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An act relating to sealers of weights
and measures. .

An act to establish the salary of the
judge of probate for the county of
Hancock.

An act to incorporate the Andover
Village Corporation.

An act to incorporate the Van Buren
Water Company.

An act relating to Chapter 472 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1897, en-
titled ““An act to incorporate the Liver-
more Falls Light and Power Com-
pany.”

An.act to legalize the calling and
holding of the town meeting of the
town of Jefferson in the year of our
Liord 1897.

An act to incorporate the Dixfield
Fire Engine Company.

An act to amend Section 44 of Chap-
ter 2 of the Revised Statutes relating
to the distribution of printed copies of
the Public Laws.

An act to set off the town of Trescott
and annex the same to the town of Ed-
munds.

An act to amend Section 19 of Chap-
ter 242 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1895, relating to the charter of the
city of South Portland.

An act to extend the charter of the
Orono Water Company.

FINALLY PASSED,

Resolve in favor of blasting a ledge
in the town of Frenchville in the coun-
ty of Aroostoolk.

Resolve in favor of Lee
Academy.

Resolve in favor of Wilton Academy.

Resolve in favor of the city of -Bidde-
ford.

On motion by Mr. Pike of York,

Adjourned.

Normal

HOUSE.

Tuesday, March 7, 1899.

Prayer by Rev. Father Doherty of
Augusta. R

The following Senate bills were read
and assigned:

Bill an act to exterd the charter of
the Bluehill Water Company.
© Bill an act to incorporate the Lily
Water Company.

Bill an act authorizing the trustees
of the ministerial fund in the Congre-
gational Society in Buxton to apply
the interest of said fund toward the
payment of the minister’s salary.

Bui an act to extend and amend the
charter of the Castine Railway Navi-
gation Company.

Senate amendment “A’ to this bill
was .adopted.

The foregoing bills were read the
third time and passed to be engrossed
under suspension of the rules on mo-
tion by Mr. Philbrook of Waterville.

Bill an act to fix the salaries of the
judge and register of probate for the
county of Waldo.

Read the third time and passed to be
engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Hill of Belfast.

Bill an act for the better protection
of clams.

Senate amendment ““A,” to this bill
was adopted. The bhill was then read
the third time and passed to be en-
grossed as amended under suspension.
of the rules on motion by Mr. Phil-
brook of Waterville.

Bill an dct for the better protection
of ship masters and seamen.

Read the third time and passed to be
engrossed under suspension of the rules
on motion by Mr. Chase of Portland.

Bill an act to repeal chapter 280, of
the Private and Special Laws of 1883,
relating to the use of rafts or floats in-
fishing for smelts in Bagaduce river.

The following petitions, bills, ete.,
were presented and referred:

JUDICIARY.

By Mr. Hill of Belfast—Petition of
John Fletcher and 26 others of Belfast,
in favor of the passage of the veteri-
nary registration bill.

Petition of C. W. Pierce and 27 others
of Brooks in favor of same.

By Mr. Sutherland of Biddeford—Re-
monstrance of F. H. Cousinsandothers,
against the passage of the law relative
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to gift enterprises in the sale of per-
sonal property.

By Mr. Parkhurst of Bangor-—Re-
monstrance of George H. McCasker
and 25 others of Bangor, against same.

By Mr. Virgin of Portland—Remon-
strance of Thurston Buck and 22 others
of Portland, against same. .

Remonstrance of S. E. Randall and
52 others of Portland, against same.

By Mr. Parkhurst of Bangor—Re-
monstrance of Mrs. H. Gallagher and
40 others, against same.

LEGAL ATFFAIRS.

By Mr. Fogg of Freeport—Petition
of H. C. Brewer and 81 others for a
village corporation in the town of
Freeport.

By Mr. Chase of Portland—Bill an
act in relation to the inspection of
“nillk.

PLACED ON FILLE,
* By Mr. Belleau of Lewiston—Re-
monstrance of Howard Brothers and
20 others of Lewiston, against any
amendment to the present 'law in re-
gard to trustee process.
ORDERS,

On motion of Mr. Morey of Lewiston,

Ordered, That the committee on legal
affairs inquire into the expediency of
amending chapter 94, paragraph 2, of
the Revised Statutes, relating to land-
lords and tenants and report by bill or
otherwise.

. Mr. Hix of Rockland, presented the
following resolution which was unani-
mously adopted:

Whereas, Representative Charles C.
‘Wood is detained at home on account
of the death of his brother:

Resolved, That the sympathy of this
House be extended to him in his
bereavement.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. Macfarlane from the committee
on inland fisheries and game, on peti-
tion of George A. Lord and others that
law limiting to 25 pounds per annum
the amount of trout and land-locked
salmon to be taken by any person in
Nicatous lake, stream and tributaries,
reported that same be referred to the
commissioners of inland fisheries and
game, as the subject matter of the pe-
titioners properly comes under their
jurisdiction by general law.

Mr. Smith from the committee on the
judiciary, reported ought not to pass

on bill an act additional to chapter 28,
of the Revised Statutes, relating to the
business of an apothecary.

Mr. Mecfarlane from the committee
on inland fisheries and game, on peti-
tion of Silas B. Adams and others, that
the proposed amendment to the game
law malking the sale of ruffled grouse
and woodcock illegal at all time, re-
ported that the same has been incor-
porated in the general law now before
the Legislature.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported same on Dbill an act to
amend section 21, chapter 30, of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to inland fish-
eries and game as amended by chapter
125, of the Laws of 1895.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill an act for
tlie better protection of deer in the
county of Androscoggin.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported same on bill an act to
amend section 1, of chapter 157, of the
Private and Special Laws of 1895, re-
lating to the protection of fish in Lake
George in Somerset county.

Mr. Fuller from the committee on
claims, reported leave to withdraw on
petition of Susan J. Tukey for payment
of certain sums of money on account of
services and disbursements of the late
George W. Tukey for and in behalf of
the State of Maine.

Mr. Peaslee from the Lincoln County
Delegation, on bill an act to amend sec-
tion 4, of chapter 115, of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the register of
probate in Lincoln county, reported,
that same be referred to the joint
special committee on salaries.

Mr. Hopkins from the committee on
legal affairs, reported ought to pass
on bill an act to extend the charter of
the Maine Live Stock Insurance Com-
pany. )

Mr. Chase from same committee, on
bill an act to authorize Franklin and
Somerset Land and Lumber Company
to hold stock and bonds in other cor-
porations, reported ought to pass in
new draft bill an act to authorize the
Franklin and Somerset Land and
Lumber Company to hold the stock
and bonds of South Branch Improve-
ment Company.

Mr. Chamberlain from the committee
on agriculture, on petition, reported re-
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solve in favor of North Berwick Agri-
cultural Association.

Mr. Macfarlane from the commlttee
on inland fisheries and game, reported
ought to pass on bill an act to prevent
the killing of tern.

Mr. Fuller from the committee on
claims, reported ought to pass in new
draft, same title, resolve in faver of
the town of Rockport.

Mr. .Sutherland from the committee
on Maine State prison, on order, re-
ported resolve in favor of the Maine
State prison.

The reports were accepted and bills
and resolves ordered printed wunder
joint rules,

READ AND ASSIGNED. .

Bill an act to amend Sections 3 and §
of Chapter 268 of the Public Laws of
1893, as amended by Chapter 84 of the
Public Laws of 1895, and Chapter 249
of the Public Laws of 1897, relating to
the organization and control of street
railroads.

‘Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. Macomber of Augusta.

Resolve in favor of building for the
Maine Industrial School for Girls.

Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. Chase of Portland, and
Friday, March 10, assigned for its con-
sideration.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Indus-
trial School for Girls.

Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. Chase of Portland and
Friday next, March 10, assigned for its
consideration.

Resolve in favor of Wiscasset Acad-
emy.

Resolve providing for an
or emergency fund.

Bill an act to prevent the taking of
smelts by drag seine in the waters of
Buck’s harbor, Orcutt’s harbor and
Lawrence bay in the town of Brooks-
ville.

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under supervision of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville.

Bill an act to amend an act entitled
“An act to annex Franklin Plantation
in the county of Oxford to the towns
of Rumford and Peru, approved by the
Governor, February 21, A. D. 1899.”

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under supervision of the

epidemic

rules on motion by Mr. Chase of Port-
land.

Bill an act to incorporate the Houl-
ton Trusi Company.

On motion of Mr. Philbrook of Wa-
terville rules were suspended, the bill
read the third time and passed to be
engrossed.

Bill an act to incorporate the Win-
throph Telegraph and Telephone Com-
pany.

Was read twice and tomorrow as-
signed for third reading. Subsequent-
ly on motion of Mr. Philbrook of Wa-
terville, the vote whereby the House
assigned tomorrow for the third read-
ing of the bill was re-considered and
on motion of same gentleman rules
were suspended, bill read the third
time, and passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Macomber of Au-
gusta, the vote whereby +the House
passed the bill to be engrossed, was
re-considered and on motion of same
gentleman the bill was tabled.

Bill an act to incorporate the Mon-~
mouth Center Village Corporation.

Read the third time and passed to be
engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville.

Were severally read twice. On mo-
tion of AMr. Manley of Augusta, rules
were suspended, bills severally read
the third time, passed to be engrossed
and were sent to the Senate.

Bill an act relating to the Wiscas~
set and Moosehead ILake Telegraph
and Telephone Company.

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville.

Bill an act to extend the charter of
tlie Lewiston, Augusta and Camden
Railroad Company.

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville. A

Bill an act to amend Section 1 of
Chapter 119 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1881, entitled “An act to pro-
hibit the taking of spawn herring
within certain limits in “Milbridge or
Narraguagus bay.”

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Cherry-
field, rules were suspended, bill read
the third time, passed to be engrossed
and sent to the Senate.
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Biil an act to incorporate the Lubec
Water and Electric Light Company.

Read the third time and passed to be
engrossed under the suspension of
rules on motioh by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville.

Bill an act creating the Dixfield Vil-
lage Corporation.

Read the third time and passed to be
engrossed under suspension of the rules
on motion by Mr. Philbrook of Water-
ville.

Bill an act to provide for insurance
on the Gorham Normal school build-
ings, Farmington Normal school build-
ing, Castine Normal school building
and Madawaska Training school build-
ings.

‘On motion of Mr. Philbrook of Wa-
terville, rules were suspended, the bill
read the third time and passed to be
engrossed.

Bill an act to establish a municipal
court in the town of East Livermore.

On motion of Mr. Morey of Lewiston,
rules were suspended, bill read the
third time and passed to ie engrossed.

Bill an act to amend and additional
to Chapter 285, Public Laws of 1897, re-
lating to sea and shore fisheries.

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Manley of Au-
gusta.

Resolve in favor of the city of Au-
gusta.

Bill an act to amend Chapter 180 of
the Private and Special Laws of the
vear 1879, establishing the police court
of the city of Belfast as amended by
Chapter 428 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1835.

On motion of Mr. Hill of Belfast,
rules were suspended, bill read the
third time and passed to be engrossed.

Bill an act to extend the rights,
powers and privileges of the Mopang
Dam and Improvement Company.

Bill an act relating to Chapter 366 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1897,
entitled “An act to incorporate the
Livermore Falls Water Company.

Read the third timve and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
‘Waterville.

Bill an act to set off part of Town-
ship No. 7 in the county of Hancock
and annex the same to the town of
Sullivan. .

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Bridgham of
Sullivan.

Bill an act to amend Section 3 of
Chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, ‘as
amended by Chapter 295, Public Laws
of 1897, vrelating to discontinuing
schools and conveying school children.

Bill an act to amend Chapter 282 of
the laws of 1889, relating to railroad
crossings.

Bill an act to amend Section 196 of
Chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Section 5 of Chapter 70 of
the Public Laws of 1895, relating to the
sale of real estate for non-payment of
taxes.

Bill an act to amend Section 2 of
Chapter 80 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to sheriffs and their deputies.

Bill an act giving mortgagees a lien
for costs of foreclosure under Section
5 of Chapter 90 of Revised Statutes.

Bill an act to amend #ection 14 of
Chapter 63 of the Revised Statutes re~
lating to registers of probate.

Bill an act amendatory of and addi-
tional to Chapter 143 of the Revised
Statutes relating to the Insane &Lospi-
tal.

Were severally read twice and to-
morrow assigned for third reading.

Bill an act to prevent incompetent
persons from conducting the business
of an apothecary.

Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. McFadden of Dresden,
and Friday, March 10, assigned for its
consideration.

Bill an act to incorporate the Lis-
bon and Topsham Water Company.

Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. Jordan of Lisbon, and
Friday, March 10, assigned for its con-
sinderation.

' Bill an act to amend Sections 3 and
6 of Chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the organization of railroad
companies under general law.

‘Was tabled pending first reading on
motion of Mr. Macomber of Augusta.

Bill an act relating to the charter of
the Wiscasset & Quebec Railroad.

Read the third time and passed to
be engrossed under suspension of the
rules on motion by Mr. Philbrook of
Waterville.

Were severally read twice. On mo-
tion of Mr. Philbrook of Waterville,
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read the third time, passed to be en-
grossed and sent to the Senate.

Bill an act to incorporate the Booth-
bay Harbor Banking Comany.

On motion of Mr. Peaslee of Wiscas-
set, rules were suspended, bill read the
third time and passed to be engrossed.

Bill an act to authorize the town of
Skowhegan to perfect its title to the
school property in said town.

On motion of Mr. Merrill of Skowhe-
gan, rules were suspended, bill read
the third 'time and passed +to be en-
grossed.

Bill an act to amend Section 18 of
Chapter 63 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to the appointment of registers
of probate.

On motion of Mr. Chase of Portland,
rules were suspended, bill read the
third time and passed to be engrossed.

Resolve apportioning the appropria-
tion for the deaf, dumb and blind for
the year 1899.

On motion of Mr. Manley of Augusta,
rules were suspended, resolve read the
second time and passed to  be en-
grossed.

PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED.

Bill an act relating to steam riding
galleries.

Bill an act to amend Chapter 235 of
the Public Laws of 1897, relating to
discontinuing schools and conveying
school children.

Bill an act to increase the salary of
the register of probate of the county
of Knox.

PASSED TO BE ENMNACTED.

An act to consolidate, simplify, re-
vise and amend the laws pertaining to
inland fisheries and game as contained
in Chapters 30 and 40 of the Revised
‘Statutes and in amendments and ad-
ditions thereto, and to repeal old and
obsolate private and special laws per-
tairing to fishing in the public waters
of the State.

An act to amend Chapter 11 of the
Public Laws of 1897, authorizing cities
and towns to accept legacies, devises
and bequests and to raise money.

An act relating to the jurisdiction of
the superior court for the county of
Kennebhec.

An act to regulate the taking of
herring in the town of Cutler.

349
‘rules were suspended, bills severally An act to amend Chapter 72, Special

Laws of 1897, in relation to the taking
of fish in Nequasset lake.

An act to establish a Naval Reserve
as a part of the National Guard of the
State of Maine.

An act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 216 of 'the Public Laws of 1893, as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 295 of
the Public Laws of 1897, relating to dis-
continuing schools and conveying
school children.

An act to amend section 65 of chapter
70 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by
chapter 101 of the Public Laws of 1891, re-
lating to fees in insolvency proceedings.

An act to extend the charter and rights
of the Sanford Mills.

An act to amend section 1 of chapter
525 of the Private and Special Laws of
the year 1885, relating to the Presque Isle
village fire department.

An act toxamend chapter 450 of the Pri-
vate and Special Laws of 1893, incorpo-
rating the city of Eastport.

An act to amend section 1 of chapter
201 of the Private and Special Laws of
1854, relating to Bridgton Center Village
Corporation.

An act to amend chapter 135 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1895 and acts additional there
to, relating to the Bath municipal court.

An act to repeal a resolve in favor of
F. E. Southard.

An act to fix the salary of the sheriff
of the county of Waldo. -

FINALLY PASSEL.

Resolve in favor of the committee on
State Reform school.

Resolve in favor of building a bridge
across the Fish river in the town of Fort
Kent, Aroostook county.

Resolve in aid of repairing the bridge
across the Narraguagus river in the town
of Milbridge.

Resolve in favor of Freedom Academy.

Resolve providing for an office for the
department of inland fisheries and game
in the State House.

Resolve respecting the cemetery lot of
the late Governor William King.

ORDERS OF THE DAY,

Mr. GARDNER of Patten: I move to
take from the table House document No.
260, an act to amend section 42 of chapter
6 of the Revised Statutes as amended by
chapter 166 of the Public Laws of 1893,
relating to taxation of railroads.

The motion was agreed to.
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Mr. GARDNER: I now move that this
bill be referred to the committee on tax-
ation. :

Mr. SMITH of Presque Isle: Before that
motion is put I wish t0 move an amend-
ment to the motion, if an amendment
would be in order. I wish to amend the
motion so it shall be a motion to indefi-
nitely postpone. I do not intend to in-
flict many remarks on you at this time,
first, because I am not competent to make
any extended remarks, and, secondly, be-
cause I am not in a physical condition,
this morning, to speak at any great
length. But I wish to call your attention
to the fact that all eourts are supposed
to be conducted along lines of fairness,
equity and justice. I would further call
your attention to the fact that this Leg-
islature is the general court of the State
of Maine. It is a court clothed with ex-
traordinary powers. It is the law making
court, the law making power of the State,
limited only by the organic law of the
State; and it is but just and fair that
every measure and every party that
comes here should have a fair and jusi
consideration.

Now, then, right in the closing days of
this session, at the very time when we
are about putting on our overcoats and
overshoes and getting ready to go home,

we find ourselves confronted with one of

the most important measures that has
been brought into this House at this ses-
sion. I want to say at this time that I
am not what is termed a corporation
man, as I tnink my corporation friends
through this State very well know. I am
not what is termed a railroad man; for,
{f I recollect right, I have never done a
clip of business for any railroad corpora-
tion in this State for the last 12 years, ex-
cept that I did once write a fervent, glow-
ing and extremely truthful account of the
fish and game in a certain section of
Aroostock county for publication in one
of the railroad publications of this State—
and I flatter myself that I did that job
almost as well as could have been done
by our briliiant and versatile friend of
the Lewiston Journal, Holman F. Day.
And for that little matter I will say I
was paid. R
Now this bill which we have before us,
and which the gentleman seeks to have
referred to the commitiee on taxation
and asks to have considered at this ses-
sion, pertains to the matter of taxation
of railroads. I have long been of the

opinion, from such information as I pos-
sessed, that the railroads of this State
are not paying taxes enough. Just what
that rate should be, or just what the in-
crease should be, I am not prepared to
say; and I do not believe—if there is

-necessity for an increase in the rate of

taxation on railrcads—I do not believe
that there is a man in this House, I do
not believe that there is 2 man in this
building, I don't care who he is, that can
state, today, with any definiteness as to
just what the increased rate should be,
just what rate can be fixed that will be
just and equitable both to the railroads
and to the people of the State of Maine.

Now, then, the railrogads are taxed ac-
cording to their gross transportation re-
ceipts. The question has been raised and
argued that railroad property should be
taxed the same as other property Iis
taxed, according to its value, instead of
being taxed according to its gross trans-
portation receipts. There is some force
in that argument. That is one of the mat-
ters that, at the proper time, has got to
be considered. There are two sides to
the question; but I ask you if there is a
man in this House, or in this building, at
this time, prepared to state whether the
present system of taxing according to the
gross transportation receipts should be
continueu, or whether we should go back
to another system and tax railroads ac-
cording to the value of their property,
the same as other property is taxed. This
bill, so far as that quesuon is concerned,
does not go deep encugh; it does not go
far enough; it does not include that ques~
tion.

Furthermore, this bill relates solely and
entirely to railroads. It is the opinion of
many conservative men in this Slate, it
is the opinion, I venture 1o say, of the
great majority of the members of this
House, that the whole tax system of the
State of Maine needs a thorough revision,
not only in relation to railroads, but in
relation ¢o all other matters. I believe
myself that there should be a general
looking into the laws of taxation gener-
ally—into the laws relating to the taxa-
tion of telegraph companies, of express
companies, of street railways, of insur-
ance companies; and also an ingquiry as
to whether the vast multitude of corpora-
tions that have been allowed to come into
the State and .organize under general
laws, should not pay an annual tax. I
believe there should be a looking into the
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laws yvhich govern and regulate the tax-
ation of wild lands. And I must confess
that, to me, sometimes, the manner in
which the valuation of timber lands is
reached, seems to be almost as wonderful
as ‘the Immaculate Conception, and al-
most as mysterious as the doctrine of the
Holy Trinity. (Laughter).

There is, as I have reason to believe, a
distinguished citizen of this State, who,
I am informed, owns 195,000 acres of tim;
ber lands, and at a conservative valua-
tion it is worth $350,000; and I have heard
him state, and I have no doubt but what
hundreds of others have heard him state
over and over again, that he receives a
stumpage income of $30,000 a year. I am
further informed that the entire tax that
he pays on this $350,000 worth of property,
more than one-third of a million of dol-
lars, is less than $2000. Now I don’t know
whether those figures are correct or not;
but I ask you if, in this general shake-up
which must come in the matter of the re-
vision of the tax system of the State, if
the matter of the taxation of wild lands
should not be looked into in common with
all other matters.

Furthermore, I submit that it is unfair
to pick out railroads at this time and at-
tempt to legisiate in regard to their tax-
ation, without considering the other mat-
ters. How are taxes assessed generally
upon your property? Is not the value of
your properity determined in accordance
with the value of Droperty which sur-
rounds you, ir accordance with the prop-
erty of your neighbors? Now, then, if
the tax on railroads is to be revised
shouldn’t it be revised so it would be iI‘;
proportion to taxes that are paid by other
corporations, by the insurance com-
panies, by the telegraph companies, by
the express companies and by the saving
hanks? It does not seem to me that yo;
c':an fix z tax at this time that will be
Jgst and will be equitable so far as the
?Lher corporations and the other matters
in this State are concerned on which you
levy a tax. It seems to me that they
must all be considered at one time, con-
sidered in some one session.

I I}aven’t any doubt but what the next
Legislature is going into the subject of
the revision of taxation. T have no doubt
that the next Legislature will give it a
tl}orough examination, - a thorough revi-
sxop: and I will say now that I have no
objection, if the House sees fit, to a tax
commission being appointed at this ses-

sion. Let arrangements be made to have
a tax commission to look into the whole
subject and to report to the next Legisla-
ture as to what should or should not be
done so far as the matter of the revision
of the taxes is concerned. I ask you, as
sound, sober, conservative men, if, at this
late day, we are prepared to go into the
general subject of taxation in this State,
if. we have time to do it? Think of the
amount of time that must be involved in
the consideration of this one matter
alone. It is a matter of vast importance.
A rate must be established that will be
just and equitable as between the rail-
roads and the people of this State.

I am not one of those who consider
the mere mention of a railroad as the
waving of a red flag is considered by a
bull; I am one of those who believe that
the prosperity of the State of Maine, in
a great measure, in a large degree, de-
pends upon the railroad system which we
have. Maine is an interior state, and it
is dependent upon its railroads; we are
dependent upon them for our prosperity,
for our business. What would become of
Aroostook county, for instance, if it were
not for the two lines of railroad which
extend into it? It was not until the rail-
roads came into our county that we ever
enjoyed any such a degree of prosperity
as we have in the last few years.

As I said before, I have no desire to
make any exiended remarks. I simply
wanted to cail your attention to the mat-
ter as it appears to me. And I will say,
if gentlemen want to stay here to con-
sider this subject of taxation, I am will-
ing to stay with the rest of you; [ will
stay with you until the last jackpot has
been opened, and until the last raise has
been made; but I submit that at this
time, as it seems to me, it is a matter
which properly should go over until an-
other session. I will renew my motion,
that. tlie motion of the gentleman from
Patten be so amended that it shalt be a
motion to indefinitely posipone.

Ar. PIERCE of Blaine: I cannot
treat you to a speech, I cannot draw
such brilliant metaphors before your
eves as the worthy gentleman from
Presque Isle (Mr. Smith), but I do be-
lieve that this question should be duly
considered before any vote is taken
upon it. The question of the taxation of
railroads has become a vital one with-
in the last few days. The State is be-~
ing stirred from end to end. The rail-



332

HOUSE—MONDAY, MARCH 6.

road corporations have been stirred
from top to bottom. Now as we are
nearing the closing days of the session
it may seem to some a little inexpedi-
ent to push this matter to an issue.
But before we turn this question over
to another Legislature it should be
thoroughly considered.

The gentleman from Presque Isle has
sta..ed that he believes that the rail-
roads are not taxed enough. A great
many people believe it. He believes
that the system now in vogue is not
the proper one. A great many believe
it. He believes that any addition to
the taxes would work a detriment to
the country. A great many do not be-
lieve it. He says that if one corpora-
tion is taxed, all others of like inter-
est should be taxed—a fallacious idea.
Supposing a dozen men, debtors, are
owing one John Smith. If he cannot
catch them all at once, shall he let
them all go until some future time?
If the railroads are now within our
reach and we can fix upon them the
taxes which the State needs, shall we
wait until we catch the telegraph and
express companies and all the other
corporatior.s mentioned? I say no. If
this entire tax system needs revision
it will come in its own good time. If
it needs a revision now, this Legisla-

ture cannot better spend two months

or three months than to meet the de-
mands of this State.

We have spent a good many weeks
in appropriating moueys, fixing laws
and protecting corporations. Haven’t
we time to appropriate to our own uses
from these delinguent debtors, bodies
corporate, what is our own due? I hope,
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, that this
matter, although a broad and tremen-
dous matter, has enough support from
the members of this House to be con-
sidered at the present time. I have as
much confidence in the taxation com-
miitee of this Legislature as I shall in
the next. The momentous question
must come hefore the next Legislature
if we defer action on this now. We
have honorable.men to deal with this
question at the present time and I
think we cannot refer it to a bhetter
committee than the present taxation
committee.

The gentleman from Presque Isle has
stated that he does not think that a
man in this House can state -what

would be a just and an equitable rate
of taxation. ‘A great many of us can-
not. A great many things have come
to light before our eyes within the last -
few weeks and I say it is only fair to

the members of this House and to the -

people of the State that this matter
have a fair and impartial hearing, that
it may be discussed by men capable
of expressing views on both sides; in
order that we may see and Kknow
whether this matter shall be put off
two years, or be taken up and consid-
ered at this session; and I hope that
the motion of the gentleman from Pat-
iten will prevail. .

Mr. McFADDEN of Dresden: I hope
the House will not forget the question
before it. If I understand it, it is
merely a question of reference. We
are not considering the merits of the
bill. Why shouldn’t this matter, as it
is a matter of taxation, be referred
to the committee on taxation? I don’t
see any reason for smothering this bill
without any consideration at all. I
want to go home as badly as the most
of you, to say the least. But I am
willing to stay here as long as duty
may require; and if our duties require
us to stay here until the first of April,
why I say stay. There is no reason
whatever why this matter should not
have a proper consideration by this
House and by its committees.

Mr. CHASE of Portland: It seems
to me that this matter is one of great
importance at the present time and
should be carefully considered before
we act upon the motion which is before
the House. NowImay say that I myself,
as +the gentleman from Presque Isle
has said of himself, am no railroad law-
yver, I never have been and probably
never shall be, and am under no obli-
gations whatever to the railroads of
this State, so that whatever I may say
in this connection I shall say from a
sense of duty as a legislator. I do not
intend to weary you with any extended
remarlks, for it is unnecessary. It
seems to me that the ground has been
thoroughly covered by the remarks of
tlie gentleman from Presque Isle. If
this Legislature, or any Legislature, is
going to talke up the subject of taxa-
tion, and I agree with the gentlemah
that it is a subject which needs revis-
ion, then it should be done in a general
way. The committee on taxation, or



HOUSE—MONDAY, MARCH 6.

333

a commission on taxation, if you
please, should be instructed to inquire
into and recommend such a revision
of our entire tax system as will equal-
jze and equitably distribute the taxes
’:‘of this State, and certainly it seems
to me that in these closing days of
this Legislature it is not a time to un-
dertake such a work.

There can be no fair hearing on such
a bill if you shall say that we should
take up one particular class of corpo-
rations and increase the tax or de-
crease the taxes upon their franchises.
I say there can be no fair hearing on
so momentous a question withéut an
advertised hearing, certainly a week
hence. If the gentlemen of this House
desire to stay here to fairly, fully and
impartially investigate such a question
for several weeks longer, it is for you
to say, but it seems to me, gentlemen,
that such a question as this cannot
fairly be considered at the present ses-
sion of this Legislature and under all
these circumstances.

The gentleman from Blaine (Mr.
Pierce) says that this question of tax-
ation of railroads has become a vital
question within the last few
days. Now, gentlemen of the House,
I would like to ask what has occurred
within the last few days that has made
this such a vital question? What has
occurred within the last few days that
makes the question any more vital
than it was at the beginning of this
session of the Legislature? It looks to
me, gentlemen, and I submit this to
you, as though there was something
more behind this measure that has
been introduced than a great desire to
increase the taxable property or to in-
crease the revenues of this State. Take
all these circumstances and the oc-
curences of this session, gentlemen, and
I ask you to consider whether there is
any more vital need of this act, today,
or within the past few days, than
rthere was at the beginning of this ses-
sion, when the act might have been
introduced and carefully and fairly
considered.

I hope the motion of the gentleman
from Presque Isle will be supported by
this House and will prevail, not becauses
I desire to thwart any investigation in-
to the actual needs of increasing the
taxation of all property or any partic-
ular kind of property in this State. I

am thoroughly in sympathy with it.
I merely submit that it is not the proo-
er time to do it and do it fairly, justly
and equitably. I have no doubt that
when the State shall take up the sub-
ject of revision of taxation and it shall
go into all these questions fully and
revise the whole system, we shall find
the railroads of this State prepared to
meet the people of this State and the
Legislature fairly and honorably and
to bear their equitable share and pro-
portion of the taxes that shall in that
manner be imposed upon them.

Mr. MERRILL of Skowhegan:
There is no question that has come be-
fore this assembly, there is no ques-
tion that will come before this assem-
bly or that can come before it, that is
nearer to the hearts of the people of
this State than the question of taxa-
toin. BEvery man woman and child
within its broad domain, who is pos-
sessed of a dollar’'s worth of property,
is a subject of taxation; and the consti-
tution of this State, the fundamental
law authorizes taxation, authorizing
taxation for the protection of its sub-
jects in their property, in their life and
in their pursuit of happiness—I say
the fundamental principle of taxation
is that it shall be equal, fair and just.
Now the gentlemen who have spoken
upon this question have said that at
this late hour it is not becoming for
us, as the great court of Maine, to stay
here and investigate this question;
that this bill should have been intro-
duced at an earlier date.

Pray tell me, Mr. Speaker and gen-
tlemen, why the railroads and other
corporations that have been mentioned,
that are not paying their just propor-
tion of the taxes, have not introduced
some bill to equalize the taxation? I
appeal to you, gentlemen of the House,
and ask you as real estate owners, as
banlt stoclkk owners, as personal prop-
erty owners, if your principal is not
taxed to the very extreme of its par
value? Tell me, gentlemen, any man
from any.part of the State of Maine,
sitting here and in the hearing of my
voice, if you have a piece of real estate
that is not taxed to the very margin
eof its value? Tell me, farmers, if your
oxen and your cows and your horses
and your sheep are not taxed for all
they are worth? Tell me, land owners,
if your land is not taxed for all it is
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worth? There is not a voice that can
be raised in this House to say no.

' We are here, as has been said by

. the gentleman from Presque Isle, as
the grand court of the State. We are
here at the expense of the State; and it
is a great expense and a great question
that confronts us. It is a question that
is of interest to our constituents from
the most northerly to the most south-
erly, from the most easterly to the
most westerly border of this
great commonwealth. Pray tell me,
gentlemen, when a question
is brought before this assembly
in which every individual tax-payer of
the State of Maire is interested—tell
me, is it cheaper for the State of Maine
to break up this court and send an-
other here two years hence to deal with
a question that has already been placed
Dbefore it? The gentleman from
Presque Isle (Mr., Smith) said he was
willing to wait here until the Tast jack-
pot had bheen opened and the last raise

had been made. That is language,
gentlemen, that I don’t wunderstand.
(Laughter). I wish the gentleman

would use language that we could all
understand.

Mr. SMITH: I will explain the mys-
tery to the gentleman from Skowhe-
gan. (Lauglhter.)

Mr. MERRILL: Now this is a ques-
tion which I hope, before you vote to
indefinitely postpone, you will consider
well whom vou represent. I am not
opposed to railroads. I am not opposed
to corporations. The railroads of the
State of Maine have done more to de-
velop its interests, to develop' it re-
sources and to develop its wealth and
prosperity,.-than any other class of cor-
porations within its borders. They are
entitled to certain considerations; they
are entitled to he treated fairly,
squarely and honestly. I, for one,
would not say one word to hamper or
in any way encroach upon or to cripple
the railroads of the State of Maine. We
owe much to them. We owe, also, much
to consolidated capital that is put into
all these corporations and they should
be protected, and protected at the
hands of this and every other Legis-
lature.

I have not the slighest feeling against
corporations; in fact, I believe that the
corporations of this State have done
more to develop it than the individual

efforts outside of corporations. But I
say, Wwhen we undertake to pass over
this matter and indefinitely postpone
it, we must answer to the people who
have sent us here, we .must answer to
the farmers, the merchants, the lan<,
owners and the property holders of thix
State outside of the corporations, and
their rights are just as dear to them
as are the rights of the corporations
and of the stockholders in these cor-
porations. (Applause.) .

I hope you will consider carefully
wilen you vote upon the question of in-
definite postponement. I hope you will
consider carefully the interests of your
constituents over this State; and I say,
while I would be glad to put on my
overshoes and overcoat and return to
my quiet home at an early date—I say
that we are here to meet the questions
that may he before us, and let us
stay here until we can satisfactorily
settle them and not vote for the indefi-
nite postponement of a question that
is the most important that can come
before this Legislature and one that is
of the greatest interests to the peoble
of the State. I dor’t know how long it
would take to open the last jack-pot,
but I say let us stay here until the hot
suns of July drive us away if we can
protect ihe interests of the people of

the good old State of Maine. (Ap-
plause.)
Mr. WALEKER of Starks: My duties

at home are such that I would like
very much to be there, and yet, when
I accepted this position to come here
as ihe representative of the people of
my district, I expected to come here
and do the best that we are called up-
on to do. I do mot understand that
there is any definite- time for this
House to adjourn. I, for one, although
there are duties at home for me to at-
tend to, am willing to stay here until
this important question is settled. I,
for one, am willing to consider this
question of taxation, and to think of
the people, our constituents, and th: -
load of taxation under which they are
suffering. I trust that the motion of
tne gentleman from Patten will pre-
vail.
Mr GARDNER: The turn that af-

fairs have talken, this morning,. is
somewhat of a surprise to me, and
doubtless it is to many of us. It has

been a growing belief on my part, and
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I think possibly on the part of others,
that the “railroad lobby,” so-called,
here has been able to unduly influence
legislation surrounding the railroads,
but, this morning, it comes to me with
rtenewed force that not only are they
attending to matters which pertain to
their business, but they hawve taken it
upon themselves indirectly to say when
this House shall adjourn. It is a sur-
prise to me that so suddenly some
members of this body conclude that it
is useless to attempt further legisla-
tion this session.

It is beyond my power to make a
speech; it is not in my line of business,
but there are a few business facts
which appeal to me. I wish to call
vour attention to two matters that to
any fair-minded man would settle this
question as to whether we have some-
thing to do specifically upon a partic-
ular matter, or simply whether we are
gazing over a whole expanse of mat-
ters that must sometime come before
us. I want to cite to you, first, Arti-
cle 9 of the constitution of the State of
Maine, Section 8, which provides “That
all taxes upon real estate or personal
property assessed by authority of this
State shall be apportioned and assess-
ed equally, according to the just value
thereof.” Gentlemen, the constitution
outlines our duty. Have +we found
any instance, has any matter come to
our attention where the provisions of
that article of the constitution have
not been followed? :

I say this, and I cite you to the
statement of the president of the larg-
est corporation of this State, the Maine
Central Railroad, when he admitted on
the floor of this House that the corpo-
rations which he represented were pay-
ing less tian one-half of one per cent.
tax rate on their property. There is an
instance which comes to your atten-
tion. Are you to attend to it or are
you to neglect it? Other matters are
ruside of this. It is dodging issues to
swing around and talk of innumerable
matters. Here is an instance +which
demands your attention, and it is the
duty of every member of this Legisla-
ture to see to it that that matter has
a hearing and is given attention and
that this Legislature decides whether
the Maine Central Railroad should pay
mnore tax into the ftreasury of the State
or not.

We have under discussion, this morn-
ing, the question whether the bill now
before the douse should be referred to

its proper committee, the com-
mittee on taxation, or whether
it shall be by the wunderhand,

the cunning, the adroit work of the
members of the third House smother-
ed and strangled and not given a fair
hearing. I say it is not proper.

Now, gentlemen, you know that this
matter of taxation of all corporations
has long needed the attention of the
Republican party, and you know that
the corporations of this State elude
and evade taxation, and I have cited
vou to a specific instance. You know
that a combination of common carriers
stifles competition and evades taxa-
tion. You know that the Republican
party, as the paryt in power for many
vears, is to blame for this condition.
1, for one, as a Republican since I cast
my first vote, as 2 Republican for two
generations, going baclk to the days of
the old Whig and Democratic parties,
will not submit to go back to my home
and my constituents on record as
dodging the issue. Here is a matter
that demands attention; give your at-
tention to it.

Now, gentlemen, the question of time
has been given a great deal of impor-
tance here. It has been said that we
have no time to consider this matter,
Gentlemen of superior ability to my
own have shown you that it is not a
question of time, but a question of
our duty, and I say to you that while
we have spent our time recklessly,
while we have spent time on trivial
questions and have considered matters
ranging from hedgehogs to Mormons
in this House, while we have appro-
priated money to go from Fort Kent
to Portland, and no stint to the money
and no stint to the matter brought be-
fore our attention is given, the mo-
ment you bring up a matter that
touches a corporation you find what?
You find evidences beyond dispute that
they are trying to strangle it. They
do not propose to give it a hearing
even. They hope to put it off for two
vears. I venture the prophecy that
any man that has gone on record here
opposing these corporations under the
guise of national issues, such issues
will be subordinate and they will at
least hope to get these matters put off



336

HOUSE—MONDAY, MARCH 6.

for four years. I say to you, the ques-
tion of unfairness, what belongs to
other corporations and what belongs
to other matters, does not enter into
this now. Take what comes to your
hand first and attend to that, and if
there is more that follows it, take it.

As the party in power the Republican
party of the State owe the people of
this State something, and here is a
case where they can give the matter
their attention. Too long have the
rights of the people been subordinate
to the wishes of the few, and I say to
you, genftlemen, that now when the
issue comes squarely before you is the
time to give this matter attention and
I hope that the members of the Repub-
lican party, the members on the floor
of this House who believe in doing
their duty will not go back to their
homes on record that on account of the
wishes of the few, on account of the
wishes of the ring, on account of the
plans and well-laid schemes of that
ring—we go ‘back to our homes putting
off a matter that demands our atten-
tion now, and our whole attention.

Mr. HARRIS of Auburn: It seems to
me that the question nowisnotwhether
the railroads ought to be taxed more or
less. That is what we don’t know. But
it is a question whether it is expedient
to take up a matier of such impor-
tance at the present time, so late in the
session, whether we can do justice to
so important a matter, whether we can
do justice to the rights of the railroads
and the other property interests of the
State and to the people of the State,
and justice to ourselves. It seems to
me that we cannot do it. The matter
has been brought up too late, and in a
way to prejudice it'to begin with; and
I feel that we shall arrive at a safer
conclusion and serve our constituents
better, to postpone this matter and
refer it to the next Legislature rather
than to attempt to investigate it at
the present time.

Mr. CLEVELAND oif Houlton: I
think this Legislature can do no bet-
ter than to consider the matter of just
and equal taxation at this session; and
if, indeed, we are to do the best work
of the session last, do it manfully. I
trust that the motion to refer the mat-
teI:lto the proper committee may pre-
vail.

Mr. KING of Carbiou: Having lis-
tened to the remarks that have been
made upon this question, it seems to
me that the proper solution of this
matter would be to refer this bill to
the proper commitiee. If they, in their
wisdom, on a careful review of the
whole subject and considering the size
of the matter, think that we have not
the time to get the proper information
and proper instruction, they in their
wisdom can report to refer the matter
to the next Legislature, which, per-
haps, would be the best solution of the
question. I hope that this matter will
at least be referred to the committee.

The question being on the amend-
ment to indefinitely postpone the bill,
the amendment was lost.

The question then being to refer the
hill to the committee on taxation,

AMr. MACOMBER of Augusta: I
have an order which I would like to
introduce, and I ask to have it referred
to the committee on taxation.

Ordered, That with a view to the equal-
jzation of taxation in this State, and as-
certaining the just proportional part of
the public burdens which should be borne
by the various classes of property, rights
and franchises held and exercised in the
State which may not be the subject of
State, county and municipal taxation ac-
cording to their respective fair values,
the committee upon taxation be and here-
by is authorized and directed to inquire
into the expediency of amending the
statutes so that a tax shall be assessed
upon properiy situated in unincorporated
places at a rate equal to the average of
State, county and municipal taxation; of
changing the method of taxation of steam
and street railroads, so that the franchise
tax paid by such railroads in addition to .
the State, county and municipal taxation
on property owned by them shall at all
times be equal.to their just and propor-
tional part of the revenue to be raised;
of taxing such portion of the capital of
corporations organized and doing busi-
ness in this State, as is not invested in
property which is subject to and pays
municipal taxes in some of the cities or
towns of this State; of providing for an
annual franchise tax upon the capital
stock of corporations organized under the
laws of this State, -but doing business
elsewhere; of changing ‘the statutes in re-
lation to the taxation of the stock and de-~ .©.
posits of trust companies organized under .
the laws of this State; of changing the
method of taxation of telegraph, tele-
phone and express companies, and of as-
sessing a tax upon all sleeping and parlor
car companies and car trusts doing busi-
ness in this State, so that a just propor-
tion of the State revenue may be collected
from these sources; of amending the
statutes so as to require the filing with
the assessors of every town and city an
inventory under oath, of all taxable prop-
erty of the several inhabitants thereof,



HOUSE—MONDAY, MARCH 6.

337

and of inquiring into the amount of taxes
paid by foreign and domestic life and fire
insurance companies and by savings
banks and all other corporations not
herein before enumerated, and whether
the same is fair and reasonable; and said
committee is authorized and directed
after the inquiry herein provided for to
repori to the Legislature on the vhole
subject matter of this order by bill, or
otherwise.

Mr. HUTCHINGS of Brewer: I move
that the order be laid on the table pend-
ing acceptance.

Mr. VIRGIN of Portland: I would ask
the gentleman from Brewer to designare
a day when it can be taken from the
table.

Mr. HUTCHINGS: I will confer with
the gentleman from Portland and arrange
af day that will be satisfactory to both
of us.

Mr. PARKHURST of Bangor: I move
that the order be printed. .
Mr. MANLEY of Augusta: I want to

call the attention of the House to the
fact that, by their own vote, they have
declared that every committee shall re-
port finally on Friday next, and no com-
mltteg can. make any report upon any
question after next Friday, unless by
joint action of this Legislature that vote
1s reconsidered. Now if the gentlemen
who have declaimed on this question, this
morning, mean anything, let us investi-
gate this whole question. Let the com-
mittee have the same authority over all
other questions that they have over the
question of the railroads.

Referring to the order presented by mv
friend, the representative from Augusta,
his motion to refer the order to the com-
mittee on taxation meets with my hearry
accord. The time for such an investiga-
tion is at the commencement, not at thz
close of the Legislature, and I want t)
say here and now, in the most public
manner possible, speaking as a stock-
holder and as a director of the Maine
Central Railroad, nay, more, speaking by
authority and in behalf of the manage-
ment of that railroad, that they have
never shirked any responsibility placed
upon them. They have tried to treat ev-
ery individual and the State with the ut-
most fairness, and whenever the Legis-
lature in its wisdom desires to undertalke
a thorough revision of the revenues of
this State, a full, perfect and complete
revision, taxing all corporations and in-
terests of every kind and description,
whether they be individual or corporate,
so that we mayhave equal taxation, then,
I assert that the Maine Central Railroad
will not only not offer opposition but will
aid in bringing this about. They do not

~desire to evade any responsibility. They
‘-are willing to bear their full share of the
burdens, with all other citizens of the
State. While we do not admit that we
are not now bearing our full share of the
burden of taxation, still we say if we are
not, then many other kinds of property
are in exactly the same position. The
only fair way to meet this question is to
meet it as a whole,and not by piece-meal.
In no other way can a just result be
reached. The Maine Central Railroad will
gladly do all in its power to reach suech
a result at any proper time. (Applause).

Mr. GARDNER: I think a large pro-
portion of the House will agree with the
gentleman from Augusta, and I move, to
bring the matter to a head, that the time
when the committee be required to report
finally be extended 10 days.

Mr. MANLEY: That requires concur-
rent action.

Mr. MACOMBER: Six years ago, as 1
remember it, a special committee on tax-
ation was appointed by tne Legislature,
and that committee was in session fre-
ruently during the entire session of the
Legislature, and the laws relating to iax-
ation, not only of steam railroads but of
street railroads and of all these other

corporations were at that time revised
and placed on the statute books. Now
those laws are right or wrong. If it is

desirable to go into a general re-exam-
ination and a re-enactment of new laws
in reference to taxation, I submit that it
is only fair that we should examine all
these corporations and all the proposi-
tions growing out of the question of tax-
ation.

I agree fully with the gentleman from
Presque Isle (dr. Smith) that the time
is short; at the same time gentlemen
have voted that we lhave plenty of time,
and if we have, we ought to take up this
whole matter. If there are other avenues
of taxation as available to the State, and
the State needs the money, iet us meet
them, let us stay here till next summer;
but I submit that we should not take any
one corporation, or any one set of corpo-
rations, although I have no interest in the
steam railroads and never did have; and
I think we ought to take this matter up
under the order I introduced. That al-
lows the committee on taxation to take
up the whole proposition, wild lands,
street railways, telegraph and telephone
companies and everything else of a cor-
poration nature, and make a report to
this House on which we can act intelli-

gently.

Mr. VIRGIN of Portland: This House
by its action on this bill has shown tha:
it believes that it has a duty to its con-
stituents to perform by taking some ac-
tion on the matter now before the House.
This gquestion of taxation is one of the
most important questions that can come=
before this body for solution; and I im-
agine that the gentleman who introduced
this bill had no idea, when he introduced
it, of the trend the matter would take
and that it would bring before this body
the whole matter of taxation. Now T
believe every member of the House is in-
fluenced by a spirit of fairness and jus-
tice and equity towards everybody within
the domain of this State, be it a corpora-
tion or an individual.

And I do not believe that this House,
now thiat the matter is before it, is goinxz
to say that the question of taxation or
railroads shall be taken up, and that the
question of taxation of other properiy
shait be indefinitely postponed or laid on
the table or not discussed; and I_hope the
motion to lay .this matter on the table
will not prevail. It is a matter that is
properly before the House on a motion to
refer it to the committee on taxation,
which has charge of these matters. There
is no reason for laying it on the table,
but it should go to the committee on tax-
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ation; and if we have a duty to perform,
let us perform that duty and stay here
until next summer if necessary to listen
to the report of that committee.

Mr. HUTCHINGS of Brewer: My only
purpose in having this order laid on ‘the
table was, inasmuch as I happen to b=
the chairman of the committee on taxa-
tion on the part of the House, I thought
it might be desirable for it to be investi-
gated somewhat. But I have become sat-
isfied that it is not necessary and I will
withdraw my motion to lay it on the ta-
ble and move its reference to the com-
mittee on taxation.

The question being to refer the order
to the committee on taxation,

It was agreed to.

Mr. GARDNER:
tion.

Mr. KING: I would ask if the gentle-
man from Augusta (Mr. Macomber)
would not allow the order to be tabled,
for printing, until tomorrow?

Mr. MACOMBER: It seems to me, as
the House has sent the bill to the com-
mittee, tnat this order should go to the
commitfee at the same time. The mem-
bers will read the order in the Journal,
tomorrow morning. Tnpe committee can
take the matter up and print it in its reg-
ular order.

AMr. PHILBROOK of Waterville: Lt
seems to be desired that this order
should go the committee at the same tim:
that House document No. 260 goes, and I
think that is the proper thing; but it is
perfectly competent for this House, by
vote, to direct that this order be printed
at once and laid on the table of the mem-
Dbers. so that the bill and the order may
go to the commitiee room, and if it is
desired to have the order printed at once
no delay need be had in the reference. I
therefore move that the order be printed
forthwith and distributed to the members
of both branches.

. The motion was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Falmouth,

I withdraw my mo-

bill an act to amend section 2 of chapter -

60 of the Revised Statuies, as amendei
by chapter 179 of the Public Laws of 1802,
relating to divorece, was taken from the
table and tomorrow assigned for its con-
sideration.

On motion of Mr. Merrill of Skowhe-
gan, bill an act in relation to enforcing
the liability of shareholders in trust and
banking companies, was taken from the
table and read a second time. On motion
of same gentleman, rules were suspended,
bill read .the third time and passed io bes
engrossed in concurrence.

Mr. NOYES of Pownal: Mr. Speaker, it
is with feelings of sadness that I an-
nounce the death of Hon. Harland P.
Prince, a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, who died at his home in Yar-
mouth, Sunday evening, March 5.

As it would be fitting and proper that
the Legislature take some action to pay
a deserved tribute of respect to his mem-
ory, I move that a committee be appoint-
ed to attend the funeral of Mr. Prince,
and later to offer suitable resolutions 1n
reference to his death for the considera-
tion of this House.

The Speaker appointed as the commii-
tee to attend the funeral of the late Mr.
Prince, Messrs. Noyes of Pownal, Ryer-

son of Livermore, Fogg of Freeport, Ful-
ler of South Portland, Forhan of Ray-
mond, Merrill of New QGloucester, and
Farnsworth of Pembroke.

Mr. Noyes of Pownal, moved as a fur-
ther mark of respect to the memory of
Mr. Prince, that the House now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.

~
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