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_.µousE 
The House met according to 

adjournment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

. Prayer by the Rev. Ni<'holus Dufault of 
Biddeford. · 

The journal of yesterday was read :rnd 
approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Senate: The following Joint 

Order: (S. P. 313) 
ORDERED, the House concurring, that 

the Joint Standing Committee on Fisheries 
and Wildlife of the 107th Legislature report 
out a bill to make allocations from the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Game 
for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1976 
and June 30, 1977. 

Came from the Senate read and passed. 
In the House, the Order was read and 

passed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: The following 
Communication: 

The Senate of Maine 
Augusta 

March 19, 1975 
Honorable EdwinH. Pert 
Clerk of the House 
107th Legislature 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mr. Pert: 

The Senate voted to Join in a Committee 
of Conference on Bill, "An Act Relating to 
the Authority of Bail Commissioners" CH. 
P.263) (L. D.310). 

The President appointed the following 
members of the Senate to the Committee: 

Senators: 
COLLINS of Knox 
CLIFFORD of Androscoggin 
ROBERTS of York 

Respectfully, 
/s/ MAY M. ROSS 

Ass't. Secretary of the Senate 
The Communication was read and 

ordered placed on file. 

Bills from the Senate requiring 
reference were disposed of in concurrence, 
with the following exceptions: 

Bill "An Act Relating to Leasing and 
Selling of Property Taken or Acquired for 
Highway Purposes" (S. P. 310) (L. D. 1058) 

Came from the Senate referred to the, 
Committee on Transportation and ordered 
printed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Mexico, Mr. Fraser. 

Mr. FRASER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: These two items 
are just the opposite to what we had here a 
few days ago. At that time, they were 
referred to Legal Affairs and we asked for 
them to be sent to transportation. Th,,:; is 
just the opposite. 

I am not going to make any motion on it; 
I merely call it to your attention. I believe 
this should go to Legal Affairs. 

Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Fraser of 
Mexico, was referred to the Committee on 
Legal Affairs in non-concurrence and sent 
up for concurrence. 

-----
RESOLVE-, to Reimburse Norman 

Salisbury of Amherst for Economic Loss to 
his Business Caused by Highway Repair" 
(S. P. 312) (L. D. 1060) 

Came from the Senate referred to the 
Committee on Transportation and ordered 
printed. · 

On motion of Mr. Fraser of Mexico, was 
referred to the Committee on Legal Affairs 
m non-concurrence· and sent up for 

· concurrence. 

Reporf of Committee 
Leave to Withdraw 

Report of the Committee on Local and 
County Government reporting Leave to 
Withdraw on Bill "An Act Relating to 
Puyments to the Lnw Lil>1·111·y of 
Anch·oH(•oi,:gin Count.y" (S. (J. 122) ( L U. 
408) 

Came from the Senate read and 
accepted. · 

In the House, the Report was read and 
accepted in concurrence. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Tabled and Assigned 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Liability of 
Physicians and Surgeons Rendering 
Emergency Care" (H. P. 336) (L. D. 419) 
which was recommitted to the Committee 
on Judiciary in the House on March 18. 

Came from the Senate with the Majority 
"Ought Not to Pass" Report accepted in 
non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from South Portland, Mr. -
Curran. 

Mr. CURRAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: As you can see by 
the report, the Senate did not act with the 
same wisdom as this body acted with, and 
I would request some time to go back and 
talk with the Senator from the Judiciary 
Committee about the compromise in other· 
le~islation. Therefore, I would ask that 
this item be tabled. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Rolde of 
York, tabled pending further 
consideration and speci.ally assigned for 
Monday, March 24. 

-----
Non-Concurrent Matter 

Bill "An Act Concerning the 
Registration and Operation of 
Snowmobiles" (H. P. 845) (L. D. 1030) 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Fisheries and Wildlife in the House on 
March 12. 

Came from the Senate referred to the 
Committee on Legal- Affairs in 
non-concurrence. 

In the House: On motion of Mr. 
MacEachern of Lincoln, the House voted to· 
insist. 

Petitions,Biilsand Resolves· -
Requiring Reference 

The following Bills, Resolves and 
Resolution were received and, upon 
recommendation of the Committee on 
Reference of Bills, were referred to the 
following Committees: 

Agriculture 
Bill "An Act to Allow the Seed Potato 

Board to Test Foundation Seed Potatoes 
and to Sell Potatoes Grown on Land Owned 
by that B'oard" (H.P. 1016) (Presented by 
Mr. Mahany of Easton) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concunence. 

Appropriations an(l Financial Affairs 
. Bill "An Act .. Providing for InC!.3mJng 
WATSLines to State Offfces'r (H. . 57) 
(Presented by Mr. Sprowl ofHonel 

Bill "An Act Creating the Office of 
Dental Health" (H. P. 972) (Presented by 
Mrs. Najarian of Portland) (Cosponsors: 
.Mr. Theriault of Rumford: Mr. Garsoe of 
Cumberland, Mr. Davies or Orono) · 

Bill "" An Act Relating to Compliance 
with Federal Fair Labor standards Act as 
to Working Patients of Mental Health 
Institutes and the Pineland Center and 
Appropriating Funds Therefor". (H. P. 
1011) (Presented by Mr. Goodwin of South 
Berwick) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for eoncunence. 

Business Legislation 
Bill" An Ad Regarding Lute Puymt•nt or 

hl!!Ul'Hll('(1 Cluim:;" ( II. r. !1:1{)) ( l'l'l'IH1nl1 1d 
by Ml'I,. Cllu.•k of l1'1•e1•11111·1 l 

Dill "An Act lo Clul'ify the Law 
Re~arding Late Payment fJn Insurance 

· Claims" (H. P. 950) (Presented hy Mrs. 
Clark of Freeport) 

Bill "An Act Requiring Used Car 
Dealers to Give a 60-Day Warranty for all 

• Cars Less than 7 Years Old on the Engine, 
Transmission, Front End and Rear Axle" 
(H.P. 968) (Presented by Mr. Faucher of 
Solon) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Expenses for 
Examination of Insurers" (H. P. 982) 
(Presented by Mr. Tierney of Durham) 

.Bill "An .Act Relating to Minimum 
Group Life Insurance Premiums" (H. P. 
983) (Presented by Mr. Tierney of. 
Durham) 

Bill ''An Act Relating to the Registration 
of Accriimtants" (H.P. 989) (Presented by 
Mr. Rideoutof Mapleton) · 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent tip for concurrence. 

. Taxation 
Bill "An Act Relating to Trade-in Credit 

on All Sales or Exchanges of Personal 
Propertf" (H.P. 1008) (Presented by Mr. 
Burns o Anson) 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
sug~estcd the Committee on Business 
Legislation. . 

On motion of Mrs. Boudreau of Portland, 
referred to the Committee on Taxation, 
ordered printed and sent up for 
concunence. 

· Business Legislation cont'd. 
Bill ''An AcfRelating to the Freedom of 

Subscribers to Hospital, Medical Service 
or Health Care Plans to Choose a 

· Psychologist to Provide Mental Health 
Services'·' (H.P. 1023) (Presented by Mrs. 
Clark of Freeport) -

Bill "An Act Relating to the Freedom of 
Individual Health Insurance Policyholders 
to Choose a Psychologist to Provide 
Mental Health Services" (H. P. 1024) 
(Presented by Mrs. Clark of Freeport) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Freedom of 
Group Health Insurance Policyholders to 
Choose a Psychologist to Provide Mental 
Health Services" (H. P. 1025) (Presented 
by Mrs. Clark of Freeport) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Education 
Bill "An Act Relating to Construction 

Requirements for Sanitary Facilities in 
School Buildings" (H. P. 942) (Presented 
by Mrs. Lewis of Auburn) 

. Bill "An Act Relatin~ to Access to 
Written Rec.ords Concerning Elementary 
and Secondary School Pupils" (H. P. 975) 

! (Presented by Mr. Lynch of Livermore 
'Falls) , . 
' Bill '' An Act Concerning School 
Entrance Age Requirements" (H. P. 993) 
( P·res ented · by •Mrs. Mitchell of 
Vassalboro) . · 

Bill' i•An· Act Relating to Conferring 
Degrees by Beal Business School" (H. P. 
995) (Presented by Mr .. McKernan of 
Bangor) . 

'(Orciered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Election Laws 
Bill'' An Act to Create a Presidential and 

Vice,presidential Primary Election" <H. 
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P. 971) (Presented by Mr: Cooney. of, 
Sabattus) 
. Bill "An Act Concerning Candidates for 
Public Office who are Running a·s 
Independents'' (H. P. 953) (Presented by 
Mr. Faucher of Solon) 

Bill "An Act Concerning the Furnishing 
of Updated Voting Lists by Registrars'' (H. 

· P, 1020) (Presented by Mr. Jensen of 
Portland) 

( Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Fisheries and Wildlife 
Bill "An Act Concerning the Possession 

of Firearms During the Open Season on 
Deer" (H. P. 952) (Presented by Mr. 
TozierofUnity) · ~-~~- · 

Bill'' Aii.Ac1 fo1ricrease the Penalties for• 
Night Hunting" (H. P. 998) (Presented by 
Mr. Conners of Franklin) (Cosponsor: 
Mrs. Hutchings of Lincolnville) 

Bill "An Act to Establish Fish and Game 
Stations for Registration of Skins and 
Furs" (H. P. 979) (Presented by Mr. Birt 
of East Millinoc!ket) • 

Bill "An Act to Permit the Disposal- of . 
Moose Killed in Motor Vehicle Accidents" 
(H.P. 977) (Presented by Mr. Birt of East 
Millinocket). · 

(Ordered Printed) - - .. -
Sent up for concurrence. 

. Health and Institutional Services 
Bill ''An Act··Relating to the Furnishing 

of Family Planning Services to Minors" 
(H. P. 988) (Presented by Mrs. Laverty of 
Millinocket) · 

Bill "Ari Act Relating to the Transfer of 
Prisoners when a Jail is· Unfit or Insecure'' 
(H. P. 961) (Presented by Mrs. Snowe of 
Auburn) . 

Bill "An _Act Concerning the Sale of 
Certain Drugs" (H. P. 986) (Presented by 
Mr. Norris of Brewer) · 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

( OraereaPrinted) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Labor 
Bill "An Act to Clarify the Mandatory 

Provisions of the Workmen's 
Compensation Act with Respect to Farm 
Labore.rs" (H. P. 936) (Presented by Mr. 
Garsoe of Cumberland) (Cosponsor: Mr. 
Albert of Limestone) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Applicability of 
Workmen's Compensation to .Certain 
Employees and to. Repeal the Penalty 
Provision" (H. P. 934) (Presented by Mr. 
Finemore of Bridgewater) 

Bi)] "An Act to Extend Collective 
Bargaining Rights to Ertiployeesof the 
University of Maine" (H. P. 960) 
(Presented by Mr. Snow of Falmouth) . 

Bill "An Act Concerning Weekly 
Benefits Paid to Persons who are Partially 
Unemployed" (H. P. 984) (Presented by 
Mr. Higgins of Scarborough) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Benefits under 
the Employment Security Law" (H. P. 
1017) (Presented by Mr. Hughes of 
Auburn) __ _ 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

~---. ~ ---·-Legal-Affairs-~-----
Bill '' An Act to Revise Certain 

Provisions of the Act Creating Hospital 
Administrative District No. 4 in 
Pi_i;cataquis, Somerset and Penobscot 
Counties" (Emergency) (H. P. 933) 
(Presented by Mr. Smith of 
Dover-Foxcroft) (Approved for 
introduction by a majority of the 
Committee on Reference of Bills pursuant 
to Joint Rule 10) · 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

. (Approved for introduction by a majority 
of the Committee on Reference of Bills 
pursuant to Joint Rule 10) 

( Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Ta bled and Assigned 
Bill '' An Act to Include Village 

Corporations under the Provisions for 
Home Rule" (H. P. 974) (Presented by Mr. 
Mackel of Wells) 

Co,mmittee on Reference of Bills 
suggested the Committee on Legal Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Dam of Skowhegan, 
tabled pending reference and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Legal Affairs cont'd. 
Resolve, to Reimburse Lawrence H. 

Roberts of South Portland .for Damage to 
his Automobile Caused by State Ward (H. 
P. 973) (Presented by Mr. Perkins of South 
Portland) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

_ _ Ta_bled and Assigned _ 
Bill "An Act Requiring Secondhand 

Retail Dealers to be Licensed" (H. P. 1009) 
(Presented by Mr. Burns of Anson) 

-- -- eommittee on Reference-of- Bills­
suggested the Committee on Legal Affairs. 

Mrs. Clark of Freeport moved that the 
Bill be referred to the Committee on 
Business Legislation and ordered printed. 

On motion of Mr. Burns of Anson, tabled 
pending the motion of Mrs. Clark of 
Freeport to refer. to the Committee on 
Business Legislation and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Bill '' An Act to Expand the 

Right-to-Know Law to Cover the Boards of 
Local and County Government Trustees of the University of Maine and of 

Bill "An Act Concerning the Purchase of the Maine Maritime Academy" (H. P. 
Tax Delinquent Land by Municipal 1018) (Presented by Mr. Hughes of 
Officials" (H. P. 941) (Presented by Mrs. Auburn) 

Human Resources Hutchings of Lincolnville) Committee on Reference of Bills 
Bill "An Act Concerning Reports - tci .. Commiffee-·o·n - ReferenceoT Bilis suggested the Committee on Legal Affairs. 

Municipal Overseers of the Poor by_filate :suggestedtheCommitteeonLegalAffairs. On motion of Mr. Faucher of Solon, 
Agencies Delivering~Human-Services.U.(-H:-----On · motion-of-Mr~ Dam-of-Skowhegan,- .. tabled_ pendingc ref erenca..ancLtomorrow_ 
P. 938) (Presented by Mr. Cooney of referred to the Committee on Local and assigned. · 
Sabattus) County Government, ordered printed and 

( Ordered Printed) sent up for concurrence. • 
Sent up for concurrence. · 

· Judiciary 
. Bill "An Act to Provide for the 
Identification of Past Offenders" (H. P. 
9'17) (Presented by Mr. Joyce of Portland) 

Bill" An Act to Clarify the Jurisdiction of 
·the Juvenjle Court.in Matters Arising under 
the Boating Laws" (H.P. 9'18) (Presented. 
by Mr. Joyce of Portland) 

Bill '"An Act to Make Attendance at a 
Rehabilitation- Program· Mandatory for 
the First Offender Convicted of Operating 
under the Influence'.' (H. P. 964) 
(Presented by Mrs. Boudreau of Portland) 
• Bill "An Act Concerning Continuing 

Jurisdiction over Juvenile Offenses" 
(Emergency) (H. P. 939) (Presented by 
Mr. Joyce of Portland) 

Bill "An Act to Establish the Maine 
Uniform Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act" (H. P. 996) (Presented by Mrs. 
Najarian of Portland) (Cosponsors: Mr: 
Henderson of Bangor, Mr. Mulkern of 
Portland)" 
_ Bill." An Act Relating to Property Rights: 
upon "'DTssolution of Marriage" 
(Emergency) (H. P. 1012) (Presented by, 
Mr. Ingegneri of Bangor) (Approved for: 
introduction by a. majority of the: 
Committee on Reference of Bills pursuant 
to Joint Rule 10) 

Legal Affairs cont'd. 
Resolve, to Reimburse Norman Call of 

Levant for Loss of Cattle Destroyed by 
Bear (H. P. 959) (Presented by Mr. Strout 
·of Corinth) · 

Bill "An Act Relating to Throwing 
Objects at Emergency Vehicles under the 
Malicious Mischiefs Law" (H. P. 969) 
(Presented by Mr. Laffin of Westbrook) 
(Cosponsors: Mr. Joyce of Portland and 
M:·. Cote of Lewiston) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Local and -County Government 
Bill "An Act to Incorporate the Town of 

Rockwood" (H.P. 966) (Presented by Mr. 
Faucher of Solon) 
_ Committee on Reference of Bills 
suggested the Committee on Legal 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Faucher of Solon, 
referred to the Committee on Local and. 
County Government, ordered printed and 

; sent up for concurrence. 

. Legal Affairs cont'd. 
Bill "An Act to Dissolve Hospital 

Administrative District No. 3 in Aroostook 
and Penobscot. Counties" (H. P. 932) 
(;:'resented by Mr. Walker of Island Falls) 

Liquor Control 
Bill "An Act to Prohibit Certain Liquor 

Advertising Signs on the Premises of 
Retail Liquor Licensees" (H. P. 955) 
(Presented by Mr. Jensen of Portland) 

Bill "An Act to Restrict Liquor Control 
Commission Records of Liquor Violations 
to Violations which are Less than 5 Years 
Old" (H.P. 981) (Presented by Mr. Jensen 
of Portland) 

' Bill "An Act to Permit Uniform 
Reduction of Liquor Prices in Four Stores 
in the State" (H.P. 987) (Presented by Mr. 
Pierce of Waterville) 
__ Bill "An AcLt.u....Re.wir_e_.Licen..ses for 
Employees of .Malt Liquor Wholesafers" 
(H. ·p_ ·1021) (Presented by Mr. Jensen of 
Portland) 

Bill "An Act Concerning the Time 
· Period after the Last Permitted Sale of 
. Liquor During which a Licensee May 
: Permit the Consumption of Liquor on his 
Premises" (H.P. 1022) (Presented by Mr. 
Jensen of Portland) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Local and County Government 
Bill "An Act to Establish 2-year .Terms 

for County Commissioners." (H. P. 937) 
. (Presented by Mr. Cooney of Sabattus) 

Bill "An Act Creating Kennebec County· 
Commissioner Districts". (H. P. 929) 



(Presentedl>y-Mi.-Carteiot' Winslow) 
Bill "An Act to Establish County 

Commissioner Districts in Lincoln 
County" (H. P. 997) (Presented by Mr. 
Blodgett of Waldoboro) 

Bill "An Act to Authorize all Counties to 
OQ__erate _ Solid _ Waste _Qqllection and 
Disposal Systems" (H. P. 999) (Presented 
by Mr. Morton of Farmington) 

Bill "An Act -creating Franklin County 
Commissioner Districts" (H. P. 1002) 
(Presented by Mr. Morton of Farmington) 
(Cosponsor: Mr .. Maxwell of Jay) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Powers of 
County Government" (H. P. 980) 
(Presented by Mr. Burns of Anson) 

,- Bill "An Act Iner-easing Salaries of 
County Officers of Kennebec County" (H. 
P. 949) (Presented by Mr. Stubbs of 
Hallowell) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Marine Resources 
Bill "An Act Prohibiting Municipalities 

from Excluding__ Nonresident Maine 
.Citizens from Obtaining Local Sh-ellfish 
Digging Licenses and Authorizing 
Municipalities to Charge Higher Fees to 
Nonresident Maine Citizens for those 
Licenses" (H. P. 1026) (Presented by Mr. 
Goodwin of South Berwick) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Natural Resources 
Bill "An Act to Authorize the Delegation 

by the Board of Environmental Protection 
of Certain Actions to the Department of 
Environmental Protection" (H. P. 958) 
(Presented by Mr. Wilfong of Stow) 

Bill "An Act Concerning the Approval of 
Repairs to Exist.ing Septic Systems" (H. 
P.1007) (Presented by Mr. Rolde of York) 

Bill "An Act to Amend the Subdivision 
Law to Provide for More Housing in the 
State" (H. P. 1006) (Presented by Mr. 
Rolde of York) 

Bill "An Act to Establish the Salmon 
.Falls River Watershed Advisory 
Committee" (H. P. 1014) (Presented by 
Mr. Goodwin of South Berwick) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Public utilities 
Bill "An Act Relating to Railroad 

Crossings" (H.P. 1013) (Presented by Mr. 
Kelleher of Bangor) 

Bill "An Act Establishing a Consumer 
Complaint Office within the Public 
Utilities Commission" (H. P. 1019) 
(Presented by Mr. Goodwin of South 
Berwick) (Cosponsor: Mr. Hobbins of 
Saco) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Business Legislation 
Bill "An Act Regulating Water Well 

Construction" (H. P. 956) (Presented by 
Mr. MacLeod of Bar Harbor) (Cosponsor: 
Mr. Blodgett of Waldoboro) 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
·suggested the Committee on State 
Government. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
'the gentleman from Bar Harbor, Mr. 
MacLeod. 

Mr. MacLEOD: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I very rarely 
question the wisdom of the Reference of 
Bi_lls. Committee. However, in the case of 
this item,. An Act Regulating Water Well 
Construct10n, I feel that although it does 
set up what might look like a Pew 

. department, it is setting up within an 
already existing department, the 
Department of Geology, a regulating 
mechanism whereby we would be trying to 
set up some guidelines for well drilling 

. associations in the sta~Therefore~ I feel 
:it is affecting many small business people 
: in the state and therefore should be heard 
by the Business Legislation Committee. 
Therefore, I would move that item 70 be 
referred to the Committee on Business 
Legislation, ordered printed and sent up 
for concurrencee. 

· Thereupon, on motion of Mr. MacLeod, 
referred to the Committee on Business 
Legislation, ordered printed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

State Government 
Bill "An Act to Clarify the Powers of 

Regional Planning Commissions" (H. P. 
992) (Presented by Mr. Ault of Wayne) 

Bill "An Act to Permit Municipalities to 
Authorize the Department of Finance and 
Administration to Make Certain 
Purchases on their Behalf" (H. P. 1000 
(Presented by Mr. Conners of Franklin) 

Bill "An Act to Create a Full-time Board 
of Environmental Protection" (H. P. 931) 
(Presented by Mr. Peterson of Windham) 

Bill "An Act to Authorize Community 
and Rural Development Districts" (H. P. 
970) ( Presented by Mr. Cooney of 
Sabattus) · 

Bill "An Act to Limit the State Agencies 
which May Own Automobiles" (H. P. 976) 
(Presented by Mr. Norris of Brewer) 

Resolve, Authorizing the Bureau of 
Public Lands to Convey the State's 
Interest in a Lot in Trescott, Washington 
County, to Clarify Title (H. P. 954) 
(Presented by Mr. Kelleher of Ban_gm-1 ___ _ 

Bill "An Act to Facilitate Operation or 
the Coastal Island Registry and to 
Establish Criteria for State Title in Coastal 
Islands" (H. P. 965) (Presented by Mrs. 

, Najarian of Portland) 
Resolution, Proposing an Amendment to 

the Constitution to Provide an Additional 
Means for Removal of Judges and Justices 
of the Several Courts (H .. .f'._lllilfil 
(Presented by Mr. Rolde of York) 

Bill '' An Act to Revise Certain 
Provisions of the Maine Health Facilities 
Authority Act" (Emergency) (H. P. 1027) 
(Presented by Mr. Martin of Eagle Lake) 
(Approved for introduction by a majority 
of the Committee on Reference of Bills 
pursuant to Joint Rule 10) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Taxation 
Bill "An Act to Provide Income Tax 

Credits for Eligible Businesses" (H. P .' 
935) (Presented by Mr. Finemore of 
Bridgewater) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Tabled and Assigned 
___ .llilL''An Act Concerning MuniciDal 
Property Tax Bills" (H.P. 940) 
(Presented by Mr. Cooney of 8abattus) 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
suggest~d the Committee on Taxation. 

Mr. Dam of Skowhegan moved the Bill 
be referred to the Committee on Local and 
County Government. . 

On motion of Mr. Finemore of 
Bridgewater, tabled pending the motion of 
Mr. Dam of Skowhegan to refer to the 
Committee on Lo.cal and County 
Government and tomorrow assigned. 

· State Government cont;d. 
Bill "An Act to Increase the Ta,x on Real 
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Estate Transfers'; (H: P. W4) (Presented 
by Mr. Hall of Sangerville) 

Bill "An Act Concerning Taxes on 
Alcoholic Bever ages" (H. P. 1001) 
(Presented by Mr. Farnham of Hampden) 

Bill "An Act to Establish Minimum . 
Assessment Standards for Single-unit 
Municipal Assessing Areas" (H. P. 967) 
(Presented by Mr. Peterson of Caribou) 

Bill "An Act to Create a Maine State 
Income Tax Credit for the Creation of 
Additional Jobs" (H. P. 1010) (Presented 
by Mrs. Kany of Waterville) · 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Bill "An Act Concerning the Municipal 

Valuation Appeals Board and Procedures 
for Municipal Appeals" (H. P. 1015) 
(Presented by Mr. Goodwin of South 
Berwick) 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
suggested the Committee on Taxation. 

Mr. Dam of Skowhegan moved that the 
Bill be referred to the Committee on State 
Government. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from York, Mr. Rolde. 

Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the House: The sponsor of this bill is not 
here today, so I would ask somebody to 
table this for two legislative days. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Finemore 
of Bridgewater, tabled pending the motion 
of Mr. Dam of Skowhegan to refer to the 
Committee on State Government and 
specially assigned for Monday, March 24. 

Taxation cont'd. 
Bill "An Act to Increase the Portion of 

Tax Stamp Revenues Derived from the 
Tax on Real Estate Transfers which is 
Paid to the Counties" (H. P. 943) 
(Presented by Mr. Hall of Sangerville) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Ta bled and Assigned 
_ B_ill "An Act Concernin_g the Mounting_of 

.Red Lights on Vehicles Operated by 
;volunteer Ffremen" (H. P. 990) 
(Presented by Mr. Usher of Westbrook) 
(Cosponsor: Mr. Laffin of Westbrook) 

Committee on Reference of Bills 
suggested the Committee on 
Transportation. 

Mr. Laffin of Westbrook moved that the 
Bill be referred to the Committee on Legal· 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Binnette of Old Town, 
tabled pending the motion of Mr. Laffin of 
Westbrook to refer to the Committee on 
·Legal Affairs and specially assigned for 
Monday, March 24. 

-
. Transpg_rtation_ . . 

Bill '' An Act to Authorize the 
Construction of a Bridge Across the 
Penobscot River Between the Cities of 

!Brewer and Bangor" (H. P. 994) 
(Presented by Mr. Norris of Brewer) 

1 (Cosponsors: Mr. Cox of Brewer, Mr. 
McKernan of Bangor, Mr. Kelleher of 
Bangor) 

Resolve, Proposing a Study to 
Investigate the Feasibility of Developing 
Em:ehw 'l'nu:le _Zon.e._sJ.n. Jh\.s_ St1;1te_ (H" P. ~ 
:985) ( Presented by Mr. Talbot of Portland) 
,(Cosponsor: Mr. Mulkern of Portland) 

Bill "An Act Concerning Certain 
Allocations from the General Highway 
Fund for the Repair of Certain Bridges in 
Baxter State Park" (Emergency) (H. P. 
978) ( Presented by Mr. Birt of East 
Millinocket) 
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. Bill "A11 ·Act llelating to the General' 
l'enalty Prnvision in the Motor Vehicle 
Statutes'' (H. P. 945) (Presented by Mr. 
Joyce of Portland) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Motor Vehicle 
Inspection Mechanic Licenses" (H.P. 951) 
(Presented by Mrs. Clark of Freeport) 
· (Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Veterans and Retircmcmt 
Bill "An Act Providing for Jnerca:-;cd 

Survivor Benefits under the Maine State 
Retirement System"· (H: P. 946) 
(Presented by Mr. Theriault of Rumford) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Payments of 
Retirement Pay of State Police Officers" 
(H. P. 962) (Presented by Mrs. Snowe of 
Auburn) 

Bill "An Act Providing Minimum 
Retirement Benefits for Certain 
Teachers" (Emergency) (H. P. 991) 
(Presented by Mrs. Laverty of 
Millinocket) · · 

Bill "An Act Pertaining to the Granting 
of Extensions in State Service to State 
Employees_of70Years of_Age or Older by __ 
the Retirement Board of Trustees" (H. P. 
963) (Presented by Mrs. Kelley of 
Machias) (By request) . 

(Ordered-Printed)~---· 
_ Sent up for concurrence. 

I know that this Order is a very small 
step in dealing with this very immense and 
difficult problem, -but I hope that we will at 
least take this small step, and I urge your 
passage of the Order. 

Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Connolly of 
Portland, tabled pending passage and 
later today assigned. 

On motion of Mr. Binnctte of Old Town, 
it wiis - · 

ORD1'~RED, that Harland Gc){xJwin of 
South Berwick be excused March 20 and 21 
for legislative business; and be it further 
·oRDERED, that James Wilfong of Stow 

be excused March 20 and 21 for personal 
reasons. 

is - I don't know if it is exactly 25 miles, 
but if you want to talk about round trips, it 
is two miles from Jay to the Livermore 
Falls Court and that is a four-mile trip, so 
the contrast isn't quite so g:ea~. Naturally, 
1t depends on where you hve in Jay as to 
how fa.r you have to go to court. 

However, this particular jurisdictional 
dispute has hcen going on now for 10 yearH 
or so in f<'ranklin County. It has heen hack 
and forth several times. The <'OUr1. hm1 
been aiding .Jay in Livermore lt'alls al 
times, perhaps just for civil <"asc:-;, 
eriminal cases, they have mixed it up. It 
has been this way now for the last four 
years the way it is. It seems to be working 
very well. And speaking of travel, of 
course, it is just as important to concern 

House Reports of Committees yourself with the travel of court officers 
Leave to Withdraw and officials who have to travel from the 

Mr_ Hunter from the Committee on county seat or other parts of the county to 
Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act Prohibiting take care of prisoners who may be going to 
Sale or Lease of Property Acquired by court in Livermore Falls, the southern 
Eminent Domain to Elected Officials" (H. part of the county, as it is to consider the 
P. 93) (L. D. 113) reporting Leave to travel of the people themselves. So it is a 
Withdraw (Senator Danton of York pretty "iffy" question.- I don't see any 
abstl:li11~d) _ _____ _ ____ __ .. _ ~--- _ particlllar needfor_this, ______ _ _ __ _ 

Report was read and accepted and sent I think you will note that the majority of 
up for concurrence, · the committee signed it that it wasn't a 

good idea, and I hope you will defeat the 
Divided Report-- - motion- of-the· gentleman from--J ay so that-

Majority Report of the Committee on we can move to accept the majority report. 
!£_gal Affairs reportin_g_ "Ou_g_ht Not to .. -The--SPEAKER: The- Chafr re£ognizes· 

Orders -Pass" on Bill "An Act to Deem the· the gentleman from Enfield, Mr. Dudley. 
_ Late['l'odayA1,1,ig11~d _______ - NMolllllrtj_eipr __ na.litAy_n_dorfo_s.Jcaoyg __ gt1_on BDei•·stPr!3-1crtt __ 0offtthhee Mr. DUDLEY: Mr. Speaker and 

Mr._ ll.Qlde_of York_j>-1:.!LSCnted the' 11 Members of the House: I was a member of 
following Joint Order and moved itsl District Court" (H.P. 60) (L. D. 72) the Legal Affairs Committee that signed 
passag_e · (H P 1004) ' Report was signed by the following the majority report, "ought not to pass," 
. WHEREAS._· ·a--deeperihig recessfonl members: and I thought we were using good 
pushed the jobless rolls of the nation to 6.5 Messrs. CORSON of Somerset judgment. This has been changed back 
million or 7 .1 percent of- the work force CIANCHETTE of Somerset . and forth, and I couldn't see anything good 
during the month of January; and ' DANTON of York that could come out of changing it, as well 

WHEREAS, with this development, the -- of the Senate. as the majority of the committee. The only 
citizens in certain areas of this State are Messrs. HUNTER of Benton reason it has been changed, like you have 
experiencing extreme hardship; and DUDLEY of Enfield been told by the former speaker, back and 

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for SHUTE of Stockton Springs forth on several occasions, but it would be 
the government to provide the means to JOYCE of Portland an inconvenience for the court, which is 
combat this problem with greater force; BURNS of Anson crowded to some extent, very busy, in 
now, therefore, be it . . -of the H~use. other words, they would be bothered every 

. ORDERED, the Senate concurring, that Mmonty Report of the same Committee time there was a court session. The people 
the Legislative Council be authorized, reporting "Ought to Pass" on same Bill._ going to court, hopefully they don't have to 
through the-Joint-Standing-Gommittee on-- -Report was_.signed--by~the -followmg~ -go to-the court-ever.y-month-or every week-
Labor, to review the Employment Security members: or every day. 
Laws of this State for the purpose of Messrs. COTE of Lewiston The people I was concerned about was 
providing more appropriate funding PERKINS of Blue Hill the people holding the court that have to go 
benefits and other means to adequately GOULD of Old Town there many times. The thought in my mind 
deal with current unemployment levels; FAUCHER of Solon was that the constituents that have to go to 
and be it further CAREY of Waterville court wouldn't have to go there too often. 

ORDERED, that the committee report -of the House. For that reason, it was one of my reasons 
the results of its findings, including any Reports were read. that I couldn't see any great cry for 
recommended legislation, at the next The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes changing it. I think the majority of the 
special session of the Legislature; and be it the gentleman from Jay, Mr. Maxwell. committee felt quite strongly that it should 
further Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Speaker, Ladies be left as it is. 

ORDERE.D, that the Department of and Gentlemen of the House: I move that The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
Manpower Affairs be authorized and we accept the Minority Report of the the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Joyce. 
directed to provide the committee with Committee, "Ought to pass" and I would Mr. JOYCE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
such technical advice and other needed lfr:~ to speak very briefly about this. Gentlemen of the House: I voted to oppose 
assistance as the committee deems The district court in Livermore Falls is this move after we contacted JudgeRoss of 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this located less than two miles away from the the District Court system, and apparently 
Order; Jay Police Station, and the Farmington we were ~etting into many legal problems. 

The Order was read. Court, which is served by the same judge, I think 1t is strictly an administrative 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the same people, is located a distance of a matter and that Judge Ross is the one who 

the gentleman from York, Mr. Rolde. 25-mile round trip. So with the price of should handle it. Apparently, he feels right 
Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and gasoline, the price of labor, the economy of now that itis in its proper place. 

Gentlemen of the House: This Order that I the state and the towns and counties The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
am presenting today is being presented at situation that they are in, it is only a fair the ~entleman from Blue Hill, Mr. 
the request of the Commissioner of the and just thing to do. . Perkms. 
Department of Manpower Affairs. I think The SPEAKER: The gentleman from Mr. PERKINS: Mr. S\leaker and 
we are all very well aware of the terrible Jay, Mr. Maxwell, moves that the House Members of the House: Bemg one who 
problem of unemployment that we are accept the Minority "Ought to pass" signed the minority report as "ought to 
experiencing, not only through the entire Report. • . pass" I would like to speak to that briefly. 
country but particularly in our state here. The Chair recognizes the gentleman Our thoughts were that the police 

I have noted that the latest figures that from Farmington, Mr. Morton. department of Jay came to us in force and 
were published in the paper the other day Mr. MORTON:. Mr. Speaker, Ladies and asked that we support their going to court 
was 11.3 percent unemployment, and there Gentlemen of the House: I hate to disagree in Livermore rather than Farmington 
are others that said the unemployment with my colleague, the gentleman from be c au s e it was de p I et i n g the i r 
rate is as high as 12 percent. J:..y, whom I respect highly. The round trip enforcement. 
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, Now, I am-not11davor ofworkirtgto help 
those who are going to court, because if 

: they are going to court there-is a problem. 
But I do feel that law enforcement is a 
problem within the state, and if we are 
depleting the law enforcement area within 
the Town of Jay then we should support the 
Minority "Ought lo Pass" Report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Waterville, Mr. 
Carey. 

Mr. CAREY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I would like to 
address a question through the Chair to the 

. gentleman from FarmingtonJ Mr. Morton, 
who said that it is only a snort distance 
from Jay to Farmington. How far is it 
from the Police Station in Jay to the 
Courtroom in Farmington, if the 
gentleman could answer? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Waterville, Mr. Carey,- poses a question 
through the Chair to the gentlemah from 
Farmington, Mr. Morton, who may 
answer if he so desires. ··. · 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Farmington, Mr. Morton. · 

Mr. MORTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Uouse: I am not sure 
where the police station is· in Jay, so I 
really can't put my_ fiP .. @LQJI. it. _If iUs 
downtown in Chisholm, then the answer is, 
approximately 10 iniles, maybe 11 miles, 
and if it is a·little further up the road, then 

. it is a couple of miles closer; I am not sure. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 

the gentleman from Livermore Falls, Mr. 
Lynch; . 

Mr._LYNCII; M:t, $p_gakM and Members, 
:of the House: The police station is located1 
m the old Jay High School building. I would 
say it was approximately 13 miles, give or 

Jake a Ji~tle,_froin there. to the court house . 
•In .Farmmgton, and there from the court: 
house in Livermore Falls it is 
approximately one and a half to two miles. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Anson, Mr. Burns. 

Mr. BURNS: Mi. Speaker and Members 
of th~ House: I rise as an opponent to the 
bill. I hope·you will vote agamst the • 'ought 
to pass" motion. '• ' 

In reply to reference to the police in the 
uiicovered town where they are in court in 
Farmington; they have a mutual pact with 
Livermore Falls and the Livermore Falls 
police are available to come up and cover 
theTownofJay. __ · ,------ . 

H we go back to the way this was before, 
there 1s a. problem in the divorce 
proceedings. The people in Jay would have 
only one place to go and that would be to 
the Superior Court in Franklin County. 
There 1s also another problem with bound 
over hearings. The bound over hearings· 
would be conducted in Livermore Falls 

. and then have to be· transferred to 
Franklin County. If this· same rationale 
was applied throughout the state, there 
would be many many towns. splitting up 
from the current districts to the other 
area. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from Jay, 
Mr. Maxwell, that the ·House accept the 

M_ip.or_i!y_~'Ought~ to .. :e.a~~--R.et>ort. _All in. 
:favor of accepting the "Ought to Pass•·• 

· , Report will vote yes; those opposed will 
,YQk.DO~_· ___ ----,-~ . 
, . A vote of the House was taken. . 
· Mt. Morton of Farmington requested a 
roll call vote. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been 
requested. For the Chair to order a roll 
call, it must have the expressed desire of 
one fifth of the members present ·md 

. voting. All those desiring a roll call vote 
will vote yes; those opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
than one fifth of the members rresent 

. having expressed a desire for a rol call, a 
roll call was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from Jay, 
Mr. Maxwell, that the House accept the 
Minority "Ought to Pass" Report on Bill 
"An Act to Deem the Municipality of Jay 
to be Part of the Northern Androscoggin 
District · of the District Court," House 
Paper 60, L. D. 72. All in favor of that 
motion will vote yes; those opposed will 
vote no. · 

ROLLCALL 
YEA- Albert, Ault, Bachrach, Bagley, 

Bennett, Berry, G. W.; Berry, P.; Berube, 
Binnette, Byers, Carey, Carpenter, 
Carroll, Carter, Chonko, Churchill, Clark, 
Conners, Connolly, Cooney, Cote, Curran, 
P.; Curran, R.; Dam, Davies, DeVane, 

1Doak, Dow, Drigotas, Durgin, Dyer, 
Farley, Faucher, Fenlason, Finemore, 
Fraser, Gauthier, Goodwin, K.; Gould, 
Greenlaw, Hall, Henderson, Hennessey, 
Hewes, Hinds, Hobbins, Hutchings, 
Ingegneri, Jackson, Jacques, Jalbert, 
Jensen, Joyce, Kany, Kauffman, Kelleher, 
Kelley, Kennedy, Laffin, LaPointe, 
LeBlanc, Leonard, Lewin, Lewis, ·Lunt,· 
Lynch, MacEachern, MacLeod, Mahany, 
Martin, R.; Maxwell, McBreairty, 
McMahon, Miskavage, Mitchell, Morin, 
Mulkern, Najarian, Norris, Peakes, 
Pelosi, Perkins, T.; Peterson, P.; 
Peterson, T.; Pierce, Quinn, Raymond,. 
Rideout, Rolde, Rollins, Saunders, Smith, 
Snow,, Snowe, Spencer, Strout, Talbot, 
Theriault, Truman, Twitchell, Tyndale, 
Usher, Wagner, Walker, Winship, The 
Speaker. · 

· NAY -Birt, Blodgett, Boudreau,'Bowie, 
Burns, Call, Cox, Curtis, Dudley, 
Farnham, Flanagan, Gray, Higgins, 
Hunter, Immonen, Lizotte, Lovell, Martin, 
A.; McKernan, Morton, Nadeau, Palmer, 
Perkins, S.; Powell, Shute, Sil vennan, 
Sprowl, Stubbs, Susi, Tarr, Teague, 
Torrey. · 
-ABSENT ·- Bustin, Garsoe, Hughes, 

Laver,ty, Littlefield, Mackel, Mills, Post, 
Tierney, Tozier, Webber, Wilfong. · 

Yes, 106; No; 32; Absent, 13. 
The SPEAKER: One hundred six having 

• voted in the affirmative and thirty-two in 
the negative, with thirteen being absent, 

1 the motion does prevail. 
: Thereupon, the Bill was read once and 
assigned for second reading tomorrow. 

Divided Report 
Tabled and Assigned . 

Majority Report of -the· Committee on 
Legal Affairs· reporting "Ought Not to 
Pass" on Resolve, to Reimburse Kenneth 
I. Coombs for Legal Fees Caused by 
Unwarranted Action of the State Board of 
Education (H. P. 186) (L. D. 227) 

Report was signed by the following 
mem~rs: • 
Messrs. CORSON of Somerset 

CIANCHETTE of Somerset 
DANTON of York 
. -of the Senate. 

Messrs. COTE of Lewiston 
DUDLEY of Enfield 
FAUCHER of Solon 
BURNS of Anson 

· SHUTE of Stockton Springs 
HUNTER of Benton 
CAREY of Waterville 

. ' -of the House. 
Minority Report of the same Committee 

:repomng "Ought to Pass" on same Resolve 
Messrs. JOYCE of Portland 

. PERKINS of Blue Hill 
GOULD of Old Town 

.,- of the House. 
Reports were read. 
On motion of Mr. Faucher of Solon, 

tabled pending acceptance of either 
Report and tomorrow assigned. · 

Passed_ to 81) J):n~rosscd 
Bill "An Act Relalinja\ to Payments to the 
County Law Libraries in the Severn! 
Counties of the State" (H.P. 1003) (L.'D. 
1066) 

Was reported by the Committee on Bills 
in the Second Reading, read the second 
time, passed to be engrossed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The Chair laid before the House the first 

tabled and today assigned matter: 
Bill "An Act to Protect Families with 

Children and Recipients of Certain 
Benefits Against Discrimination in Rental 
Housing" (H. P. 273) (L. D. 327) (C. "A" 
H-58) (H. "A" H-76) . 

Tabled - March 18, by Mr. Perkins of 
Blue Hill. 

Pending- Motion of Mr. Ault of Wayne 
to Indefinitely Postpone Bill and 
Accompanying Papers. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins of Blue Hill, 
tabled pending the motion of Mr. Ault of 
Wayne to indefinitely postpone Bill and all 
accompanying papers and specially 
assigned for Monday, March 24: 

The Chair laid before the House the 
second tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act Relating to Dealers in Used 
Personal Property" (H, P. 502) (L. D. 618). 

Tabled - March 19, by Mr. Sprowl of 
Hope. 

Pending- Passage to be Engrossed. 
Mr. McMahon of Kennebunk offered 

House Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment."A" (H-97) was read 
by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. 
McMahon. · 

Mr. McMAHON: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: First, I wish 
to . thank the appropriate people for 
allowing me to present this amendment 
~Q- . ' . 
_ 1'hili. ~mimdm~Pt. q!)!;l_!l_ not change the 
intent of the bill which received · a 

, unanimous "ought to pass" report from 
; the Committee on Business Legislation .. 

It is offered at the suggestion of a 
constituent of mine who operates a large 
antique and used furniture business. The 
amendment, if adopted, would allow a 
dealer in used furniture to retain a signed 
receipt or record in a book the name and 
address of th'e conveyor of the property. It 
does drop the requirement to record the 
name of the conveyor when an item is sold 
by the dealer, since the name of the 
conveyor in that ease would be the name of 
the dealer himself. The book or the signed 
receipt would then serve as a record of 
transaction. 

I would hope you would support the 
amendment. 

Thereupon, House Amendment "A" was 
adopted. 
--The -SPEAKER: The· Chair recognizes 
the gentlewoman from Freeport., Mrs. 
Clark. 

Mrs. CLARK: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: It is my 
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understanding that there is still another 
amendment in preparation and I would 
request that someone might table this for 
still another legislative day. 

Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Palmer of 
Nobleboro, tabled pending passage to be 
engrossed as amended and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Mr. LaPointe of Portland lo "frideflnitely 
postpone the Bill and all accompany 
papers and specially assigned for Monday, 
March 24. 

On motion of Mr. Rolde of York, 
Recessed until the sounding of the gong. 

the state are equal. Its first effect will be to 
reapportion the 15 existing multi-member 
districts in the state. It will also establish a 
constit!!t_jgnal proced~re. by .which this 
initial division will be made, as well as 
future reapportionments. Originally, we 
had hoped to accomplish the change within 
the life of this legislature, but two 

______ A_f_t_e_r Recess circumstances mitigate against our plan. 
The Chair laid before the House the third The House was ca'flecf to orderby- the Fir s t , th ere is s o m e h u m an 

tabled and today assigned matter: Speaker. consideration for the effects this change 
Bill "An Act to Reduce the Annual ----- may have upon long established political 

Djstrict Tax on Maine Forestry District The Chair laid before the House the fifth arrangements, and, perhaps on some 
Property Due to Increased Valuation" (H. tabled and today assigned matter: senior incumbents. Since we have come 
P. 833) (L. D. 960) (Emergency) Resolution, Proposing Amendments to this far for this many years, and since the 

Tabled - March 19, by Mr. Smith of the Constitution to Provide Single Member redistricting will cross some wardlines, we 
Dover-Foxcroft. Districts for the House of Representatives, have agreed that a transition of two years 

Pending-Passage to be enacted. to Provide for Apportionment of the House was not too much to yield. 
On motion of Mr. Finemore of and Senate and to Establish an Second, and more important, if you add 

Bridgewater, under suspension of the . Apportionment Commission to Plan for all the number of days allowed under the 
rules, the House reconsidered its action Apportionments of the House and Senate'' reapportionment pro c e d u re for 
whereby the Bill was passed to be (H.P. 19) (L. D. 27) commission action, then add the time 
engrossed. Tabled -- March 19, by Mrs. Najarian of permitted for legislative approval, and 

The same gentleman offered· House Portland. perhaps time for a court ruling, over seven 
Amendment" A" and moved its adoption. Pending - Final Passage. months could elapse. Beginning from 

House Amendment "A" (H-96) was read The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes January, we could therefore, find 
bytheClerkandadopted.. the gentlewoman from Old Orchard. ourselves in trouble with primary 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes Beach, Mrs. Morin. elections, and therefore we have moved it 
'the gentleman from South Portland, Mr. Mrs. MORIN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and back to be effective. 
Perkins. -~-- Gentlemen of the House: I would like to A commission of the 108th Legislature 

Mr.-PERKINS:Mr:-Speaker ana - nave somebooyfab1e-tlifs.T-am getting a -wilTmakelfie clivision·on:nu1fi~memoer 
Members· of the House: I wonder if resolution, they are getting it ready now, districts in 1977 which will be in effect for 
somebodycouldexplainthisparticularbill for a court decision as to whether this is the 1978 elections, and the 109th 
to us. legal or not. I would like to have it tabled if Legislature will convene in 1979 with these 
.The SPEAKER: The gentleman from possible,_____ . -·--- newalignments.---

South Portland, Mr. Perkins, poses a The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes We should all remember that this first 
question through the Chair to any member t_he gentl(}Ill@frnm )'_o_r\{..._ j'y:Ir. RQlde._ redistricting procedure in 1977 will affect 
whocarestoanswer. Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker and. only the 15 current multi-member 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman Members of the House: l thmk it is a pomt districts. In fact, we included language to 
from Bridgewater, Mr. Finemore. of clarification. I believe that an opinion prevent any encroachment on neighboring 

Mr. FINEMORE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies from the Attorsey General has already areas or presently existing single-member 
and Gentlemen of the House: Thank you beenissued. districts. 
Mr. Perkins; this bill should be explained. The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes For the 15 multi-members concerned, 

In years gone by we have taxed all the gentlewoman from Old Orchard the census bureau assures us they can 
wildlands and all unorganized towns on a Beach, Mrs. Morin. provide a block by block population count 
tali ~.l!te _Qf_ (! 1/~ mills. l!t 50. percent. Mrs. MORIN: Mr. Speaker, my for our major cities, and experience in past 
valuation. This year we made the change questions were not answered. It wasn't redistricting has shown that any 

'.in the t.,i.i:, d_ivision_to tax everything 100 done as I asked them to do, and I don't geographical or population problems, 
percent valuation, so therefore with 4% intend to have my questions answered while perhaps frustrating, certainly are 
against 81/2, we are getting the same through leadership. surmountable. The next reapportionment 

·amountoftax; thetaxisn'tbeingchanged. · The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes will ~hen be for the entire legislature in 
· As· I·think-all~the.nem bers-of the-House · --the-ge ntl em air from-·P o rtI-andT""-Mr:---1983 to takeeff ectin the-1984· elections-after 
·kn-ow, the state is trying to bring Connolly. the1980census. 
everything, even all municipalities, up to Mr. CONNOLLY: Mr. Speaker, could I As I have noted, what we really have 

.100 percent valuation. Therefore, the tax have this tabled for one day? here today is two major reforms, one to 
hasn't changed one bit. Mr. Rolde of York requested a vote on ~lil!l,inate the ine@.i!Je.s_qf 2_Q_p~opl~Q!) one. 

The reason for this amendment, there the tabling motion. ballot, and one to permanently establish a 
· were two places in it that had 8½ that when The SPEAKER: The pending question is fair, unbiased reap portion men t 
the department gave me this bill they left on the motion of the gentleman from procedure. 

· them out, sowe had to have an amendment Portland, Mr. Connolly, that this matter be Relative to the first of these reforms, lhe 
to change it all through the whole law in tabled pending final passage and single-member concept, il seems 
order to make it 4¼. There is no change tomorrow assigned. _All in favor of that superfluous to again address the pros and 
whatsoeverintheamountoftax. motion will vote yes; those opposed will cons of this idea. We have plowed lhis 

Thereupon, the Bill was passed to be vote no. ground many lime/!, we have all given it 
engrossed as amended and sent to the A vote of the House was taken. thought - some as to how it will apply to 
Senate. 30 having voted in the affirmative and 93 Maine, some as to how it will apply to a 

;iavjn_g .voted.in the negative, the motion 'political party, and some as to how it will 
did not prevail. affect their personal circumstance. It 

Mr. Talbot of Portland requested a roll seems reasonable to say that the 
· · The· Chair· laid before the House the 
fourth tabled and today assigned matter: 

Bill "An Act to Eliminate Certain Sales 
Taxes to Patients in Hospitals." (H. P. 378) 
(L. D. 471) , · 

Tabled - March 19, by Mr. Dam of 
Skowhegan. · 
· Pending - Motion of Mr. LaPointe of 

Portland to Indefinitely Postpone Bill and 
Accompanying Papers. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from South Portland, Mr. 
Perkins. ·. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Could I have this, 
somebody, table this for two days? i am 
preparing an amendment for this bill. 

Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Palmer of 
Nobleboro, retabled pending the motion of 

call vote on final passage. . arguments can be broadly summarized on 
The SPEAKER: A roll call has been the one side as the advantages or 

requested. For the Chair to order a roll disadvantages accruing to the people and 
call, it must have the expressed desire of _tQ_gqy.e.rnru.ent. ~nd on tp.e ott_i~r ~ide_ as the 
one fifth of the members present and maintenence of a politicaT status quo. · 
voting. All those desiring a roll call vote ' But rio matter 'how we feel, thought• 
will vote yes; those opposed will vote no. certainly has been given, and debate 1t has 

A vote of the House was taken, and more certainly had. It seems unlikely that any 
than one -fifth of the members rresent oratory today· is going to persuade or to 
having expressed a desire for a rol call, a change any minds. So, since minds are 
roll call was ordered.· · largely made up on that aspect of this bill, 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes let me just take a minute to explain my 
the gentleman from Gorham, Mr. Quinn. reasoning for entering the bill in the 

Mr. QUINN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and manner which I did and let me briefly 
Gentlemen of the House: This bill proposes review the overall thrust of the measure. 
to amend the Constitution of Maine to · Under the present arrangement, the 
require that all representative districts in legislature by itself can abolish the 
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multi-member districts. if that were the 
only ohjedive I had had, it would have 
lwen an l'asier course to follow. To submit 
an ordinary bill would certainly be less 
<"om p Ii c· ale d l h :1 n a It. l' m p l.i n g a 
mnsl it.111.ional arn1•111lnwnt. But. I l"c·II it. 
would he• unfair l.o rnak<• sueh a <"hangc in 
Sll<'h a manner. There c·an he lit.lie doubt. 
that this proposed reorganization is 
politically significant, and I do not feel 

· that such change should be made by any 
majority, even a two-thirds majority, 
without good reason and without all the 
deliberation that changes of this type 
should be entitled to. I believe that if this 
change is not only approved by two· thirds 
of the legislature, but by the voters of 
Maine in referendum, there could be no 
complaint from those affected. No one 
would have been railroaded. If the idea has 
no merit and it is not in fact what the 
voters of Maine want, then let the voters 
correct us on the ballot. 

And this leads me to the second stage of 
my short explanation. Please let me try 
and put this whole bill into perspective and 
l~t's s~~ju_sJwb.11-t tt wm aC!;_QII!PliSh .. _ .. 

For the first time it will guarantee· 
security for legislative minorities. No 
longer will a minority be hostage to the 
manipulations or abuse of a determined 
majority. The bill will set into 
constitutional concrete the method by 
which future appointments must be 
accomplished, a method as fair, as open, 
and as proven as any method yet devisc!d. 

The procedures established in the 
amendment will be used for all future 
legislative reapportionmenL'>. llenceforl.h, 
the methods and techniques of 
reapportionment will be a constitutional 
procedure, not lo be tinkered with lightly, 
one which will protect any future minority 
parties, and one which will insure that any 
redistricting changes of this type will be 
done in a fair, non-partisan manner. The 
commission procedure itself guarantees 
political balance, 'regardless of who enjoys 
power. It is a step toward balanced, fair 
government that will mark the wisdom 
and foresight of this legislature. It will 
show the State of Maine that the 107th is 
willing to address one of the broad, 
loM-.i:a.ng~_l.!-~.P~~t~ of gov~mm~p.t, tb._at.w~ 

·are willing to provide for the future, and· 
that we a.i:e willmg_to talrn the m1tiative in 
establishing fairness for all parties and.all: 
factions at all times. We not only redress 
mefficieney and imbalancee in existing­
mwu-member districts of our stiite, we 
guarantee freedom from future partisan 
gerrymandering within this body. 
. The ·sPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Biddeford, Mr. 
Liwtte. 

Mr. LIZOTTE: Mr. Speaker, Laclies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I certainly fee1 

. that I should get up here this morning to 
yoict\ WY _opin,ion _against single-member 
districts. I am sure that a good percentage 
of this House are 'from single-member 
districts as it now stands. 

I always understood the reasoning for 
wards in a city such as mine-,- we have 
seven wards so we have seven councilmen, 
each representing their own ward. But I. 
am a state representative from Biddeford, 
I am not here to represent the south end of 
Biddeford or the west end of Biddeford, I 
am here to represent the whole City of 
Biddeford, and for that reason, I firmly 
believe that all of the people of Biddeford 
should have the right to elect the three 
representatives as a whole and not as a 
part. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Mulkern. 

Mr. MULKl•'.RN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and c;cnllcm<'n of I.he Ho11sn: I st.and hPn• 
h><lay knowing full wPII I.his 11101·11ing 111111. ii 
isn't. very likely I.hat. I am going t.o drnngl' 
the outcome of I.he vot.c on this crucial 
issue of single-member districts. But for 
the record, I would like to state my reasons 
for opposing this bi II loday. 

I have done some reading on this subject 
and, like the _rest of you, have considered 
the issue long and hard. My reading, I 
must also admit, has generally supported 
the idea of single-member districts as 
more closely embodying the ideal of one 
man one vote, an ideal which, to say the 
least if __ il~curate, silQ.l!l.<.!.il.PPeal_t9 all_ 
Americans concerned with better 
representaJiQ~__fQ!' thei.u>.eQpJe. _ _ _ _ 

The-courts of our nation have also pointed 
out that in some areas of our nat10n that 
multi-member districts have been abused, 
but other areas of the nation are of no 
concern to me today.' It is Maine that is my 
concern, and what concerns me, ladies and 
gentlemen of this House, is that exclusive 
use of single-member districts may have 
exactly the opposite effect of what its 
advocates intend and, specifically, I am 
referring to the true representation of all 
people in this legislature. 

Our founding fathers, while recognizing 
the importance of government. that would 
represent the will of a majority of our 
people cautioned, however1 against I.he 
potential power of a majonly that could 
effectively thwart the rights of a minority. 
Such illustrious men of this period as 
Alexander Hami!lon, John Adams and 
George Washington shared this viewpoint. 
This is essentially the reason that the 
bicameral congress <;a,in~ about, so that 
smafl -states ·would have the power equal 
to· large states in one body, namely the 
Senate, and that population would be fairly 
represented as well in the House of 
Representatives. 

If you will bear with me, ladies and 
gentlemen, I would like to project the same 
concept back to the single-member 
district. The single-member district, 
ladies and gentlemen of the House, I 
believe could very possibly become a tool 
to entrench majority rule in a district to 
the total exclusion or near exclusion of a 

I minority. 
This House, as I see it at present, ladies 

and gentlemen, represents a fairly good 
cross-section of the viewpoints of all Maine 
citizens. We have students, farmers, 
doctors, lawyers, fishermen, wealthy, 
middle income, low income, and minority 
representation here, and I for one don't 
want to see this change. 

I look over to my left, for instance, al the 
gentleman from Portland, Representative 
Talbot, a member of a minority group, the 
sole representative of his people in this 
House. I believe it will be a sad day for this 
House if they could not benefit from his 
views when voting on important issues 
that affect those he represents. Whether 
you agree or disagree with what he has to 
say O!'.J1ow he_ SJ!Ys_jtLhe has l!..ri_gh.1 tQ__b_e 

1heard. If we vote for single-member 
districts today, ladies and gentlemen, I 
believe that voices such as his and others 
which speak for .the rights of the less 
fortunate minorities could very well be 
eliminated from this House. 

The City of Portland, for instance, might 
be districted in such a way that many 
legislators would not be able to support 

such issues as i'ncreased AFDC, 
discrimination in rental housing, 
corrections reform and other <'Onlroversial 
issues without insuring their cll'fl'at in lh1• 
ncixt l'll•1·lio11. ThiH is why I am c·o11e1in1Pd, 
lndi1•~ 1111d gt'nt 11•1111•11 llro11dly 1111· 
philrnmph.v of onl' llHlll 011e vot(• 110111111:: 
great, I.Jul singlc-p1eml)er districts -~hould 
'not be supported exclusively. 

The SPI!:AKER: The Chair re<'ognizes 
lhe genlleman from Mexico, Mr. l<'raser. 

Mr. FRASER: Mr. Speaker, I move the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER: For the Chair lo 
entertain a motion for the previous 
question, it must have the expressed 
desire of one third of the members present 
and voting. All those in favor of the Chair 
entertaining the motion for the previous 
question will vote yes; those opposed will 
vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and 
obviously more than one third of the 
~em!J~n,. 11r:~~~nt .hi!Y.illL e){.I!fess~q _i!_ 
desire for the previous question, the motion 
for the previous question was entertained. 

The SPEAKER: The question now 
before the House is, shall the main 

· question be put now? This question is 
debatable with a time limit of five minutes 
by any one member. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. KELLEHER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I do not 
intend lo speak on the issue that is before 
LL'i, hut I do believe lhal there arc others in 
here who have some expression that they 
would like lo put into the rel'orcl 
concerning their position. 

I have stood in this House many times 
before, and I have never supported the 
previous question for any issue, even 
though I may have wanted it as quickly as 
possible. 

I can understand the gentleman from 
Mexico in offering it, but I do wish that this 
House would vote against it, whether you 
like the remarks you are going to hear or 
! whether yo_l!_~_o!l'._tjike_!h~ rerparJg; .YQ.11. are 
'gmng fo hear. Let each and every 
member of this House, under the 
democratic principles we were elected to 
come here to do, to serve the people that 
we represent and to express their opinions 
as well as our own. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Old Town, Mr. 
Binnette. 

Mr. BINNETTE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: After 
hearing my good friend Represenlali ve 
Kelleher exp(iund in his manner, I can't 
follow it like that, hut I am with him a 
hundred percent. What behooves me is 
whenever there is a job lo be presented 
they always write in it "equal opportunity 
for all." I really believe that anybody who 
has anything to say on this• measure, 
whether I like it or not, I am willing lo sit 
here and listen to them, and I don't agree 
with this previous question busincsH. Let's 
let everybody have an opportunity to 
express themselves. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
:the gentleman from Sanford, Mr. 
jGauthier. . 
· Mr. GAUTHIER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I don't think 
we have been discussing this bill very long, 
and I am very very surprised that this was 
brought up. We are all here, those in 
multi-member districts as well as 
single-member districts, we have been 
voted in by the people to represent them 
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over h(•n•. If we have m1ythi11g lo say or tu Io w i II l' om e h u l you a Is o have Commission of Civil Highls and lhti t!Xad 
present, I think we should have that middle-income within that neighhorhood. I opposite works in this slate as in other 
oppo11unitytodefendourpeople. don't think you will always have a slates. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes representative from the low-income group I would sin<'erely hope that you will give 
the gentleman from Bangor, .Mr. here, mainly because you have these things thought - no, that is the 
McKernan. single-member districts. I think that also wrong word, don't think about. it · but 

Mr. McKERNAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies is a crudal question. I also think it would mull thest' over in your mind and give ii. 
· and Gentlemen of the Ilousc: I want. t.o weak1•n t.~e ov1irall vol.!! from lhu .~ome thought. and I. would hoj11i 1.hal. you 

e<'ho (.he comments of t.h1: t.hrcc previous multi-member clh;t.rirts. would dt•fcat. this purtieular hil . 
speakers. I think it would be unfortunate, We have multi-member districts here in The SJ>J,;AKJ<:R: The Chair rec·o,,:ni;,;cs 
regardless of how we feel on the merits of the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Cull. 
this bill, to limit debate. This is probably the state plus single member diSt ricts. r Mr. CALL: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
the most important question that at least think w·e do very well. I think th e Gentlemen of lhe House: There must have 
has faced us so far and perhaps that will representation in the House is very good been some very good sound reasoning for 
face us during the whole session. 1 think and I think we do a very good job at it. The the creation of multi-member districts in 
that both sides should be able to give their people of the City of Portland, as far as I the first place. I don't know what they were 

'views. am concerned, are very well satisfied. but whatever they were, I say they are still 
The SPEAKER: The pending question I have 110 call on single-mem her significant. We should not be making 

before the House now is shall the main districts. I think we havef to take that into changes just for the sake of changes alone. 
question be put now? If you are in favor, consideration also. We also have to take I am. one of six Lewiston 
you will vote yes; if you are opposed, you into consideration that as it stands now, Representatives and I am also one of seven 
will vote no. somebody from one part of town or another city aldermen. In Lewiston, I represent 

A vote of the House was taken. part of town can give me a piece- of one ward, but it is not uncommon for a 
14 having voted in the affirmative and legislation that I can sponsor or I don't voter in another ward to call me regarding 

122; in the negative, the main question was have to sponsor it. Usually, the way it a problem because he doesn't know who 
not ordered. stands now, we can and do sponsor it. But his alderman is or for some other reason. 

The_SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes coming from a-single-member-districtin An alderman actually- represents the 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Talbot. the City of Portland, somebody from one whole city as well as his ward. The 
· Mr. TALBOT: Mr. Speaker; Ladies and part of town can give me a bill to sponsor situation is even more true when it comes 
Gentlemen of the House: I thank the body .. _ _lllld I can say_,_'_'witii...::LlJlj_lll!t_e,_hQld.Jhe to state representatives. A voter in District 
for· ·ha vint; voted- agamst the prev10us phone, go see your representative,•• and -67h~ Lewiston- lias- tlle-·opportunity- fo 
question. There is a couple of things that I that representative from his area, from his contact one or more of six representatives 
would like to say for the record. particular district, could say no, this part when he has a problem. 

I come from a multi-member district, oftowndoesn'twanttosupportAFDC; this . Let me finish.by saying what somebody 
w hi c h i S' . P _or tJ a n d , . L. con c u r part of. town.. doesn't want to support who was in this house several years ago, a 
wholeheartedly with my colleague from discrimination in housing, this part of town good friend of mine, used to say on 
,Portland, Mr. Mulkern. He has said it very doesn't want to do this or this part ot town occasion: "This is a bad bill; let's kill it." 
ably. He has said most of what I want to doesn't want to do that-· you are locked The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
say, but I would like to say a couple of in. That single-member district the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
-things. representative is Jocked in. If that Flanagan. 

During the 106th, I voted against particular district says to me, you do this, Mr. FLANAGAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
single-menber districts, mainly because then I do that. I have no other choice. I and Gentlemen of the House: It is against 
when I came to the House here, I came as a don't think that that is good. my principles to arise before this august 
minority and I mean a minority insofar as body and speak in opposition to L.D. 27, 
race is concerned, and in the hometown of LaSt of all, whether we like ft or not, no single-district bills. 
Portland; what I did is, I went all the way m~tt~r how ~~sy one P~ints the picture, The real purpose of my being here is to 
across the city and joined myself in a th1s is a political questwn. There is no speak for the people in Portland and to 

t coalition with low-income people, mainly doubt about it. It is a political question ~nd· represent them in a sane and sensible 
the gentlemen from Portland, Mr. 1 am proud.that I am a Democrat_ commg manner. My particular interests are in 
Connolly. Through that coalition, both of out of the City of Portland and I will stand people's bills; yet in more than 1,100 L.D.'s 
us are here in the H O use Of here and say that~ hope that 10 Democrats collected on my desk here, very, very few 
Representati ves-s upposedly.epresentin-g-·-cpme.ouLoL!he.Ci ty- of--Portland- the-next-- -of them-wilhneetthe criteria of a-people's 
the entire city. of Portland and timea_round,thenexttm~earoun,dand~he bill. 
representing our constituents that usually nex~ time around. I dOJ?- t feel hke gomg 
don't have a voice within this House. I behind the barn and saymg I am ashamed 
think that single-member districts would to ht; a Democr_at ~cause I am from a 
do away with that, just as my colleague multi-member distnct. I want Democrats 
from Portland Mr. Mulkern has said. It to come out. I am proud to be a Democrat. 
will work just the-opposite in this state as it - I guess all I have-had to ·s·ay has been· 
does in any other state. said by the gentleman from Portland Mr 

In other words, if a Black or an Indian, Mulkern and myself. ' · 
Chicano or a Mexican-Mexican-American 
was to run from a single-member district 
in the City of Portland or Bangor, he would 
~n1 ~hind himself from that particular 
distnct. He would not have the opportunity 
to go across the city to get help from his 
other brothers and sisters from low 
income; he would have no opportunity for 
a coalition: he would run by himself. 

I have problems with that because I 
have been in this state all my life and I 
think coalitions are good. I think they are 
healthy. I think they are good for us. Also, 
the_ argument that if we break up the City 
of Portland into single-member districts, 
we always have a representative from the 
low-income group here with us. That is not 
necessarily so. It can also work in the 
reverse, because as you know, over the 
years a comm unity, any part of a 
community, will change neighborhoods. 
They will change either from high income 
to low income or middle class to high - it 
changes. And in the single-member 
districts in the City of Portland, you have 

I am going to- vote against this and I am 
going to vote against this because I feel 
that that is my duty. I am not going to take 
a walk. In all sincerity, in fairness, I was 
,Fked to pair with somebody else that 
wasn't going to be here and I did that and I 
did that with sincerity and fairness until 
later when I found out that I had been had. 
There was a lot of controversy insofar as 
that pairing was concerned, and I was 
und_er. the impressiOJ?- t~a~ I asked my 
maJonty leader, who 1s s1ttmg in the right 
hand corner, if I couldn't get out of that 
commitment and as far as I knew I was 
out of that commitment, but I am no't out of 
that commitment. I am going to have to 
break that commitment because I am not 
going to tak!:! a walk. I can't take a walk 
because I am locked in anyway, 

I am going to vote on this issue because I 
strongly believe in it. I have been reading 
for the last two years on our voting rfghts 
act, on districting, on multi-member 
districts through the efforts of the U.S. 

First, let me give you a little history of 
districting. During the last 25 years the 
issue of districting has surfaced in 
Portland many times. I voted for 
districting at every referendum that they 
had._ However, the idea was soundly 
defeated in every attempt. A recent move 
was made to try it again last fall. Our city 
~ouncil, after three hearings, refused to let 
1t go to referendu!Jl and again killed the 
reguest._ Present!:\'., a people's petition is 
bem~ Cll'CUlated Ill Portland and if the 
req1;11red. si~nl!-tures. are presented once 
agam, d1stnclmg will go to the voters of 
Portland for a determination, 

I came here lo represent the City of 
Portland, the people of Portland and the 
people of Portland have been telling me 
over the years that they don't want 
districting, so I find it easy for myself to 
stand here and go on record in opposition 
to this particular bill. Yet, at the same 
time, I do feel that it is a terrible waste of 
our hard energy here talking about these 
issues when we have so many problems of 
the people. These problems need to be 
solved, but they will only be solved if we 
here will get down to work and be willing to 
do something about it instead of wasting 
our time on a proposition that so many of 
us realize is not what our people want. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes 
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the gentlewoman from Portland, Mrs. 
Najarian. · 

Mrs. NAJARIAN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of lhe House:· As another 
representative from the stale's largest 
multi-member district, I have found 
widespread dissatisfaction among· the 
voters with the present method of 
districting. 

Regardless of the amount of effort or 
desire on the part of the voler, il is 
virtually impossible for even lhe mosl 

◄ conscienlious voter lo assess lhc 
qualifications of 20 or mor·c candidates 
competing for the same offi<"e. The voters 
inability lo really know the candidate is 
not due lo any Jack of effort or 
campaigning on the part of any candidate. 

For example, in the lasl general 
electi9n, the candidate who placed 11th 
remamed mostly a mystery throughout 
the campaign. His picture and name were 
thoroughly advertised. He had radio, news 
spots, ads, etc., but even we, who were 
competing against him, could never seem 
to remember just what he did or what he 
stood for. 

In a district with approximately 30,000 
households, there just isn't enough time 
for any one of us to undertake a personal 
door-to-door campaign, which I think is 
highly desirable. If I had tried to spend a 
half hour in every kitchen in Portland, as 
did the gentleman from Standish, Mr. 
Spencer, I would be right home in my 
kitchen right now known as a former 
representative. 

Iri Portland, we vote for as many as ten 
representatives and because mosl of the 
names are just that, names, interesting 
voting patterns have developed. Some vote 
for one candidate, others for two or three, 
l~ose they kno~ and h_ke. l•'ar loo many 
simply eheC'k off the first Len and some 
skip over that rate and don't vote al all. 
Some go ccny, mecny, mincy, mo and of 
course, a great many intelligenl p1•ople 
vote strictly on part identification and 
may their tribe rncrease, that is not a 
method I object lo. 

But for the ma.jority lll Portland, the 
present method of selecting 
_:r~pr!l1rn11JJlJives_ is_ a .discoura_ging, 
frustrating, haphazard and guilt 

, proct~cmg procedure. No one exerc1smg a 
'conslifiitional right or-iiuty·should ffave fo 
·leave the· voting booth, blaming 
themselves for voting irresponsibly when 
the system is at fault. That is the main 
reason I support the single member 
districts. · · 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recogniz~.: 
the gentleman from York, Mr. Rolde 

Mr. ROLDE: Mr. Speaker, -LaC:.es and 
Gentlemen of the House: I feel that I must 
comment on the legislation that is before 
us today. 

As a Democratic leaile·r, tfie prospect of 
a Constitutional Amendment to divide 
what are now multi-member House of 
Represerntatives districts to single 
districts, presents a difficult challenge. 
One of the most obvious aspects of this 
difficulty is a matter of politics. Of some 41 
multi-member district seats in the state, 
the Democrats now hold 33. Therefor:e, the. 
ai:gum·ent goes-, wny shiiulifwe·want to give 
up this advantage? Why should any 
Democrat, never mind the members of the 
Democratic leadership, support the 
ch~nge that is being proposed here toda) ? 

Aren't we cul.ling our own throats? On the 
other side of the aisle, there may be 
presumably a quiet sense of glee behind 
the somber, we're for good government 
fronts, that our friendly opposition 
members have put on for today, tliere are, 
I have no doubt, the hidden smirks of some 
Republicans who may be -whispedng to 
themselves - those foolish Democrats are 
really going to be playing our game. 

I noted a news story a number of weeks 
ago where the Assistant Minority Leader 
was quoted as saying, when the vole came 
on single-mcmb(:r districts that he hoped 
there would he 59 llepuhliean buttons 
pressed 'in its support. I would bet that he 
would have mosl of lhose voles today. 

Why then should any Democrat ~o along 
with the opposition? This quest10n· has 
been asked in genuine anguish at our 
caucuses hy those who may be affected hy 
this legislation and also by those who have 
sincere worries about the future strength 
of our party. And it has been an equally 
agonizing experience for at least this 
Democratic leader to find reasons to go 
along with such legislation, knowing that it 
represents potential risks to our party 
while to the opposition, it seems to 
represent a potential advantage. Yet, 
appearances are often deceiving. 

Legislative history in this or any other 
state is full of examples of what appears to 
be political expediency on how it 
backfired, when they only mentioned the 
big box as far as Maine is concerned, and 
we all lived through the days when the 
Republicans licked their chops in 
anticipation of the great political rewards 
that that supposed reform would bring, 
only to see their dream turned to ashes. It 
is wise not to gloat loo soon. 

For the Democrats then, the passage of a 
single-member district hill represents a 
real danger. It eould he a difficult political 
problem for us and I will admit that and in 
admitting it, I will paraphrase William 
_Faulkner somewhat and say that a victory 
1s not much of a vietor.v in which nothing 
has been ventured. F'rom my counterparts 
on the GOP side, there is no effort here. No 
matter what window dressing they place 
on their efforts, their solid feather ranks of 

:lights on our tote board may well be a 
tribute to a collective sense the 
Republicans have that they are going to 
gain something but for the Democrats to 
vote for this bill, particularly the 
.Qemo_f!rat_s iI1_ leadersl:µ_p.,_ the cl!QiG.~ t1> 
difficult. Ones selfishness rebels against 
ones sense of duty. There is really no doubt 
that the system of single member districts 
can theoretically provide a fuller measure 
of representation than currently exists. 
Good government against party 
advantage, that is the simplistic way of 
stating the case. 

I hope today that we will pass this 
Constitutional Amendment lo create 
single-member districts. These words do 
not come easily to my lips, for I know that 
in sayin~ them, I am going against many 
of my friends. It is not easy to make this 
decision, but what sustains me is a feeling 
that the Democratic Party will emerge 
stronger for having taking a position that 
is not entirely in its self interest, that in 
doing so; we will have exhibited qualities 
of leadership that are in the same tradition 
of the bold stands of the public interest that 
have characterized the rebirth of our party 
since 1954 and have led in 1975 to our 
posi~i9n _ll_s th~ __ lllajo_rity_partdn t_l!~JQ1th 

'Legislature. Faint heart _n'er won fair 
ma1C1en, anct some of our friends in the 
opposite party, they harbor secret or not so 

secret convictions that we are acting like 
naive fools in passing single-member 
districts, but I have a firm belief that the 
forward, progressive and courageous 
stances taken by the Democratic Party in 
the past two decades have not hurt us but 
have been underlying reasons for our 
current success. 

' The SPEAKE;R: The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. 
McMahon. _ 

Mr. McMAHON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Very briefly, the 
genllcman from York is a prime <:xamplr~ 
of a person who won his scat in an are11 
clommated hy the other party. Mr. ltolde 
won his scat by hare) work and he has kept 
it by good serviee. Anyone in this House 
will be able to do the same thing. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair reeognizes 
the gentleman from Westbrook, Mr. 
Laffin. 

Mr. LAFF'IN: Mr, Speaker and 
Members of the House: I hadn't planned 
on speaking today on this issue. I usually 
get excited on some things but some things 
have been said here today and if they 
hadn't been said I wouldn't have gotten up. 

First of all, when I vote on an issue it is 
not because I am a Republican or 
Democrat. I was elected by Democrats 
and I come from a Democratic city. A 
Republican hasn't been elected to this 
How,~ in ~?y~ar_s_fnH1LW:est_pr9Qk. I_g9.n't 
vote for the party and if you don't believe. 
me, you can ask Mr, Palmer. I vote for the 
issues that come before this House. The 
issue that is before us today is the issue of 
the people who is going to decide and any 
time there is an issue that the majority of 
the people would rule on, I would be in 
favor of because I feel it is far helter to 
have 16,000 people in Westbrook vole on an 
issue and take their advice than my own 
vole here in the Legislature. I have also 
hcen on the Westbrook City Council, I 
represented a Demoerati(' Ward. IL is now 
Mr. Usher's ward. When I was clel'f('(I, 1 
was elected from that ward but l 

"represented the people of Westbrook 'not 
Ward ::I, Westbrook has been divided, WP 
now have one section of Westbrook lhat is 
represented by my good colleague, Mr. 
Quinn from Gorham. The people of 
Westbrook didn't like to be represented by 
someone that they didn't know. That is the 
issue here today. If you have a 
single-member district you will know the 
people in that ward. I have never judged a 
man by the color of his skin or by what 
church he goes to and I don't believe in 
minorities. We are all Americans and I 
vote accordingly and I take exception to 
people saying that the minorities are hurt 
or this one and that one because those kind 
of people don't get elected to this House. I 
vote for the man and his principles. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec:ognizes 
thegenlleman from fo:nficlrl, Mr, Dudley, 

Mr, OlH>Ll~Y: Mr. Speaker and 
Memhl!rS of the !louse: Very briefly, I . 
have continuously down through the y1•ars 
voted to keep multi-member districts hut. 
after what I have seen in the last couple 
years in this House and I feel as though the 
people that represent these cities in a lot of 
areas and my own personal feeling is that 
the way they vote that they are not close 
enough in contact with the people they 
represent and today I am going to vote for 
single-member districts. I think it will put 
the legislator from that area in closer 

• contact with the people that he represents. 
·I know an awful large percentage, 
probably 80 percent of the people in my 
area or 70 percent for sure by their first 
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name, and I feel that these people. in the \\ith the proYisions of Sel'titln 1-1 of A11icle 
cities know very few of their constituents IX of the Constitution. a two-thirds vote of 
by their first name and I think that if we the House is necessary. All in favor of this 
have single-mem her districts it will tend to Resolution being finally passed will vote 
make these people closer to the people they yes: those opposed will vote no. 
represent. They will actually know some of ROLL CALL 
them where they don't today so for this YEA - AU:iert, Ault, Bachra_gh,.l?Mle_y, 
reason I am going to change my stand that Bennett, Berry, G. W.; Berry P. P.; 
I have had for years and I am doing it just Berube, Binnette, Birt, Blodgett, Bowie, 
based on what I see here how far out of Burns, Byers, Carpenter, Carroll, Carter, 
touch they ate with· the people, in my Chonko, Churchill, Clark, Conners, 
opinion. Connolly, Cooney, Cox, Curran, P.; Curtis,-

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes Dam, Davies, De.Vane, Doak, Dow, 
the g~ntlewoman from Auburn, Mrs. Dudley, Durgin, Dyer, Farley, Farnham, 
Snowe. _ _ _ ·Faucher, Fenlason, Fine more, Goodwin, 

Mrs. SNOWE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and K.; Gould, Gray, Greenlaw, Hall, 
Gentlemen of the House: I am speaking Henderson, Hennessey, Hewes, Higgins, 
today not only as a member of the State Hinds, Hobbins, Hughes, Hunter, 
Government Committee but also as a Hutchings, Immonen, Ingegneri, Ja_ckson, 
member of the multi-member district. I Jacques, Jensen, Kany, Kauffman, 
am also speaking today in the interests of Kelleher, Kelley, Kennedy, Laffin, 
good government because this is exactly LaPointe, Le.Blanc, Leonard, Lewin, 
what it is, good government. Isn't that why Lewis, Littlefield, Lovell, Lunt, Lynch, 
we are here? No other issues should MacEachern, Mackel, MacLeod, Martin, 
misconstrue -the very - essence of this R.; Maxwell, McBreairty, McKernan, 
proposal. The establishment of McMahon, Miskavage, Mitchell, Morton, 
single-rriemoer districts would -bea Nadeau·,-Najarfan, Norris,"-Palniifr, 
significant legislative reform for this Peakes, Pelosi, Perkins, S.; Perkins, T.; 
state. Single-member districts in the Peterson, P.; Peterson, T.; Pierce, Post, 
urban-areas--would-undoubtedly-bring- -- Powell- Quinn-Rideout-- Rolde-Rollins­
about more effective, equitable and Saund~rs, Shute, Silver~an, Smith, Snow'. 
democratic representation. Snowe, Spencer, Sprowl, Strout, Stubbs, 
Singl~-mem_ber districJ1? woqJd most Susi, Tarr, Teague, Torrey, Tozier, 
certainly heighten a legislators Twitchell, Tyndale, Usher, Wagner, 
responsiveness to·his constituents. I also Walker, Winship, The Speaker. · 
believe that a legislator would experience NAY - Boudreau, Call, Carey, Cote, 
the highest sense of identification with Curran, R.; Drigotas, Flanagan, Fraser, 
constituents than he or she has previously Gauthier, Jalbert, Joyce, Lizotte, Mahany, 
known, not only in the course of Martin, A.; Mills, Morin, Mulkern, 
campaigning but also while serving in the Raymond, Talbot, Theriault, Truman. 
Legislature. At the same time ABSENT - Bustin, Garsoe, Goodwin, 
representing a single-member district H.; Laverty, Tierney, Webber, Wilfong. 
would mean that the people in the district Yes, 123; No, 21; Absent 7. 

'would develop a greater degree of The SPEAKER: One hundred 
~amiliarity with their legislator. Certainly twenfy-three' having voted· fn the· 
they would be much more aware of his or affirmative and twenty-one in the 

, her job performance. In contrast, voters in negative, with seven being absent, the 
a multi-member district are handicapped motion does prevail. 
by long and cumbersome ballots, more Thereupon, the Resolution was finally 
often than not voters will not vote for as passed, signed by the Speaker and sent to. 
many_legislators_as_they_ar~allowed.toJ'm: __ .the.Sen atP~---
their districts simply because they aren't 
familiar with all the candidates. 
Consequently they don't feel justified in 
voting for them. The same reasons 

. constituents are less able to communicate 
· their needs, ideas and problems to their 
representative in these heavily populated 
districts. Campaigning in a district such as 
mine can be quite_ cqstly,_ jµst 9ne first 
class mailin~ costs many hundreds of 
dollars, yet 1s probably one of the only 
ways you can effectively reach a large 
portion of the people in my district. 

In the Supreme Court case of Whitcomb 
vs: Jarvais the question on constitutional 
validity of multi-memoer districts has 
focused not on population based 
apportionment but on the quality of 
representation afforded by the 
multi-member districts compared with 
single-member districts. Thus, even the 
Supreme Court has recognized the 
inherent weaknesses in the schemes of 
multi-member districts which makes it 
undesirable to voters residing .in these 
districts. Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, 
I strongly urge the passage of a very 
important proposal. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been 
ordered. The pending question is on final 
passage of Resolution Proposing' 
Amendments to the Constitution to 
Provide Single Member Districts, House 
Paper 19, L.D. 27. This being a 
constitutional amendment, in accordance 

The Chafr laid before the. House the 
following tabled and later today assigned 
matter: 

Joint Order relative to Review of the 
Employment Security Laws, House Paper 
1004. 

On motion of Mr, Connolly of Portland, 
re.tabled pending passage and tomorrow 
assigned. 

(Off Record Remarks) 

Mr. Carroll of Limerick was granted 
urianimous consent to address the House. 

Mr. CARROLL: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would like to 
point out to this legislative body that I 
gon't_feel_.YQ.!! hay~ aJwa.YJ! l!S~<Ltlut 
wisdom you have been credited with, 
that -when you redistricted the districts 
that I just went through this last election, 
that some of the school districts that I 
represent as one state representative 
whereas ot!_lE).r_sclwol di~trict~.I r:~r~s~nt 
has three state representatives 
representing them._ In School 
Administrative· District No. 6 has three 
$tate repre~e.n._tatiy~s dQWQ ..b~J'.!L.Whic.h 
they can turn to, whereas School 
Administrative District No. 55 only has 
one. I want you to know that even though 
you are a body of great wisdom that at 
times you do give more representation to 
<;ome people and less to others and I also 

want to thank you for Ylllll' ct111rtt•sy in 
listening bel'ause I know y1,u an• all in a 
htuTy. I 

On motion of Mr. Palmero!' Nobleboro. 
Adjourn-ed until twelve o'l'lock 

tomorrow noon. 




