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HOUSE. 

Thursday, March 2, 1905. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Kearney of Au­

gusta. 
Records of y8sterday read and ap­

proved. 
Mr. LITTLEF1IELD of Rockland: 

Mr. Speaker, in order that the en­
grossed bill, ~n :!Jct to amend the char­
ter of the city of Rockland, may be 
sent to the S8nate at this session, I 
move that it oe taken up out of OIrder 
and be passed to be enacted at the 
present Ume. 

The motion was agreed tOl, and the 
bill was passed to be enacted. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

Bill, an act to change the name of 
the Dover Gas Light Company, came 
from the Senate, tntroduced there un­
der a suspension of the joint rule limit­
ing the time in which matters of 1lI 

private amd special nature shall be 
received. 

The House by a riliing vote ,refused 
tn suspend the joint rilile on its part. 

Bill, an aJct fOi' the protection of fish­
ing iln Dead, Bailey, Levensaler brooks 
in_ the towns of Brooks and Waldo in 
the county i)f Waldo, came from the 
Senate, introduced thEre under a sus­
pension of the Joint rule limiting the 
time in which matters of a private and 
special Inature shall be received. 

The House by a rising vote refused 
to suspend the jOint rule on its part. 

The following resolves came frOim the 
Senate, introduced there under a sus­
pension of the joint rule limiting the 
time in which matters of a private and 
special nature Rhall be received: 

Resolve tn favor of the town of West 
Gardiner, ,appropriating the sum OIf 
$50 to be paid the town of West Gardi­
ner on account of money expended for 
roads for the y'~ar 1903; 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Wayne, appropriating the sum or $50 
to that town; 

Resolve in favor of the tOlwn of 
Litchfield, apprapriating the sum of 
$50; 

Resolve in favor OIf the town of 
China, approprhting $100; 

Resolve in favor of the town of Ch21-
sea; appropriating $50; 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Farmingdale, appropri .. ting $100; 

Resolve in favor of the tOlwn of 
Vienna, appropriating $50; 

Resolve in favor of the town of Vas­
salboro, appro[)liating $100. 

Resolve in favor of Ida Yeaton, wid­
ow of John Yeaton, late of the Third' 
Maine Battery, came from the Senate­
introduced there under a suspension of 
the joint rule limiting the time in. 
which matters of a private and special, 
nature shall be received. 

'1'he House by rising vote refused to· 
suspend the joint rule on it'3 part, 

Bill, an act to amend section 62 of 
chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes, re­
lating to tuition of free high school 
scholars in academies, came from the 
Senate referred to the committee on 
education in non-concurrence. 

The House receded and concurred· 
with the Senate in its refer2nce. 

Bill, an act to authorize the Bebee 
Lake Lumber Company, its successors' 
and assigns, to maintain a wharf and 
boom in Sebec Lake, came from the­
Senate amended by Senate amend­
ment A. 

In the Hou'Se the vote was reconsid­
e-red whereby this bill was passed to be 
engrossed, Senate amendment A was­
adopted and the bill was then passed' 
t.o be engroEsed as amended in concur­
rence. 

Bill, an act relating to the preven­
tiQJ1, control and extinguishment of' 
forest fires in plantations and unor­
ganized town:ships, came from the­
Senate amended by Senate amend­
ment A. 

The House reconsidered the vote­
whereby this bill was passed to be en­
gr('ssed, Senate amendment A was­
adopted and the bill was then passed 
to be engrossed a'S amended in concur­
Tence. 

The SPEAKER: 'I''he Speaker has. 
received a communication from the­
Supreme Court as follows: 

"Ellsworth, Maine, Feb. 27, 1905, 
To the Hon. Morrill N. Drew, 

Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives, 

Augusta, Maine. 
Sir: 
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I have the honor to herewith trans­
mit tl:!e answers of the Justices of tl:e 
·Supreme Judicial Court to the ques­
tions submitted by the House of Rep­
rE'sentatives by an order pased on the 
27th day of January, 1905. 

Very respectfully, 
ANDREW P. WISWELL, 

Chief Justice." 
On motion of Mr. Higgins of Limer­

ick, the opinions of the Court were laid 
<In the tablE' to be printed. 

The following petitions, bills, etc., 
>vere prEsented and referred: 

Legal Affairs. 
By Mr. Nash of Damariscotta: Peti­

tion of E. S. Perkins and 20 others 
. asking for increase of tax on wild 
lands. 

By Mr. Jillson of Otisfie!d: Petition 
of C, B. Sylvester and four others for 
samE'. 

By Mr. Staples of Eliot: Petition of 
E. e Shapleigh. M. D., and 8 others' for 
samE. 

By Mr. Milliken of Island Falls: Pe­
tition of George A. Pinkham and 20 
others of Monmouth for same. 

By Mr. Thur]ough of Fort Fairfield: 
Petition of James R. Thurlough and 24 
others of Fort Fairfield for same. 

By Mr. Pendleton of Islesboro: Peti­
tion ,)f Lucy E. Roberts' and 14 others 
for S,1me. 

By Mr. "vitt of Norway: Petition of 
AnnEtte Bennett, M. D., and 47 others 
of Norway for same. 

By Mr. Gray of Paris: Petition of F . 
H. Pa,ckard, M. D., and 12 others for 
same. 

Agriculture. By Mr. Percy of Bath: Petition of 
By Mr. White of Levant: Petition of John H. Morse and 30 others of Bath 

D. A. Emery and 16 others of Carmel for same. 
in favor of a bounty on crows. By Mr. Hodgkins of Jefferson: Peti-

Ways and Bridges. tion of A. W. Nash, M. D., and 19 oth-

By Mr. Jillson of Otlsfield: Petition 
of E. J. Kilbourn and eight others of 
Naples in the county of Cumberland, 
to repeal the private and special lruw 
passed by the 71st Legis!\ature, entitled, 
"An act to maintain and operate a 
draw bridge at the outlet of Long 
Lake in the town of Naples,." 

I nland Fisheries and Game. 
By Mr. Norcross of Winthrop: Peti­

tion of F. W. Shaw and 63 others' that 
Berry and Dexter ponds in Winthrop 
and vVayne may not be closed to ice 
fishing; petition of F. L. Perry and 98 
others for same; petition of H. M. 
Stanley and 33 others' for same. 

Temperance. 
By Mr. Millil{en of Island Falls: Peti­

tIon of .T. L. Corson and 11 others of 
Alton and Argyle for an act providing 
for the labelling of patent medicines 
·containing alcohol and narcotic drugs. 

Ey Mr. Tracy of Winter Harbor: Pe­
tion of John C. Jackson, M. D., of Sor­
rento, for same; of S. S. DeBeck, M. 
D., and 15 others of Franklin for same; 
-of F. H. Bridgham and 7 others' of 
Sullivan for same. 

By Mr. Milliken of IsIand Falls: Pe­
,tit IOn of A. B. Carter and nine otlwn' 
<>f Brooksville for same. 

ers for same. 
By Mr. Bradf0rd of Livermore: Pe­

tition of R. R. Thompson and 40 others 
for S'1me. 

By Mr. BurklOtt :>f Union: Petition 
of P. A. Crooker ,nd 30 others for 
saIne. 

By Mr. Hutchins of Penobscot: Pe­
tition of Melvin A. Wardwell of Penob­
scot ~und 37 others for same. 

By Mr. Abbott of North Berwick: 
Petition of W. E. Lightle, M. D., ,and 
23 oULen; for same. 

By Mr. Hall of Dover: Petition of 
S. O. Brown and 16 others for same. 

By Mr. Giddings of Gorham: Peti­
tion of A. W. Lineolln and 13 others of 
GorhLm for ::;a·~e. 

By Mr. Cousins of Limington: Peti­
tion of John M. Akers of Alfred aiYld 17 
nthem for same; of A. L. 'Struthers and 
two others of Alfred for same. 

By Mr. MillilGm of Island Falls: Pe­
tition of E. W. Williams an 27 others 
of Sil ver Ridge for same. 
, By Mr. Grant of Freeport: Petition 
of 'Y. F. Studley and 35 others of 
Freeport for same. 

By Mr. Morrison of Eden: Petition 
O'f D W. BU'1ker, M. D., and seven 
othenl of Eden for same. 

By Mr. Nash of Kennebunk: Peti-
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tien ef Frank M. Ross and 23 others 
for same. 

By Mr. Pewers ef Heulton: Petitien 
ef Harry L. Putnam and 16 ethers for 
same. 

By Mr. Sarg<cmt of Castine: Petition 
of George H. Tapley and 17 ethers of 
Breeksville fer same. 

By Mr. Weatherbee ef Linceln: Pe­
tition ef Dr. L. M. Howes and 47 ethers 
of Enfield fcr same. 

By Mr. Briggs ef Auburn: Petition 
of 1. C. Fertin and 4t ethers fer same. 

By Mr. Thompson of Roque Bluffs: 
Petitien ef E. I. White and 21 ethers of 
~I[achias for !lame. 

By Mr. BunK.:;r ef Nerth Anson: Pe­
titien ef Harry L. Ryder and 24 cthers 
of Nerth Anson for same. 

By Mr. Copp of Cernish: Petition ef 
Dr. J. A. Kennard a,nd 11 ethers ef 
Parsensfield for same. 

By Mr. MortoYi of Jackfcn: Petitien 
ef E. H. Boynion and 20 ethers ef 
Winterpert for f'ame; of Rev. H. Small 
ef Breoks for same. 

Taxation. 
By Mr. Barrows ef Newpert: Peti­

tien ef G. G. Grinnell and 29 others of 
Exeter in favor ef increase of school 
tax. 

By Mr. Newbegin ef Gray: Petition 
ef Jehn W. Morrill and 31 ethers ef 
Gray praying for the Merrill bill fer 
equalization of taxatien. 

By Mr. Barrows ef Newpert; Petition 
ef ,V. E. Pullen and 25 ethers ef Exe­
ter to repeal Revised Statutes relating 
te manufacturing, mining and smelting. 

Salaries. 
By Mr. Barrows of Newport: Peti­

tien of G. G. Grinnell and 29 others of 
Exeter in favor ef the abelitien ef the 
fee system. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Jehnson frem the cemmittee on 

the judiciary, reperted eught te pass 
en bill, An Act te amend sectien 101 
ef chapter four ef the Revised Stat­
utes, relating te harbers and water­
ways. 

lVIr. Pewers frem sa,me cemmittee, 
!'eperted eught te pass en bill, An Act 
to amend Chapter 83, sectien 23, ef the 
Revised Statutes, relating te erders 
tor service. 

Mr. Merrill frem same cemmittee, re­
perted ought te pass en bill, A general 
act relating te negetiable instruments. 

Mr. Newcemb from same cemmittee, 
reperted ill a new draft bill, An Act re­
lating to plumbers and plumbing, and 
that it eught to pass. 

Mr. Higgins from same cemmittee, 
reported in a new draft bill, An Act 
to incorperate the Kittery Water and 
Electric Light Cempany and that it 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Newcomb frem same committee 
reported in a new draft and ought te 
pass bill, An Act to cenfirm the or­
ganization ef the Sebec Pewer Com­
pany and amend its charter, extend­
illg its corporate powers and purposes. 

Mr. Weatherbee from the com­
mittee on legal affairs, reported eught 
to pass on bill, An Act granting rights 
of maintatning a ferry between Lin­
celn and Chester to Ethel C. Blackman. 

Mr. Gray from same committee, re­
ported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
to extend the charter ef the Buckfield 
'NateI' Power and Electric Light Com­
pany. 

Mr. Baxter from same committee, re­
perted ought te pass on bill, An Act te 
authorize the censtruction and mainte­
rlance ef a wharf into the tide waters 
of Casce bay on the Island of Little 
Chebeague, situated in the town of 
Cumberland and city of Portland, 
Maine. 

Mr. Gray from same committee, re­
porte{1 ought to pass on bill, An Act to 
amend Section two of Chapter 406 of 
the Private and Special Laws of 1850 
entitled, An Act to establish the Nor­
way Village Corporation. 

Mr. VlTeatherbee from same committee, 
reported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
to legalize and make valid' the acts of 
the Phillips Village Corperation. 

Mr. Repd from the same' committee, 
reported ought te pass on bill, An Act 
to autherize E. S. Everett and others 
to erect and maintain a wharf into the 
tidf' waters of Cas'ce bay in the town 
of Freeport. 

Mr. vVeatherbee from same cemmit­
tee, reported ought to pass on bill, An 
Act to amend Section 19 of Chapter 77 
of the Revised StatuteS', relating to 
title by descent. 
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Mr. Rtevens from the committee on 
railroads and expressles, reported ought 
to pass on bill, An Act to extend and 
amend the charter of the Waterville 
and Winslow Bridge Company. 

Mr. Abhott from same committee re­
ported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
to amend Chapter 391 of the Private 
and SpE'cial Laws of 1903, amending 
and 'extending the charter of the Farm­
ers Te)"I,r,Ol1f' Company. 

Mr. Knapp from the committee on 
banks and banking, reported ought to 
pass on bill, An Act regulating the 
sale on land and other obligations is­
sued on the installment plan by for­
eign corporations. 

Mr. Knapp from same committee, re­
ported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
to extend the charter of the Bluehill 
Trust and Banking Company. 

Mr. l{l1;1PP from same committ2e, ],p­
ported onght to pass on bill, An Ad 
to ineorpora te the Stonington Trust 
Company to be located at Stonington, 
Maine. 

Mr. Knapp from same committee re­
ported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
prohibiting the use of titles ordinarily 
applied to banks and trust companiesl 
hy other than duly authorized bank­
ing corporations. 

Mr. Knapp from same committee re­
ported in a new draft bill, An Act to 
amend the charter of the Augusta 
'l'rust Company authorizing the estab­
lishment of a branch at Readfield in 
the <:ounty of Kpnnebec and at Warren 
in the county of Knox, and that it 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Knapp from same committee, re­
ported in a nf'W draft bill, An Act to 
incorpora te the Fidelity Trust Com­
pany of Portland, Maine, and that it 
ought to pass'. 

Mr. Oakes from the committee on 
ways and bridges, reported ought to 
pass on resolve in favor of the to'vn 
of Edmunds' in the county of vVashing­
ton to aid in building a bridge across 
tide waters in said town on road lead­
ing through the town of Edmunds to 
"Whiting. 

Mr. Goodwin from s'ame committee, 
reported in a new draft bill, An Act to 
amend Section 16 of Chapter 24 of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to law of 
the road and that it ought to pass'. 

Mr. :vlarshall from the committee on 
shore fisheries, on petition reported 
bill, An Act to repeal Chapter 264 of the 
laws cf 1824, as amended by Chapter 
459 of the lawsl of lS27, and Chapter 
25~ of the' laws of 1887, relating to fI,sh­
erieS' in the waters of Vinalhaven. 

Mr. Xinsman from the committee on 
mines and mining, reported ought to 
pass on bill, An Act to amend an Act 
authorizing a topographic survey of 
the State. 

Mr. Newcomb from the committee on 
judiciary, reported ought not to pass 
on bU!, An Act to amend Section 28 of 
Chaptt'r 114 of the Revised Statutes', re­
lating to reliet of poor debtors'. 

Mr. ·Weatherbee from the committee 
on legal affairs, reported ought not to 
pass on bill, An Act to prohibit per­
sons l1Dt residents' of Maine from ped­
dlingncrchandise of any kind in 
Maine until a license of $]00 has been 
paid to the treasurer of each town or 
city. CV~port recommitted to the com­
mittee on legal affairs on motion of Mr. 
S1>lpleB of Eliot.) 

Mr. Gaxter from the committee on 
legal affairs, reported ought not to pass 
on bill, An Act to prohibit the use of 
motor boats ill hunting sea birds on 
the \v2.teJ'S' of Casco bay, so-called, on 
the co ast of l\iaine. 

Mr. Holmes from same committee, 
reported ought not to pass on bill, An 
Act in relation to the business of sell­
ing, E lYIng or delivering trading 
stamp:, cheCKS', coupons', or similar de­
vices in connection with sales of arti­
cles, \\ ares and merchandise. 

Mr. Reed from same committee, on 
bill An A('t to incorporate the Shore 
Act:es ,Vater Company, reported a bill 
in a new draft under the same title, 
and th 3.t it be referred to the next Leg­
islatur~. 

Mr. Buzzell from the committee on 
1'>l,ilro:l(ls and expresses, reported ought 
not to pass on bill, An Act to amend 
section 7 of Chapter 53 of the ReVised 
Statutes relating to locations of street 
railroads organized under the general 
law of the State. 

Mr. Kimball from same committee, 
on ord,"r of the Legislature relating to 
publishing a history of the railroads of 
Maine, reported legislation thereon in­
expedil'nt. 
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Mr. Bradford from same committee, 
reported ought not to pass on bill, An 
Act to incorporate the Aroostook Tel­
ephone Company. 

Mr. Knapp from the committee on 
banl(s and banking, on order of the 
I,egis,lature relating to the expediency 
of enacting a general law for the or­
ganization and regulation of trust and 
banldng companies', reported legiSlla­
tion inexpedient. 

Mr. Oake6 from the committee on 
ways and bridges, reportEd ought not 
to pass on resolve in favor of the town 
of Crawford in aid of building a bridge 
across' Eas't Machias river in said town. 

Mr. Oakes from same committee, on 
bill, An Act to amend Section 10 of 
Chapter 19 of the Revised Statutes, re­
lating to the law of the road, reported 
ought not to pass as the siubject matter 
is contained in another bilL 

Mr. Oakes from same committee, on 
petition of the selectmen of Naples and 
57 others praying for repeal of the law 
providing for the maintenance of a 
draw bridge at the outlet of Long 
lake, with accompanying bill, reported 
leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Higgins from the committee on 
the judiciary, rpported. ought not to 
)JaRS on bill, An Alct to amend Section 
51 of Chapter 32 of the Hevised Stat­
utps, relating to searches ,a,nd seizures. 
(Report tabled pending acceptance on 
motion of Mr. Higgins.) 

Mr. Kins,man from the c'ommittee on 
inland fisheries and game, reported 
ought not to pass on bilI, An Act to 
repeal the first clausa of sub-division 
entitled "In Washington County" of 
Section one of Chapter 407 of the Priv­
ate and Special !aws of :,003 entitled 
"An Act to consolidate ani revise cer­
tain laws relating to closi'ng certain 
lakes and ponds to ice fi.>·hing and so 
forth." 

Mr. Kinsman from same committee, 
reported ought to pas8 on bill, AJn. Act 
relati ve to the artificial cultivation of 
fish by riparian proprietors. 

Mr. Kinsman from sarrw committee, 
reported in a new draft bEl, An Act to 
9,!Ilend Sectio:! 13 of Chapter 32 of the 
Revised Statutes, relattng to the man­
ner of hunting or catcr.ing wild hares 
or rabbits. 

Mr. Kinsman from same committee, 
reported ought to pass on bill, An Act 
for the rprotection of fish in the tribu­
taries of Upper Kezar pond in Oxford 
county, with accompar.y~ng petition fo!" 
E:'-l.mE'. 

Mr. Treworgy from the committee on 
shore fisheries, e>n petition reported bill, 
An Act to amend Se~t!nn one of Chap­
ter 463 of the Private and Special Laws 
of 1897, relating to taking wlewives In 
BagadUice river, and that it ought to 
pasf'. 

Mr .. Tohmson from the committee on 
the judiciary, reported ought to pass 
on bill, AJn. Act reIating to trustee pro­
cess. 

Mr. Baldwin from the committee on 
shore fisheries, reporte1 in a new draft 
bill, An Act to prohibit the taking of 
oysters from Dyer's and Sheepscot rlv­
~rs in the county of Lincoln, and that 
it ought to pass. 

Mr. Baldwin from same committee, 
on petition reported bill, An Act 
[O,gainst the wilfuI destruction of fish in 
the bays, harbo'rs and rivers of this 
State. 

Messrs. Staples, Baxter, Mills, Reed, 
Tracy and Weatherbee, a majority of 
the committee on legal affairs, report­
en ought not to pass on bill, An .AJct 
in rel.ation to the South Paris Village 
Corporation. and to establish a system 
of munidpal lighting 

Messrs. Pierc'e, Oakes. Holmes and 
Gray, a minority of the same commit­
tee, reported that the bill ought to pass. 

On motion of Mr. Gray of Paris, 
pending the acceptance of either repo:-t 
the bill was tabled for printing and:" 
next Thursday assign.,d for its consid­
eration. 

'I'he reports ,wore accepted and bills 
and resolves ordered printed under 
joint rules. 

First Reading of Printed Bills. 

An Act ceding to the 'Cnited States 
exclusive jurisdiction over certain 
lands acquired for public purposes 
'Within this state a~d authorizing the 
acquisition the! eod'. 

An Act pertaining to the duties of the 
cattle commissioners. 

An Act to amend Section 93 of Chap­
ter four of the Revised Statutes relat-
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lng to town and city by- Laws and 01'­

'dinances. 
Am Act in addition to Chapter 19 or 

the Revised Statutes, rplating to con­
tagious diseases among cattle. 

Resolve in favor of W. S. Cotton. 
Passed to be Engrossed. 

An Act relating to the bill olf ex­
'penses of State and county officers. 

AI'. _~ct relating to the compensation 
of trustees, visiting committees and 
the board of cattle commissiOlIlers. 

An Act relating to the compensation 
of certain State officers. (Tabled pend­
ing third reading on motion of Mr. 
Oakes of kuburn.) 

An Act relating :0 the ,compensation 
of exwmtning boards. 

An Act to ::;mend Sectian 11 of Chap­
ter 116 of the Hevise·j Statutes relat-
ing to the compensaiiclll vf the Execu-

Resolve in favor of Lee Normal 
Academy. 

An Act to change the name of Upper 
Stone :)ond to Virginia Lake. 

An Act to chal1ge the name of Lower 
'Stone pond to Lake Keewardin. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Lily vV,ater Co. 

An P.ct to amend Section 60 of Chap­
ter ~3 of the Hevised Statutes, relat­
tng to liens on mOlnumental work. 

An Act to incorporate the Fort Kent 
Light &; Power Co. 

An Act to Incorporate the Milo Wa­
tpr Co. 

An P.ct to incorporate the Fort Kent 
Water Co. 

Resollve in favor of Aroostook Nor­
mal School at Presque 1~le. 

Hesolve in favor of Seboeis road. 
Passed to Be Enacted. 

tive Council. An Act to amend the charter of the 
All Act enlargmg the ciuties and fix- City of Rocklaad. 

ing the compensation of the Attorney An Act to incorporate the Messalon-
General. (Tabled pending third read- skee E lectrrc Co. 
ing on motion of Mr. Oakes of Auburn.) An Act to extend the charter of the 

An Act relatl'1.g to the' taking of CClratunk Power Co. 
scalIops in Bagauuce river, 80 called be- An Act to organize the plantation of 
tween the to'wns of Castine and Brooks- Portage Lake. 
Ville in the county vf Hancock from An j,ct to extend the charter of the 
March 1st to November 1st in each Hillside> Water Co. 
year. 

An Act to prohibit r.callop fishing in 
Bluehill bay fr·)111 the first day of April 
to the fkst day of Nevember in each 
year. 

An Act relating- to fishing in the 
trihutaries to An(lnymous pond. 

An Act to auth,orize the Farmington 
Vilhge Corporation to take water for 
n1U'pjcipal and ·iomestic purposes. 

Rt'solve for an approl'·riation for the 
use of the commissioner of sea and 
shore fisheries. 

Resolve providing for the screening 
o~ Sabattus pond, Androscogglncoun­
ty. 

An Act to amend Chapter 15 of the 
Reviscn Statutes of Mlline, relating to 
education. 

Resolve in favor of the Western State 
Normal school at Gorham. 

Resolve in fs.vor of repairing Matta.­
wamke?g hridge. 

Rt'~olve providing for the repair of a 
roadway in '.rownships five and Six In 
Piscataquis county. 

An Act to provide for recording con­
denma lion proceedingil. 

An Act to legalize the doings of the 
town of Masardis in the county of 
ilroost,)ok. 

An Act to incorporate the Farming­
ton Sodety for the prevention of cruel­
ty to lLnimals. 

An Act to amend Section 17 of Chap­
ter ~3 o,f the Revised Statutes, relating 
to street railroads. 

An Act additional to 'Section 12 of 
ChaptEr 107 of the Reviaed Statutes, 
relatin 5 to easements. 

An Act to amend Section 25 of Chap­
ter 114 of the Revised Statutes, relat­
i'ng to the relief of poor debtors. 

11 n Act to amrmd Section 13 of Chap­
ter 128 of the Revis3d Statutes, relat­
ing to malicious mischief. 

An Act authori:;.ing and ratifying the 
construction ann imaintenance of a 
wharf from Mackworth or Mackey's 1s­
l8lnd, eo c·aUed into the tide waters of 
Casco bay, in the town of Falmouth, 
Maine. 
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An Act to amend Section one of 
Chapter 274 of the Privfit,~ and Special 
L'tws of 1901, relating to the mainte­
nance of pie,rs and boom on the St. 
John river in the town of Grand Isle. 

Orders of the Day. 

The following were introduced under 
suspension of the rules ; 

By Mr. Leonard of Milo; Resolve of 
A. E. Leonard find 21 ethers against 
passage of the Sturgis bili!. (Referred 
to the committee on judiciary.) 

By 'Mr. Merrill of Skowhegan: Bill, 
An Act to repeal acts incorporating 
the 'Skowhegan Village Corporatio,n. 
(Referred to the committee on judi­
ciarY.) 

By Mr. Kinsman of Aug1jsta: Reso,lve 
that the State accept the property 
known as Widows Island. (Referred 
to committee Oil insane hospitals.) 

By Mr. Norcross of Wmthrop: Re­
monstrance of S. A. Gay and 59 others 
of Re,adlfield against passage of amy 
law prohibiting fishing in Carleton 
pond <l,nd taking ice from the same. 
(Re'ferred to the committee on judi­
ciary.) 

By Mr. Tuppe,' of Bangor; Bill, An 
Act to a.me,nel Section two of Chapter 
211 O'f the Priv:1te anel Sr:-ecial Laws of 
18% relating to the Bangor Municipal 
Court. (Tabled for printing pending 
reference on motion of Mr. Tupper.) 

By Mr. Jordan of Yarmouth: Petition 
of F. W. Russell and three others re­
lative to the act providing for proper 
labelling of p~oprietary medicines. 
(Referred to the committE'e on temper­
a'l1Ice.) 

On motion of Mr. Higgins of Limer­
ick, resolve in favor of V\Taldo County 
General Hospital w,as taken from the 
table. 

Mr. Higgins presented a statement of 
facts to accompany the resolve and on 
his motio,n the resolve and st'atement 
of facts were tabled for printing. 

On motion of Mr. HIggins, resolve in 
l'avO'r of building a brilige between 
Bingham and Concord was taken from 
the tRble. 

Mr. Higgins 11resented statement o.f 
facts to accompany the re,';olve, and on 
his motion the l'esol\"e and statement 
o.f facts were tabled for printing. 

On mo.tion of Mr. Littlefield of Rock­
land. resolve in :1'avor of F. A. Giddings, 
was t<l!ken from the table. 

Mr. Giddings presented a statement 
of fwcts to accompany the reso.lve. 

The rE'solve was then read a secon(} 
time and was passed to. be engrossed. 

The Speaker anounced that the Sen­
ate had returned House Dccument No.. 
U9, An Act to amend 8ections 100 and: 
102 of Chapter 2.;; of the Revised Stat­
utes, relating to State roads. 

On motio.n of 11.1:r. Purinton of Bow­
do.in, the bill was re-committed to the 
committee on State lands and 'State 
roads. 

On mo.tion of Mr. Trickey of Cumber­
hnd, the repo.rt of the committee on 
judiciary reporthg "cmght to pass" on 
bill to incorporate the Foreside Water 
Co .. was taken from tho table. 

The report of the corr,mittee was ac .. 
cepted in eoncurrenee. 

Mr. Trickey offned amendment A, by 
inserting in Section four, line eight, af­
ter the \vord "\vay," the ,,"ords "under 
such reasonable restrietjons and condi­
tions as the selectmen of said town 
lTI;:ty impose." 

The :I.mendn]('nt was adopted, the bill 
"cas read twkeand assigned for to­
m()r]~o'v nlornlng for its third reading. 

On motion cf 1\11'. Wilde,r of Pem­
broke. pptition of H. D. Corthell amd 2Z 
uthers for two Cl'nt mileage on Wash­
ington County Railroad, was taken 
from the table, and on ncotion of Mr. 
Kimbal;l of Rockland, it was placed on 
fiLe. . 

Mr. Littlefield of Rockland, offered 
the following order: 

Ordcrei!, The Benate C0ncurring, that 
no bills shall be contracted to be paid 
by the State by any committee o,r a 
member thereof unless the same have 
ilee,n ordE'red by a vote of both bl'anch­
es of the Legislaturp. This shall not 
apply to the actual necessary expenses 
of thE' committee itself iH visiting such 
institutions coming UlnaeI' its charge. 

'I'he order rcc<,ived a passage. 

Special Assignment. 
Bill to abolish the common council 

and increase the membership of the 
board of aldermen of Portland. 

Mr. HALl!] of Po.rtland: Mr. Speak-
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er, I offer House amendment A. 
Amend as follows': By striking out 

Section 13 of said Act, and inserting in 
place thereof the following: 

flection 13. A t a special election to 
be held on the 11th day of September, 
1(105, the legal voters of the city of 
Portland, shall be called upon to give 
in their votes upon the acceptance of 
this ~·'ct at meetings in the several 
,\ ards in said city, duly warned by the 
mayor and aldermen. The vote shall 
be talcen by lJallot and shall be in an­
swer to the following question: Shall 
the Act passed by the Legislature of 
the State of :Maine in the year 1905, en­
titled "An Act to abolish the common 
council and increase the membership 
of the board of aldermen of the city of 
Porthmd," be accepted? Those in fa­
vor of the acceptance of said Act shall 
vote Yes, and those opposed, No. The 
same proceeding shall be had for the 
sorting, connting, declaring and record­
ing' of th'" returns of said votes as is 
provided for the election of mayor; and 
the bonrd of aldermen shall compare 
the returns of the several ward officers 
of the "otes upon the acceptance of 
this act; and if it appears tl1,"t a ma­
jority of the votes given upon the ac­
ceptance of this Act are in favor tbere­
of the mayor shall be so notified and 
shall forthwith make proclamation of 
the fact and this Act shall thereupon 
take fll II effect. 

Section 14. So much of this Act as 
authorizes the submission of the ques­
tion of its aceeptance to the legal yot­
ers of the city of Portland, shall take 
effect upon its passage, but it shall not 
ta ke further effect unless accepted by 
the leg'al voters of said city as herein­
before provided. 

1\11', Speaker, the bill to which I have 
just offered an amendment-referring 
it to the people, and giving them an op­
portllnity to vote upon its acceptance, 
is a bill to change our Portland city 
charter hy abolishing the common 
council and increasing the board of al­
dermen. 

'The bill, as originally presented by 
Mr. Baxter of Portland, provided for 
three aldermen from each waTd. It was 
by him referred to the committee on 
legal afrairs. vVhy it should have been 

so refer red I confess I am unable to 
determine. 

The committee on legal affairs is 
made up of,10 as good men and worthy 
representatives as you will find in this 
Legisiat lIre; but, gentlemen, eight of 
these 10 men are interested in any­
thing r8 ther than the local affairs of 
the city of Portland. 

We hRve a Portland delegation of 
nine me1. here-,all of us' vitally inter­
ested in this question. Why not refer 
it to us, 

Two years ago the same question 
was ref"rred to the Portland delega­
tion and by it was referred to the pres­
ent Legi~lature. 

T confl'ss I cannot understand the ac­
tion of ny colleagues in respect to this 
matter 'Jf reference. 

At thE hearing before the legal af­
fairs co:nmittee a number of citizens' 
of IJortland appeared in favor of the 
bill, including a delegation from the 
city government. The mayor also ap­
peeu'ea"Yith several others, in favor of 
a new draft providing for t\\'o alder­
n1Pn for each ward instead of three. 
,!'his ne", draft the eommittee adopted. 

I lmve no fault to find with the de0i­
~jon of the committee. Everybody pres­
ent at the hearing wanted a single 
board 0:' .,!ther 18 or 27 members. No 
one apnea red in favor of the double 
board. ,,11is is not very astonishing, 
gent]pm'm; the promcters of a meas-
11r., are usually enthusiastic and in­
terested in it. and are generally pret­
ty "'ell Jrganized. Those who are op­
posed d"clde to let somebody else do 
the kicking and take the trouble, and 
it is a ~:ood deal of trouble to take a 
trip dm"n to Augusta from Portland. 
If ,ye hE d the State House in Portland 
it might be a different matter. 

There are those who still favor the 
old-fashioned American form of gov­
ernment, national, state or municipal, 
an executive with two legislative bod­
ies, a, p 'esident or governor with the 
Senate and House; a mayor with the 
board of aldermen and the common 
eouncil, and certainly there is a strong 
sentiment in favor of a referendum. 
Let me read from the Portland Press 
of this morning: 

"That there are still two sides' to the 
proposition to have a single board of 
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,aldermen for a city council is' evident 
from the expressions of a good many 
,citizen~ in favor of referring the mat­
ter to the people. Many of these cit­
izens are in no way oppos,ed to the sin­
gle board plan, but s'tand upon the 
broad and secure principle that mat­
terS' of this importance should always 
be put to popular vote, The question 
at present is therefore, not so much on 
the vahle of the slingle board of three 
,members, which hru; evidently been 
practically agreed upon; but on the 
propriety of adopting so important a 
novEtlty in the city's government, 
without an expression of the popular 
will. 

"A good many citizenB," said one of 
them on Wednesday, "have believed in 
the lower board in the city council, but 
h,tve waived their own opinions in the 
face of the general desire for a single 
board. But they to a man believ.e the 
case shOuld go before the reopl", uf the 
city for a decision, as on," of those ques­
,tions which should always be setthd in 
that 'way. There is a wide support of 
,ntis position. A large number of our p"o­
pIe ,vould like to see a referendu:n on 
this matter; and their opposition to any 
-other method ought not ':0 be misjudged 
and undere,timated bee",,"e they have 
been comparatively silent ahout it," 

The matter will come up at Augusta 
on Th'lrsday, and there will be consid'lr­
able interest in the outcome. Representa­
tive Hale of Portland, LS Jeading the 
movement for a referendu::rt, and undoubt­
'edly has a great many citizens with hint 
-nut against the single ·board plan. but 
in felvor of giving the people a chance on 
this unusually important matter. That is 
always a safe principle, and there is n'J 
danger in any proposition which is tested 
by the popular vote. It is not an unusual 
proceeding and, since the people have on 
one previous occasion voted do,vn just 
such a plan, there is a good deal of logic 
in the argument that they haY'e their 
Tights at this time, Representative Hale's 
idea evidently is that the people's choice 
is the proper system to be adopt"d-that 
they have a right to govern themselves, 
'in the llsual limits, as they prefer. Th" 
people have had no opportunity as yet to 
-express their views, and the referendum 
would give them exactly that. 

And in last night's Evening Express 
J: find an editorial: 

"Whatever change is made in the form 
of our city government should be left. 
thally, to the decision of the legal voters 
of the city. The referendum in local af­
fairs of this nature is certainly just and 
right." 

The question of a change is not a new 
one to the citizens of Portland. In 1897 
the same matter ,was brought before the 
Legislature, passed by them with a refer­
endum, and submitted to the neople. The 
people turned it down; they did not want 
It. Is this Legislature to pass a law foist­
ing on the citizens of Portland a form of 
self-government that they have at a re­
~rdt n~iC!!~~t ~ecided and voted that they 

My opponents will say that matters 
have changed nm\'-that the best peo­
ple of Portland favor the change, and 
that there is nQ opposition. If there 
is no opposHion they are all right, and 
will be all right in September. 

''{'here are no claS'ses of voters; the 
PQorest, least influential citizen 'Of 
PQrtland is entitled to his vote and his' 
say as to hQW he shall govern his city, 
just as much as is the mayor, 'Or any 
'Other influential citizen. A vital change 
is contemplated. 

Our eharter, Q\1r constitutiQn given us 
hy the Legislature in 1832. and adopted 
by vote of the people, is tQ be radically 
chfl.nged-as radically changed as it 
could be-and we are not to vote on it. 

Our betters say that we are nQt to 
be trusted to decide what we want. 
Gentlemen, I have more faith in the 
peQple; I am willing to abide by their 
decision. Give it to them. 
If they want one board they will 

have it, and they shQuld have it. If 
they dQn't want it, and vote it down, 
I care nQt whQ wants the change'; it 
shQuld not take olace. 

0\11' municipal election In PQrtland 
takes i-,lace early in December. At that 
time the citizens elect the municipal 
officers and sueh is' a provi~iQn of the 
present bill. The s,pecial electiQn in 
September decides the matter of 'One or 
two boards, and if the change is made 
there is plenty of time before the De­
cember eledion. 

'rhe referendum is in nQ way delay­
ing matters. I have named September 
instead of ,Ln earlier date, SQ that both 
sides may have an opportunity to array 
their fQrces. Since 1832 we have had 
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two boards. There need be no inde­
cent haste in making a change, if we 
are to make a change. 

Gentlemen, my position in this mat­
ter is not a particularly pleasant one 
for myself. I am not against the one 
board idea; I am not for it. All I ask 
is that the citizens of Portland shall 
have an opportunity to vote as to 
whether or not they want a change. I 
Imow that there are petitions against a 
referendum, petitions s'igned by goocl 
men, friends of mine. I know that the 
mayor and aldermen have sent a com­
mittee down here to take what honor­
able means' they can to prevent the 
referendum. 

But, gentlemen, they are here in their 
private capacity aB citizens, or at 
least I hope they are, and must be re­
garded simply as so many persons' in 
favor of the bill. They were not elect­
ed to office to make any change in the 
city charter and cannot represent the 
sen tin1fmt of the city officially. 

And what are they asking?-that the 
people who elected them be denied the 
opportunity to vote as to whether the 
office Lo which they were elected shall 
longer exist. 

r '" ish I could agree with them. They 
are my friends, men with whom and 
for whom I have worked politically. It 
is not pleasant to work against them, 
and it is not healthy; but my honest 
conviction Is that this is a matter for 
the people to decide and I hope that 
the lIous,e will sustain me in my 
amendment In referring the question 
to the citizens' of Portland. (Applause.) 

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker and Gentlemen: The bill which 
the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Hale) proposes to amend, is entitled, 
"An Act to abolish the common coun­
eiJ and increase the membership of the 
board of aldermen of the city of Port­
land." 'I'he title of the bill clearly 
shows what is its subs1ance. I want to 
relate to you very briefly the organiza­
tion of the present city government of 
Portland and the steps that have led 
up to the introduction of this bill. 

The elty of Portland i~ divided into 
nine wards. We elect three councilmer 
and one alderman from each ward, giv­
ing us a dual form of government con-

sisting of 27' councilmen and nine al­
dermen. When two or three genera­
tions ag-o the Legislatures of the vari­
ous stateE began to grant charters' for 
cities, thE'y naturally looked around 
for some model on which to form their 
city charters,. 'rhey found but one 
form, the dual form of government. 
such as J: revaiJed in the Legislatures 
of the states and in the national gov­
ernment, a,nd it was but natural that, 
knowing nothing better, they should' 
adopt thiE form. Consequently most of 
the cities in this State are, today, us'­
ing tbis form. :i\lunicipal government 
was then in its infancy. For many 
years no progress was' made, 
but. today, however, a change' 
has comp to pass, and the peo­
ple of our cities are beginning to real­
i7.e that:he government which con­
trols theil' streets and their sewers, 
their fire and police departments, the 
government that has' so much to do 
with every phase of home and busi­
ness life, must be a government that 
can properly manage thes'e important 
intere~tS'. Hence, they are cons'tantly 
seeking fc'r improvement. Progress in 
municipal government is, necessarily 
very slo,,', and comes about only after· 
a long campaign of education. Eight 
or ]0 year:; ago in Portland, this move­
ment for 3. single form of government 
was startEd. It haB since then met with 
many rebuffs and discouragements 
alike froIT. those who are honestly op­
posed to it as well as from those whose­
versonal, pecuniary and political in­
terests an d political aspirations are 
threatened by it. So, today, the people 
of Portland want a change and they 
are asldng' It at the hands of this Leg­
iRlature. 

The fun ~tions of a municipality are 
not in an~r sense legislative. They are 
purely adminifltrative. A city govern­
n1ent does not make laws; it only ad­
ministers them. Its functions are pre­
cisely tho:,e of a great corporation 
whose business interests must be man­
'lged by a board of directors; and what 
corporation is there, today, that could 
sucC'essfuI:y transact its business in­
tere~ts with as cumbersome a form of 
g'overnment a!'< prevails in most of our 
cities~ There are in this House gen­
tlemen wt,o have been mayors of our 
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cities, gentlemen who have been con­
nected with the city governments of 
our citieB and within the past few days' 
many of them have expressed to me 
the wish that, when they were con­
nected with their city governments" 
they might have been favored with a 
single board in order to have properly 
transacted their business. 

This s'lngle board idea has, been thor­
oughly tried. It has beEn adopted in 
many cities and without exception it 
has proved itself thoroughly success­
ful. The people of Portl2.nd, as' I said, 
desire a change in their city govern­
ment. The only difference of opinion 
among them has been whether it 
should consist of 18 or 27 members. The 
bill before us provides fOJ' 18 members; 
but I believe that most of the people 
in Portland want 27 members; and 
whether the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr, Hale) prevails or 
whether it is lost, I shall offer an 
amendment providing for a board of 
aldermen of 27 members'. 

The gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Hale) proposes to refer thisl question 
to the people of Portland. And at first 
thought snch a proposHion may seem 
to have some weight. But, Mr. Speak­
er and gentlemen, the people of this 
State of Maine have entrusted into our 
care their most vital interests. They 
have sent us here as' their chosen rep­
resentatives to act UDon all questions 
that may properly come before us. 
'l'ney have given us almost absolute 
and Rovereign power, restricted only 
by the limitations of our constitution. 
They have given us this power to 
use, ann we muBt use it wisely. Do we 
not, then, basely shirk our duty by re­
ferring back to the people of this' State 
the very questions that we are seat 
here to decide? We are their chosen 
representatives and we must act for 
them as our conscience and our honest 
jndgment dictate. Until the people of 
this State adopt a general referendum 
policy and place it in our constitution, 
I hope that this Legislature wm hon­
estly and squarely face every ques­
tion that Is presented to them, and 
either favor or oppose it upon the real 
merits of the question. We must bear 
the burdens, placed up us. 

Let me gi\'e you a history of this bm 

inasmuch aB tile gentleman from Port­
land Cvlr. Hale) has commented upon 
it. This bill, presented to the Legisla­
ture at the request of many Portland 
citizens, was, referred to the committee 
on legal affairs on which were two 
members from Portland, one of whom 
at th:'! t time I understand was not al­
together in favor of it, while the other, 
myself, was in favor of it, but I thought 
it "was a fair reference to refer it to a 
committee on which were two Portland 
members and two members' who held 
opposite views on the question. A hear­
ing was advertised in every paper in 
Portland. The hearing was held. A 
representative deleg"ation of the citi­
zens of Portland, over 20 in number, 
came to Augusta, and appeared before 
the legal affai."s committee. Not one 
voice among all theS'e 20 was heard In 
opposition to this bill, not a word of 
dissent was &poken, and the matter wae 
as thoroughly threshed out as any 
qu~stion has been before this' commit­
tee during this sess'ion. The committee 
reported unanimously. That report was 
accepte(] unammously by this House; 
and on the first reading of the bill the 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. Hale) 
laid it on the table and served notice 
that he was' going to attach a referen­
dum to it. I submit, Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen, that if there is anY.honest 
opnosition to this bill that opposition 
has had time to present itself. I would 
welcome such opposition. That opposi­
tion should have appeared before 
the legal affairs committee. It is not 
now too late for that opposition to ap­
pArtr. Let those who repres'ent It ap­
pear on the floor of this House, and if 
there are any valid reasons why this 
bill should not pass', let them state 
those rpasons here in order that thes'e 
disinterested and honorable members 
may pass upon their merits. 

I submit that the opposHlon to this 
bill does not wish to declare Itself. It 
says very plausibly, that the people of 
the city of Portland should be heard. 
The people of Portland have been 
heard and their voices have been raised 
In no uncertain tones'. They ask us to 
try this, question fairly and squarely, 
and upon its merits, not to open the 
floodgates of politics and political ma­
nipulations upon a question that 
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should be decided upon a plane, broad­
er and nobler and higher. These gen­
tlemen whu are so jealous, of the rights 
of the, citizens of Portland, why have 
they not appeared before? This Legis­
lature almost daily grants charters to 
cities of this State, it amends their 
charters by giving them additional 
powerS' or by taking away powers 
which they already poss'ess'. It grants 
to ('orporations' and individuals rights 
to gO OVE.'r and under their streets. 
These matters are as vital to those 
cities as is this question i,; vital to the 
city of Portland. Now why have not 
these gentlemen arisen in their seats 
and demanded of this House that it re­
fer all these questions to the people of 
the various towns and cities whose 
interests are affected and whose rights 
they guard so jealous,ly? Such a course 
would relieve us of great respons'ibiIi­
ties. 

Who asks for a referendum? I don't 
lenow of any considerable number of 
citizens ,,~ho ask foi'" a referendum. 
The gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Hale) is, with two exceptions, the 
only citizen of Portland whom I have 
heard asking for a referendum. He 
asks us to put this legislation upon 
others. But, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
show you who aSlks us to pass this bill 
without a referendum. I have here a 
resolution passed by the Portland 
Board of Trade that has a membership 
of over 600 men, who represent every 
phase of business' and profeSSional 
life within our city, and whose 'sole in­
terests, are for the welfare of our city. 
'I'his resolution was unanimously 
pasHed, and is in the following terms: 

"vV"hereas, There Is a proposition be­
fore the State Legislature to di!!'con­
tinue the dual government heretofore 
and now existing in the municipality 
of Portland, and 

"Whereas, Such a proposition Is for 
the purpose of consolidating the com­
mon council and board of aldermen as 
now constituted into one effective 
working or!;anization, 

New, therefore, be it Resolved that 
the Portland Board of Trade, compris­
ed of the merchants, manufacturers 
and business men of the city, with a 
membership of over six hundred, here-

by endo rse and commend the propoS'ed 
legislaUm." 

1'3 that a demand for a referendum 
from those six hundred business and 
professional men of Portland? I hold 
in my hand, and the gentleman from 
Portlanc l (Mr. Hale) has told you 
about t:lem, numerous petitions from 
the cith~ens and taxpayers of Port­
land, bearing over eight hundred 
names, and they represent m,en of ev­
ery walk in life. They represent 
business men and professional men, 
they represent the laboring men and 
the mechanics whose interests we all 
want tc protect, and these petition'S 
are signed by men who knew what 
they were signing; they are the con­
stituent1: of this Portland delegation. 
More than this, the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Hale) suggested that 
he would like a reference of this ques­
tion to the Portland Delegation. There 
are seVEn members of the Portland 
Delegatim in this HOll'3e and five out 
of that :lumber are against a referen­
dum as proposed by the gentleman 
from Portlnad (Mr. Hale.) 

Mr. HALE: I question that state­
ment. 

Mr. BAXTER: They are all here and 
they can and wiII speak for ti1emselves. 
There is also a delegation of Portland 
citizens here who have come to do 
what tho,y honorably can to as'Sist in 
the passage of this measure. Among 
them are members of the common 
council whose very offices are to be 
abolished. They are here as private 
citizens, not as members of the city 
government of Portland, and I main­
tain, Mr. Speaker, that they have 
a perfect right to come here even 
though they are members of the city 
governm mt of Portland. Though the 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. Hale) 
would have us think otherwise. They 
come here asking us to pass this bill 
without a referendum because they 
are unselfish and are only seeking for 
the city':; highest interest'S. 

Now, Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, I 
submit t lat the gentleman from Port­
land represents an opposition that has 
not and evidently will not declare it­
self. He seeks dilatory methods in re­
gard to ,:his mea'Sure and he hopes 
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thereby to defeat the almost unanimous 
sentiment of the people. A vote 
against this referendum is a vote that 
will send forth to the people of the 
State of Maine this word; that their 
representatives, sent here to pa'Ss laws, 
are unwilling and will not send back 
to the people the very questions that it 
is their duty to decide; it will send 
forth to the people of the State of 
Maine the word that we are here to 
perform our duties and' not to shirk 
them. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
that this House will vote No on the 
proposed amendment. 

Mr. f)'BRIEN of Lewiston: Mr. 
Rpeaker, I have listened with a great 
deal of Interest to the arguments ad­
vanced by both of the gentlemen from 
Portlland, for and against the ,reference 
of this question and the form of th," 
Portlrund city government to the voters 
;)f thE' city of Portland. I must admit 
that I cannot agree with Mr. Baxter 
when he sets up an argument here to 
thE' efiect that If this House should by 
it'! vote refer back to the voters of 
Portland a question whieh is of vital 
importance and inter05t to them, that 
we, as members of :his House, are 
shirking our duties. I believe Mr 
Speaker, that the memblTs of' thi~ 
HousE' are elected by thEir different 
constituencies with the sole i.ntent and 
purpOf'e that we shoul.'l come here and 
in the exercise of our legislative duties 
form, pass lwd make any legislation 
which is of a general nature or of gen­
eral importance to all the citizens 
throug-hout the commonwealth of 
Maine. I believe on the other hand that 
those same constituencie'l sent us here 
with the des!re that in regaI'd to any 
form of legislati:m which they in their 
tlifferent Cities, towns or plantations, 
acquainted as they are ,with al! the dif­
ferent co'nditions in those cities, towns 
and plantations,-that they should be 
alilowed themselves to make whatever 
legislation or change in legislation they. 
may deem neces,'llllry. 

Now, the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Baxter) presents a petition here 
from am organi::n.tion in Portland made 
up of 600 members; then he presents 
letters or petitions of ROO more. I have 
no interest in this malter other than 

to see to it that the rights of the people 
of Portland are not put at a disadvant­
age. But here are 1400 hundred signa­
t~lres brought in here, 600 from the­
board of trade. Now, I know that in a. 
great many of the ether towns in 
Maine,-I do not know how it is in 
Portland,-but we know that boards of 
trade in a grfOa.t many other towns in 
Maine are made up of men who haven't 
any money but are looking for some­
body's else. The 800 petitioners that he 
has here, together with the signatures­
ot the board of trade, make 1400. The 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. Hale) 
h'ls told us that there are 12,000 voters 
in the city of Portland. I submit wheth­
er 1400 signatures secured to petitions 
a.re a fair percentage of 12,000 voters 
living in the city of Portland, intelli­
gent voters as they must be. I beUev:il 
on the other hand, Mr. Speaker, that a. 
question of such importance as this 
should indeed be referred back to the 
people of Portland. Now, for example, 
what do I, as a: citizen of Lewiston, 
imow especially about the matters of 
Portland? What does the gentleman 
from Presque Isle, for example, know 
about the conditions of Portland? The 
gentlemen coming from the coast of 
our good ()lid State,-holw are they ex­
peC'ted to know what the citizens of­
Portland desire who have their money 
inveflted there, their homes there, their­
every interest there, many of them born 
there, many of them having emtombed 
there those who are nearest and dear­
est to them? Are not they the people 
to say whether the city of Portland 
'lhall have a common council and a 
board of aldermen, or whether it shall 
have a government made up of but one 
body? I submit that we are doing our­
duty wh€·n we send back this billl vot­
ing in favor of this referendum amend­
ment, when we give to the voters of 
Portland an opportunity to decide for 
themselves as men acqlAainted with 
every condition in the city, knowing 
more about pOlitical manipulations 
which the gentleman (Mr. Baxter) has, 
referred to than we as membe,rs from 
other communities can know,-I say to 
you that when we refer this matter 
back to them we are sending it back 
to a court and a court which has at 
heart their own interests, and what-
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ever their verdict shall be upon it will 
be a verdict from which there can be 
no just appeal. 

I submit, furthe', Mr. Speaker, what 
right have we, comj,n~ from different 
s('t,tions of thiR commonwealth, to try 
to dictate to the 'CitizEns of Portland 
whether they shall have one or two 
bodies in their dty goverr.ment? The 
gentleman from rorthad (Mr. Baxler) 
practically asks you to put aside and 
disorganize and illegalize a body which 
correspo:nds practically to the House of 
Rf'presentatives here in the government 
of the State. Suppose for example 
somebodv should stwnd up in the Sen­
ate today and ask for the passage of a 
bill to do away with the House of Rep­
rpsentatives. vVould you as members of 
this House, as conscientious American 
CItizens, would you telievf' in taking 
from the people this branch of our leg­
islative government, this branch of our 
State government which is so near amd 
so dear to the hearts of cur constitu, 
encies'! And I say to you that when 
thf' gentlem:m from PortJland (Mr. 
Baxter) asks you to abolish the com­
mon council, he is practicaJlly asking 
you to do something which is along 
the same lines to which I have refer­
red. I ,tm glad that thE') gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Baxter) has said that no 
matter whether this amendment of Mr. 
Hale's passes or not, Ilfl intends to offer 
an amendment to the effect that there 
shall be 27 members. I am g'lad that 
they both agree on that; but I submit, 
lvrr. Speaker, that we as members of 
this House should vote in favor of the 
amendment presented by Mr. Hale al­
lowing the voters of Portland to say 
whether or not they wish to do away 
"ah the dual form of government 
which they have. 

Reference has been made to the fact 
that there are certain members in this 
Legislature who have in the past pre­
sided as mayors over different munici­
palities, and that they expressed their 
opinion to Mr. Baxter that they wished 
while they were mayors of their dif­
ferent cities, that they had but one 
body with which to deal. It may be 
that it was for the very be:st interests 
of those same municipalities that those 
same mayors did not have one body 
but had two in order that they could 

not manipulate their different political 
games, I say, Mr. Speaker, that we 
have no right, and there is, no justice 
in the plea set up here that we, sent 
here t(l enact legislation which i:s sup­
posed to be of interest to the State at 
large, ':hat we have no right to put our 
hand .nto these Portland affairs and 
take f ~om the voters of Portland the 
rights' which an American form of 
government has given them. Refer­
ence t as been made to the manage­
ment cf the streets and of the sewers, 
if the people of Portland desire that 
there :should be two bodies in their city 
government to manage those depart­
ments, we people from outside of Port­
land should be perfectly satisfied to 
let them have it. They are the people 
who pay the bills. They are the peo­
ple who pay the taxes. If they are 
willing to stand up under the burdens 
that are imposed upon them by a dual 
form of government and pay the bills 
contracted by that system, then why 
in Hea.ven':s name should we, coming 
from Aroostook, from Franklin, from 
Washington, from Penobscot, and all 
the ott.er counties of the common­
wealth, say to them that they cannot 
have that which they desire? 

I am free to confess., Mr. Speaker, 
that there are, as my friend from Port­
land (Mr. Hale) has said, a great many 
people who still believe in the old 
American form of government. It i:s 
not a :}uestion here of how many 
boards there should be; the question 
set up in this amendment is, whether 
or not the people of Portland shall 
have a right to say whether they shall 
have a dual form of government or a 
:single ·)oard. And I say to the mem­
bers of this House that if you have at 
heart 1he principles of a Republican 
form of government, if you have at 
heart every principle ever set up in a 
real American plank of an American 
platform enunciated by anyone of the 
conven'jons of the different parties, 
you will cling to the principles, you 
wl11 cling to that thought which is ad­
dressed to every American voter, that 
no high form of State or National gov­
ernment shall interfere with the in­
terests or with the management or with 
the control of cities or towns or plan-
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tations except when theN~ is some 
pressing necessity for it which has not 
been shown here in this ease; and I 
:say to you, Gentlmen, vote in favor 
of that amendment giving to the peo­
ple of Portland the right to Bay wheth­
er or not they wish this change. In 
so doing you will be living up to and 
in keeping with every principle that 
has ever been enunciated upon this 
line by anyone of the great political 
parties. (Applause.) 

Mr. STEVENS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker and Gentlemen, as there seems 
to be a difference of opinion in regard 
to the position occupied by the repre­
sentatives from Portland, I arise at 
this time, not waiting for a vote, to de­
fine my position. And I will s'ay just 
here that I am opposed to the re.feren­
dum. This question has· been before 
the people. It has been advertised; it 
has been talked. Now, I am not a poli-

. tician. but I became interested in this 
question, and in Portland, yesterday, it 
occurred to me that I would make i11-
<'jUiry of different business' men as I 
met them, not stating my posHion in 
the least, in order to get their opinions; 
and while I had but an hour I saw 11 
men who represent our best interests 
in thE' city of Portland. Everyone of 
those men, with the exception of one, 
at once said: "Let the Legislature set­
tle the question; we are opposed to a 
rE'ferendum." One man slaid: "Perhaps 
it will be hetter to refer It-but, no," 
he said, "I guess perhaps we might as 
well let it go along as it is." 

Now, gentlemen, this question was 
referred to your legal affairs commit­
tee. vVhat was that committee appoint­
ed for? Was' that committee appoint­
ed for their good judgment in such af­
fairs as this'? They have heard the 
evidence and have unanimousIy voted 
in favor of the bill. Now gentlemen, 
can you do anything else than sustain 
the report of that committee? I trust 
when the vote is taken, that with the 
amendment that is to be offered by the 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. Baxter) 
the report of that committee will be 
sustained. 

Mr. HALE: I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Portland tMr. Baxter) 

what it is' that he fears in prcs'enting 
it to the people. It strikes' me that if 
the majority of the people don't want 
tc> have it they ShOUld not be e0111-
pelled to have it. He has all these pe­
titions; probably he will have plenty 
at the September election. That is, the 
only question that comes up at that 
time. I am sure he won't say if a ma­
jority of the people don't want it, that 
it ought to go through. 

:Nlr. B.,\XTER: My objection to hav­
ing it referred to the people is this: We 
are sent here for a specific purpose, and 
we should perform the duties laid up­
on us; and if the;e are any objections 
why this bill should not pass I should 
like to have the gentleman from Port­
land (Mr. Hale) enlighten us. This is 
the place and now is the time. We are 
not sent here for any other purpose. 

Mr. SWETT of Portland: I desire to 
say a few words on this question. The 
members: of the House might judge, 
and it would be a natural inference 
that they would draw from what has 
been said in opposition to the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Baxter) that this was a new proposi­
tion, that it was something that he was, 
springing upon the people of Portland 
without giving them an opportunity to 
make their views known to their rep­
resentatives in the Legis,lature. Now, 
this matter has been under discussion 
in the city of Portland for the past 10 
years. It has been discussed by the pa­
pers, it haSt been discussed in public 
meetings, by the Board of Trade, by 
the city government; and yet these 
gentlemen come here and object to its 
consideration at this time under the 
method proposed by the gentlman from 
Portland (Mr. Baxter), when they have 
not produced the name of a s'ingle cit­
izen in OPPOSition to it, not a petition, 
not a remonstrance. Will the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Hale, name me 
one prominent citizen or one prominent 
business house in the city of Portland 
that is opposed to this proposition of 
Mr. Baxter? Gentlemen, the question 
SE-ems' to answer itself. 

Mr. HALE: Shall I answer the gen­
tleman? 

The SPEAKI<::R: If the gentleman de­
sires. 
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Mr. HALE: I have made no attempt 
to go around and get petitions in re­
gard to this matter. I ta,lked it ove,r 
with a number of peo'ple last week. I 
talked it ali over with E'CiJward A. 
Noyes who, I think, is a fairly promi­
nent man in Portland, and he told me 
that he was in favor of the two board 
system, and th3.t there was no question 
about it, that it should be referred to 
the people. Whc'Zl I was there also :we 
h"-d a meeting of the REpublican city 
committee. After the meeting \vas over 
I ta'\ked with several of the chairmen 
Qf the ward delegations. Four or five 
that I talked with said they thought 
ul1Jquestionably the matter should be 
submitted to th~ peopl,'. Two of them 
said they were in favor of leaving mat­
ters as they are now. 

The SPEAICEUl: The Chair hopes 
that gentlemen will not indulge in any 
personrulities. 'fhe qUE·stion is on the 
adoption 0'f this amendment. 

Mr. SWET'r: I 8Jm not aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that I have illdulged in any 
personalities. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair only sug­
gests that there should not be any con­
versation betwcc,n members. If a mem­
tel' desires to ask another member a 
qUf'stion, und,",' the rules it should be 
clone through the Chair. 

Mr. S\VETT: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
wish to consume the time of the House 
on a question which ought to be so 
thoroughly understood by the Portland 
renresentatlves 'Who are. after all, the 
men responsible .for what action this 
House may tak,'. But, as I say again, 
you have had no petitions, no remon­
I'trance against it and we have had at 
Jeast ten years in 'whk;, to consider it. 

Mr. MIGRRILL of Skowhegan: Mr. 
SPE.,,-ke,r, so far as relates to the ques­
tion of the city of Portlan<'_ having Qne 
or two or three or more branches, it 
is one that does not interest me at all; 
but it seems to me that one of the 
great fundament8Jl pri!':cipJes underly­
ing .a Republiean form of government 
is at issue her-e and presented by the 
,,-mendment ·)f the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. HaJe). This is the gov­
ernment as has l:een said by one of our 
greatest statesmen, of the peo,ple, by 
the people and for the people. Now, 

how a re you to get tholt kind of a gov­
ernmE,nt unless when you go to the 
fundamental law goven,ing a great 
city like the city of Portiand,-how ara 
you tJ get th:Lt pril1lcip'le and have It 
exercised unless you go to the peolple 
and ai3k them what they want? Now, 
the ,~e,ntleman from Portland (Mr. 
Baxter) says that no ether great cor­
poration would so manage its business 
under two boa.rds. 'I'he c~ty of Port­
land is a corporation. And who are the 
13tockholders in that corporation? 
Every individual property holder and 
voter within ths limits of the city of 
Portland is a stockhold2!" and direct­
ly interested in the bUl'iness manage­
ment of that corporation. Is there any 
corpo·'.ation within the limits of the 
:,;tate of Maine that is not governed 
by a vote of the stockr.olders? At 
every annual meeting of each and 
every corporatio::t in the State, every 
stockholder is notified that a meeting 
is to be held at such a time in order 
that he may be present and that he by 
his voice and by his vote may give his 
opinien and be hE;ard upm'l the question 
of thE' management of the corporation. 
That is what this ameI'.dmc·nt asks for. 
It asl:s that 1.he memhers of that cor­
porat:on have a right to vote upon the 
qU8f:t" (IDS in \vhich they are interested. 

No\'.', I Ipropose to make a statement 
that may perhaps seem a little absurd 
on !tE f,ace, and that is that a body of 
legisla! ors, that the rer.resentatives 
and Senators composing the two houses 
o'f the Grand Court c{ the State of 
MainE', do 1:01 alwaye pasr, such laws 
as th,~ P'Co.ple of the State like. Let us 
go back if you please, to 1883 when a 
RepulJlican Congress passed a law 
know'~ as the tcuiff law; and what 
v!ere its results? The peop'le of this 
great commonwealth in 1884 turned 
them down and elected a Democratic 
Pre~i(!ent. Why? Becau80 the learned 
CongTessmen and Senators of the 
Unite:'! States Con~re,s passed a law 
that the people did ·not approve of. And 
Iwhen President Cleveland was inaug-
111'at('o1 he too thought the tariff que3-
(ion was the great thing to play with; 
and what was the rE~ult? In 1896 he 
\o';iS a.gain ~llrJlE(! dOve n and the affairs 
0: th'~ co,'pol'ation of this great coun-
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try weI''' again placed in the hands of 
the Republicfill p,arty. Now, I say that 
thl &e Cong'! ('ssm en runG Senators, wise 
ard noble C,l:O true men, dill not know 
,:tat was in the hearts of the people, 
and the p20pI8 turned them out a;nd 
put in another class, and then ,again 
tu~ned them c'ut and put in the Repub­
licans again. ,Vhy? Sirnply because 
they had not done what the people 
wanted. 

Now here is thc organic. law of the 
city of Portlanil, its constitution, as it 
were. The city charter of Pl)rtlaml is 
to the city of POJUand whllt the COl'.­

stitution of Matne is to the State of 
Maine. They come in h.ere by this hi)] 
anCi ask to have it changed. What rea­
son has a!1," gentleman given why it 
shvuld not. h" re.ferred to .he p"o.lple? 
Not a sing! ~ J f ason has ';ne gel \ t1,,­
man from p(l~Uand (Mr. Ba"ter) gin'.l1 
except that the toard Df trade of Port­
land and thn !"ading men of Portland 
desire it. Of~entimes, Mr. Speaker and 
Gentlemen, l h" ~o-called leading nwn 
of ,a community desire things and 
measures that the t)eople do not want; 
and I say, Mr. Speaker ur.Cl Gentlemen, 
many is the ttm3 and many Is the leg· 
islative act that goes through this 
House that is put through by the S0-

called lea;ding men of the State when 
the great mass of the people are injur­
ed and dama,go,d t.hereby. 

I s.ay, Mr. Spea,ker and (}entlenlen of 
thE' House, I hope that \vhen you ({)m'e 
to vote upon this amendlr,>n:, whih~ 1 
care not what they have in the city of 
Portland to gOY,'] n its af:.I"'s, I say of 
all things let '1'< vote 'n s!;l'h a ,,-ay 
tt,at the dear',"st lights .;f the hUIllI,:,:;t 
citizen olf our commo,l've:I,I[iJ sh.111 11e 
prEserved, the right to \''J~~ :mel hav .. 
a yoice in the (ontrol ;,-F that corpora­
tlO:-> of whic:l he is It st· .. 1,II,lltle1'. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. LITTLEJ;'IELD of Rockland: 
Mr. Speal{er, 1 am no more directly in­
terested in this queS'tion than the gen­
tleman from Skowhegan or the gentle­
man from Lewiston who have preceded 
me. I am interested in the general 
proposition, and I have listened with 
much interest to the gentlemen who 
have spoken in opposition to this 
amendment to discover one valid rea­
son why this. amendment should not 

pass. I say one valid reason, becaus'e 
I think the gentlemen have undertak- • 
en to give some reason, but to my mind 
no valid reason hasl been given. One 
gentleman says that the people of 
Portland desire a change in this 
organic law. If they do he cannot 
be hurt. He should not be so afraid 
of this amendment if he is satisfied 
that the premise on which he starts, i. 
g., that the people of Portland are 
unanimously or substantially so in fa­
vor of this proposition, is cor;'ect. If so 
there is, no reason from his standpoint 
why it should not be submitted to 
them. 

Ancthel reason that one gentleman 
from Portland haS' given is, that we 
should sustain the action of the com­
mittee on legal affairs. The committee 
on legal affairs are able members of 
this House and fully the equal of any 
other committee in it; but I have not 
hearn, Mr. Speaker, that the committee 
on legal affairs has' ever passed upon 
this question. In fact, I understand 
that it was not before them, and con­
s'equently, whatever we do in voting 
upon this amendment, we in no way 
turn down or sustain the committee Dn 
legal afh.irs as a committee. 

But the gentleman from Portland, 
(Mr. Baxter) says that there is nobody 
that wants a referendum. One of the 
members of this House at least from 
thE' city of Portland wants the refer­
endum. Apparently from the extracts 
he has read, the newspapers' of Port­
land want the referendum. ,"'.nd there­
fore T will dismiss that objection by 
saying that I am satisfied that there 
is somebody in the city of Portland of 
respectibility that wantS' the referen­
dum. 

Kow, Mr. Speaker, whether a city 
should be governed by one board or by 
two is a grave ques'tion about which 
there is a decided difference of opinion, 
and this Is shown in no way better 
than by the hearing which took place 
before the judiciary committee, yester­
day, on an amendment to the charter 
of the city of Augusta. The opposition 
to just such a amendment of its char­
ter as is, proposed for the city of Port­
land was almost as overwhelming as 
the gentleman of the legal affairsl 
committee has said was the sentiment 
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in favor of 
ment before 

the Portland amen<l­
that committee. He 

SeL} S as another reason why this 
shollid not b2 &ubmitted to the people 
that we should not submit it to th .. 
p'?ople until we have adopted in the,se 
meLtters a general policy of referen­
dum. I will say to the gentleman from 
Portland and to every other member of 
this House that in these particular 
matters we have already adopted that 
policy. I know of no cas'e where the 
fundamental law that governs a mu­
nicipality of this State has been passed 
upon in this Legislature, that either 
the people .have not voted upon it l)e­
fore we acted or it has been referred 
to them to vote upon a£1erwar(18. I ex­
pect myself, Mr. Speakcr, to vote in 
fay or of one board in the city of Hock­
land on Monday next. I am personal­
ly in feLvor of that proposHion; and I 
expect from the best information I can 
obtain that it will be buried so deep 
that they will think it was folly to 
heLve ever undertaken it. No,v, I do 
not speak on this' proposition because 
I am in favor of two boards, because 
my vote on Monday next will negative 
that. But at the same time I have not 
the least doubt I could bring you a 
vote of the Board of Trade of Rock­
land in favor of one board. I could car­
ry a petition or have one carried along 
the main street of Rockland and I 
could haye it generally signed for I 
know that most of the bus'iness men fa­
vor it, and I know that they do not ex­
pect it will be carried in the dty of 
Rockland on Monday next. The fact 
that there are petitions from the BOilrd 
of Trade is on reason "'hy this should 
not be referred. If there are any con­
sio'\erable number of people of Portland 
that wish to vote on this question, I 
submit, Mr. Speaker, they should have 
an opportunity to do S'O; I submit that 
no reason has been given why they 
should not have that opportunity. The 
Legislature has not lllid down a policY 
that 8ities' should be governed either by 
one or two b0'ards. Charters have been 
granted always with two boards. The 
Leg'islature is now giving various cities 
an opportur.ity to say whether they 
will have one board or two boards; and 
I think it is a proper vote on the vart 
of this House to give the city of Port-

land, when any of the citizens, want it, 
the sam" privilege that we are giving 
in this Legislature the other cities and 
towns of the State of Maine. (Applause) 

Mr. RI~Y,~D of Portland: Mr. Speaker, 
I am not goins to make a speech I 
notice ym smile of satisfaction when 
I tell you this. I ,vil\ takl' but a few 
mOnl('nt, of you~ time. I arise more in 
the ,yay of explanation. : was one of 
the unfortunrcre members of the com­
wittee 0, 1 legeLl affairs, and I feel that 
a great weight or SOITOIW rests upon 
me, not because I am a mEomber of that 
committee, but hecause, a>1 such. I was 
obliged to take such a pcsition, and 
my re-el,,'ction, if I ('vel' have one, must 
depend npon the~e humble citizens of 
PorNand whom WI' have, teen so elo­
quently told we ]Jropose tr) wrong. 

Now, my p03iticJ!1 was this to start 
with. 1 was a firm believer in two 
boards, but when I lookE,d into the 
matter I found this conr:it,on of things 
practieally existhg, that v. hile we have 
two boards in tile P0'rtland City Gov­
ernment, only o!~e of thenl h.l,s any­
thing in particular to do. The other by 
a kind of process of ('volution has lost 
its privi:Jeges, one after nnother, until 
it forms, at the r,resent time, hardly a 
respectalJle ta1\ to the kite. First, I 
convince i my,,,,lf of thid fact, and then 
1 began to ask (U8stions, as I usually 
do, to try to bring ')ut the oPP0'sition 
"which \Y3,S said to exist H,n11~\\'here in 
Portland; and (he only l'PPosition that 
I ha\'e heard to this measure,-and T 
searched for it ,jjlig-e'ntly as an oppo­
nent of the entire me,:lsUl'e,--I tried to 
lind it,-the only opp03ition :r have 
l1ceard is the OPIJosition that has been 
represented to ,"1U, G2ntlemc'!1, by the 
gentlemen from Portia,')d (Mr. Hale) 
(,11 the f oor of the House t'Oday. The 
persons 'vhom tbe gentleman has nam­
ed are til e only ones that I know o,f who 
desire a refer'cmdum. Xow. they tell us 
tllat the people of PortitU1d cannot con­
venientl, come here and oppose this 
measure. But thpy "an write. I have 
received numel'OUS letters from P0'rt­
Jall(} people, sayinp,' that they wished 
tllis mea;,ure to pas3 <:8 it is, and not 
a line fr,)m the hundl'e.::s and perhaps 
lhom:ands of pe0ple I knew in Port­
land asking for the referendum. I 
thought it OV2,r very carefully, and I 
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realize that I am takiEg a direct re­
Eponsibility perhaps in a 'certain way 
the geYltieman from Portland (Mr, 
Baxter) ar,d myself more than others 
of this House, Imt I am willing and 
glad to take that responl'ibllity, and I 
telieve I stand here asking for the de­
feat of this amendment as a true rep­
resentative of the citi~e:ns of Portland. 
That is my positio,n today and that is 
what I be'lieve. 

The gentleman from Rockland (Mr. 
Littlefield, and the gEntleman from 
Skowhegan (Mi'. Merrill) spoke in elo­
quent terms in l'eg'3.rd to the rights of 
the people. ,Veil, I am glad to see that 
the dtizens of Portlancl have such elo­
quent advocates in thi,~ House to so 
earnestly proVost their r'ights. It is tru'" 
that we are ch:U1ging the constitution 
of our city. How was it when, in this 
very House on 'l'uesday last, Iwe talked 
about referring to the people the right 
to chang'e the constitution of our State? 
Do either of those gentlemen doubt 
that there are some people in this 
State, that there are as many in this 
State in proportion as there are of 
those who wish 'to vote 1'01' this amend­
ment in Portland, who would wish to 
vote for resublmission? Did these gen­
tleme,n take th.e same pcosition in re· 
gard to referring that change in the 
constitution of the State to the people 
that they now take in regard to this 
change in our city chart"r. (Laughter 
and applause) No, they did not take 
that position then, and I did not take 
it either; and I have a reason for it, 
and I will assume tha-t they had a 
,reast'n' for it; and the l'e2.son is this, 
~.nd it is a logical and proper reason, 
and tha.t is that even in an initiative 
and referendum we ITu.,t find some 
people who propose, before we ask an 
the voters to exercise the power which 
we delegate to them. I don't know of 
anyono who I>ro'pose~ an initIative, 
which calls for the representation of 
less than five per cent of the ICitizens. 
V{ e do not refer all 1l1a Hers of legis,la­
tion to the people, only "hose that they 
ask to have referred; and now if any 
gentleman will show, Cil'Ectly or indi­
rectly, by petitio;1s, by names or in any 
manner that tbrpe per cent of the citi­
zens of Porthlld want thi.3 referred, or 
that two per cent olf the citizens of 

Portland want it referred to them, I 
will vote for the refe,elldum but until 
such is shown you are doing no wrong 
tu the ICitizens cf Portland, you are on­
ly doing your plain duty by passing 
this matter as it has bem1 reported by 
the committee, with the amendment to 
bp offered by the gentleman from Port­
land (Mr. Baxter)' upon which we all 
agree. That is what we ask you to do. 
You gentlemen do not wish to tnter­
fere with the rights anll privileges of 
the citizens of Portland, but rest as­
sured that you are !'IO: doing so. You 
aro only saving from the citizens of 
Portland a tas]{ which they.do not wish 
to perform, whieh I believe they have 
requested their representatives to per­
form for them. If you give them what 
they want you need not be rufrai:d that 
the foundations of society will be shak­
en, or that any great damage will be 
done to our Democnwy by voting 
against the amendment offered by 
Brother Hale. (Applause,) 

The SPEAKE1R: Is the House ready 
for the question? 

:Mr. HALE: Mr, Speaker, I move that 
the vote be taken by the yeas and nays. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKlDH: Th,} pending ques­

tion is on the a-ioption of the amend­
meDt offered by the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hale. Thosp in favor of 
adopting the am{;ndment, referring thid 
bill to the people (>f Portland, will vote 
yes; those opposed will vote no. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

YIJA:-Ahbott, Allan, Baldwin, Barrows, 
Bell"au, Blanchard, Bliss, Bradford of 
Friendship, Briggs, Bunker. Burkett, 
ClarK, Cobb, Cole, Copp, Cousins, Davis 
of Benton, Downs, Dullley, F'awsette, 
1<'oss. Fulton, Gannett, Garcelon, Gid­
dingq, Goonwin, Grant, Hale, Hall, Han­
son. Hathaway, Higgins, Hill, Hodgldns, 
Holmes, Ho,wes, Hussey. Hutchius, Irv­
in!;" Jill~on, Johnson of Waterville. Jones, 
JordRn of ~Rpe Elizabeth, Jord'lll of Yar­
mfouth, Kimball, Kinsman of Augusta, 
Kinsman of Cornville, Laliberte, Leigh­
ton, Leonard, Libbey, Littlefield, Long­
fellow, 'Marshall, Merrill of Skowhegan, 
Milliken, Morrison, Mullen, Nash of Dam­
ariscotta, Nash of Kennebunk, Newbegin, 
Ne'\Vcomb, O'Brien, Page of Appleton, 
Pendleton, Philbrook, Poor, Powers, 
Price, Purinton, Russell, Sanborn, Sargent 
of C ,tstine, Sa;wyer of Smithfield, Scribner 
of CharlestoD, Scribner of Springfield, 
Seavey, Sew"JI, Shevenell, Smart, Smith 
of lIIadison, Smith of Saco, Sparrow, Sta­
ples, Stearns, Talpey, 'l'erreault, Thomas, 
Thompson of Orono, Thurlough, Tracy, 
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Treworgy, Turner. Usher. Verrill, Vit­
tum, \Valker. Weatherbee. Webster, 
White, 'Whitmore, Wilder, \Vith.~rspoon--· 
103. 

1\'i\ Y :-Albert, Baxter. Berry, Bradford 
of Liverm0re, Buzzell, Byron, Cu~hnlan, 
Dennison, Gray, Hastings, Ingers·)ll, John­
son of Hallowell, Josselyn. Knapv, Lani­
~;an, Lougee. Norcross. Oakes of Auburn. 
Fage of Hampden. Reed, S8rgent of 
Brewer, Slevens, Swett. Thompson of 
~'£t.:2~IUffS, Trickey, vVashburn, 'Webb, 

AllSENT :-Bean, Davis of Guilford. 
Hagerthy of E!ls\\orth, Hagerthv of 
Sedgwick. Johnson of Ca.iais. Martin 
Merrill of Dixfield. Miller, Morey. Morton: 
Oal,"" of MIlford, Peacock. Percy. Perry, 
Putr~am. Sa'wyer of Milbridge, Shaw, 
Swam, Tuppcr-19. 

So the motion prevailed. 

Mr. RAXTER of Portland: Mr. 
SDeaker, I offer amendment B to the 
bill as follows: 

Section 1 is hereby amended by 
srtiking out the word 'eighteen" in the 
Reventh line and by substituting there­
f('lr thc words "twenty-seven." 

Section 7 is hereby amended by strik­
ing out the word "two" in the sixth 
line, and by substituting therefor the 
word "three." 

Section eight is hereby amended by 
striking out the word "and" in the 
seventh line, and said 

SE:ction eight is also amended by add­
ing aft",r the word "years" in the 
eight.h line the following: "And one al­
derman to serve for three years." And 
Raid 

Section eight is further amended by 
striking out the word "two" in the 
twelfth line, and by substituting the 
word "three" therefor. 

Section twelve is hereby amended by 
stril{ing out the word "and " in the 
sixth line, and said 

Section twelve is also amended by 
adding after the word "years" in the 
s'eYenth line the following: "And one 
alderman to s'erve for three years." 
And Raid 

Section twelve is further amended 
by striking out the word "two" in the 
eleventh line, and by substituting the 
word "thrce" therefor. 

The question being on the adoption 
of amendment B, the amendment was 
adapted. 

The bill was then read twice as 
amended and assigned for tomorrow 
for its third reading. 

Special Assignment. 
Report of the committee on appropri­

ations aLd financial affairs, reporting 
"referred to next Legislature," on re­
solve in favor of Girls Orphanage of 
r~e'viston , 

Mr. G!lRCELON of Lewiston: I 
move that this resolve be re-committed 
to the committee. 

Mr. JOHKSON of Hallowell: I object 
to the m,)tion, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPl-jAKER: The pending quesi-

tion is on the acceptance of the report. 
Mr. G.~RCELON: Owing to the late­

ness of thc hour I had a preference 
thnt this matter be recommitted to the 
committEe. I think it is' but due to the 
members of this House that a matter of 
this kind and of so much worth and 
merit should be duly cons'idered and 
the factE prel'ented to this body. 

The information' contained in the 
statemellt of facts is not understood 
by the members of thiS' Hous'e, and I 
should l'ke to have the statement of 
folds accompanying this resolve read 
for the information of the House. 

Mr. MI!CRRILL of Skowhegan: Mr. 
Speaker, I raise the point of order that 
there is not a quorum of the House 
present. 

The SPEAKER: The clerk will have 
to call the roll. 

Mr. M:mRRILL: I withdraw my mo­
tion and moye that the matter be ta­
bled, on account of the lateness of the 
hour, until tomorrow morning, and 
that it shall be the first matter taken 
up on t'nTIorrow's assignments. 

'fhe motion was agreed to. 
Mr. LTTTLEFIELD of Rockland: 

I move an amendment to the order 
which I introduced earlier in the day 
to make it perfectly clear. I move to 
reconsid~r the vote whereby it was 
passed. 

'1'he m:>tion was agreed to. 
Mr. Li :tletleld then offered an amend­

ment by inserting after the word "it­
self" thp words "in performing its du­
tieS' of." 

The amcndment was adopted and the 
order tLen received a passage as 
amended. 

On motion of Mr. Giddings of Gor­
ham, 

Adjourned. 


