company, and to author-
ize it t> acquire properties and fran-
chises of the Public Works Company,
the Bangor, Orono and Old Town Rail-
way Ccmpany and the Bangor, Hamp-
den and Winterport Railway Company
and to confer certain powers on said
Bangor Railway and Electric Com-
pany. .

An act to incorporate the Hamilton
Trust Company.

An act to extend the charter of the
Rangeley Water Company.

An act to amend chapter 173 of the
private and special laws of 1883, en-
titled, “An act to amend the charter of
the city of Auburn.”

Crders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Curtis of Cumber-
land, the Senate reconsidered the vote
whereby the petition of Sarah E. M.
Todd and 34 others, wasg referred to the
committee on  appropriations and
financic.l affairs, and on further motion
by the same senator, the same was
placed on file.

On rnotion by Mr. Tupper House
Document No. 24, bill, an act relating
te the annual town meetings of Booth-
hay Harbor was taken from the table.

The same Senator thereupon moved
the adcption of Senate amendment A.

Mr. TUPPER of Lincoln: Mr. Presi-
dent: As I understand that there is
to be so>me opposition to the adoption
of this amendins=nt, T would like to say
a few words to the Senate. The bill
that is introduced is to repeal chapter
443 of ‘he—it reads: ‘“Public Laws’ -
but it s private and special laws of
1901. Chapter 245 of the private and
special laws of 1901 is an act by which
Boothhay Harbor is allowed to hold its
annual town meetings in January.
This bill that is intrcduced here, in
section 1 repeals that section 2 is
simply that the act shall take effect
when ¢pproved. The amerdment that
I offer perhaps I would better read, so
that it may bhe fully uncerstood. The
amendment proposes to strike out sec-
tion 2 in this bill, and insert the fol-
lowing section: “At the annual town
meeting to be held in January, 1906, the
legal voters of the town of Boothbay
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Harbor shall bhe called uton to give
their vote upon the acceptance of this
act. The vote shall he taken upon a
written or printed bhallot, and shall be
an answer to the following questions:
Shall the act passed hy the Legislature
of 1905, entitled, An act repealing chap-
ter 443 of the public laws of 1901 rela-
ting to the annual town meeting of
Boothbay Harbor be accepted. Thos=
in favor of the acceptance will vote
Yes; Those opposed No. So much of
this act as authorizes the submission
of its acceptance to the legal voters of
the town of Boothbay Harbor shall
take effect upon its passage, but it
shall not take further effect wunless
accepted by the legal voters of
Boothbay Harbor, by a majority vote
given upon the acceptance, as herein
provided.”

By this amendment, you see, gentle-
men, we simply ask that this matter
may be referred to the voters of Booth-
bay Harbor. We are asking nothing
more.. This is not an appropriation,
It is nothing that concerns any man
outside of Boothbay Harbor. If our

people can have a fair and im-
partial vote on this question,
they will be satisfied, and it will
settle this matter for all time:

but our people will never be satisfied if
this bill is passed, and they do not
have this chance to vote upon it. Until
four years agy we held our annual
meeting in March. It was not a very
good time for our people to hold a
meeting. A large number of our voters
were away.

As you probably know. we are situ-
ated on the coast, and a large number
of our people get their living from the
water. They are at home but a short
time in the winter. The most of the
year they are away. Take, for in-
stance, our election in September, when
so much work was done by both par-
ties to get out a vote in total. We have
a total number of 630 voters. We were
able to get out 380. Two hundred and
fifty voters could not be be reached in
September. What is true in Septem-
ber is true nearly all the year outside
of January. These people are at home
in January. Many people had express-
ed a desire to attend and take some

part in our annual meeting who were
1not able to be there in March., A com-
mittee from our town came before the
Legislature four years ago and we had
this bill enacted. It came up at our
annual town meeting in 1901, and the
town of Boothbay Harbor voted, by a
large vote, to change the annual town
meeting to January, one man only vot-
ing against it. The bill that was fram-
ed and which was presented to the
Legislature, provided that the Act
should not take effect unless accepted
by the voters in 1902, so that in March,
1902, this matter again came up before
the voters of our town. At that time
we had a committee appointed, and
referred this matter to that commit-
tee, to hear all of the evidence for
and against it. That committee held
a meeting, heard all parties interested
and brought in a unanimous report
that we should accept the Act of the
Legislature of 1901. The Hon. A. R.
Nickerson was chairman of that com-

mittee. I was somewhat surprised,
this morning, to find the honorable
gentleman, superintending the distri-

butlion of a circular letter to the mem-
bers of this Senate, making light of
the very act which we entered into
with his advice, he being one of the
moving parties in the matter; and,
gentlemen, I anticipate that hereafter
he will be known by the name, in his
town, by which he signs this circular
letter “(Miss) Booth B. Arbor;” and I
think it is a very pretty name for a
man so fickle-minded as that.

When this matter came up in the
town mieeting for the report of the
committee. we voted by a large vote,
only one man voting against it, to -
adopt the report of that committee. We
voted to accept the act and to hold our
annual meeting in January. We have
held our annual meeting in January
from that time until the present. This
vear it seems that some others took up
this matter and interested themselves
and got up a petition to have the meet-
ing changed back, One hundred and
twenty-cne voters of Boothbay Harbor
signed that petition., We admit that
there were 121 voters who could attend
that meeting just as well in January
as in March, and just as well in March\
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as in January. It is not for that 121
voters that this law was passed. Those
people went further than this; and had
an article inserted in the town war-
rant, here before me. That is article
30, It has been customary in our
town to meet in the morning, hear the
reports of various officers required by
law to make reports to the town, elect
our town oiticers, and then adjourn
until the afternoon when we would
take up the other articles of the war-
rant. It very often occurs that we do
not get through with the election of
of our town officers. There was no op-
sion, but this year it appears there was
no discussion over the various reports
of our town oflicers. There was no op-
position to electing the old board of
town officers, and they were elected by
one man voting for each candidate.
Tt appeared in the evidence before that
committee that they did not even wait
for all of the town officers to be elected
in this expeditious way, but they laid
on the table the remainder of the
articles, and took up article 30, which is
this article that I have referred to—
before the treasurer or collector were
elected. They skipped over those 25
articles and took up article 30; and
under that article it appeared by the
evidence before the committee that
there were 23 votes, 21 voting to
change back to March and 12 against
jt. We gay, gentlemen, that is a small
number of votes upon a matter so im-~
portant to the people of Boothbay Har-

bor. Twenty-three votes were all that
were cast. Immediately after this
town meeting adjourned a remon-

strance was gotten up against the re-
peal of this law. That remonstrance
was circulated about town, and 303
voters of the town of Boothbay Harbor
signed that remonstrance. Thirty of
the men who are on the original peti-
tion are on that remonstrance, and
that thirty are among the most in-
fluential and respected citizens of our
town, and of the biggest tax-payers of

our town. 'They include a bank presi-
dent, a bank cashier and business
men on our streets, Now, if you

knew these people as I know them—if
tha town meeting had been perfectly
fair and everything as it should have
been, those business men of Boothbay

Harbor never would have been upon
that petition and remonstrance.

Gentlemen, that is not all. By letters
that I rave received. I am satisfied
that a large number of the others that
were on that original petition, are
against this measure at present. The
people that are on this remonstrance
make cliim that this matter was not
understcod—they claim that they had
a right to suppose, and did suppose that
this article 30 would not be taken up
vntil afternoon. They claim they had
a right to suppose, and did suppose that
that the other 29 articles were acted
upon before this article was to be acted
upon. All they ask for ig a fair chance
to vote; a vote that will be understand-
ingly.

If this law passes without an amend-
ment, we are certainly gecing to get into
difficulties in that town. This law
simply repeals that act which allows us
to elect our town officers in January.
If that passes, we shall, of course, be
obliged to hold another town meeting
in March. We have already elected our
town officers, and raised ocur money for
the year. If we have ancther town-
meeting in Mavrch, very likely a dif-
ferent sa2t of officers may be elected,
and those may ctaim to hold over and
may appropriate different sums of
money, and we shall hardly know
where we are. We had nc¢ chance of
seeing tais hill when we were befores
the coramittes, or we could have
brought all these matters before the
committee, if the bill had been framed
and presented before that: but this bill
Las been framed since the hearing be-
fore the committee, so we had no
chance "whataver to see just what was
on this bill. All our peoprle want is a
fair vote on this matter; and whatever
the decision of our people is we will be
satisfied. Every man had a chance to
be heard before the committee appoint-
ed by oiar town before this bill was
nassed—every man had a chance to
vote upon it at two annual elections
in our town; but now we say that we
should aave at least only a fair and
impartizal vote on this matter; so, in
behalf of the 303 men who signed this
remonstrance, and in behalf of the 30
that are on both the petition and re-
monstrance; and in hehalf of that large
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number of peopie of Boothbay Harbor
who signed the petition, but did not
sign the remonstrance, I ask that this
amendment may bLe adopted.

Mr. CLARK of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent: I do not know that it is incub-
bent upen any committee to stand by
its report upon the floor of this Sen-
ate. This matter came before the judi-
ciary committee and was fully and
freely discussed and the committee re-
ported as you will see to change the
town meetings back to March, as is
provided by the Revised Statutes. This
malter came up at Boothbay Harbor
upon a legal call, or town warrant to
so change it. The evidence before that
committee was that they should change
back to March, the time of holding
their town meeting. I think Mr. Mad-
dox said that he counted two, but oth-
ers who appeared before the committee
said there was but one who voted
against changing back to March as the
time for holding their town meeting.
There seems to be some controversy
between two factions in that town, but
it does not seem proper for this l.eg-
islature to determine who is right and
who is wrong in this matter, This is
a matter that has been submitted to us
by the people of that town and they
have passed upon it after intelligently
understanding the matter. It came up
regularly Ubefore that town meeting
and I say it was practically wunani-
mous, Mr, President. The evidence, at
least, before our committee was that
they wished to change back. Now, that
is the referendum, as I understand it.
11 is self-government, which we are
giving these people. We are acting up-
on the advice of the town in open
town meeting, which is the only way to
act to secure a full expression of the
peopie of that town. The signing of
the petition and the signing of the re-
monstrance and sending them here is
of no avail to us. We have taken the
only method we know of to get the
sentiment and opinion of that town. It
is true that there are a great many
people who will send word to the Leg-
jslature that they would like so and so
done: but here they have done other-
wise in open town meeting. When this
matter was brought into this commit-
tee we were unanimous in our report.

We heard both sides, and listened
very carefully, and gave them
all the time and attention
we possibly could; and we were unan-
imous in our report upon this matter.
It has come to you, and if the com-
mittee’s advice is worth anything, it
seems to me it should be adopted. Af-
ter this committee had reported, a gen-
tleman who is a very close friend of
mine came to me and asked if I had
any objection to this matter being left
on the table a reasonable time. I ask-
ed that gentleman his object; and he
told me they were going to call another
town meeting of the town of Booth-
tay Harbor to advise this Legislature
over again what their will was. I said
I was perfectly willing, and if they
went back home and showed me, as a
member of that committee, that a ma-
jority was against changing back, I
would be perfectly willing to reverse
my action in the matter; or, in other
words, leave it entirely to the citizens
of Boothbay Harbor what they wanted,
or self-government, which is the foun-
dation and principle of all government.
Later I met that gentleman in the lob-
by and he said they were unable to
get the selectmen to call a town meet-
ing; and so it strikes me, gentlemen,
that the citizens of Boothbay are not
as anxious as they might be, when
the selectmen refuse to call a town
meeting, the selectmen are morally
Pound in all cases will do it; but the
selectmen of this town refuesd to call a
town meeting on the poor showing
these gentlemen made., I said t¢ him:
That is not your only move. If they
have wilfuliy refused, the statutes pro-
vides a way by which you can call a
statutory town meeting, by petition of
14 citizens, I think, to a justice of
the peace, who will call you one. But
he did not see fit to take that method.
Now they have had as thorough a
trial as they seem to be entitled to;
and if the committee’s report is worth
anything to you, it should be accept-
ed. If it is not, if we have not found
fairly and reasonably in this matter,
have not listened to their testimony,
or anything of that kind, I should say:
Brush it aside. But we have given
them as careful a hearing as we pos-

i
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sibly could, and have reported unani-
mously, having taken the advice of
the town meeting of Boothbay Har-
bor, which was practically unanimous.

Mr. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr,
President: In order that I may vote
intelligently on this matter, I should
like to make an inquiry of the senator
from Lincoln.

Leave was granted.

Mr. GARDNERK: I understand there
are s>me 600 voters in your town?

Mr. TUPPER: Yes, sir.

Mr. GARDNER: What explanation
do you give that only 121 voters voted
for this proposition?

Mr. TUPPER: Twenty-three were
all that voied for it. They claimed to
me they did not understand the matter
in town meeting, and some claimed
they were not present, not expecting
it to come up in the morning.

Mr. GARDNER: It was stated on
yvour program for the annual meeting?

Mr. TUPPER: Yes.

Mr. GARDNER: You claim you did
not get a fair expression of your vot-
ers on that occasion?

Mr. TUPPER: Yes—that
these remonstrants claim.

Mr. GARDNER How many were
there present at the meeting?

Mr. TUPPER: I do not know. I
was not present. I simply know what
has been told me.

Mr. GARDNER: It seems peculiar
and important that only 121 voted in
the matter if there was much interest
in it. I wanted an explanation of why
they did not.

Mr. ALLEN of York: Mr. President:
I was absent at the hearing when it
was placed before the Judiciary Com-

sittee. If I am correctly informed,
when the notice for town meeting was
sent, there were articles in the warrant
specifying the subject-matter to be vot-
cd upon, so that the whole town had
ample noice. If they did 1ot see fit to
vote it was their own fault. As I under-
stand there were oniy two at the out-
side who votad against zhis proposition
for change and as I ur.derstand, this
proposed amendment was not before
the committee, was it?

is what

Mr. T"UPPER: No, Sir. The bill was
not drawn until afterwards.

Mr. ALLEN: The bill was submitted
to the committee, anl now they offer
a different bill, the subject matter of
which has not been before a committee.
My position is they ought to have the
full matter taken before a committee,
including the proposed amendment.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Will the
Senator from Lincoln permit me to ask
a question?

Mr. TUPPER: Certainly.

Mr. STAPLES: What proportion of
your voters arc at home in March as
compared with those at home in Jan-
nary?

Mr. TUPPER: It is a pretty hard
matter to get at that. T think there
-would ordinarily be a hundred more at
home i1 January than in March.

Mr. CLARI of Hanccck: Mr. Presi-
dent: 1 would like to say that the evi-
dence cisclosed in that matter showed
that there would be but very few. The
evidence disclosed that but few were
away at that season.

Mr. PIKE of Washington: Mr. Presi-
dent: I do not understand the position
of the Chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, the Senator from York, on this
matter.

The PRESIDENT: He states that it
is a different bill from the one present-
ed by the committee, as I understand
him.

Mr.
hope the report
be sustained.

Mr. "UPPER: Mr. President: If the
commiitee have not considered this
matter I would be pleased to have it
re-committed, so that it may be fully
unders:and. I therefore move that the
bill and amendment e recommitted to
the committee on Judiciary.

Mr. GARDNER: Mr. President:
Vhile T am not at all interested in this
matter and have known very little
about [t, it seems from the evidence
submitted to the Senate that the sub-
ject-matter of the amendment, refer-
ring this to the people, was not con-
sidered by the Committee.

Mr. CLARK: That was fully consid-
ered and fully discusscd, both in open
and executive session.

ALLEN: My tcosition is that I
of the Committee will



222 LEGISLATIVE RECORD

-—~HOUSE, FEBRUARY 16.

Mr. GARDNER: Was the subject-
matter of this amendment incorporated
in the bill at that time?

Mr. CLARK: It was not incorporat-
ed but it was talked over and the sug-
gestion of an amendment was not con-
sidered advisable by the committee.

Mr. GARDNER: The Committee did
not consider the subject of the amend-
ment at the committee meeting, did it?

Mr. CLLARK: We certainly did con-
sider it fully. Aside from the bill the
amencment was talked of, and it was
suggested that this amendment be
made; and it was fully understood by
the committee and was not thought ad-
visable.

The nuestion heing put upon the mo-
tion to recommit the bill and amend-
ment to the committee, the chair de-
clared itself in doubt, and a rising vote
was taken, six voting in favor of the
motion, and twelve voting against the
same. So the motion was lost.

The question being put wupon the
adoption of the imendment offered by
the senator from Lincoln, the chair de-
clared itzelf in doubt, and a rising vote
was taken, seven voting in favor of its
adoption and seventeen voting against
the same. So the motion was lost.

The bill thereupon took its first read-
ing, and was assigned.

On motion by Mr. Bailey of Somer-
set, the Senate adjourned to meet on
Friday, Feb. 17, 1905, at 10 o’clock in
the forenoon.

HOUSE.

Thursday, February 16, 1905.
Prayer by Rev. Fr. Hamel of Au-
gusta.
Journal of yesterday read and ap-
proved.

Mr. REED of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I arise to a question of personal privi-
lege. On Tuesday last, at a hearing
before your committee on legal affairs,
a witness was examined by me and
by others on that committee in refer-
ence to what he knew in regard to the
matter being then and there consid-
ered. The Portland Evening EXpress
in its issue of February 15th has seen
fit to comment on my behavior on that
occasion in the following words:

“Portland Republicans who, with
considerable enthusiasmand much una-
nimity, chose Joseph B. Reed to be
one of their representatives to the
T.egislature are amazed to find that
gentleman acting in his official capac-
ity as a member of the committee be-
fore whom a hearing is in progress,
and as the special representative and
counsel for the Democratic sheriff of
Cumberland county, at that hearing.”

This, Mr. Speaker and Gentleman of
the House, is practically a direct re-
flection upon me, and in effect a direct
accusation that T have violated the
rules of this House and that I have

been guilty of conduct thoroughly
reprehensible., This would be so if it
were true. I brand the statement

of the Express as an absolute false-
hood. It is truein no way. I am
not the attorney of the Democratic
sheriff of Cumberland county, and
never was. At that hearing I neither
represented him nor anybody for him
nor at the request of anybody for him
for any purpose whatever. But I did,
at that hearing, cross-examine one of
the witnesses who appeared, for the
purpose of bringing out, as I had a
rizht to do, matters that I believed per-
tained to the question then at issue,
for the enlightenment of the members
of the committee.

If this charge were against me alone
it would be unseemly and unbecoming
in me to reply here to a newspaper; 1
never can get another chance; they



