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HOUSE 

Thursday, February 4, 1971 
The House met according to 

adjournment and was called to 
order by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kenneth 
Brookes of Augusta. 

The journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

The following Communications 
were received out of order by 
unanimous consent: 

STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
February 4, 1971 

To the Honorable David J. 
Kennedy, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the 0 n e 
Hundrd and Fifth Legislature: 

In compliance with the Constitu
tion and Laws of the State of 
Maine, I have the honor to 
herewith report the return of votes 
cast for Representative to the One 
Hundred and Fifth Legislature in 
the Town of Scarborough lat a 
Special Election held February 1, 
1971, according to a review of the 
returns made by the Governor and 
Council, to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Harry R. Knight 
of Scarborough, as follows: 

Thomas E. Gag non of 
Scarborough received 519 votes. 

Ralph T. LePage of Scarborough 
received 299 votes. 

JOSEPH T. EDGAR 
Secretary of State 

STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
February 4, 1971 

To Bertha W. Johnson, Clerk of 
the House of Representatives of the 
One Hundred and Fifth Legisla
ture: 

In compliance with the Constitu
tion and Laws of the State of 
Maine, I hereby certify that a 
Special Election was held in the 
Town of Scarborough on February 
1, 1971 for the purpose of electing 
a Representative to the 0 n e 
Hundred and Fifth Legislature to 
fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Harry R. Knight of Scar
borough; that at said election 
Thomas E. Gagnon of Scarborough, 

having received a plurality of all 
votes cast in said election, as con
tained in a report submitted to the 
Governor and Council under date 
of February 4, 1971, appears to 
have been elected a Representative 
to the One Hundred and Fifth 
Legislature. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
caused the Great Seal of the State 
of Maine to be hereunto affixed 
this fourth day of February in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-one and of the 
Independence of the United States 
of America, the one hundred and 
ninety-fifth. 
(Seal) 

JOSEPH T. EDGAR 
Secretary of State 

The Communications were read 
and ordered placed on file. 

On motion of Mr. Porter of Lin
coln, the following Resolution: 

RESOLVED, that Thomas E. 
Gagnon of Scarborough is hereby 
declared duly elected representa
tive to the One Hundred and Fifth 
Legislature. 

The Resolution was received out 
of order by unanimous consent, 
read and adopted. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
observes the presence in the Hall 
of the House of Representative
elect Thomas E. Gagnon 0 f 
Scarborough. The Chair will 
appoint the gentleman from South 
Portland, Mr. Gill, to escort the 
Representative-elect to the Gov
ernor and Council to take and sub
scribe the oaths necessary to 
qualify him as a member of the 
House. The Sergeant-at-Arms will 
escort Mr. Gill and the Repre
sentative-elect to the Executive 
suite. 

Subsequently, Mr. Gill reported 
that he had performed the duty 
with which he was charged and 
that Mr. Gagnon had taken and 
subscribe the oaths necessary to 
qualify him to enter upon his offi
cial duties. 

Whereupon, Mr. Gagnon of 
Scarborough was assigned to seat 
number 61 and he was appointed 
to the Joint Standing Committee 
on Liquor Control. 
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Papers from the Senate 
From the Senate: The following 

Communication: (S. P. 169) 
STATE OF MAINE 

MAINE EDUCATION COUNCIL 
February 1, 1971 

To the Honorable Senate and House 
of Representatives of the 105th 
Legislature: 

Transmitted herewith is the 
report on Collective Bargaining for 
Public Higher Education Personnel 
completed by the Maine Education 
Council at the direction of the 104th 
Legislature. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) 

LINCOLN T. FISH 
Lincoln T. Fish, Chairman 

Maine Education Council 
Came from the Senate read and 

with accompanying papers ordered 
placed on file. 

In the House, the Communication 
was read and with accompanying 
papers ordered placed on file in 
concurrence. 

From the Senate: The following 
Communication: (S. P. 184) 
MAINE STATE HI G HW A Y 

COMMISSION 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 

January 27, 1971 
To the Honorable Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
One Hundred and Fifth Legislature 

In accordance with the wishes 
of the 104th Maine Legislature as 
expressed in the provisions of L. 
D. 1189, An Act to Stu d y 
Desirability of Extending Route 161 
from st. Francis to Canada, the 
State Highway Commission here
with submits the enclosed report. 

Respectfully, 
Maine State Highway Commission 

David H. Stevens, Chairman 
Bertrand A. Lacharite 

Steven D. Shaw 
(Signed) 

BY: DAVID H. STEVENS 
David H. Stevens, Chairman 

Came from the Senate read and 
with accompanying papers ordered 
placed on file. 

In the House, the Communication 
was read and with accompanying 
papers ordered placed on file in 
concurrence. 

Bills and Resolutions from the 
Senate requiring reference were 
disposed of in concurrence. 

Report of Committee 
Ought to Pass 

Report of the Committee on 
Agriculture reporting "Ought to 
pass" on Bill An Act relating to 
Controlled Atmosphere S tor Ii g e 
Room for Apples" (S. P. 80) (L. 
D. 174) 

Came from the Senate with the 
Report read and accepted and the 
Bill passed to be engrossed. 

In the House, the Report was 
read and accepted in concurrence, 
the Bill read twice and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Petitions, Bills and Resolv.es 
Requiring Reference 

The following Bills were received 
and, upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Reference of Bills, 
were referred to the following 
Committees: 
Appropriations and Fin a n (~ i a 1 

Affairs 
Bill "An Act relating to Payment 

of Life Insurance Premiums of 
State Employees" <H. P. 447) 
(Presented by Mr. Kelley of 
Caribou) 

Bill "An Act Appropriating 
Funds for World Cup Races at 
Sugarloaf in 1971" (H. P. 472) 
(Presented by Mr. Martin of Eagle 
Lake) 

Bill "An Act Establishing a 
State-Municipal Revenue Sharing 
Program" (H. P. 448) (Presented 
by Mr. Porter of Lincoln) 

Bill "An Act to Provide Funds 
for the Construction and Equipping 
of a Maine Information Cent.er at 
Kittery" <H. P. 449) (Presented by 
Mr. Simpson of Standish) 

<ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Business Legislation 
Bill "An Act Amending Charter 

of Eliot and Kittery Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company" (H. P. 450) 
(Presented by Mr. Hodgdon of 
Kittery) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 
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County Government 
Bill "An Act Increasing Salaries 

of County Commissioners 0 f 
Penobscot County" (H. P. 451) 
(Presented by Mrs. Baker of 
Orrington) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Election Laws 
Bill "An Act to Eliminate the 

Straight Party Ballot in the 
Election Laws" (H. P. 452) 
(Presented by Mr. Gill of South 
Portland) 

<Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Health and Institutional Services 
Bill "An Act to Revise the 

Pharmacy Laws" (H. P. 453) 
(Presented by Mr. Gill of South 
Portland) 

Bill, "An Act relating to Meet
ings, Chairman and Employees of 
Boartd of Commissioners of the 
Profession of Pharma,cy" (H. P. 
454) (Presented by s'ame gentle
man) 

Bill "An Act to Abolish Claim 
by State Against Estates 0 f 
Deceased Recipients of Aid to the 
Aged, Blind and Disabled" (H. P. 
455) (Presented by Mr. Martin of 
Eagle Lake) 

<Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Judiciary 
Bill "An Act Revising Probate 

Rules and Blanks" (H. P. 456) 
(Presented by Mr. Hewes of Cape 
Elizabeth) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sale 
and Possession of LSD" (H. P. 457) 
(Presented by Mr. Marstaller of 
Freeport) 

Bill "An Act Revising the Laws 
Relating to the Maine S tat e 
Prison" (H. P. 458) (Presented by 
Mrs. McCormick of Union) 

Bill "An Act relating to Trespass 
on Certain Land Surrounding Lakes 
and Other Bodies of Water" (H. 
P. 459) (Presented by Mr. Simpson 
of Standish) 

Bill "An Act relating to 
Temporary Lodging in County Jails 
of Returnees from Entrustment 
and Juveniles Absent Wit h 0 u t 
Leave from Juvenile Institutions" 

(H. P. 460) (Presented by same 
gentleman) 

Bill "An Act relating to the 
Commitment of Persons t 0 
Correctional Centers" (H. P. 461) 
(Presented by same gentleman) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Labor 
Bill "An Act to Reg u I ate 

Industrial Homework" (H. P. 462) 
(Presented by Mrs. Doyle of 
Bangor) 

Bill "An Act relating to Entitle
ment to Compensation and Services 
under the Workmen's Compensa
tion Act" (H. P. 463) (Presented 
by Mr. McTeague of Brunswick) 

Bill "An Act relating t 0 
Testimony and Proceedings before 
the Industrial Accident Commis
sion" (H. P. 464) (Presented by 
same gentleman) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Natural Resources 
Bill "An Act to Aut h 0 r i z e 

Pollution-control Facilities to Be 
Financed by the Issue of Revenue 
Obligation Securities under the 
Municipal I n d u s t ria 1 and 
Recreational Obligations Act" (H. 
P. 465) (Presented by Mr. Henley 
of Norway) 

Bill "An Act relating to the 
Management of Solid Waste" (H. 
P. 466) (Presented by Mr. Marsh 
of Hampden) 

Bill "An Act relating to 
Municipal Regulation of Lan d 
Subdivisions" (H. P. 467 ) 
(Presented by Mr. Simpson of 
Standish) 

Bill "An Act relating to the 
Management of Solid Waste" (H. 
P. 468) (Presented by Mr. Smith 
of Waterville) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

State Government 
Bill "An Act relating to 

Executive Reorganization" (H. P. 
469) (Presented by Mr. Farrington 
of Old Orchard Beach) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 
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Taxation 
Bill "An Act relating to Taxation 

under Maine Income Tax Law of 
Pension Payments Granted by 
Other States" (H. P. 470) 
(Presented by Mr. Mills 0 f 
Eastport) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Transportation 
Bill "An Act relating to Riding 

in Trailers" (H. P. 471) (Presented 
by Mr. Simpson of Standish) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Orders 
On motion of Mr. Trask of Milo, 

it was 
ORDERED, that Mr. Emery of 

Auburn be excused from attend,. 
ance for the remainder of the 
week because of illness. 

House Reports of Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Mrs. Boudreau from the 
Committee on Election Law s 
reported "Ought not to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to the Time 
of Primary Elections" (H. P. 10) 
(L. D. 10) 

Mr. Collins from the Committee 
on Taxation reported same on Bill 
"An Act Exempting Gas for 
Cooking and Heating in Homes 
from Sales Tax" (H. P. 124) (L. 
D. 168) 

In accordance with Joint Rule 
17-A, were placed in the legislative 
files and sent to the Senate. 

Leave to Withdraw 
Mr. Ross from the Committee 

on Election Laws on Bill "An Act 
to Change the Primary Election 
Date to the First Tuesday after 
Labor Day" <H. P. 30) (L. D. 54) 
reported Leave to Withdraw. 

Mrs. Berry from the Committee 
on Health and Ins tit uti 0 n a I 
Services reported same on Bill "An 
Act Regulating the Use of Elec
trolysis for the Removal of Hair" 
<H. P. 66) (L. D. 107) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence .. 

Ought to Pass in New Draf1; 
New Draft Printed 

Mr. Hancock from the 
Committee on Election Laws on 
Bill "An Act relating to Voter 
Registration for Certain Members 
of the Armed Forces" (H. P. 13) 
(L. D. 13) reported same in a new 
draft m. P. 473) (L. D. 514) under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Report was read and accepted, 
the New Draft read twice and 
tomorrow assigned. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bills 

Mr. Cottrell from the Committee 
on Taxation reported "Ought to 
pass" on Bill "An Act to Provide 
an Effective Income Tax Warrant 
Procedure" m. P. 163) (L. D. 220) 

Same gentleman from same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act Exempting C e r t a i n 
Scientific Laboratories from the 
Sales and Use Tax" (H. P. 168) 
(L. D. 224) 

Mr. Finemore from sam e 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Redemption 
of Cig·areUe '.Vax Stamps" (H. P. 
167) (L. D. 223) 

Mr. Ross from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to Payment of Tax by Use 
Fuel Dealers" (H. P. 166) (L. D. 
222) 

Mr. Trask from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to Voluntary Sales Tax 
Registrants" (H. P. 162) (L. D. 
216) 

Reports were read and accepted, 
the Bills read twice and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act to Correct an Error 

in Filing Fee for a Financing State
ment Under Uniform Commercial 
Code" (S. P. 1) (L. D. 15) 

Bill "An Act relating to 
Wit n e sse sin W 0 r k men's 
Compensation Hearings" (S. P. 61) 
(L. D. 93) 

Bill "An Act to Clarify and 
Revise the Maine State Retirement 
Law" <H. P. 88) (L. D. 128) 
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Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Resolution Proposing an Amend
ment to the Constitution to Reduce 
the Voting Age to Eighteen Years 
<H. P. 35) (L. D. 67) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading and 
read the second time. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Wayne, Mr. Ault. 

Mr. AULT: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: Because I do not believe 
the majority of the IS-year olds 
are ready to assume the right to 
vote; and because they have not 
yet begun to earn their own way, 
to pay their own taxes, or to 
assume the responsibilities of adult 
life; and because I do not agree 
with the Congress of the United 
States with its granting the 18-
year old the right to vote; and 
because I have yet to see strong 
support for granting this right 
from others than the IS-year old, 
I hereby move that this resolution 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of 
the gentleman from Wayne, Mr. 
Ault, that Resolution Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution to 
Reduce the Voting Age to Eighteen 
Years be indefinitely postponed. 
The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Orono, Mr. Curtis. 

Mr. CURTIS: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I rise to oppose the motion, 
and to support the passage of 
Legislative Document Number 67, 
a Resolution proposing an Amend
ment to the Constitution to reduce 
the voting age to eighteen years. 

I am particularly pleased that 
my maiden speech in the House 
concerns a subject of such great 
importance to the future of our 
very democratic system. 

The Resolution is, I think, the 
first truly landmark legislation to 
appear before this House. It is a 
credit to the diligence and the 
effectiveness of this body that a 
measure of such import is before 
us so soon. 

The 104th Legislature proposed 
a Constitutional Amendment to 
lower the voting age in Maine to 
twenty. The people of Maine rati
fied that Amendment by a vote 
of 167,000 to 117,000, with almost 
sixty percent of the voters approv
ing the change. I am confident that 
the people will also ratify a further 
extension of the franchise to 
eighteen and nineteen year olds, 
and they will have their chance 
to vote next November if this 
passes. 

But, if this legislation does not 
pass, then we will have two classes 
of voters, one for federal and an
other for State and local elections. 
That would result in expense to 
the municipalities and confusion to 
the people. 

It is suggested that the United 
States Supreme Court has put the 
states in an untenable position with 
its ruling. Like many 0 the r 
Representatives, I am not totally 
pleased with the recent decision of 
the Court. But the problems of 
expense to the government and 
divided decisions of the Supreme 
Court are subsidiary issues. 

The real issue, and the unique 
opportunity that L.D. 67 presents, 
is to expand the electorate to give 
the franchise to those young people 
who now feel alienated from their 
government and fro m the 
decision - making process. 

The age of civic maturity is an 
arbitra'ry age. Each member of 
this House must decide if eighteen 
is a reasonable age. 

My own opinion, based upon 
experience on campuses and with 
the military in Vietnam, is that 
eighteen and nineteen year old men 
and women are capable, concerned 
citizens who will exercise the fran
chise with care. These people take 
an intensive interest in the activi
ties of their government. The 
words that we speak today - and 
our actions - as reported by the 
press corps, will be read at mail 
call by thousands of Maine men 
and women in uniform throughout 
the world, from the mid-Atlantic 
to South Vietnam. 

I never met a serviceman who 
did not cherish his vote, or, if he 
were too young to vote, be bitter 
that he did not have the right to 
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cast a ballot and have a voice in 
stateside policy - making. Now is 
our chance to rectify this injustice. 

The right to vote is the basic 
civic right and has been of unique 
importance to free men in the 
history of democratic institutions. 
Expansion of the franchise has 
been achieved in many steps, each 
of great significance in making the 
government responsive to the 
governed. 

The last time large numbers of 
the population were brought into 
the electorate was with the 
adoption of the Nineteenth Amend
ment to the United States Constitu
tion, pro v i din g for Wom,an's 
Suffrage. The advantages of so 
broadening the electorate in 1919 
have been tremendous and highly 
beneficial to our State and her 
people. 

Now we again have the oppor
tunity to bring into the electorate 
a segment of the population that 
has amply demonstrated its 
interest in public policies. 

Let us respond to the concern 
of our young people with confi
dence in their abilities and equal 
confidence in the future of our 
State and our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my col
leagues to vote negative, to defeat 
the motion that is on the floor. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Because 
the gentleman from Orono, Mr. 
Curtis, was not a member of this 
august body, I would like to set 
the record straight insofar as the 
last session is concerned. 

For the third time I presented 
at the last session a measure that 
would urge the Legislature to allow 
the people to decide whether or 
not we should have 18 - year - old 
voting. Like the gentleman from 
Orono, Mr. Curtis, and others, I 
feel very strongly in the area that 
the man of 18 and the woman of 
18 today should be given that privi
lege. And there are s eve r a I 
hundreds of words in the record 
of the Legislature to attest to that 
fact. 

The measure that was finally 
passed, as opposed by the majority 
of the majority party at the last 
session for 18 years, finally came 
out with an amendment that was 
proposed by me for 20 - year - old 
voting. I am happy to see one of 
the majority of the majority finally 
agree with me. 

When the vote is taken, Mr. 
Speaker, I move it be taken by 
the yeas and nays. And I certainly 
hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Wayne, Mr. Ault will not 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Eastport, Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I have been interested in 
this movement for the last five 
or six years. I find it very com
patible with the progress of Maine. 
Also we are missing one point here. 
If we vote to indefinitely postpone 
this measure, we are denying the 
voters of the State of Maine the 
right to vote on this issue, which 
is very important to their families. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Enfield, Mr. Dudley. 

Mr. DUDLEY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This 
measure has been before us on 
many occasions, and I don't want 
to discriminate against any age 
group whether it be 18 or older. 

I probably know as many young 
people as any of you members. 
I look at that in a somewhat dif
ferent light. I see it in this manner. 

The young people that I 
represent - and I am well known 
in my community as having been 
a legislator for some time. I am 
well known amongst young people, 
and none of them have asked me 
for the passage of this bill. And 
as a matter of fact, they don't 
feel that it should pass, those that 
I have talked with. 

However, the ones that seem to 
want it passed for some reason 
are the used car dealers, the 
people in the liquor industry, and 
these type of people. I think they 
see a chance where by this they 
can liberalize such things as drink-
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ing establishments, and things of 
this nature. 

I feel that this may be a step 
in the wrong direction. And I could 
go on here for some time. I see 
nothing wrong if you are going to 
start lowering it, I see some ten -
year olds that have a lot of knowl
edge, probably could put a cross 
after a ballot, and probably could 
get it right directly in the square. 
And I see some of the older people, 
when they voted in this last elec
tion, couldn't even get the cross 
in the square. So if you are talking 
in this method of being able to 
vote. I am quite sure most ten -
year olds could put the cross in 
the square. 

But I think there is more in
volved than just putting this cross 
within the square. So this should 
be considered. And there is really 
more at stake than just voting. 
And the cry for voting isn't from 
the young people. And I have been 
affiliated with all the you t h 
organizations and things in my 
area. And as a matter of fact, 
I had it taken up in the district 
school at Howland two years ago 
when we voted, and their thinking 
was quite unanimous that there 
was no need; that most of them 
would rather get their education 
and devote their time to furthering 
their education, rather than getting 
involved in the politics at too young 
an age. 

And these are a few of the things 
that I think that it's probably 
wrong to lower the voting age. And 
I don't see any particular age 
bracket that you could use, or you 
could say 16 or 17. And I think 
the House has done a very good 
job. They lowered it only last year 
to 20. 

And I don't think it is so impor
tant when they vote for candidates. 
I am sure that my opponents would 
have it rather hard to get more 
of the young vote than I would 
in my community. But I don't think 
this is an issue. The issue is 
whether they want to vote or not 
in most cases. I am talking about 
the vast majority, not just a few 
rabble rousers. So I certainly 
would support the motion of the 
gentleman to indefinitely postpone 
this measure. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Augusta, Mr. Bustin. 

Mr. BUSTIN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise to 
oppose the motion to indefinitely 
postpone this bill. As most Mem
bers of the House are aware, that 
Representative Curtis's bill i s 
identical to the one that was filed 
by myself, Representative Lucas 
from Portland, and Representative 
Smith from Dover - Foxcroft. 

I am sure the gentleman from 
Enfield is aware that this issue 
has nothing to do with adult rights. 
The problem that we are consider
ing today is whether the franchise 
should be extended in state and 
municipal elections. The Supreme 
Court has already ruled that 18-
year olds may vote for President 
and Congress. It is inconceivable 
to me that Maine should have two 
classes of voters; one that is voting 
for selectman and representative 
and state senator, and the other 
that is voting for Congressman and 
President of the United States. 

The gentleman from Eastport, 
Mr. Mills, has pointed out that 
what we are proposing in this 
particular piece of legislation is 
that the people of Maine decide in a 
referendum in 1971, in November, 
as to whether or not the vote 
should be extended to 18-year olds 
in state and municipal elections. 
This would bring 35,000 more young 
Maine people into the voting booths 
in 1972. 

If we do not pass legislation of 
this kind, and if the people do turn 
down in the November referendum, 
then we are going to be faced with 
administrative chaos at the local 
level. We will have to have two 
separate voting lists, two separate 
ballots, two separate voting booths. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close 
by reading a quote in the Maine 
Sunday Telegram of January 10, 
1971: 

"Maine has the u n des e I' v e d 
reputation of being an 'old people's 
state'. This unjustified i mag e 
harms Maine. For the fact is that. 
for many years, Maine has had 
the youngest Governor of any state 
in the union. Once our youngest 
governor (John Reed) was Republi
can; another time (Curtis, in his 
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first term) was a Democrat. The 
I05th Maine Legislature, now in 
session, has three college students 
among its members. Maine should 
make more capital about the young 
people who hold high position in 
public and private business in our 
state. 

"One way for Maine to give 
present proof that Maine wants 
young people to live and work in 
Maine, and wants young people to 
help run our state is to give the 
18 - year old people of Maine the 
right to vote in Maine elections." 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: The C h air 

recognizes the gentleman from 
Eagle Lake, Mr. Martin. 

Mr. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: Obviously, many people are 
expressing their views on this issue 
today because we are concerned 
with the problems that will face 
us if we don't do something about 
it. I suppose I could stand in front 
of you and argue that the Demo· 
cratic party has had· this in its 
platform for 20 years. I suppose 
I could stand in front of you and 
argue that it could save Maine 
$80,000. I suppose I could stand 
in front of you and argue that cer
tainly the office of selectman is 
a little less important than the 
office of President. 

But let me make one basic point, 
and I think it is perhaps the most 
important one, which has already 
been made, but ought to be empha
sized again. And that is that we 
are not deciding today as to 
whether or not to give IS-year olds 
the right to vote. We are merely 
deciding as to whether or not we 
will let the people we represent 
have the right to d e t e r min e 
whether or not we will give 18-year 
olds the right to vote. 

This is the issue today. It is not 
whether or not today we are giving 
them the right to vote. And we 
ought, in my opinion, to let them 
decide, and to let them speak for 
themselves in November of this 
year. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from Old 
Town, Mr. Binnette. 

Mr. BINNETTE: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 

House: In the 102nd I proposed a 
similar measure which didn't get 
off the ground. It just stayed right 
there. But now that Congress has 
seen fit that we should lower the 
voting age, I must heartily agree 
with my neighbor, Mr. Curtis, from 
Orono, that his remarks were 
well presented. And I really be
lieve that we should stop and think 
that we are going to let the people 
make the decision. If we do drop 
this measure, the people will not 
have a chance to express them
selves in the electorate. So I there
fore urge you people to allow this 
measure to go through. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Dover - Foxcroft, Mr. Smith. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I won't 
belabor the points that have bE,en 
made here today before. I 
would note that it has been stated 
on many arguments that they are 
better educated at 18 years of age 
today than they ever have been be
fore, and all of the other argu
ments that have been made about 
the inefficiencies of local govern
ment administration, particularly 
during elections. 

I would like to make one point, 
however. I would agree with Mr. 
Dudley that this measure, if it 
were passed in final enactment by 
referendum in November, would 
perhaps only affect just a small 
minority of the people of 18 years 
of age. I would like to point out, 
as I pointed out in the committee 
hearing on this bill earlier, that 
this is a most important minority 
of our countrymen. For these are 
the people that believe in the so • 
called system, who think it can 
work, who want to get involved 
in it, who want to learn about it. 
For out of this group, this small 
minority, will come our leaders of 
tomorrow, the senators and Ithe 
governors and the presidents. 

I think that today, not acting in 
a final kind of a way, we ought 
to, in this body, show that we trust 
them, show that we believe in 
them, show that we can give thl~m 
support in their belief in OUr own 
democratic processes. And if we 
don't, when young people come up 
to me - and there have been some 
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ask me to sponsor this bill, as I 
did earlier - when they come up 
to me and they say, "Why didn't 
the House let this go to the 
people?" I really don't know what 
I am going to be able to say. For 
to them this is going to be the 
epitome of hypocrisy, I am sure. 
They are going to say, "Why can't 
we vote for governor if We can 
vote for president? Why can't we 
vote for legislator if we can vote 
for United States senator." So for 
those who would question their 
motivation, for those who would 
fear the real concern of these 
young people, for those who would 
question their trustworthiness, I 
would say be at ease; for those 
who will take advantage of it are 
truly citizens, concerned and able. 
Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Lincoln, Mr. Porter. 

Mr. PORTER: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: Last summer when the 
Republican platform was presented 
to the convention, you will 
remember it urged the 20 - year -
old vote. However, since that time 
the 18 - year - old vote has been 
decided by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. And I would 
remind my Republican colleagues 
that the Republican State Com
mittee favors giving the vote to 
the l8-year olds. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Lubec, Mr. Donaghy. 

Mr. DONAGHY: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I do not wish to belabor 
this point any further. However, 
I would remind this House that 
not only the Republican State Com
mittee is fully behind this move, 
but this is the unanimous vote of 
your State Government Committee. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Norway, Mr. Henley. 

Mr. HENLEY: Mr. Speaker 
andLadies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I know all of you that have 
been here for two or three terms 
would be disappointed if I didn't 
get up and talk on this, at least 
briefly. 

I have consistently opposed the 
lowering of the voting age. I shall 
continue to until the last .gun is 
fired. I can't change my ideas just 
because it so happens that, I 
believe, political motivations in 
Congress decided that they wanted 
more people in their electorate. 

I cannot change my mind be
cause it so happened that in the 
interpretation of the United States 
Constitution, Justice Black, in his 
statement, stated that the manner 
and time and place of voting shall 
be decided by the states, but can 
be changed by the Federal govern
ment. Their interpretation was that 
word "time". They interpreted it 
that it meant the age. Possibly it 
does. Nevertheless, four out of the 
nine justices did not agree, and 
had one other justice decided that 
that interpretation was not so, you 
would not have had your present 
finding of the Supreme Court. 

Now I am in no position to say 
that our august bodies in Washing
ton, or the Supreme Court, are 
wrong in their judgment. Certainly 
I don't claim to have all kinds 
of knowledge. But it still does not 
change my basic belief regarding 
the responsibilities of youth. 

I have no quarrel with youth. 
I have listened this morning to 
some eloquent, emotional oratory, 
very fine oratory. The reasons 
given in some cases, I feel, are 
very fair. In other cases, I think 
that they are falling back on two 
subterfuges. 

One, we are passing the buck 
because the Congress and the 
Supreme Court have decided which 
will be the law, that l8-year olds 
can vote in Fedeal elections, then 
of course we should go along and 
because of that capitulate, and all 
of us vote for the 18 - year old 
to vote in State elections. That I 
say is one of the subterfuges. 

Another one is something that 
I have listened to many times, I 
have argued against, and that is, 
we should let this go to the people. 
How many times I have sat here 
and listened to debaters saying 
that all we ask is let it go to 
the people, let the people make 
the decision. 

What are we elected for but to 
make decisions here? As to the 
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making of decisions, and sending 
out things to referendum, I don't 
know as there is anyone thing 
that I or this body has been criti
cized more for in sending volumi
nous referenda to the people. I ask 
them about things. They say, "We 
elect you to make our decisions. 
We want you, you are down there, 
you know what is going on, we 
consider thalt you have mature 
judgment." I think that I have. 
"We want you to make our 
decisions, and we will either agree 
with you or we will not. If we 
do not, you won't go back to, the 
Legislature." That is what they tell 
me. 

Now I would like to commend 
Mr. Ault. He is a young man. He 
has taken a stand, and I certainly 
back him to the hilt. He has given 
good argument. I feel that both he 
and I and my friend, Mr. Dudley 
from Enfield, are fighting a lost 
cause in the same way that I have 
fought a losing battle through two 
sessions here, and probably will in 
in this one, to stave off the trend 
towards complete socialism in this 
country, and in this state as well 
as in the country. That is another 
matter. But I feel I am not a de
featist exactly. If I was, I wouldn't 
even have gotten up. I certainly 
support Mr. Ault's motion to in
definitely postpone. 

One other point, the point that 
I think Mr. Dudley mentioned it, 
is the age. People say, "What is 
so magic about 21?" We argue, 
what is so magic about 20? Now 
what is so magic about 18? 

Last September I was asked to 
explain state government to a 
group of children in grade school. 
One of their teachers up our way 
is very interested in the running 
of state government. And by the 
way, I think that class - I will 
tell you presently what the class 
was - is getting more instruction 
in state government than any other 
school in the State of Maine. 

I inquired of high schoolers about 
their knowledge in state govern
ment at various Kiwanis meetings 
when we had Key Clubbers there. 
I said, "Do you have a course any
where in high school on state 
government?" They said no. I said, 

"What do you get about govern
ment?" They said, "In history we 
get a little about national govern
ment, and that is all." Now the 
college students, the higher eduea
tion, do get political science if they 
go after it. If they do not go after 
it, I wonder how much they get 
on government. 

Now that, ladies and gentlemen, 
is the background and the founda
tion. Now to return to my t;11k 
before this group. It was a Im;ge 
class, and I put in all the forenoon 
explaining state government, its 
procedures, its authority, the 
governor, the legislature, and the 
judiciary. This group were fourth 
graders. 

Now out of that we finally 
arrived, through the process of 
elimination, about 22 children out 
of nearly a hundred that were 
really interested. That is a 
minority. And that is the minority 
that Mr. Dudley speaks about. 

We have a small minority of 18, 
19 and 20 - year olds in my area 
that are definitely interested. The 
vast majority are not. So I have 
more or less stated my stand. And 
I certainly support and will vote 
for indefinite postponement of this 
bill. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Bangor, Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. KELLEHER: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: In the 104th, when the :::0 -
year-old vote came in here, I voted 
with it with some reluctance. And 
this morning, as far as the 18-
year - old vote is concerned, I am 
going to support the gentleman, 
Mr. Ault's motion. I do feel that 
I don't think that they are at an 
age where they can go and vote 
for such an important issue, w:lth
out giving them the adult rights. 

I am never usually disappointed 
when I read the papers on 
measures that come out 0 f 
Washington. It seems as though 
every month they are always pass
ing something that disturbs me. 
And I don't always think that the 
great minds down there, as Mr. 
Henley from Norway has stated, it 
seems that it is like a political 
football. 
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For years and years the majority 
party in this House has always 
been opposed to 18 - year olds, and 
now all of a sudden it seems to 
be the proper thing to be a sup
porter. Well, I know it is in my 
party's platform, and there are a 
number of things in it that I can't 
always agree with. And certainly 
I am not going to agree with some 
of the things that are going to be 
presented as far as my party is 
concerned. . 

I know that they are in favor 
of this just like the opposition party 
is. Well, that is all right. I don't 
know about you people, but I have 
talked to a number of people back 
home concerning this. And I have 
yet to hear any of them say they 
are in favor of it. So if this indefi
nite postponement motion doesn't 
succeed, I feel quite sure that when 
the voters get it, they are going 
to turn it down. 

So as far as saving some money, 
I think we ought to take the man's 
suggestion right here, and indefi
nitely postpone it this morning. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Brewer, Mr. Norris. 

Mr. NORRIS: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I reside just across the 
river from my dear friend Mr. 
Kelleher, and apparently the citi
zens, or my constituents, are 
exactly opposite to his. Because 
they are practically 100 percent in 
favor of the 18-y'ear olds getting 
the vote. And I would ask two 
questions, if he would care to 
answer, from Mr. Henley. Did I 
understand him to say that he was 
talking to a group of fourth grade 
students? And the other one would 
be, that in order to change the 
Constitution, I understand we do 
have to go to the people in referen
dum. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Whitson. 

Mr. WHITSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise in 
opposition to the i n d e fin i t e 
postponement of this bill. I believe 
the people of this state should have 
the right to decide when it is 
provided on a question of this 
importance. 

It is my feeling that the youth 
of our nation are asked, and serve 
willingly. But they serve without 
a voice. In many ways this is a 
form of taxation wit h 0 u t 
representation. 

Many of our young recognize 
this, and some of them are becom
ing alienated from the system. My 
personal feeling is that the voting 
age should be lowered. But it must 
go before the people of this state, 
and I request my fellow legislators 
to vote accordingly. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Norway, Mr. Henley. 

Mr. HENLEY: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies lind Gentlemen of the 
House: I won't take much time. 
I just wanted to answer my friend 
Mr. Norris from Brewer. Probably 
what I failed to state regarding 
the fourth graders is, I was trying 
to show that if we are interested 
in giving minority groups who are 
interested in government the vote, 
to be a bit facetious, why do we 
say 18? Why not anyone who can 
talk and write? They were fourth 
graders, and they were more 
interested and had more knowledge 
of state government than these 18 
and 19 - year - old Kiwanis boys 
that I talked to in Kiwanis. That 
was my point there. 

My other point in going before 
the people. Sure, if we vote it it 
has got to go before the people 
to be ratified. But unless there is 
an overwhelming bunch of signa
tures, as I understand it, it does 
not have to go before the people 
if it is killed here. 

The SPEAKER: The C h air 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I have 
found myself in a,ccord with the 
very sincere and good legislator 
from Norway, Mr. Henley. In this 
particular instance here, it must 
be remembered that the Constitu
tion of this state was drafted in 
1820, and somewhere along the line 
between 1820 and 1971 we have had 
a few changes. 

And the only way we can allow 
people to have a voice - and I 
assure you one thing that the 
gentleman from Norway, Mr. Hen-
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ley, unlike me, is very fortunate. 
Because believe me, I am given 
no blank check, and I don't assume 
that I am given a blank check 
by my people when they send me 
here. The only way this measure 
can finally - and since 1948 I have 
tried to get this measure - off 
and on - to go before the people. 
And the only way that it can ever 
get to the people is by passage 
here. 

And I certainly hope that finally 
we can decide one thing. If we 
are going to talk about economy, 
let's go at it in this direction here. 
Just imagine the amount of money 
that has been spent by having a 
bill printed time and again - hear
ings, which cost money, time of 
debate, which costs money, as 
compared to letting this go to the 
people once and for all and have 
them decide whether they want to 
make the change. 

The SPEAKER: For the Chair 
to order a roll call it must have 
the expressed desire of one fifth 
of the members present and voting 
All members deSiring a roll call 
vote will vote yes; those opposed 
will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, 
and more than one fifth of the 
members present having expressed 
a desire for a roll call, a roll call 
was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The pending 
question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Wayne, Mr. Ault, 
that House Paper 35, L. D. 67, 
Resolution Proposing an Amend
ment to the Constitution to Reduce 
the Voting Age to Eighteen Years 
be indefinitely postponed. If you 
are in favor of indefinite postpone
ment you will vote yes; if you are 
opposed to indefinite postponement 
you will vote no. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA-Ault, Baker. Barnes, Birt, 

Cottrell, Dudley, Henley, Kelleher, 
Kelley, K. F.; Lincoln, Lizotte, 
Mosher, Page, Rocheleau, Trask. 

NAY - Albert, Bailey, Bartlett, 
Bedard, Bernier. Berry, G. W.; 
Berube, Binnette, Bither, Boud
reau, Bourgoin, Bragdon, Brawn. 
Brown. Bunker, BuS'tin, Call. Gar
ey, Carrier, Garter, Churchill, 
Clark, Clemente, Collins, Conley, 

Cooney, Cote, Crosby, Cummings, 
Curran, em·tis, A. P.; Curtis, T. S., 
Jr.; Gyr, Donaghy, Dow, Doyle, 
Drigotas, Dy,ar, Emery, D. F.; 
Evans, Farrington, Fecteau, Fi.ne
more, Fraser, Gagnon, Gauthier, 
Genest, Gill, Good, Goodwin, Hall, 
Hancock, Hardy, Haskell, Hawk
ens, Hayes, Herrick, Hewes, Hodg
don, Immonen, Jalbert, Jutras, 
Kelltly, P. S.; Kelley, R. P.; Keyte, 
Kilroy, LawrY,Lebel, Lee, IJes
sardo Lewin, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lucas, Lund. Lynch, MacLeod, 
Maddox, Mahany, Manchester, 
Marsh, Marstaller, Martin, Mc
Closkey, McCormick, McKinnon, 
McNally, McTeague, Millett. Mi:lls, 
Morrell, Murray. Norris, O'Brien, 
Orestis, Parks, Payson, Porter, 
Pratt, Rand, Rollins, Ross, San
toro, Scott. Shaw, Sheltra, Shute, 
Silverman, Simpson, L. E.; Simp
son. T. R.; SLane, Smith, D. M.; 
Smith, E. H.; Stal'bird, Stillings, 
Theriault, Tyndale, Vincent. Web
ber, Wheeler, White, Whitson, 
Wight, Williams. Wood, M. W.; 
Wood, M. E.; Woodbury. 

ABSENT ~ Berry, P. P.: Dam, 
Emery, E. M.; Faucher, Hanson, 
Pontbriand. Susi, Tangua,y. 

Yes, 15; No, 127; Absent, 8. 
The SPEAKER: 15 having vot

ed in the affirmative and 127 hav
ing voted in the negative, the nio
tion does not prevail. 

Thereupon, the Resolution was 
passed to be engrossed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
Emergency Measure 

Resolve Providing Funds for 
Conservation Education (S. P. 64) 
(L. D. 129) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a total was taken. 131 voted 
in favor of same and 3 against, 
and accordingly the Resolve was 
finally passed, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act relating to Use of Money 

Received by the Penobscot Bay 
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and River Pilotage Commission (S. 
P. 10) (L. D. 38) 

An Act relating to Political 
Advertisements on State Property 
(H. P. 18) (L. D. 27) 

An Act to Protect Endangered 
Species of Fish and Wildlife (H. 
P. 45) (L. D. 77) 

An Act relating to Judges' 
Instructions in Comparative Negli
gence Actions tH. P. 69) (L. D. 
110) 

An Act Changing Name of Pine 
Tree Chapter of the Construction 
Specifications Institute, Inc. (H. P. 
74) (L. D. 115) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The Chair laid before the Hose 

the first tabled and today assigned 
matter: 

An Act relating to the Content of 
Motor Vehicle Operators' Licenses 
tH. P. 4) (L. D. 4) 

Tabled - February 2, by Mr. 
Emery of Rockland. 

Pending Passage to be 
enacted. 

Thereupon, passed to be enacted, 
signed by the Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Marstaller of Freeport was 
granted unanimous consent t 0 

address the House. 
Mr. MAR S TAL L E R: Mr. 

Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen 
of the House: Seldom has material 
left on our desk created a greater 
adverse reaction than this folder 
about a new Maine Information 
Center. The Center's appearance, 
location and cost make you wonder 
about the people in the Department 
of Economic Development that 
conceived it. 

One Member of this House 
described it well as an "outhouse 
complex." The appearance and 
design remind me of nothing 
beautiful or practical that fits our 
environment. 

One of the successes of our 
present information building is that 
the visitor entering Maine sees it 
and recognizes what it is, and can 

easily stop and visit. The proposed 
location of this new building is 
back in the woods, where it will 
not be easily seen from the high
way and we will have to have 
billboards to tell people it is there, 
and what is available. 

If there is just a sign saying 
"Information", most visitors will 
pass it by, because they will 
assume it is a bulletin board type 
information found in rest areas in 
many states. And by the time they 
see that it is a building they will 
be past the entrance. 

We need an information center, 
and I want to vote for a practical 
one. So I hope we will be presented 
with a proposal suited to the needs 
of our state, and our visitors. 

I comment on this proposal at 
this time so that the people in
volved will have time to prepare 
alternative preliminary plans to 
present to the committee when 
there is a public hearing. If the 
consider,ation is only on this plan, 
I am afraid the project is lost. 
And I don't want that to happen. 

I have a little booklet called 
"The SpeCialist" that tells how to 
cut half - moons in doors in the 
proper location and other practical 
information, and I will loan it to 
the Department of E con 0 m i c 
Development if they would like to 
have it. Thank you. 

Mr. Simpson of Standish was 
granted unanimous consent t 0 
address the House. 

Mr. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a new 
member of this august body it 
disturbs me greatly to see an 
attempt made to debate an issue 
on this Floor before any legislative 
document for the issue has been 
assigned, or presented before an 
appropriate committee. 

If it is the desire of this body 
to debate the pros and cons of 
this issue out of order, then I am 
fully prepared, as the proposal's 
sponsor, to present a comprehen
sive picture as to why this pro
posed information center deserves 
your support. 

Such a proposal would include 
the following: the history behind 
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the proposal, the task for c e 
presenting the proposal, the need, 
the design and the feelings behind 
it, the architect, the affiliation of 
the select task force in the State 
Highway Commission, the overall 
function of the building, the role 
of the Maine Publicity Bureau in 
the building, the road count, loca
tion of building, including the 
ecology and the contours and the 
elevation, visibility of building 
from the highway, maintenance of 
the building, operation of the build
ing, traffic throughout the building, 
cost, overall savings in dollars to 
the state; yes, the number of 
toilets in the rest area, and also 
the role of the DED in this particu
lar issue. 

And yes, let's mention the DED, 
because isn't this really the real 
controversial point which many of 
you are considering? I can promise 
you the information is available to 
you upon asking, and will be on 
your desk at the appropriate time. 
Meanwhile, I would ask you to 

realize that this proposed building 
and legislation seriously affects 
every industry regardless of ~iize 
in this state. It also directly affects 
the entire economy of this state, 
and should therefore be debated 
and supported on its merits, needs 
and functions, and not on its 
affiliation with the Department of 
Economic Development. 

Further, I have serious reserva
tions about many of the other bills 
which I have before me, but have 
no intention of questioning or 
debating them before this body 
prior to committee h ear i n g s. 
Therefore, as the sponsor of this 
proposed legislation I respectfully 
ask that this body deliberate and 
act upon this issue with respect 
to Joint Rule 19 instead of out of 
order as it is today. 

On motion of Mr. Porter of Lin
coln, 

Adjourned until nine - thirty 
o'clock tomorrow morning. 


