
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE RECORD 
 

OF THE 
 

Sixty-Eighth Legislature 
 

OF THE 
 

STATE OF MAINE. 
 

------------ 
 

1897. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[This volume has no title page. The above information is supplied by the 
State Law and Legislative Reference Library, based on later volumes.] 



HOUSE-MONDAY, MARCH 22. 385 

ORDERS. 
0)1 motion by Mr. Savage, it was 
Ordered, at each afternoon session here­

after, the calendar of matters tabled and 
assigned be called for further dispositi'on 
of said matters. 

On m'Otion by Mr. Wyman of Washing­
ton, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE. 

Monday, March 22, 1897. 
Pl:ayer by Rev. Mr. Andrews of Gar­

land. 
Papers from the Senate disposed of in 

concurrence. 
An act to amend chapter 184, of the 

Private and Special Laws of 1895, entitled 
an act to incorporate the Castine Water 
Company. ~ 

In Senate passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate amendment "A." The 
House reconsidered the vote when this 
bill was passed to be engrossed, Senate 
amendment "A" was adopted and the bill 
was then passed to be engrossed as 
amended. 

The following Senate bills were read 
and assigned: 

An act to amend sections 4 and5, of 
chapter 63G. of the Private and Special 
Laws of 1871. establishing a municipal 
court for the city of Lewiston, as amend­
ed. 

An act to amend section 42, of chapter 
92, of the Revised Statutes. relating to the 
inspection of dams and reservoirs. 

An act to amend section 5. of chapter 
22G. of the Private and Special Laws of 
1895. relating to the capital stock of the 
Buckfield Aqueduct Company. 

An act to amend chapter 118. of the 
Public Laws of 1891. relating to the regis­
tration of vital statistics. 

An act to establish the standard weight 
of bushel of parsnips. 

An act to amend section 6. of chapter 
132. of the Public Laws of 1891, relating 
to punishment for intoxication. 

The following resolves were read, and 
assigned for tomorrow morning under 
suspension of the rules. 

Resolve for the purpose of repairing 
the church of the Penobscot tribe of In­
dians. 

Resolve in favor of Olaf H. Nilson. 
Petitions. bills and resolves presented 

and referred. 

JUDICIARY. 
By Mr. Philbrook of Waterville-Bill 

an act to amend section 27, of chapter 
134, of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
appeals in criminal cases. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS. 
By :i\Ir. Blanchard of Wilton-Bill an 

act authorizing and directing the treas­
?11rer of Franklin County to refund cer­
tain money to Perkins plantation. 

IIII'. Murchie of Calais, presented a re­
solve in favor of the city of Calais, and 

- on motion by lVIr. Murchie the rules were 
suspended and the resolve received its 
two readings and was passed to be en­
grossed. 

ORDERS. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Presql,Ie 
Isle, 

Ordered, That on and after March 27, 
Representative Bither of Lipneus, be e.'<:­
cused from fUl'ther attendance at this 
session of the Legislature, and thalb the 
clerk be instructed to make up his pay 
to the end of the session. 

On motion of lVIr. Murchie 'Of Calais, 
Ordered, That rthere shall be appointed 

by the Governor with the consent of the 
Executive Council. a commission ;whose 
duty It shall .be ,to ascertain as to the 
desirability of establiShing new Normal 
schools in eastern or central Maine, and 
report b:\' bill or otherwise. -Said com­
mission shall rep'Ort rtheir decision to the 
next Legislature and serve without pay 
except that they shall be reim,bursed for 
aebual necessary expenses incurred. 

REPORTS OF COllllUITTEES. 
11'1:1'. Wallon for the committee on legal 

affairs, reported in a new draft" bill an 
act -to amend section 29, of chapter 24, of 
,the Revised Statutes, as amended by 
chapter 31, of the Public Laws of 1887, 
relating to the SUppOl't -of paupers in un­
incorporated plantations, and that it 
'Ought to pass. Printed under rule. 

Mr. Fogler for the committee on judi­
ciary, repnrted in a new draft bill an aet 
t'O amend section 26, of chapter I, of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 
141, -of the ·Public Laws of the year 1~95. 
relating to corporations and that it 
ought t'O pass. Printed under rule. 

'Mr. Philbrook for same committee, re­
ported bill an aot in relation to poli'tical 
caucuses in cities. 'and that it ought to 
pass. Printed under rule. 

lVIr. Fogler for same committee, re­
pOl'ted ought not to pass on bill an act 
to legalize the organizrution 'Of the plan­
ta;tion of Swan's Island. 

lVIr. Smith for same committee, re­
ported bill an act to amend -section 8, of 
ohapter 24, of the Revised Statutes, '3.S 
amended by chapter GO, of rthe Public 
~aws of 1891, relatin'g to paupers, their 
settlement and support, and that it 
ought to pass. Printed under rule. 

READ AND ASSIGNED-
An act to incorporate the town of Per­

ham. 
An act to permit the Patten and Sher­

man Railroad Company to sell or lease 
its road. 

An act to set off a part of the town of 
Rome and annex the same to the town 
of Belgrade. 

An act to amend chapter 30, and chap­
ter 40, of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to inland fisheries and game. 

On motion of 1111'. Jones of Lincoln, this 
bill was laid on the table pending its 
first reading. 

An act additional to the act incorporat­
ing the Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

An act to incorporate the Union Gas 
and Electrio Company. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to establish the State College of Agri­
culture and Mechanic Arts. 

On motion of Mr. Blanchard of Wilton, 
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this bill was laid on the table pending its 
first reading, and assigned for Wednes­
day of this week. 

An act to incorporate the Harpswell 
Village Corporation. 

An act to repeal certain old and obsolete 
Private and Special Laws, relating to 
close time for fishing in the public waters 
of the State. 

Mr. Jones of Lincoln, offered an amend­
ment to amend said bill by inserting im­
mediately after the words, '''Be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives in Legislature assembled, as fol­
lows," the following: "The following 
named Private and Special Laws are 
hereby repealed, to wit." 

The amendment was adopted, the bill 
was read twice and assigned for tomor­
row morning. 

An act authorizing the construction of 
a town way or highway over and across 
the tide waters of Webhannet river in 
Wells. 

On motion of Mr. Merrill of Portland, 
this bill was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed under suspension of the 
ruleE. 

An act to prevent the use of diseased 
meat for food purposes. 

An act relating to the Portland Rail­
road Company. 

On motion of :Mr. :Murchie of Calais, 
this bill was laid on the table pending its 
first reading. 

An act to regulate the use of bicycles, 
On motion of IHr. Holmes of Addison, 

this bill' was laid on the table pending 
its first reading. 

An act amendatory of and additional to 
chapter 47, of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended by chapter 61, of the Public 
Laws of 1887. relating to Loan and Build­
ing A.ssociations. 

lII1r. Currier of Farmington, offered 
amendment "A," to amend said bill by 
adding thereto the following section: 
"Section 6, chapter 274,of the Public Laws 
of lSU3, entitled an act for the taxation of 
Loan and Building Associations, is here­
by amended by striking out the 'word, 
"Satul'days," in the second line of the 
first section thereof, and inserting the 
words, "secular days." 

The amendment was adopted. 
On motion of lII1r. l\ferrill of Portland, 

the bill and amendment were laid on the 
table pending its second reading. 

PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED. 
An act to authorize the Bath Gas and 

Electric Company to issue additional 
bonds. 

An act to amend section 45, of chapter 
38, of the Revised Statutes, relating to the 
inspection of milk. 

An act to incorporate the Chain Lake 
Dam and Imprpvement Company. 

An act to authorize the St. John River 
Bidge Company to erect and maintain 
four toll bridges across the St. J'Ohn 
River. 

An act to enforse the payment of State 
and county taxes on timber and grass 
on reserved lands in this State. . 

An act to incorporate the Nahmalrnata 
Improvement and Navigation Company. 

On motion of Mr. Burrill of Corinna, 

this bill was laid on the table pending its 
third reading. 

An act relating to the jurisdiction of 
the municipal courts of the cities of Bid­
deford and Saco. 

An act relating to the manufacture, 
sale and shipment of lime. 

On motion of lII1r. Levensaler of 
Thomaston, this bill was laid on the table 
pending its third reading and Thursday 
of this weelr assigned for its considera­
tion. 

An act authorizing the town of Lebanon 
to contract. with the city of Rochester. 
New Hampshire, to supply the village of 
Lebanon with water for fire and domestic 
use. 

An act relating to the Maine Eye and 
Ear Infirmary. 

An act to amend chapter 65, of the Pub­
lic Laws of 1895, entitled an act in re­
lation to State ta..-"es on organized plan­
tations taxed by the State as wild lands. 

Resolve providing for the expenses of 
the Governor and staff while attending 
the ceremonies relating to the' formal 
transfer of the Grant monument to the 
city of New York. 

An act in relation to the duties and 
compensation of the State prison physi­
cian. 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton of Bidde­
ford, this bill was laid on the table pend­
ing its passage to be engrossed. 

An act to amend section 3, of chapter 
150, of the Private and Special Laws of 
1891, entitled an act in relation to the 
municipal court of the city of Portland. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to revise and amend the charter of the 
city of Calais. 

Resolve in favor of the heirs of John 
Robertson. 

PASSED TO DE ENACTED. 
An act amendatory of and additional 

to chapter 268, of the Public Laws of 1893. 
enltitled an act to regulate the organiza­
tion and control of street railroads. 

An act to incorporate the Searsport 
,Vater Co. 

An act to amend section 4, of chapter 
58, of the Revised Statutes,as amended 
by section 2, chapter 18, of the Public 
Laws of 1891, and to amend section 5, 
of chapter 58, of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by chapter 125, 'Of the Pub­
lic Laws of 1887, relating to the board of 
agriculture. 

An act relating to the crossings in the 
new highway in Ashland and Sheridan 
plantation by the branch track and log 
spur of the Bangor & _>\.roostook Rail-
road. . 

An act to authorize the Bangor & 
Aroostook Railroad Co. to lease a con­
necting railroad, w1tich may be built 
from Limeston'e. 

An act relating to the catching of 
smelts in Damariscotta river. 

An act to provide for an investigation 
of the caJUses of fires, and the publica­
tion of statistics relating to the same. 

An act to amend section 205, of chapter 
6, of ,the Revised Statutes, as amended 
by section n, of chapter 70, of the Pub­
lic Laws of 1895, relating to taxes. 

An act to incorporate .the York Sewer 
Co. 
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An act to amend sections 6 and 9, of 
chapter 18, of the Revised Statutes, relat­
ing ·to ways. 

An act to regulate the packing of sar­
dines. 

Resolve in favor of an appropriation 
to aid in 'erecting a High school building 
in the town of Frenchville in the county 
of Aroostook. 

Resolve that 'the land agent be em­
,~ powered and directed to convey settlers' 

lots in WalJagrass plantation. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
On motion of -llfr. Palmer of Bangor, 

bill relating to the Brewer Light and 
Power Co. was taken from the table, and 
on further motion by the same gentle­
man, .it was read ·twice and assigned for 
tomorrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. -Merrill of Portland. 
bill relating to the powers and duties of 
school supervisors was ral,en from the 
table. 

Mr. lIferrill offered an amendment, to 
stril,e out in section 3, the figure "3," 
after the word Usection," and insert in 
place thereof the figure "4"; insert a 
new section as follows: "Section 3. The 
provisions of this act shall not apply to 
cities." 

The amendment 'Was adopted, the bill 
was read a third time 'and was passed to 
be engrossed as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton of Bidde­
ford, the order fixing the tax rate for 
1897 and 1898 was taken from the table. 

The order then received a passage. 
On motion of Mr. Blanchard of "Tilton, 

the order relating to the election of rail­
road commissioners was taken from the 
table. 

In Senate this order was amended by 
striking 'out the words, Ucommittee .on 
legal -affairs," and inserting the words, 

,Hcommittee on ra,ilroadsJ telegraphs and 
expresses/ J 

, 

The question being on the adoption of 
the Senate amendment, 

Mr. Wilson of Gorham: It is not gen­
erally lmown to the people of the State 
what the circumstances are as regards 
the railroad commissioners. It is under­
stood that -we have a railroad comtnis­
sion appointed by the Governor. It Is 
thought that we h'ave a railroad commis­
sion for whose service the State pays. 
But the commissioners are not paid by 
the State. They are paid in full by the 
railroads. It is not fully understood 
that 'We -have ;n!0 appeal from them. 
Their decisi'on is final. We are here to 
represent the people of the State, and 
not steam -railroads. We are here to 
look after the interests of our constitu­
ents and the welfare of the people at 
large, and, today, these conditions now 
existing must be changed in order that 
our people may 'have justice ITone them 

". at the hands of our railroad commis­
- "sioners. They must be elected by the 

compensation for their services direct 
from the State, 'and the State not be re­
imbursed by the railroads, as it is now. 
There -is no mam on the face of the earth 
but who will act for the interests of 
those from whom he receives his pay. 
It is but natural and just that they 

should. When the railroads pull the 
string on these railroad commissioners, 
they dance, and they dance strong and 
they dance long, as many of us are fully 
aware. Now when we elect our -railroad 
commissioners amd they receive their pay 
from the State and there is an appeal 
from their decision, there will not go 
through so much railroad law as in the 
past. I beg to insist on the passage of 
the order, and move that the House in­
sist on its action. 

The motion to insist was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Smith of Presque 

Isle, resolve in favor of the town of 
Hollis was taken from the table. 

Senate amendment "A" was adopted 
and the resolve was passed to be en­
grossed as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Walton of Skow­
hegan, bill relating -to the schooling of 
children in unorganized townships was 

,taken from the table, and on further mo­
tion by the same gerrtleman, it was read 
a third time and was passed to be en-
grossed. . 

On motion of Mr. -Hutchinson of Au­
burn, 

Adjourned. 
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