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A message was received from the
‘House, by Mr. Smith of Presque Isle, in-
forming the Senate that the House had
transacted all business before it and was
ready to adjueurn without date.

On motion by Mr. Drummond of Curm-
berland, it was

Ordered, that a committee of three on
the part of the Senate, with such as the
House may join, be appointed to wait on
the Governor and inform him that both
branches of the Legisiature have acted
on all matters before them and are now
ready to receive any communication that
he may ve pleased to make.

The Chair appointed as such committee
on ‘the part of the Senate, Messrs. Drum-~
mond of Cumberland, Vickery of Kenne-
bee, and Dudley of Washington.

A message was received from the
House, notifying the Senate of the com-

mittee appointed on the part of that
branch.
Mr. Drummond subsequently teported

for the committee, that they had per-
formed the duty assigned them, and that
the Governor was pleased to say that he
would transmi.. through the secretary of
State. a list of the acts and_ resolves
passed by the Legislature, and that he
had no further communication to make.
The secretary of State thereupon pre-
sented to the President of the Senate the
following communication:
Executive Department,
Augusta, Mareh 17, 1889,
To the Fresident of the Senate and
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives: .
Gentlemen—I transmit herewith a list
of the acts and resolves passed during
the present session of the Legislature and
approved by me, numbering 337 acts and
117 resolves; also one act and 13 resolves
which become effective without my sig-
nature.
(Signed) LLEWELLYN POWERS.
The President thereupon declared the
Senate adjourned without day.

HOUSE.

Friday, 2arch 17, 1895.

Praver by the Rev. Jr. Livingston
of Augusta. X .

Papers from 'the Senate disposed of in
concurrence.

An act to render optional ithe use of
seals -on deeds and other contracts, came
from .the Senate imdefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Hopkins of Deering,
the vote -<was reconsidered whereby Tthis
bill was passed to be engrossed, and on
further motion by the same gentieman
it was referred to the newt Legislature.

Resolve laying a tax on the counties
of the State for the years 1389 and 1900,
came from the 'Senate amended by Sen-
ate amendment ‘‘A.”

The House reconsidered its action
whereby this resolve was passed to Dbe
engrossed, Senate amendment **A” was
adopred, and the resolve was passed to
be engrossed as amended.

Mr. Wilson of Brunswick, presented
the foilowing rorder:

Ordered, "1'hat after March 17, James
M. Sanborn of Newport be excused from
further attendance at this session; and
that the clerk be direoted to make up
his pay and mileage to +the end of the
session. .

The order received a passage.

RETORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. Nickerson from the committee on
agriculture, reponied ought to pass on
resolve making an appropriation io cover
deficiency for cattle killed on account of
tuherculosis by the cattle commissioners.

On motion by Mr. Philbrook the rules
were susoended, ithe resolve received its
two readings and was passed to be en-
srossed.

Mr. DeCoster from same committee re-
ported ought to pass on bill an act in
favor of
socieiy.

On motion by Mr. DeCoster the rules
were suspended, the bill received its
Three readings and was passed to 'be en-
srossed.

READ AND ASSIGNED.

An act relative ‘to the desecration or
mutilation or improper use of the flag
of the United States or of this State.

AMr. Chase offered amendment ‘A,
wirich was adopted.

On motion by Mr.
were - suspended, the biil was read the
third time and was passed to be en-
grossed as amended.

PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED.

Melcher, ‘the rules

An act bo repeal section 5 of chapter
306 of 'the Public Laws of 1897 relating to
taxes on wild lands.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act to amened sections 55 and 36 of
chapter 6 of ithe Revised Statutes, as
amended by chapter 72 of the Public
Laws of 1887, chapter 235 of the Public
Laws of 1893 and chapter 49 of the Public
Liaws of 1895, relating to licensing itrams-
portation companies.

the York county agricultural -

An act tto amend section § of chapier .

60 of the Revised Statutes, regulating the
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right to trial by jury in divorce suits.

An aect ito divide the town of French-
ville and incorporate the town of Saint
Agatha.

An act in relation to the police court
of the eity of Gardiner.

An act fo fix ithe clerk hire of the pro-
bate count in ‘the county of IKenmebec.

An act to amend chapter 104 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1899, relat-
ing to the taking of herring in the town
of Cutler.

An acot in relation to taxes assessed
cen timber and .grass on reserved lands
for wvears 1887 +to 1896, both inclusive.

An aect in relation to foreign banking
associations and corporations.

An aet to amend section 4 of chapter
115 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the register of probate in Lincoln county.

4Am aet to amend chapter §7 of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by chapter
218 of the Public Laws of 1893 amd chap-
ter 133 of the Public Laws of 1895, relat-
ing to limitations of actions against exe-
cutors and administrators.

An act to prohibit advertising debtors.

An act relating to the construction of
sidewa:lts in the city of Auburn.

An act to amend ssction 28 of chapter
90 of the Revised Statutes, relating ito
the discharge of mortgages, as amended
by chapter 69 of the Pubhc Laws of 1895.

"An act to extend the rights, powers
and privileges of the Franklin, Somerset
and Kennebec Railway Company.

An act to Te-establish the salary of the
judge and register of probats for Somer-
set ecounty.

An act to amend chapter 33, section 1,
of the Public Laws of 1887, re]autmv 0
the buria] of soldiers.

'An aect to extend ‘the charter of
Kennebeg and Framklin Railway.

An aet pertaining to the taking of
salmon in the Penobscot river, above
the Water Works' dam at Bangor.

An act amendatory wof chaplten- 507 of
the Private and Special Laws: of 1889,
entitled ““Am act 0 establish the Dover
municipal court.’”

An act to prevent heads of departments
from employving counsel of witnesses be-
fore comm_‘teea of the Legislature.

An aet relating to +the sale of real
estate of corpora‘r_lons on execution.

An act to amend chapter 11 of the Pri-
vate Laws of 1899, entitled “An act to
annex ithe city of Deermv to the city of
Portirand.”

An Act to incorporate Mount Pleasant
Cemetery Corporation to South Portland.

An act to prevent the taking of smelts
by drag seines in the waters of Buck's
harbor, Orcutt’s harbor and Lawrence
bay in the town of Brooksvilla,

An act to amend ‘the chanter of the
Oss'pee Valley Telegraph and Telephone
Company.

An act to prevent the killing of tern.

An act to authorize the Lewiston,
Brunswick and Bath Street Railway and
ihe Portsmouth, Kittery and York Street
Railway to increase their stocks and
bonds.

An aet to amend sections 3 and 6 of
chapter 51 of the Revised Statites, relat-
ing to the organization of railroad com-
panies under general law.

the

An act to amend paragraph 2 of section
59 of chapter 3 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to town, village and- city by~
‘aws and ordinances.

An act to amend sections 3 and 6 of
crtanter 268 of the Public Laws of 1893 as
amended by chapter 84 of the Public
Laws of 1895 and chapter 249 of the Pub-
lie Laws of 1897, relating to the organi-
zation and control of street nailroads.

FINALLY PASSED.

Resolve in favor of the stenographer
and messenger to ithe committee on legal
affairs.

Resoive providing for an epidemic or
emergency fund.

Resplve in favor of the a:s'wta.nlt secre-
tary and stenographer, and the messen-
ger 4o the judiciary committee.

Resolve in favor of the city of Au-
gusta.

Resolve in favor of the \Iorth Berwiclk
Agricultural Association.

Resolve in favor of the commxttee ap-
pointed to attend the funeral of Harlan
P. Prince of Yarmouth.

Resolve in favor of Adjutant General
John T. Richards.

Resolve relating to
ta‘(&: assessed avamst
raiiroad cornoratlons

Resolve in favor of the Jlaine State
Prison.

Resolve providing for a State auditor,
came up on its passage to be enacted,
and the roll was called on its passage.

Yeas—Abbott, Adams, Beal, Belleau,
Bennett, Bird, Bodwel Brlc'lvham Brim>
mer, Brxtton ‘Brown of Falmouth Brown
of Warren. Bryant Buck, Burns Carr,
Cartiret, Chase, Chxck Cleveland Cabb,
Colburn, Dawle, Davls Dawson, De Cost
ter, Deering, Donham Dunnmg Esty,
Field, Fitz, Fogg, Forhan, FulleT of Au-
burn, Fuller of Kennebunk, Xuller of
South Portland, Garcelon, Gardner Gen-
tleman, Glrdlex Gordon, Gould, Grindle,

ceptain
certain

unpaid
street

Guernsey, Hahn, Harms Hassell Hill,
Hix, Hophms Hutchmgs. Irving, Jelii-
son. Johonnett, Jones, Xeefe, Kernon,

Kilborn, King, Leavxtt Ledyard Libbey

-of Albion, Libbey of South Berchk Aac-

farlane, Macomber, Manley, Maxcy, Max-
well, Mece'aul, VIe]cher. Merrill of New
Gloucester, Merrill of Skowhegan, Morey,
Mosher, Murchie, Murphy, Nickerson of
Orrington, Nickerson of Swanville, Noves,
Parkhurst, Peabody, Peaslee, Perkins,
Philbrook, Pierce, Powers. Rankin, Reed,
Ridlon, Rowell, Ryerson. Sargent of Port-
land, Sargent of Sedgwick, Sawyer, Smith
of Hartland, Smith of Presque Isle,
Somes, Spofford, Staples, Stetson of Ban-
gor, Stetson of Monmouth, Sutherland,
Taylor, Teel, Turner, Tyler, Vzrgm Webb,
Weed, Wesf Wilbur, Wuson of Cherry-
field, Wilson of Gorham, .r1lson of Minot,
Wood—114.

Nays—Berry, Farnsworth, Jordan,
Fadden, Porter—5. )

Absent—Beath, Blackstone, Chamberlin,
Coffin, Craig, Crane, Drummey. Eaton,
Farrell, Freese, Go=s Harman, Hodgkins,
Huvhes Hyde, Kailoch, Laliberte, Par-
ker, P]ummer, Purmton, Sanborn, Spratt,
Spurr, Thayer, Walker, Webster, Wilson
of Brunswick, Woodbridge—28.

Me-
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So the resolve received its passage to
be enacted.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Special assignment: Am act to prevent
preference of creditors.

The bill was read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Hopkins, ‘the rules
were suspended, the bill 'was read the
third time and was passed to be en-
grossed.

EQUALIZATION OF TAXATI .

Special assignment:
tion of taxation.

Mr. CHASE of Portland: It seems %o

me that it would be ‘well for us this
mornong in considering this question to
come down from ‘the eloquence and ora-
tory in which we have been floating for
the past 24 hours and possibly longer
with reference to this matier, and con-
sider calmly and dispassionately rthe
precise question before us. I do not
thinlt ‘the members of the House disa-
gree in any particular upon the main
question of +the mecessity of some revi-
sion and equalization of taxation in the
State of Maine. I heartily subscribe to
the wviews that have been offered, some
of them by the genilemen who - have
spolken upon 8$his subject. I most cer-
tainly agree that there is a mecessity for
a revision and equalization of taxation
in -this State. But the question before
us this morning is not upcn theory; it is
a condition and not a theory which we
are cailed upon to face in considering th.
resolve mow before the Fica—=. it 15 a
specific proposifion which we are called
upon to face. T am opposed to the pas-
sage of ‘this resolve, and I will state
briefly my reasons.
_ In the first place, although I do not
intend to raise ithe technical point, I con-
sider that this svhole matter is entirely
out of order. This Lesislature yester-
day morning referred this whole subject
matter of taxation to the next Legisla-
ture. This is a resolve bringing up again
the same subject maiter, and asking this
House to make a different disposition of
it, but I do mnot intend #o raise that point
and ask for 4 ruling upon it. It is upon
the qmenits of the proposition that I wish
to speak and it is upon the merits of
the resolve that I shall object.

We have referred .this matter by our
vote of yesterday 'to the next Legisla~
ture. This is a proposition to appoint or
congtruct a commission to investigate the
subject of ‘taxation and report to rthe
next Legislature. I ask you, gentlemen,
to consider in.all candor and fairness
what is ‘to be gained if the resolve of the
gentleman from Skowhegan (Mr. Merrill)
should be given a passage? What does
it mean? It means the appointment of a
commission of seven members to go into
this whole subject matter, holding meet-
ings ait +the State House and spending
all the time they may see fit to spend In
the consideration of the matter, and to
make a report of their recommendations
to ‘the the next Lesislature. Such a
commission would have no power over
the next Legislature, and whatever their
findings and recommendations may be

Resolve, squaliza-

they are mere recommendations which
will be presented o the nexi Legislature.
These recommendations will be referred
to the committee on .taxation in the next
Legislature, amd it is the committee on
raxation of the next Legislature which
must_make its recommendations ito the
two Houses. X

This whole subject martter, if gone over
by such a commission as is proposed,
must ‘be all gone over agaein two years
from now by the commitiee on raxation
of :the next Legislature. Is there any
benefit to be derived from such a pro-

2eding as is proposed by this resolve?
It is simply plowing +he ground over
twice, and I submit that such a proceed-
ing is simply wmme and money wasted.
We may know something of the future;
we may predict something of the fuiure
by the history of the past. X

This subject has a history to which
we may iturn. In 3889 a commission was
appointed for the very same purposes as
are mow proposed. Mhis commission met
and worked day after day and week
after week and made a report to the
next Legislature and what came of it?
Not one thing but a dog tax, and this
cost the State of dMaine several thousand
dollars. I ask you if the people in your.
several localities and the people of this
Staite of Maine are not unalterably op-
posed ‘to the ecreation of any more com-
missions? -Comissions mean expense,
and expense means !taxation. The com-
mission, which was appointed in 1889,
was composed of three members, and
that commission cost ‘the State of Maine
certainly 83,000, a <¢housand dollars
apiece. It is mow proposed o appoint
a commission of seven members, and ‘the
expense of such a commission would be
from eight o ten ithousand dollars, and
perhaps fifteen thousand. Are we ready
o vote .this matter and settle upon the
people of ithis State any such expense?
I cannot see how any practical benefit
can be derived from it.

Do you for a moment suppose that ithe
taxation commibtee of the next Legisla-
ture 'are going ‘to accept as a whole the
proposition and adopt any recommenda-
tions of any taxation commission? Can
they do it propeniy and justly and under
their oaiths? They would be obliged to
investigate the matter for ‘hemselves
and do ithis work all over again.

I object to this commission for.another
reason. Have you read carefully and
considered carefully this resolve which
you are asked to pass? Have you care-
fully considered the construction of ‘this
commission that is proposed? It is pro-
posed to construct a Legislative com-
mission dn this way: The Speaker of the
House and the President of the Senate
are to appoint a commnittee, which, to-
gether with the Governor and Coun.il,
shall elect this commission. I think
there is a grave doubt about the consti-
tutionality of any such proposition.

This is supposed to be a Legislative
commission, and to be elected by a com-
mittee appointed by the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of '‘the House,
and the Governor and Council. The Gov-
ernor and Council have mo part in the
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Legislative branch of the government of
the State of Maine.

They ware the executive bramch, and I
submit thalt there is a grave quesiion
about the constitutionality of such a
commission, and I do not believe that
this Legislature desires to talie ‘the risk
of appointing a commission when such a
question exists. This is not only my
opinion, but it is the opinion of those
who are competent to judge.

Another voint. By the provisions of
this re=zv.ve, there is to be wupon this
commission two--men appointed who are
not members of the Legislature, who are
ou:side of amu drawn into and incorpo-
rated inwo this Legislative comanission.
I suobmdit Wat the proposition should not

preva.. for the reasons which T _have
staied, and it seems to me +hat we
shousd consider this matter carefully

and candidly, and I trust that the mem-
bers «of this House will not be stampeded
into adonting and passing ‘this resolve
as it is.

Mr. MERRILL of Skowhegan: I shall
not again feel it my duty to stand be-
fore the members of this House again to
discuss, or in any -way talk upon_ ‘this
subject; but ithe thought has struck me
this morning, as ithe gentieman from
Poriland (Mr. Chase) has raised this ob-
jeetion to the passage of this resolve up-
on the ground of its unconstitutionality,
that we have heard amore about
constitutional law in the Ilast 36 hours,
than we have heard before during the
whole session of '‘the Legislature, and it
seems to me that it would be only fair
to comsider the matter. If this 1s an
unconwtitutional question, then this is
not the body before which to try that
question. If ‘there is anything unconsti-
tutional about it there is a court in the
State of Maine whose duty it is to pass
upon ‘ilzat question 4if it is ever brought
before them. Will wwhe gentleman please
give to this body something that is bet-
ter im place of this resolve; if he -will
I will gladly accept it.

AMr. CHASE: We have adopted one
vesterday.
Alr. MERRILL: Tf he will give us

samething that is required by the peo-
ple of ithis State to equalize the burdens
of taxation I will gladly second it and
help in carrying dt out. I understand
perfectly the spirit that is behind this
proposition. It is mot the question of ex-
pense to ithe State of Maine, because this
resolve provides that there is mo expense,
or the only provisiom is for the aotual
expense that the committee shall be put
to. There is no salary attached to it,
and there is no pay attached to it. It is
simply a question wof expense and that
is left in :ihe hands of the Governor and
Council. The gentleman says 1nai s Wizl
cost from eight to ten thousand dollars.
The only thing in this resolve that will
carry any expense is the aoctual expense
of that commitiee while they are in ses-
sion at the wvarious times; ana Iurcher
than sthat, he objects to this on the con-
stitutional ground that we are going. out-
slde of this body ito appoint a committee;
and with the Dermission of ‘the gentle-
man, as I stated yesterday, I will add to
this bill two business men outside of

this body, and with his permission I may
say that ithe whole commitiee may be
appointed from among the members of
the two ‘branches, and that committee
shall be made up of two Democrats and
five Republicans.

Mr. CHASE: '"Will the gentleman par-
don me a moment, but I hold in my hand
a copy of the resolve, the last sentemce
of which is, ‘“The compensation for the
services of said committee to be deter-
mined by +the (Governor and Council.”

Alr. MERRILL: Very well. What does
that mean? It -means simply the ex-
pense and nothing else.

AMr. CHASE: It says for services.

Mr. MERRILL: Well, you can call it
services or anything else. This resolve
is before the House, and I am willing
to0 submit this propositlon to the mem-
bers of this House.

Alr. PHILBROOX of TWaterville: I
have refraimed from iaking any part in
this discussion, amd it is ‘with reluctance
that I take any part in it now, and T
presume if I shouid offer any objection
to the passage of this resolve, ¥t would
be said that I was one of those avho had
same hidden motive for opposing it; and
I want to say right here and now that
I have tiried 0 make my record on the
floor of this House this winter so fair
and above hoard that no man can impute
to me any improper motive. (Applause.)

I am opposed to this rTesolve. I am
opposed to it first because it is so hastily
drawn that it presents all manmer of
imperfections in my judgment. Second-
1y, 1 am opposed to this resolve because
it does not foliow the line of precedent
and rule of the House or law of the
State, and thirdly I am opposed to this
resoive because it has not got teeth
enaugh in it to amount to anything.

Now, I should like to criticize so good
a lawyer as my Brother Merrill, for he
is one of the best lawyers in the State of
Alafne, but sthe very fact that the re-
solve is drawn containing these words,
“Resolved, the Senate concurring” shows
that the draughtsman svas in such a
hurry that the very commonest fonms of
expression were entirely disregarded. It
may be said ithat that is a very slight
thing.

It is a slight +thing, =o far as the
words are concerned, but it not a glight
thing as showing the haste with which
we are trying fo put through legislation
at this very last moment of the session.
This matter, as has been stated, comes
up here absoluteiy out of order. There
has not been a motion to suspend that
rule of the House which requires that
when -once a matter has been voted upon
by ithese bodies that it shall not again
be considered in the same session. I say
it 1S contrary +o precedent and the
House rules and the joint rules and the
statute; I say that -unless the joint rules
of hoth bodies are suspended that we
cannot put through this thing.

Here is another thing. There is no
doubt in the mind of any mam but that
the 6%th Legislature has the right to ap-
point a comimittee, or in other words, to
delegate to a committee the power to
hear avitnesses and Teturn reports of
their findings ‘to this House; but I sub-
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mit not only as a proposition of law but
as a proposiiion of sound sense, that it
iz not in the power of any Legisiative
body to delegaie its awshority complete-
ly as vhis act comiemplaies. .

And I submit as anouier proposition
that it is not competent for this House
to appoint a commiitee to report to
this Legisiature after this Legislature is
dead. 1iae thing does not go. And I
want to say right here that when this
commission is appointed, and I say it at
the risk of repetition, that I want a
commession appointed which shall be a
thoroughly legal commission. Ever
since the State was inaugurated and ev-
er since Legislatures have met here or
in Portland, there has been an esiab-
lished way uf getiing a commission and
this is so far away from that established
way that I submit that it of itseif car-
ries a question as to whether it is wise,
or not.

Now as to the matter of compensation.
Here is another utter disregard not only
of ‘the rules of common ,udgment, but
the statutes of ‘the State. Will any gen-
tieman exp:.ain to me in tegard to the
statute -which says that no member of
this Legislature shall receive any com-
pensation except that now established
by law? Will any gentleman explain to
me ‘how a commitiee of the 69th Legis-
lature is to be compensated by this or
any other bill until you repeal the stat-
ute? These things, I admit, are of prac-
tically small importance, but I object to
this. When ithe committee upon the sub-
ject of taxation or a commission or any
other body tackies this subject, the most
vital that has been before this or any
previous Legislature for years, I want
that body to be able to do something, but
I do not want a commission that can
come here and sit under the dome of this
State House and smoke cigars and read
reports and talk and do nothing else. I
want a commission that is able to say by
the force of the law to any corporation
or any body of men that they must come
before that commissionand testify if they
are called upon to do it. I want a com-
mission that shall have power to say to
these corporations: ‘*“We have ‘the right to
call you in here and to look into your bus-
iness and see what you are doing, and
see what your franchises are worth to
vou that the State is giving to you year
after year.”” But, gentlemen, this resolve
has not the power necessary to draw a
baby cart. You may be able to call wit-
nesses before you, but you cannot compel
them to show a book or a paper. You
may discuss that thing among yourselves,
but that resolve does not give you th=
power to do anything. I only wish that
the Almighty had given me the wisdom in
the closing hours of this session to dictate
a measure that would meet all the re-
quirements of the State of Maine, but He
has not done it, and I frankly confess my
inability to grasp the question at the
present time. And I as frankly state with
an apology to the gentleman from Skow-
hegan, that I do not think that the re-
solve that he has drawn accomplishes the
purpose which is asked for by the tax-
payers of the State of Maine, and I there-
fore shall move the indefinite postpone-
ment of the resolve. (Applause).

Mr. GUERNSEY of Dover: I am pro-
founly impressed at this' moment, in the
dying days of this Legislature to see the
representatives of the people rise in their
seats and talie an active interest in that
forgotien nian, that unknown man at this
capital, that stranger in these halls of
legislation that most important man that
we knew in September, and the most im-
portant man that we will know in Sep-
tember, 1901, that forgotten man, the tax-
payer of the State of Maine.

We have appropriated more than $200,-
0% a year grecater than his income
from all sources and have issued notes
to malke up the difference between the in-
come and expenditures; and not only
that but we shall hire $30,000 in order to
make the payment of $50,000 on the bond-
ed indebtedness of the State. e have
announced all over this State that the
former tax rate of two and three-fourths
mills will not be increased, yet, I say to
you that when we maintain that rate and
issue notes bearing interest to pay the
difference, and say to the tax-payers that
their tax is no greater it is a deception
and a fraud. .

I believe that greater economy in State
expenditures is possible and that the
question of unequal taxation is not the
only question involved. I believe that un-
necessary taxation is equally as unjust.

I believe that a reduction of $200,000 an-
nually can be saved in the expenditures
of the government without impairing
public service. I believe that a reduction
in the expenditures of government is just
as important as the searcl: for more
property to be taxed.

In 1820 the valuation of this State was
a little over £20,000,000. Seventy years
later that valuation had increased
£200,000,000; 10 years later in 1899 we find
the valuation has increased to $329,000,000;
that it has been marked up near $100,000,000
in 10 years while the population of the
State has remained pratically stationary,
and, I believe that the valuation of the
State has not materially increased from
the fact that while perhaps one-half of
the property in the State has enchanced
in value the other half of the property of
the State has depreciated in value. The
same nrocess of marking up values by
the stroke of thie pen would enable every
corporation, every firm, every individual,
now a bankrupt to become solvent.

Now, don’t misunderstand me, I do not
mean to say that the present valuation is
unfair, but I do say it is a full valuation
and I am supported by the fact that the
State assessors have sat in_their office
and figured and travelled all over this
State throughout the whole year, and
have found but little over a million dol-
lars of property to increase the value of
the State. The original intent of rais-
ing the valuation was to give relief, but
it hasbeen used, in fact as a mask for
higher taxation. In 1889 on §235,000,000
valuation we paid a tax of two and three-
fourths mills; in 1899 on a valuation of
three hundred and twenty-nine million of
dollars we pay a tax of two and_ three-
fourths mills. That increase in value has
increased the income of the State mearly
2275,000, and additional taxes drawn from
the tax payers. That additional tax has
been absorbed to a great extent by in-

to .
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creased salaries, and by the extension of
far trom economical public contraects.

There is a system of public service con-
tracts in this State which at their present
rate draw nearly $100,000 annually from
the pubtic funds. .wo well-known con-
tracts, the State’s prison lights and wa-
ter, will from their beginning to their
expiration, which is fixed. draw nearly
$100,000 from the public treasury. Now,
do not misunderstand me, I do not mean
any reflection on the Executive of this
State of the. present administration us
being to blame for this increase for I be-
lieve the present administration has bcean
exceedingly economical, but I do say that
the members of this Legislature and of
previous Legislatures are alone to blame
for what I believe to be this extrava-
gance and increase in the public expendi-
tures. As I said before while I believe
the two measures now pending before
this House are steps in_the right direc-
tion, vet, I also believe it is equally im-
portant that we take s:eps to see whether
or not greater economy cannot be made
in the expenditures of the government.
T refer to this now, as a little later I shall
offer a resolution covering a proposition
which I believe will. lead to greater
economy in the government. .

Mr. GARDNER of Patten: I move that
the resolve lie on the table. .

A division being had on the motion, the
motion was lost by a vote of 11 for to 79
against.

The question being on the
postponement of the resolve.

Mr.. MANLEY of Augusta: I have
been surprised -at the conduct of the gen-
tleman from Skowhegan (Mr. Merrill)
yesterday and ‘today. Yesterday with
his power and elogquence, which I wish I
possessed, he talked to this House about
stifling. He ‘had much +o0 say about
members being stifled, and he +then
brought in an order, which he ought to
have known had not the power of the
paper upon which it was written. In fthe
afternoon he changed it to a resolve
without asking to have it printed so that
no member could see what his resolve
was, in violation of a rule which cannot
amount to amything unless both the
Iouse and Senate agree to it, and con-
taining in it a proposition which if the
Senate alone voted against dit, it was
void.

Now, I must confess I was amazed at
so able and distinguished lawyer as he
is, that he should take thaf ground.
Yesterday morning he was anxious to
‘have the equalization of taxation and
then he attempted to show «why taxes
were mot equalized by the condition of
affairs in Skowhegan. He certainly ought
to have been familiar with affairs in
Skowhegan, but he made a very sgrave
mistake about the woolen mills in Skow-
hegan.

I o not believe he would have made it
for 'the world, except through thought-
lessness, but it was a serious amistake
because he placed the value which was
not only the value of the mill and its
machinery but of its stock in process of
manufacture, -which is a very different
thing from :the sale of the mill itself.
But it is mot that that I gbjeot to. The

indefinite

gentleman from Skowhegan was pleased
to say that some of us know 'the motive
that was back of this. Now, I have nev-
er questioned any mam’s motive. I do
not question the motive of the gentleman
from Skowhegan.

I said to ‘this House with great frank-
ness some weeks ago when  this order
was under consideration that I had the
authority of the largest corporation in
this State to pledge to this Legislature,
that at the time they should take up
this question at the commencement of
the Legislature, that corporation would
not on:y not oppose the investigation
but ‘would come forward cheerfully to
aid it. I said I had .he authority to
make it and I repeat it again :today.

They are not attempting to escape fneir,

taxation. They are wiiling to be taxed
upon terms of equality with all men, but
we all know that this equality does not
exist in the State rate of taxation. If
you want to go to the root of the maidter,
tax the rich men in the cities and towns
who escape their ‘taxation now. Go to
the root of this thing, and meet ‘this
thing sqguarely and tax all alike; and I
say :to you that the Maine Central Rail-
road will be as earnest to work for that
as the gentleman from Skowhegan, or
anyone else. Yesterday, Mr., Speaker,
we pui ourse.ves on record. ‘We settled
this question. We voted to refer this to
the next Legislature, and we have no
right to reconsider this thing again un-
less .the Jjoint rules of this Legislature
are repealed or suspended for that pur-
pose. Supposing the rules svere suspend-
ed; .tne gentleman asks for a commis-
sion that mas no power whatever.

Do you suppose men are .going to spend
their time far two years in running
around ‘to a set of men, mo matter who
they are, that have no power to take tes-
timony or make any record of what they
do, and when they come to the Legis-
iature, the Legislature will say and has
aiways =aid im the past, ‘““We do not care
anvthing for your commission. We are
competent to settle this question our-
selves. We will take them up and ex-
amine them and go through them thor-
oughly.” Anua the Legislature having
the power to summons any man or any
corporation or amy private individual to
appear before it, and bring its books
and papers is a legal tribunal swhich can
get at this whole question and settle it.

Now I am not going to stand here in
opposition to any thorough system for
the equalizaition of taxation. I believe
in it ithoroughly. I know that if it was
done that I should not have 'to pay half
as much as I pay now, and I also know
other men who would not, and from a
selfish point I am in favor of it

It is the thing that is established by the
constitution of the State, but I want to
get at 7t in the right way. I d@o not
want a commission spending two years
or one vear and mine months with mo

authority whatever, and then bring in-

a large bill and add it to the expense.
I :think this can best be accomplished by
the joint vote which is passed, and cer-
tainly it cannot be considered unless we
suspend the joint rules.
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Mr. MERRILL, of Skowhesan: We
are now +old that this great corporation,
the Maine Central Railroad Company
came in here ihe first of the term.

AMr. MANLEY: I beg your pardon. I
did not say the first of the term. I said
a few weeks ago.

AMr. MERRILL: And that they  were
verV anxious and willing to have the
whole matter of taxation investigated,
and that they would lend their aid in that
behalf.- The gentleman so stated upon
the floor, and he has also referred to the
statements tnat I made, yesterday, upon
the floor of this House. I defy any man
to read the remarks that I have made
and find one word against the Maine Cen-
tral Railroad or any other corporation;
and I say now that I believe that if there
were a thorough-investigation and bring-
ing to light of property that is within the
State, 1. would be a means of reducing
the taxation upon that great corporation.

It is not a question that the property

" that is in sight hasnotbeen taxed, wholly,

but it is the property that is out of sight
and that is not taxed at all that we want
to get at here.

I believe this is a question that has been
sufficiently discussed, and I believe you
are ready and willing to vote upon it, and
I hope that all this talk that has been
made in regard to the unconstitutionality
of this resolve, and that line of talk, will
be taken for what it is worth.

Mr. VIRGIN of Portland: I want :o
make a very few remarks upon this ques-
tion and it is a practical question that
appeals to every member of this House,
and in considering it I have no doubt that
we all wish to reach a practical resulf.
I do not question the motives of the gen-
tleman from Skowhegan (Mr. Merrilﬁ or
the gentleman from Patten (Mr. Gard-
ner) or any other gentleman on the floor
of this House, and I do not expect they
will question my motives.

This is a great question and should be
considered carefully, and I have heard
with pleasure the remarks of the gentle-
man from Skowhegan, that if any claim
can be presented that will accomplish
the result, he will be glad to adopt it.

Now, the fundamental law of this Staie
provides tnat where any public expenses
have been assessed, a general valuation
shall be taken, at least once in 10 years.
In 1891 there was a general valuation, as
you may verify by looking in the laws of
that year. The next 10 years will expire
in 1901, and it will be the duty of the next
Legislature to go into this question,
whetner you appoint thiscommission now,
or not; and I have no doubt at that tirme
they will go into the matter thoroughly,
and the matter will then be sifted and

taken care of as it should be taken
care of. .
We have heard on the floor of this

House that in 1889 a commission was ap-
pointed to sift tuis entire question. The
commission was appointed and it held its
sessions. It sifted the material that was
brought hefore it. The Legislature of 1801
created a Board of State Assessors. It
was their duty to equalize the State tax
among the several towns and fix the val-
uation of remal and personal estates on
which taxes should be levied, and it was

in two years to see if there had been any
property left untaxed according to its
true valuation. I submit that you have a
tribunal under the law created for the
very purpose Intended to be covered by
this resolve. If anybody Kknows of any
property that is not taxed, it is the duty
of that person to make known those facts
to the State assessors. If this resolve has
a passage it is a reflection upon that
Board of State Assessors.

The question being on the
postponement of the resolve,

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Virgin, tue resolve in
regard to investigating taxation and to
report to .ne next Legislature, was taken
from the table.

On motion by Mr. Chase of Portland,
the resolve was indefinitely postponed.

A resolution was offered by Mp. Guern-
sey requiring the Governor, by the con-
sent of the Council, to appoint a commis-
sion to investigate and see what reduc-
tion can be made in the expenditures of
the government without impairing public
service, said commission to examine the
public contracts now in existence and all
public expenses of other classes.

The Speaker recognized Mr. GUERN-
SEY, who made the following remarks:
I ofier this resolution at this time as [
have learned from experience and believe
the expenaitures of the government can-
not be curtailed by any other method. At
the beginning of this session I saw the
members of this House vote away on a
single bill nearly all the money that could
possibly come from the estimated income
of the State for the present year. The
next important act that was taken was
when a soldier asked for a 312 overcoat,
and the House vote was taken, and the
cries of ‘“No”’ were so fierce that that bill
ctlvai actually blown from the Speaker’s

esk.

The reasons for the vote on the first ap-
propriation bill as given to me by the
members afterwards was that they sup-
posed all the amounts were fixed by law
and that no action of theirs could change
them, that they were new members and
knew very little about it. I believe if a
commission was appointed that could ra-
port and lay before the next Legislature,
which will be composed largely of naw
members, suhstantial recommendations in
regard to the reduction of the expendi-
tures of the government so that when
the first appropriation bill is brought ba-
fore them they can act understandingly,
and make this reduction and not bYe
ohliged to vote on a bill which may he
hrought in at night, and they he ealled
upon to vote on, the next morning. Un-
less something of this kind is done, each
succeeding Legislature will vote for_ a
larger and larger appropriation bill at the
beginning of the session, which has been
the experience of Legislatures for the
past 10 years, and further than that, these
recommendations can cover the second
appropriation hill whieh is to be brought
before you in the closing hours of this
Legislature, and which I say to you now
needs to be more carefully scanned than
the first appropriation, -which we voted
on at the beginning of this session.

I trust that there are memhers here,

indefinite
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enough of them, to vote on this proposi-
tion at this time and represent for once,
at least, as' I believe, the best interesis
of the people and the taxpayers of the
State of Maine.

The objection has been raised to the
other propositions for the commissions
that they would carry heavy expenses for
service; the present resolution does not
provide a dollar for services, only such
as are required for actual expenditures.

Mr. Macomber moved that the resolve
be indefinitely postponed.

A division being had, the motion was
agreed to by a vote of 70 for to 20 against.

The order that the committee on agri-
culture make their final report this morn-
ing, came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed.

The House reconsidered its action and
concurred with the Senate in the indefi-
nite postponement of the order.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act to amend sections 3 and 6, of
chapter 51, of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to the organization of railroad com-
panies under the general law.

An act to amend sections 3 and 6, of
chapter 268, of the Public Laws of 1893, as
amended by chapter 84, of the Public
Laws of 1895, and chapter 249, of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1897, relating to the organiza-
tion and control of street railroads. i

An act to amend chapter 11, of the Pri-
vate Laws of 1899, entitled “‘an act to an-
nex the city of Deering to Portland.

An act to incorporate the Mount Pleas-
?ntdCemetery Association of South Port-
and. :

An act authorizing the Lewiston, Bruns-
wick and Bath Railroads and the Ports-
mouth and York Street Railway to in-
crease their capital stock. .

An act to prevent the killing of tern.
-An act to amend the charter of the Os-
sipee Valley Telegraph and Telephone
Company.

An act to prevent the taking of smelts
in drag seines in the waters of Buck's
harbor and Lawrence bay in the town of
Brooksville. - ) |

An act to incorporate the Woolwich Vil-
lage Corporation. .

An act to amend section 59, chapter 3,
of the Revised Statutes, relating to town,
city amnd village by-laws and ordinances.

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

On motion by Mr. Beal of Bangor, bill
relating to the board of agriculture, was
taken from the table.

Mr. BEAL: I move that this bill have
its first reading. This bill is the result of
the committee’s long, hard, and tedious
work—the special committee appointed by
a special order of the House. I am not
here to impugn the motives of any man
in any part of the State or to use any
harsh words in regard to any department,
nor to take from the farming element of
the State one thing which they have to-
day. I was born upon a farm myself,
and I come from an ancestry of farmers,
and I yield to no man in this House in
my respect for and my desire to do good
to the farmers. This bill protects_ that
class in what it is their right to have.
This bill asks for the election by the

Legislature, on and after two years from
this time, the secretary of the board of
agriculture. It is the unanimous opinion
of the committee that this should be
done. He is at the head of one of the
great departments in the State; he uses
more money than any other except the
treasurer of the State. How is he elect-
ed today? Every agricultural society in
a county shall have five delegates who
shall select 2 member for that county on
the board of agriculture.
meet once in three years to elect 2 secre-
tary of the board. The purposes of this
proposed bill is to have the secretary
elected by the Legislature as all other
heads of departments in the State are
elected. It cannot be said that any man
would be afraid to come to the ILegisla-
ture for his election where the members
come fresh from the neople.

The bill asks for a reduction in the
number of . agricultural reports prinfed.
Today there are 12,000 printed each year,
6000 of them are sent to the members of

the Legislature, 6000 more are sent to the’

farmers throughout the State after de-
ducting some for exchanges. The com-
mittee thought that the farmers should
have all of them they ever had, but that
the members of the Legislature did not
require 25 books apiece each wyear, but
they thought that eight or ten would be
sufficient, which would reduce the ex-
Fenses some three or four thousand dol-
ars.

The bill changes the wording of the law
of 1897 to some extent. That law practi-
cally gave the secretary large authority
over streets, highways and bridges, etc.,
and for that it appropriated $500. The
3500 seems to have been used, but I fail
to find in the report of the secretary
where one cent has been spent for the
benefit of roads, except in 1896, when $50
was so expended. Then the law says that
the secretary may employ experts, lec-
turers or reporters, ‘‘or other aid,” to in-
crease the usefulness of the farmers’ in-
stitutes. The committee asked the secre-
tary, when he expended money for brass
bands, efc.,, and for sending a man to
New York with butter made by a private
individual and paid his expenses amount-
ing to 335.26, and for such things-—they
asked him where he got his authority. He
said that he considered that the words
“‘or other aid” gave him the right to em-
ploy anything that in his opinion would
be of benefit to the farmers. The only
question there is, is it of benefit to the
farmers? If so, it may be construed that
Barnum’s circus should be hired next
summer to interest the farmers. I do not
claim that the secretary has any bad mo-
tive or that he means to do anything but
what he considers right. :

In his report, on page five, he says that
the expense of institutes for the year
1897 was $1035.21. The committee thought
it wise, if there was no need for more
than $1000 for institute work, that they
would allow him $2000. The appropriation
each year for the annual meeting of the
board of agriculture is $450. That includes
all expenses of that meeting. The law is
that no member shall receive any com-
pensation for time and services but shall

Those delegates-
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be reimbursed for expenses at the rate
of $2 a day and six cents a mile for travel.
'he secretary cons.rued that to mean
that they should have that during the
time they were working in the institute
meetings. This year I find that they re-
ceived 312 apiece for six days, instead of
going according to the old law as it was
and receiving $4 for two days. It is to
correct those things that this bill is pro-
posed. I hope the motion to indefinitely
posipone will not prevail.

Mr. DeCOSTER of Buckfield: This
question interests every agriculturalist in
the State. This proposed law says that
the delegates from the agricultural so-
cieties of the various counties shall not
have the privilege of electing, what?
Their secretary. Who knows best whom
they want to fill that position? Why don’t
you say that the cattle commsissioners
shall not have the privilege of chosing
their secretary? They handle thousands
of dollars of money from the treasury.
Why not say that the board of health
shall not have the privilege of chosing
their secretary? 1 say there is something
back of this. The whole question is sim-
ply upon the election of the-secretary of
the bgard. The gentleman from Bangor
(Mr. Beal) has attempted to show that
something has been done that perhaps
was not right. I hope the cattle commis-
sioners in this State today have a clear
conscience in that respect. (Laughter
and applause.)

‘When you take the election of the sec-
retary of the board of agriculture out of
the hands of the agriculturalists of the
State, you are taking a step in the wrong
direction. I hope you will vote to indefi-
nitely postpone this bill. -

Mr XII1.{, of Belfast: This proposiuoun
to elect the secretary of the board of
Agriculture by the Legislature was not a
proposition maue by any member of the
cattle commission. It has come from
many farmers of the State. The members
of the Legislature come here from every
part of the State, and they represent the

needs and sentiment of the State, and
they can be safely trusted to
elect "the head of a department

which expends as much money as this
one does. We believe that the affairs of
the department will be more economically
administered if he is elected by the Leg-
islature. It is not denied that there has
been extravagance in the administration
if that department. I have no_feeling
against the secretary of the board of agi-
culture, but the farmers of this State do
- not desire to have extravagance going on
in their name. I hope that the mocion
to indefinitely postpone will not prevail
Mr. BENNETT of Hollis: This whole
matter was started by theorderof the gen-
tleman from Bangor (Mr. Beal). There is
a tail-piece to that order, to inquire
whether it is necessary to have any long-
er a secretary of the board of agriculture.
The principal objection that I have to
this bill is the manner in which the secre-
tary shall be chosen. I do not see why
the present method is not as fair as it
would be to throw it into the House and
Senate. In regard to the expenses of this
board, I think likely the secretary has
made some mistakes.

I think there are

many of the departments in this State
that would -bear considerable scrutiny,
but I think the secretary of the board has
made a tair and honest statement. These
institutes are valuable things, and I hope
that nothing will be done to cripple them.

Mr. WILSON of Cherryfield: If the sec-
reiary was responsible to this Legisla-
ture for his election there are many
things in his report that never would
have occurred. For instance, one thing
is the fact that whenever they see fir to
oppose a2 bill pending before any com-
mittee they employ counsel and witnesses
and pay them out of the State's money.
It is for such reasons as that that I
thinlk the proper way to solve the prob-
lem is to have the secretary elected by
the Legislature.

The question being on the motion to in-
definately postpone,

Mr. Gentleman of Porter,
for the veas and nays.

‘The yeas and nays were ordered.

YXAS—Bennett, Berry, Brown of War-
ren, Chamberlain, Cleveland, Cobb, Col-
burn, Craig, Daigle, Davis, DeCoster, Don-
ham, Dunning, Farnsworth, Fogg, Forhan,
Fuller of South Portland, Gentleman,
Girdler, Gould, Grindel, Harris, Hutch-
ings, Irving, Jellison, Johonnnet, Jordan,
Kalloch, Xilborn, Ledyard, Macomber,
Maxcy, DMcFadden, DMerrill of New
Gloucester, Mosher, Nickerson of Orring-
ton, Noyes, Perkins, Philbrook, Pierce,
Porter, Purinton, Reed, Ridlon, Rowell,

called for

Sawyer, Smith of Hartland, Smith of
Presque Isle,Spofford, Spratt, Spurr,
Staples, Stetson of Monmouth, Taylor,

Turner, Virgin, Walker, Wilbur, Wilson
of Gorham, Wilson of Minot, Woodbridge

NAYS—Abhott, Adams, Beal, Belleaun,
‘Bird, Brldgham, Britton, Brown of Fal-
mouth, Bryant, Buck, Burns, Carr, Cart-
ret, Deering. Eaton, Field, Fitz, Fuller of
Auburn, Fuller of Kennebunk, Garcelon,
Gardner, Gordon, Hahn, Hassell, Hill,
Hix, Hodgkins, Hopkins, Hyde, Jones,
Keefe, Iernon, King, Leavitt, Libby of
Albion, Libby of South Berwick, Macfar-
lane, Maxvwell, McFaul, Melcher, Morey,

Murchie. Murphy, Nickerson of Swan-
ville, Parkhurst, Peabody, Peaslee,
Powers, Rankin, Ryerson, Sargent of

Portland, Sargent of Sedgwick, Suther-
land, Teel, Tyler, ‘Weed, West,
Wilson of Brunswick, Wilson of Cherry-
field, Wood—60.

ABSENT—Beath, Blackstone, Bodwell,
Brimmer, Chase, Chick, Coffin, Crane,
Dawson, Drummey, HEsty, Farrell, Freese,
Goss, Guernsey, Harman, Hughes, Lali-
berte, Manley, Merrill of Skowhegan,
Parker, Plummer, Sanborn, Somes,
Thayer, Webb, Webster—27.

So the bill was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Virgin of Portland, moved to re-
consider the vote.

The motion was lost.

On motion of Mr, Beal of Bangor, the
order, that on and after the session of
this day, all debates shall be limited to
five minutes upon any subject, to any one
member, was taken from the table and
given a passage.

On motion of Mr. Perkins of Cornish,
bill an act in relation to political cau-
cuses in towns was taken from the table.
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Same gentleman offered House amend-
ment D, which was adopted. Mr. Leaviit
of Eastport, offered House amendment 13,
which was rejected. wmr. Perkins of Cor-
nish, offered House amendment F, which
was adopted. Mr. Peaslee of Wiscasse®,
moved that the bill be indefinitely post-
poned. Subsequently the motion was with-
drawn., The bill was then passed to bz
engrossed as amended by House ameni-
ments A, B, C, D and F.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Falmouth,
report of the special committee appointed
to ascertain how many reports of the sev-
eral departments are printed each year,
and the cost of the same, and to recom-
mend to the Legislature how many it is
desirable to have printed, was taken froin
the table and accepted.

Under the order of the House passed,
March the following matters were taken
from the table:

Bill an act to amend section 29 of chap-
ter 24 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by chapter 31 of the Public Laws of
1887, and as further amended by chapter
303 of the Public Laws of 1897, relating *o
the support of paupers in inincorporated
places.

Pending first reading, Mr. King of Cari-
bou, moved that the bill be indefinitely
postponed. The motion prevailed.

Bill an act for the defection of crimi-
nals, was read a second time. On motion
of Mr. Hutchings of Brewer, rules were
suspended, bill read the third time and
passed to be engrossed.

Report of the committee on legal affairs
reporting ought to pass on bill relating to
the jurisdiction of municipal cases.

The report was accepted and bill read
once. Mr. Hopkins of Deering, offered
House amendment A. Pending its adop-
tion, Mr. Chase of Portland, moved that
the bill be indefinitely postponed. -House
amendment A was adopted. The motion
to indefinitely postpone the bill prevailed
by a vote on division of 37 to 15.

Bill an act additional to section 96 of
chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to abatement of taxes.

On motion of Mr. Chase of Portland,
the bill was indefinitely postponed in non-
concurrence.

Ordered, the House concurring, that all
committees which have not already.fin-
ally reported, shall make their final re-
ports forthwith.

On motion of Mr. Philbrook of Water-
ville, the order was indefinitely postponed
in non-concurrence.

Bill an act to amend section 8§, chapter
24, of the Reviseu Statutes, as amended
by chapter 326 of the Laws of 1897, relai-
ing to soldiers.

On motion of Mr. Bird of Rockland, the
bill was indefinitelv postponed.

Bill an act to regulate the admission to
practice of attorneys, solicitors and coun-
selors, to provide for a board of exam-
iners, and to repeal conflicting acts.

Mr. Smith of Presque Isle, offered
House amendments A and B, which were
adopted. Mr. Parkhurst of Bangor,
offered House amendment C, which was
also adopted. The bill was then passed
to be engrossed as amended by Houss
amendments A, B and C.

Bill an act to locate Androscoggin pond
in some county and town.

Mr. Belleau of Lewiston, moved that
the bill be indefinitery postponed. Mr.
Hill of Belfast, moved that the bill be re-
ferred to the next Legislature. Pending
action on this motion the bill was tabled
on motion of Mr. Macomber of Augusta,
and assigned to afternoon for its con-
sideration.

Bill an act to amend section 3 of chap-
ter 242 of ne Public Laws of 1893, as
amended by chapter 111 of the Public
Laws of 1895, relating to free public libra-
ries.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Falmouth,
the bill was re-tabled and this afternoon
assigned for its consideration.

Biil an act relating to the expenses of
State officials and employes.

Mr. King of Caribou, - offered House
amendment A. Pending its adoption, on
motion of Mr. Macomber of Augusta, the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

Bill an act to amend chapter 45 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to interest.

On motion of Mr. King of Caribou, the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

An act to incorporate the Lisbon and
Topsham Water Company.

Was passed to be enacted, signed by the
Speaker and sent to the Senate.

An act to amend section § of chapter 56
of the Revised Statutes, relating to agri-
culture.

On motion by Mr. Macomber of Au-
gusta, the bill was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Macomber,

Adjourned.

AFT. RNOuvN SESSION.

PAPERS FROM THE SENATE.

Report of committee on conference in
regard to order fixing final adjournment
on or before 12 o'clock rriday night, re-
porting ought to bpass.

The House concurred with the Senarte
in accepting the report.

Resolve in favor of the committee on
the Bath Military and Naval Orphan
asylum.

This - resolve came from the Senate
passed to be engrossed under suspension
of the rules.

On motion by Mr. Philbrook, the rules
were suspended, the resolve was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed.

Resolve in favor of the stenographers
and typewriters to the presiding and re-
cording officers of the Senate and House. -

In Senate passed to be engrossed under
suspension of the rules.

On motion by Mr. Philbrook, the rulss
were suspended. the resolve was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed.

Resolve in favor of the messenger to
the ‘committee on inland fisheries and
game. :

In Senate indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Xing of Caribou, the
House concurred with the Senate in the
indefinite nostponement of the resolve.

An act to regulate the admission tfo
practice of attorneys, solicitors and coun-
selors and to provide for a board of ex-
aminers and to repeal conflicting acts.
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In Senate amended by amendment 1 to
House amendment B.

The House reconsidered its action
whereby the bill was passed to be en-
grossed, and non-concurred with the Sen-
ate in adoptmv amendment 1 to House
amendment B.

Mr. Smith offered House amendment !
to House amendment B, which was adopt-
ed, and the bill was then passed to be en-
grossed as amended.

Bill in regard to the detection of crim-

inals, came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed .

The House receded from its action
whereby this 'bill was passed to be en-
grossed, and concurred with the Senate
in its indefinite postponemenit.

An act to prevent a preference of cred-
itors, came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed

The House receded from its action
whereby this bill was passed to be en-
grossed, and concurred with the Senate
in its indefinite postponement.

An act in relation to 'the support of
paupers in unincorporated plantations,
came from the Senate, itne Senate in-
sisting on its.action.

On motion by Mr. King the House ad-~
hered to its action.

Resoive in favor of a building for the
Maine Industrial School for Girls.

In Senate amended by Senate amend-
ment “A" in non-currence.

The House receded from its action
whereby this bill was indefinitely post-
poned, and concurred with 'the Senate
}‘n& ’t’-he adoption of Senate amendment

The resolve was then read once.

On meotion by Mr. Macomber the ‘Tules
were suspended, the resolve was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed,
as amended.

Resolve in favor of the messenger to
the ‘committee on railroads, televraphs
and expresses, the messenger 'to the com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game, the
messenger to the committee on sea and
shore fisheries and to temporary assist-
amnt to the librarian.

L AL, Chase offered amendment “A” and

‘B,” which were adopted, and on motion
by Mr. Chase the resolve nwas passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rues.

An act to amend chapter 42 of ‘the Pub-
lic Laws of 1599

In Senate amended by Senate ameni-
ment “A.”

The House reconsidered the vot:s
whereby this bill was passed to be en-
acted and passed +to be engrossed. Senate
amendment ‘A’ was adop:ed and ithis
bill was then pa=sed +o be en"rosseﬂ as
amended.

An act for the better protection of
sheep in the town of Perry.

In Senate amended by Senate amend-
ment ‘“A.”

The House reconsidered +the votes
whereby this bill was passed to be en-
acted and passed to be engrossed, Senate
amendment ‘A’ was adopted and thebill
was ‘then passed to be engrossed as
amended.

Resolve on the pay roll of the Senate.

In Senate passed to be engrossed under

. suspension of .the rules.

The resolve was read once.

On motion by Mr. danley, the rules
were suspended, the resolve was read a
second time and was passed to be en-
grossed.

An act .to render optional the use of
seals on deeds and other contracts.

In Senate indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Hopkins of Deering,
the House adhered to its action referring
the bill 'to the next Legislature.

Mr. Chick of Clifton presented the fol-
lowing order:

Ordered, The Senate concurring, that
the employees under the superintendent
of pubblic buildingsreceive thesame com-
pensation as two years ago.

On motion by.Mr. Wood of Camden the
order was indefinitely postponed.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act regulating caucuses in the City
of Biddeford.

An act to amend section 17 of chapter
128 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by section 2 of chapter 288, of the Public
Laws of 1889, relating ito ‘tramps.

An act establishing the Maine Indus-
trial School for Girls.

An act to amend section 1 of chapter
298 of ‘the Public Laws of 1889, as amend-
ed by the Public Laws of 1899, rela.ting
to hawkers and peddlers.

An act to amend chapter 266 of the
Public Laws of 1893, relating to the milx—
tia.

An act to incorporate the Kennebec
Water District.

An act to incorporate 'the St
Water Power Company.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Indus-
trial School for Girls.

Resolves authorizing a temporary loan.
for the year 1900.

Resolve in favor of Estate of F. H.
Eaton.

Croix

REGULAR OHDER.

An act relating to free public libraries.

On motion by r. Brown of Falmouth,
this bill was indefinitely postponed.

An act to locate Androscoggin pond in
some county and town.

On motion by Mr. Belleau of Lewiston,
this bill was indefinitely postponed.

Resolve on the pay roll of the House.

On motion by Mr. danley the rules
were suspended, ‘the resolve was read
twice and svas passed to be engrossed.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act to amend chapter 42 of the Pub-
Laws of 1899.
n aect for ‘the better protection of
sheep in the town of Perry.
An act to repeal section 5 of chapter
806 of 'the Public Laws of 1897 relaiing to
taxes on wild lands.

FINALLY PASSED.
Resolve laying a :tax on ‘the counties
of ithe Stat- for .the years 1889 and 1900.
Mr. MOREY of Lewiston: At this
time I desire to introduce the following
resolve:
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Resolved, That the members of this
House extend at this time their thanks
to the speaker and their appreciation
of the just, able and impartial manner
in which he has presided over the de-
liberations at this session. (Applause.)

MR. MANLEY OF ATJGUSTA.

Mr. Clerk and Gentlemen: The time
has come for this session to close. A
little less than three months ago we
met as comparative strangers. We
part as friends. We can all with truth
declare,—there has been no animosity
of debate, no angry words uttered, no
intense feeling aroused, no prejudice
excited. For once, at least, members
of the two great political parties who
contend at the proper time for the

conirol of government, have acted
upon this floor in perfect harmony.

By no vote given or word uttered could
we know that there was any party dif-
. ference; and this is a high tribute to
the members of this House. We have
all risen above party, and every mem-
ber has acted as his judgment dictated
for the best interests of our State.

It is a wise provision of nature that
we all view every question from our
own standpoint, as it is the natural
order for mankind to be upon friendly
terms with one another. If we are all
engaged in a common purpose to up-
hold the welfare, credit and honor of
our State, it can but tend to increase
the world'srespectandadmiration. Em-
erson so beautifully expresses it when
he says: “We have a great deal more
kindness than is ever spoken,” and we
all know that “the only way to have a
friend is to be one,”* and that *‘life is
no life without friends.”

Five wvears ago Du Maurier wrote
“Trilby,” which had a marvelous sale.
It was read by millions in every sec-
tion of the world. Its strength, its
power, its beauty lay in the true pic-
ture of friendship which it graphically
described. Its characters were all hu-
man. They were not saints. They
were afflicted with the weaknesses of
mankind; but the strength of friend-
ship between Taffy, The Laird, and
-Little Billee was told with so much
truth, pathos and power that it will
ever be fresh in the minds of those wno
delight to read the English language.

Our speaker is entitled to our thanks,
to our praise, to the warm regard of

our friendship. He .has presided over
the deliberations of this body with
absolute fidelity, with great courtesy,—
always affable and considerate. He
has won our profound esteem; and we
all extend to him the wish that the re-
mainder of his life mayv be as bright,
as successful, and as happy as he has
been felicitious and just in discharging
his duties as speaker of this body.

Let me add my heartfelt wishes that
life may bring to you, one and all,
every blessing, and let me close as Du
Maurier closed his beautiful story of
Trilby, s

“A little work, a little play
To keep us going—and so, good day!

A little warmth, a little light
Of love's bestowing—and so, good night!

A little fun, to match the sorrow
Of each day’'s growing—and so, good mor-
row!

A little trust, that when we die
We reap our sowing; and so, good bye.™

(Applause.)

MR.PHILBRUOK OF WATERVILLE.

Mr. Clerk: I am sure, gentlemen of
the House, that I should not have dis-
charged my final duty to myself if I
did not take this opportunity to add, in
the most emphatic terms, my endorse-
ment of all that has been said re-
garding the presiding officer of the
House of the 6%th Legislature. I have
been placed in peculiar relations with
Colonel Stetson, so peculiar and so
delicate that it would not be in good
taste for me to enlarge here upon the
subject. Suffice it for me to say that
at no time during the many years dur-
ing which I have known Colonel Stet-
son have I ever found him less than a
true gentleman; and during the years
and the moniths which have passed
there has arisen between him and my-
self, I trust, a peculiarly tender feeling
of friendship and regard which I
know-—I speak advisedly—the experi-
ence of these 12 weeks has made more
enduring.

To you, Mr. Speaker, I tender my
heartfelt thanks for the courtesies T
have received, not only during the (2
weeks now drawing te a close, but
during the months and the years of
our mutual acquaintance and friend-
ship. And my most earnest prayer for
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vou is that your life may be long, and
that you may be surrounded by all the
joys and the blessings which come to
one who, like yourself, earns and is
entitled to them. (Applause.)

MR. SMITH OF PRESQUE ISLE.

Mr. Clerk: An enforced vacation of
the last ten days has about taken out
of me what life and energy I had, and
yet I feel that I cannot permit this
session of the Legislature to close
without attempting to make a few re-
marks.

I do not believe that the Legislature
of Maine ever had a speaker who has
tried harder to discharge his duties
faithfully and to be more impartial

_than the present speaker. I say he has
tried, and I believe he has succeeded
to the satisfaction of every member of
this House.

It is with mingled feelings of sorrow
and gladness that I witness the final

- close of this session, sorrow because I
must soon part from the many pleas-
ant acquaintances I have made during
this session, so many of which have al-
ready ripened into warm friendships,
as I trust that they all will; glad be-
cause with the last tap of the speaker’s
gavel, closes my legislative career.
And I am not sorry. For two sessions,
as a member of the 68th Legislature
and the 69th, both on the floor of this
House and in the commiitee room I
have endeavored to faithfully and im-
partially discharge the duties that de-
volved upon me without fear or favor.
How 1well I have succeeded you and
my constituents must determine.

We came here, as the gentleman
from Augusta (Mr. Manley) said, as
strangers. We came here with many
differences of opinion. We have dif-
fered on many things; and yet after
all, gentlemen, who knows but what
we all may have been right? In the ter-
minal station at the World’'s Fair
ground iu Chicago, into which I drifted
one day, my attention was attracted to
a large number of clocks arranged
around the quadrangle of the roof of
that massive building, and I discovered
on consulting my watch that those
clocks did not harmonize with my own
time-piece, and I wondered what the
cause could be. I looked again
above one of those clocks

and I saw written the -word
“Jerusalem;”’ above another, “Cairo;”
above another, “Hong Kong;” above

another, *‘Lisbon;” above another,
“Madrid;” above another, ‘Paris;"
above another, “London;” above an-

other, “New York;” and so on, and the
mystery was explained. Each clock
was keeping the time of the city which
it represented. Bach clock was exact-
ly right according to the meridian on
which the city it represented was 1o-
cated. And the thought came to me
then, as it has occurred to me often,
who knows but what after all that in
all matters on which we differ we may
all be right; that our differences of
opinion may simply depend on the
standpoint from which we view things.

We have all iried at this session, I
have no doubt, to-faithfully and im-
partially discharge each and every
duty that has come to us. We have all
come here with honest convictions.
‘We have all tried to do just right. We
have passed a great many bills. We
have passed a great many appropria-
tion bills. We have made many large
appropriations. Yet I do not believe
that there is a man in this House
who has voted for any bill, ap-
propriation or otherwise, that he did
not believe to be perfectly fair and
right. I have voted for one bill, this
session, the largest appropriation bill
we have passed this session, which two
years ago, I felt it my duty to oppose
and did oppose, for the reason that the
financial conditions of the State two
‘years ago, were different then from
what they are today. Two years ago,
the State of Maine was under a dark
cloud of financial gloom and distress,
and noone knew when that cloud would
lift. I then felt that we had better
postpone all action until we could see a
rift in the clcuds. But this session, to
my mind, those conditions have
changed, for, thanks to the magnifi-

-cent administration of President Mec-

Kinley, thanks to the Dingley tariff
bill-——the great +work of the mighty
dead—the golden sunlight of a renewed
prosperity is once more beginning to
shine upon the hills and the mountains
of the grand old State of Maine, and
to reach down into the valleys thereof
and spread out into the plains, and I
believe that we are now near the open
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sea of a new prosperity. Hence, I
thought we could safely vote the
money necessary to carry on the work
of that new home for those unfortunate
people who, under the influence of that
mystic touch which comes from where
we know not, have passed into the un-
- known land of insanity. As I have
said before, I have formed many
Ppleasant acquaintances here. I trust I
never skall forget the faces of any of
you whom I have met at this session.
Some of them are indelibly burned into
my memory, some of them will never
pass away. One of the first acquaint-
ances I formed when I came to this
sessinn, lhis winter, was that of my
rrlend, Colonr! Murphy from Lewiston.
Something about the man attracted my
attention, and I felt a respect for him,
and that respect deepened and grew
when I learned that while he loved to
sing that grand old Irish song, “The
Wearing of the Green,” that while he
loved the Shamrock and Thistle, yet
high above all he loved the country of
which he is an honored citizen; and
that for two years under the shining
folds of Old Glory he fought in de-
fense of this great TUnion; that on
Southern fields his ears heard the
siren-lilke music of whistling bullets;
that his flesh had felt the hot impact
of hostile missiles. Such men as he I
am proud to call my friends.

With the gentleman from Dresden (Mr.
McFadden) I had some differences of
opinion, but they were honest differences
of opinion. I never have questioned the
honesty and integrity of the gentleman
from Dresden and I never shall. But
those differences have all vanished, and
with me they will be zone forever with
the close of this session; because the gen-
tleman from Dresden has a record br:vht—
er and -~rander and greater, than I can
ever hope to achieve, for he too in his
early manhood, under tie most trying cir-
cumstances, found himself for a time
obliged to fight against the flag which he
loved, but wuen the firs opportunity pre-
sented itself, he joined the Union ranks
where he fought like a hero brave and
true for the preservation of his country.
And so good is his record and so gallant
was his conduct as a soldier, that I be-
lieve, yea, I know thar in the time to
come—which I trust is still afar off—
when in response to the last bugle call,
bidding him to report for duty above, this
old veteran with martial tread approaches
the shining gates of the celestial city, he
will hear from within the voice of Him
who died that men might uve, saying,
““Welcome, gallant defender of your coun-
try’s ﬂag, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord

T early recognized our friend from Clif-
ton (Mr, Chick) as one of the silent
forces of this House. I say silent, except
when he was sent over to the Senate to
convey a message and with his calliop2
voice, startled that august body like a
viast from fhe trump of doom. (Laugh-
ter and applause.) But, nevertheless, we
have recognized him as a power in this
House, the same kind of a power that
F0es bea.tmtr and pulsating along the
electrlc wire, which moves and sets n
motiion great and massive machinery.

I have heard some things said here
which have surprised me. I was surprised
the other day when my good friend, the
bright, able, keen lawyer from Skowhe-
gan (\Ir Merrill) rose in his place, and
with the simple, bland, child-like air of a
Chinaman selling to a Hottentot a red
flannel night shirt for Sunday-school
wear, and with all the solemnity of a mis-
sionary urging a south-sea islander to
wear sheepskin boots, a fur coat and em-
brace the true religion, said he did not
undertsand certain classic terms which I
had used in debate. (waughter.) I
thought if the gentleman was stating the
truth, he must be more dense than a
patent office report. (Laughter.) That
he must be more dull than the back-side
of a broad axe; that his powers of obser-
vation must be less than that possess2d
by the eyeless fishes of the Mammoth
cave of IKentucky, or else he has not im-
proved his opportunities. I have a lurk-
ing suspicion that his statement was one
of those sweet, innocent little fictions ac-
quired in childhood days, and which al-
ways cling to every man.

Now, gentlemen, my physical condition
is such that I ecan not spealk longer, if
I would, I wish to thank you for your
attention, and in closing I want Lo say
that T am about to return to my home in
the wilderness and T extend fo you and
to each of you a hearty invitation to visit
me there; and if you do come I avill take
you by the hand, and I will show you my
humble domicile with the laich string
hangine out a foot and a half, and I will
say to yvou as wuey say in AMexico, ‘‘Gen-
tlemen, this house and all it contains is
yours.” (Applause.)

MR. MOREY OF LEWISTON.

Mr. Clerlkk: In presenting the resolution
which I have just sent to the desk, it was
a pleasure for me to think that in this
session of eleven weeks the ery of party
has not once been raised on tne floor ot
this House. (Applause.)

As the gentleman from Augusta (Mr.
Manley) so well said, in this session of
the Legislature, party .eeling has been
abrogated, and we have all met here de-
terminea to do our best for ine interests
of the State as we view them; and now
after this session which has been abbre-
viated through the energetic action and
business-liie methods - our honored
spealter, we find ourselves ready now
within a few short hours to cut loose for-
ever from the ties which have bound us
together as the members of this House.

Gentlemen, we have formed friendships
free from rartisan rancor that will be as
lasting as the love which I hope may long
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remain in the many friends I have met
here on the floor of this House; and to
the brave-hearted men of this Legisla-
ture, to the kind-hearted men of this Leg-
islature, to the fair and impartial presid-
ing officer who has been to all members
courtesy itself, I wish for one to say to
you all, that we part with the pleasantest
and kindest feelings; and may this chap-
ter of our life book that has now closed
be one to which we can refer always with
the pleasantest of thoughts and the kind-
est of feelings. (Applause.)

MR. DAWSON OF »IONROE.

Mr. Clerk: We have heard from the
lawyers of this House in respect to this
resolution, and now it might be well for
me to say a word in behalf of another
class of people. I knew that when I came
to this House for the first time in my life,
and of course the chances are in small
towns, the way we are elected, that I
never shall again be a member, it was
with a ereat many misgivings.

I knew, of course, that I with others of
my calling would have to associate, we
might say, with altogether a different
class of peovle, than we were used to bhe-
ing associated with, and as I say it was
with a great deal of misgiving; but I am
happy to stafte that in my experience in
this House of Representatives, I with
others of my kind, have received nothing
but the kinaest consideration. The speak-
er of the House has given us no cause to
find any fault. We uave been taken by
the hand, from the highest to the lowest;
and now, in behalf of my people, who are
farmers, and also of our Grand Army, I
extend our cordial thanks and good will
to the speaker of this House of Represen-
tatives. (Applause.)

MR. MAXCY OF GARDINER.

Mr. Clerk and Gentlemen: I am
Dpleased.to second the resolution intro-
duced by the gentleman from Lewis-
ton, and I desire to thank the spealer
of this House for the able and impar-
tial manner in which he has presided
over the deliberations of this body.

And now the closing hours of this
Legislature are drawing near, and soon
we shall leave for our various homes.
A few weeks ago we came here as
strangers. We part as friends, carry-
ing with us a friendship that shall
never cease,

Pleased are we-at the thought of re-
turning to our own firesides, and of
again resuming our various occupa-
tions, but mingled with the pleasure of
that thought comes a feeling of sad-
ness, when we realize that we shall
probably mnever all meet again as a
legislative body.

Quickly the years come and go, and
each one brings its changes. With the

assembling of this House only 12 mem-
bers from the last one answered here
to the roll-call. In a comparatively
shourt time another House will assem-
ble, but a large number of these seats
will then be filled by strangers.

Our work is about finished, soon our
record will be made public, and I trust
that our acts will stand the test of
time.

In our discussions of the various
matters presented here, honest differ-
ences of opinion have existed, but I
believe that the thought of these dif-
ferences will be left behind, and I feel
sure that in the years to come, when
we recall our past lives, some of its
brightest memories will be of ‘the
happy hours passed in these halls.

As we now part I believe we shall
take with us an increased veneration,
and a greater love for this grand old
State, the land of our birth, and I be-
lieve that in the years to come, each
and every one of you will do all in
your power to aid in its development,
and to increase the prosperity, the wel-
fare and the happiness of our people.
(Applause.)

MR MURPHY OF LEWISTON.

Mr. Clerk: It gives me great pleasure
on this occasion to tender to the spzaiier
of this House my sincere and -cordial
thanlks for the many courtesies I have re-
ceived at his hands; and I desire to say
to the members of this House, one and
all, to them I tender my thanlks for the
many cordial greetings and considerations
I have received at their hands, and I
trust that as long as I live the meniory
of this session shall be fresh with e,
and without any extended remarks I Teel
that T can leave you all as friends. I
met you as strangers, and I trust that so
far as I am personally concerned I have
done that in my experience which I have
thought right. (Applause.)

MR. McFADDEN OF DRESDEN.

Mr. Clerk: Though I am not in a phy-
sical condition to say anything upon this
occasion, I cannot feel satisfied to let the
occasion pass without expressing my sen-
timents as well as I can. I assure you,
one and all, that I appreciate as much as
any man on the floor of this House the
justice and the absolute fairness which
the rulings of the speaker have always
manifested. I appreciate also the univer-
sal courtesy which he has extended to
every member of this House. While |1
have-differed with many of you upon the
duties which we owe to the people of the
State in matters of poliey, in matters of
conducting the charities and the edueca-
tional system of the State, I can say at
this hour that I have no ill feelings what-
ever towards any member for any differ-
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ences that have existed between us in
opinion. (Applause.) I know that I have
been sincere and I doubt not but each of
you have. I hope I have never during the
session indulged in any words that would
indicate a different phase of mind in
myself, for T have always endeavored to
respect the opinions and sentiments of
others.

I appreciate very fully the kind and
cordial words which the gentleman from
Presque Isle (Mr. Smith) has seen fit to
extend towards me on this occasion, and
I assure him that there is not lurking in
my breast any wrangling feeling, which
was Inspired by ridicule which the gentle~
man has so much power in using. 1 know
the temptation that always exists to use
that powerful instrument, and I do not
nnw cherish a thought in condemnation
or a care for what has occurred. (Ap-
plause.) The questions upon which we
have differed will be settled in one way
or another in the future, and I am con-
tent as we musL all be, to leave Lhe set-
tiement of these great questions to the
mature and deliberate judgment of the
people of the State.

Now, gentlemen, I wish that I was in
a better condition to express to you my
real sentiments, that my language was
more adequate,but withthefeeble and im-
perfect address 1 have made to you and
with the hope that we may all live to see
our fondest ambitions realized and our
highest aspirations attained, with the
hope that we may all live useful lives and
that we may finally meet in a better and
happier country where less differences oc-
cur, I heartily second the resolutions
which have been offered. (Applause.)

MR. PEASLEE OF WIBCASSET.

Mr. Clerk: I most heartily indorse the
resolution as presented, and I cannot sit
still without expressing to the spealier of
this House.my most heartfelt thanks for
the many courtesies he has always
showed to me. I has been necessary on
many occasions for me to consult him in
order to find my path here in the House,
and he has always so willingly and so
courteously showrn me attention, that I
have felt to look upon him as my guide.

I must say just a word to the members
of the House who have so kindly shown
me courtesies whenever it has become my
duty, as I have felt, to speak upon the
floor of this House. I have felt that you,
gentlemen, all listened to me with atten-
tion, and I thank you for it. I most
heartily thank you for the kindness you
have shown me in helping me in the
vapjous things which I have undertaken;
and I must say in regard to the gentle-
man from Dresden (Mr. McFarlane) that
I am very glad indeed nmow to hear his
remarks. While you know we have had
some differences of opinion on the ticor
of the House, I have always known of
his very kindly feelings toward me, yvhile
I have sustained the same toward him,
yet, now I know you will all understand
this feeling if you have not before. While
we have differed, I have yet the utmost
respect for him, and we have always met
pleasantly and kindly; and I must say

that the accuaintances which I have
made here, the very pleasant acquaint-
ances, will be for me to think of in the
future very pleasant indeed. (Applause.)

MR. MERRILL OF SKOWHEGAN.

Mr. Clerk: It is with a great degree of
satisfaction that I second the sentiments
contained in the resolve in favor of our
most admirable speaker.

When I came to this House I was a
stranger to most of you, and most of
you were strangers, entirely so. to me,
but it has been a very pleasant season
for me during this session, and the ac-
quaintances which I have formed havas
been of the most pleasant character, and
I hope, gentlemen, that I have not in any
words, or in any acts, or in the expres-
sion of any opinion of my own, done it in
a manner that was distasteful or unsatis-
factory to any member of this House;
and I thank you all gentlemen, for the
very kind attention and the very kind
expressions of friendship which I have
received at your hands, and I hope as we
are apout to part from this association,
that in the future we may meet many
and many times, and meet as friends; and
if there should ever be an opportunity
that you may be able to come to my
town, I most cordially invite you one and
all to come and see me and call on me
as a friend; and I most heartily second
the resolution. (Applause.)

Mr, PARKHURST of Bangor: I most
heartily subscribe to the sentiments con-
tained in the resolution presented by the
gentleman from Lewiston (Mr. Morey). I
second thai resolution and in deing so, I
take occasion to express to the mem-
bers of the House my kind appreciation of
the kindly and courteous treatment which
I, in common with the other members
have received from our speaker. I do
not believe that the chair of this House
has ever been graced by a gentleman
more anxious to perform the arduous du-~
ties which fall upon the speaker of the
House of Representatives, by 2 man who
has tried more faithfully in serving us
and aiding us in the performance of our
duty, and also serve the State. I feel,
gentlemen, a keen sense of regret at the
prospect of parting as we shall this eve-

ning. In-common with the rest of you I
knew comparatively few of my asso-~
ciates in the present House. I believe

now that there is not within the sound
of my voice a single man into whose eyes
I cannot look, and whose hand I cannot
take, and to whom I cannot address the
sentiments of friendship. I hope in the
vears to come that it may be my good
fortune to see all of vou, to welcome you

at my home and to continue there the as- /-

sociations that have been so pleasant to
me here. (Applause.)

MR. CHICK OF CLIFTON.

Mr. Clerk: It is peculiarly gratifying to
me to have listened to the good words
which have been spoken in reference to
our honored speaker, a member from our
county, and I want to say a word in be-
half of the more humble members of the
House—we fellows that belong away up
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in the backwoods. It has been very
gratifying to me and to the other coun-
try members from our county, as has
been often expressed to me this winter,
the universal courtesy which they have
received at his hands, and I heartily co:-
cur in seconding the resolution which has
been offered; and here allow me to say
personally that I-want to express my sin-
cere thanks to every member of this
House, which I believe has been a House
of unusual courtesy, one to the other.
For many days I have had some misgiv-
ing and regret as the close of this session
approached, and I can find no way to sar-
isfy my mind in leaving you, other than
to come into possession of a copy of the
group picture of this Legislature which
hangs in the lobby today, and it will be
a gratification to me in the days to come
in my humble home when I look upon
your faces, as I may pick out member
after member who have been kind an‘l
courteous to me, all the way from Port-
land to Calais, and as has been forcibly
expressed once before in this House, from
Kittery to Caribou, and that will take in
my friend, tbe judge from Presque Isle,
it will be peculiarly gratifying and com-
forting to me to look upon your faces.

I thank you most kindly, Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen of the House, for the
courtesy shown me, the backwoods mem-
ber from Penobscot county. (Applause.)

MR. MERRILL OF NEW GLOUCES-

TER.

Mr. Clerk: It affords me great pleas-
ure to express my gratitude to this body
that has always extended the greatest
courtesy to me. I deem it a pleasure to
have the friendship of-every man in this
House. I wish especially to thank our
speaker for the unvarying h.ndness he
has shown me and also for his impartial-
ity to the members of the minority body
in this Legislature in making up the com-
mitiees at the beginning of this session.
He has ruled impartially and been just
to all and on behalf of the Democrats of
this House I wish to heartily second the
resolutions presented.

The resolulion was given a unanimous
passage by a rising vote.

RESPONSE OF SPEAKER STETSON.

Cientlemen of the House; it is with
feelings of profound gratitude that I de-
sire to express to you all my sincere ap-
preciation of thé many nleasant things
which you have said of your presiding
officer. both in the resolutions which have
becn offered and in the remarks which
* have been made.

Some three short months ago we as-
sembled here as members of the 69th
Legislature, and you elected me as your
presiding officer. I have endeavored to
be fair and just to every member, and
have endeavored to the best of my abili-
ity to perform the duties of this office.
I sincerely appreciate the remarks that
have been made by the members on the
floor of this House in seconding this
resolution, and in the many years that I
hope to live I shall treasure up as fond
memories the days when I formed the

friendship, which I know and feel will be
lasting, of many men over our entire
State.

Coming as we have from all sections of
our State, representing both political
parties, I can truly say that I believe
your actions have been jus. and fair and
for the best interests of our State, irre-
spective of locality or party affiliations.

1 desire to express my appreciation to
those members of the committee on en-
grossed bills and bills in the third read-
ing, who have so faithfully and conscien-
tiously performed the worlk to which they
were assigned, and I can truly say that

‘the ease and despatch with which the

business of this section has been accom-
plished has been due in a great measure
to he conscientious work of all the gen-
tlemen on these two comniittees; and as
I have consulted with men in the en-
grossing denartment, I think I am au-
thorized to say that in no former Legis-
lature have men assumed the onerous
duties of these committees so willingly
and so faithfully as that of the 69th
Legislature.

Perhaps I am as well qualified and can
realize more than any member on the
floor of this House the arduous and
faithful duties whiclh have been per-
formed by our efficient clerk, and I as-
sure you, gentlemen, it has been a pleas-
ure to your presiding officer to be asso-
ciated with a gentleman of so much abil-
ity and attainment: and I believe that
I voice the sentiments of all the members
when I say that I believe it is thé wish
of us all that some day his wish may be
gratified to occupy a place in a depart-
ment of this State. (Applause.)

The G9th Legislature will go down as
one composed of representative men, men
who knew how to act and to vote for
what they thought was for the best inter-
est of our State, and I believe the his-
tory of this Legislature will be such as
will carry out the remarks which I have
made, for it is well known that they are
men of abinty; and I believe the fair and
honorable and frank discussion of all
measures that have come before this
House, sitting as I have here in the chair,
and the feeling that has come up from
the floor of this House that every mem-
ber shall and will have fair treatment,
rules or no rules, (applause) made me
feel that each man was willing and more
than willing that every one should have
the fullest opnortunity to say all that he
wanted on any subject that was pending
for legislative action.

Thanking you. gentlemen, for this op-
portunity of expressing to you my heart-
felt approval for this most cordial reso-
lution, I now close with once again
thanking you at this which may be my

last opportunity in this Legislature. (Ap-
plause.)
Mr. PARKHURST of Bangor: At the

commencement of our legislative work it
was my fortune to present to our caucus
the name of a gentleman who, during the
days of this session, has aided us in the

conduct of our business, who has as-
sisted our imperfect knowledge of the
rules governing the progress of this

House. I am doubly gratified at the pres-
ent time to have the opportunity of pre-
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senting to this House a resolution thank-
ing him for his work during the session.

Resolved, that the thanks of the mem-
bers of this House be tendered to W. S.
Cotton for the conspicuous ability that
he has displayed in the discharge of his
duties as clerk of this House, and for the
uniform patience and courtesy with which
he has treated the members.

I move the unanimous adoption of the
resolution. (Applause.)

c_'lI‘he resolution was unanimously adop*-
ed.

Mr. PHILBROOK of Waterville: It is
an easy matter sometimes for us to speak
of those who are within the hearing of
our voice, but do you ever think that
there are those who may be far away and
who are as much interested in our pro-
ceedings as we are ourselves? Away un
on the northern border of our State today
is sitting an old man, whose time must
soon come to take his place in that house
which is not made with hands. Those
who have had the pleasure of serving in
former Legislatures know well the kind
heart and genial manner and the goodl
graces of William Dickey. (Applause.)
Before we close this session I would have
it go out that we have not forgotten him.
I have no doubt that there is no member
of this House who has followed the pro-
ceedings of this body with more earnest-
ness, with more care and with more in-
telligence than has the venerable sage of
Fort Kent; and I talke the privilege of in-
troducing this order.

Ordered, that the clerk of the House be
directed to send the following communi-
cation to Hon. William Dickey of Fort
Kent:

Dear Sir: In the closing hours of the
69th Legislature the House of Represen-
tatives remembers with loving respect the
gentleman who has so many times repre-
sented Fort Kent in this body. TWe have
missed his kindly presence and vaiuable
suggestions during this term, and bez
him to accept our sincere wishes that his
health and strength may be spared to himn
for many years, and thaL every earthly
Jjoy may attend him as he approaches the
sunset hour of life. (Applause.)

The order received a unanimous pas-
sage. .
| On motiou by Mr. Manley the House
took a2 recess till § o’clock this evening.

EVENING SESSION.

Mr. JManley from the commitiee on
financial affairs reported ought to pass
on resolve to provide in part for the ex-
{)S%gd'Ltux'es of government for the year

On meotion by Mr. Manley the rules
were suspended the resolve was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed.

Same gentleman from same committee
reported same on resolve to provide in
part for the expenditures of government
for the year 1900. L

On motion by Mr. Manley, the rules
were suspended, the resolve was read
twice and was passed to be engrossed.

An act relating to political caucuses in
towns, came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed.

The House reconsidered its action
whereby this wv:.. was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. King, the House ra-
ceded and concurred with the Senate in
its indefinite postponement.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act relative to the desecration or
mutilation or improper use of the flag of
the United States or of this State.

FINALLY rASSED.

Resolve making an appropriation :o
cover deficiency for cattle killed on az-
count of tuberculosis by cattle commis-
sioners. ’

Resolve in favor of the York County
Agricultural Society.

Resolve in favor of the committee on
the Bath Military and Naval Orphan
Asylum.

Resolve in favor of the typewriters and
stenographers of the presiding officers
and the secretary and clerk of the Senate
and House.

Resolve in favor of building
Maine Industrial School for Girls.

The House took a recess until 10.45.

AFTER RECESS.

A life-sized nortrait of the Speaker was
brought into the niouse.

Mr. MOREY of Lewiston: Mr. Speaker
and Gentlemen of .the House: I was but
recently requested to make a few remarks
on this occasion, which, while it is one of
pleasure, is also one of sadness to us. 1
have been requested, Mr. Spealter, in be-
half of your many friends in this Legis-
lature, in behalf of those who know what
a friend is, who prize a friend, to present
you with a little gift that shall be to you,
we trust, a pleasant memory as the years
come and go. A flower plucked by the
roadside is charming from its beauty anil
from its fragrance. This gift to you, Mr.
Speaker, coming as it does, spontaneously
from the hearts of your fellow members,
the gentlemen over whom you have pre-
sided for so many weeks with great fidel-
ity, and the true spirit of justice that has
marked your rulings, comes, I say, to you
as a token, as a fragrant memory that
these members desire it to give to you,
as representing merely the friendship
that they have for you, and the memories
that they wish you to retain of them. We
present it to you, Mr. Speaker, and bear
in mind that it is a greater pleasure for
us to give to you something that will
cherish the memory of the members of
this House when life shall .grow old and
age shall come and go with the most of
us, that to you in a1l the time of life, now
in the meridian, as you go down the sun-

for the

set slope, it shall be to vou a living mem- /~

ory of your friends of the 60th Legisla-
ture. (Applause). And as we make our
farewells now, as we give to the Spealkar
this token of our memory, we wish you,
Mr. Speaker, to accept it and keep it with
you; because of ail the pleasures of life
there is nothing so priceless as the jewel
of friendship; and this, symbolized by
that little *olten, we give and offer to
you. (Anpiause).

The SPEAKER: AMr. Morey and Gen-~
tlemen of the House: I accept with pleas-

ure this present which you have so kindly
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given me, not perhaps for its intrinsic
worth, but as a memento of the kind'v
spirit with waich it is given. I shall take
the picture to my home; I shall hang jt
on the wall; and as I look at the face it
will reflect to me the faces of you all; and
in the reflection of those faces will conie
back to me the memories of the pleasant
and happy days which we passed together
in this House. (Applause). And may I
hope that this friendship whieh has su
pleasantly started between us will con-
tinue, and that we shall treasure fond
memories of the happy three months we
have spent together here at Augusta
working for tue Inierests of the State.
And may this fond friendsnip endure be-
tween us all as long as life shall last. I
thank you. (Apriause).

Mr. CHICK of Clifton, proposed three
cheers for the Speaker, which were given.

PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act to provide in part for the ex-
:Ilnc%gditures of movernment for the year

An act to provide in part for the expen-
ditures of government for the vear 1900.

An act to regulate the admission to
practice of attorneys, solicitors and coun-
sellors and to provide for a board of ex-
aminers and to repeal conflicting acts.

FINALLY PASSED.

Resolve on the pay roll of the Senate.

Resolve on the pay roil of the House.

Resolve in favor of the messenger Lo
the committee on railroads, telegraphs
and expresses, the messenger to the com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game, ihe
messenger to the committee on sea and
shore fisheries, the messenger to the com-
mitte on ducation and the temporary as-
sistant to the librarian.

Mr. Smith of Presque Isle, presented the
following:

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of
this House be given to its assistant clerk
and the other officers of the House for
the able, faithful and efficient manner in
which they have discharged their duties.

The order received a passage.

A message was received from the Sen-
ate, through Senator Stearns of Aroos-
took, that the Senate had transacted all
business before it and was readys ‘o ad-
journ without day.

On motion by Mr.

Smith of Presque
Isle,

that gentleman was aopointed to
convey message to the Senate informing
that body that the House had transicted
all business before it and was ready to
adjourn with day.

Mr. Smith subsequently reported that
he had discharged the duty assipned him.

The_ following Senate order was re-
ceived:

Ordered, that a committee of three on
the part of the Senate with such as the
House may join be appointed to wait on
the Governor and inform him that both
branches of the Legislature have acted
on all matters before them and are ready
to receive any communication he may be
DPleased to make.

The order received a passage in con-
currence. .

The Speaker appointed on the part of
the House Messrs. Manley of Augusta,

Guernsey of Dover, West of Biddeford,
Garcelon of Lewiston, Wood of Camden.
Fuller of Auburn, and Fitz of Durham.

Mr. Manley for the committee subse-
quently reported that theyhad discharged
the duty assigned them and that the Gov-
ernor was pleased to say that he would
forthwith send a list of the acts and re-
solves which he has signed, and that he
had no further communication to make.

Forthwith. a communication was re-
ceived from the Governor transmitting a
list of the acts and resolves passed by
this Legislature, and approved by the
Governor, numbering 337 acts and 117 re-
solves, also one act and 13 resolves which
had become effective without his signa-
ture; and that he had no further com-
munication to make.

Mr. Virgin of Portland, presented the
following order: X X

Ordered, that in token of its apprecia-
tion of the uniform courtesy and strict
impartiality of the Speaker, the House
now present to the Speaker the gavel used
by him during the session.

The order received a passage.

On motion by Mr. Manley of Augusta,
the Spealker, at 11.15 o’clock P. M., de-
ciared the House adjourned without day.
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