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HOUSE 

Monday, Ft•brnary 23. lf)7(i 
T h c H o u s l' m c t a e c o I' d i n g t o 

adjoumment and was called lo ordel' by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by Fathel' Bel'lrnnd Poussard of 
Waterville. 

. The members stood at attention during 
.tbe singing of the National Anthem by the 
Oxford Hills High School Vikettes and 
Viking Voices of. Oxford Hills. 

The journal of the previbus session was 
read and approved. 

-----
"The -SPEAKER: On beha-lf oT the 

me_mbers of the House, we want to thank 
the Marines from the Marine Barracks of 
the Naval Air Station for the performance 
which they provided. for us during the 
stamp ceremony this morning and also for 
being here today. Thank you very much. 
(Applause) 

Papers from the Senate 
: From the Senate: The following Joint 
Order: (S.P. 706) 

WHEREAS, The Legislature has 
learned of the Outstanding Achievement 
and Exceptional Accomplishment of 

:James L. Boyle of .Waterville. founder of 
:American Legion Boys State in Maine. 
i We the Members of the Senate and 
'HQIJ§..El..<2Ll.li!.Pt:~i;;.enj_atl,:e_s_do he.reby Orc\er 
'that our congratulations and 
acknowledgment be.extended; anffurther 

Order and direct, while duly assembled 
in session at the Capitol in Augusta, under 
the Constitution and Laws of the State of 
·Maine, that this official expression of pride 
;be sent forthwith on behalf of the 
,Legislature and the people of the State of 
Maine. · · 

Came from the Senate read and passed. 
In the Bouse, the Order was read and 

passed in concurrence. 

Bills from the Senate requiring 
-reference were disposed of in concurrence. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Joint Order Relative to Stale 

'Go•iernmei1f Committee ·Reporting out a.: 
Bill Authorizing Legislative Review ,ind 

.Suspension of Proposed and Existing 
Administrati\'e Rules and Regulations 
lH,P. 2048) which was read and passed in 
the House on Februan 18. 
. ·came from tf1e Senate Read and 
Indefinitely Postponed in 
non-concurnence. 

: In the House: The House ,·oted to recede 
and concur. 

Messages and Documents 
The following Communication: (H. P. 

2065) 
State of Maine 

Executive Department 
State Planning Office 

184 State Street. Augusta, 
January 26, 1976 

·To the Governor, Legislature 
and People of Maine: 

The attached Survey of Municipal 
Planning and Regulatory Acti\'ity 
contains a summary of the current status 
(October 1975) of municipal planning and 
land use controls in l\laine, a comparison 
·or the situations in 1972 through 1975, and a 
series of charts showing the le,·el of 
activity in each municipality in l\laine.· 
grouped according to the eight Official 
Planning and DeYelopment Districts. 

· The number of municipalities which 
have joined Regional Planning 

Commissions dl'l'!'CaSC'd by 11 from 1974 to, 
,a total of 345. The number of planning· 
boards reporlt•d also deerem,t'd slightly. 
!Jowevt'r, zoning orclinanet's covering all 
·or part of a munil'ipality have been 
adopted by 138 municipalities, an increase 
of 5 peret'nt lo :1-t pereent. Munieipally 
adopted shore land zoning ordinances have· 
increased from 8 percent in January 1974 
to 72 percent in October 1975, a total of 319 
cities and towns. Subdivision control 
ordinances have also shown an increase: 
48 percent of Maine's municipalities now 
have them. Municipally appointed 
conservation commissions now serve 47 
percent of Maine ·s municipalities. 

There is a direct correlation between the 
size of a municipality and the adoption of 
zoning other than shoreland zoning: Of 
municipalities over 10,000 population, 94 
percent have zoning ordinances but this 
declines to 12 percent for municipalities 
with under 500 population. Development 
pressures have also encouraged adoption 
of zoning. ordinances, with the Southern 
Maine, Cumberland and Southern Mid 
Coast Districts having the highest 
percentages of zonilig ordinances. 
. Despite~ the incre,isii1g- p1;;ssu/e-off 
municipal budgets. municipal capital 
improvement programs have remained at 
:a low level. l\lobile home ordinances ha,·e 
:also increased as this type of housing has 
!become more prevalent.in Maine. 
! The various maps and charts provide a 
'.detailed picture of the status of land use 
;controls in Maine. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) ALLEN PEASE 

Stale Planning Director 
The Communication was read and with 

' 

• accompanying report ordered placed on 
file. · 

Petitions, Bills and Resolves 
Requiring Reference 

The following Resolve was received and, 
upon recommendation of the Committee 
on Reference of Bills. was referred to the 
following Committee: 

Natural Resources 
; ResolYe, Authorizing the Exchange of 
ieertain Public ResetTed Lands lH.P. 
,2066) (Presented by Mr. l\fatiin of Eagle 
Lake) lCo-sponsor: l\1r. Palmer of 
Nobleboro) (Approwd for Introduction bv 
·a Majority of the Committee on Reference 
of Bills pursuant lo Joint Order S.P. 635, as 
'amended) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Orders 
Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston presented the 

following Joint Order and mo,·ed its 
passage: lH. P. 2067) (Cosponsor: l\lessrs. 
Raymond of Lewiston, Cote of Lewiston, 
Jacques of Lewiston J 

WHEREAS. The Legislature has 
learned of the Outstanding Achievement 
and Exceptional Accomplishme1it of The 
Blue Devils of Lewiston High School Boys' 
Hockey State Champions for 1976 

WE the M.embers of the House of 
,!iepresentatiy~s .. a11d Se.nate __ d,Q_herebx 
Order that our congratulations and' 
acknowledgement be extended: and 
further 

ORDER and direct, while duly 
assembled in session at the Capitol in· 
Augusta, under the Constitution and Laws; 
of the Stale of Maine, that this official' 
expression of pride be sent forthwith oni 
behalf of the Legislature and the people ofj 
the State of Maine. i 

The Order was read and passed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

( Off Record Remarks) 

House Reports of Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Mr. MacLeocl from the Committee on 
Ar.propriatioris and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act to Provide Reserve Funds to 
Increase Employees· Salaries'' 
(Emergency) (H. P. 1801) (L. D. 1960) 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" 

Mr. LeBlanc from the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act to Increase Certain Salaries 
of State Officers, State Officials, Members 
of the Judiciary and District Attorneys" 
.(Emergency) (H. P. 1820) (L. D. 1981) 
reporting ''Ought Not to Pass'' 

Mr. Garsoe from the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act Making Additional 
Appropriations from the General Fund for 
the Expenditures of the Department of 
Educational and Cultural Services for the 
Current Year Ending June 30, 1976" 
(Emergency) (H. P. 1841) (L. D. 2006) 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" 
. Mr. Garsoe from the Committee on 
·Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act to Provide Funds for the 
Continuation of Children's Services within 
the State of Maine" (H. P. 1864) (L. D. 
2035) repo1iing '·Ought Kol to Pass" 

Were placed in the Legislatiye Files 
without fmther action pursuant to Joint 
Rule 17-A and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. LeBlanc from ·the Committee on 
,Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
:Bill ··An Act to Provide Dental Care to 
Developmentally Disabled Boarding and 
Nursing Home Clients and to Other 
Persons" (H. P: 1897) (L. D. 2077) 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Dover-Foxcroft, Mr. 
Smith. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, this item is in 
error. 

Thereupon. the Bill was recommitted to 
the Committee on Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Mr. Garsoe from the Committee -011 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act Appropriating Funds to the 
Maine Correctional Advisory 
Commission" (Emergency) (H. P. 1902°) 
(L. D. 2089) reporting "Ought Not to Pass'' 

Mr. Smith from the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act Authorizing Funds for the 
Purchase of Certain Lands Adjoining the 
Capitol Complex'' (H.P. 1926) (L. D. 2113) 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" . 

Mr. Smith from the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act Authorizing the Depa1tment 
of Indian Affairs to Purchase Nicatow 
Island on Behalf of the Penobscot Tribe" 
(H.P. 1935) (L; D. 2123) reporting "Ought 
Not to Pass" . 
· Mr. Carter from the Committee on 
1Appropriations and Financial Affairs· on 
'Bill "An Act to Authorize a Bond Issue in 
.the Amount of Sl,800,000 for the 
Renovation of Quick and Leavitt Halls at 
the Maine Maritime Academy" (H. P. 
1963) (L. D. 2152) reporting "Ought Not to 
Pass" · 

· Were placed in the Legislative Files 
without further action pursuant to Joint 
'Rule 17-A and sent up for concurrence. . 
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Mr. MacLeod from the Comn'l1tlee on 
Ar.propriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act to Establish the Contract 
Review Committee to Oversee the Bureau 
of Purchases" (H. P. 1980) (L. D. 2172) 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" 

0 n m o t i o n o f M r . S m i t h o f. 

JALBERT of Lewiston 

Reports were read. 
-of the House 

(On motion of Mr. Smith of' 
Dover-Foxcroft, tabled pending 
acceptance of either Report and tomorrow 
assigned.) 

Dover-Foxcroft, under suspension of the 
rules, the Bill was recommtlted to the 
Committee on Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs and· sent up for 

A few days ago, you will recall that the· 
Committee on Health and Institutional 
Services _i:im_orted ·•ought to pass" on a 
similar bill for the Arthritis Foundation 
and it was my feeling that all of these 
disea~es, if we are going to start reporting 
:them out "ought to pass," they sought to 
get similar and equitable treatment from 
the Appropriatfons Table, particularly Consent Calendar 
where. they are· coming from various First Day 
committees, That is why I signed Report B In accordance with House Rule 49-A, the 
and urge. passage today, although from following items appeared on the Consent concurrence. 
looking at the report from the Senators, I Calendar for the First Day: · 

Leave to Withdraw have no doubt what is going to_ happen to (H. P. 1973) (L. D. 2162) Bill "An Act to 
Mrs. Goodwin from the Committee .on1 this bill. ~~~~ Include Mail Order Merchants and 

. Appropriations and Financial Affairs on: The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes. Creditors Under the Maine Consumer 
BiH "An Act Creating the Maine the gentleman from Cumberland, Mr. Credit Code'' (Emergency)·.:.... 
Commission for Women" (H.P. 2008) <L. Garsoe. · Committee on Business _Legislation 
D. 2190) reporting "Leave to Weitb:oraw" - Mr. GARSOE: Mr. Speaker; Ladies and reporting "Ought to Pass"-as amenaed by 

Mr. Smith from the. Committee. on :Gentlemen of the House: I feel I have got Committee Amendment "A" (H-922) 
A_p.m::_opJi<!tlons _aQd Finat1_ci1:!LMf1!.iJLOll ·to explain my signature on this as a matter (H. P. 1964) (L. D. 2153) Bill "An. Act 
Bill "An I Act Making Supplemental :of consistency also,. because if it isn't Au_thor:.izLllg Central Mai.ne. _General 
Appropriations for the Maine Human• ,apparent now, I think it is very shortly Hospital School of Nursing to Confer 
Services Council" (H.P. 1815) (L. D. 1973) going to be apparent that we are going to 'Associate Degrees in Nursing" -
reporting "Leave to Withdraw" . . -be saying no to a great many fine pieces of Committee on Education reporting "Ought 
_:M.r. __ 1\1:cBr~!!li'tYfrow 1he Committee _ legislation. This particular one is a new _ to Pass'' as amended by Committee 

on N?tural"Resourc_e~ on Bill "An Act to program that the state is bemg asked to Amend~ent."A'.'-(H_-924)____ - ----~ 
Clan~y the Provis10ns of the Water participate in. It is basically money to .. No obJect10ns. bemg noted, the above 
Pollution S~atu~es" (H.P .. 1909) ,<,L. D. enablethis.group,whoaredoingfinework, .items were .ordered to appear on the 
2096) reportmg Leave to Withdraw but it is nevertheless to enable them to set ,Consent Calendar of February 24, under 

Reports were read and acce~ted and up their fund-raishig structure, and I .listing of the Second Day .. 
sent up for concurrence.• believe that given the situation that we are 

----- faced here today, we would be doing 
everyone a service if we could give these 

Divided Report. bills the treatment that I think they 
Tabled and Assigned · t 11 · t t d t 

Five Members from the Committee on fh:::i rt rfsr_re gomg Oge anyway an pu 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
Bill "An Act Appropriating Funds to the the gentlewoman from Pmtland, Mrs. 
MofaAinme cer~~~!~_r(~.thp_e __ Ef_J_l_~f_s_rl_.o_t_~-d-~--~-t~~ N~jarian. - . --- -· - -- -------

" Mrs. NAJARIAN: Mr. Speaker,.! move. 
·repoainglfepoit "A" that ffie same this be t~bled one legislative day. 
"Ought Nott<;> Pass" Thereupon, Mr. Palmer of Nobleboro 
· -Report was signed br the -folloi·frig, requested a vote on the motion. _ 
members: · . The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
Messrs. HUBER of Cumberland on the motion of the gentlewoman from-

GAHAGAN of Aroostook Portland, Mrs. Najarian,. that this matter 
MARCOTTE of York :be tabled pending the motion of Mr. Smith 
__ .. _____ _ __ .::::-olthe..Senate .. 'of Dover-Foxcroft to accept Report Band: 

· Messrs. MacLEOD of Bar Harbor fomorrow assigned. All in favor of that 
" . ""~~G.ARSOKoLCumhedand motioIL.wllLvot~yes.;Jhose, opposecLwilL 

· - of the House vote no. · 
. . 

Five Members from the same 
Committee report in Repmt "B" that the 
same"Oug_httoPass" _· ________ . 
. Report -was signed by the following 

members: · · 
Messrs. SMITH of Dover-Foxcroft 

CARTER of Winslow 
LeBLANC ofVan Buren 
JALBERT of Lewiston 

Mrs. GOODWIN of Bath 
- of the House. 

Reports were read. . 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from Dover-Foxcroft, Mr. 
1Smith. · 
· Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker. I mo,·e the 
.House accept Committee Report B and 
would speak briefly to my motion. -

The SPEAKER:. The gentleman from 
Dover-Foxcroft, Mr. Smith, moves that 
the House accept Committee Report B, 
·''Ought to pass'·. 

The Chair recognizes the same 
gentleman. . 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: You may think it 
curious that we have two divided reports! 
today from the Committee on 
Appropriations, a rare occurrence, indeed. 
With respect to item 14, which is before you 
now, the reason I signed Report B was 
really a matter of consistency as far as mY: 
personal signature was concerned. 

-A vote of the House was taken. 
: 74 having voted in the affirmative and 47 
_having voted in the negative,. the motion· 
.did prevail . 

Divided Report 
Tabled and Assigned 

. Majority Report of the Committee on 
Ar.propriations and Financial Affairs on 
Bill "An Act Providing Funds for Young 
Women's Christian Association Fair 
Harbor Emergency Shelter. in Portland, 
Maine an Emergency Shelter for Girls" 
(H.P. 1876) (L. D. 2051) repoiting "Ought 
Not to Pass" 

Report was signed by the following 
membe1·s: 
Messrs. HUBER of Cumberland 

GAHAGAN of Aroostook 
MARCOTTE of York 

-of the Senate. 
~essrs, S_MrfHof.Po~r-Foxcroft _ 

MacLEO D of Bar Harbor 
CARTER of Winslow 
GARSOE of Cumberland 

-of the House , 
Minority Report of the same Committee· 

reporting "Ought to Pass" on the same 
Bill. 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 
Mrs. GOODWIN of Bath 
Messrs. LeBLANC of Van Buren 

Consent Calendar 
Second Day 

, In accordance with Bouse Rule 49-A, the 
1following items appeared on t:he Consent 
:Calendar for the Second Day: . · 
, (H. P. 1851) (L. D. 2020) Bill "An Act 
-Authorizing Educational Associates, Inc., 
;to Confer Associate in Applied Science 
1Degrees" (C. "A." H-919) 
: (S. P. 658) (L. D. 2083) Bill "An Act to 
\Amend the Real Estate Disclosure Law" 
(C. "A" S-399) . 

. No objections having been-noted at the 
end of the Second Legislative Day, the 
above items were pass_ed to be engrossed 
as amended in concurrence or passed to be 
engrossed as amended and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Passed to Be Engrosseci , 
· Amended Bill · 1 

Bill "An Act Authorizing the Legislative 
Council to Accept Grants from Public and 
Private Agencies" (Emergency) (S, P. 
672) CL. D. 2143) (S. "A" S-400) . 

Was reported by the Committee on Bills 
in the Second. Reading, read the second 
, time, passed to be engrossed as amended 
in concurrence. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
Emergency Measure . 

An Act Converting Wallagrass 
Plantation into the Town of Wallagrass 
and Converting New Canada Plantation 
into the Town of New Canada (H.P. 1822) 
(L. D. 1983) (C. "A" H-897) 

Was reported _by the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
engrossed, This being an emergency 
measure and a two-thirds vote of all the 
members elected to t.he House being 

:necessary, a total was taken. 128 voted in 
favor of same and none against and 
accordingly· the-- Bill - was- passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Emergency Measure 
An Act Relating to Fiscal Year 

Transitions for Municipalities (H. P. 1833) 
(L. D.1998) 

Was reported by the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly. 
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engrnssed. This befog an emergl•ncy 
measure and a two-thirds vote of all the 
members elerll•d to the House being 
necessary a total was taken. 122 voled in' 
favor o·r. same and 8 against and 
accordingly the Bill was passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act Concerning Allowances Granted 

to Indian Representatives During Special 
Sessions (H. P. 1921) (L. D. 2109) 

Was reported by the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Westbrook, Mr. 
Laffin. · . 

Mr. LAFFIN:. Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I would just like 
to have clarified here that they have to be 
here to accept the pay, as we do, by being 
here for special session. 
. The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Eastport. Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the House: The,· can't collect unless they 
come here first. · 

Thereupon; the Bill was passed lo be 
em1cted, signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

An Al'l Relating to Emergency Lights 
for Vehicles (H.P. 1954) (L. D. 2139) 
, Was reported by the Committee on 
: Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
·engrossed. _________ . _________ _ 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes· 
the gentleman from Farmington; Mr. 
Morton: 
· Mr. MORTON: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to address· a _g_uestion throim_h the, 
Chair to anyone who would care to answer: 
.it. I have read the orignial statutes and I 
have read this one. I. see very little 
difference and I would like to know the 
pu.r_pose of this bill, if I mill', please, . 
, The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Farmington. l\1r. 1\1011011, has posed a 
question through tlw Chair to anyone who 
m<1,Y care to answe1·. _ · __ 

The Chair rel'ognizes the gentleman 
.frQID_Wfstb(ook, :'l!r, Laffig. _ 

l\'h-. LAFFIN: :\Ir. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: In order to 
answer this and elarify it, I would like to 

· explain that during session here on· the 
107th, the regular session. we passed this 
to become law. Howe\·er, there were a 
couple. incidents in it where it should have 
been "shall" or "may". Consequently. this 
way it ties the volunteer firemen, it ties the 
volunteers who are haying· red lights on 
their cars to answer specificially to the 
chief of the municipality of the fire 
department or the town fire department, 
whichever the case may be, that they are 
responsible to them and in return the chief 

· is responsible to the municipal officers of 
all communities. Theret'gxe, w~ did lea\'e 

·out a fe,v words and the bill was rewritten 
for the concern of the state police uncl the 
concern of the fire chiefs and the conl'ern 

_of tb~ wunid.P,1liti~s. 
When I put that bill in, I did lea\'e that. 

out and I would ha\'e lo lake the blame for 
it, the first sessionwe were in, and now we, 
feel that it is cmn•l'led for all concerns and 
that is why we had to ha \'e that go. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the genlh•man from Farmington. !\Ir. 
Morton. 

Mr. MORTON: l\lr. Speaker, the reastm 
I am inquiring about this bill. l did ha\'e a 

call fnH11 the fin• dl'[Hlrtrnent in my 
community in L'onneelion with ii. 
Apparently the gentleman from 
Westbrook perhaps can clear me up on 
this. This does allow for the red light to be 
displayed in lwo places rather than one. 
where ~t presently its only on the dash, and I 
am a little bit coneerned, and I will make 
sure that I understand it, because this does 
say do\\n in the sixth line from the bottom 
"except where actually enroute to the 
scene of the fire or other emergency 
requiring his services." The old law says,. 
"or other emergency" well, maybe it says 
exactly the same thing. But I want to make 
sure that a firefighter can use his red light 
when he tra\'els from his home to the fire 
station to get on the fire trucks to go to a 
fire. · 

I hope the gentleman from Westbrook 
can clear that up. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman rom Westbrook, Mr. Laffin .. 

Mr. LAFFIN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and· 
Gentlemen_of _the House~ In _res1Hmse_ to 
Representative Morton's question, it 

:definitel,Y does. This is _primarily a 
. ,,olunteer fireman ·s bill. It does allow· him 
to go from his home to the fire station to 
get onto a truek and usl' his red light. 

. Under this law. it has lwcn l'larified as 
such. 

Thereupon, till' Bill was passed lo be 
em1l'led. signed by the Speake1• and sent lo 
the Senate .. 

An Act Appropriating Funds to the 
Maine Chapter of the Arthlitis Foundation 
(H. P'. 2042) (L. D. 2216) . 

Was repo1ted by the Committee on. 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
engrossed, passed to be enacted, signed by 

. the Speaker and sent_to the Senate. 

, Orders of the Day 
The Chair laid before the House the first 

tabled and today assigned 1natter; 
Resolution, Proposing an Amendment to 

. the Constitution .\llowing the Governor 
Ten Days toAl'I on Legislation (H. P.1970) 
(L. D. 2159) . 

Tabled -- Febrnary 20 by Mrs. Najarian 
of Portland 

· Pending-- J.<'inal Passag't' 
On motion of lllr. Birt of East 

Millinocket, under suspension of the rnles, 
the House rel'onsidered its action whereby 
the Resolution \nts passed to be engrossed. 

The same gentleman. offered House 
Amendment "A" and moyed its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" (H-926) was 
reii4 l?x.tl!e_Qerk flnd agop_t_~d. ---~-

The resolution was passed to be 
engrossed as amended in non-concurrence 
and sent_up for concurrence. 

T-he Chair laid before the House fhe 
second tabled and today assigned matter: 

An Act Concerning Municipal 
Appropriations lo Incorporated Volunteer 
Fire Depa11ments (H. P.1906) (L. D. 2093) 

. Tabled - Febrnary 20 by Mr. Talbot of 
Pmtland · 

Pending-- Passage to be Enacted. 
On motion of l\Irs. Mitchell of 

Vassalboro. under suspension of the rules, 
the House reeonsidered its action whereby 
the Bill was passl'd lo be engrossed. 

The saint' gt•ntlewoman offered House 
Amendment .. .\" and mtn-ed its adoption. 

House Anwndment ".\" (H-9251 was 
read by the Clerk. 

The ·sPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentil•,rnn1an r,;om \'assalboro. l\lrs. 
Mitchell. 

Mr. MITCHELL: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: During the course 
of this bill's passage between the two 
bodies, the question was raised as to 
whether or not the bill accomplished its 
intent. Unfortunately, the Attorney 
General confirmed my worst fears, it did 
not accomplish its intent. For this reason, I 
have drafted an amendment which the 
same Attorney General agrees does 
accomplish the purpose of this legislation. 

Currently, when a town appropriates 
money for the use of an incorporated 
volunteer fire department, any amount in 
excess of $1,000 is distributed and 
controlled by the selectmen. This 

· amendment allows the town to have two 
options. They can continue to operate the 
way they have always operated, with the 
selectmen controlling the amount of 
money, or the entire appropriation may be 
passed over to the treasurer of the fire 
,depa1tment for the fire department to 
·administer. 
. One of the towns that I represent brought 
this bill to my attention for this reason. 
The Town of Sidney has three volunteer 
fire department~. Annually, they 
appropriate appro.x1mately $7,500. Only 
$1,000 can go chret'lly to the three 
departments. whieh means approximately 
$300 per dt•partment. En•ry time the othe'r 
depaitment needs money, they must go 
back through the selectmen. 

If the town wishes, under this.· 
amendment, by vote of a governing body, · 
the entire S7,500 in Sidney could go directly 
to the treasurer of the department, If a 
town did not vote to do this, business would 
be continued as usual. This bill offers the 
option of local control to the community as 
to how they wish to expend the money they 
have appropriated for the fire depa1tment. 

Thereupon, House Amendment "A" was 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Buxton, Mr. Berry . 

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: Mrs. Mitchell has 
done an excellent job of explaining the 
amendment. I am sure there are many in 
·here who are served by volunteer 
departments and there are some that are 
not. For those who are not served by 
volunteers, I would just like to explain that 
currently the appropriations that are 
appropriated at a local town meeting to the 
fire department go through the selectmen 
and go through the town treasurer. The 

· fire departments· have no great trouble 
getting the money that is appropriated. 
They merely go out and buy whatever they 
want to buy, according to their budget, 
·submit the bills back to the selectmen and 
the treasurer writes the checks and pays 
the bills. 

In the Town of Buxton. this year. and I 
have the town warrant here, in all 
probability we will appropriate $89,446 to 
be_ expended for purposes of fire 
protection. Under Mrs. l\'litchell's bill. it 
would be possible in another year for the 
town treasurer to write a check for $89,446 
and pass it directly to the fire chief. We 
happen to have Yery good, capable fire 
chiefs in the Town of Buxton right now. but 
these chiefs are ~lected by the fire
department; they are not elected by the 
town's people, and we could ha\·e 
practically anybody for a fire chief, and 
most of the people in town would ha,·e 
nothing to say about it. I ce1tainly wouldn ·t 
feel very comfortable, knowing some of 
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thepeoplethatcouidbefirechlefs;having,' togothroughtheselectmenorthetown can adopt the method they want 
a check in their possession, or the fire, treasurer. If anybody doesn't understand themselves. It is a good amendmC?nt ,ind I 

· department's possession, for$89,000. that, I would be glad to let them read this would hope we do not ind\:?l'initely 
It seems to me that there is nothing later on: . . postpone. 

wrong with the way it is presently done. It The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes. Mr. Berry of Buxton was granted 
:is a good system and it is the exact same the gentlewoman from Vassalboro, Mrs. permission to speak a third time. 
system that every penny that is spent in' Mitchell. · Mr. BERRY: Mr .. Speaker, Ladie.s and 
behalf of the Town of Buxto1} goes through. Mrs. MITCHELL: Mr. Speaker and .Getitlemen Qf.lb_e_HQ..lJSe: I don't stand )).ere 
I really don't see any need to change that Members of the House: I am sorry Mr. proposing that this doesn't make it 
system for one town in the State of Maine. Berry had such trouble, but one reason he optional. I didn't say that. I know it makes 

I don't know why any fire department had such trouble is because the bill is not it optional. But I would ask you to consider 
would want the responsibility of keeping before us, so this really isn't germane. On .this,· and I will give you an example of 
accurate books, accurate enough_ to, the the second stack here, he has another what happens in my town.' We have three 
extent that they could go to a town meeting letter saying the amendment does exactly fire departments located in each corner .of 
and· answer any question that might be ·what I said it would do. It gives the towns the town .. These fire departments are 
asked about the expenditure of the sum of the option, as .Mr. Dam has said. They may manned by about 150 volunteer firemen. I 
money that, as Mrs. Mitchell said would be continue to do business as usual or they .have lived in a .small town long enough to 
$7,000 in her case; in my case, it would be .have the option of giving the money know that if anybody decides that they 
$89,000. - I think• the- selectmen -and the directly to the fire department. Buxton can want something, the place to geUt is town 
treasurer of the town ai·e far more capable manage its money any way it chooses and meeting, and the way to do it is to bring 150' 
of disbursing that money than ariy fire Sidney can manage its money any way it people to town meeting. . · 
chief that I know of. Therefore, I move the chooses. _ , Anybody . who lives in a small town 

· indefinite postponement of this bill arid all The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes knows just exactly what I am saying. If 
its accompanying papers. · the gentleman from York, Mr .. Rolde. you brought ·150 people to any town 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and meeting that was ever held in the Town of 
Buxton, Mr. Berry, moves the indefinite: Gentlemen ·of the House: We have haq EuxtQn_,J.Q!l __ coulcj__giy_~_tll~. 'J_'_Q.'\Y!LOf 
postponement-~of-this-Bill-and--a-u-some-problems-iffour-community with this- -- Buxton;to the TowffofHollis if vou wanted--- · 
accompanying papers. · . ' method of disbursement of funds; todoit. · 

The· Chair recognizes the gentleman theref~re, ~ am interested in the bill. · . · : . While you may think this is optionar, 
from Skowhegan, Mr. Dam. . :- Prev10us i.- In deaung_ willi_ volunteer ;because it does look that way,) am telling_ · 

·Mr. DAM: Mr~er · Ladies ancf fire departments, there was another. !you it is not optional and within one year, if 
Gentlemen of the Hous~: I am not situation that seems to be analogous to this bill passes, if you want to know hO\V · 
speaking on the amendment that the good this .. There was bill passed !hat W(?Uld h3:ve optio~al it•is, come on down to the town 
lady offered; I am speaking directly on the allowed selectmen to appomt a smgle fire meetmg one year from next Saturday_. .· . 
bill as it is before you. I hope that we do not chief in a town. This was passed by the l'he SPEAKER: The pending question is 
indefinitely postpone this bill. · .106th Legislature, which caused quite a on the motion of the gentleman· from 

In the bill. itself, the way it was gooddealofdifficulty. . Buxton, Mr. Berry, that this Bill and all 
presented, it does not mandate that the In the last regular session, I sponsored a accompanying papers. be indefinitely 
municipal o'fficers or treasurer turn over bill, cosponsored it \\ith the gentleman postponed: All in favor of that motion will 
the money·to the fire chiefs .. oL .. an :from Buxton, Mr. Berry, which. would voteyes;thoseopposedwillvoteno. 
incorporated rnlunteer fite department. 1have. gi yen to~n:is t?e option at a toym A vote of the House was taken. 
What was done we struck out the words meetmg of dec1dmg 1f thev wanted to g1v~ Thereupon, _Mr. Shute of Stockton 
"Not in excess of $1.000." Assuming a town that power to the selectmen or if they Springs requested a roll call vote. -
had,raised .. $1,500, they could not have wanted to cho_os~ ai~other method. It seems The SPEAKER:· A r?ll call has been 
turned this over in one lump sum. Under to me that this 1s exactly what Mrs. requested. For the Chall' t.o order a roll 
this bill, they could,. because it says that Mitchell's bill will.do, it will leaye it up to· call, i~ must have the expressed desire of 
when a sum has been appropriated for.the the towns to dec1~e. hO\~ they want. to on~ fifth of _the m~n:ibers pre_sent and 
use of the deyartment, the municipal operate and deal with then: volunteer fire vqtmg. All those desmng a i:;oll call vote 
officers may issue may issue their department. I hope you will support her will vote yes; those opposed will vote no .. 
warrant. . . . . bill. · . A vote of the House was taken, and more 
·-Withcthis..billthe~way iUs.iLk~eps~itJn:.~ ThLSPEAKE:],~ TtJ.e_ C.lla.tr_ reco_g11izes __ t~an __ ()!1_~Jjftho~ ;h,E:_. members_ presen!_ ··-·· ~"· 
the hands of the municipal officers. It does tlie gentleman from Corrntn, ~Sti::ou~ liaving expressecf a desire for a roll ca:Tr,a-- -
not IDandate that they turn over $87,000, Mr. STROUT: -Mr. Speaker, Lad1~s aI)-d ro!]_call~~ ordered. , ___ _ 
$8,000, $7,000 or any number of thousands. ~n~lemen of the House: When this bill The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
to. the volunteer incorporated fire ongmally came out, I had some thoughts on the motion of the gentleman from 

· department, it says they may. That is all it o~ whether it was permissiye or not. I :Buxton, Mr. Berry, that this Bill and all 
says. It is permissive legislation for those think the amendment that 1s before us :accompanying papers be indefinitely 
towns that want to do it.. t<?day ('.larifies my positio~. From ."'.hat postponed. All in favor of that motion will 

As far -as the amendment, I am not dis_c1:1ss1qn I have had with mmuc1pal vote yes; those oppos~d_w!l]_y_g!e no. ____ . __ 
speaking on the amendment, just on the officials 1s that the amendment takes care ·· --- ----:-·- ROLL CALL . 
bilL'itself and I would hope we would not, of what we actuall_y want. YEA-::- Albert Bachrach Berry P. P. · 
indefinitelypostponeittoday. . In e~senc~; I thmk what_you are saying But,' lfowie·, cah, Carey,Carter:·-cote: 

The SP:i:;AKER: The' Chair recognizes h~re with this am~ndment 1s that the towns Dow, Dudley,· Durgin, Farley, Gray; 
the gentleman from Buxton, Mr. Berry. will have t?e opt10n whether. they want_ to Hennessey, ·Hewes, . Hobbins, Hunter, 
· Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, I would just vote at t?~Ir local town meetmg to reqmre Hutchings, Immonen, Ingegneri, Jacques, 

like to remind Il1-Y good friend from the mumc1pal _treasur~r to t_ur!1 the money Jensen, Joyce, Kauffman; Leonard, 
Skowhegan that there is no bill, it is the over to the chief. ~ thi!1k this 1s one of the Lewin, Lewis, Littlefield, Lizotte, Lynch, 
amendment. The amendment replaces the problems I had with it, and as I see. the Mackel.,_ ___ M a c Leo <L_ __ M a cti IL A . ; 
entire bill. So I guess if he is speaking on .af!len_dment_ today, I see no pro~lem with McBreairty, McMahon, Mills, J.\llorin, 
the bill, he must be wrong. . . _this bill. I think we should pas_s this alon_g. Norris, Peterson, P.; Quinn, Rideout, 

I would also like to read an opinion from· . The SPE4KER: The Chall' recogmzes Rollins, Shute, Stubbs, Susi, Talbot, Tarr, 
the Attorney Gene1:al regarding_ ~he !h~~!_ltlemanfrom Skowhegan. Mr. Dam. Teague,. Theriault, Torrey, Tozier, 
amendment, or the bill, and the opm10n Mr .. DAM: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Truman,. Twitchell, Tyndale, Usher, 
from the Attorney Gel)eral says, Gentlemen of the House: When I spoke Webber. 
"Removal of the words 'not in excess of previously, I did not have the amendment NAY -Ault, Bagley, Bennett, Berry, G. 
$1,000' will provide communities with an before me, I had just the bill. However, as W.; Berube, Blodgett, Boudreau, Burns, 
option in administering fire. department far as the amendment that Mrs. Mitchell Bustin .. Byers, Carpenter, Chonko, 
appropriations. Once the warrants _are has·offered, it is just what Mr. Strout has Churchill, Clark, Conners, Connolly, 
issued, ad ministration of the just got done telling you. it will allow the Cooney, Cox, Curran, P.; Curran, R.; 
appropriatiop.s becomes the sole. towns to dei what they want to do. It does Dam, Davies, Doak, Drigotas, Farnham, 
responsibility of the incorporated not mandate anything to them, it does not Fenlason, Finemore, Flanagan, Fraser, 
volunteer fire department." · . change anything, it merely lets the towns Garsoe, Goodwin, H; Goodwin, K.; Gould, 

The Attorney General ha~ said, !f you do, jVOte the way they want to, appropriate the Greenlaw, Hall, Henderson, Higgins, 
remove. the $1,000, the fire chiefs are. _money ;md disburse the money. There are Hughes, Jackso~, Kany, K;elleher, Kelley, 
responsible and do have that money and- :two methods there, and they can either ·Kennedy, Laffm, LaPomte, Laverty, 
can expend that money and it won't have' stay with the method we have now or they 'LeBlanc, Lovell, Lunt, MacEachern, 
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i\lartin. IL: :\lax\1ell. :\leKl'rnan. 
i\liskayagL•, :\litc·hL•II. :\!orion. :'l:adeau. 
Najarian. l'eakL•s. Pearson, Pelosi. 
Perkins. S.: Perkins. T.; Pier('e, Post. 
Powell. RaYmond. Rolde. Saunders, 
Silverman, Smith, Snow, Snowe, Spencer, 
Strout. Tierney, Wagner, Wilfong, 
Winship. 

ABSENT -- Carroll, Curtis, DeVane, 
Dyer, Faucher, Gauthier, Hinds, Jalbert, 
Mahany, Mulkem, Palmer, Peterson; T.; 
Sprowl. Walker. 

Yes. 57; No, 79: Absent, 14. 
The SPEAKER: Fifty-seven having 

voteed in the affirmative and seventy-nine 
in .fhe ,negati\·e. with fourteen· being, 
absent, the motion does not prevail. . 

Thereupon, the Bill was passed to be 
engrossed as amended and sent up for' 
concurrence. 

l\lr. Burns of Ansii.11 was granted
unanimous ('OJlSt'nl lo addn•ss the House. 
. -Mr. RlTHNS: l\lr. Speaker, LadiL•s and 
'Gentlemen of. till' House: We ha \'l' beL' 11 
here six WL•eks knoeking our heads against 
a briek wi1ll attempting to solve an 
insolvable probll•m, because lo dale we 
have not bill en Uw built•! and attacked the 
real problem raising money. Education 
needs fundiJJg, state employees need a 
rai~e and the taxpayers of the state need 
rehef. These problems are tearing the 
state apart. 

The last report card stated that the 107th 
Legislature has been one of the hardest 
wo.rlcj!Jg, rte_dic_ated 9.9.dies. this state has 
seen in many yea1·s. We have the expertise 
•with the additional experts in the 
executive branch as well as the citizens of 
this state. We can start with the 
Governor's Report on Taxation and 
fashion a tax package. Why should we 
allQW the lQ~th Legislature to go down in 
history as the group that gave this state 
tax reform'? The tools are available, and 
as a freshman legislator, I am ready to roll 
up my slee,·es and go to work. Let's have 
tax reform now. 

Mr .. Dam of Skowhegan was grankd 
unanimous L'OllSL'nl lo address the Hom;,'. 

· l\lr. DAM: l\lr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of till' House: On vour desks 
todav, thL'l't' is what is kno,rn as the 
Legislatin• Bul!Ptin put out by Maine 
Municipal Assol'iation. I would like to ('all 
your attention to this. because I think this 
is one reason why the municipal officers 
and the municipal officials of this state and 
the small towns are really confused with 
what is going on down here in the State 
Legislature. 

On the front page, as you read this, it 
says "as a result of an amendment 
eliminating the uniform fiscal year 
mandate. for school purposes, L.D. 1998 
was killed by the Senate thi~ week." Then 
you go on and read that this amendment. 
was not successful in the House and ca used 
the entire bill's defeat. You go on further to 
read that the Ml\IA staff will be seL•king 
another Iegislati\·e \'ehicle to atla('h this 
amendment to. I think sometimes the 
MMA jumps the gun and sometimes they 
put out a lot of bologna to blo,,· their own 
horn to let the communities.think that the~· 
are doing one whale of a job down here in 
representing those communities. 

If my memor)· se1Tes me right. the 
commjttee amendment was adopted in the 
House and taken off in the Senate. The bill 
was not killed. it was just passed between 
·hfo bodies and if what we haw done here 
this morning on L.D. 1998, unless there is 
another L. D. 1998 floating_ around 

somewlll'rl'. \\'l' ha\'l' passL•d ii lo bl; 
enac!Pd with no lwlp of the i\lainc 
Municipal Association looking for anothl•r 
vehicle to atlaeh it to. · 

The reason that I am making these 
remarks is so they will be in the record so 
that any time anybody from Maine 
Municipal Association comes to a county 
meeting and tells how hard they worked to 
get this amendment on this bill at least it 
will be pa1t of the record so I can show 
these people what a lot of bologna they are 
being fed sometimes by _the various 
advisory or so-called advi.sory 
organizations that are being supported in 
this state with taxpapers' dollars from the 
towns. 

Mr. Lewin of Augusta was granted 
unanimous consent to address the House. 

Mr. LEWIN: l\fr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: 

The Speake!' raps his gavel to get all of 
our attention: · 

To stand, lo sit, lo adjonm, these things I 
simply mention. 

Some gavels are madl' of maple, while 
others may be oakL•n: 

Uncle!' thL' hand of the Speaker, they are 
so easily broken. 

Is it the Arnostook potatoes that brings 
on all this st!'ength; 

Or is. it the Augusta air he absorbs at 
some great length'? 

Being responsible legislators, we want to 
save some money: 

So we bought a smaller gayel, w~ think it. 
is a honey. 

Our House Clerk is a good one, we cannot 
see hj):p. hurt; _ . ... . . • _ . 

Wlien swinging this gavel, Mr. Speaker, 
please don't aim it at Mr. Pert. 

(Applause). 
-----

( Off Record Remarks) 

On motion of Mr. La Pointe of Portland, 
Adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow 

morning. 
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