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- HOUSE 

Thursday, April 3, 1975 
The House met according lo 

.·adjournment and was called to order. by 
· the Speaker. 

_ Prayer by lhe Rev. George Gnade of 
Madison. 

The journal of yesterday was read and 
_approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Sen ate: The following 

Communication: · 
THE SENATE OF MAINE 

AUGUSTA 

·Honorable Edwin H. Pert 
Clerk of the House 
10'7th Legislature 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mr. Pert: 

April 2, 1975 

The President today appointed. the 
{allowing members of the Senate to the 
Committee of Conference on Bill, "An Act 
to Remove Certain Provisions in the Motor 
Vehicle Statutes Concerning Unnecessary 
Tire and Brake Noises" (S. P. 100) (L. D. 
378): 

Senators: 
GREELEY of Waldo 
CLIFFORD of Androscoggin 
MERRILL of Cumberland 

Signed: 
Respectfully; 

HARRY N. STARBRANCH 
Secretary of the Senate· 

The Communication was read and 
ordered placed on file. 

Bills from the Senate requiring 
reference were disposed of in concurrence. 

Reports of Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Report of the Committee on State 
Government reporting "Ought Not to 
Pass" on Bill "An Act Concerning 
Veteran's Preference in State 
Employment" (S. P. 166) (L. D. 549) 

Was placed in the Legislative Files 
without further action, pursuant to Joint 

. Rule 17-A in concurrence. 

Divided Report 
: Majority Report of the Committee on 

Judiciary on Bill "An Act Relating to 
Liability of Natural Gas Distributors" (S. 
P. 37) (L. D. 93) reporting "Ought to Pass" 
in New Draft under Same Title (S: P. 419) 
(L.D.1267) 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 
Messrs. CLIFFORD of Androscoggin 

COLLINS of Knox . 
- of the Senate. 

Messrs. HUGHES of Auburn 
SPENCER of Standish 
HENDERSON of Bangor 
BENNETT of Caribou 
HOBBINS ofSaco 

Mrs. MISKA V AGE of Augusta 
- of the House. 

Minority Report of same Committee 
reporting "Ought Not to Pass" on same 
Bill. 

Report was signed by the following 
members: · 
Messrs. HEWES of Cape Elizabeth 

PERKINS of South Portland 
GAUTHIER of Sanford 

-of the House. 
Came from the Senate with the Majority 

"Ought to Pass" Report accepted and the 
New Draft passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: Reports were read. 

The SPEAKER: The Cba1i- recogn1zes 
· the gentleman from Caribou, Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I move 
aeceptance of the Majority "Ought to 
pass" Report. · 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Caribou, Mr. Bennett, moves the House 
accept the Majority "Ought to pass" 
Report. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Hewes. 

Mr. HEWES: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: It is with 
reluctance that I oppose the gentleman 
from Caribou on this particular bill, but I 
think it need not pass. 

As I understand the L. D., which is a new 
draft, L. D. 1267, there is a.presumption 
created by which if an explosion occurs, 
the burden theff becomes the gas 
company's to prove why it occurred. In 
other words, if someone is lighting a match 
in the kitchen and the explosion takes: 
place, the gas company has the burden of 
going forward, and they were not 
personally right there. They only- contact 
that particular dwelling through their gas 
lines, and this is a substantial change in 
existing law. · . 

A bill with the same title has been here in 
past sessions and has been defeated. I ask 
for a division and hope you · will vote 
against the pending motion. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recogn1-ies 
the gentleman from Bangor, Mr. 
Henderson. _ ____ . . -~~ 

Mr. HENDERSON: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I would like· 
to comment on the "ought to pass" report, 
in that what this bill is trying to do is to 
shift the bur-den, in effect, from the 
individual homeowner· to an organization 
which has better· resources and better 
capability of finding exactly where an. 
explosion has occurred and what the• 
reasons are for it, -mainly, the gas 
company. · 

A single individual, if his house blows up, 
it is very difficult for him to prove or to 
know what parts of that complex caused 
the explosion. It is also very very 
expensive for that person to try to trace 
back through the gas lines and engage 
technical expertise to find out what has 
actually happened. 

What this bill does is to put the liability' 
on the gas companies to at least show that· 
it was something other than their own 
negligence that has caused this disaster. 
They are not held liable if in fact they did 
not contribute, but they have the expertise 
and the presumption is, because they are 
producing the gas and because they have 
supervision over the distribution line, that 
they have more capability of discovering 
the problem and a likelihood that it was in 
fact due to their distribution system. So 
really what it does is shift from a single 
individual, who would have a very difficult 
time showing what the cause was, to an 

. organization which has that capability. 
- Tiiii SPEAKER :-·The Cliair .. recognizes 
the gentleman from Sanford, Mr. 
Gauthier. 

Mr·. GAUTHIER: Mr. ·speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House:. I kind of 
agree with the remarks made by 

· Representative Hewes on this bill. It is 
very hard to prove in almost 99 percent of 
the cases who is responsible for this.· In 
case of a leak of any kind, . 99 percent 
blame the ·companies. So, as Mr. 
Henderson mentioned to you; I agree that 
it is very hard to prove that the company 
themselves are not to blame for most of 

these cases. Therefore, Uus is the reason 
why we signed the minority report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair ·reco.gnizes 
the gentleman from Livermore Falls, Mr. 
Lynch. 

. Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, iwouid like 
to ask a question of some of the·legal minds 
in the House. Is this an attempt to ask. 
someone to prove themselves guilty? 

: The SPEAKER: The gentleman fi:om 
, Livermore Falls, Mr. Lynch, poses a 
: question through the Chair to any member 
· of the legal fraternity. · 
' The Chair recognizes the genUeman 
: from South Portland, Mr. Perkins. 
: Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
· Members of the House: I think it is just the 
, reverse of attempting to prove o_ne is 
: guilty. This would . shift it to the point 
· where the gas company would have to 
. pr_g_ye th~~ wirr_~ !!!_r)Q_<;gnt_ _ . _ , .. 
, -- The SPEAKER: The Chair recogmzes 
''the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Call. 
: · Mr. CALL: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
: Gentlemen of the House: As you know, I 
: was not in the 106th Legislature, but I 
watched this same bill by the same· 

. sponsor with interest. It was defEcated and 
: the bill should be defeated this time. 

It is not fair in most instances to place 
: what is called or can bE}.;called "automatic 
. blame." If we pass t~ bill, it shows that" 
! we don't think that thajit_jJ:ity should have a 
chance to protect its~tf-: .This is a bad bill 

: and I am going to vote against it. · 
1 The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

· ,the gentleman from Standish, · Mr. 
Spencer. 

, Mr. SPENCER: Mr: Speaker . and 
Members of the. House: This is a fairly 
technical piece of.legislation, and I think it 

· would be worth it to go through the two 
sentences which are in question. What the 

: first sentence of the bill does, it says that a 
i natural gas company or natural gas 
, pipeline company which distributes 
natural gas shall be held strictly liable for 
_d~_!!!h_ 9i:_ _inj_u_ry: I& .P.er~pps _ _re,5_ylU1_1g from 
explosions or fire occasioned by natural 
fill_§_ -~SCE-filM,.. J!Rffi ~_a.Qy_ JJ.{ortJQ.r) __ 

0
o{ Jpte 

[natural gas d1stnuutlon sys em un er I s 
, control. What this means is, if the gas 
· escapes from the portion of the pipeline 
' under the control of the gas company, they 
: will be liable for the explosion or fire which 
· results from that gas. · 
· The reason for adding this to the law is 
• that under the present law the gas can 

F5-C!.3.I!.~Ji:Q_l!1 !he __ P!P~li!J.Ec._ ai;ip _ th_e gas 
· icompany can then argue that because they 
. were in ·compliance with all the rules and 
regulations of the· Public Utilities 
Commission they are not at fault, that they 
were not negligent. Even though the gas 
escaped from their gas line, they say, well, 
it is not our fault because we obeyed the 

• regulations. So then the person whose 
house is blown up, the person whose 
ehildren are killed, whatever happens, has 
nobody. that they can proceed against to 
recover their damages, even though .the 
gas escaped from the portion of the 
pipeline under the control of the gas 
company. What thjs does, it says that if 
you can't show that the compll'!ly was 
negligent and the company cannot show 
that the gas did not -escape from the 
portion of the sy.stem under its control,
.fuen J~-~Y. .. ..YHI _be_Iiatjl_e._ ~.!!<:I if .Y.Q~ _ dqn't 
make this chnge, you have a situation 
where the gas escapes from the pipeline 
under the control of the gas oompany and, 
yet, they say, we weren't negligent. We 
obeyed the rules, therefore there will be no 
recovery. 
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. That ·is the ha.sic thrust of this bill, lo damaged to the supplier of lhe gas. In could be u11ed· by (he 1nJured parlitis or 
allow somebody to recover when the ga11, criminal law, a person is presumed to be theirhcirsinlhiscasctorcc•ovcirdumug<•s. 
escapes from the.p~peline _of the comP.any,1 . i~ocenl until proven guilty: ~oder this This would not always be the case. Thal · 

• whether or not they were m fact negligent'. bill as proposed, although 1t 1s a civil was a very expensive study. It cost the 
, in th~t t~ey_ ~id not ex~rc~se rea,sona~le: matter, n~t a criminal matter, .the gas .PUCsomelhinglike$20,000. 
: care. n 1s simply saymg that the gas, company 1s presumed lo be at fault and The problem that we are facing now is, 
. ~mpany is better able to.compensate the: fu.~l!.t.l!ey_rilU~~ g<! £01_:warc;} and P._1_'.0ve tlley who sh~uld b~ar t_he burden of that_kind of 

. VIctlms of these explosmns than each: are liable. expert mvesbgat1on to prove or disprove 
' ~dividual member of t_he publi_c is. A lot olil The SP-:itAKER: The Chair ·rec·ognizes liability on the part of the ga~ companies. 
, time. has be~n ~pe!)t •I?- wor~mg ~ut the the gentleman from Bangor Mr.- We were told by the lob~y1sts for the gas 
, details of this bill 1n d1scuss10n with the, McKernan ' company that they consider themselves 
parties_ involved, and I think it is a fair, · M · M 'KERNAN· -M • -si • re·· -L a·- _not negligent as Jo!1g 3:s they are fo~lq~ing 
r~spl_~~~<?AQ(t_!!~_probleI_TI. --~- __ . . . . . and Gentlemen of the Ji~u!e~aI ~uld j~;~ · the P )-1 bli c U tll i tie~ Comm 1ssi_on 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes like to add one more point. This is not a regulatmns, an~ _the reality.of 3:1) explos1_on 
the g_entleman from Sanford, Mr. criminal m-oceeding that we are talking caused.by l_eakmg gas mams 1~ s~1ll with. 
Gauthier. . · -00·- --• · ·- ---. - -x.:- --=,----. - . us. This bill would at least shift that. 

-·Mr~ -GAUTHIER·: .. Mr·. Speaker,-Ladies a. ut, ~e_11.r~_t!1lkmg a1JU.Qi.!l.1:f¥1'-c-ru:tion--; burden to a company with the resources_ 
and Gentlemen of the House: I have to 'Wearenottalkmf!aboutronb ltormnocence .. • andtheabilitytogetexperts·whocanbear: 
disagree with my good fri.e.nd as opposed to who_ shmµd ear the costs of , that cost. . . 
Representative Spencer. This burden ~ed~~~~~_!_hat was done. ' The ·ultimate cost, we all -admit,. will 
automatically shifts, a hundred percent of; Referrmg to the comment by the : have to go·to ail insQ.rance policy an~ will 
the proof, to the gas company. They have- ientl~man from Brewer, Mr. Cox_. I '_Vould then be transferred to those people :who 
all the burden. They have to show that they· Just hke to sa}'. that even under this bill, as pay the gas rates and pay for the setvices. 
are not responsible. There is no I underst3:nd 1t, that ~as company woul_d :·of gas. · · 
respons!bil!ty <!n the other party._ .. . be able to mtroduce evJdence that m fact it The committee which worked ver~ h_ard 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes. was . not• then: fault, 1~ was the fault of on this bill .felt that that was only fair m a 
the gentleman from Brewer, Mr. Cox.. w~oev~r was constructi!)g the sewer. The. situation where people were being injured 

- ·Mr. COX:·· Mr. - Speaker,·· Ladfes · and·· pomt is, the. burden will be ?n the gas were not ~ven gas custome_rs. So, the 9 to 3 
, Gentlemen of the House· We have heard c~mpany to mtrod,u~e that evidence and report which we a.re debatmg today urges 
i here the problems of deciding who is will not be on U1.e mJ_ured homeowners to . ~at. you pass this _bill, t? pr?vide Sil;llple 
: responsible,. whether it escapes from part have to_ go out and fmd out exactly what : 1il.s!!~~ _fQr._p!;!ople !.IL~t1_e§ _ _l.!_kJl __ !&w1sl,QP 
, of the pipeline that is under the company's cause_d it. • · . . · land Portland which have gas companies 
• control or under the control of the I think that passage of a bi!l such 3:s th1s '. and inherently dangerous substance and 
homeowner or the resident. · · · · would be nothing_ more th~ JUSt addmg to : need some_ protection at least from 

I would like to relate an instance which the co St of domg bus1ness of a gas_ ! damages which result. . . . · · 
; we had in Brewer this past summer, which company· If t!iey _are gomg to promote a , The SPKR: The Chair recogmzes Yi~ 
· was a gas explosion, and the people in the ~ubst t~ce whihch istdanbegerot~s, ~heJ ~ri~ : !g~~t~~~l!~froll!.P.!l'fl~~,_~1:".• ~eak~~'~ __ . 
house did not even have gas in the house JUS g_omg to ave O ~ e ur_ e ·, Mr.PEAKE$: Mr.SpeakeramlMemliers 
As is common in a lot of our cities thes~ anythini happens of provmg ~at .1t. was of the House: Having recently come frpm 
old mains are under the streets and they' not their fault as opposed to mdividual earthquake country in California, I am a 
get leaks in them that filter gradually into homeown_ers y.,_ho \JC!:~ hll!:~'. .. .------ -.-- . , j little remiss at t~is bill. Out there if we had 
a. cellar of a house and you have an . The SPEAKER: The Chf!-lr recogmzes • a natural calamity, ?r I s!lppose we cc:>uld 
explosion and obviously the owner of the J;he gentlewoman from Bndgton, Mrs. , have an eart~quake m Mame, the gas l~nes 
property,ifhehasnoentranceofgasinto. T~_rr. . ··-.··. __ .... _ .. ·would break. There are so many thm9s 
his house cannot be responsible. So it is not Mrs. TARR._ Mr. Speake~ and Members. that. can happe!l oth';?r _tha~ a company s 
always, or in many of these cases, at least,. . of th~ House• I would hke to pose ,a , negligence. I thmk this 1s g'?m& too far and 
it is not difficult to establish whose' · question to an~body th!3-t coul,d answer it · I hope that we will defeat_th1~ bill. . . 
responsibility it is, and I think this biff for. me. In. Bridgton we don t have gas· , The SPEA~ER: The pendmg question IS 
makes it a little more clear whose. mams runnmg 1;1nder the street. There are on ~he motion of the gentleman from 
responsibility it is in a case like this. . a lot of other thmgs we don t haye too, but Canbou, Mr. Bennett, that the House 

The $PEAKER: The chair recognizes ~edohavebotf¼edgas. Wouldthisapplyto accept ~he_ Majori~y "Ough~ _to Pass" 
the-genttenralf'from~Bangor71VlrCuri'an. ··· ··· .Juslbottledgas . . - · · - - Report:"'-m-conoui;~.e~ce.~L~mc--f~vor...oL_~·· 
· Mr- ·coifRAN. -M - S. - Ii: - d. ~e SPEAKER. The gentlewoman from · accepting the MaJonty Report wlll vote 

M be f th H · . r · pe3: er an Bndgton, Mrs .. Tarr, pos~s a question . yes; those oppoSEld will vote no. • 
em ts O e ouse. I \\'.ould hke to pose through the Chair to any member who may : A vote of the House was taken .. 

a quest~on to Representative Cox through, care to answer. . 63 having voted in•the affirmative and 62 
the.Chair._! under&tand that the ~ea~on for The Chair recognizes the gentleman having voted in the negative, the motion 
the expl_osH?n was caused by puttmg m that · from Bangor Mr Henderson did ·1 sewer d1stnct • · · preva1 . . . 

Th SPEAK. ER. · h Mr. HENDERSON: Mr. Speaker. and Thereupon, the New Draft was read once 
e · T e gentleman fr?m Members of the House: In a word, no, it and assign·ed for second reading 

Bangor, Mr. C1;1rran, poses a quest10n doesnotapply. . tomorrow 
through the Chair to the gentleman from · · · · ·c -. · -· . · · . 
Brewer, Mr. Cox, who may answer if he so The SPEAKER: The hair recogmzes 
desires. · . the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Hughes. _ 

TheChairrecognizesthatgentleman. ~r. HUGHES: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Ivlr. COX: Mr. Speaker and Members of Gentle men of the House: As a 

the House: Well, the question of whether it Repres1:ntativ_e from ~uburn I feel I ~,·as caused by the ~ewer district working s!iould nse to give y_ou a httl~ of ~he human 
m the area or not 1s to iny mind rather side of. what occasioned this bill. As you 
moot. The gas mains were there and the may remember, a number of years ago 
explosion was caused by" gas not by the there were several gas explosions· in the 
clirec~ actioI?- of the company that was City of Le~iston, These were explosions in 
workmg laymg the sewer mains at the houses which were not even connected to 
time. the gas lines; they were not customers of 
... The SPEAKER: The Cha fr recognizes the ghasdcompa,dny ,hand yhet,has ~t turned out, 
the gentleman from Cape Elizabeth Mr gas. a seepe t roug t e f~ssur~s from 
Hewes ' · the streets from broken gas Imes mto the 

· basements of those houses. The explosions 
· ·-l\fr:ifEWEs:· Mr. Speaker, Ladfos and were incredible, people died, and the fear 
Gentlemen of the House: Just briefly I ail~ fright throughout the community 
believe -under present law, under the which occurred as a result of that was 
existing law without this bill, P.roof as to something I think both Lewiston-Auburn 
liability can be established, There are residents can testify to. · 
methods of proof of evidence now that Fortunately,. at that time the Public 
permit that. This law would change the Utilities Commission did a ·study of the· 
bw·den of going forward from the party problem to see what had caused it, and 
claiming to be aggrieved or injured or that study resulted in evidence which 

Divided Report 
Seven Members of the Committee on 

Liquor Control on Bill "An Act Raising the 
· Age of Persons who may Purchase 
Alcoholic Beverages or Sell as Licensees,. 
(S. P. 4) (L. D. 4) report in Report "A" 
that the same "Ought to Pass" as 
amended by Committee Kmendinent "A". 
(S-40) . . 

Report was signed by the foHowing 
members: 
Mr. GRAFFAM of Cumberland 

· -· of the Senate. 

Messrs .. LIZOTTE of Biddeford 
TWITCHELL of Norway 
DYER of South Portland 
PERKINS of Blue Hill 
IMMONEN of West Paris 
RAYMOND of Lewiston 
· - of the House. 

Four members of the same Committee 
on the same Bill report in Report "B" that 
the same "Ought Not to Pass" 
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·Report was signed by tne followmg 
members: 
Messrs. FAUCHER of Solon 

JACQUES of Lewiston 
MAXWELL of Jay 
PIERCE of Waterville 

- of the House. 
Two members of the same Committee on 

same Bill report in Report "C" that the 
same "Ought to Pass" as amended by 
Committee Amendment "B" (S-41) 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 
Messrs. DANTON of York 

CARBONNEAU of Androscoggin 
. . .=orTheS-enate~ 

Came from the Senate with Report "A" 
accepted and the ,Bill passed to be 
-engrossed as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" (S-40). 

In the House·: ReP»rtswere read~ .. __ _ 
·-The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentlemanfromJ ay ,Mr. Maxwell. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I am going to 
move (hat we accept Report "B" but 
before l do I would. like to yield to the 
gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Jacques. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Jay, Mr. Maxwell, moves that the House 
accept Report B "Ought not to pass". 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jacques. 

·Mr. JACQUES: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
GepJ!~w.e_n 9_f _t)le_fIQ~~e: I>l!.r:il'!gJh.~ late 
adolescence, · it was normal and healthy 
for · a youth to seek independence from 
authority as represented by parents, 
teachers and adults. 

A late teenage boy or girl in trying to 
desperately establish his or her identity as 
a man or a woman, things that adults do 
that are prohibited to youth, are invested 
with particular importance and 
excitement. It becomes a challenge to do 
things that are prohibited; it is a very 
human trait to be proud of getting away 
with it. Teenagers are far more concerned 
with winning the admiration of their peers 
_than they are with winning approval from 
parents or .representatives or adult 
authority. Young people admire daring in 
others and in our society. There are many 
opportunities for youth to prove his 
fearlessness as a lawbreaker than as a 
conformist to authority. 

Contradictory as it may seem, 
adolescents breaking the law can be a 
twisted impression of idealism so 
characteristic' of his age. He is 
passionately seeking freedom; he is trying 
to demonstrate courage and virility. He is 
.proving that he can conform not to the 
rules prescribed by parents or by law but 
to the code of his own_M~,-- ___ . __ _ ..... 
. Adolescence does ·not always couple 

freedom with responsibility nor have they 
the judgment and wisdom to limit their 
freedom so they do not become licensed, so 
that they do not endanger themselves and 
others. 

, To me it seems particularly important 
· that )'9un_g__pe_QpJe_ learn for_ their~_ C>~~ 
freedom to conform with ffie welTT>emg of 
themselves and others. There must be 
external rules and laws, but unless these 
can be and are enforced, the attitude of 
disrespect for law is encouraged. we· all 
remember the prohibition era when highly 
respected citizens probably broke the law 
and when lawlessness was extended in 
many directions. The breakil!g of one law 
led to the breaking. of others and this 
generation has grown up with the heritage 
of disrespect for law. 

I believe that young people can help to 

become law abiding, responsible citizens if 
dealt with by the firm hand with a light 
touch. The internal rule governing their 
conduct must take into account their 
philosophicaJ need to assert_tJieir fre_edorri, 
to prove their identity and to win 
,admiration of their peers. We must 
remember, prohibition increases their 
desire to dare and to do. 

We had a hearing on this particular hill. 
I don't know if we had one person come in 
and favor this bill. As a matter of fact, 
most of them I would say were dry that 
would l_ike to see the prohibition back in the, 
state. I am telling you ladies and 
gentlemen, if you vote for this today you, 
are going to have more concerned parents 
than you have at this present time. 

I haven't seen one statistic that these 
people came to our committee saying to us 
that if the drinking age is up to 20 that it is' 
going to save lives, that it is going to save 
young men from drinking. There isn't one 
that could prove that to me. 
-· rliav·ewrftten to New York.State and go1;· 
some statistics which they made a study 
of, a year study. These people were 
appointed by the Governor, a 21 man 
panel. There were doctors, Rabbis, 
Priests, college professor, high school 
teachers, high school principals, all walks 
of life, and also the police commissioner. 
Now, the police commissioner reported on 
cases of 28,000 people in three months and 
these people recommended leave the age 
at 18 Yel!t:S .Q.l(ljp N_~w ):'9.r..k.SJ..~J~~'I'bi$l~.il 
few _ye_a_r:.~. back. Out of 12,000 cases of 
young people between 15 <m<fl7........: this ls a 
New York State survey that was conducted 
- 4,000 were young people that was 
involved in, accidents, 94.3 percent were 
not drinking. Now, this is out of ·29,000 
cases in all. This is betwee11 the age of 15 to 
17. From the age 18 to 20, 12,000 youngsters 
were involved in accidents. Again 95.8· 
were involved in drinking a little or none. 

Now, this IS-month study, we could take 
advantage of this if we look behind us and 
see what has happened. I am telling you, I 
have discussed with our area people, 
police officers and everyone else, and they 
told me it would be almost impossible to 
enforce this law, because- now that they 
have it, they cart not do away with it. 

· We have other problems that concern us. 
We gave them the adult rights, and now 
you are going to say to them, sure, you can 
go out and fight for your country, you can 
go out iimL!:?uy _a g_u_n, _yog_r.!!n gQ_.Ollt lc!!J..d 
get married, you can go out and get a 
driver's license, but yet you have got to be 
20 years old to be able to drink. To me this 
is absurd. It doesn't sound like we think 
much of our children. 

I think the problem is with us, and I have 
children growing up and I hope that I can 
handle them but I don't think I can handle 
them just because there is .a law that says 
you can't drink until you are 20 and I am 
going to drive it into his head that he can 
not drink. This is going to be an impossible 
task to be able to do. I don't see how the 
parents can say here, well, let's put a law 
on so we don't have to take care of them. 
Let's go to work and earn money and let 
the kids take care of themselves. This is 
what has happened, and this is the same 
problem in the school. This is the same 
darn thing that is happening right in the 
school ri_ght at present. Every school 
principal lS saying, hey, \1/e have got to put: 
the law back up to 20. · 

I have one Jetter here from our school· 
principal from St. Dominic Regional High, 
School. He says to us, "Bring the age to 20.: 
Thank God we haven't had that problem· 

yeC' Now, fuere 1s a goodTact" 1'ignrhere 
but I say let the parents be resp.ons1ble. I 
don't care what law you put on, you are not 
going t.o stop them from doing it. As a 
matter of fact, you are going to ~ake 
criminals out of them and you are gomg t.o, 
make criminals out of lhe people that are· 
in the business also because it is going to. 
be an impossibility for them to say, you 
can buy a car_ a_Q.Q sig11. l!.._~on.trn!'.1.J9 _get 
'married~ "IDs-just like saying, we have too 
many divorces, let's do away with 
marriages. · · 
'The SPEAKER: 'f'h.e Chair recognizes 
the gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs .. 
Kany. 

Mrs. KANY: · Mr. Speaker, Ladies-and· 
Gentlemen of the House: I totally concur 
with Representative Jacques. At first I 
thought it would be a good idea to raise the 
drinking age to· 19, thinking too that it-

. would get the drinking out of the high 
school ·age level. But the more I looked into 
it, the more I came to the same conclusion· 
as Representative Jacques. . . 

There are high levels of drinking-related 
accidents among the young, but the 
accidents do not start leveling· off until_ 
about the age of 25 or so, as the insurance 
companies have noticed and have 
reflected in their car insurance rates. 

Why put the drinking at 19; maybe it 
· should be 26 or 75·. The real question is, are 
· responsible drinking and age really 

related? If we want to keep alcoholic 
beverages away from those under 18,. 
perhaps we should enforce the present law., 
Why don't we also concentrate on, 
providing a thorough alcohol education· 
program beginning in the lower, 
elementary grades, something which is' 
done on just a very small scale now. 

I simply don!t believe raising the_ 
, drinking age back up again to either 19 or 

20 will solve all the many social problems' 
connected with alcohol abuse, and I wish to. 
move for indefinite postponement of: 
Report B. 

Wasl:liafoiotion made? . 
The SPEAKER: The pending motion. 

before the House is acceptance of House 
Report "B" which would be "ought not to. 
pass". The motion to indefinitely postpone 
the bill and all accompanying papers 
would be in order at this time. , 

The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Waterville. Mrs. Kany. · 

Mrs. KANY: Mf': Speaker and Members 
of the House: I so move. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlewoman from' 
Waterville, .Mrs. Kany, moves that this bill 
and all accompanying papers be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The Chair recognizes . the gentleman 
from Enfield, Mr. Dudley. 

Mr. DUDLEY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am not that 
interested in canned speeches. They sound 
good to listen to, and the facts, I .am not 
interested in that, that only confuses the 
issue as far as I am concerned. 

The fact that I am, interested in is the 
people that I am here representing in great 
numbers, and the largest majority, 
whether they are right or wrong, and that J 
won't argue with either, want this raised to 
the age 20. I am against indefinite 
postponement of this bill. 

I am not concerned about my ow11 
thinking and I am not concerned about Uw 
canned speeches nor the facts. The fact 
that I am here representing these people 

. and I know what they want and whether 
· they are right or wrong I support them and 
: they want it raised to 20 and that is how I 
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intend to vote thfs morning. I think you . head. You can.-not please all·ofThe people else, if I had m·y way;tliere w'oii.Ianever be 
people might consider their views. all of the time; that is an impossibility. a bottle of booze sold in this state. But that 

I have no doubt in the world but what the. But I think this bill means more than j.§_ !!Qt fQr _I!le to~;_ Th~--P.~~ q(.J;l)i~ 
gentleman from Lewiston is carrying out whether a boy 18 or a girl 18 can buy : $te say we want it, we have it, so they 
the wishes of the people in Lewiston, but he alcoholic beverages for his own use. I think are entitled to 1t. 
is certainly not speaking for the people it is deeper than that. I think it goes into Many have said that the dry's opppse 

. from the district that I come from because the schools and into the junior high schools this and the dry's oppose that. Well I do.not 
I have had personal contact and plenty or where it does not belong. And even though favor not selhng it at all as long as the. 
mail and I even talked to the high school. I sell it; I make a living at it, I try to abide- . people are for it. I will go for that, and l 
senior class in the district that I represent. by the law on booze more than anything certainly wouldn't want to see prohibition 
and out of a class of 18, two of them thought else because it is very important to me. back. But I do believe that each individual 
that it ought to be left as it is and the rest of First of all, naturally, I don't want to lose has to sear<;h_ th_eir .. own indiv.i.<l.1.1a) 
the class thought that it should be raised to my license, but I am in a situation where I '.conscience if you as an individual wants 

' 20 and I thought that was a pretty good. am already in trouble with t.he liquor · your child drinking at a younger age - an~ 
thing.in itself. The children even think that people and I probably ·wm lose it for 7 this is a tough decision and it will have to 
it.is .. a fl9Q_dJdea to_raise it to 20 in my area. days, but it was not inteqtional and I will ~.<!_n~we_rec:!_b_y_q_nly_y9_4_aqq YO!l_ajoqe._ __ 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes . have to pay for my mistake, which I expect · The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Anson, Mr. Burns. - to. !the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Talbot. 

- ··Mr~ 8URNS: Mr. ·speaker, Ladies and·. When a young person comes in with a Mr, TALBOT: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: This is probably false ID, you try to correct them and you • Gentlemen of the House: I will try to be 
one of the hardest questions I have had to try to find it, but they are sharp and don't ·brief.I do have a couple of things I want to 

· make a decision on in this House since think they are not. And if we of the older say, and l guess I will start off by saying 
coming here. And before final enactment, group don't think the young people are · this. I grew up in Bangor, Maine, and the 
and I believe it probably will go to final intelligent today, you have got another first job that I ever had at the age of-14 or 
enactment, there are a few things that I think coming, because they· are very 15 was that of a short order cook. Some of 
want to pass on to you this morning that intelligent. In fact, they are smarter than I· : you who know me know the story; I have 
persuaded my mind, made my mind up. ever was, m-obably am right now. But I . told it before. But the first'job that I·ever 

Number one, age is an arbitrary thing. hate·fo see young people get involved in had at the age of 14 or 15, I was a short 
Whether we set it at 18, 20, 40 or 12, it is still this at a young age·becaues I know what it order cook in a place called Joe's Canteen, 
ari arbitrary age. Just what a:re we dealing can do to a family and I know what it can . which is a beer joint on Main Street in 
with when we discuss the 18 and 19 year do to a home. , Bangor. To this day, I have never taken a 
olds? Actually, about 15 percent of that · I agree with Mr. Dudley 100 percent drop of beer. I don.'t drink, but I think you 
group is what we are concerned with. In when he says, and I will repeat that - : will find .my views in this House as being 
this age group; 75 · percent of these youths person.ally I have got enough business to · pretty liberal. 
are fine, young, Ametican citizens. They do to mind my own business, and I don't I would like to get back at this particular 
want to do right and they will do right, care what my neighbors do. But if the problem here. I realize, as you realize, that 
regardless of which way the law is. There people of a community ask you to support · we do have a problem in our schools. We 
ht5 _t9 19 p~rc~nt__of _t_h~ r~a.in_ing group a thing, we usually support it or at least I have a problem in our schools insofar as 
that are going to do just what they wanfio do. I have voted for bills up here that the 15-year-olds, the 16-year-olds, the 
do anyway, regasrdless of what the law is. personally I didn't think m my own , 17-year-olds being able to acquire liquor, 
So, actually, we are dealing with 15 conscience were the best, but the people · and that is a ~roblem, and I realize we 
percent of the people in this age group. we felt it was, and if they call me and say, we , have to deal with that problem. But as it 
are attempting to guide their morals by would like to have you support this and stands now, 18-year-olds have adult rights 
legislatipn. I do not believe this will more. do than don't, I feel obligated across the board - all across the board. I 
h because they elected me I didn't elect don't think it is right and I don't think it is 

appen. · lf · · fair for us to come back and take one Education, as Representative Kany myse • 
stated, is the answer, I believe, not only This is a tough bill. It was stated by the . segment of those rights out and say, now, 
education of the 18 and 19 year olds, but gentleman from Lewiston, and he is · you have misbehaved, you have abused 
education from birth to the grave. 3:bsolutely right, young people have. to this particular right and now we have got 

There has been a great deal of discussion fight, roung people have to ~o _everything to take it away from you. · 
on .t!1is_ bilL_.I ha,~e not seen _ans bi.Us . on their own, but I feel th~t it is_a deeper -- ·At the special session lasryear\ve 
mtfciducec11Iitotfas legisfature in tnfl1.rea ----problem-than that~ I~a~somatewith~young. ·-detfated·,md-w-~fought-forthe ERA, .,;hich-~~- -
where we are most concerned, and this is people and I a~ ver:,: mterested m you~g gave women rights all the way across the 
alcohol in the schools. No one has seen fit people. 1 · believe m young p~ople s board and we have not come back and I 
to come for"".a:d ;nith a bill to assist the progr?ms. Just how much educ?bon you don't think we will come back and say you 
sch()(?l authorities m the CO!}trol of !ilcohol. can give them on alcohol, that IS a very have misbehaved in this particular right, 

I did n<?te on my desk this morrung L. D. ye_ry A~l:>.1-!t~.ple argument. --- . . so we are going to take that away from 
1407, which would reduce the age of a ~meon_e m the House he~e mentwned you. I don't think that is right. I don't think 
re_pre~ent~tiv~ to 18. He would come in this mornmg that th~Y are gomg to do what : that· is fair of us. I think the problem is 
here if this bill passed and would not be they want, and th~t is very true. When we ·there.The 18-year-olds do have that right 
able to socialize with most of_us. . . were young, we did what we want_ed and . now' and I do not think it is their 

It also poses another question f:o me as to t1!,e young people today are certamly no responsibility to take care of those 
1977 _when most of ~s are gomg to be different than w~ were. • - children who are 16, 15 or 14. That is our 
runnmg for re_ele~t10n, we hope. The ~~n th~ legi_slature }Vas aske~ about responsibility, and I have a distinct 
proponents of this bill, are you ~omg !O go this bill, I did .a httle talkmg 3:bo~t it at my problem when society tells me or when 
up to a voter and say, you are mtelhgent place of busn~ess. The maJonty of the society starts using .me as a scape goat for 
~nou~h to vote for me, but you are not people, an~ beheve yo~ me, they ar~ great, the 18-year-olds. That problem belongH in 
mtelhgent E_mough !O co~t1:ol your alcohol. I' pare~ts will say, I. drmk_ but! do!) t wan.} the home or in the school or in the 
go ~on~ with the mdefnnte postponement my kids to. So the first thmg I say is, why· churches. It does not belong with the 
of thi~ b1Jl. . . . . ~ey come back and sa.y w~ argue and we 18-year-olds. I think they do have that rl ght 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recogruzes figh~ when ~e. are drmkmg. When we and I think they are trying to take care of 
the _gentleman from Westbrook, Mr. don t, we don tf1ght. that right. · 

. ~~u_i. __ .. _. __ . .. . _ . . . .. ____ · You ask the young people what they feel I spoke, along with the gentleman from 
Mr. LAFFIN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and• about it. They want it, those who buy it. I Portland, Mr. Mulkern, to about 200 

Gentlemen of the House: As many of you. say to them, how many do you give to a boy students down at Portland High School 
know, I ma~e_a living ~n this line, and it is a· or girl 15 and 16. The majority of the kids and the distinct feeling that I got was th~ 
Yery good hnng. I might add. But I have· are pretty truthful and they tell you the fact that 15, 16 or 17-year-olds ean go in an 
seen the problems concerning this and· I truth. They say, well, I have got a friend of buy bdoze now almost anywhere they want 
have seen tl-).e problems where an mine down the street and he can't buy it, to. It is just not being enforced. They can 
18-year-old will buy_ it for a 15-year-old . .I but I give him a -.little once in a while. I pick it up anytime they_ ·want to. It is not 
do no~ appr<?Ye of that, but u~der the law, think it is more important whether the boy the 18-year-olds to a great extent that are 
tl:1ere 1~_r10thin_g I.i;.ap._dQ<!.QQ\l~A -~c •• _ _ or girl 18 is to buy this or whether you are giv!ng the younger !<-ids alcohol. They.can 

T~e people m my com!Ilun~ty, some are going to let them have it at a younger age.. go_m and purchase 1t now. And as I talk to 
for it and som~ are agamst 1t. _And. when Personally, and I can speak personally,' them, they sound to me like a very very 
the gentl1;man m front ~f ~e. sa~d this was. because that is all I can speak for is mature group of young kids,. and I respect 
a tough bill to vote on, 1t hit 1t nght on the: myself, I don't try to speak for_ someo!le : that. I sincerely respect that. 



LffilSLA nv·E RECORD - HOUSE, APRIL 3, 1975 

I don'fknow· how many of you read the 
: Sunda,Y. · Telegram,_ - QQ, ..it. was the. 
:. iExpress·; fhe· Evening Express, which was' 
· last Saturday's, which ran an article, a 

poll,- on this particular bill. There were a 
couple for raising the age limit and there 
were several against it, but there is one 
that I would like to read to you, and it 
mak~~ ~_gr~at_i_le?,l_ofsem,e t.o me. This is. 
'.:from Martha Hanson from Bonny Eagle.: 
She _says, "No, I feel that if the drinking 
age is raised to 20, it would not solve the1 

teenage drinking problems. If that is the 
__purpose of the age limit being raised" -
here is ~hat I like - "people have got to 
care why people drink and what their 
problems are caused by. People would 
drink no matter . what the age." I am. 
saying the same thing. 

Society dictates to us to a certain extent 
whether we drink and how much we drink, 
not the law. If the law is at 18 or 20 or 22 or 
25, that does not stop one from purchasing 
alcohol. Society dictates to us how much 
we drink and when we drink. . 

I have been mixed up in quite a few 
organizations in my time, and almost 
every organization or every conference or 
every seminar that I go to, the major item: 
at that particular place is alcohol. It is a 
part of our life. How can we sit her_e_ and, 
say we want to take that away from the 
18-year-olds that have ,all the other rights. 
I don't think that is fair, and I do support 
_th~ m9tion tp indefinitely postpone. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Hampden, Mr. 
Farnham. 

- ··M:r: FARNHAM: Mr. Speaker, a 
parliamentary inquiry, sir. Was the. 
motion by the gentlewoman from 
.Waterville, Mrs. Kany, that Report "B" be· 
indefinitely postponed? · 
· The SPEAKER: The Chair understands 
from her motion it was to move that the 
Bill and all of its accompanying papers be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. FARNHAM: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the House: I urge you 
not to vote for the indefinite postponement 
of this bill and all its accompanying 
papers. I think we should stay in line with 
the current status of the bill, accept the bill
as amended by Committee Amendment 
''A". 

We have had this bill before us in the 
past, and the big cry in the past was, if 
they are old enough to fight, they are old 
enough to drink. We haven't anyone 
fighting -anymore, so I presume that 
argument has gone by the boards. 

This bill very n_early passed two years; 
ago, but at that time the situation in the 
schools was just beginning to be a· 
problem. From Kittery to Fort Kent 

_ teachers are now telling us, itis a problem, 
that the average age of the high school 
senior before graduation is 18, and now the 
beer, wine and hard liquor is being fed to 
the kids that are 16, 17, 15 and even 14. It 
was most unusual until a few years ago to: 
find a boy or girl in school under the 

. influence, and invariably when that was 
found, it was some young whipper-snapper: 
doing it on a dare, not that he was doing it 
on purpose - he was doing it on purpose, 
but more of a dare than anything else. 
- . If is ·i10ta bifijncommou::iioi· to find this 
situation in ·our schools. I think all you 
have got to do is look at the traffic record 
of the last few years and see ·the great 
number of young people 18, even 17, 18 and 
19 now before the courts for drunken, 
driving. Age 18 and 19 are rebell!o~s a_ges, 

they are great ages:TliKe-foTook back ori 
my own days of 18 and 19 when no one was 
going to tell me what to do; I knew all there 
was to know and I was going to do it. But it 
isn't an age that is responsible when it 
comes to drinking: I would urge you - I 
am not going to go on, there are going to be 
a lot of people talk on this - but I urge you 
not to vote for indefinite postponement. 
Don't be stormed by groups of high school 
students coming down here and snowing. 
you l}Il<;l _s_ca_ring_ yo_u_ t9 _d~ath . .11!.£:?Y. thif!_l_c_a, 
lot differently when they ate 25 years _old' 
than they do when they are 18. 

This is our chance this year to straighten. 
out a mistake we made a few years ago. 
-· Toii SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Orono, Mr. ~agner.-

Mr. WAGNER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I rise to respond 
to the statement made by the gentleman 
from Enfield, Mr. Dudley, a few moments 
ago who spoke on his trips home to his 
constituency on the weekends. He had had 
input from high school children and 
parents in favor of this raising the drinking 
age. I am a commuter and I go home on a 
daily basis and I get a lot of input 
throughout the week. As a matter of fact, I 
have carried a lot of high school seniors to 
Augusta throughout this session to visit the 

· legislature in session. I brought four of 
them down this morning, I don't know as 
they knew this bill was coming up or not, 
but they happened to come down this 
morning. I talked to them, I talked just a 
half hour ago with the superintendent of 
schools in my district, which is just about 
half way between Kittery and Fort Kent, 
and I have had no sentiment for raising the 
drinking age from any of these groups. The 
superintendent of schools says there is no 
drinking problem in our high school in our 
district. The seniors, other students in the 
schools tell me there is no drinking 
problem in our school, they agree with the 
administration of that school. There is no 

· difference now than what there was before 
the drinking age was lowered from 21 to 18. 

I heartily concur with the feeling that 
adult rights are across the board rights or 
not at all. If you are an adult at 18, you 
have the right to serve in the armed forces, 
.you have the right to vote, you have the 
·nght to drive an automobile, you should 
also have the right to drink. 

I have heard many arguments presented 
here, and the only one that gave me any 
cause at all, really, given that background, 
is that report thut there has beeh an 
increase in highwuy accidents since the 
drinking age has been lowered. That may 
be true. I wonder if this is not a continuing 
trend that would have gone on regardless 
of the drinking age and whether it is not 
independent of that. 

From my constituents point of view, the 
only input I have had that has urged me to 
raise the drinking age has been from one 
group in my home town, the women's club 
in my town, and I think there is no 18 or 
20-year-old in that group. As a matter of 
fact, I think they would all still be able to 
drink under the amendment on our desks 
to raise the drinking age to 50. Other than 
that, I have had no individual contact on· 
this, and I heartily endorse the motion to 
indefinitely postpone. 

The SPEAKER: The -Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Westbrook, Mr. 
Usher. 

--Mr. U~S_H_E_R_:--Mr :-spE!aker and Mein~oers 
of the House: I received about seven 
lett~~ from m_y area of Westbrook. I 
selected one of the·m-that I thought I wou1a 

read before you. This is from a·young man, 
concerning L. D. 4. "Representative: 
Usher: I am old enou&h to be married nncl; 
iass·unie tlie respons1bilit1es. · 1 am olcl 
enough to se1·ve our l'Ountry. Last fall you' 
asked for my support in the election. uncl· 
now you are trying to take away one of my. 
privileges as an adult. Please consider all 
the others that are assuming the adult 
responsibilities.·' . 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas and nays.· 
The SPEAKER: The Chair· recognizes 

,the gentl_e!Ilan_fro!Il Portlan_d. _M:_r.:__J~yce .. 
Mr. JOYCE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 

Gentlemen of the House: I don't feel that 
this is a law and order issue. 1·really feel: 
this is a Mother's Bill. I agree with.many· 
of the speakers in remarks injected IJ__er_e_ 
-today. Tliestudy of alc'onoiariifalcoiiolism 
has been a lifetime experience with me. 

In 1961, I spent the summer at the Yale 
School of Alcohol Studies. I have worked 
with teenage drinking problems most of 
my adult life. I have been involved with the 
courts and the legal fraternities, who I 
have found to be puzzled in even defining 
intoxication so that we have had to turn to 
the church for the.definition that they gave 
us of the theological drunk, and this spells 
out a person intoxicated to the point that he 
is unable to determine right from .wrong, 
and this has been the best explanation of 
intoxication for us in law enforcement. 

I left law enforcement after 27 ·years. I 
have been out of that profession for less 
than two xears. I teU_you !!.Q~..L.b~_<;!I.US_~. qf 

• thisTowei· 1s-=-:vear-=-0Id drmking age, there is 
evidence of alochol ts getting into the 
junior high schools; this greatly disturbs 

. me. People who study the alcohol problem 
often refer to the DAP and this is the 

· drinking age population. · · 
Our neighbors in New Hampshire did a 

study on teenage drinking several years 
· ago. This study today is used in many 
colleges and universities. They proposed_ a 
study from 18 to -25. It was necessary m 
that state at that time to lower their study 

: to -include 14-years-of-age people. This did 
: not surprise me, for in my career I have 
. dealt with the drunk, I have dealt with a 
• drunk 6 years of age. I have dealt with the 
drunk 8 years of age. I understand about 
the generation gap; I know what it "is. I 
have gone to th~Houl!.e.Jound_fue_ wxent/i. 
:who live in fear of alcohol. They sit ho_m_e 
' and wait every time their daughter Suzie 
or their son Jack goes out to that high 
sc:hool dance. This is u genuine feur thcsu 
parents have, und I should pay tribute not 
to both parentB, for I !'eel thi11 gencrution 
will give an indictment towards the l'uthcrn 

· of today because of my experience 
bringing that child home, carrying him up 
the stairs, going into the kitchen, I have 
always found that mother sitting up in the 
kitchen waiting for that child who is due in 

· at one and you carry the child•in at three. I 
am concerned there; where is the father? 
You know the father watches the eleven 
o'clock news and turns into the sack. Some 
of you are guilty; I admit my guilt. The 
mother remains up. Talk to the teenager 
today. How do they estimate their father's 
activities? They will tell you, my dad turns 
me off all he says is, when I was your age I 
had to chop wood; when I was your age I 
had to wash the dishes up in Bangor. These 
are the things that are bothering the kids. 
Ask them, how about your mother? They 

. might tell you that mother doesn't 
understand their problems but one thing 

· they will tell you, my mother tries ~o 
· understand my problem. My mother 1s 
: there when I get in at one, two or three 
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o'clod~.--in_ the momin_g. I C@JlQLrap with correct in that assessment. And secondlv, I 
my father, but my mother has always got agree with him that the bill probably will 
the time to talk. not solve the drinking problem. 
__ Ye§.. I have carri~!Uhese children but My initial response to a bill of this type is 
these weren't the real sad cases. The sad negative. I don't believe in taking away 
cases where I go alo_rrg_or with-1!...Qrie1zt or a freedoms unless it is absolutely necessary. 
clergyman would walk up the stairs in the But in the course of examining the 
middle of the night to tell the parent that question and in talking .within my 
tn~t c_hilc! i_s no loI_!g_~r.Jh.J!ir~_,_ ;\l_w_c1ysJhere constituency, I discovered that the 
seems to be that villain there, tliat alcohol. problem is essentially one of that within 

I s:;iy to you, mothers understand. This is our schools. I sent 126 letters to everyone I 
a mother's bill. I feel that we have a duty could identify within my district who is 
tp raise the age up to 20, keep this out of the associated with the schools in any capacity 
schools and I feel that this is what the from teaching to cafeteria workers. I 
.mothers of Maine want and I wiU so vote. receive. 46 re~ponses, 45 of them urgi_M 

The SPEAKER:· The--Chair.fecognizes me to support the bill. Therefore, my 
the gentleman from Falmouth, Mr. Snow. choice is very clear. The position that most 

Mr. SNOW: Mr. Speaker and Members of these people took was that the seniors in 
,of the House: I rise to support the motion of high school are 18 years of age. Once they 
the gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs. ~C,'.!)_f!l~_ ~Q_ tl_ien __ th_e_y_ are in l!. gi.fferent 
Kany. I think this bill is trying to deal with milieu, they no longer associate with the 
a problem in the wrong way. It is trying to 16-or 17-year-olds; they are working or 
deal with a problem which exists among th~y_ ar~ in college ang J!_Jiuffici~nt 
children who are younger than 18. The problem exists within the school or my 
problemisthatthesechildrencanbuythe district that, almost unanimous 
liquor. It is easier for them to go out and percentages of those associated with or 
buy it. We are trying to tell these people, I underst;mding the problems in the school, 
think, tell our children, that we trust them all of whom are concerned, responsible 
to make a contract, we trust them to drive adults urged me to support the bill and I, 

: a car; we trust them to vote right, we want. therefore, urge you to vote against the 
to take away their right to do this. History. motion for indefinite postponement. 
reminds us that people who are afraid of The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
something or who can't be bothered to take the gentleman from South Portland, Mr. 
the time to deal with a problem very often· Hinds. 
respond with some sweeping legislative Mr. HINDS: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
prohibition. Gentlemen of the House: I oppose the 

My opposition to raising the drinking is· motion to indefinitely postpone this bill so 
not because I think that there is no that we might have an opportunity to vote 
problem or because I believe every for_ the 20-year-old change in the law. I 
18-year-old is mature enough to make a have an 18-year-old son and I realize when 
dependable judgment but because I think I go home this evening that probably he 
that mere legislative action in this area is won't be speaking to me because we have 
a woefully inadequate solution to the discussed this at grea~ length. I don't have 
problem, and beyond that that, it an;r serious objections to 18, 19-year-olds 
postpones the realistic context of being, drmking as such, but I have strong_ 
legally responsible in which we can really objections and I have visited with the 
teach responsible social behavior in this principals in our school system in South 
area. · Portland and listened to them, the people 

I think regulation, example, and that work with these teenagers every day, 
realistic expectation from parents is the something that I don't do, and I have to 

there are- 11 numhtll' o.f tht,m ht'l'I:\ ot' 
students attending the 24-Hour Club, which 
is an alcoholic club for rehabilitation in our 
a~a._ Other sludfil!ts that are receiyj_ng 
guidance help and psychiatric help for 
_alcoholic problems at the age of 14 1111d_l5. 

Another example he cites of a group of 
high school students buying a large 
amount of beer for a group of students in 
South Portland. They went in the woods, 
~ot stone_d ,J,IJQ t'1~n_sgt th!!_woods afjre imd 
,it caused quite a problem in the city there 
for the fire and police departments. 

Another letter from the other principal 
of the other junior high school Ufat cites 
examples of high school students buying 
liquor for the junior high students and 
keepirig it in their lockers and in a couple 
of cases here at recess time becomuig 
fairly intoxicated and becoming sick in the 
classes following because of the liquor that 
was purchased for them by high school 
students. 

These are my major reasons. I have also 
discussed this with our police officials and 
juvenile officers and my major reason for 
strongly supporting the age being changed 
to20years of age is because discussions with 
peoplewhoknowwhatisgoingon. 

I hope that you will not support the motion 
to indefinitely postpone and go along with the 
majorityoftheCommitteeonLiquorControl 
thatrecommendeaReport "A". 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Waterville, Mr. Pierce. 

Mr: PIERCE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: The last time I rose 
to address this body it was to speak against a 
bill which I felt was not particularly needed 
and one which was potentially damaging to 
the employees of Keyes Fibre in whom I 
naturally have aparticularinterest. 

mosUmQQrtant factor in tll~g_~velopment take their word for the problems that they 
of the young person's va1ues;-tneva1ues·~~are-confrortted•with~daily~hes-e-problems 

Today when I rise, I can honestly say 
that I honestly want to influence no one 
because I realize that the issue before us is 
a very emotional one. Why then, you'might 
ask, do I take your time and choose to 
speak on this subject. 

--~~Fil'st-of-. all,~Meel-that~this--is one-of-the 
which regulate his social ~esponsibility. I _l!.!"~_inq~sj_!l_g_ ever_y~a_r_-M-.!!_the 
am therefore very much m favor of the noticeable increase has come in the last 
context in which parental responsibility couple of years since the legislature • 
for a young person's social behavior must granted the rights for 18-year-olds to 
deal with the -fact that he is learning to drink. 
drink. To increase the drinking age, in my I would. like to read just one or two little 
opinion, is essentially to beg the issue of paragraphs out of this particular 
parent's responsibility to make some document from the principal and the 
practical impact on their youngsters' assistant principal in charge of the 
attitudes about drinking or by 20 years of students at the South Portland· High 
age the average young person has been School. They have noticed a large increase 
away from home for from one and a half to in absences and excessive tardiness and 
two years. when questioning the students, alcohol has 

The students at Falmouth High School,· been involved in a large number of the 
at my request, staged a panel discussion cases. They find more students who are 
on this topic. It was difficult to find more readily admitting to them that 
teenagers and to find adults who would alcohol is becoming a crutch to them in 
support the position of raising the age. I school because of pressures or subjects or 
have four teenage children myself, one of girlfriends or what have you. 
them is 18. He and I have talked about this The statement he makes in this letter 
at great length. He and I k_now what I am ~J'.~ !l!_at ii l~~iii;-_i:i_a_gg_ the 21-year-olds 
saying today because we worked it out !were buying alcohol for the older· 
together. I hope you will support the teenager, now the 18 year old are buying it 
motion of the gentlewoman from for the 14, 15, 16-year-olds. School-
Waterville to indefinitely postpone this activities are falling off. A supervised 
bill. dance, no one attends any longer. They all 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recolj(nizes go for hous~__I>l!_rties, uncontr_QJ_L~Ji, 
the gentleman from Gorham, Mr. Qumn. unchaperoned house parties in other 

Mr. QUINN: Mr. Speaker and Members areas. If they do have a dance that is 
of the House: I rise to object to the motion attended, then there are always a number 
to indefinitely postpone; I support- the bill. that are thrown out for disturbance 
I do agree with the gentleman from · because they are intoxicated. 
Falmouth, Mr. Snow, in two of his points. Another principal of the junior high 
One, this bill is addressed at a problem of school in the city cites, and I am not going 
people who are actually under 19, he is to read these examples and cases, but 

most important issues that we are going to 
face during this session of the legislature. 
Since I have researched this as thoroughly 
as _l_I>ossibly could; I feel that it is 

:incumbent upon me to express my findings 
to you. Secondly, as a former high school 
teacher and a former college dean, I feel 
Ii.hat I have probably larger than usual 
interest in young people, and I hope that I 
krtnw where their head is in most 
instances. I do want to do what is the very 
best for them. 

I would like to say that the group and the 
sponsor of this bill is sincere and 
well-intentioned group of people that I have 
ever seen. My mail had been 
overwhelmingly asking me to support the 
bill. I realize what the political 
repercussions probably can be. As one 
member said to me, "Dick, if you speak 
against this bill you are going to serve two 
terms in the House; yourfirstandyour last.'' 
And that may very well be. Butl can not vote 
onmailandpressurealone. 

I feel that the people of my district elected 
me to study and investigate issues such as 
this as thoroughly as possible, and I can_ 
assure you that I have done my homework. I 
have spent countless hours on this bill and I 
havetalkedwithhundredsofpeople. · 

_l_w__Quld like to begin today by examiniJ!g_ 
some of the information whicliTiie sponsor 
provided us with at the hearing, I am sure 
you will realize that at best this 



Tufoi:maffon 1s -objective aiid at worst it is 
- slanted toward the sponsor of this bill, but 
I want to use his figures and not mine and 
not anybody elses. 

This, by the way is a questionnaire 
which he sent out first of all to high school 
principals. The first question he asked 

. was, ·has the 18-year-old drinking law 
created more teenage problems? And r. 
don't know what he used for a list of 
prmcrpals, they obviously were of· hrs'. 
choice - 44; said yes: 24 said no or not 
many problems. 

Second, in the response of school, 
principals was the effect the 18-year-old 
"liquoi: law has had on ciassroom activity. 
This falls into several categories from 
disruptive behavior where three answered 
in the. affirmative, to no report, to 
unprepared lessol}_s_,_b__etc. There is of!b7 . 

one category that has any significant: 
amount of people in it. These are from his 
figures; 35 principals said no effect at all. 
The second largest group, by the way, was 
5 from 35 to 5, and they said very few 

-problems, so 40 out of the 52 principals said 
either no affect at all or ve___r-_y few 
;problems. I Ilimk that 1s significant. 
Question number three was the effect on 
sctLool activities· .. _Here _again it fell into 

_ s~_yer~l !!a.teg_o_,,:tesJ m_ost of_ wlp~l!_ 1!_11~yery 
small numbers of curtailed activities, 7; 
disruptive behavior, 4; 2 and 3 and so 
forth. 

Again, there are only ·two large 
categories. Number one, 15, no effect at 
~__,_to an_ swer the __ @estion,_25. NextL the 
l!"'lice chiefs, increasing the 18-year-old 
problems llecause of the drinkiqglaw_;__?i 
:Said yes, a total of 17 either said no, little! 
change or impossible to determine in these' 
categories. . · · 

-,- -T feeTT would like to take a couple of 
minutes to read a letter from the police 
chief's legal advisor from the Town of 
·Wmslow, pa_rt of which I represent. "Dear. 
Representative Pierce: I am writing on 
behalf of Winslow Police Chief Ronald 
Whary and myself to e·xpress our_ 
opposition to legislative attempts to raise· 
the legal drinking age. We appreciate the 
fact that there is a drinking problem in the 
schools, but do not believe this is the way to 
solve the problem. 

· "We believe that it is unfair to accord 
eighteen year olds all the rights and 
responsibilities of adulthood, except the 
right to lawfully purchase and consume 
liquor. Also, since there are many more: 
eighteen and nineteen year olds out of 
school than in, it seems unfair to penalize. 
the majority of them just because some do
bring liquor into the schools. Perhaps a 
better approach would be stricter laws 
against liquor on school premises. 

-ffvfng; ·wfrh a lamfly of his or her' own. 
should be denied the right to lawfully buy 
and ronsume liquor in a sensihle way. If a 
young adult abuses this right. he or she 
should be penalized just as would any older 
adull. . 

"It would be an added burden on the 
; police to have to enforce a law prohibiting 
: young adults frotn having liquor, and 
might mean less time to deal with' 
incidents of alcohol abuse, such as O.U.I., 

· regardless of the person's· age. . 
"We believe that the proposed 

legislation is unjust and unworkable, and 
we urge you to oppose it. Thank you very 
much, Sincerely, Joan Phillips Sandy, 
t:egar Advisor; Winsfow Po.lice 
Department." · 

The hearing on this issue was a very 
• impressive one. There were many people 
there, most of whom, all but one, I believe, 
spoke in favor of the bill. I noticed- that 
there was an absence o~ any guidance 
counselors there, and I made this point at 
the hearing. Not one single guidance 
counselor from the State of Maine was 
there to oppose this bill or to be a. 
proponent for it. I then went back to 
Waterville, arranged a meeting of all the 
guidance counselors af my high school, 
and I could not find one single one of them 
who feels that this legislation will do what 
people say it will do or who favor it. They 
m:~2 11 oppos_ed.J:Q.!L And I think g~ 

. counselors are· a very important part of: 
our educat10nal structure: They deal with: 
the young people on a day-to-day basis, onj 
a one-to-one basis, and many times know 

· more 9f their problems and what is, 
causing them· than either the police or 

· other administrative school officials. 
I would like to just refer briefly to one· 

more chart which was also provided by the 
sponsor, and it lists some very impressive
statistics. 

Fifteen'.year-olds from 1973 to 1974, a 483 
percent increase in drunk driving. I think 

. that is quite a shocking figure. I think it 
· should also be mentioned that the 
numerical difference between the two 
years was 58 cases. I think these two 
figures should be balanced. This large 
percentage decreases to 16 to 17 to 18 and 
19. At 18 years old, the increase was 28.2 
percent. At 19 years old, the increase was 
4.2 percent. The overall average for all· 

, ages was 10.5 percent. So in other words, 
the 18-year-olds was higher than the 
average,. and the 1919-year-olds was 
actually.far below the average. To me, this 
clearly points out one of the major 
weaknesses of this legislation. It is 
penalizing one group of people, the 18 and 
19-year-olds, in order to get at another 
gro':!E__of people, the 14, .!h_16 and 
17-year-ofcls. I think it is a sad day when 
this legislature cannot propose legislation 
bet t e r th a n th a t u n d er t h e s e. 
circumstances. 

The argument also is often heard that if 
we raise the age limit we are going to get 
the drunken driver off the road. I think the 

"Also, we have not noticed a higher 
per~entage of operating a inotor vehicle 
undertheipfluence ofliquor (O.U.I.) being 
committed by teenagers than by drivers in 
other age groups. During my 13 months as 
an assistant county attorney, I saw many 
0. U.I. cases, and I recall, only a very few 
involved teenage drivers. And in Chief
Whary's experience, the vast majority o( 

· ~t:cJJi.l?ti~I j11s t _9J:1.9ted ___ yo_u _dQ_n_'t 
ne·cessarily support that, and I want lo offer' 
a couple other thoughts for your· 
consideration. 

Q. U.I. cases involved older drivers. 
"We are not denying that there are 

obviously serious drinking problems 
involving teenage drinking. There are also 
serious problems with older drinkers. We 
all know that Prohibition was a great 
failure; the proposed legislation seems to 
be a Prohibition aimed only at young 
adults. 
.. :'.W~se_e_n.o re.ason. yvjiy_a nineteen y~ar 
old, who may well be earning his.or her own· 

Now that the 18 and 19-ycar-olds will not 
be able to go into a bar, restaurant or. 
public place and drink, do you think they 
are going to stop? Or are, in fact, they 
going to go and get a couple racks and go 
out in the car and drive around and drink? 
I think many of them may well do that. 
They are not going to stop because they 
feel the police might check them. 

B375 
: Secondly; N~w JI_anwshi'rt>, a~ you n1ay· 
kir ·may not know, recently defeated a 
similar law and lelt the age at 18. :-io yon 
people along the border towns I would 
think could expect quite an increase in the 
drunken driving, people who are going 
over to New Hampshire to drink where 
they can do it legally. So youmayput more, 
not less grj_~J.{Lng-drivers on the D?J!d_. ____ · 
- Ladfos and gentlemen,. we have a
problem; there is no denying that. The 
March 5 issue of Newsweek magazine had 
a very interesting article in it, and I hope 
perhaps some of you had a chance to rE;ad 
it. Just to quote you a couple of qwck 
statistics from it: In the 8th gra<)e' <;>( upper_ 
middle class Brookline, Massachusetts, 36 
percent ofthe students had pee~ drunk. In 

. the 6th grade, 14. percent of the students 
had:been drunk. And the major reason for 
the prolifer·ation w.as found to be tolerance 

. by the parents, most of,whom are drinkers 
themselves. "Parents who hassle their 
kids most about other drugs are willing to 
look the other way on alcohol." This was 
confirmed by a poll taken by" almost 800 
students at Waterville High School, in 
which_ they elimil!_a!_e<!__the senior- cll!_SSl 
f6ecause ffieyfelt They would be preJudiceu• 
toward the subject, and they found that the 
14, 15 and 16 and 17-year olds, the major 
source of their liquor was the home. Less 

, than a third in these categories were 
obtaining liquor from people 18 years old 
or older. · 

Newsweek also listed fo'ur reasons for 
the alcoholic problem - parental 
acceptance, peer pressure, 'family and 

· social problems ·and the desire to appear 
grown up. The article ended with 
something which I would like to quote: 
"Teenagers have·always used alcohol and 
~hey always will. And because teenag_e__use 
lS patterned aftE:r adult use, ~here IS n?, 
way kids are gomg to stop drmkmg µntil 
adults do." . . 

Very brieOy, I would like to sum up for 
: you why I cannot support this legislation . 
'. One, as I informed you, it may actually 
· increase the drinking while driving. Two, 
it is inconsistent. It has no logical basis. 
Three, it may push young people toward 
iigore_~_liY_ob!ainahi· !>1-t gz:u_g§.._F.'.@t..,iLw.!1

11
1 

1..,., anotuer law w cu many peop1e w1 
not enforce but instead will give lip 
service. Five, it will prevail on more young 
people to break. the law, and when they do 
it in one area, they are going to do it in. 
other areas. Six, to punish one group to get_ 
at another group is wrong. It will remove 
the self confidence from the vast majority 

: of young people to· get at a small minority. 
Seven, and perhaps most important, we 

. are rushing into this on a highly emotional 
· basis with no facts or studies to anticipate 
what the results might be. -

You know, too often I.think we are quick 
· to speak against some legislation without 
offering any alternatives or suggestions. I 
think that is wrong too. Therefore, I would 
like to give you my views on what does 

. need to be done on the positive side, and I 
have four recommendations. 

First of all, I think obviously we need to 
attach the problem where it is and that is 
by strengthening the family unit.. 'f'hiH ii; 
general, I know, but thi11 f'an 0111.Y bu dorw 
at that hivel. 1'hiH lH where I.he prolllNrl 
begins, with the family. 

Secondly, I think we have got to enforce 
!h~_~st!1_1!.Jaws .!?~fqre_ .w~ _sl2,!1 .. Qla!>-_ing 

•. more laws. Sixteen and seventeen-year-olds 
. are going into bars in wholesale nurpbers 
• and getting served .. Sixteen and 
i seventeen-year-olds _ and younger a.re 
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. goiiit info ·stores ·::mcI buying beifr.".Adulfs problems that have happeried·-with. the. 
are procm'ing liquor for minors. How· schools, and .I have great sympathy for 
rriaiiy nave-you· seen arrested for· this:~rt' those who are concerned by · these: 
is against the· law, you know. Last year a problems. But I am going to vote against 
statistic, which you may or may not have· the bill because of a very practical concern 
heard, out of the whole State of Maine, the. that was touched on by the gentleman 
whole year, counting stores, counting .from Waterville, Mr. Pierce, and that was 
bars, counting restaurants, cou'lting them · the fact that I represent two border 
all, 114 minors ~ere cited for drinking -- communities that border New Hampshire, 
114. That is not even convictions. That is and the State of New Hampshire has the 
just how many the law enforcement. drinking age still at 18. I don't think that 
officials cited. I think that clearly points · . any of these problems are going to be 
out that we are not enforcing the present changed to the youngsters down in my 
h1ws. . . . . .. . ... _ ___ .. area. They will go across the border into. 

My third recommendation would bet New Hampshire, and many of the 
. adoption of an alcohol preven_tion program youngsters from your communities will 
in the schools. Such a recommendation is drive down to New Hampshire and drink 
before us in L. D. 1081. Our approach to · legally in New Hampshire and then will 
alcohol misuse has always been treatment attempt to drive home. I can remember 
oriented. I think we should also consider when we had the drinking age at 18 and 
prevention oriented material. The Jaycees New Hampshire had it at 20, and I can 
too have a program which I think is a very, remember standing outside our liquor 
logical approac1- stores and seeing the carloads of young 
~ Finally, and agafo I think perhaps the· people from New Hampshire coming over 
most important, I feel that the legis}ature to buy their liquor in Maine. So for thaf 

. or the Governor should appoint a reason, which is a practical ·problem, 
professional study commission of because I feel the passage of this law will 
competent clergymen, doctors, solve none of the problems down in my 
psychologists and any others who may feel fil"_!:!_a, l l!P.l@il!g_tq_vote against it. 
responsible to study this issue, and upon The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
receipt of their report, which would have the gentleman from South Portland, Mr .. 
the benefit of a more lengthy period on · Curran. 
which to base their statistical findings Mr. CURRAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
than we now have, the 108th Legislature Gentlemen of the House: I am going to be 
could proceed to take logical and rational voting for the indefinite postponement of 

• steps based on their recommendations. this bill. I am a high school teacher and I 
· And whether or not I am in this body at have taught for the last five years a course 
that time, I certainly would be more than entitled "Alcohol, Crime and Drugs." I 
happy to act on their recommendations. · · 1 also directed a drug crisis center, and I 

If we do pass this law today, I hope very: think that this piece of legislation evades 
much that what I have said is wrong,i the real issue. 
~CillJS~J tpjl)k jf_it i~ not.wrong, you are inl I am not for moving the responsibility 

. for some very disastrous consequences. . from parents onto the heads of the 18 and 
I would like to end with just reading you 19-year-olds as a group, nor am I willing to 

i:i' nole .. wliicli. r recefved-from a good' take the responsibility that belongs to 
frie'nd of mine, Reverend Arthur Durbin, school administrators, teachers, for the 
and no person, perhaps even the sponsor of policies they have in regard to alcohol and 
the legislation himself has worked harder place that on the members of the 
to get this law passed than has Reverend, 18-year-olds in their high schoo~. . . 
Durbin. He has had people call all the· I_ am_ very_ fearful that this piece of 
legislators--in-our-area~he-has-written.is--leg1slation~m1ghtc~create-a- false-sens~of,"' 
all many times, and I respect him for this: · security and that those children who do 
because he genuinely believes that this law have drinking problems, and the problem 
will answer the questiQ!J.~lL ... fil>lY.~ our :\;"UllS much deeper than the drinking, w~ll 
problem. His letter said, very simply,! not ~et the help they need. P~ople w1_ll 
''Dear Dick: ln the spmt of Palni Sunday,' CO!J.Vl!J.Ce themselves that by ra1smg this· 
may your vote on L. D. 4 be dictated by . drmkmg age we ha v~ so~ved_ our problem. 
your conscience.'' I ·am not going to vote as, I have been teachmg m high school now 
he would have me, but I can tell him and I for 7 years. I have been a senior class 
can tell you that my vote will be dictated· advisor for all 7 years. I have chaperoned 
fil'_.!!}_y_~_nsci_!ln~~- . . _ _ _ _ _____ . ··--· every one of their events at the E;nd_ ~f the 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes'! school year, and I have seen no s1gmf1cant 
the gentleman from York, Mr. ,Rolde. cha_nge in the drinking behavior from 1968 

Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Spec1ker, Ladies and until the present. 
Gentlemen of the House: I just wanted to I If this law were to pass, what would be 
add a few brief remarks on this legislation: its real effect? Well, I think the majority of 
in my capacity as an individual legislator. 18 and 19-year-olds who are obeying the 

I will say that I was fairly intrigued by a· law, who are not selling it to minors, will 
remark that was made earlier by the obey the new la\\'.- Those who are 
gentleman from Hampden, Mr. Farnham, irresponsible at 18 will still obtain alcohol 
where he said the argument that had ! and will still sell it to those younger. You 
always been used to defeat this bill was, will still have the store owner who will sell 
"If they are old enough to fight, they are it _to anybody who has _th~ money if ~e 
old enough to drink ... His argument was, thinks he can get away with 1t, and you will 
we are not fighting now, therefore we still have the parents who will ignore the 
should raise the age to 20. I carried that a problem. 
little bit farther in logic and I would I cannot endorse a piece of legislation 
wonder if we did raise the age to 20, and that is going to say to a person who is 18, a 
God forbid this country were to start - person who by law can choose to marry 
fighting again. would we rush back here to and who can legally do one of the most 
lower the age back to 18? important things, I think, in this world,. 
.: Thi__p_ !§ a _ _v~rj'_<!_ifftcuJt bill_JoJieal_wi.t.b, and that is. to bring_ a hum a~ be~ng into it;· 

and I think we have all wrestled with our be responsible for 1t and raise 1t and tell 
consciences on it. I have been asked by them they don't have the maturity to go 

. ·;the gentleman from Winthrop·, Mr: Bagley. 
Mr. BAGLEY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 

Gentlemen of the House: I didn't intend to 
say very much but I have a short note I 
want to read and a story I wanted to tell, 
but there are one or two other items I 
wanted to mention. 

~omebody mentioned about the 
guidance people here. I talked with two of 
them and they told me they were not here 
because of lhe school ·vacation and they 

. were getting paid and would stay where 
· they were. · 

I have a note from the Student Council 
from Winthrop High School. That is a 
freely elected student council, elected by. 

. the - students ahd this ·note . says: i 'The 
majority of our student council feels that 

· Ute drinking age should be raised to 20 
. .years of age. Sincerely yours, Maureen 
. Doughty, President of the Winthrop High 
· School Student Council.'.' . 
· Now my story is very brief. I have been 
in the school business now for 46 years, and 

· back when I was high school principal, I 
.·_ used to take seniors and different classes 
: to Mt. Kathadiri. So, this particular year, 
: we were taking the seniors from a small 
. high school to Mt. Kathadin. When· we 
: were loading up, one ·of the boys, I guess he 
· was 18 years old probably, it wasn't legal_ 
, at that time, he brought in a six-pack of. 
: beer. One of the younger women teachers 
'saw it and she promptly tapped each bottle· 
: on a rock. Well, 15 or 20 years later, 15 
. years later, I guess, I saw the boy who had 
· brought the six pack of beer and we were 
} reminiscing, he said, do you remember 
·· when Miss Smith broke my six pack, and I 
. said, yes. He said, I was kind of upset at 
the time, but I have a 7-year-old boy now 
@<l_yo_µ __ kl)O\l{_}Vl"Hl~ I_!10pe,. I ,!!OQ_!l _ _t_h_f!l 
'when he gets in high school ue gets a 

· teacher just like Miss Smith. The point is. 
most of these 18 and 19-year-old boys and 
girls, 25 years from now when they have 

• children of their own approaching that age 
: will be delighted if you pass this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Stow, Mr. Wilfong. 
~M=WILFONG·-:--M~Speakei";~I,adies-- - -
and Gentlemen of the. House:· I arise to 
support the· Representative from 
Waterville, Mrs. Kany. When I was 18 
years old, I used to break the law. I had 
enlisted in the .Marine Co!:IUl,t 18. I could 
drink liquor at the age of 18 as long as I was 
on a Marine Corp base. Now, there are 

· more than 18-year-olds in military. When I 
was off base with some of my older 

• buddies, I had to present false I.D. 's and 
break the law. Now I ask you, is that right'! 

Liquor is a social problem that knows no 
. age. I am acquainted with people who are 

50 years of age and not responsible 
drinkers. We have given our 18-year-olds 
the right to· partici~ate in the 
governmental process by giving them the 
right to vote. How can we say to them, you 
are responsible enough to vote but not 
responsible enough to discipline your 
drinking habits? Are we going to penalize 
the many 18-year-olds who do not buy 
alcohol for younger children? We do not 
allow the street sale of drugs in this 
country and yet these drugs findtheir way 
into elementary schools and into high 
schools. · 

Finally, the good gentleman fr-0m 
Portland asked us to think about the 
parents who have 8 and 12-year-olds who 
come home d_runk, Well, I ask you to think 
_about the children who have parents 

· coming home drunk. A good parent can do 
some people that I respect very highly to, dQ..WI_l_and have a beer. ______________ _ 
vote for it. I realize that there are some The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes· 

· something about his child's drinking. What 
' can a 8-year-old do about a drunk paren_t? 
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- ·The- SPEAKER: ·Tlie Cfiair rec·ognfzes 
the gentleman from Winslow, Mr. Carter. 

Mr. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I had no intention· 
of getting up on my feet to speak on this: 

. issue, but since the community of Winslow: 
. was brought into it. I feel that I must give 
the other side of lhe coin. , 

1 n!1tl!ra1Jy am going to .support this 
piece of legislation. I will cite you the: 
reasons why. First of all, we have- a 
problem and I don't think there is anyone 
in this hall that we don't have if problem. I 

Let me read to you what occvrred five· 
days after this law was enacted. It relates· 
to one of the questions. How has the 

. 18-year-old drinking law affected the" 
classroom activity in school? The answer 
is: "Our first inschool drinking problem 
occurred .five days after this law was in 
effect." Now the point is, we have a 
problem, and we have a bill before us that 
can solve this problem. True, it is not the 

· perfect vehicle. Whenever we pass 
legislation in this House, many times the 
vehicle is not always perfect but it is a 
~gin~ng, ~nd I say itis a beginning in the 
nght directwn and we should support this 
piece of legislation. -

- The SPEAKER: The Chair. recognizes 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr.Joyce. 

Mr ... JOYCE: Mr .. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I rise again to 
speak regarding this bill, the bill for the 
mothers of Maine, a step in the right 
direction. I can _ understand how the 
gentleman from-·waterville is confused 
about the problems of alcohol. It has been 
long recognized that alcoholism does not 
spring from the bottle, it springs from the 
personality. The false courage, yes. 
Perhaps the church is confused also on this 
problem: They always asking there, when 
1s a skinful sinful? 

The 20 year age for drinking certainly 
would be a workable law. Guidance 
counselors, oh, how I hate that word. The' 
tee~agers today, they remark that they• 
see them once a year. They ask the· 
question, I want to be a pilot; the counselor 
will reply, your I.Q. is down, pick 
something else. They turn them off. Don't 
believe me, ask your teenager. . · 

Statistics on crime - look, nobody 
knows how much crime ther·e is in, 
America; nobody knows how much crime. 
there is in Maine. When you quote the 
num.ber of teenagers arrested under 18 for: 
drinking, believe me, the police do not 
process the majority of these .through the' 
criminal justice system. Our policy, and I 
am sure a state-wide policy, when you got 
that young fellow in there, drinking at 16, 
17, and he could turn the ·world upside 
down at midnight, the first question he 
.would ask, are you going to tell my father 
that I have been drinking? I always 

. answered, no, I will never tell your father. 
There is the telephone, you call him and 

· you tell him. You know, I didn't get many 
repeaters. The only advice we would give 
to the father as he sheepishly ducked out of 
the side door of the police station would be 
this when he would ask if he had to bring 
the boy back - we would only say, look, if 
you can't handle the problem, you give us 
a call. You know, when fathers were put on 
the spot, they handled the problem. 

This bill, I sincerely believe, would get 
alcohol out of the junior high school 
systems. That is, from my way of thinking, 
fue_~fil@mL. __ - --- - ····-··--- -···· 

No question with the gentleman from 
Waterville. I think it has been fairly 
established in the field that I passed 
through that children learn to drink in 

-their own homes: We accepCTliis:Eawsnot 
enforced, no, very few of the statutes are 
enforced. The laws are there when you 
need them and you have a problem with 
them, the police could stand on the corner 
and march many people through the 
!'riminal justice system; this is not our 
way of life. 

Alcohol education • Maine law requires 
it study there. In Yale, when they did a 
study throughout the country about alcohol 
education in the schools, they found that 
the system didn't ch,mge much, that once 
a year the science teacher would stand 
before.the student l:2ody in the cll).ssroom or 

. in the auditorfom, take thaf one glass· of 
pure alcohol and dip a worm in it, pull·the 
worm out and say, this is what happens if 
you drink. We know that doesn't happen 
when you drink. 

I feel that the mothers of Maine are 
asking you for this so that they will have 
more school activity in the evening, 
extra-curricular activity, and they won't 
have to worry about Johnny going to the 
gym and finding Henry pulling a six pack 
0JJt of his locker. __ _ _ .. _________ -· --· ·-

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Sangerville, Mr. Hall. 

Mr. HALL: Mr. Speaker, Ladies ·and 
Gentlemen of the House: As you probably 
know, this is probably the first time I have 
spoken before a group like this. 

I am not a mother, but I certainly am a 
father. I have raised five children and they 
are beautiful children. Now each one of 
them went through this same period, what 
all of you people have spoken about here 
before. I would just like to say this, the 
oldest one now is 30 years old and she is a 
school teacher. She and her husband have 
bought a home and they owe money at the 
bank and they are paying it. Now, I have 
another son who is a Junior at the 
University of Maine and he has bought a. 
trailer. He has conformed with all of the 
laws that all of the rest of you people here 
have and he started in voting at age 18. 

Each one of these children that we have 
had problems with at home. Sometimes 
they have had a drink too much probably, 

-just the same as their father has. I have 
been known to have a drink too much once· 
in awhile, but the basic thing I wanted to' 
say is that each one of these children now 
are responsible men and women. They 
!rn._v~_-1.eike!!..J:!:i~Jr~J>lace and the~j 
eontnbuting to society and they started in 
at a young age. 

I hope that all 'of us here are good: 
parents and remember that. I think each: 
one of us should have some feeling that, 
they have a closeness with the family, and'. 
I think this is one of the main things we are: 
talking about here today, because today• 
they are 15, tomorrow they are 16 anct' 
before long they are men and women 
sitting in the same places where we are 
here to~---- _____ -----· __ _ 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from South Berwick, Mr. 
Goodwin. 

-· Mr-:- CiOOD\VfN: Mi.--Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I am not 
absolutely opposed to raising of the 
drinking age. I do feel, however, that 
stronger rationale could be made for' 
raising it to 19, hut I don't want to stand 
here and argue split hairs on this 
particular subject. 

I am absolutely opposed to the raising of 
the drinking age without corresponding 
raising the age of all adult rights. I do not 
understand how any responsible legislator 
in this House today can honestly say to an 
18 or 19-year·-old, you are old enough to 

sign a contract, you are old enough to buy 
a house, you are old enough to get married 
and raise a family. you are old enough to 
vote, including to vote on liquor questions 
at a local referendum, but you are not old 
enough to go down to the bar and buy a 
h<•er or till' ston· and get. a six paek. 

Yes, there arc p1;oblems, there ha\'l! 
always been problems. There were 

"problems when I was growin~ up. l, al 
times, have had too much to drtnk when it 
was illegal, but I feel that anyone who sits 
here today and votes for this bill thinking 
that this is going to solve the problem is 

-doing ·nothing -more thari what ·au ostrich . 
, does when he sticks his head in the sand . 
You are given a false sense of security. 

• Support this bill by school officials is .a 
. copout. I ran an _adult education program 
for two years. I dealt with adults. There 
were times when adults wanted to bring a 

· can of beer into a classroom - I kicked 
them out of the program. There were times 
when adults over 20, over 21, c·ame in 
drunk and I kicked them out of the 
program. The school official today who 
_cannot handle the problems in his school 

; and is not backed up when he does handle 
these problems by the parents, then this 
law isn't going to help. 

I come from a border town. New 
Hampshire just voted to keep the age at 18. 

. How can I go back and tell an 18 -or 
: 19-year-old from South Berwick that if he 
crosses that bridge on. the Salmon Falls 
River and goes over to the "Stop and Go" 
right across the bridge, immediately when 
he crossed that bridge, he becomes _ a 
mature adult capable of going into that 
store and buying a six pack of beer but not. 

: capable of bringing it back across the 
, bridge. Is there some magic lo that 
; bridge? Is there some magic between the 
. Maine Legislature and the New 
Hampshire Legislature? I don't think so. 

Mr. Laffin from Westbrook stated that 
. ·18-year-olds now buy beer fur 15:-feiir-oicl.s°:· 
When I was 15 and in high school, 
21-year-olds would buy beer for 

, 15-year-olds, this_is n_o_t gging to chang~.I~ 
· 1s still against the law, whether you are 18 
. and buy .it for 15-year-olds or -whether 
,you're 21 and you buy it for 15-year-olds. 

Yes, there are cases of 18 and 
• 19-year-olds in_ the court for drunken 
: driving. Whether or not there are more, 
: that is a debatable question. If you pass 
· this bill, those cases will still be in court 
· but attached with them will be cases for 
: illegal possession; you will be making 
· criminals out of your 18 and 19-year-olds. 
. This bill, I say, is a step in the wrong 
, direction for the mothers and fathers of the 
: State of Maine. By passing this bill, you 
: are taking one more responsibility from 
, the parent and throwing it onto the laws of 
; this state. I feel that the parents should be 
1 made to have more responsibility, nottake 
· more away from them. . 
: The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
i the gentleman from Old Town, Mr. 
Binnette. 

Mr. BINNETTE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: First of all, I 
will try to be very brief. Secondly, I am not 
going to come up with a canned speech; I 
am going to come up with something whit'h 

· I have had occasion tci run into a good 
many times. 

I am like a lot of others here who have 
been elected and I have heen reelected and 
I am responsible to my constituents, and 
up to this date I have had many requests 
from some of my people to be sure and do 
what you can to bring the drinking age up 

, to the age of 20. I know that it is not going to 
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oe a cure all, fhaf1s for' sure, but it is gofog 
to be one step, making it a little harder for 
s_ome of the youth to get intoxicating 
liquor. · 
·r wouldHke to say, and I hate to say it, 

my police people have brought something 
to me which is really disgusting. One 
evening they were called, it was the early 
p_art of the evening, just a little before 
eight, by a lady who looked out her window 
and she saw a group of kids out there and 
she said she didn't think they were very 
old, S(?_th_e police went there and when they 
got there they found a little girl aboutthe 
age of 13 who was on her hands and knees 
trying to throw up everything she had 
eaten for a month. They took her to the 
station and they called up her father and 
got him up there. In less than two hours 
from that time, they were called out to the 
YMCA where they were holding a teenage 
dance; the dance had to be stopped 
because there were too many older boys 
and girls that were kind of disturbing and 
there they found a little girl 12 very, very 
intoxicated. 

Let me say this to you people, it is 
disgusting, it is really disgusting when you 
see that they can get this intoxicating 
liquor so easily right now. The school 
principal tells me that some of the older 
boys manage to take it up and in some way 
or other, they don't go into their lockers 
but they have it right on the school 
premises and I agree with him that if there 
is.anything we can do to uphold the law and 
stop the youth from getting in bad, I want 
to do it. 

Representative Goodwin stated that it is 
an easy matter where he lives to go across 
the border, but let me tell him, there are an· 
awful lot of people that don't live near that· 
border and it would cost us an awful lot of 
money if we wanted to go down and get. a 
f~w cases of beer, I will tell you. Really, it 
might affect him and that area, but as far 
as I am concerned, it affects me ·in my 
are11 where I am a long ways off from down 
there. and as yet. I have notre~eived one 
piece of information from any of the 
teenagers. although I have received many 
callsancITeffersrefanvefoUi1s suBJect. .· 

I ·am certainly not going to support this 
vote of indefinite postponement, that's for 
sure, because I am going to vote in favor of 
keeping that pill alive, and I certainly hope 
that many of you people here do likewise. 
.. The SPEAKER: The Chair recognlzes 
the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Cote. 

Mr. COTE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I have listened to 
many speeches here this morning for and 
against this bill. I feel that I should 
congratulate the gentleman from 
Waterville, Mr. Pierce, for having done his 
homework on this bill. I think it is 
incumbent upon us to have listened to his 
wisdom, to the words and to the message 
he brought to us today. I think we should 
support his ,·iews. I am going to . and I am · 
going to rnte for indefinite postponement 
of this bill. 
· The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentlewoman from Madison, l\Irs. 
Bern·. · • 

i\1rs. BERRY: Mr. Speaker and 
:\!embers of the House: I will be very brief. 
I would like to touch on something that has 
been said this· morning. It has been said 
this is an emotional measure. I don't think 
it js. I think it is very factual, and 
whichever way we vote, I don't think it is 
our emotions. 

It has also been said that 18 and 
18-year-olds will drink anyway. Perhaps 
they will, hut by passing this bill we 

perhaps can iessen this a little. was yes, 17, 16 andl.5-year-cifds foo. 
I was quite concerned when I heard that _It says, has the 18-year-old drinking law 

the committee had invited in a special allectect ctassroqm actIYilles? Of course. 
tlass to h~ar their viewpoi11ts, all again, the superintendent or whoever 
proponents of the bill. I am sure if the rest wrote this thing, one of the clerks, says 
of us had known this, we could have yes. It s·ays. how is the 18-year-old drinking 
brought in students who were for the bill. law affecting social activities in school? 
And as we heard from the gentleman from They go on to say that because of the lower 
Winthrop, his council was for the bill, and I high school age of obtaining - and this is 
think many of us have young people who rather hard to read because it is not typed 
are for the bill. I would just like to say that out and. whoever wrote it out, they write 
all classes and all students are not against something like I do and I have to stop and 
the bill. interpret my writing, but this was written 

I would hope that you would votirngainst by e1ilier a member of the faculty or by a 
postponement of this bill and consider the secretary in the school district, and maybe 
passage of it. by the superintendent, but I would suggest 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes to him that he take a handwriting course 
the gentleman from South Portland, Mr. again 1,1nless he can use a typewriter. So, it 
Dyer. S./!}'SJ?.~Ci!USe of_th~JQW..~ J1i,gh,sJ;po9LM.!l 

Mr. DYER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and. of ootammg liquor, we, the faculty, dread 
Gentlemen of the House: As a signer of this having school social functions, especially 
bill, "Ought to pass," I would like to say dances. Well, t}lat part really amazed me 
just a very few words. I do have in front of because immediately my mind went back 

, me the statistics from the _Cape 'Elizabeth to when I was on the school board before 
Police Department, the Scarborough we had passed the law to allow 
Police Department, and I am not going to 18-year-olds to buy liquor, and one of the 
go through_ that because it is very problems we were dealing with at that 
astonishing. But one thing that does amaze. time was liquor at dances. Some of us on 
me is the fact that we have this liquor the school board had come up with the 
problem in our section of the state in the suggestion that they would have tickets to 
high schools and junior high schools and go to the dances, it would be limited to high 
they do not have it in the other sections of school students, and once they were in the 
this state. building, if they left they could not reenter. 

I have two sons that are teaching in high A couple of the school board members 
school in the State of Maine. One of them joined with the faculty that was present 
happens. to be a basketball coach in our that night saying, "Oh, you can't do this, 
local area. He left the locker room about you can't deny the rights of these students 
three weeks ago to leave the boys to to reenter and limit it to only high school 
themselves and he came back about 20 students, because some of the senior girls 
minutes later and he found out that he and boys, they have boy friends or girl 
didn't have a basketball team to put on the friends going to college and they come up 
floor that. night because there weren't any for the dances and they would be their date 
of them .capable of going onto the floor or their escort. So you couldn't limit it 
because the minute he left they started there." So we never did, but the problem 
drinking. So that is in one of our local was not with the high school students 
schools. bringing the liquor into the dances, it was a 

But I do feel that I must say that I am problem with the older students, and yet 
going to support the raising of the drinking the school board and the faculty didn't 
age from 18 to 20. I have many many want to cope with the problem. This is the · 
letters and I can say if this bill does - problem in the schools today. It is not the 
voted one way or the other, there is going youngsters that are creating the problem, 
tv be-a~l0Fo(:P\'OJJJ~~i114;h~-$tat;~~9f'-rv:taine~it-is the~dmini-stration that is-creating the 
that are going to be short of money problem. 
because of postage. I do hove many bills We in the past sessions of the legislature 

· and I have not received one letter in favor have created problems.· We passed bills 
of leaving the drinking age at 18. where we have taken the right of the 
Therefore, I am going to vote against the parent away in the area of allowing minors 
indefinite postponement of the bill and all to obtain medical services without 
its accompanying papers. parental consent, receive birth control 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes pills without parental consent, so we can •t 
the gentleman from Skowhegan, Mr. Dam. blame the pare11ts entirely. 

Mr. DAM·:· Mr. Speaker, Ladies and . At the ~ame time, the people of the state 
Gentlemen of the House: I rise to support W 19.71 sa1d_t.hel8•Year:0Jds fire old e!lough 
the motion of the gentlewoman from t~ vote. _This h3:s been orought out man;v 
Waterville for indefinite postponement. times th1,s monung1 ~ncj. I ask you people, 1f 

I, too, have received the questionnaire these people a~e ola enough to vote ana run 
and the answers to the questionnaire that for selectm~I? m the towns or overseers of 
was sent out by the sponsor of the bill to the the P,oor or assessor and gov~rn your hves, 
superintendent of schools and the chief of aren t they old eno_ugh to drmk a 12-ou~ce 
police' in my jo~n. In regard first to the bo~tle of beer? Or 1s th_e fact that th~y are 
questionnaire that went out to the gomg to _alter your hfe_ and th~ hfe of 
superintendent of schools, having served a ~veryone m the _COf!1muruty, that 1s not as 
good number of years on the school board, 1mpo?rtant ~s drmkm~ a 12-ounce_b~ttle of 
even though I do not serve on· it now ~er, .. LU1i~k:_thllt_.1§ .. µtt~rly .!J.dl~tJl.91!.S 
because I did not choose to run for r~a_sonmg, Just a~ much as I thmk 1t 
reelection because I had too many other . ndi~ulous reasonmg_ the _rep_ort that I 
things to do, it amuses me when I look at re_c~i.vedJrQrp .. t_he p9J1<;~ chief 1nJhe t9_wn 
the questionnaire !hat the superintendent of Sko_wliegan, because these people. ~ay 
sent. Number one, 1t is not even signed, so I one thmg an9- when they gt,t done wntmg 
don't know even whether he sent it or not. they contrad1ctthem_selves mto another. 
But one of the questions, the first one, as . · 10 the answer ·to the f1rst question, has 
you all know because I assume you all there been an increase in the problems 
ha_ve it from your superintendents and with the teenagers? Yes, there was, but 
~h1efsofpolice,hastherebeenanincrease only slightly. What percentage or 
.mJhe problem~ of te~nagers sin<;!eJhe law teenager's driving violations can be 
became effective? The answer on mine attributed to liquor? Negligible, under 5 



percent. This doesn't pertain just to my 
town. These figures came out of the-cpunty 
courthouse, and my town is the shiretown' 
for Somerset County. 

What percentage of teenage crime 
violation can be attributed to liquor?, 
Negligible - under 5 percent. But, the 
chief of police in my town· makes one 
intelligent statement in this letter. Due to 
the -lack of education and experience ip. 
handling, this is where we have failed. We 
haven't had the education; we haven't 
funded programs for education, and if we 
were fu put it in the public schooi system in 
the State of Maine today, because of the 
system the way it is set up, you wouldn't 
find a teacher, no matter what category 
they are in, that would volunteer to teach 
it. You would have to hire a specialist to 
come in that would create another 
thousand jobs, so we have denied the 
young people the right to an education as 
far as alcoholic beverages are concerned. 
But then the chief of police in my town, 
even though we have no problems and he 
says so, he says, however, we endorse 
raising the age to 20. 

It so happens· the chief of police in .my 
· town is my cousin. It so happens the chief 
of police in my town was named after me, 
Everett, but that doesn't stop me from 

- taking objection to him. I do think that he 
is a fairly intelligent individual, but after 
reading a statement like this saying there 
are no problems but raise the age anyway, 
I question his wisdom and his judgment 
and even to the degree of questioning the 
intelligence. 

Last Saturday night I was iri the town of 
Solon. I was at the Solon Hotel. It is 
operated by a memper of this legislature. I 
saw three people ousted by the security 
patrol that was there. They weren't 
teenagers. They were over 50 years old. I 
have ·had occasions to go into an 
establishment in my town and we only 
have one that sells beer, a tavern. I have 
not seen the problems that have been cited 
this morning created in my towq by the 
l~.YEli!r-gl<J.,5,__ U1_av~ _s_een th~II_1 _ _cr~11t~_d _by 
the people that are older. -
__ SQ l..Jlon 't thin!!:, ac_tuaHy ~ w~_hirv.e..such a 
great problem in this state as we have 
been led to believe. I have not received 
many, many, many letters on this. I have 
received one letter from the prime sponsor 
-'-- since they use that word with CETA 
funds, it is a good word to use with this 
QJ.!Si_n~~s __ ---:: ~h~_i>rilJ!.e spol!_S<J_l'. ot this pill, 
ancI that is Mr. Bubar's organization. I 
respect Mr. Bubar and his organization; I 
respect what he is trying to do because he 
believes in it and in some areas on some of 
the questions that have been raised in the 
past by his organization, I have even 
agreed there. 

But I want to commend the store keepers 
in my area, anyway, the wholesalers of 
alcoholic beverages in my area that serve 
my area, because I did not receive one 
letter from them asking that I support the 
IQ!Ung of this bi)J_. ~o_I l_Jave_n't_b_eenJo~g~d 
with mail on-this. One letter does not sway 
me one way or the other.-I think this is an 
issue where each one should vote our 
conscience. 

I think that we have to really sit down 
and- think who is pushing this, what it 
would do and the problems that would 
come if we were to pass this bill today. I 
again do agree with the Governor of this 
state, James Longley, and I have to agree 
\\'1th him today. He said the whole nation is 
looking to the State of Maine for 
leadershfp. I agx:_ee there. I think we have a 
very unique situation in the state because 

of the election, -but i am more concerned 
that the people of the State of Maine are 
looking tQ this legis}ature_ f9_r lell,dershi.[l, 
and I don't think we are giving the people of 
the. State of Maine leadership when we 
pass a bill in one session of the legislature 
and then come back and repeal it in the 
next. This has almost become a pattern. I 
think it is time we stopped. I thmk 1ITs 
time for us to say to the people of the State 
of Maine, you have elected us, you have 
sent us to Augusta to represent you, and we 
will represent you in the best way possible. 
I think after we vote for a bill, thafbecause 
of a special interest group and again this is 
words I used from a speech that was made 
by our great Governor, Mr. Longley, when 
he referred to special interest groups, I 
don't think we should be swayed and I 
don't think we should be pressured. I think 
what we should do is say to the people of 
the_ S.tate of Maine that when_.w~....I1asse.d 
that law ·we thought If was good and-we 
still think it is good. And if the people of the 
State of Maine do not like wliat happens 
h~e_toda_y, they don't have to live with it. 
All they have to do is get off their fannies, 
get up a·little elbow grease, collect a fe"w 
pencils, go to the Secretary of State's 
Offtc_~ __ _i!p.d_ get _sorn~_ J!filj.tioris __µ_pJ ...@ 
around and collect the roughly 37;ooo 
signatures and let's go back to a 
constitutional amendment. Let's take 
away the voting rights of the 18-year-olds. 
Let's put it back to 21; let's inaybe put it to 
25, but let's let the peo:Q!e decide. 
- I say today is not the dayfor-us to stand 
here and be wishy-wishy. We have been 
wishy-washy on too many.things -on this, 
on the industrial complex situation in the 
state, on the environment, on the tax 
situation. This is not the leadership that: 
the people in the state are looking for. The' 
leadership that they are looking for is for 
us to make up our minds ·and then stick to 
the issue. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. ·Speaker and 
Members of the House: Since the first of. 
February, I decided that sometime I was 
going to spend a few hours and look over, 
some back records of the legislature. It, 
indicates that I have been on my feet at 
this session so far 12 times less than any 
other session since I have been here. Now 
for those of you who know me, if you don't 
think that is an amazing feat, there is 
something wrong with you from the neck 
up. There is one thing, however, that will 
get me on my feet on any issue, and that is 
when I am not given the facts. I am very 
proud to ·say to anyone at any time - and 
you know there are so many over the many 
years that have been so prone to stick that 
hammer in. I sometimes wonder myself, 
when those people really put the hammer 
in to yours truly, I wonder if they 
sometimes think what I think of them? 

As far as I am concerned, I am pulling 
no punches. I have got an answer, and the 
answer that I have got is a lie. I came into 
this House today with no thought at all as 
to where I was going to go. My answer is 
signed - Lewiston High Principal, the 
envelope -by the sponsor of tne bfU. t called 
the principal of the high school. He never 
sent this. I am supporting Mrs. Kany. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Houlton, Mr. 
Carpenter. 

Mr. CARPENTER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: It took a lot 
of soul-searching to decide _to stand and 
speak on. this issue, and I will stand and 
echo the words of the gentleman from 
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Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert". i ·recieived the 
same type of communication from the 
principal of my high school, supposedly, 
and it is filed in file 13 down there and it 
was exactly the same thing. I don't think 
we have received the facts from these little 
letters we received on our desks from our 
chi~f ~9_lic~, sQp_p<J_~_d!.Y.J.!!Q Jro m _Qur 
:School principals, supposedly. I just got off 
the phone a few minutes ago with the chief 
of police back in my community. He said 
something to the effect that he- did not 
support the lowering of the age when it 
went down. There· has been an increase, a 
small increase, in the probler,ns with the 
18-year-olds and 19-year-olds since the 
drinking age went down. I submit to you, 
ladies and gentlemen of the House, 
perhaps part of this increase in the 
problem of the 18 and 19-year-olds since 
the drinking age went down is not only the 
drinking age going down but many many 
of some of the ·liberal rulings of our 
government in the past few years, more 
rights to the younger people, and I submit 
to you this morning, that we haven't 
received the facts and I have yet to have 
one person supp_ortin__g___this bill ex_pfain to 
;me that this will solve the problem. They 
are all talking about legislating something 
that is not going to solve the problem that 
!heyar_e__kyingtQ.g~_t_at. __ _ 

I also heard the argument that, well, my 
mail is running 2 to 1, 100 to O in favor of 
this legislation - this is a question I have 
been wrestling with ever since _I was 
elected. I received 151 letters to vote one 
way an_d 150 letters to vote the other way on 
a particular issue and am I obliged to vote 
with the 151 people? I will solve this 
problem this morning when I vote on this 
issue when I support Mrs. Kany's motion 
to indefinitely postpone. 
__ As the ..@ntleman from Skowhegan said, 
the people voted for it, the people elected 
us, I think the people trust us. l was given a 
petition from a group, a special interest 
group if you want to call them that, a group 
of people back in Houlton with 40-some 
signatures on it, most of these people I 

_ know quite well, supporting L. D. 4. I went 
t9 .l:l_l'!!!!~ti.MQ! p1e_~~.Jl~<?_tle__J_t hi'!PP_~ned_ tQ 

· fie a Senior Citizens organization, without 
taking a stand one way or the other. I 
brought up, without a motion, some of the 
points that had been raised here this 
morning, denial of one right as opposed to 
giving them the rest of the rights and all 
the different points that were brought up 

_ here this morning. I still have that petition 
but I honestly don't think this mornmg that 
if there were 40 signatures on it when I 
received it, I honestly don't think there 
would have been 10 placed on there after I 
finished. 

This is an· emotional isKue. It sounds 
great. I was sent down hen• by rn.v 
constituents from Houlton to take all th1: 
facts and vote the way I thought I should 
vote and that is the way I will vote whl'n 
the motion comes. 

The SPEAKER: ·The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Kittery, Mr. 
.KauffmantJ . 

Mr. KA FFMAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Geqtlemen of the House: This is truly 
an emotional matter. This morning, two 
hours a_goil probably would have voted for 

.J,. D. 4. - will say that nobody· in my 
; community has sent me any literature for 
or against this bill. I did not attend the 
hearing but I understand the high school 
principal in Kittery attended; whether the 
high school principal in Eliot attended, I do 
not know. 

I did receive a letter from another 
person, from the chief of police in Eliot, 
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-and he--favors L. ·-n.- 4. However as 
Repres1;ntative Goodwin says, New 
Hampshire has lowered their age . and· 73 -
percent of the beer consumed in Kittery is 
bought i;n New I_Iampshire anyway, so the 
local children will go over there and_get it. 
We have plenty of open spaces ·and fields 
and woods where they park, beaches. The 
police try to enforce it now but they cannot 
and, therefore, I am going to vote for 
indefinite postponement. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been 
requested. For the Chair to order a roll 
call_,_ it must have the expressed desire Qf 
one-fifth of the members present and 
voting. If you desire a roll call, you will 
vote yes; if you are opposed, you will vote 
no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
than · one fifth of the members present
having expressed a desire for a roll call, a 
roll caB was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question 
before the House is the motion of the 
gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs. Kany, 
that this Bill and all its accompanying 
papers qe indefinitely postponed in 
non-concurrence. Those in favor of 
indefinite postponement will vote yes; 
those opposed will vote no.• 

Ro-1,L.CALL 
. YEAS - Baehr-a.ch, Bennett, Beri-y~V 
P.; Berube, Burns, Bustin, Byers, · Call, 
Carey, Carpenter, Carroll, Clark, 
Connolly! Cote, Cox, Curran, P.; Curran, 
R.; Curbs, Dam, Davies, Dow, Drigotas, 
Farley, Faucher, Fenlason, Goodwin, H.; 
Gree1:1law, Hall, Henderson, Hennessey, 
Hobbms, Hughes, Hutchings, Ingegneri, 
Jacques, Jalbert, Kany, Kauffman 
Kennedy, Laverty, LeBlanc, Lovell Lunt' 
MacEachern, Mackel, Martin, A.; Martin: 
R.; Maxwe~l, Mc Kernan, Mitchell, 
Nadeau, Norris, Peakes, Pelosi, Peterson, 
P.; Peterson, T.; Pierce Powell 
Raymond, Rideout, Rolde, srr:ith Snow' 
Spencer, Talbot, Tarr, Tozier, T'ruman: 
Usher, Wagner, Walker Wilfong The 
Speaker. ' ·' · 

NAY_:-- Alberti Ault, Bagley, Berry, G. 
:w,~.!3~~1_9.ett-e,:~_~rt.:;:_Blod@tt~~Boudreal!,_ 
Bowie, Carter, Chonko, Churchill, 
Conn~rs, Cooney, DeVane, Doak, Dudley, 
Durgm, ·Dyer, Farnham, Finemore 
Fraser, (}arsoe, Goodwin, K.; Gould: 
Gray, Hewes, Higgins, Hinds, Hunter, 
Immonen, Jackson_, Jensen, Joyce, 
Kelleher, Kelley, Laffm Leonard Lewin · 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lizotte, 'Lynch: 
MacLeod, ~ahan:y, McBreairty, 
McMahon, . M)lls, Miskavage, Morin, 
:\Iort9_n, NaJanan, Palmer, Perkins, S.; 
Perkms, T.; Post, Quinn, Rollins, 
Saunders, Shute, Snowe, Sprowl, Strout, 
Stubbs, Teague, Theriault Tierney 
Torrey. Twitchell. Tyndale' Webber' 
Winship. . ' ' 

AB:SEXT - Fl~nagan, Gauthier, 
LaPomte. Mulkern, Silverman, Susi. 

Yes. 73: No. 72; Absent, 6. . 
The SPEAKER:. Seventy-three having -

voted in the affirmative and seventy-two in 
the negative with six being absent the· 
motion does prevail. ' 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act Exempting Solar or Wirid 

~ower Facilities from Sales Tax". <S. P. 
56J IL. D_. 125J which y;,as indefinitely 
postponed m the House on April 1. 

C!!,me fro~ the Sen~te with that Body 
havmg ms1sted on its former ·action 
\~hereby the :VIinority "Ought to Pass" in 
:,.;ew Draft (S. P. 402) IL. D. 1171J Report 
was read and accepted and the New Draft 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 

Senate Amendment ''N' (S-39) an.a -asked 
for a Committee of Conference. 
- In the House: On motion of Mr. Morton 
of Farmington, the House voted to insist 
and join in a Committee of Conference. 

The following paper from the Senate· 
appearing on Supplement No. 1 was taken 
up out of order by unanimous consent: 

From the Senate: The following Joint 
Order: (S. P. 431) 

ORDERED, the House concurring, that 
the Joint Standing Committee on 
Appropriations and I<'inancial Affairs 
report out a bill "An Act Appropriating 
Additional Funds to the Department of 
Health and Welfare for Medical Care 
Payments and General Assistance 
Payments for the Fiscal Year Ending June 
30,1975." 

, Came from the Senate read and passed. 
, In the House, the Order was read and 
passed in concurrence. 

Fisheries and Wildlife 
Bill "An Act Restricting Guide Licenses 

to Residents and Requiring Nonresidents 
to Have a Guide While Hunting or Fishing" 
(H. P. 1354) (Presented by Mrs. Morin of 
Old Orchard Beach) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Health and Institutional Services 
Bill "An Act t9 Establish Legislative 

Control over Licensing Standards for 
Ambulance Services and Personnel" (II. 
P. 1348) (Presented by Mr. Spencer of 
Standish) (Cosponsors: Mr. Shute of 
Sto_c kto!} ~prings, Mr. .Jackson of 
Yarmouth, Mr. Rolde of York) (Approved 
for introduction by a Majority of the 
Committee on Reference _of Bills Pursuant 
to Joint Rule 10) 

(Order~d- Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. -

Petitions, Bills and Resolves Labor 
Requiring Reference . Bill "An Act to Expedite the Procedures 

The following Bills and Resolutions were of the Public Employees Labor Relations 
received and, upon recommendation of the Board" (H. P: 1364) (Presented by Mr. 

. Committee on Reference of Bills, were Dam of Skowhegan) _ 
referred to the following Committees: ( Ordered Printed) -

Agriculture Sent up for concurrence. 
Bill "An Act Relating to Dogs" (H. P. 

1353 l ( Presented by Mr. Mahany of Legal Affairs 
Easton) Bill "An Act Relating to State, County 

(Ordered Printed) and M u_nic ip a 1 Pro cu re men t of 
Sentupforconcurrence. Engineering, Architectural and 

Construction Consultant Services'' (H. P. 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs f3_42Y (Pre-seiite d -"by-Mr. cii"rtei-. o( 

Bill "An Act to Appropriate Additional Wmslow) 
Funds to the Bureau of Mental (OrderedPrinted) . 
Retardation" (Emergency) (H. P. 1356) Sent up for concurrence. 
(Presented by Mr. Hennessey of West 
Bath) .. . Liquor Control 

Bill ••An Act Appropriating Funds to the Bill '' An Act to Extend the Hours for Sale 
Department of Mental Health and of Liquor During the Tourist Season" (H. 
Corrections for Fire Prevention and P. 1358) (Presented by Mr. Jensen of 
Structural Safety Improvements at the Portland J 
Military and Naval Children's Home at (Ordered Printed) · 
Bath" (Emergency) .(H. P. 1357) Sentupforconcurrence. 
(Presented by Mr. Hennessey of West 
Bath) (Cosponsors: Mrs. Goodwin of Bath, Local and County Government 
IVIrs'"Ghonko-of~Topsham~~ -----------·· J3ilL ''An-A_cLtQ.-Cause thtL Aroostook_ 

Bill ••An Act to Appropriate Funds to County Commissioners to illrea Full=tiiiie. 
Provide Continued Alcoholism Services Administrative Assistant'' (H. P. 1362) 
for the Indian People of Maine''.· (H. P: (Presented by Mr. Carpenter of Houlton) 
1367) (Presented by Mr. Talbot of (Cosponsor: Mr. Finemore of 
Portland) Bridgewater) 

(Ordered Printed) (Ordered Printed)· 
Sent up for concurrence. Sent up for concurrence. 

Business Legisiation Public Utilities 
Bill "An Act Relating to the Rebate of Bill "An Act to Establish the Maine 

Unearned Finance Charges under the Commission on Cable Television" (H. P. 
Maine Consumer Credit Code" (H. P.1350J 1344) (Presentecj. by Mr. Jacques of 
(Presented by Mrs. Boudreau of Portland) Lewiston) 

Bill "An Act Amending the Consumer Bill "An Act to Codify "the Charter of the 
Credit Code as it Relates to the Timely Portland Water District" m. P. 1:J45) 
Mailing of Billing Statem~nts" (H.P. 1352J <Presented by Mrs. Najarian 6f Portland 1 
(Presented by Mrs. Boudreau of Portland) Bill "An Act to Amend ttie Charter of the 

(Ordered Printed J Auburn Sewerage District" C Emergency 1 
Sent up for concurrence. (H. P. 1360)" (Presented by Mr. Hughes of 

Auburn)' (Approved for introducticin by a 
Election Laws Majority of the Committee on Reference of 

Bill "An Act Concerning the Information Bills pursuant to Joint Rule 10) 
Required on the General Register of Bill "An Act Relating to Termination of · 
Voters" (H. P. 1359) (Presented by Mr. utility Service" (H. P.1361) (Presented by 
Dam of Skowhegan) Mrs. Mitchell of Vassalboro) . · 

(Ordered Printed) · Bill_ '_'An Act Repealing Invalid ltafo 
Sent up for concurrence. Prov1_s1ons and Other Provisions of 

Energy 
B i 11 ' ' A n A c t t o C r c a t e t h C! 

Passamaquoddy Tidal Power ProjeC!l 
Study Commission" (l<;mergency/ m. P. 
1343/ (Presented by Mr. Silverman of 
CalaisJ 

<Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

CltJestwnahle Validity l'm-t.ainin~ f.o l'uhli1· 
Utilities Commission .Jul'isdid.ion OVPI' 
Sanitary," Sewerage, 81:wC!r, llt.ilil.y and 
Water Districts" rnrnt•rgm11·.v J (I I. I'. • 
1370J , Presented hy Mr. Bust.in or 

. Aug_ustin <Ci,sponsor; Mr. Mad•:reac:hern 
of'L1ncolnJ 

<Orclc'red Printed I 
Sent up for concurrence. 
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· -imf ·•An· Ad fo Estii,blisb. t.b.e. i\,i~iine 
Biiildfng Co<le·,; (H. P. 1346) ( Presented 
by Mrs. Najarian of Portland J 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
suggested th<• Committee on State 
Government. ' 

(On ·motion of Mrs. Najarian of 
Portland, tabled pending reference and 
tomorrow assigned.) 

-----
State Government 

Resolution, Proposing an Amendment to 
the Constitution to Provide for Facsimile 
Signatures on Commissions (H. P, 1349) 
(Presented by Mr. Faucher of Solon) 

Bill "An· Act Relating to Veterans 
Preference under the State Personnel 
System" (H. P. 1351) (Presented by Mrs. 
Najarian of Portland) 

-RESOLUTION, Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution to Allow 
Municipalities to Provide Limited 
Property Tax Incentives to Encourage 
New Business (H. P. 1365) (Presented by 
Mr. Dam of Skowhegan) 

Bill "An Act to Clarify the 
Administration of the Department of 
Manpower Affairs" (H. P. 1366) 
(Presented by Mr. Rolde of York) 

(Ordered Printed) _ 
Sent up for concurrence. 

-- -- . Taxation- -.. _ 
_ Bill "An Act to Exempt from the Sale 
. Tax Sa~es to. Private Transportation· 
_Companies of Buses used Primarily to 
· Transport Pupils and of Parts for those 
; Buses" (H. P. 1355) (Presented by Mr. 
· Hennessey of West Bath) 
· Bill "An Act Providing for a Change in 
Standard Deductions in the Maine Irtcome 
Tax Law" (H. P. 1363) (Presented by Mr. 
Dow of West Gardiner) 

Bill "An Act to Reduce the Residence 
Requirement for Qualification for a 
Veteran's Tax Exemption on His Estate" 
<H.P. 1368) (Presented by Mr. Wagner of 
Orono) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Transportation 
Bill "An Act to Increase Certain Weight 

Limits for Class 2 and Class 3 Motor 
Vehicle Licenses" <H. P. 1369) (Presented 
by Mr. Greenlaw of Stonington) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

House Reports of Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Mrs. Miskavage from the Committee on 
.J.udiciau_on B_ilL"An Act to Require the 
Identification in Telephone Corffpan·y 
Dir~ctQr.i~s ___ QL~ u bs er i hers. u_sin__g 
Recordmg Answermg Devices" (H. P. 

. 415) (L. D. 502) reporting "Ought Not to 
Pass" . 
- Mr. Hewes from the Committee. on 
.Judiciary on Bill "An Act to Prohibit the 
Use of Telephone Recording Answering 
Devices" (H. P. 673) (L. D. 848) reporting 
same. 

. Were placed in the Legislative Files 
without further action pursuant- to Joint 
Rule17-A. --~- -

Leave to Withdraw 
_Mr. Faucher from the Committee on 

Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act to Authorize 
Removal of Dam on Bond Brook in 
Augusta in Order to Remove a Danger to 
Playing Children and to Permit 
Ariadroinous· Fish -to ·Ascend fliat Brook" 
(H. P. 814> (L. D. 988) reporting Leave to 
Withdraw 

·Report was read and accepted· amf sent 
up for concurrence. 

Consent Calendar 
First Day 

In accordance with House Rule 49-A, the 
following items appear on the Consent 
Calendar for the First Day: 

(II. ?. 410) (L._ D. 51.(i)_ J3ill ""A!l Act 
Establishing the Code of Fair Practices 
and Affirmative Action as the Equal 
Opportunity Standard for State Financial 
Agencies" Committee on State 
Government reporting "Ought to Pass" as 
amended by Committee Amendment "A" 
(H-120) 
. _ No oi:>jec_tions being l)Qte_d the ab.ove 
items were ordered to appear on the 
Consent Calendar of April 4, under listing 
of the Second Day. 

Consent Calendar 
_ _ . _ Second Day_ .. 

In accordance with House Rule 49-A, the 
followip_g item_s ap__pear _Qn_ the Consent 
Calendar for the Second Day: 

(H. P. 542) (L. D. 658) Bill "An Act 
Providing Compensation for Members of 
Inland Fisheries and Game Council" 

Objection having been noted, was 
removed from the Consent Calendar. 

Thereupon, the Report was re·ad and 
accepted, the Bill read once and assigned 
for second reading tomorrow . 

(H. P. 107) (L. D. 104) Bill "An Act 
Relating to State Subsidy for Units with 
Federally Impacted Students" 
(Emerge_ncy) (C. "A" H-116) 

No objections having been noted at the 
end of the Second Legislative Day, the 
House Papers was passed to be engrossed 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
Emergency Measure 

An Act Relating to the Transfer of 
Misdeameanor Proceedings without Trial 
to the Superior Court (H. P. 1045) (L. D. 
1111) 

Was reported by the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
engrossed. This being an emergancy 
measure and a two-thirds vote of all the 
members elected to the House being 
necessary, a total was taken. 126 voted in 
favpr pf 1,_;ime _and 2~inst ahd 
accordingly the Bill-was passeotolle 
enacted signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Brewer, Mr. Norris. , 
. Mr. NORRIS: Mr. Speaker, in regard to 
item 7 on page 2, Bill "An Act Raising the 
Age of Persons who may Purchase 
Alcoholic Beverages or Sell as Licensees," 
Senate Paper 4, L. D. 4, having voted on 
the prevailing side, I now move we 
reconsider our action and hope you will all 
vote against me. 

Thereupon, Mr. Carey of Waterville 
requested a division. · 

Mr. Finemore of Bridgewater requested 
a roll call vote. · 

The SPKR: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Bangor, Mr. Kelleher. 

!i[r_. KELLEHER: Mr. ~peaker, I move 
this he on the table one legislative day. 

Whereupon, Mr. Faucher of Solon 
requested a division on the tabling motion. 

The SPEA~ER: The pending question is .. 
on the motion of the gentleman from 
J3a11goJ:,.Mr. -!<~!l.e.h~r..thl!-.Lt!li:;; matter be 
tabled pending the motion of Mr: Norris of 
Brewer to reconsider whereby the Bill was 
indefinitely postponed and tomorrow 

assignecf. AII rn· Tavor ofTabling" for cine· 
legislative day will vote yes; those 
opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken. · 
40 having voted in the affirmative and 96 

having voted in the negative, the motion 
did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from 
Brewer, Mr. Norris, that the House 
reconsider its action whereby this Bill was 
indefinitely postponed in non-concurrence. 
A roll call has been requested. For the 
Chair to order a roll call, it must have the 
expressed desire of one fifth of the 
members present and voting. All those 
desiring a roll call vote will vote yes; those 
opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and mon\ 
than one fifth of the members rrescnt 
having expressed a desire for a rol call, a 
roll call was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on. the motion of the gentleman from 
Brewer, Mr. Norris, that the House 
reconsider its action whereby this Bill was 
indefinitely postponed in non-concurrence. 
If you are in favor of that motion you will 
vote. yes; if you are opposed you will vote 
no. 

ROLLCALL 
YEA - Albert, Ault, Bagley, Berry, G. 

W.; Binnette, Birt, Blodgett, Boudreau, 
. Bowie, Carey, Carter, Chonko, Churchill, 
Conners, DeVane, Doak, Durgin, Dyer, 
Farnh_am, Fenlason, Finemore, Flanagan, 
Fraser, Garsoe, Gauthier, Goodwin, K.; 
Gray, Hewes, Higgins, Hinds, Hunter, 
Immonen, Jensen, Joyce, Kelleher, 
Kelley, Leonard, Lewin, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lizotte, MacLeod, McBreairty, McMahon, 
Miskavage Morin, Morton, Najarian, 

· Palmer, Perkins, S.; Perkins, T.; Post, 
Quinn, Saunders, Shute, Snowe, Sprowl, 
§trimt, StupJ>.~, L~?.fil!~L 'fi_e_rney .____T9rre__y., 
Twitchell, Tyndale, Webber, Winship. 

· NAY - Bachrach, Bennett, Herry, P. 
P.; Berube, Burns, Bustin, Byers, Call, 
Carpenter, Carroll, Clark, Connolly, 

,Cooney, Cote, Cox, Curran, P.; Curran, 
R.; Cu1tis, Dam, Davies, Dow, Drigotas, 
I•'aucher, Goodwin, H.; 'Greenlaw, Hall, 
Henderson, Hennessey, Hobbins, Hughes, 
Hutchings, Ingegneri, Jackson, Jacques, 
Jalbert, Kany, Kauffman, Kennedy, 
Laffin, Laverty, LeBlanc, Lovell, Lunt, 
MacEachern, Mackel, Mahany, Martin, 
A.; Martin, R.; Maxwell, McKernan, 
Mills, Mitchell, Nadeau, Norris, Peakes, 
Pelosi, Peterson, P.; Peterson, T.; Pierce, 
Powell, Raymond, Rideout, Rolde, Smith, 
SnowLJi.J>!!~i:., Talbot, Tarr, Theriault, 

: •Truman, Usher, Wa·gner-;\VaI!rer,"Wilfoiig, 
The Speaker. 

I · ABSENT -· Dudley, Farley, Gould, 
LaPointe, Lynch, Mulkern, Rollins, 
Silverman, Susi, Tozier . 

' Yes, 66; No, 75; Absent, 10. 
! The SPEAKER: Sixty-six having voted 
; in the affirmative and-seventy-five in the 
1 negative, with ten being absent, the motion 
· does not prevail. 

-----
Passed to Be Enacted 

An Act to Repeal the Requirements that 
Assessors Conduct Annual Inventories of 
Births, Beekeepers and Dogs (S. P. 87) <L. 
D. 258J 

Was reported by the Committe1• on 
Engrossed Billli as truly · and st.riclly 
engrossed. 

. The SPEAKER: -The Chair recogmics 

. the gentleman from Skowhegan, Mr. Dam. 
· -Mr. DAM: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
• Gentlemen of the House: I am not going to 
· make any motion one way or the other on 
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. this and neither· would I move to fable it 
but I do want to get into the record one of 
the feelings I have on this bill. I was one ·or 
the signers from the committee on the 
"ought to pass" report because of the 
objection r had to the hill. 

I understand, of course, with the tax 
assessing sy8tem that we have passed in 
the last session, which may he repealed in 
this session after the good hearing we had 
over at the Armory, that in the last session 
we had made· all the assessors real 
certified people,· capable of assessing just 
real estate property and so they didn't 
want to. <:lq_.Jhi:;;jo_b of checking tlle_dogs_.or 
the births and the beekeepers. Well, we 
don't need the beekeepers anyway because 
that was repealed. But the thing that 
bothers me is, in the small towns, and this 
I want it in the record mainly for, is that 
when we take away this duty which the 
small town assessors .do, there will be no 
way for the municipal clerks to have any 
record of who licenses a dog or who does 
not license a dog. It will be left up to the 
honor system just as much as our welfare • 
system in the State of Maine is left up to · 
the people certifying their own needs in 
order to get welfare. If you think that the 
welfare system is being operated in a good 
honest fashion, then of course there would' 
be no problem with this bill_ because the 
person keeping the dog would be just as 
honest. 

But the other thing that concerned me is 
two years ago when we were at the height 
of a rabies problem in the State of Maine, 
the commissioner of Agriculture sent 
letters out to the town clerks in the towns 
and municipalities asking why there was 
such a drop in dog registrations. I ca·n see 

Bill "An Act Relating to County 
Administration of Certain Federal 
.Programs" (S. P. 416) (L. D.1312) 

In Senate -· Referred to Committee on 
State Government. 

Tabled · April 2, hy Mr. Roldc of York. 
Pending Reference. 
On motion of Mr. Dam of Skowhegan, 

referred to the Committee on Local· and 
. County Government in non-concurrence 

and sent up for concurrence. 

The Chafr laid before the House the 
second tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act to Establish the 
Department of Indian Police" (H.P. 1274) 
(Committee on Reference of Bills 
Suggested Committee on State 
Government) 

Tabled - April 2, by Mr. Talbot of 
Portland. 
~Pending - ~~fe_ren_c.~- ............ ___ . 
' On motion of Mr. Talbot of Portland, 
referred to the Committee on Human 
·Resources, ordered printed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The Chair laid before the House the third 
tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the Frye 
Island Village Corporation." (H. P. 1316) 
(Committee on Reference of Bills 
Suggested Committee on Legal Affairs) 

Tabled - April 2, by Mr. Dam of 
Skowhegan. 

Pending- Reference. 
On motion of Mr. Dam of Skowhegan, 

referred- to the Committee on Local and 
County Government, ordered printed and 
sent up for concurrence. 

an even bigger drop when there is no The Chair laid before the House the 
mechanism set up in the state for the fourth tabled and today assigned matter: 
listing of dogs that should be licensed. Bill '' An Act Converting Allagash 

I can also see coming back here in the Plantation into the Townof Allagash" (H. 
next session· and given a healthy P.1276) (Committee on Reference of Bills 
appropriation to the Department· of Suggested Committee on Legal Affairs) 
Agriculture because they have lost their Tabled - April 2, by Mr. Dam of 
fees. So, this is the objection I have to this Skowhegan. 
bill. I would not have objected to the bill if Pending Reference. 
it could have come out later in the session On motion of Mr. Dam of Skowhegan, 
after· w?hau-decrae-d·wnat'weare~omgro··---referred·-to""-the-emnmitteE:"on-r,oc-al-and 
do with these real, real professional real County Government, ordered printed and 
estate assessors or whether going back to · sent up for concurrence. 
the old fashioned assessor that we used to 
know in the past when they did a real job or 
whether we are going to keep them up 
there on that high certified list of high paid 
professionals where I don't think they afe 
going to do the job, but the bill didn't come 
out in the right place. This is the only 
reason I am saying what I do; I want it to 
appear in the record so at the next session 
when we come back with that healthy 
app1:opriation for the Department of 
Agnculture I. can be like the good 
gentleman from West Enfield, Mr. Dudley, 
and stand up and say - I told you so. 

Thereupon, the Bill was passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. · · 

Enactor 
Tabled and Assigned . 

An Act to. Exempt Fuel Adjustment 
Charges from the Sales Tax (H. P.189) CL. 
D:2661 . 

Were reported by the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly 
engrossed. · 

tOn motion of :\Ir. Rolde of York, tabled 
pending passage to be enacted and 
specially assigned for i\'londay, April 7.) 

· Orders of the Day 
The Chair laid before the House the first 

tabled and today assigned matter: 

The Chair laid before the House the fifth 
tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act to Provide for 
Reimbursement of Court Appointed 
Attorneys for Reasonable Disbursements 
made on Behalf of Their Clients" (H. P. 
1265) (Committee on Reference of Bills 
Suggested Committee on· Appropriations & 
Financial Affairs) 

Tabled - April 2, by Mr. Gauthier of 
Sanford. 

Pending - Reference. 
On motion pf Mr. Gauthier of Sanford, 

referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, 
ordered printed and s_ent' up for 
concurrence. 

The Chair laid before the House the sixth 
tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act to Limit Priority Liens in 
Individual and Group Health Insurance 
Policies" rn. P. 1252) (Committee on 
Reference of Bills Suggested Committee 
on Judiciary) · 

Tabled - April 2, by Mr. Gauthier of 
Sanford. 

Pending- Reference. 
On motion of Mr. Gauthier of Sanford, 

referred to the Committee on Business 
Legislation, ordered printed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The chair· laid before the House the 
seventh tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill ''An Act to Increase the Veteran's 
PropertyTaxExcmption" (H. P.1174) (L. 
D. 1172) 

Tablccl April I, by Mr. Palmer of 
Nobleboro. . 

!'ending . Passage to I><.! Engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Palmer of Nobleboro, 

retabled pending passage to be engrossed 
and specially assigned for Monday, April 
7. 

The Chair laid before the House the · 
eighth tabled and today assigned matter: 

An Act to Permit .Furloughs for 
Prisoners of County Jails: (H. P. 427) (L. 
D. 521) . . . . 

Tabled - April 1, by Mr. Kelleher of 
Bangor. 

Pending- Passage to be Enacted. 
On motion of Mr. Kelleher of Bangor, 

retabled pending pas!lage to be enacted 
and specially assigned for Monday, April 
7. 

: - . Tfie.Chalr lafd before the Houselhe ninth 
tabled and today assigned matter: 

An Act for the Humane Treatment of 
Animals in Schools, Public and Private. 
(H.P. 457) (L. D. 561) 

Tabled ..:. April 1, by Mr. Davies of 
Orono. 

Pending- Passage to be Enacted. 
On motion of Mr. Davies of Orono, under 

suspension of the rules, the House 
reconsidered its action whereby the Bill 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman, under suspension of the rules, 
the House reconsidered its actipn whereby 
Committee Amendment "A" was adopted 
and the. Amendment was indefinitely 
postponed. . 

The same gentleman offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" (H-119) was 
read by the Clerk and adopted. 

The Bill was passed to be engrossed as 
amended in non-concurrence and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The Chair laid before the House the tenth 
tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act_Relat_ing_to Dealer_s in_J]J,ed 
'J.'>ersonal Property" (H. P. 502) (L. D. 618) 

Tabled - - April 1, by. Mr. Stubbs of 
Hallowell. 

Pending ·· Motion of Same Gentleman 
to Indefinitely Postpone Bill and 
Accompanying Papers. 

On motion of Mr. Stubbs of Hallowell, 
retabled pending his motion to indefinitely 
postpone and tomorrow assigned. 

The Chair laid before the House· the 
eleventh tabled and today assigned 
matter: . 

Bill "An Act Establishing the Civil 
Rights of Hemophiliacs!' (H.P. 840) (L. D. 
986) 
. Tabled - April 1, by Mr. Smith of 

Dover-Foxcroft .. 
Pending - Motion· of Mr. Pa vies of 

Orono to Recommit to the Committee on 
lj:µmlj.Il. :a.esou.rc.es. . . ... . . . . · . 
• The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the ~entleman from York, Mr. Rolde. . . 

Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker, I move this 
lie on the table two legislative days. 

Thereupon, Mr. Talbot of Portland 
requested a division. · 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from York, 
Mr. Rolde, that this Bill be tabled and 
specially assigned for Monday, April 7, 
pending the motion of Mr. Davies of Orono 
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to recommit to the Committee on Human 
Resources. All in favor of tabling will vote 
yes; those opposed will vote no. 

A.vote of the House was taken. 
Thereupon, Mr. Talbot of Portland 

requested a roll call vote. -
The SPEAKER: For the Chair to order a 

roll call, it must have the expressed desire· 
of one fifth of the members present and 
voting. All those desiring a roll call vole 
will vote yes; those opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and an 
insufficient number having voted for a roll 
call, a roll call was not ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
announce the vote. 

107 having voted in the affirmative and 7 
having voted in the negative, the motion to 
table for two legi_slative days does prevail. . 

The Chair laid before the House the 
twelfth tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act Appropriating Funds for 
the State Share of the Spruce Budworm 
Control Program and Imposing a Tax on 
Forest Lands for Spruce Budworm 
Control" (H. P. 560) (L. D. 689) 

Tabled - Ap:ril 2, by Mr. Jalbert of 
Lewiston. 

Pending- Passage to be Engrossed. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentlewoman from Portland, Mrs. 
Najarian. 

Mrs. NAJARIAN: Mr. Speaker, I move 
this lie on the table one legislative day. 

Thereupon, Mrs. Najarian withdrew the 
motion for tabling. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Windham, Mr. 
Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: I move for suspension 
of the rules for purpose of reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Windham, Mr. Peterson, moves that the 
rules be suspended for the purpose of 
reconsideration. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Cumberland, Mr. Garsoe. 

Mr. GARSOE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House:· I object and 
request a di vision. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from 
Windham, Mr. Peterson, that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose of 
reconsideration. All in favor of the rules 
being suspended will vote yes; those 
opposed will vote no. 

A Yote of the House was taken. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from Windham, Mr. 
Peterson. 

:\Ir. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker and 
.!\Iem bers of the House: A point of 
parliamentary inquiry? In order for the 
motion to carry what does it need. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would inform 
the gentleman it takes a two-thirds vote. 
The only 'thing the gentleman could do at 
this time is request a roll call. 

:\Ir. Peterson of Windham has requested 
a roll call vote. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been 
requested. For the Chair to order a roll call 
it must have the expressed desire of one 
fifth of the members present and voting. 
All those desiring a roll call vote will vote 
yes; those.opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
'than one fifth of the members fresent 
having expressed a desire for a rol call, a 
roll call was ordered.. · 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion Qf the gentleman from 
Wiiidham·. "Mr. ·Peterson. tliat tlie rules oe 
suspended for the purpose of 
reconsideration. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. KELLEHER: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House stand in recess for two 
minutes. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Bangor, Mr. Kelleher, moves the House 
stand in recess until the sound of the gong. 
Is this the pleasure of the House? -

The Chair hears objection. 
The pending question is on the motion of 

the gentleman from Bangor, Mr. Kelleher, 
that the House stand in recess until the 
sound of the gong. All in favor of th~t 
motion will vote yes; those opposed will 
vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken. 
117 having voted in the affirmative an_d 8 

having voted in the negative, the mot10n 
did prevail. 

After Recess 
The House was called to order by the 

Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: A roll call has been 

ordered. The. pending question is on the 
motion of the gentleman from Windham, 
Mr. Peterson, that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose of reconsideration. All in 
favor of that motion will vote yes; those 
opposed will vote no. 

ROLLCALL 
. . YEA·.:.:.. Ault, Bachra·ch;Benneh, Berry; 
G. W.; Berry, P. P.; Birt, Blodgett, 
Boudreau, Bowie, Burns, Bustin, Call, 
Carey, Carpenter, Cader, Chonko, 
Churchill, Clark, Conners, Connolly, 
Cooney, Cote, Cox, Curran, P.; Curran, 
R.; Davies, De Vane, Doak, Dow, Drigotas, 
Durgin, Farnham, Faucher, Finemore, 
Flanagan, Fraser, Goodwin, H.; Goodwin, 
K.; Greenlaw, Hall, Hennessey, Hobbins, 
Hughes, Ingegneri, Jackson, Jacques, 
Jalbert, Jensen, Joyce, Kany, Kauffman, 
Kelleher, Kelley, Kennedy, Laverty, 
Leonard, Lizotte, Lovell, Lunt, 
MacEachern, Martin, R.; McBreairty, 
McKernan, McMahon, Miskavage, 
Mitchell, Morin, Nadeau, Najarian, 
Norris, Peakes, Pelosi, Peterson, P.; 

. Peterson, T.; Pierce, Post, Powell, 
Raymond, Rideout, Rolde, Saunders, 
Shute, Smith, Snow, Snowe, Spencer, Tarr, 
Teague, Theriault, Tierney,_ Tozier, 
Truman, Twitchell, Tyndale, Usher, 
Walker, Webber, Wilfong, Winship, The 
Speaker. 

NAY ~·Bagle·y, Berube, Byers, Carroli, 
Curtis, Dyer, Farley, Fenlason, Garsoe, 
Gould, Gray, Henderson, Hewes, Higgins, 
Hunter, Hutchings, Immonen, Laffin, 
LeBlanc, Lewin, Lewis, Littlefield, Lynch, 
Mackel, MacLeod, Martin, A.; Max well, 
Morton, Palmer, Perkins, S.; Perkins, T.; 
Sprowl, Strout, Stubbs, Torrey, Wagner. 

ABSENT -- Binnette, Dam, Dudley, 
Gauthier, Hinds, LaPointe, Mahany, 
Mills, Mulkern, Quinn, Rollins, Silverman, 
Susi, Talbot. · 
· Yes, 100; No, 36; Absent, 15. 
The SPEAKER:. One hundred having 

voted in the affirmative and thirty-six in 
the negative, with fifteen being absent, the 
motion does prevail. 

On motion of the gentleman from 
Windham, Mr. Peterson, under suspension 
of the rules, the House reconsidered its 
action of March 11 whereby Committee 
Amendment "A" was adopted. 

Mr. Peterson of Windham offered House 
Amendment ''A'' to Committee 
Amendment "A" and moved its adoption, 

House Amendment "A" to Committee 
Amendment "A" CH-67) was read by the 
Clerk. · 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from Windham, Mr. 
Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House: House Amendment 
"A" is under filing number H-67, I believe. 
You have a new amendment which was. 

· prepared which is similar to the 
amendment found under House filing H-67. 

·1 understand it was distributed weeks ag9 
and that some of you may have tossed it 
out. You can refer to the amendment that 
is presently being passed out because it is 
in essence the same amendment. I hope 
that you can find it because I would like 
you to be able to follow this amendment. . 

The issue that we have before us today 1s 
probably one of the most i_mp<?rtant 
decisions that we will be makmg m the 
107th Legislature in regard to funding of 
legislation. 

Yesterday the good Senator Muskie 
made a pres~ntation after adjournment of 
the House that times are tight, the pie can 
only be cut into so many slices, and we 
have to establish priorities. Wei(, I am 
asking you today to carefully consider the 
arguments and the issues that I hope to 
present to you for your consideration. I~ is 
a weighty issue; it is an is~ue whi<;h 
oftentimes has come before this body m 
the past and has been passed without a 
true understanding of all that it pertains 
to. 

My ___ a_m el! d ~ _ _e_n_t _e§ s e,_n_t i a 11 y 
imp1ementsthe recommendation that I 
made while serving on the Committee on 
Natural Resources on the study of the 
~ruce budwQ.rrn _ _pr_obJem, Jt _!lays in 
iess·encetliiit landowners will be taxed 
according to the proportionate share of the 
land which they own in the spray area or 
the area to be sprayed. In other words, it 
places the burden upon those pi:ople who 
will receive the primary benefits of the 
spray program and therefore it raises the 
30-cent appropriation per acre to $1.75, 
because it will only affect those people who 

· are receiving the benefit of spraying . .I 
think that they should pay their fa!r share 
of the spray program. I do not thmk that 
the Appropriations Committee 
amendment, even though they worked 
very diligently. is the proper amendment. 

• I don't think that these companies and 
major landowners will be paying th·eir fair 
share. 

I would like to share some informatiqn 
with you this afternoon in regard to this 
issue. One piece of informal.ion, and it. is 
included in the Natural !lcsourc:es lll'porl. 
on the spruce bud worm and it stat1,s, "011 
IJeccmlJcr 4, J!J74, t.he l'ort.land l'r<'ss 
Herald reported that. Mauri1·e Wing of 
International 1'11per Company sl.al.1,d lo Liu· 
Maine CongrcHsional /Jelegat.io11 in 
Washington that the landowners twd 
pledged $3.5 million of their own runcls 
toward the joint Federal-Slate effort t.o 
control the infestation --· $3.5 million thal 
the paper companies pledged. ·1 ask you 
today, the proposed program is onl~ $_3.8 
million. Where is that .pledge of $3.5 m1lhon 

·today? Where has it gone? Nobody has 
satisfactorily answered that question yet. 

I would also like to trace the history of 
the spray program. We have been 
spraying since 1954. We have sprayed 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and we propose to 
spray 12 times. The first time we sprayed, 
the fed's share of the spray program was 
30 percent, the state's share was 20 percent 
and the private landowners' share was 50 
percent. Today, under this priivision, th<! 
landowners' share is down to 25 percent. 
So, while the state share has been going up 
the landowners' percentage of payment 
has gone down. 
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Wt• have• spent in the past $Ii million, 
almost $7 million in spraying, and for 
what·: Tlw spray program lras lwt>n a 
raihll'<' in that \\'hl'n ii was originally sold it 
was told that it would retard or stop the 
spread of the spruce budworm. It hasn't. 
In fact, we find ourselves in a greater 
emergency situation today, according to· 
those close to the scene; yet not one cent, 
as of October 1974, had been spent for 
research by the paper companies of this 
state or the large landowners, not one cent. 
Yet, today, we are going to be told that 
there is an emergency and that is it 
impending catatrophy and it is going to 
hurt the Maine economy. Yet, not one c-ent 
had been spent, according to testimony, hy 
the U.S. Forestry Service in Washington or 
the private interest landowners in this 
state for research, and yet we are asking 
the state to fund this program With an 
additional million dollars. I ask you who 
have L. D. •s· to be funded, who care about 
important social services and human 
services, establish some priorities. Is the 
sp_rayi_ng __ of_Jhe_ spruce budworm a 
priority? If it is sprayed. what will be the 
result? Who will benefit from that 
spraying?. 

At this time_ when we }!ave __ sp_irgling 
inflation and deepening r~cession, is this 

infcsl<'d land. Total insecticide purchased industry, as a whole, ·throughout the state, 
todal<•unclc•rtheagrecmentofJanuaryl7, has provided livelihood for millions of 
l!l75. an• as follows -0 I don't know who people and will continue to do it. They have 
that agrl'l'ment of January 17, l!l75 is been asked within the last few years to 
between. I don't understand that, but here spend millions of dollars to clean up the 
is the sentence that really infuriates me. rivers and they are doing it. The profits of 
"The State Bureau of Forestry has agreed the company in my area over.the last few 
to purchase the above chemicals from years has averaged less than 4 percent. 
Great Northern Paper at cost." This This is not what you would call a profitable 
legislature, you have not even authorized industry. · 
this expenditure, yet already Great This budworm problem, if allowed to go 
Northern Paper has purchased or ordered on, is going to affect everyone in this state 
125,000 gallons. Now, if that isn't and if we expect the paper companies to 
government bureaucracy, I don't know pay all the bills, I don't know what they 
what it is. A copy of this letter will will do. hi our area, our mill now is about 
definitely he sent to Governor Longley, 30 percent shut down. [ don't want it to uo 
because I understand that part of his down anymore. 
campaign message was do away with I move that this amendment be 
government bureaucracy. Right now we indefinitely postponed. · 
have had bureaucrats commit us to the The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
tune of $875,000 without authorization, at the gentleman from Cumberland, Mr. 
least from this body. I think somebody is Garsoe. 
counting their chickens before they hatch.· Mr. GARSOE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
I thin_k somel;>Qdy thought tjlis .QQ_dy w~s Gentlemen of the House: First, I would 
goingtobearubberstamp.Idon'tcarehow· like to r~pon.d to .th.e. ge_otlem,rn .from 

. ycm eveIItually_ go on this i_ssue but I want Whid}iam, my frined Mr. Peterson, on his 

. this one of our priorities to spray the 
budworm only for the sake, and this is 
C.ommissioner Holt's word, to protect. the 
foliage on those trees that have been 
attacked? This is not a proposal to stop the 
spread of the spruce budworm; it is a 
proposal to protect the foliage on the trees 

you to give it some serious thought in all discovery of hitherto unknown facts and . 
that it entails. I will read the rest of the I would Just pomt out 'that 1t was made 
letter in fairness to the person who wrote very clear at the hearing that the paper 
the letter. "Orders for Sumithion and companies had put up what I believe they 
Sevin-4 are conditioned upon EPA described as "front money" because of the 
approval for use of these insecticides fact that this spray material is in such 
against spruce bud worm and approval will scarce supply that had we waited until this 
he forthcoming shortly according to both body could act, there wouldn't be any 

. manufacturers and the U.S. Forest available and in the event that this body 
• Service. In addition to the above pesticide, chooses n9t to act; they will be at no risk 
the U.S. Forest Service will contribute because the demand is still scarce and 
enough Zectron to treat 180,000 acres, they will be able to unload it, certainly at 

so that we will sustain their life a little 
longer so that the landowner will be able to 
salvage those trees. He is going to directly 
benefit from this spray. 

making the totat pesticide_ supJ!ly •noloss. · 
sufficient to cover 1,847,100 acres. I would hope that we could dismiss from 
Although no major additional sources of our· minds any possibility ·that -mere is 
pesticides are known, there are still some some underhanded work going on in 
small deals being considered."· This was relation to this. If anything, to me, it 
s i g n e d b y J o h n E . G o d f r e Y , emphasizes and underlines the crisis that 
Administrative Assistant, evidently, of this problem poses for the state, and I don't 
Great Northern Paper Company. think I am diverging too far from the 

I have another little message. As of intent and language of this amendment if I 
March 26, 1975,- notes from John E. take you back to the hearing and state 
Godfrey, Great Northern Paper Company. flatly that .ther.e was uncontr_Qvert_ed. 
"The new ground equipment, which has unrefuted evidence presented at. that 
!::Jt,Pn-pur.chased.by~G:reaLNorihe:mJ>.apeL~-hearing~that~tPis-is~a-Gri.sis.-It. i&~crisis -~-~--~-- . 
(reimbursed by State Forestry) is thatwillbefeltintheeconomicsense,the 
approximately $60,000 along with the enviromental sense, and the recreational 
equipment in the state inventory, _there is sense. 

My proposal will reduce. the state's 
share down to S500,000, which I think is 
reasonable. We in the last legislature 
assessed a mill and a half in the tree 
growth tax which generates 
approximately S400,000 a year and I think 
even though that money goes into the 
general fund, it was the intent and purpose 
oLthe...106ihihatth.aLmone-y-b!!c.u.sed..for .. 1he-~-
spray program, and I would endorse 
·spending th;i.t money that is gen_erateq f9r 
the spry program. But to assess tlie 
landowners in the rest of the state who will 
not benefit from this spray program, I 
think is inequitable. The law court has said 
that it is constitutional, but already we 
have one company, Seven Islands Land 
Company, who owns 31 percent of the 
spray area, the area to be sprayed - 31 
percent, is objecting to the Appropriation 
Committee's recommendation, and they 
are going to benefit to the tune of 31 
percent. I don't understand that; I think 
we are in trouble if they bring it to a court 

enough to accomplish the program." Th.ere was no opposition to this 
Already Great Northern has purchased the proposition. There were over a 100 
equipment with the expectation that the agencies represented at that hearing by 

. Forestry Depl!rt~ent_ will _reimb11Jse them their official spokesmen. The testimony of 
without this legislature's authorization. I Mr. Goodall was very interesting to me in 
don't know how you feel about bureaucrats which he commended our Forestry 
running government but I reacted to it Department and our landowners and 
very harshly two years ago when some paper companies for the approach they 
billboard legislation was presented before were taking and urged the spray program. 
this legislature and certain things were Audubon was there, there was no debate 
done which I didn't think were done in the on whether we should spray_ or not, there 
pubUc eye's scrutiny. was no division as to what the impact 

So I ask you today, all things considered, would be were we not to spray. Six 
to. look at the amendment closely. My legislators and one private citizen 
amendment makes those people who questioned th,e division of cost and I submit 
benefit directly from the spraying pay to you, ladies and gentlemen, that the 
their fair share. It reduces the cost to the committee responded to this criticism. The 
state by approximately $500,000. It 'is up to amendment that is presently on the bill 
you to decjd_e !19w you Wa!l.t that_money to which raised the share on all the 
be spent. The pie is beginning to be cut and landowners of over 500 acres was in 
J.f you want a slice in the future, you had response to this opposition that was raised 
better consider your vote very carefully at the hearing and I think a responsible 

action. . 
I also have some information that 

startled me frankly, _and I thip.k it will you 
if you people are concerned about 
bureaucracy runnmg our government. I 
have a letter today that was dated March 
7, 1975, on Great Northern Paper Company 
stationary. It was addressed to Mr. 
'.Vlaurice Wing, International Paper 
Company; Mr. Robert LaBonte, Scott 
Paper Company; Mr. Ray Wood, Diamond 
International Cm:-poration; Mr. Donald 
Martin, Kennebec Pulp and Paper 
Com,J?any; ~Ir. Rog~r _Mitchell, G.eon~ta 
Papfic Coporation; Mr. Roger Cope, St. 
Regis ·Paper Company; Mr. John 
Hartring; Oxford Paper Company. "Dear 
Sirs: I have today ordered 125,000 gallons 
of Seven-4 oil from Cnion Carbide. This 
inse.cticid¢ will .. cQst S875,00() and will be 
sufficient to spray 500,000 acres of budworm 

today. I would hope that you would adopt one, . __ 
House Amendment "A." This is regarded as a blow, as the 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes· gentleman from Windham has mentioned, 
the gentleman from Mexico, Mr. Fraser. this has been regarded as a blow by at 
· Mr. FRASER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and leastthe Seven Islands Land Company. We 
Gentlemen of the House: I don't feel that I are in possession of mail from them that 
would be representing my area very well if indicates that they feel, and Iain sure that 
I didn't get up and oppose this amendment. they are expressing an ho!Jcst view, that 

The paper industry at this time is really two years ago when the mcremcnt w~s 
struggling. Of course, my area depends added to the state. property tax that their 
entirely on the paper industry. The paper problems with the spruce hudworm 



l'inancirii(were- gcnfe. Be 1hat:as 1t ·may.
when this question was raised that the 
gentleman · has posed that it should be 
assigned only to those acre_s befog 
sprayed, the · committee requested the 
opinion from the Supreme Law Court 
because. he did raise a question that we 
thought should be answered before we 
could, in good conscience, recommend this 
course of action to you. That question has 
been answered. 
. Now, if this amendment ever was viable, 
1t would have been viable only until this 
question had been answered. I submit that" 
the question has been answered. This is an 
equitable and constitutional method and 
that the crisis we are facing behooves us to 
get about t-his business, kill this 
amendment, and pass this legislation. 
_ I am not_g_oing_tQ t.?.ke_xou down the road_, _ 

_ fi1:1_t t.lfer~ was also testimony, and I think 
this is what has to under fie-our reaction as 
to how the pie is going to be divided. There 
was testimony given at the heating that 
the potential impact on the economy of this 
state would total $66 million if this 
one-year spraying is not performed. No 
one at the hearing proposed that this was 
the answer to the spruce budworm 
problem. No, it isn't. The price of doing 
nothing, I submit, would make adoption of 
this piece of legislation, or failure to pass 
the basic bill, an irresponsible act and I 
hope you will vote with the gentleman 
from Mexico and give this amendment the 
indefinite postponement. . 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs. 
Kany. 

Mrs. KANY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: The reason the 
spraying area was reduced from 3½ 
million acres to 2 million at the time of the 
public hearing was because more spray 
was not thought at that time to be 
available, and not for financial reasons·. I 
would like to stress that; I checked that 
again this morning w_ith the Department of 
Conservation and I do believe that the 
spraying program is a very important one 
and it does have a major economic impact. 
But if we go along with just the 
Appropriation Committee's Amendment 
"A", the state would be paying through the 
General Fund, 26 percent of the spraying 
costs not paid for by our federal taxes. Yet, 
the state owns only 5½ percent of the 2 
million acres to be sprayed, and I simply 
don't think it is necessary for the 
legislature to offer to pay such a huge 
percentage of this spraying costs when the 
large landholders in the spraying area can 
well afford a heavier payment burden. 

I would like to take issue with 
Representative Fraser's well intentioned 
remarks. I am sure that the reason that 
the.paper.· industry -is not -ifofng that well 
rigbt at this particular moment is because 
they do not have the orders but they' 
definitely do have the surplus and the 

· working capital to pay for a program such 
as this. 

We are all aware of our revenue crisis 
here, and if the state pays $531,350, as 
proposed in House Ameridment "A." 
Representative Peterson's amendment, 
the state would be paying well over its 5½ 
percent ownership"s share and the state 
_would be paying almost 14 percent of the 
spraying costs not paid for by federal 
taxes which we have helped pay into. I 
would personally prefer to see the state's 
over-budgeted General Fund pay ·out only 
S1,2 percent of the $3,850,000, the same 

· percentage of public landholdings. But in 
the name of compromise, I will support 
Representative Peterson's House 

Arriendi:nent .. A" and I hopejou wilrtoo. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from Livermore Falls, Mr. 
Lynch. 

Mr. LYNCH: Mr_- Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: Since the energy 
crisis, I think all of you have heard 
probably thousands and thousands of 
words about Maine's natural resources, 
how fortunate we are to have timberlands 
in the State of Maine. But I find little 
recognition on the part of the state and 
many of its people who are interested in 
natural resources and their preservation 
willing to put a dollar down behind their 
words. Paper companies are doing it. 

You have to recognize that in this state 
there are a 100,000 people who own small 
plots of land who cut annually to pay their 
taxes, to supplement their income. Are you 
going to turn your backs on many of those 
who are in the spray area? They are the 
ones that are going to be hurt. The man 
that works in the paper mill is not going to 
suffer. There is going to be plenty of wood 
coming in. to run his mill. The paper 
companies, if they don't spray, are going 
to have to try and salvage as much of this 
wood as they can and that automatically 
closes the door to all the private woodlot 
owners. . 

The Department of Labor and Industry 
'says that the total wages in the State of 
Maine are a little better than $734 million, 
and of that, $157 million is paid directly to 
the paper mill workers. Another $85 
million is paid to people who work in 
lumber yards in the wood operations that 
support these lumber yards. That is $242' 
million; that is a third of our state payroll. 

Now in 1972, paper companies purchased 
almost $29 million worth of pulpwood. 
They first purchased $6.5 million worth of 
chips. If the wood that is infested on a 
paper company's lands has to be salvaged 
by the paper companies, you are closing 
the door to $35 million worth of outside 
revenue to small lot owners, to chip 
operators as a by-product of the sawmills. 

There has been great concern expressed 
in this House for the person who needs 
social service, that needs the assistance 
with state dollars. How about giving some 
consideration for the man who is working 
and scratching to make a living to support 
his family and probably pays state income 
tax in the bargain. This is not a paper 
company issue. This is an issue that 
concerns the people of the State of Maine. 

We were congratulating ourselves a few 
weeks ago on a transfer of land from the 
Great Northern Paper Company to ·the 
State of Maine, several large parcels of 
land. Are we going to put our dollars where 
our words are'! Can we expect the Great 
Northern Paper Company to spray these 
lands that are infested in this area? Don't 
we have any responsibility as a legislature 
to fund programs that support many of the 
income-producing features that we have in 
this nat11.xal.rns_QJ!f_C~_Q!!r timberlands]_ 

I hope you indefinitely postpone this 
amendment. I think it is an unwarranted 
intrusion on profits that some of these 
large companies can make. And there was 
a statement made the other day that one 
company had $40 million in profits. It 
might have, bµt they didn't come from the 
State of Maine, they came from operations 
outside of the state. · 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Perham, ·Mr. 
McBreairty. . 

Mr. McBREAIRTY: Mr. Speaker 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House: I~ 
order for you to better understand why I; 
sponsored L. D. 689 and strongly feel that it: 

should be fiinded;-not as ·amended but ·as. 
originally drafted, I believe it appropriate 
for me to first give you a little of my· 
background and a, few facts. _ . . . . , 

As my name McBreairty should indic1;1te· 
to many of you, I was born in Allagash. For -
many years my entire family.depended 100, 
percent on lumbering along the Allagash• 
and St. John Rivers for a living. . 

At a very early age, I was taught to. 
realize the .great eco·nomic. and· 
recreational· value of our _great Maine 
woods. A good part of my income all my 
life has come from working in the Maine 
woods. A good many years while farming, 
I was able to survive a hard year from the 
selective cutting of my wood lots. . 
. Three years ago, I sold niosiof fr1y _wood 
land and saw a good part of it "clear cut" 
because of the damage being done by the 
spruce budworm. 

For many years my son, Marvin, and I 
have spent most of our vacation time 

. _hµnti.M., fishing and snowmobiling i!!._th~ 
l'elos, Chamberlain and Chesuncook area. 
It would be hard to find words to ex-press 

, our appreciation for the privileges 
· extended to us by land owners in the use of 
-their land and hundreds of miles of private 
roads. · 

· In Maine, paper companies and most 
: other private land owners have been the 
i most generous people in the world in 
'allowing the use of their land for 
· recreation. Last fall I saw one company 
plow 25 miles of road at a considerable 

: expense to reach hunters who were 
, stranded after a 20 in ch sform. --· -- - . 
, The people of Maine and other states 
: have had practically unlimited use of this 
1 land for hunting, fishing, snowmobiling 
and many other outdoor sports. I 
personally have hunted with.friends from 
as far away as Florida, Chicago and 
Texas. Without this privilege, Maine could 

1 not be called a four-season recreation 
'area. 
. In the last few years, the Maine 
'Legislature has passed many very 
expensive bills. Millions have been spent 
on land use, D.E.P., Conservation, Vrban 
Renewal and many other programs. The 

· intent of all this has been to do certain 
things. Protect the health, happiness and 
welfare of the people. Protect the 

. environment and the economy of the State 
of Maine. Maine will spend, in the next 
biennium, over $700 million to carry out 
these programs. 

· L. D. 689, if funded, as originally drafted, 
. would have taken less than one half' of one 
per cent of our budget. I believe It would 
protect over 40 percent of Lhe ecot1orn y of 
the State of Maine. · 

As an example, the Bangor and 
Aroostook Railroad received 79 per.cent of 
its income from wood industries, this past 

'year. I challenge any legislator to show me 
, where less than one half of one percent of 
: our budget can do more to protect the 
; health, happiness and welfare of the 
1 people, protect the environment and, at 
: the same time, help protect the economy of 
' this state. · 
· Putting aside the cold hard dollars and 
': cents, figures in stumpage, wages, taxes 
· and the rest, there are other values in the 
forest which are lost for years following 

· budworm attack. The fire hazard of 
· budworm killed timber is incredible, not 
only for the standing dead snags, but 
because of the dead trees piled high on the 
forest floor preventing access. 

In one- check area in New Brunswick, 
which was not sprayed in the early 1950's, 

-~y_ep th_oug~ it. w~s hea vilY. jnfest(!d with 
budworm, there were virtually no animals, 
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prest•nt JO years later because they ('ould there is some, I have had communications worth a $1.75 an acre to.the Stale.of Maine 
not travel through the woock There were \\'ith some with the suggestion that if this or more? This, to me, is a cost- of doing 
almost no birds in the sky or fish in the $1.75 per acre goes on that they would like business and it puts the burden where it 
streams because the forest had been killed lo be able 'to drop out of this program and should fall. They have to make the 
by the hungry insects. would they be allowed to? Under this decision, whether or not it is worth it. If it 

Many people would ha·ve you believe that amendment here, there is a paragraph in isn't worth it, let's notfimd the program. 
only paper companies will benefit from the there. 2705, and it doesn't look as if they The cash flow of these companies in the 
spra)'.ing_ of our wo~ land. I am going to could and this is the question I would like year HJ73, was some $35 million. I ask you, 
ment10n Just a few of the reasons I believe answered by \Vhoever. what is the cash flow of the State of Maine'? 
this not true. The SPEAKER: The gentleman from I talked with Legislative Finance this 

In the last few years, the State of Maine Franklin, Mr. Conners, has posed a morning and they told me that we are 
has taken control of thousands of acres of question through the Chair to anyone who going lo have to juggle soll')e figures in 
~ood land alon~ each side of our highway. may care to answer. order to make this expenditure. We can do 
Shoreland zoning has taken control of The Chair recognizes the gentleman it, hut we arc going to be juggling figures 
thousands of acres· along the shores of our from Windham, Mr. Peterson. and that .we are going to he using money 
lakes, streams and great ponds. The Land Mr. pgTERSON: Mr. Speaker, Ladies anticipated in next years revenues. I don't 
Use Regulation Commission intends to set and Gentlemen of the House: In response know whether I want to do this. The 
aside thousands of acres of private land for . lo the question, this amendment would not :Longley budget is based on some surplus 
deer yards and other uses. : - let any landowner out of paying his fair iand I am not sure those surpluses are 

Stateandfederallandwithintheorigina!' share just like the Appropriation's :goingtohold,andlamnotsurewherethis 
spray area includes The Allagash Water Committee Amendment would not let any money is going to come to fund this unless 
Way, Baxter State Park, Indian owner in the 2 million acre spray area plus it comes out of the same pot that we hope to. 
Townships, Aroostook State Park and the other area of the forestry district get .fund some of the L. D. 'sin this House - I 
Loring Air F_orce Base. Also included in out of the spray area. I would now like to don't know. 
the original plan was woods owned by over address some comments. I don't want the impression left that I am 
3,700 small woo·d lot owners, many of them I have asked the Forestry Department to being irresponsible. After some study, 
farmers in niy immediate area. - · · · - tabulate how many state-owned acres are affer some concern, !don't want to throw a 

Landowners pay taxes. At the time The in the proposed spray areas. The State lot of people out of work, I don't want to 
Tree Growth Tax was enacted, I believe it owns 80,617 acres, plus Baxter State Park, hurt the state's economy, but when I look 
was understood that all services, including which is a 110,800 acres; that is a 190,000 at these statistics and the net return in 
protection, would be handled by the State. acres out of the 2 million acres. I then earnings and what t.hese people are paying 

The landowners have met their asked, how much public lands in the fordividends,itseemstomethattheycan 
responsibility by paying their taxes in full. bud worm spray area in which paper afford fo pay their fair sh~re and that is all 
I don't believe it to be unreasonable to companies have cutting rights - in other that I am asking. I am only asking that the 
expect the state to face up to its words, how many acres of state-owned State pay 5 percent of the funding for land 
responsibility and pay a fair share in. land in which I .think we should pay the that it owns. Even though_it owns the land, 
.P!:9~~tirrgJgi_s_ valuable .nl!tu_ral i:esource. spraying costs, how many of those acres do. it is not going to benefit from The spraymg 

In a committee report put out by the the paper companies have cutting rights?· because. the timber and cutting rights 
Natural Resource Committee, who studied -126,000 acres. They are going to reap the belong to the companies. 
tli.e ·spruce ·buciworm problem this past benefit of the spray, the trees that are · So I leave you there with that decision. It 
summer, it states that of the 7.8 million going to be sprayed from the state-owned is a '!\'eighty decision; it_is on~ tl).at I did not 
acres of spruce-fir forest in Maine, · 5.3 lands. We- are not spraying these trees for come too easily, but I thought there should 
million acres are heavily infest9d and 3.5 the state, we are spraying them for a be a full and thorough discussion on this 
million acres require spraying to prevent s Pe c i a I interest. This I eaves measure and I am glad that the members 
s<!fious tree mortality. approximately li4,000 acres of state-owned that extended me the courtesy to get this 

If no spraying is done and we Jose our and in which no culling will be done by the amendment on the floor of this body. 
spruee-J'ir fonist, people who arc against prival!! !'ornpanies. . The SP !<~AKER: The Chair rccogniws 
SJH:aying land those who question whether As far as the poor paper companies, the the gentleman from Hampden, Mr. 
the state should help in thisJ will have a poor landowner, I had some figures that [ Farnham. 
terrible cross to bear. I wonder how they went over their annual reports and these Mr. FARNHAM: _Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
can_be-s_o-_s.1.u:e~_oLtbemsel~e~Jli.ey ____ 1l!'e __ l973.,~the.JJ1_os_Ll'.e_ce.n_Lone_s~l~could ___ and_GentlemenofJ,h.eHouse:~The.previous 
really realize the high stakes with which obtain with the assistance of the paper speaker mentioned that he didn't wish to 
they are gambling? industry, this is only five companies in the be irresponsible, but he has quoted figures 

All i:espon_sil;>le peo_ple.sh01Jld b~ working affected spray area. Gross receipts of on profits and v~lun:ie of ~usiness on the 
together to try and solve this problem, Great NQJ;thern for that ye~r .. ::- $505 several compames m Mame. He would 
and certainly it is discouraging to those o'f million; International Paper, $2 bHiion - give you the impression that the profits 

. us who were born and brought up here and these are gross receipts. Scott Paper, $931 shown were the profits Il')ade in the State of 
who make our living here to observe the million; Diamond International, $567 Maine. Now, I can't tell you where every 
attitude of seemingly responsible people million; St. Croix and Georgia-Pacific, $2 one of these companies has mills,. but one 
who take pot shots. ridicule and otherwise billion, over 2 billion. What are the that I am quite familiar with has a huge 
play upon the people's emotions. in anticipated estimated revenues of the mill in Georgia; its profits are in the 
criticizing the forest products industry - State of Maine for 1975--$750 million. figures he gave. It has two or three mills in 
·where would we here in Maine be without I ask you, I am for the spraying but I am Wis~opsjp_;_jtiLP.r.oJit!l._if_an_y,_ a_r~_Jn_J;he 
it? questioning who should pay, who should figures he gave. It has 01ills in Arkansas;_ 

With the facts I have mentioned, it is fund the spraying. It seems to me, and its profits, if any, are in the figures he· 
hard for me to believe that many of our everyone says, gross receipts don't mean gave. He left the impression, I believe, 
constituents would be against the State everything, you have got to subtract out with you people that these tremendous 
paying 25 percent of the tab. Public the expenses, the cost of doing business. figures all were incurred from work done 
relations can and should be a two-way The retained earnings of these companies, in the State of Maine. 
street. For the benefit of all concerned, the total retained earnings, is Now,Internationa1Parcr,Jknowhas50 
let's at least try to keep Maine green. $1,651,000,000 for the year 1973. Those or 60 mills scattered al over the. Unil<!d 

This morning I was talking ·with profits have gone up, those companies States. It has several major mills in 
Governor Longley and he indicated to me have made expenditures for proposed new Canada. Has he included those figures? Jlc 
that he would go along with the 12½ paper mills in this state. Now, why would ought to.have if he wanted to distort? Now, 
percent that we have on it. · they spend millions of dollars to develop the Canadian figures are not in there 

I believe this amendment has possibly new mills that will produce more paper if because the Canadian Company is 
been put on to try to kill this bill. I would they didn't think there was a resource separate and incorporated in Canada's 
urge very strongly that this amendment be there? Canadian I.P. I mean, he could have made 
indefinitely postponed. My amendment, ladies and gentlemen, a oetter picture if he had included the 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes calls upon this body to make a decision. profits made in Canada too. . 
the gentleman from Franklin, Mr. Youhaveheardfromonespeakerwhosaid i would like to give you a.little more 
Conners. maybe some of the paper companies would history. Years ago, and I think it was 

l\fr. CONNERS: Mr. Speaker, Ladies like to drop out if it was a $1.75 per aqe. In around 1910 or 1912, there was no forest fire 
and Gentlemen of the House: I would like other words, this is a business decision. If p.rot~ctiotJ. .. Now, .a forest .fire didn't .knpw 
to ask a question through the Chair, and it isn't worth a Sl.75 per acre to the paper my boundaries fro.m the Representative 
after reading this .amendment, I .am·· companies, those people who will be from Windham, Mr. Peterson's. It could 
\\'Ondering if any landowners - and I feel deriving the benefits, why should it be start on my land and it could run on to his. . . 
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lt ·could go on t;l the Representative ·rrom 
Allagash Mr. McBreaitty's land. So the 
landowners got together and said, we are 
paying property taxes to the state but 
apparently the state isn't going to give us 
any forest fire protection. If we own a 
house in town we pay taxes and we have a 
fire department to protect us and we have 
a sewer department and we have a 
highway department to build our roads, we 
have a police department to protect us, but 
if you happen to own a Township up south. 
of the Allagash, you build your own roads 
you _supply your own police protection; 
nothmg comes out of the taxpayer for those 
roads. One company alone has a thousand 
miles of privately constr-ucted road, most 
of it ~ide open to the public and.that part 
that 1s closed is generally because it is.at 
your risk or you would kill yourself .due to· 
the heavy traffic of trucks hauling wood 
j_)roducts. 

So, the forestry district was formed. In 
addition to.paying the so many mill tax on 
_property tax, the forest owners assessed· 
themselves so many cents to a dollars per 
acre to go into_ a common_ fire_ fightin_g_ 
fund. It didn't make any difference where
your land was, if you were in the forestry 
district you paid the tax and every 
company paid the same tax all the way 
through. This is what they did for years: 
until in the 106th Legislature you passed 
forest productivity tax and you combined: 
everything under one umbrella, and that 
umbrella does include forest fire 
protection. I am surprised that we don't• 
have a complaint that the state is spending; 
money to protect these forests from fire. · 

Now, where did the money come from?· 
It came from the very, very people that: 
you are protecting. It didn't come out of: 
anyone else's pocket at all. So, over the: 
years this was done and the assessments1 
were ma-de and when we had a bad fire: 
year and the fund went in the hole. There: 
was an advance made from the General; 
Fund to cover it. The next year the· 
landowners were in and increased their; 
assessment, repaid the State of Maine andi 
tried to build up another reserve. It would! 
go four or five years, and we have had; 
some good years lately, no bad forest fires 1· 

the fund would· be deemed safe al).d th~. 
assessment would be reduced. 

_ Now we embark on another method. Tne: 
only people who are going to get penalized!' 
are those who happen to own land in the
particular area where the infestation is thei 
greatest. Now, just south of that is a/ 
landowner with 750,000 acres. He is 
perfectly willing to pay his share of the; 
cost because the windis going to bring the 
moth down into his land and destroy that 
too unless there is some spraying. He is not 
quibbling one bit. He knows the moth can't 
read town lines; he just settles where he 
can. 

· AstatEiment was madethaf allit was gomg 
to do was protect the foliage. You know· 
very well if they spray it is going to kill 
millions and billions of moths. It isn't just 
going to protect foliage. Someone said the 
companies, and I think they were trying to 
help the bill, would have to salvage the 
wood. They couldn't salvage that 30 
million cords of wood that can be 
~es~royed in two ye?rs; they couldn't sell it· 
111 fIVe years. Even 1f they could cut it down
you haven ·t got the means to get it to the 
mills. 
- -we heara a cry from one ofthe 
distinguished members of this House. We 
heard. a cry a few years ago about 
see-through cartons so you could see meat.-_ 

KPyl'S - Fibr.e--A"s the t,ame of it - 750 
employees. Their ca1tons are made of 
wood. When there isn't any woods there: 
isn't any Keyes Fibre either. · 

There are no questions or no double talk 
on where the wealth of Maine comes from. 
We know from all the statistics over in the 
other-building that one third of the people 
in Maine depend upon forest products for 
their living. They aren't all pulp and' 
paper, there is wood turning mills, there is 
furniture factories, there are saw mills, I 
don't know the millions of uses there are 
for wood, for wood used in Maine. It isn't 
just the pulp and paper people yoll are 
protecting, you .are protecting the 
livelihood of one third of the State of Maine 
and more than one third of the wealth, 
because for the most part these are high 

. paying industries. If you don't believe it, 
look at the statistics for the average pay 
for a paper mill worker, double the 
average pay of a shoe factory worker. It is 
that kind of wages we need in Maine. 

__ What haQQ_ens if we don't ~ay. The 
forest·goes and so go the mills. Sure, one· 
major company now is holding up its 
possible development of another $200 
million industrial plant_ for the_§_imple 
reason it doesn't kriow what this 
legislaure is going to do, it doesn't know 
what the moth is going to do. This is what it 
all means to us. 

Much was made of the fact that these · 
companies have gone on their own. Yes, 
they met apparently in January and said, 
we have got to buy this chemical. The state 
can't buy it; it hasn't been authorized, so it 
hasn't got the money. So, they assessed 
one another and did the state a great favor. 
They have put their foot where their mouth 
is. They have bought the chemical and 
they are in hopes that the state will use 
that che_1pic;al. _S_u_r_e_. the:v:a_n't get stuck 

. because if we don't pass tl:ifa 1eg1slaITon, 
that chemical is highly valuable, there are 
millions of other people looking for it. 

I say to you that this is a bad, bad 
amendment and it should be buried at 
least six feet dee!)_. . 
, The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes
,the gentleman from Dover Foxcroft, Mr. 
Smith. 
- : Mr: SMITH:· Mr: Speaker-,-tadl.es and 
Gentlemen of_ the House: I have never 
_bee!l a great defender of the paper 
companies. As a matter oHiict, nhfuk if' 
you research the record, if anybody should 
happen to be interested and I doubt if 
anybody is, you will find that I voted 
_ag_ainst their interest_§__J!_yen thoug_h we do a 
great deal of business with them; almost 
every time·. The bi 11 that the 
Appropriat_ions Committee brought down 
before Y<?U 1s not a paper company bill. It is 
not a bill designed to enrich the great 
coffers of Great Northern and 
International and Scott. It is a. bill 
designed to aid the small landowner the 
man who doesn't have a paper machine to 
turn his profit out. 

Actually, if you want to know the truth I 
don't thi~k. that the paper compani~s 
would mmd all that much this $1.75 
assessment. Because let me tell you what 
would happen. This $1.75 assessment 
would knock the little landowner the guy 
who owns five or four or three 'hundred 
acres, and there are a lot of them in this 
state, right out of business. 

!ust let me give you some figures, and I 
think you all have probably received these 
because you have gotten a letter from John 
Sinclair, Seven Islands, that is a non-paper 
company landowner, the biggest most 
profitable most glorious one in the state. 

Let me give you lhe figures-lhat lfiey" go bi• 
which are fairly representative. They 
accept th~ figu_reJl}at_e\'.eryJ?_o!ly ~Ise d9es. 
!in the landowning business and the cutting 

, business. If one quarter cord per acre is 
· grown on the timber lands of this state on 
an average, one quarter cord, the 
stumpage value of that one quarter cord is 

;$2.oo, one- qtiarter·onbe average-ons.oo .. 
So, you get $2 that those who have to 
scrape a living out of the land have got to 
play with. 

Seven Islands' figures, they put about 68'. . 
cents into ta.xes; 54 cents into 
management and overseeing and 20 cents: 
goes lo loss and damage and this sort or 

, thing. That leaves a grand total of 58 cents 
an acre to pay taxes with, to make a profit. 
Just let me say, 58 cents an acre, okay, if 
you just happen to be over, if you happen to . 
make $25,000, anything above that of. 
course you lose half of. Then, on top of that: 
you are going to take 30 cents an acre, if' 
the Committee Amendment goes through· 
and $1.75 an acre if Mr. Peterson's 

, amendment is accepted. 
• I have no doubt the Great Northern 
. Paper Company is going to be able to 
, accept this for one year, but I doubt very 
. much if Seven Islands, the most profitable
of the land management and operated 
non-paper company type organizations 
can accept $1.75 for one year. They say: 

: that it is going to · cost them a million; 
· dollars for 30 cents. They don't have that 
kind of cash on hand and the small· 
landowner doesn't have that kind of cash 
on hand. And the fact of the matter is that 
50 percent of the land that is to be sprayed 
is non-paper company land. This is a 

. catastrophy in essence on the land of 
Maine. It .is something that calls for 
spreading of the ri1?k. I.l)a~e be.enmindful. 
that peoples ·-fands that not going to be 

• sprayed will be required to pay under 
either the $1.75 or the 30 cent approach. I 
have called a lot of them. I have called, for 
instance, landowners in Oxford County 
whose lands are almost exclusively 

, hardwood, and they said, "Gee Doug, we 
: don't like that 30 cents an acre, let us think 
'about it." Everyone that I have called on 
: the 30 cents an acre called back and said 
1 we still don't like it but we have thought it 
: over and we guess we had better pay it. 
' Let's just see what the landowners are 
, paying. These are figures that I gave you 
: yesterday and I want them fresh in your 
mind today, so I am going to give them to 

· you again, it will take about ten seconds. 
: The bill, as the committee report sent out, 
: would require the experiditure_at the state 
,level of $3.8 million. Of that $3.8, $2.8 :will be 
: raised by the 30 cent an acre excise tax on 
, the landowners, that is 2.8 of 3.8. The 
, remaining million will be raised this way; 
· $430,000 will be raised by the mill and a 

f
half tax. on.lan.dow_ners . .that. the last 

, egislature imposed to fight spruce 
, budworm. That lea·ves $.570,000, and that 
: $.570,000 you. have the state:owned lancfa 
• and you have lhe · spraying, and that 
. includes Baxter and all the things that 
Representative Peterson has mentioned to 
you, in addition you have the spraying of 
the small landowner of less than 500 acres 
under the tree growth tax. 

-· We -fh-otighl . raHier tfon ·going to soo 
'acres, which is a relatively small holding if 
you try to earn your living from the land, 
we thought we· would cut it back to a 
hundred acres, but it only made $15,000 
difference and it was a heck of a lot more 
trouble, so we left it there. 

I think that you should consider what the 
$1.75 is going to do to the landownership 
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pattern in this state. [n one year it will small woodland owners, not even in the recent survey showe·d that the paper 
radically change it.- in one year. infested areas, from these towns that [ industry is feeling an increase in tax from 
· ffthe· 30 cent an acre is taxed, which the have been reading to you. the poor state of the economy .. A lack of 
committee recommends, is extended over Now, these towns have small woodland orders for paper and paper products was 
verymanyyears,lhalisgoinglodoittoo. owners, they have small woodland cited as the reason for the downtrend 
If you want fewer and fewer and. fewer OJ}('ralors and these rcllows, ean you production. Surveys showed that more 
landowners in this slate, vole fo1' $1.75 an imagine what their business is going lo be than half of the paper machines in the 
acre because that is what you are going to like 11 this salvage 1s so massive that the · state would he shut down for al least part 
gel. The big boys, the rich ones arc all paper companies decide to use all _of their of the ten-day period ending April 7. In the 
going lo own the lands. . own wood. which is salvageable and stop . latest weekly tabulation by the industry 

I hope that you will see the position that buying from the small landowner in the kept in Augusta, six paper machines were 
the Appr:opriation,, Committee has been in. State of Maine. I am sure they Would try to down for three (la.vs, from March 28 to the 
This is a compromise measure. We have buy some; I am sure they would be fair 30th, with two of these operating only five 
been mindful that there is not a great about it, but the fact of the matter still is, if days a week. Eight other machines went 
sentiment in this House to pay money to I were in their position I would use my own · down March 30 and 31, with three of these 
th1,se who do not need the money, to the salvageable lumber first. remaining idle at least through April fi. 
rich or to the big companies or whatever These small woodland owners are now Eleven additional machines will be clown 
they might be. We have cut this bill back, I selling. I can see their market drying up March 31 to April 6 and one other II\achine 
think, to a reasonable proportion. I think I unless something is done. And answering operating five days. Great Northern Paper 
have accounted for this money to you and directly the question of the gentleman Cqmpany announced recently that its mills 
there is one thing I haven't said, that out of from Sabattus, I would say, it is designed in Millinocket and East Millinocket will be 
that $570,000, $100,000 is going to be used to slow down to prevent a massive shut down for 72 hours April 30. · 
for research. That is probably not enough operation, and if we can slow it down, · -Ladies -arici gentlemen, we can'fafford to 
for research, but that is ail we can afford perhaps it will protect the investment that have these mills down. In my town, I would 
right now. That is non-matchable and that some of our smaller woodland owners have say about 40 per~ent of it is down now. If 
is straight state money. I think that w.e not in the spray area but throughout all the we make them pay the added cost as 
ha\·e pushed the non-paper company entire reaches of the State of Maine, suggested in this amendment, that cost 
landowners not only to the point of just because now the spruce budworm is along has to be put into the cost of making paper, 
breaking even but to the point of losing the coast in the southern regions of our and if our companies.in Maine can't make 
money. I think that is an established facL state. paper and compete with other companies 
For years now. 5 percent return has been I would just simply close by saying that I throughout the country, we aren't going to 
ail that anybody has gotten on land. think to throw into a debate like this the have any orders. So it is not just the fire or 

So, as I said, that is the basic decision, profit figures of a corporation is silly and I the.work dangers we are looking at here, 
and I hope that the legislature will accept think it also is designed to hide the real we are looking at that loss of business, and 
the commit tee report, reject Mr. issue. Truthfully, if the corporations don't if we lose the business, the whole state will 
Peterson's position and go with the make a profit, there won't be any paper be gone. · 
committee. mills and there won't be any jobs and that The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes is one of the things we are talking about the gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs. 
the gentleman from Sabattus, Mr. Cooney. here. I think we have got it down to the real Kany. 

Mr. COONEY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and serious part of this bill, which is a job bill. Mrs. KANY: Mr. Speaker and Members 
Gentlemen of the House: I would like to This is strictly a job bill, not necessarily of the House: There are several things I 
pose a qustion through the Chair to Mr. for the northern reaches of the state, but a wanted to comment on. In answer to Mr. 
l•'arnham or anybody who would care to job bill for your town, because I am sure in Cooney's question, perhaps we will forever 
answer. I think it is basic to the whole most every little town in this state there have to spray, but I think it is a very 
issue. If we can't salvage the infested areoperatorswhoeitherowntrucksorhave worthwhile thing and I don't think that is 
wood, why should we spend any of the small woodland lots who depend annually really. the issue here. The spraying does 
people's money to spray it? on sale of their product to the major not pnly retan:l the defoJj_ation pro_cess, l)ut 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from companies in this state. I think this bill is it retards the dying process of the trees. 
Sabattus, Mr. Cooney, poses a question. designed to help them and I hope we will This is an economic issue, but I don't 
through the Chair to any member who defeat the motion. think this is really a job issue right now. 
cares to answer. . . . . . . The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes We do ha_ve a iE)neral e~onomic slC>wdowll 

The--enair~Te·cognizes-~the-gen tiemafl~tJ-re~gentiemanfromSabattus~T\IIr-:-Cooney:~--tlirougnourtnfl:oun fry -ana; of course;our~ 
from Nobleboro, Mr. Palmer. Mr. COONEY: Mr. Speaker and Maine paper companies are finally and 

'Mr. PALMER: Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: I would thank the lately being affected by this. But these 
;\ieII\bers of the House: I would like to gentlemanfoihls expTariat1ori,-b·ufff-ral.ses companies are primarily national 
speak to that question and give to it a few another question. Your answer that the companies, they aren't primarily Maine 
remarks, al].d J wm p_e very brief. The bill spraying program reduces the magnitude companies, and I don't think it would 
before you, without the Peterson of the needed salvage. Is that correct? We affect the long run as far as the State of 
amendment,. is a bill which I believe _is have been, evidently, reducing the Maine if now we decided to ask them to 
designed to reduce the magnitude of a magnitude of the salvage for 20 years. How pay a larger share. Let's not forget that 
massive salvage operation. I think this many more years do we have to do that at our income taxes, our fecl1iral income 
addresses itself to the question which the the state taxpayers' expense? taxes, would already he paying half of the 
gentleman from Sabattus asked. A bill The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes cost of the spraying. Why don't we discuss 
reduced and designed to magnitude of a the gentleman from Mexico, Mr. Fraser. this part of it as_opposec;! to II\aking it spn1e 
massive salvage operation. · . . Mr. FRASER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies. and job issue. Already the small wood lot 

Thus far, we have been talking Gentlemen of the House: I am truly sorry owners are being affected, but I believe it 
primarily about the large corporations. to be up here delaying you another few is because of the general economic 
We have been talking about larger• minutes. I as well as many othe.r.s are due· slowdown and wpuld have nothing to do 
landowners. I want to tell you now that_:_ I in committee rooms at one-thirty and I with this particular spraying proposition. 
want to read a few names to you, a few 'hope to pick up a hot dog on the way. . The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
towns you people represent, see if you ' The ~entleman said something about the the gentleman from Livermore Falls, Mr. 
recogmze these towns Albion, Benton, gross mcome of these paper companies Lynch. · . . 
Boothbay. Bristol, Burnham, Clinton, being into the billions. Well, let's stop and Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker and Members 
Frjepd!!hip, I::Iartforcj., .Livermore -Falls, think, ladies and gentlemen, how many of the House: I think the lady is true. We do 
)forrill, Norway, Palermo, Phippsburg, families were provided for with that receive some of-our federal money back. I 
Searsmont. Sidney. Troy, Sumner, money, how many kids were sent to school, think the federal revenue serviCl' receives 
Waldoboro, Washington, Windsor, how many grocers were aliowed fo"stay in a lot of it from the paper companies in 
Wiscasset, and I could go on with two. or business, how much sales tax it generated, their corporate tax. I think it receives a lot 
three pages, where we have in this·state at how much income tax came from that to _of money from the unusually high pay 
the present time moderate to high go to the state as a whole. These billions scale to the. employees of the paper 
infestation of the spruce budworm. are great; l' hope they continue, but if we companies. I think the state receive& 

This bill. without the· Peterson go on the way we are going, they won't considerable income froin corporate and 
amendment is designed to reduce a continue. personal income taxes generated by paper 
massiye salvage opi:ra_tion. You realize Here is an argument in this morning's companies, so there is a feedback through 
that 50 percent of all the pulp which these paper. The Maine Paper Industry other directions for the support of som~-of 
big corporations buy today. they buy from Information Office said Wednesday that a_ these programs. · 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HO(.iSE, APRIL 3,--1975 B389 

I would like to s[ress once more: I think 
there has to be some concern for the small' 
private wood lot owner. Those not in the: 
infested area are going to have their: 
markets closed to them because of salvage; 
operations on company-owned land. Those: 
private operators owning land in the: 
infested area, if they arc not protected by a· 
suitable spraying process, they are going. 
to have trees dying for which they will 
have no market. They will not be able to1 

salvage them, and when you consider the/ 
time it takes to grow a tree, many of thescl 
people would have their income, their 
wealth, their livelihood wiped out in their! 
lifetime. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Bangor, Mr.: 
Henderson. 

Mr. HENDERSON: Mr. Speaker, Ladies: 
and Gentlemen of the House: I will try to: 
be brief. I know it is getting late, but 11 
think that the question raised by Mr-1 
Coo~ and_ othersis __ a very crucial 
question to the decision that will be made, 
today, and-that is that we are not doing: 
something this year that is going to solve• 
this problem, it is only going to be a; 
temporary one. I think even the: 
proponents have admitted that this will not 
redqce the budworm infestation, and that 
even if it could, it wouldn't matter because· 
they would come right back again from' 
Canad·a. What we are talking about is 
foliage this__year and whatever the costs 
benefit ra.Ho is-gofrig to -be-Hus year,· it is 
gomg to be half of that next year if we have! 
to do it again. In addition, the fact that we; 
have been spraying so many years and; 
that it keeps spreading raises at least: 
some doubt in my mind if whether the; 
spraying is actually helping or, in fact,, 
hurting the problem. 

In an edition of Maine Land Winter 1975: 
of the Maine Department of Conservation 
says the late summer of 1974 egg mass 
surve_y showed _an_ avera~ of 1100 ~g 
masses per 100 square foot of·foJiage. For 
comparison, it would take 400 egg mass 
level and above to defoliate that 100 square 

. feet of foliage. In addition, the proponents 
said that even if we spray it will only be 80 
to 90 percent effective. What that really 
means is that we are taking that 1100 egg 
mass, reducing it down so there is still 100 
or 200 left, and they will have the rest of 
that tree to munch away on and get as big 
and as·healthy as they can be. If itweren't 
sprayed, those 400, it seems to me, would 
eat themselves out of house and home 
pretty quickly and kill themselves off. It 
seems to_ me that the thinking behind this 
and the past practice is not very 
reasonable. 

In addition, I don't think that the 
question we are facing here is whether to 
spray or not but, in fact, who is going to be 
paying for it. Some people have said that 
,we shouldn't have. mentioned_the_profits 
from these lar.e:e multi-state and 
international corporations because they 
come from other areas. I think that is · a 
very important point. The fact is that that 
cost is not bemg borne solely by the' 
production in Maine,· the cost ot 

. Georgia-Pacific and International Paper 
is borne by all their subsidiaries and all 
their _QJ!.l;\J:ation.i;. tbniy_ghout tb.i.!l. c_oy_otr.Y ,. 
and . that reduces the impact on the 
Maine economy and enhances their ability 

._~o r1:la~e ~o t~is _pJopl_em.. . .. _ 
__ To.e . .Prn.1>\~m.9f fi~~-h~iar.di .:ii.eins1 lilc!l. 
an mterestmg one uecause it usual y is• 
raised in terms of drying out the floor and 
increasing combustion ability, but that 
kind of question isn't raised when there is 

clear cutting and open spaces being made 
in that area by the companies themselves. 
That, I think, if it is going to be a consistent 
issue, it has got to be all the way around. 

After all that jazz, one question. Baxter 
State Park has been mentioned. I talked 
with people who ha vc been on the Advisory 
Committee of Baxter State Park and 
people who have been trustees of Baxter 
State Park and it's at least their opinion 
that the;t would not allow spraying in that 
area and I wonder if anyone can cciri'ffrm 
or deny this for me. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Dover-Foxcroft, Mr. 
Smith. . 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: In Governor 
Baxter:s bequest to the state, he left two 
townships that could be used for model 

. forest nractice experimentation and it is 
those two townships that are proposed to be 
sprayed. They are the ones that are 
heavily infested in Baxter State Park, and 

· I don't know if anybody is going to force it 
on the authoi:ity if they don't want it, but it· 
is my understanding that they are not 
going to refuse it if it is available. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Sabattus, Mr. Cooney. 

Mr. COONEY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I think Mr. 
Henderson has brought up some good 
questions and I, in listening to the answers 

: to my own questions, have heard several 
times that Maine mills are down ri_g_ht now. 

,They are not using the volume of paper they: 
have 6een and we don't know how long it is 
_going tp_ last, of course, but I might sa_y 
that if the mills are-downitffey are gofng1 
to need less pulpwood. And if that is the 
case, aren't we, if we pass this in either 
form, obligating only the landowners, 
large or small landowners, as well as the 

. taxpayers, of course, to a tax that isn't 
. 1 really going to improve their market for 

• their wood? It is just as pure and simple as 
. that. · 

I think Mr. Henderson has really started 
to hit on it. This is a natural cyclical thing. 
We have records going back into the 1800's 
about this problem, and if we are going to 
spend money, I think the last 20 years of 
spraying has indicated to us that the 
money isn't doing any good being spent on 
the -spraying. It should be spent on 
research, on harvesting, something of that 
sort, but ·not on spraying. It just isn't the 
answer.-

I sincerely hope that we will either adopt 
the amendment and then perhaps. kill the 
bill or not adopt the amendment and then 
kill the bill. There is just no rationale for 
this at this time. The experience, the 20 
years of experience with spraying, the cost 
to the state, we are talking about seven or 
eight million dollars of cost to the state 
over the last few years for spraying, that is 
$7 or $8 per capita; that is $30 for a family· 
of four. Let me ask you, if you went up to 

' the doors of your constituents, knocked on 
their door and said, could we have $30 from 
your family to spray the private lands of 

J~e~::l~Wj~Rjffu~~~~; W~~-fJe~~9*' 
over to you? I think they would slam the . 
door in your face and I hope we do that to 

, this issue this mor.ning. . . 
· Mr. Lynch of Livermore Falls was 
granted permission to speak a third time. 

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I think the 
direction in which Mr. Cooney has directed 
your attention is very incorrect. Do we 
take preventive measures before they are 
necessary or do we wait for a catastrophy 

: to strike? The annual yield on the ·Maine 
· woodlands is rapidly being approached. H 
we allow atl this acreage to go without 

. spraying and business picks up, where are 
: we going to cut? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentlewoman from Millinocket, Mrs. 
Laverty. 

Mrs. LAVERTY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
: and Gentlemen of the House: I think it is 
1 time for me to speak to you as just a Stule 
. of Mainer to all of you State of Muiners. A 
lot of experience, a lot of research has gone 
into this morning, into this dats speech 

, and you know facts, you know figures, but 
I speak to you as a lover of the Maine 
woods, which is ours. 

Now, this problem today is entirely 
, yours, yours individually. Yoq may not 
• recognize it until you begin to lose your 
beautiful Blue Spruce or your Evergreens 

: in your back yard. You may not recognize 
, it as your problem until your visitors come 
· this summer and you want to show them 
the beautiful woods of Maine. You are 

: going to be stunned to find that you don't 
, hav:e these woods, that they have been 
affected and you won't realize it until it 
becomes personal to you. . 

.--Also, if this doesn't hit you by this'tm1e, 
· you are going to feel the change in the i economy of this state .. I don't pretend to 
, give it to you as the people here have 
: pointed it out, but if we do not save our 
I forests now and you say, and you may say 
perhaps we can't, we can at least try and 
the idea of spra__vin_g at this moment is 
~finpfy-to-holc( fike a forest fire-:; you bu1ld a 
bank, you build another fire, you do 
something to stop the flow of the forest fire-
I that is spread by the winds. These moths 
. are spread the same way. We have n.o 
: control of telling where they are going to 
'go. 

Now, as for research, I am sure research 
. has been done and we would like to do 
more research, but we are not goil).g to_dQ 

,:research between now and this spring wlien 
1 the moths again trouble us. 
I I urge you seriously to get rid of this 
I amendment and to .vote for the bill as it 
• stands. 
; The SPEAKER: The Chair re~ognizes 
i.the gel}tleman from South Berwick, Mr. 

I. Goodwm. ---~~~~--·-
: Mr. GOODWIN: Mr. Speaker, there are 

, a couple of questions that are bothering me 
1 on this bill that maybe someone could 
; ariswer. First of all, the other day I-read on 
; !h.~!:uce Bud worm problem. It seell!.s..to 
;me that I remember ,vaguely about how it 

'. takes something like three years or 
· somethin~ through an infestation before 
; you defohate a particular area. If this is 
the case, why do we spray every year'? 

The other question I have I would like to 
, dire~t to Representative Peterson, I gue~s 
· I missed some of the debate. Under his 
:am-endment, ·the-·lsar;oorthaCwill he 
· raised out of state tax dollars is this 
equivalent to the amount.of state iand that 
will be sprayed? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
South Berwick, Mr. Goodwin, has p'Osed a 
question through the Chair to any member 
who would care to answer. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Windham, Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker, yes, it is 
roughly equivalent. May I take. this 

· opportunity to express to the mem hers or 
this House that this amendment is not a 
frivolous gesture; it is not an irresponsible 
gesture. I will never accuse a member of 
this body of ever doing such a thing. This is 
a weighty issu~. I think the proponents and 
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opporwnts have tht'ir rca:-;on:-; and I think lhan one fifth of lhe members present Mr. ·sMITH:· Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
they are valid. hut I think to a<·euse people having t•xprcssed a desire for a roll call, a Gentlemen of the House: I can't answer-all 
of trying lo create a subterfuge or an roll call was ordered. three of these questions, but I will try to get 
emotional issue is not worthy of this House The SPEAKER: The pending questiqn is the answers by the time we get to the 
or the debate. · on the motion of the gentleman from enactment stage, which I guess· is the 

la~ologizctoMr.Farnhamifileftthe Mexico, Mr. Fraser, that House crucialstageanyway. 
1mpress1on--tiiaffhose figures I read off Amendment ''A'' to Committee The SPEAKER: The Chair.reco·gnizes 
concermng the profits and returned Amendment ''A'' be indefinitely the gentleman from· Cumberland, Mr., 
earnings were only from the State of ·postponed. All in favor of that motion will Garsoe. · . 
Maine, they are not; I did not intend to voteyes;thoseopposedwillvoteno. Mr. GARSOE: Mr. Speaker and· 
mislead you. . . ROLL CALL · Members of the House: I would like to get 

The ·sPEAKER: The Chair recognizes YEA - Ault. Bagley, Bennett, Berry, G. the answer to number three out of the way. 
the gentleman from Perham, Mr. W.; Berube, Binnctte, Birt, Blodgett, Mr.Pctersonwasinerrorwhenhegaveus 
.VleBreairty. Boudreau, Bowie, Burns, Bustin, Byers, the information that we would be spraying 

Mr. McBREAIIlTY: Mr. Speaker, Call, Carey, Carpenter, Carroll, Carter, thetreesonl.hepuhli<'lolsforthcbenefilof 
Ladies and Genllemen of the !louse: I Churchill, Conners, Curran, P,~ Curran, whoever owns them. Right in his own 
realize the time is late and I reluctantly H.; Curtis, De Vane, Doak, Durgin, Dyer, amendment it specifies that lhe owners of 

. rise to speak for just a moment. I farmed fi'arley, Farnham, Fenlason, Finemore, the cutting rights in public lands_ are to hl' 
for 30 years and I sprayed every year. If I I<'Janagan, Fraser, Garsoe, Gould; taxed, so that is the answer to number 
hadn't sprayed every year, or if the Greenlaw, Hall, Hennessey, Hewes, three. 
farmers as a whole hadn't sprayed every Higgins, Hinds, Hunter, Hutchings, The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
year, we would have had people starving Immonen, Jackson, Jacques, Jalbert, the gentlewoman from Waterville, Mrs. 
to death in this country like many Joyce, Kelleher, Kelley, Kennedy, Kany. 

--c9..a_:11tries tbat haven't.had that method . Laverty, LeBlanc, Lewin, Lewis, Mrs. KANY: Mr. Speaker and Members 
of raising food. Everything we eat, Littlefield, Lizotte, Lovell, Lunt, Lynch, of the House: The only question that I can 
practically, is sprayed for bugs or weeds or· · Mackel, MacLeod, Mahany, Martin, R.; answer is the second question and that is 
wewouldn'thaveit. · Maxwell,- McBreairty, McKernan, that the state owns approximately 5½ 

We are arguing here over a matter of , Miska vage, Morton, Norris, Palmer, percent of the two million acres. The 
three something an acre to protect the Peakes, Pelosi, I?erkins, S.; Perkins, T.;. public lands consist of 110,800 acres of the 
most valuable resource we have in the Peterson, P.; Pierce, Powell, Raymond, two million acres to·be sprayed. . 
State of Maine. our forests. Rideout. Rolde, Rollins, Saunders, Shute, The SPEAKER: The pending question is 

I checked with a couple of farmers in· Smith, Snow, Snow~. Spellcer, . ~prowl, . on passage to be engrossed as amended on 
Aroostook County the other day, just for Strout, Tarr, Teague, Theriault, Torrey, · Bill "An Act Appropriating Funqs for the 
fun I guess, and those farmers this past. Twitchell, Usher, Wagner, Walker, State Share of the Spruce Budworm 
year spent $60 an acre just to spray Webber, Winship, The Speaker. Control Program and Imposing a Tax on 
potatoes to protect them so you would have NAY - Bachrach, Berry, P. P.; Clark, For.est Lands for Spruc.~_Bui;lworm" (ff :p: 
enough so that they would have to be sold Connolly, Cooney, Davies, Faucher, 560) (L. D. 689f All in favor of that motion 
to you for a $1.25 a barrel. Gauthier, Good win, H.; Good Win, K.; · will vote yes; those opposed will vote no. · 

To try to answer Mr. Cooney's and Mr. Henderson, Hobbins, Hughes, Ingegneri, ROLL CALL 
Henderson's question on whether we will Jensen, Kany, Leonard, McMahon, YEA - Albert, AulCBagley, Bennett, 
have to keep on, we know in order to raise Mitchell, Morin, Nadeau, Najarian, Berry, G. W.; Berube, Binnette, Birt, 
food we have to keep on. If we don't get a Peterson, T.; Post, Quinn, Tierney, Blodgett, Boudreau, Bowie, Burns, Bustin, 
quirk in the weather or something to that Truman, Tyndale, Wilfong. Byers,· Call, Carey, Carpenter, Carroll, 
<:ffcct, which we might sometime, I believe ABSJ•:NT .. Alhert, Chonko, Cote, Cox, Carter, Churchill, Conners, Curran, P.; 
we will h<1vc to ket:/i on spraying for this Dam, l)ow, Drigota:-;, Dudfey, <:ray, Curran, H.; Curtis, De Vane; Uoak, 
hudwormorwewill oseourforcsts. Kauffman, Laffin, LaPointc, Durgin, Dyer, J>'arley, Ji'arnham, 

The SJ>J•:AK1':Jl: The Chair recogniies Macl~at'hern, Martin, A.; Mills, Mulkern, F'enlason. Finemore, Flanagan, l•'rnscr, 
the gentleman from South Berwick, Mr. Silverman, Stubbs, Susi, Talbot, Tozier. Garsoe, Gauthier, Goodwin, H.; Goodwin, 
<Joodwin. Yes,10l;No,29;Absent21. K.; Gould, Greenlaw, Hall, Hewes, 

Mr. GOODWIN: Mr. Speaker, my The SPEAKER: One hundred and one Higgins, Hinds, Hunter, Hutchings, 
question still has not been answered, but I having voted in the affirmative and Immonen, Jackson, Jacques, Jalbert, 
havflirlother-qlfeStiun·now:--Tfthefarmers~-twerrty0·rrtne7-u-trre-~,nrg-irthre-,-~-with~·-Joyce7"·ffany;-Kelleher~Kelley~Kennedy; 
in Aroostook County spend so much money twenty-one being absent, the motion does Laverty, LeBlanc, Leonard, Lewin, Lewis, 

· spraying tl],eir_ crnp~, }H/.S the. state tax prevail. · Littlefield, Lovell, Lunt, Lynch, Mackel, 
dollars been paid to help them? . Thereupon Committee Amendment "A" MacLeod, Mahany, Martin, R.; Maxwell, 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes was adopted. McBreairty, McKernan, McMahon, 
the gentleman from Standish, Mr. Mr. Cooney of Sabattus requested a roll Miskavage, Morton, Norris, .Palmer, 
Spencer: call vote on engrossment. Peakes, Pelosi, Perkins, S.; Perkins, T.; 

Mr. SPENCER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies The SPEAKER: A roll call has been Peterson, P.; Pierce, Powell, Quinn, 
and G~IJ.tl~PlE;?I}_ Qf .th~ ~o_use: ... I _had_Il't requested, Fo_i:_ the_Qhair_ to ord~r a rol) Raymond, Rideout,_ Rolde, Rollins, 
planned to speak on this issue. but I have call, it must have the expressed desire of Saunders, Shute, Smith, Snow, Snowe, 
three questions that I feel I need an answer one fifth of the members present and Spencer, Strout, Tarr, Teague, Theriault, 
to in order to make up my own mind not on voting. All those desiring a roll call vote Torrey, Twitchell, Usher, Wagner, 
the· amendment but on the bill itself. First will vote yes; those opposed will vote no.. Walker, Webber, Winship, The Speaker. 
of all.. . . · . 1 A vote of the House was taken, and more NAY - Bachrach, Berry, P. P.; Clark, 

The SPEAKER: The Chainvould advise: than one fifth of the members present Connolly, Cooney, Davies, Faucher, 
the gentleman we are referring to the' having expressed a desire for a roll call a Henderson, Hennessey, Hobbins, Hughes, 
amendmentalongatthistime. . rollcallwasordered. ' Ingegneri, Jensen, Lizotte, Mitchell, 

-The SPEAKER: The pending question-is The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes Morin, Nadeau, Najarian, Peterson, T.; 
on the motion of the gentleman from the gentleman from Standish, Mr. Post, Sprowl, Talbot, Tierney, Trum,m, 
:\Iexico. ~Ir. Fraser, that House Spencer. · Tyndale, Wilfong. . 
Amendment '·A" to Committee. Mr. SPENCER: Mr. Speaker and ABSENT -- Chonko, Cote, Cox, Dam, 
Amendment ·'A'' be indefinitely Members of the House: There arc Dow, Drigotas, Dudley, Gray, Kauffman. 
postponed. All in favor of indefinite essentially three simple qusetions: what Laffin,· Lal'ointe, MacEachern, Martin, 
postponement will vote yes; those opposed percentage of the spray area is composed A.; Mills, Mulkern, Silverman, Stuhbs, 
\\ill vote no. of tracts of less · than 500 acres; what Susi, Toiier. · 

A vote of the House was taken. percent of the spray area is composed of Yes, 106, No, 26; Absent l!J. 
:\Ir. Peterson of Windham requested a state-owned l<!nd; and whatperc.ent of the · The SPEAKER: One hundred and six 

roll call vote. state-owned land; and what percent of the . having voted in the affirmative and 
The SPEAKER: A roll call has been privately-owned grass and timber rights? : twenty-six in the negative, ·with nineteen 

requested. For the Chair to order a roll The SPEAKER: The gentleman from being absent, the motion does prevail. · 
call, it must have the expressed desire of Stapdish, Mr. Spencer. poses three Sent to the Senate. 
one fifth of the members present and questions through the Chair to any -----
voting. All those desiring a roll call vote · member who cares to answer. The Chair laid before the House the 
\\ill vote.yes; those opposed will vote no. The Chair. recognizes the gentleman thirteenth tabled and today assigned 

A \'Ote of the House was taken, and more from Dover-Foxcroft, Mr. Smith. matter: 



Senate Didded Report _:_ Majority (12! 
"Ought Not to Pass" - .Minority (1) 
''Ought to Pass" - Committee on 
Veterans and Retirement on Bill "An Act 
Relating to Retirement of Deputy 
Attorneys General, Assistant Attorneys 
General and Staff Attorneys" (S. P. 237). 
(L. D. 790) - In Senate, Majority "Ought 
Not to Pass" Report Accepted. 

Tabled -April 2, by Mr. Rolde of York. 
Pending - Acceptance of either Report. 
On motion of Mr. Theriault of Rumford, 

the Majority "Ought not to pass" Report 
was accepted in concurrence. 

On.motion of Mrs. Post otOwls Hea.d. the · 
:H<?~~ r_econsfoered _its action where!!y 
Bill "An Act to Establish the Maine State: 
Ferry Advisory Board, House Paper 1308, 
was referred to the Committee on State 
Government. · 

On further motion of the ·same 
gentlewoman, was referred to the 
Committee on Transportation, ordered 
prinfea and sent tip_ for concurrenca···:~. --

On the disagreeing action of the · two 
branches of the Legislature on Bill "An 
Act Exempting Solar or Wind · Power 
Facilities from Sales Tax" (S. P. 56) (L. D. 
125> the Speaker appointed the ·following 
Conferees on the part of the House: 

BOUDREAU of Portland 
USHER of Westbrook 
TYNDALE of Kennebunkport 

Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston was granted 
unanimous consent to address the House. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I know it _is late, 
but I have been around a few semesters 
and standing for five hours behind that 
iofltrku.mhj_s_ ad_ tr:11irig.Ja~~-

6 
_ _1_ tdl}i

1
n_khlthke_ 

.:,pea er as one a fme JO an t n I 
we should commend him for it. {Applause)• 

On motion of Mr. Lizotte of Biddeford; , 
Adjourned until twelve o'clock noon' 

tomorrow. 




