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LEGISLATIVE RECORD — SENATE, MARCH 10, 1977

SENATE
Thursday, March 10, 1977

Senate called to order by the President.

Prayer by The Honorable Ronald E. Usher of
Westbrook.

Mr. USHER: Let us pray. Dear Lord, as we
approach the end of this week, let us be thankful
for all the legislation that we have passed. Let
. us hope this restores the faith our constituents
placed in us as we assist them with their
problems Lord, we ask:-that you continie to

ok over us as we make these decisions. Amen.
‘ Readmg of the Journal of yesterday

Out of Order and. Under Suspensmn of the
Rules:

On Motion by Mr Huber of Cumberland

ORDERED, the House concurring, that when

the House ad_]ourns it adjourns to 9:30 in the
morning on March 15, and when the Senate ad-

' journs, it adjourns to 10 0 clock in the morning
--on March 15, (S. P. 261)
Which was Read and Passed
Sent down forthwith for concurrence.

- .Out of Order and. Under. Suspensxon of the

Rules,
On Motion of Mr Merrlll of Cumberland
WHEREAS, the Senior Senator from
Cumberland County is becoming  older: and
weaker with each passing day; and
WHEREAS, in: more: fruitful days he mul—
- tiplied beyond all reason; and
WHEREAS, today he. reaped. the. first by-

product of these past activities in the birth of a -

- beautiful granddaughter and

WHEREAS; he is only now recovermg from. -
. the sympathetnc rigors of the past 24 hours ‘

now, therefore, be it =
ORDERED that ‘we,. the Members of the
Senate of the 108th Leglslature now assembled

in. first. regular. session, extend our sincerest -

. congratulations to the new grandfather, Senator

Gerard P; Conléy. and to the new mother, Jean:
Marie Greenwood, and _new father,” Richard .
Greenwood, on the occasmn of thls blrth and-

be it further

ORDERED,: ‘that a suxtable copy ‘of thls;

order, attested by the President of the Senate

" be transmitted forthwith to the proud grand-
father and proud parents in honor of the occa-

 sion, . .

Which was read and passed

Senator. Conley: of Cumberland was granted -

i unammous consent to address the Senate on the

Mr CONLEY Mr. PfeSJdent and Members
of the Senate: I wish to convey my thanks to my

co-Senator from Portland, Senator Merrill and.
Members of the Senate; I would like to make it -

perfectly clear to everyone, though, that my 12

children: have: alwavs referred ‘to. me: as-a -

‘Grandfather’ for 'a- number  of years,  but

becoming “an actual grandfather for the: first

time — while some of you may be one already 1

don’t know, but I know that it is an experience I

am glad you only have to go through once.

I think the good Senator from Cumberland, .
‘Senator Huber, had better start worrying if my’

'youngsters start taking . off in. the same scale
that their father did. Perhaps the good Senator
~ from Cumberland; Senator Huber, had me in
mind when he talked about family planning and
perhaps his. message has gotten through. i

I am just delighted to receive the praise and

congratulations extended to me, and I want to-

thank you verv much,
Papers from the House
. Non-concurrent Matter '
Bill. **An Act to Amend the Statutes Relaung
o Airmobiles.”’ P. 527 (L. D. 657)
In the House February 24, 1977 Referred to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

In the Senate March 3, 1977 Referred to the

. Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife in non-

concurrence,
‘Comes from the House, that Body Havmg
Adhered o
' On Motion by Mr. Speers of Kennebec
" The Senate voted to recede and concur.

Non-concurrent Matter
- Bill, “An Act Relating to the Telephone Com-
pany Dlrectory " (H: P. 103) (L. D. 127)
In the House March 2, 1977 Passed to Be

Engrossed as Amended by House Amendment -

AN (H 48)

- In the Senate March 8, 1977 Indeflmtely Post-.

poned

. The PRESIDENT: The Chalr recogmzes the
Senator from Penobscot, Senator Cummings.

Mrs. CUMMINGS Mr. Presldent I move we
adhere

“The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Penob-

- scot, Senator Cummmgs now moves the Senatev

adhere.”
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Penobscot, Senator Pray..

Mr. PRAY: I miove the Senate recede and -

concur..

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Penob-
scot. Senator Pray, now moves the Senate
recede and. concur with the House. The Chair

will order a Division. The Chair recognizes the-

Senator from Penobscot, Senator Pray.

Mr. PRAY: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: Since the debate we had the first
day this Bill came out of Committee and then

~"since. reversed our actions, and again it is
- before us in a positior to correct what some of -
-us.may have. felt we may have done wrong

before, with great detail I have looked through
the Legxslatrve record and the Senate debate
that took place and this morning I took it itpon

. myself or took the time out of my 6wn schedule

to call the. P.U.C. to be sure that what I had
been reading in the paper had been-correct as to
the desires of the telephone company and their
rate increase as to what they are looking for, so
to check that out with the record, what some of
the arguments were in opposmon ‘to the Bill:
‘Time and. time again the proponents of this
legislation referred to the fact that we could

“call directory assistance to. find the numbers’

that were by mistake left out of the directory.
I would just like to point out to this Chamber

that some:of the requests being made, for ex-.
. ample, a 20 cent charge to call directory as-

sistance, if we then have to turn around and the

- only recourse we have is calling directory as-

sistance to get ahold of a number that was left

-out of the book, after a while we are going to be

charged. As a matter of fact, I noticed that the

Senator’ from Penobscot. Senator Cummings -

made mention of that in her statement that
eventually. this would happen, or if that even-
tually happened but she did mentlon it in her

- debate,

As to the recourse of the dlrectorres coming
out at different times and us having to address.
that issue that this would be a continuous

. publication by the- tele, lphone companies, the

would only have to publish corrections to eac

- directory as they were dpubllshed which they
. would eventually end up

oing statewide. I don't
think the Bill calls for mailing that would go

“statewide.. It would only go to the telephone
-dlrtectorv district to whlch the number was. left '
-out.of. " ¢

As to the cost. that issue has been addressed

with the House Amendment. Reference has -
been made to fees and the fact that these in- ..

dividuals. if your number is left out; that you
are charged for that fee unless you notice the
error and you yourself call the telephone com-
pany and pomt lt out to them. And it was with
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great interest that I read that they give you an
adjustment of half the basic exchange rate for
the life of that directory, which is very short
and. usually out-dated within a few months
anyway because of the number of new

. telephones that are coming in constantly We

don’t address the new telephone issue.

1 think with what is being requested by P.U.C.
at this time, that this legislation is greatly
‘needed and I would urge that we pass.il and
send it back in concurrence:: -

- The PRESIDENT: - The: pending . question
before the Senate is the motion by the Senator
from Penobscot, Senator Pray that the Senate
recede  and concur with the House. The Chair

h Division. .
Comes from the House, ‘that Body Havmg In- = as ordered a Divisio

) sxsted

Will all the Senators in favor of the motion to

* recede and concur, please rise in thelr places to

be counted. .

Will all the Senators opposmg the motion to
recede and concur, please rlse in their places to
be counted.

9 Senators havmg voted in the affirmative and
16 in the negative, the motion to recede and con-
cur "does not prevail,

Is it now the pleasure of the Senate to adhere"
Vote. :
On motion of Mrs. Cummmgs of Penobscot,
The Senate voted to adhere. ‘
* Non-concurrent Matter

Brll “An Act Authorizing Municipalities to
Raise or Approprlate Money. for a Consumer
Action Program.’ (Emergency) (H-P. 7) (L.

‘D.17) -

In the Senate March 3, 1977 Passed to be

~ Engrossed as amended by Committee Amend-

ment !‘A" (H-6) in concurrence,

 Comes from the House, Passed to be Engros-
sed as Amended by Committee Amendment
“A”. (H-6) as Amended by House Amendment

. “A”‘(H-59) thereto, in non-concurrence.

' On Motion by Mr. Katz of Kennebec,
The Senate voted to recede and concur,
. Joint Orders

An Expression’ of : Legislative Sentlment
recognizing:  The. Girls’ Basketball Team of
Allagash High School has won the State Class D
and Eastern Maine Championships. (H. P. 670)

An Expression of - Legislative- Sentiment
recognizing: The . Dirigo. High School Girls’
Basketball Team has won the State of Maine
Clags C Championship for the academic year

~1977. (H. P. 672)

Come from the House, Read and Passed.
Whlch were Read and Passed in concurrence.
- House Papers -

Bills recelved from . the House requiring
reference to Committee were acted upon in con-
currence, with the following exceptions.

Bill, **An Act Increasing the Mileage
Allowance for State’ Employees on State
Business,'' (Emergency) (H. P. 606) (L. D. 743)

Comes from the House referred to the Com-
mittee on Aé)proprlatxons and Fmanclal Affairs
and Ordered Printed

On Motion of Mr. Curtis of Penobscot,
referred to the Committee on State Govern-
ment and ordered printed in non- concurrence.

Sent down.for concurrence.

Bill, ‘‘An-Act Relating to the Regulation of

_the Blueberry Industry.”’ (H. P.598) (L. D. 739)

~Committee on Taxation suggested.

_ Comes from the House referred to the Com-
mittee on State Government and Ordered
Printed.

On Motion of Senator Spcers of Kennehee,
referred to the Committec on Taxashon snd
ordered printed in non-conearrence :

Sent, down for concurrence.

. Study Report — State Government

The Committee on State Government to
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which was referred the study relative to policy-

making positions in state government, pursuant -

to H. P. 1776 of the 107th Legislature have had
the same under consideration, and ask leave to
submit its findings and report that the accom-
panying Bill, An Act to Establish and Apply a
Policy on the Classification of Major Policy-
Influencing Positions Below the Head of State
Department and Agencies (H. P. 671) (L. D.
729) be.referred to this committee for public
hearing and printed pursuant to Joint Rule 17,

Comes from the House, the Report Read and
Accepted and the Bill referred to the Commlt-
tee on State Government.,

Which: Report “was : Read and Accepted
concurrence, and the Bill referred to the Com-
mlttee on State Government in concurrence.

: Commumcations
Admmrstratrve Office of the Courts -
March 9, 1977
Chief Justice Armand A. Dufresne Jr. o
Governor James B. Longley ;
Members of the 108th Legislature. .
Pursuant to 4 M.R.S.A. 17, Sec, 10, transmlt-
ted herewith is the first annual report of the Ad-

- ministrative Office of the Courts.” By prior

agreement_with the Chief Justice, this report
covers: the. period: from_August, 1975 through

- December; 1976,

On behalf of the staff of the Administrative
Office of the Courts; I wish to express our deep
appreciation to the Chief Justice, the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court and the

Regional  Presiding - Justices of the Superior -

Court for.their unfailing cooperation and-sup-

port during these sixteen months. Without their *.

continual - assistance, the major accomplish-
ments described herem would never have been
possible.
Signed ; .
ELIZABETH D. BELSHAW
State Court Admmlstrator

(S. P.274)

Whlch was Read and w1th' Accompanymg

- Pa ers, Ordered Placed on File,

ent down for concurrence.
~ Senate Papers i
Mr. Usher of Cumberland presented Bill,

“‘An Act to Promote a- Mandatory Hunters :

Reference to Committee on Labor suggested.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz. -

Mr. KATZ: Mr.: President, this Bill is an
Amendment to the Maine Human Rights Act
and these Bills traditionally go to the Commit-
tee on Human Resources. I move that it be
referred to that Committee. .

On motion by Mr. Katz of Kennebec, referred
to Committee on Human Resources and
Ordered Printed. S ) :

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Trotzky of Penobscot presented, Bill,
‘‘An Act to Revise the Water Qualrty
Program.” (S. P, 265).

Mr. Pray of Penobscot presented, Bill, **An
Act Establishing an Experrmental Blackfly
Control Program.’" (S. P. 264) :

_Which were referred to the Committee on
" Natural Resources and Ordered Printed,

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Conley of Cumberland presented, Bill,
‘“An Act to Create the Bureau of Commumty
Antenna Televrsron within the Public Utilities
Commission.”" (S. P. 263)

Which was referred to the Committee on

— Public_Utilities.and Ordered Printed._ . ...

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Carpenter  of "Aroostook - presented,
Resolve, ' Authorizing Health Insurance
Coverage for Fifteen Retired State Troopers
_(Emergency) (S. P. 262) -

Which was referred to the Commlttee on
State Government and Ordered Prmted

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Pray of Penobscot presented, Bill, “‘An
Act Concerning the Calculation of State Aid to
Municipalities for the Care of nghways and
Bridges.” (S, P, 271)

Mr. - Trotzky of Penobscot presented Bill,
“An Act to Permit the Commissioner of Tran- -

sportation to Designate Certain Highways for
t e use of Twin-Trailer Trucks."' (S. P, 269)

Mr. Merrill of Cumberland (Cosponsor:. Mr,
Usher: of Cumberland) present, Bill, ‘An Act
Appropriating Funds for the Expansxon of the
Portland International Jetport." (S. P. 267)

- Which, were referred to the Commxttee on
Transportatlon and Ordered Printed. :

Sent down for concurrence. =

Safety- Course: "> (S:"P:266)-

Which was referred to the Committee’ on-

Frsherles and. Wildlife and Ordered Pnnted
Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. : Trotzky - of Penobscot presented Bill, -

**An Act to Insure Psychiatric Review of Volun:

“tary and. Involuntary Hospltallzatxon of the

Mentally I11,”2 (S. P, 272)

Reference to Committee on Health and In-
stitutional Services suggested..
“On " Motion " by: Mr;: Speers of Kennebec

referred: to the Commrttee on Judrclary and.

Ordered Printed.

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Minkowsky of Androscoggin presented
Bill, “An Act to Limit Attorney’s Fees Under
the Mame Tort Claims Act.”” (S. P. 268) =~

Which was referred to the Committee on
Judiciary and Ordered. Printed.

Sent down for concurrence.

Mr. Pray of Penobscot presented, Blll “An

~ Act ‘Relating ‘ to’ Disqualification from

Unemplovment Compensatlon Beneflts Y (S P,
270V

The same Senator presented Bill, *‘An Act
Relating to Service Fees of Authorized Bargam—
ing ‘Agents.’' (S. P. 273) -

Which ‘were referred to the Committee on
Labor and Ordered Printed.

Sent down for concurrence. .

Mr. Katz of - Kennebec (Cosponsor: Mr.
Speers of Kennebec) present, Bill, ‘‘An Act to
Clarify Sex Discrimination in the Maine Human
Rights Act.”* (S. P. 260)

" Committee Reports :
: ‘House = -=-7; ~ =
: Leave to Withdraw =~

The Committee on Election Laws on, Bill,
“An Act to Provide for Filing Fees in Lieu of
Signatures on Nommatlon Petitions,” (H.P, 81)
(L. D. 101)

Reports- that the same be granted Leave to
Withdraw, ‘

Comes from the House, the Report Read and
Accepted.

Which Report was Read and Accepted in con-
currence.

: Qught to Pass -
The Committee on Legal Affairs on, Bill, ““An

 Act Eliminating the Requirement of January

Annual Meetings by the Parishes of the Protes-
tant prscopal Churches of the Diocese of
Maine.” (H. P, 331) (L. D. 422)

Reported that the same Ought to Pass, -

Comes from the House, the Bill Passed to be
Engrossed.

Which Report was Read and Accepted in con-
currence,  and the Bill Read Once and
Tomorrow Assigned for Second Readmg

Ought to Pass — As Amended

The Committee on Election Laws on, Bill,
*‘An Act to Provide Accessible Polling Places
for the Physically Handicapped and the
Elderly.” (H. P. 68) (L. D. 98)

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as
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amended by Committee Amendment ‘A" (H-
54) i

Comes from the House, the Bill Passed to be

Engrossed, as amended hy Committee Amend—
ment “A” (H-54)
Which Report was Read and Accepted in con-

. currence, and the Bill Read Once. Committee

Amendment ‘A’ was Read and Adopted in con-
currence, and the Bill, as amended, Tomorrow
Ass1gned for Second Readmg '
Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on Perfor-
mance Audit on, Bill, *“An"Act to Provide Funds
to the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife.” (H. P. 129) (L. D. 163)
Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass.
Signed:
Senators:- - - S
MORRELL of Cumberland
WYMAN of Washington
Representatives: -
BENOIT of South Portland
WILFONG of Stow:
AUSTIN of Bingham
LIZOTTE of Biddeford
. SHUTE of Stockton Springs
BRENERMAN of Portland
i AULT of Wayne
The Minority: of the same Commxttee on the
same subject matter reported that the same
Ought to Pass.” =
Signed: - ) .
Senator: - .
MINKOWSKY of Androscoggm
Comes from the House, the Ma]orlty Report
Read and Accepted.
Which were read. = = :
The PRESIDENT: The Chalr recogmzes the

- Senator from Kennebec, Seantor Speers.

Mr. SPEERS: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: I have a great deal of respect for all
three of the Senators who signed the Reports on
: this particular Bill; but I must say that I was
considerably d1<appomted in seeing the Report
come to this Body that came as the Majority
Report on this particular item.

I would say that after talking with a number
of individuals with regard to this matter, that I

believe the reason it has come with the Ma-

%orrty Report asit has'beenpresented; is simply
ecause of the nature of the partlcular Bill
itself, and not perhaps because of the desire on
the part of the proponents of this measure to
provide “some relief for' the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for the work that
they. 'do. do for other departments that are
funded out of the general fund.

“1'do feel that there is an opportunity to fmd
some better way to provide for some of the
- funding to finance the activities of the Depart-
ment - and - through- the - Department ' the

sportsmen of this State do perform for some of
_t e other agencies of State government. -

Therefore, Mr. President, I would move that
this Bill and its accompanying reports be
‘r“\ec(;)rtnmltted to the Committee on Performance

udi

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Ken-
nebec, Senator Speers, now moves the Senate
recommit L. D; 163, together with its accom-
panying papers, to the Commlttee on Perfor-
manceAudit,

The Chair recognizes the Senator..trom
Cumberland, Senator Merrill,

Mr. MERRILL: I'd like to pose an lnqulry
through the Chair to anyone who may care to
answer: It is my understanding that the ap-
propriation for the Department concerned here,
1975 through 1979 is projected in the Governor’s
budget in the General Fund, goes from $103,000
to $223,000, representing an increase of over
100 percent over that 5»year period. I would like

BERUBE. of Lewiston.. ... B
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to know if that is correct, and if so, why this

legislation is needed.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from
Cumberland, Senator Merrill, has posed a ques-
tion through the Chair to any Senator who may
care to answer.

The Chair- recognizes the Senator from
Cumberland; Senator Morrell.

Mr. MORRELL: Mr. President and Members
of the Senate: I am not sure that I can respond
directly and precisely to the question that is
posed. I think perhaps the Committee on Per-
formance Audit owes you an explanation of its
vote, and I will not strongly oppose the sugges-
tion that it be recommitted because I think it is
proper on most Bills if there is strong feelings
as to why we voted in any particular direction,
for us to take another look at if there is good
cause, -

The reason why the B111 came out of the Com-
mittee with a Majority Report Ought Not to
Pass. was that in:viewing the funds of the
Department, it was  obvious - that = they do
operate with a capital account far in excess of
what would be considered normal operating
needs. And having in mind the pressures that
are going:to be placed upon the General Fund
now and before the end of the Session, it seemed
to us not prudent at all to suggest that ad-
ditional funds be made available to this depart-
ment when they dld have these surplus funds for
operation..

1t was with that ln mind; plus the fact that we

> had in mind also the posslblhty that there may
be ‘a: Moose  Bill,” which ‘would generate ad-
ditional funds for them, that we. just could not

: bring. ourselves  to: vote favorably. on . this

" Report.: So. you: have before you today a Ma-

jority Ought Not to Pass suggestion. I think I

would prefer to see it go that way, but I guess I
have to indicate also that if you feel strongly
that you would like to have us take another look
at it, to see if there is some other way in which
we mlght give some assistance there, I would
not be terribly adverse to it.

.The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Speers.

Mr. SPEERS: Mr, President and Members of
the Senate: This Bill arose not out of the con-
~cept of an individual member  of. this

Legislature, but rather arose as a firm recom-
* mendation of a study report of the Performance

Audit Committee of the last Legislature. It was
the recommendation of that Committee, and I
certainly do not wish to undercut the judgment
of the present Committee, but just to give some
historical . background: with regard. to - this
measure, it was: the recommendation of that
Committee that there be some reimbursement
from the General Fund to the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for the work that
they perform for those other Departments.

I am not sure I understood the question of the
good . Senator: from Cumberland. Senator
Merrill, correctly, but I believe he referred or

* implied in the question that perhaps the Depart-
ment does receive some General Fund money

“‘at the present time. It is my understanding that
the Department does not receive General Fund
money at the present time. The Department is
funded entirely through the revenues generated
from fish and game licenses.

But. it is also-a very clear fact that the

: "Department does: perform considerable ser-

vices for. some of the other Departments in
State government, which are funded out of the
- General Fund — For example, the Department
of Environmental Protection, the Department
of Public: Safety. and services: of search -and
rescue and the like. So it seems to me that it is a
very logical request of that Department to ask
for reimbursement, specifically for the ser-
vices that it does perform for the other General
Fund Departments of State government, and I
think the approach of thls Bill perhaps is the

wrong approach: perhaps it would be the right
approach if we took another look at it, but I
think whether this is the right approach or not
there are at least other approaches that can be

~made, specifically, for example, an approach

whereby the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife can present a specific Bill for
specific services performed to the other
Departments, rather than having an outright
appropriation out of the General Fund.

So there are some other approaches that can
be made and I would hope that the Senate would
go along with the Motion to recommit this to the
Committee on Performance Audit, so that they
can indeed take another hard and fast look at it,

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Conley.

Mr. CONLEY: I request a Division,

The PRESIDENT A Division has been re-
quested. -

The  Chair recognizes the Senator from -

Cumberland, Senator Morrell. .

Mr. MORRELL: A little bit more clarifica-
tion. The only benefits that I know of that this
Department receives from the General Fund is

- that their rent is paid for by the General Fund,

and I guess that, as I recall it, runs in the area
of $80 to $90,000.00 a year. They do not have to
pay that rent. There is a trade-off here because
the Department does have, as I mentioned

_before, substantial funds, running at times in

the millions, the interest of which accrues to
the General Fund, and historically there has
been kind of a trade-off there. The General
Fund’ would absorb the interest from the in-
vested funds that it handles for the Department
and : then ' in: return - the - Department  would

:‘receive free rent, As far as I know, that is the

%xtent of - its involvement with the General
und

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recogmzes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Merrill.

Mr. MERRILL: The Senate should be advised
that the amount I get with the explanation that
for the year 1975 that amount for whatever pur-
pose. was $103,000 as prOJected in the Gover-
nor’s budget as presented in Legislative Docu-
ment 118, the amount goes to $223,424 for the
year 1979. That is an increase, in case you keep
track of these thmgs of 116 percent over a 5-
year period.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recogmzes the‘

Senator from Somerset, Senator Redmond.

Mr. REDMOND: Mr. President, Isupport the
Motion of Senator Speers for the slmple reason
that T have here the budget of the Department,
and I do not think that the Committee was fully

aware’ of some: of the monies, for instance,

Federal grants in wildlife projects that: were
received, $449,000; also Federal grants, fishery
projects, $133,948; and this reflects in the
balance of close to a Million Dollars which ap-
pears as if there was plenty of money there.

However, there are certain commitments that

the Department has to fulfill, and the real
balance is not what it appears to be.
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Morrell.
Mr. MORRELL: With due respect to Senator
Redmond, the Committee was aware of that,
and the Committee is not indicating to you in

any way. that it can operate without a certain’

amount of funds in a capital account. I guess
our contention is that the amount that they are
operating with is considerably in excess of what
is necessary, and while there are going to be ex-
treme pressures on the General Fund to fund
the things that we have undertaken in the past,
and those we will probably assume in this Ses-
sion, without an increase in taxes, it seemed to
us that perhaps this Department could use up a
portion  of those surplus funds before they
made, pardon the expression, a raid on the
GeneraFFund Treasury And that is all we are
suggesting.
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The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Penobscot, Senator Pray.

Mr. PRAY: Mr. President and Members of -
the Senate: As an individual who was a member
of the Committee in the last Session and worked
the Fisheries and Wildlife budget to great
detall, I would just like to reply to a few state-
ments that have been made::

Basically, there is twd/'areas in which
General Fund money goes into the Department,
the Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission and
search. for persons that are lost, and that is
covered under Statute law that they would be
reimbursed from the General Fund under Title
12, Sub-Section 1903. The funds that they have
gotten from the General Fund to take care of
that Sub-Section has never equaled the amount
of money that they have spent.

In reference to the surplus budget, as an in-
dividual who changed his vote last year on the
Bill which increased licenses, or basically the
Bill that would provide the funds for the
Department, I think the incident which Maine
had suffered through in the last year in its
decrease of sale of licenses has taken care of
some of that surplus budget that the Depart-
ment had, and nobody knowing the results of
what this year’s season is going to bring and
what type of funds we will have from dedicated
revenues from that action if this Body took an
increase in those licenses, to fall back and say,
well, they have got surplus funds-and. they
should spend that first, would be 1rrespons1b1e
of this Legislature.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Sagadahoc, Senator Chapman.

Mr. CHAPMAN: Mr. President and Members
of the Senate: I, too, feel concern about the pre-
sent Report of the Committee, and I think there
very well could be legitimate reason for this
matter to be reconsidered. Certainly nothing
can be lost; and possibly something to be gained
in the more effective exercise of our duties, soI
support the recommitment to Committee:

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the

. Senator from Cumberland, Senator. Morrill.

Mr. -MORRILL: Mr, President, further ap-
plication, I think the statement was made that
their income was down. I' do not think that is
correct. Total income, exclusive of snowmobile
registration fees for 1975 was $54 million, or a
little bit  more;: for 1976 it was almost, $56

- million, which is a rather substantial increase.
__The PRESIDENT: Is the Senate ready for the

question. The pending question before the Senate

- is the Motion by the Senator from Kennebec,

Senator’ Speers, that Item 6-4, L. D. 163, be
recommitted to the Committee on Performance :
Audit. A Division has been requested.
Will all those Senators in favor of the Motion
to recommit rise in their places to be counted. .
Will all those Senators opposing the Motion to

recomimit rise in their places to be counted.

20 Senators havaing voted in the affirmative
and 4 in the negative, the Bill and accompany-
ing fpapers recommitted to the Committee on
Performance Audit in non- concurrence,

Sent down for concurrence,

Out of Order and Under Suspensxon of the
Rules, the Senate voted to consxder the follow-
mg matter:

Joint Order
STATE OF MAINE i
One Hundred and Erghth Legislature
-WHEREAS, The Boys' Basketball Team of

‘Jonesport-Beals High School has won the State

Class D Championsihp, we, the members of the
Senate and House of Representatwes do here-
by join in this order to extend our acknowledge-
ment and congratulations, and be it
ORDERED, while duly assembled in session
at the State Capltol in Augusta under the Con-
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stitution and Laws of the State of Maine, that
this official expression of sentiment be sent
forthwith on behalf of the Legislature and the
people of the State of Maine. (H. P. 722)

Comes from the House, Read and Passed.

Which was Read and Passed in concurrence.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair is very pleased
to welcome in the rear of the Chamber the
Class D Basketball Champions of the State of
Maine from Jonesport-Beals High School in
Washington County. i

It is of particular interest to note that this
Team has achieved the State Championship six
out of the last eight years in their Class.

The: Team is accompanied by their Coach,
Mr. Audie Alley, their Principal, Doug Brown,
and the Superintendent of Schools. They. are
also accompanied by the School Cheerleaders
and their Coach, Mrs. Donna Alley. 1 would like
to have this group rise and accept the greetings
of the Senate. We are very pleased to have you
.- here with us today, n &

1 also would like to introduce to you people
from Washington County the Senator who has
represented you here in Augusta for as many
years as well as he has, the good Senator from
Washington,: Senator -Wyman, The Chair
recognizes that Senator. :

Mr. WYMAN: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: I: want to thank you.: We in
Washington County are very.- proud of the
Jonesport-Beals School, and I think the state-
ment you read about the number: of cham-
pionships which they won speaks for itself, and
we are very happy to have them here today.

G Senate - :
Ought to Pass in New Draft

: Mr, Huber for the Committee on Appropria-
tions and Financial Affairs on, Bill, ‘‘An Act to
Allocate: Money from: Title II of: the Public
~Works Employment Act of 1976 for the Expen-.
ditures: of: State  Government for the. Fiscal
Year Ending June 30,1977, (Emergency) (S, P,/

49) (L.D.95) . . oo T
Reported that the same Ought to Pass in New
Draft under New. Title: ‘An Act to Allocate
Money. from . Title Il of the Public; Works
Employment Act of 1976 for the Expenditures
of State Government for the Fiscal Year Ending

June 30, 1977 and for. the Fiscal Year Ending -

gune 30,-1978.2L (Emergency)-(S.-P.-275).(L..D.-
57). : i ,
.Which Report was Read. g
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Speers.
Mr. SPEERS: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: This Bill is the so-called Title II Bill
that was submitted at the beginning of the Ses-
sion at. the recommendation of the Chief Ex-
ecutive of this State, and I think that it would be
a dereliction of duty. if we were to allow this
measure  to: simply. go. under the hammer
without at least a few.words of caution being
made, : e
I certainly have no intention at this point of
opposing the passage of this Bill, or amending it
at this time. But I think it very important for
the entire Senate to be fully cognizant of the
fact that this Bill does indeed have very ex-
panded implications for future budgets, not only
.. for the budget that is being worked on this year,
' There is no question whatever but that there
are very grave needs in the State of Maine un-
der our current expenditures, under the current
portion of our budget, and yet this particular
- Bill: does ' indeed 'add additional State
emé)loyee‘s; additional " functions, - albeit “with
Federal money, that possibly — and that is a big
if, but possibly will be required to have State
money in the future expended in order to con-
tinue those functions. There may well indeed be
additional Federal money that will be available

to. continue these functions, but that is a fact

which we are not aware of at the present time,

and if there is Federal money which is not going
to be available, then the State would be faced
with a very difficult choice of increasing
budgetary expenditures to continue these func-
tions, or having them go out of existence.

I think that this is a matter which we must
consider most carefully over the weekend and
over the next few days particularly, as to the
implications this Bill may have on future
budgets of the State.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Merrill,

Mr. MERRILL: Mr. President and Members
of the Senate: I rise to address the Senate; not
to specifically take exception fo the remarks of
the Majority Leader, the Senator from Ken-
nebec, Senator Speers, but to expand on them, if
I may. .

Let me first say just a few words about how
these monies got to us as it bears relevance, 1
think, on what we might expect for the future.
These are funds that come in the Public Works
Act and come as the result of a Bill that was
originally referred to as Counter-Cyclical, later
referred to as the Anti-Recession Bill. The Bill
was sponsored by Maine's Senior United States
Senator, Senator Edmund Muskie. == -~

The Bill was sponosred with a special eye

toward the problems that State Legislatures
and: local Governments faced in- times: of
economic down-turn,  recognizing that" State
Governments and local Governments faced the
double’ horned. dilemma of -a down-turn: in
revenue due to unemployment and economic
lag, . 'and an up-turn in. pressure for: public
spending due to increased unemployment and
all of the problems that that makes for society
that we: try to respond to here. It was as a
measure fo try to restore some of that lost
spending power and to assure that the State
Governments  in responding to the financial
crisis that they faced would not work counter to
the Federal efforts to improve the economy —
that is that while the Federal Government was

-- giving- a- tax decrease and- increasing- public

employment, that our own budget rigors would
not force us to cut back on employees or to have

" a large tax increase. So the Bill was sponsored

by the Senator from Maine, and ultimately

ended up in what was referred to as the Public"

Works Act, an Act which is going to continue, I

am certain;-as-certain as-we-can be-of anything—-

that Legislative bodies do, and an Act which ul-
timately terminates itself when unemployment
in the United States returns to what we refer to
now, probably euphemistically, as full employ-
ment budget.

This: is a measure then that is fied to the
National “unemployment *figures, : and - when
employment returns, the monies will naturally
end. Now you could say that is going to mean a
loss whenever that good day comes for this
Federal money - which is true, but that will be
accompanied, I think we can be certain, by at
least a $3 million increase in our State reven-
ues as a result of the fact that our people are
back in employment. Right now we have 10 per-
cent of our people unemployed. That means a
terrific economic short-fall in our own revenue
picture, ... ‘ . B

I think that is one thing for us to understand at
the out-set in considering the remarks of the
Majority Leader. : b

The second thing that we ought to consider is,
what he says is true, but it is true of so much
that we do. In 1979 we are looking at a budget in
excess of a Billion Dollars for this State. Less
than half of that, or about half of that comes
from General Fund Revenue, so the argument
of the Majority Leader, of course, is true, but
its implications are much broader than this
small Bill. If the Federal Government would
stop sending us the money that it sends us now,
the effects would be much more catastrophic
than the $3 million that this Bill represents. All
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of those programs, or- almost all of those
programs depend on continued Congressional
re-authorization.

Just yesterday the Chairman of the Ap-
propriations Commitiee, the Senator from
Cumberland, Senator Huber, presented a Bill to
once again send $14 million of our revenue shar-
ing back to the Towns for educational purposes.
If that $14 million revenue sharing stopped, we
would be $14 million worse off in the funding of
education, Those things are true for all of the
inter-relationships that we have built up, and I
don’t think we. can stop our Governmental
processes for fear that Congress-will not con-
tinue the program. s A

Let ‘me address just briefly some of the
specifics as they are raised. Many of the itemns

-that we funded in this Bill are items that are not
continuous. At the urging of the Chairman of the

Committee, for example, we are funding a
study, half-funding, I should say, the beginning
half of all our State buildings to see to it that we
find all of the economies that we can find in the
heating of those buildings. As presented in the
Governor’s Bill there is $225,000 to winterize
this building and the building across the street,
one time expenditures. There is money in this

" Bill to help the Department of Personnel to get

out from under the back-log of work. That is
temporary people that we are putting on to get
out from under the back-log. It is not a continu-
ing expense. There is $110,000 to help our Parks
Department to catch up with what is becoming

-a more and more severe back-log in taking care

of our parks.

The only real two items that have long-term k

— or three items that have long-term potential
that the Senate might be concerned about is
first of all, the increase, the extra $30,000 for
the Public Utilities Commission, which is put in
explicitly for the purpose of helping them get
more employees on the line, and the Governor’s
budget. reflects the need for those extra

_employees to be continued. The second item is

the increase, the million dollars or so that we
give to the Department of Mental Health and
Corrections.” For the second year, too, those
items are funded in the Governor’s budget, and
1 think if you look through the Bill you can see
that those funds are needed. If you consider the
problems - that - The. Department . of - Mental

.Health and. Corrections.is.facing, including.the......
suit, T think you could see that these moneys will

be well spent here in Maine and, in fact, save
much greater spendings to be made later on.
Finally, there is the one item that is con-
tinuous that is not funded as of present in the
budget, and that is the: appropriation for. the
Department - of - Human - Services.' This : is
probably the most important from a policy mat-
ter, but does certainly fit into. the Majority
Leader’s description most accurately, and that

is $1.250 million that we have put in to address -

the: problem of children -in the. State, the
problem of children that are abused, {o give the
State the capacity on a 24-hour basis to respond

‘to that abuse. Now the Commissioner of the

Department of Human Services thinks it might
be possible to find money to continue these ser-
vices in other Federal sources, and we certainly
hope so. I think it was the feeling of the Com-
mittee that this was so important, and especial-
ly after looking at the Resolution that was pas-
sed here last week, in which we re-affirmed our
commitment to saving the family life and doing
what we could to promote the healthy develop-
ment on the part of young people, and indeed

looking at the concern of the Senate for our.

young people as reflected in the vote on the
drinking age, I think as the Committee looked
at that and saw that registration of sentiment
on the part of the Legislature, we decided to
fund these all important programs in the hopes
that other Federal moneys could be found to
continue these.
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Certainly, I would say as one member of the
Appropriations Committee that there are many
items, all be they important, that have a lower
priority in my mind than seeing to it that our
young people are not abused, and seeing to it
that when the Department of Human Services
gets a call from an Attorney or from a parent
that a child is being abused, that they can res-

pond faster than 48 hours, as happened last:
summer; and when they do respond the child is:

dead because they did not respond.

- I say there are many items in this budget, if
need be, that we can cut before we cut money to
have that sort of response, and I would include
in those lower priority items General Fund
moneys going: to. the Department of Fish and
Game.

. The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the

. Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz.

Mr. KATZ: Mr, President, it took me about
four sessions of my service in the Legislature
before I figured out that the best way to es-
tgltl)lllsh State policy is through an appropriations

i

I want to say that [ am very pleased with the’

sponsorshlp of Senator Muskie of a Bill which

recognizes that a State's responsibilities are not -

easily met when the Federal people constantly
flow. money- around: the State. House into the
communities of a particular State, and this Bill

comes to the Legislature, and I think it is a.

wonderful precedent that he has set.

I have to admit that I am- disturbed by one.

- 'section of the Bill under the Department of Per-

- sonnel when it says, on Page 5, ‘‘provide for 12

- temporary or project employees and there shall

be no obligation on the part of the State to main-

tain the positions after the funds have been ex-
pended.’

On Page 3 of the Bill, referrmg to the 64 State
employees that will be hired in the Human Ser-
vices ' Department,  there. is no. comparable
language

1 have been around long enongh to know at
least there will be a moral responsibility on the
incoming  Legislature . if: additional - funds,
Federal funds are not found or if we are not able
to incorporate this, utilizing personnel from ex-
isting services, so I have to express some con-
cern. But I am not even vaguely critical of the
Appropriations Committee because the amount
of State needs are so overwhelming, and I am
sure - each of us. has a- different sense of
priorities.

But I want to make a point with you 1t goes
back to the liquor debate, which I found very

helpful; Most of the money that we seem to be :

spending in Human Services is of the crisis-
intervention nature and it takes care of the
needs of somebody at a particular point. We
have crisis intervention in child abuse; we have
crisis intervention in problems of the-alcoholic;
and we have crisis intervention right down the
line. There are those who claim that we have in
Legislative level, we have a crisis of the year,
and one year it may be alcohol and the previous

ear it may be marijuana and next year it may
ge child abuse.

‘Sometime I hope when we get access to some
Federal money or some additional money, that
“we try to be as constructive as the special in-
terest groups who come to us and decide where
we can put State or Federal dollars in a con-
structive manner of a preventative nature. of
an educational nature, so that we stop putting
all the money in the treatment of the abused
child ‘and ask ourselves how we can stop
children from being abused. I think that is a
very noble goal to aspire to.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Huber.

Mr. HUBER: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: There are a few additional points
concerning this Bill which I would like to ex-
- plain very briefly. First of all, the total ap-

propriations Bill; the appropnatlon of the Title:

II funds, as presented in this Bill, amounts to
$2,930 000 as; opp ed to the $3 150 000 in the
orrgmal Bill. :

The reason for thls decrease is that the fifth
quarterly payment under Title II funding has
not yet been Federally appropriated. I think
consideéring the change in the administration that
this probably will be funded and as the good
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Merrill, has
stated, 1 personally feel there is a good
probablhty that these Title II funds will be con-
tinued and even expanded. However, we did not
feel it prudent to allocate and appropnate these
funds until the payments were approprxated on
the Federal level,

I would also like to make a comment concern-
ing the one program which is neither a one-time
need or provided for elsewhere in the budget for
the second year biennium, mainly the Human
Services appropriations. One way to look at this
is that this million and a quarter dollars are
provided for primarily child abuse and neglect
programs, essentially prevents the curtailment
of other programs under Title 20. Without these
Title' II funds, I think. there is a good
probability, consrdermg the enthusiasm and
recognition of the needs in this area, that the Ti-
tle 20 funds, which are of a finite dollar amount,
would be partly consumed in the area of child
abuse and neglect. The use of Title II funds for
this. purpose liberates Title 20 funds for con-
tinuation of existing programs in many neces-
sary Human Services areas;

I would . also - briefly - like. ‘to concur. with

-Senator. Merrill about the probability of con-
" tinuation of these funds. I would also like to con-

cur with the Senator from Kennebec, Senator
Katz, that I sincerely hope in light of the man
very real human services needs that if suc
funds become available, that we can indeed get
into- a  preventive program, - rather: than- a
remedial program, which is very expensive;

- however, the needs are very real. But baslcally

I feel the treadmill in the various human ser-
vices areas,and mental health and corrections
areas, the treadmill is going too fast. To the ex-
tent we can slow it down to prevention, which is
usually. cheaper than remedial action, I feel
very strongly that we should do so.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Merrill.

‘Mr. MERRILL: Mr. President and Members
of the Senate: I would like to briefly respond to
the comments of the Senator from Kennebec,
Senator Katz, because as usual they were so
well taken and so enlightening, and I would just
like to add a couple things to them, not to argue
with him, but to amend them.

First of all, there is policy, of course, in this
Bill to some extent as you can see when you read
it, as it relates to this program of taking care of
children and children who are being abused and

I would like to say, because I know this is a sub- -

ject near and dear to the Senator from Ken-
nebec’s heart, and I think it is important policy
this matter was done in consultation with the
Committee that is concerned with the subject
area, the Committee on Health and Institutions,
and it is really their input that 1s reflected
there,

And, secondly, in no way to dlsagree with the
overall comment made y the Senator from
Kennebec, Senator Katz, but just to amend it sl-
ightly. rlght now we have people who have to try
to respond on a crisis basis and also try to do the
carry-through work that prevents these sort of
probfems from developing and prevents them
from recurring. I am sure it is a very difficult
decision to make on the part of the people that
are doing this sort of work as to what should
receive the highest priority. By adding some
people. who will respond to crises, it will free
up, I am sure, the time of some of the people
who are trying now to deal with these people on

a continuing basis, and to help the parents of
these children overcome the probiems that are
leading them into these forms of behavior. So 1
think, in no way taking away from the point of
the Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz, but 1
do think to some extent, in a minor way, his
concern is addressed in this Bill.

Which Report was Accepted and the Bill, in’

New Draft, read once.

Under Sus ension of the 'Rules on Motlon of

Senator Conley of Cumberland, ‘Bill Read Se-
cond Time and Passed to be Engrossed
Sent down forthwith for concurrence.

“Second Readers .
The Committee on .Bills in the Second
Readlng reported the following:
House — As Amended

Bill, ““An Act to Provide that the First 5 Days
of Deer Season Shall be for Maine Resldents
Only.”” (H. P. 11) (L. D. 20)
Which was read a-second time.

" The PRESIDENT: Thie Chair recognizes the
" Senator from York, Senator Lovell. ‘

Mr. LOVELL: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: This is an inconspicuous Bill to a

_certain extent, particularly to me as I never

went huntmg in:my life. My father did. not
believe in killing animals of any sort. But to
allow Maine residents 5 days in advance or take
5 days out of the hunting season, seems to me
unfair to out-of-state people, Now on this Bill
there is nothing that says how much Maine is
going to lose, and I understand hunters come in,
and I live in York County and I see the hunters
coming in the first days of the hunting season,
and I see them on the Turnpike, going up the
Turnpike, and it costs a good deal of money to
stay at the motels and buy the gasoline and food

-and so forth.

Now the out-of-state residents are not going
to know about this Bill, 5 days, and it is going to
cause a lot of hard feeling if they come in, find
they cannot hunt, and then they have got to go
back, Now it states there is an Amendment on
here. I have been handed a note that says the
Amendment makes ‘it only one day. I-just
received the Amendment, I could not find it in
the book. So, consequently if the Amendment is
only one day, I would say that that is not being
discrimination, or unfair, so I would move that
we accept the report :

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the

Senator from Cumberland, Senator Conley.
Mr. CONLEY: Mr. President, I am not going

. to be as kind as the good Senator from York,
Senator . Lovell,- after listening to the earlier.

debate with reference to the Fish and Game
Bill being sent back to Performance Audit, I
think it might be a good time in looking over
this Senate, to advise the moose of this State to
pack up and start moving into Canada. - -

But I think we should consider the fact that
we are Vacationland, and we rely very heavily
on the dollars from out of state, buying hunting
and fishing licenses,-and 1 think we are es-
tablishing a very bad precedent by opening up
our woods one day in advance to Maine natives,
We heard about the surplus within the Fish and
Game Department. There is a question in my
mind as to when we hit the point of where there
is no return and revenues of the Fish and Game
Department. start declining. One day or five
days, as far as I am concerned, gives a tremen-
dous advantage to the deer hunters of this State,
the natives of this State, I think if we are going
to look at the Fish and Game Department as a
business, and that is what it is, then I think we
should keep it equitable for everyone, and not
R{lst set up these little rules of our own so that

aine hunters have a great advantage over
everyone else.

Therefore, Mr. Presxdent wrthout success, I
realize, but T move the indefinite postponement
iof this ‘Bill and all its accompanying papers.
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‘, The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Penobscot, Senator Pray.

Mr. PRAY: Mr. President and Members of
the Senate: Having been with the good Senator
from Cumberland County when he was in the
wilds of Baxter Park, along with his very good
-friend, the Attorney General, seeing him leave
the door open and letting numerous bear run
through the State automobile, I am aware of his
knowledge of the outdoors.

Addressing the matter that we have in hand,
and being an:individual that deals with non-
-residents, particularly during the hunting
season, as a source of income, being the citizen
Legislature that we are, we have to rely upon
these things. I can very confidently state that
those. individuals of us that depend upon the
Vacationland - and. tourists and hunters and
fishermen are not fearful of this legislation. We
are not concerned about the economlc 1mpact
‘that it is going to have.

A number: of other. states do have similar
legislation: which give a variety of - days,
numbering from one to five, if my memory

serves me right, at different times throughout -

the season, sometlmes precedmg, sometimes
- following the season.

I would urge the Members of this Body to vote
agantrst the Motmn for Indefmlte Postpone-
ment,

The PRESIDENT The Chair recogmzes the -

Senator from Cumberland, Senator. Conley.

Mr. CONLEY: Mr. Presxdent I request a
- Division."

The PRESIDENT A lesnon has been re-
quested.:

Will all those Senators in favor of the Motion
to  Indefinitely Postpone Item 7-1, L.'D. 20,
please rise in their places to be counted -

‘Will all those: Senators opposed to the motion
to Indeflmtely Postpone Item 7-1, L. D. 20,
please.rise in their places to be counted,

- 4 Senators: having voted in the Affirmative,
and 19 Senators in the negative, the Motion to
Indefinitely: Postpone does not prevail:

Which Bill was Passed to be Engrossed as -

Amended in concurrence,

, Senate

: Blll “An Act to Revise the Maine Reglonal
berary System Law.'’ (S. P. 140) (L. D. 381)

-‘Which was Read a Second Txme and Passed-to- -

be Engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

Out of Order and Under Suspensmn of the
Rules, the Senate voted to consrder additional
Papers from the House,

Bills received - from . the House  requiring
reference to Commlttee were acted upon in con-
currence. -

- Out._of Order: and Under Suspensnon of the
Rules,” the Senate: voted- to: consider an' ad-
dltxonal paper from the House,
. Committee Report
House -
Ought to Pass in New Draft

The Committee on Local and Count; Sy Govern-
a

ment on, Bill, 'An Act to Revise the Salaries of
County Officers."” (H. P. 72) (L. D. 62)

Reported that the same Ought to Pass in New
Draft under same Title. (H. P, 738) (L. D. 752)
" Comes from the House, the Bill, in New
Draft, Passed to be Engrossed
 The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
. Senator from Knox, Senator Collins, "~

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. President and Members
‘of the Senate; In perusmg the new draft that is
before us concerning salaries of County of-
- ficers, T have noted that but for Section 11 of the
Bill, there would be a retroactive cutting of the
compensatlon of certain officers in my County
by a considerable amount, and I would question
the validity of such a move, Section 11 corrects
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that problem for ‘Knox County, but 1 i inquire of
the Members of. the Committee on Local and .
County Government whether there are any other
Counties that might besimilarly affected,
because if that should be the case I can foresee
legal as well as political difficulties.

I do not mean to quarrel with the direction

which the Bill takes. The Bill is establishing a .

practice of requiring County officials to pay
over their fees to the County Treasury, and tak-
ing away the value ‘of housing that is sometimes
furnished, for example to Sheriffs or Deputies
who live in the Jail premises, and I do not
quarrel with that direction, but I am concérned
to know whether there is any retroactive effect
that might be important to this Bill.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Knox,
Senator Collins, has posed a question through
the Chair to any Senator who may care. to
answer: :

The Chair recognizes the Senator from
Cumberland, Senator Jackson.

Mr. JACKSON: Mr. President and Members
of the Senate: I had the same reservations as
the good Senator from Knox had regarding
retroactivity when the application was-made

for Knox County, and we were.informed.that
there were no other problems with it, that Knox
County had not adjusted their salaries to com-
pensate adequately for the loss of retentlon of
fees.

Also, as the good Senator brought out, there is
another problem with the Bill, and I would like
the opportunity to talk to him before this Bill is
engrossed, and possibly we can come up with a
workable Amendment which would cover thls
problem,

Which Report was accepted in concurrence

The Bill, in- New Draft,” read once,’ and
Tomorrow Assxgned for Second Reading. -

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Speers. .

Mr. SPEERS; Mr. Pre51dent 1 move: the
geﬁate stand in recess untll the sound of the

e

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Ken—
nebec, Senator’ Speers, now moves' that the
Senate be at recess until the sound of the bell. Is
this the pleasure of the Senate? It is a-vote.

- (Recess)

(After Recess) -
The Senate called to order by the Presldent
On Motion of Mr. Huber of Cumberalnd,"
Adjourned to Tuesdav, March 15, 1977 at 10: 00
in the morning.




