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SENATE

Friday, June 7, 1963

Senate called ito order by the Pres-
ident.

Prayer by the Rev. Edward F.
Allen of Augusta.

On motion by Mr. Campbell of
Kennebec, the Journal of yesterday
was read and approved.

The PRESIDENT: Will young Da-
vid Jacques please stand?

The Senate is happy indeed to
welcome young David Jacques to
the Senate Chamber. Of course he
is the son of the Senator from An-
droscoggin, Senator Jacques. We are
pleased to appoint him an honorary
page for the day. (Applause)

The PRESIDENT: Would the Ser-
geant-at-Arms please escort the Sen-
ator from Aroostook, Senator Ed-
munds to the well of the Senate
Chamber?

Mr. Edmunds was escorted to the
well of the Senate Chamber by the
Sergeant-at-Arms.

The PRESIDENT: We have been
informed that even senators from
Aroostook have birthdays and that
this is yours. We won't even in-
quire as to how many years old you
are. You have heard many adjec-
tives used in connection with your
name, most of which are compli-
mentary. You have been called the
workhorse of the session, you cer-
tainly have been the wheelhorse, and
some day you may be a dark horse.
But, regardless of all of these
things, you have gained the respect
of everybody for your ability.

Enough of this serious conversa-
tion. We are aware of your illness
and how it has caused you discom-
fort. We hope there will not be a
recurrence, but to assist you in fin-
ishing the days of this session with
the residual effect of your illness we
have a gift for you. Will the pages
please present the gift. We all say,

“Happy Birthday”’, Perrin. (A p-
plause)

Mr. EDMUNDS: Thank you very
kindly.

Mr. Edmunds of Arocostook was
granted unanimous consent fo ad-
dress the Senate,

Mr. EDMUNDS: First, Mr, Presi-
dent, I thought I had kept my birth-
day a secret and I am surprised
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that somebody found out that I am
98 years old today, but I certainly
do appreciate the consideration of
my colleagues in recognizing the
fact this morning, and I want you
to know that I thank each and ev-
ery one of you very, very much.

I did have some other remarks to
make, which is the reason why I
asked unanimous consent to briefly
address the Senate.

When the announcement was made
yvesterday that we would not have
a Monday afternoon session it was
the thinking of the leadership that
the House would be out in sufficient
time yesterday afternoon so that the
Appropriations Committee could
meet and finalize the supplemental
budget and the supplemental budget
could be ready to be in the IHouse
this morning. i was a physical im-
possibility for the budget office to
do the necessary work in making
the necessary revisions and getting
it printed, so it became apparent
that it could not be in the House
until this coming Monday. For that
reason, and also because of the
fact that we have many conference
committees who have indicated that
they want to work Monday after-
noon to resolve disagreeing actions,
it has become necessary to change
the schedule so that we will have
a session at four o’clock on Mon-
day afternoon.

Mr. President, under suspension of
the rules I present an order and
move its passage.

On motion by Mr. Edmunds of
Aroostook, out of order and under
suspension of the rules,

ORDERED, the House concurring,
that when the Senate and House ad-
journ, they adjourn to meet on Mon-
day, June 10 at four o’clock in the
afternoon. (S. P. 619)

Which was read and passed.

Sent forthwith to the House for
concurrence.

House Papers
Non-concurrent matter
Bill, “‘An Act Relating to Match-
ing State Funds with Local Cham-
bers of Commerce to Obtain New
and Aid Expansion of Present In-
dustries.” (5. P. 47) (L. D. 97
In Senate, June 4, Bill Substituted
for the Report, June 5, passed to
be engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment “A’ (S-265)
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Comes from the House, Reports
and Bill indefinitely postponed in
non-concurrence,

In the Senate, on motion by Mr.
Lovell of York, the Senate voted to
insist on its former action and ask
for a Committee of Conference.

Bill, ‘““An Act Relating to Estab-
lishment of a Personnel Law for
Certain Employees of the City of
Lewiston.” (H. P. 544) (L. D. 801)

In House, June 3, passed to be
engrossed.

In Senate, June 4, indefinitely post-
poned in non-concurrence.

Comes from the House, that body
having insisted and asked for a
Committee of Conference.

In the Semate, on motion by Mr.
Couture of Androscoggin, the Senate
voted to adhere.

Bill, ‘““An Act Relating to Defi-
ciency Appropriation for Division of
Veterans Affairs.” (H. P. 407) (L.
D. 560)

In House, June 3, passed to be
engrossed.

In Senate, June 4, Ought not to
pass report accepted in non-concur-
rence.

Comes from the House that body
having insisted .and asked for a Com-
mittee of Conference.

In the Senate, that body voted to
insist and join in the Committee of
Conference. The President appointed
as Senate conferees: Senators
Campbell of Kennebec, Brown of
Hancock and Edmunds of Aroostook.

Bill, ““An Act to Reorganize the
Department of Economic Devel-
opment.” (H. P. 1089) (L. D. 1561)

In House, June 3, passed to be
engrossed as amended by House
Amendment A.

In Senate, June 5, passed to be
engrossed without Amendment, in
Non-concurrence.

Comes from the House, that body
having insisted and asked for a
Committee of Conference.

In the Senate, on motion by Mr,
Lovell of York, the Senate voted to
insist on its former action and join
in the Committee of Conference. The
President appointed as Senate con-
ferees: Senators; Kimball of Han-
cock, Noyes of Franklin and Lovell
of York.
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Mr. Edmunds of Aroostook pre-
sented the following Joint Resolu-
tion:

STATE OF MAINE

In the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-
three.

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORI-
ALIZING CONGRESS TO EXEMPT
CERTAIN CARRIERS FROM MINI-
MUM RATE REGULATION IN THE
TRANSPORTATION OF BULK COM-
MODITIES, AGRICULTURAL AND
FISH PRODUCTS, AND FOR OTH-
ER PURPOSES.

We, your Memorialists, the Senate
and House of Representatives of the
State of Maine in the One Hun-
dred First Legislative Session as-
sembled, most respectfully present
and petition your Honorable Body as
follows:

WHEREAS, it has been recognized
that the agricultural economy of
the country requires the transporta-
tion of bulk agricultural commeodities
at the lowest possible rates consis-
tent with the financial status of the
carriers; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s railroad
carriers have heretofore been ham-
pered: in the setting of minimum
rates for the transportation of bulk
agricultural commodities by reason
of time consuming and arbitrary
standards imposed by the Interstate
Commerce Commission; and

WHEREAS, it is absolutely essen-
tial for the continued development of
aigricultural production in the State
of Maine that the producers of ag-
ricultural products be able to reduce
transportation costs on feed and oth-
er ingredients; and

WHEREAS, other agricultur-
dl areas of the country are now the
recipients of greatly reduced trans-
portation costs of such ingredients
to the detriment of and discrimina-
tion against Maine agricultural pro-
ducers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That we, the Memo-
rialists, recommend and urge to
the Congress of the United States
that the document entitled Eighty-
Eighth Congress First Session H.R.
4700, a bill to obtain the aforesaid
objectives, be passed by the Con-
gress in order to accomplish the
aforesaid objectives; and be it fur-
ther
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RESOLVED; That a copy of this
Memorial, duly authenticated by the
Secretary of State, be immediately
submitted by the Secretary of State
to the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in Congress and to the
members of the said Senate and
House of Representatives from this
State. (S. P. 618)

Which was read and adopted.

Sent down for concurrence.

Committee Reports — House

Conference Committee Report

The Conference Committee on the
disagreeing action of the two
branches of Legislature on Bill, ““An
Act to Create a Mount Desert Is-
land Regional School District.” (H.
P. 475) (L. D. 678) reported that
the House reconsider its action
whereby it passed the bill to be en-
grossed; Adopt Conference Commit-
tee Amendment ‘“A”’ and pass the
bill to be engrossed as amended by
House Amendment ‘‘A” and Con-
ference Committee Amendment “A”,
and that the Senate recede from its
action whereby it passed the Bill to
be engrossed; Indefinitely postpone
Committee Amendment “A’’; adopt
House Amendment ‘‘A’’; adopt Con-
ference Committee Amendment ‘“‘A”,
and pass the bill to be engrossed,
as amended by House Amendment
“A” and Conference Commit-
tee Amendment “A’’ in concurrence.

In the Senate, the report was ac-
cepted and ‘the Senate voted to re-
cede from its former action, to in-
definitely postpone Committee
Amendment A, to adopt House
Amendment A and Conference Com-
mittee Amendment A, and to pass
the bill to be engrossed in concur-
rence.

Leave to Withdraw

The Committee on Constitutional
Amendments and Legislative Reap-
portionment on Resolve, Proposing
an Amendment to the Comnstitution
Relating to Power of Governor to
Nominate and Appoint Civil and Ju-
dicial Officers. (H. P. 989) (L. D.
1432) reported that the same should
be granted Leave to Withdraw.

The same Committee on Resolve,
Proposing an Amendment fto the
Constitution Clarifying the Manner
of Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds
on Behalf of the State. (H. P. 994)
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(L. D. 1441) reported that the same
should be granted Leave to With-
draw.

The same Committee on Resolve
Proposing an Amendment tothe
Constitution Relating to the Appor-
tionment, Election and Powers of
the House of Representatives. (H.
P. 1029) (L. D. 1494) reported that
the same should be granted Leave
to Withdraw.

Which reports were read and ac-
cepted in concurrence.

Mr. PORTEQUS of Cumberland:
Mr. President, this item 64 is a
bill that was presented by a mem-
ber of the other body in relation to
apportionment in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Now  just because
leave has been given to withdraw
I would not want you to believe
that our committee is not going to
do something about this problem,
and I would assure you that very
soon in the next couple of legisla-
tive days you will have before you
for your consideration an alternate
plan to this particular L.D. for re-
apportionment in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Majority — Ought teo Pass
Minority — Ought Not to Pass
The Majority of the Committee on
Taxation on Bill, “An Act Increas-
ing Sales Tax. (H., P. 313) (L. D.
406) reported that the same Ought
to pass.
(Signed)
Senators:
WYMAN of Washington
BROWN of Hancock
Representatives:
WATERMAN of Auburn
WOOD of Brooks
ALBAIR of Caribou
BROWN of Fairfield
JONES of Farmington

The Minority of the same Com-
mittee on the same subject matter
reported that the same Ought not
to pass.

(Signed)

Senator:
LETOURNEAU of York
Representatives:
COTTRELL of Portland
AYOOB of Fort Fairfield.

Comes from the House — Passed

to be engrossed.
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In the Senate:

Mr. WYMAN of Washington: Mr.
President, I move that we accept
the Majority ‘‘Ought to pass’’ report
of the committee and I would like
to speak briefly.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator
may proceed.

Mr. WYMAN: Mr. President and
members of the Senate: This legis-
lature has adopted a current serv-
ices budget which will require an
additional tax. With this I think we
are all agreed. Now in theory there
are several ways in which we can
accomplish this. We can accomplish
a part of it at least with an income
tax or with the elimination of the
automobile trade-in exemption or the
elimination of the exemption on food,
and possibly by eliminating some
other exemptions. However, while
the honorable House of Representa-
tives has not embraced the sales
tax bill with open arms it has shown
a very definite dislike for these oth-
er measures. As I recall, they de-
feated a motion to recall’ the in-
come tax from the files by some-
thing like a two to one vote, and
yesterday it showed a very definite
dislike for these other suggestions
such as the elimination of the ex-
emption on food or the elimination
of the exemption on automobile
trade-ins. Therefore, it seems to me
that if we are going to face our
responsibilities the alternative which
we have had and the only practical
one is to pass this four per cent
sales tax, and I certainly hope that
we will accept the committee re-
port and pass the bill, as one mem-
ber of the body said yesterday:
‘‘Pass the bill and get the thunder
home.”

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the motion
of the Senator from Washington,
Senator Wyman, that we accept the
majority “Ought to pass” report of
the committee.

Mr. LOVELL of York: Mr. Presi-
dent and members of the Senate, 1
would like to move at this time in-
definite postponement of this bill
and speak to the motion.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator
may proceed.

Mr. LOVELL: Mr. President and
members of the Senate: On this
morning here I certainly would like

.
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to do the good Senator from Aroos-
took, Senator Edmunds, a favor on
his birthday and see this bill indefi-
nitely postponed, so he can go back
to Aroostook County with some safe-
ty. I know in my own particular
case I would hardly dare to go
back to York County without some
discussion on this bill. I have three
alternative proposals that I would
like to make, and, as the good Sen-
ator from Washington, Senator Wy-
man, has stated, we have passed
the current services budget and
without question more funds are
needed. I do not feel that the front
office or any member of this Sen-
ate or the other body is so narrow-
minded that they cannot work out
different propositions that will bring
the needed and desired money in
to the State of Maine coffers.

We have to make different deci-
sions on matters of taxation but I
will speak for York and Cumberland
County, the southern part of the
State. It is their feeling — and I
have had hundreds of letters and
contacts — that due to our location
this is going to hurt appreciably our
three hundred million dollar tourist
business. In addition to that, it can
well hurt our industrial development
program in the State of Maine with
this open, evident tax.

I am a merchant and I have lis-
tened to the merchants kick ever
since this tax went in. I am getting
so that when I go back to Sanford
all T do is spent my time in my
pharmacy listening to people kick
about the sales tax.

Now we agree that certain taxes
are needed to balance this budget,
but my preference would be a tax
that was a hidden tax where you
would not have to defend it every
time somebody comes in to make a
purchase. I have heard all kinds of
sarcastic remarks, and I won’t re-
peat some of them, about this leg-
islature and past legislatures and
persons in the front office, because
if I should repeat some of those
remarks it would be asked that they
be stricken from the record.

Eighty per cent of our tourist busi-
ness comes from Massachusetts
where they have no sales tax. We
have a good many people from New
Hampshire come into Maine. New
Hampshire has no sales tax. If the
transient rental tax along with this
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goes to four per cent it is certainly
going to hurt our over-all business
and this tax could be very, very
detrimental to the entire State.

Now I do not need to tell you
the condition of Maine. I have al-
ready told you that several times
and you folks already know it. I
simply mention that Maine had the
highest percentage rise in bankrupt-
cies last year.

Now the people that have been
for this tax, and I have talked with
many, are in the great minority,
and they seem to be people who
without question are going to bene-
fit from higher wages or from their
efforts or that of some member of
their family, such as a teacher in
an institution, consequently they
want better services.

Now just briefly to go to the cur-
rent services budget: here again I
do not need to tell you that this
budget has doubled since 1951, and
yet while we have increased our ed-
ucation costs some twenty per cent
we are still way down the line on
education. Our teachers colleges are
full, the University of Maine is full.
They have no problem on getting
jobs when they get through college.
77 per cent of the University of
Maine students graduating last year
left the state. There is no problem
on their getting jobs. But with a
high sales tax this could hurt our
over-all work in Maine for tourism
and industrial development, the
methods and means that will bring
money into the State of Maine.

We have had, without question, a
vicious cycle of inflation. We have
had constant rises for state employ-
ees, teachers, all down the line, so
that personal services in our over-
all budget have been greatly in-
creased every biennium. we are
now at the point where nationwide
one out of every seven workers are
working for the local, state or fed-
eral government. We do not ques-
tion that the property tax is too
high in communities and they are
faced with a tremendous problem
there.

1t is the feeling of many that now
the State should become business-
like and spend what they estimate
they are going to earn in the next
biennium and not for every depart-
ment to come in with all the pos-
sible services and raises they can
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think of to add to their budget so
they can increase and call it their
current services budget every other
biennium. We have got to a point
where people, if we increase taxes,
will not be able to have the neces-
sities of life. It is the feeling of
many that the department heads
should come in and sit down with
the Governor and say, ‘“‘Here is
the amount of money we estimate
we will be able to spend in the
next two years without raising
taxes.”

We have had a one per cent in-
crease in population a year. With a
tax increase it can be a good deal
worse than that, particularly with
this sales tax. The extra money that
we have voted for industrial and rec-
reational development in this body
to bring in more industries, more
payrolls, more tourists, more jobs,
from which more taxes could be
collected — in most cases these
have been defeated. We certainly
need more money for vocational ed-
ucation.

I propose some tax alternatives
this morning, because I feel that at
coming sessions of the legislature
we just cannot continue to increase
taxes. Whether I am here or who-
ever is here, it is up to us to see
that we go along on a husinesslike
basis and spend what we earn, the
way most of you ladies and gentle-
men have to do in your own busi-
ness. We have had constant in-
creases in salaries in colleges, in
the University of Maine, right down
the line. Maybe these increases are
worth while, maybe they are de-
served, but the time has come
when we should definitely make up
our minds to live within our income.

Now we have passed the current
services budget and there are some
very worthy L.D.’s on the table, so
I propose through these alternative
tax proposals — as I say, it might
cause a little extra werk for the
Committee on Taxation to analyze
them carefully, but I don’t think an
extra day or two in this session if
we could prevent going from a three
to a four per cent sales tax, would
be very detrimental, because the
people cf the State would be very
happy.

Now I will suggest that if the
Senate, or the leadership, feels that
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these proposals are worthy of talk-
ing about then I would hope that
we would resolve ourselves into a
committee cf the whole to talk over
these proposals in private.

The first tax that I would suggest
is to entirely eliminate the sales tax.
This fuss w@and kick on the sales
tax is not conducive — not only to
our merchants collecting this tax
but to our tourists and our manu-
facturers — so instead of this I
would suggest that we have a two
per cent gross receipts tax. Now
there are seven states at the pres-
ent time that have a gross receipts
tax, And this could include profes-
sional men as well as regular busi-
nesses because professional men are
not hit by the personal property tax
as much as many of us who are in
business. And we could allow the
businesses to up their prices cn fair-
traded articles fwo per cent. Now
this tax would be hidden, so that
an article you ordinarly sold for 95
cents if you marked it 97 cents you
wouldn’t have that fuss and kick,
and have to listen to all that argu-
ment not cnly from the tourists but
the local people. You wouldn’t have
the problem that we have in Maine
of people traveling over to New
Hampshire to eliminate paying the
sales tax; it would be included in
the price of the item. I have talked
with many people on it. Last week,
fcr instance, I sold a hottle of
mouth wash for 97 cents and there
was a 3 cents sales tax to add onto
it, and the gentleman kicked a little
bit and he said, his words were,
“Well, you still insist on feeding the
Governor’s horses.,” I said, ‘“No,
this is for education, this is for cur
whole program.” But you get that
type of remark. I said, ‘“You would-
n’t have noticed this if I sold it
to you for a dollar?’”’ and he says,
“N¢, I would have had no thought
about it at all.”

Now this would bring in over
forty million dollars a year, I am
told, and this would prevent all of
this fuss, so I think this tax could
well be an excellent tax.

Now the sales tax, in communities
like Portland and Sanfcrd, where ed-
ucation and other expenses have got-
ten to an all-time high, could be
put on for Portland, if they so
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wished, a 2 per cent sales tax to
raise extra money, and that would
open the docr for them. It might
not be a good tax but it would open
the door for them.

Now my next alternative proposal
would be somewhat similar. That is
the eliminaticn of automobile trade-
ins. We don’t allow a reduction on
trade-ins on any other appliances
such as refrigerators and washing
machines, and naturally it is a dis-
criminative tax. This would amount
to some three million dollars in the
biennium. And then @ tax which
York County pecple seem to feel
would be an excellent tax, and that
is a head tax. Now New Hampshire
has a head tax and it brings in
1.3 million to them a year, perhaps
not as much as they would like to
hope for, but a ten-dollar head tax
in Maine with all the exemptions
would bring us in five million dcl-
lars a year. The people in my coun-
ty seem to feel, being near New
Hampshire, that this is a good tax,
this head tax.

Also New Hampshire has a tax
which brings them in 1.6 million a
year, and according to statistics
which have been presented to me
this would bring in two million in
Maine, and this is a tax cn the
person who has dividends, bonds,
savings accounts and interest, with
the exemptions suggested.

It is interesting to note at the
last session — you have voted
against annual sessions, and that is
all right — but the fact sheet stated
that two years ago the departments
turned back an average of a million
and @ half deollars a year and we
underestimated surplus by two and
a half million a year. Now by up-
ping our projection, with the previ-
ous taxes I have mentioned, and, if
so desired, adding on a one per
cent real estate tax so that on a fen
thousand dollar home the tax would
be a hundred dollars, fifty dollars
being paid by the purchaser and
fifty dollars by the seller — or take
the over-all taxes that Maine has
at the present time — and that
would include marking up liquor
two per cent more, which would be
a very small amount, add half a
cent on a package of cigarettes —
in most cases you would not even
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up the price of the cigarettes — we
added eight cents a gallon on beer
two years ago, from sixteen to twen-
ty-four cents, and you could add
another cent on that, add one per
cent on the pari-mutuel take, the
over-all take, nct to burden them
because they are ready to fold any-
way in most cases — we just don’t
have the money around in Maine
except in the summer time — up
the inheritance tax one per cent, up
the insurance tax a quarter to a
half per cent — wild lands went up
two per cent last year, put on an-
other cent — this plus the transfer
of real estate tax would bring you
sufficient mcney to take care of
the expenses of the state. Also the
Park Department is 60 per cent self-
supporting, in other words they re-
turn sixty per cent of their money
invested back each year, and they
could up their prices a little bit so
that they could well be self-support-
ing. And possibly you cculd do the
same thing on Sea and Shore Fish-
eries. Inland Fisheries and Game is
at the present time financing their
own program, and with a little ad-
ditional or licenses or extra licenses,
Sea and Shore Fisheries might well
become self-supporting, And, as the
front office has said, possibly here
is a time tc raise the gas tax half
a cent. He doesn’t like bonding on
the highways and this might be the
opportune time to do that.

I will say in closing, no doubt
this will be extra work for the taxa-
tion committee but I think the over-
all effect on the people of Maine
by having the sales tax eliminated,
having a two per cent gross re-
ceipts tax, where the merchants
once a month would sit down and
make out their checks and not go
through the complicated form that
they have to now in collecting the
tax and so on down the line, I
think that this would prevent that
tremendous amount of fuss, kick and
worry when people make their pur-
chases, 1 think we would keep our
business in the State and I think it
would be conducive to the summer
business if we could come out with
the fact in the headline that Maine
has eliminated their sales tax and
gone onto a gross receipts tax.

Thank you for your courtesy in
listening, and I hope that you will
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go along with my motion to indefi-
nitely postpone this bill.

The PRESIDENT: The question be-
fore the Senate is on the motion of
the Senator from York, Senator Lov-
ell, that the report and bill be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. EDMUNDS of Aroostook: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate: I think that the remarks of the
Senator from Washington, Senator
Wyman, when he moved to accept
the majority ‘“‘Ought to pass’’ report

of the Taxation Committee clearly
indicate the intent of this legislature.

We have had a number of tax meas-
ures before us, alternative tax meas-
ures to the one per cent increase in
the sales tax, and I think it is
fair to say that they have all had
a fair trial, a fair hearing before
the committee and thoroughly de-
bated on the floor of both branches
and they have been defeated, so I
think this is perhaps the only realis-
tic tax measure that we have left
that will adequately fund the current
services and supplemental budgets
as they are reported from the Ap-
propriations Committee and the
many worthy L.D.’s which now lie
upon the special appropriations ta-
ble.

As to the package which has just
been proposed by the Senator from
York, Senator Lovell, which I will
review very briefly, I think I would
say that it is somewhat irresponsi-
ble. 1. To eliminate the sales tax
altogether, which provides so many
millions of revenue so far as the
State is concerned, and then go to
a two per cent gross receipts tax,
eliminate automobile trade-ins, a two
per cent tax on liquor, put a half a
cent tax on cigarettes, put an eight
cent tax on beer, to further dip in-
to the pari-mutuel betting when, as
he indicated, many of our tracks
are at the point where they are
ready to fold, up the inheritance tax
by one per cent when this is the
only tax that is currently keeping
the State of Maine in the black, to
add to the insurance tax by a quar-
ter to a half of one per cent, to
increase the tax on wild lands, and
we did that at the last session, to
increase prices at the State Parks
when we are advertising and he is
supporting bills to advertise to get
people to come to those parks to
help reinforce the economy here in



2704

the State, and to increase license
fees, etc. as far as Sea and Shore
Fisheries are concerned when every
day when we look in the newspaper
there is further indication of the fi-
nancial problems in that industry,
to me it is completely ridiculous.

The colleague of mine who has
just spoken for these various tax
measures has at this session of the
legislature and at the last session of
the legislature introduced literally
millions of dollars worth of special
L.D.’s, millions of dollars worth of
bond issues, and he stands here now
and proposes that we start practic-
ing economy here within the State of
Maine and live within our means.
At the risk of being out of order,
I will just make the comment that
the good Senator is being entirely
inconsistent.

Mr. President, I would certainly
hope that the motion that the sales
tax increase be indefinitely p o s t-
poned would not prevail and when
the vote is taken I would request a
division.

Mrs. CHRISTIE of Aroostook: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate: I recall very clearly attending
a meeting of the Taxation Commit-
tee a few months ago and I heard
the Chairman of that committee say,
“I notice that nobody has made any
complaint about the appropriations
that have been made and now you
come in here and find your way
to criticize the taxes that are pro-
posed.” I feel that we need fiscal
responsibility. As I remember it,
there was not a voice raised against
the current services budget when it
came into the Senate. If we are go-
ing to finance that budget we have
to have money and that money must
come from taxation. Nobody like s
taxes. I have talked with people at
home and they say, ‘“Oh, I hope you
do not put that one per cent in-
crease on the sales tax.” I say,
“Well, you want the vocational
school, don’t you?” “Well, yes.” And
so they say no more. I feel that
we have to accept our responsibility:
if we are going to have these serv-
ices we must have the taxes to
carry out these services. I feel that
this is a fair tax, it is a tax which
is assessed against everyone who
buys the things that are under this
sales tax. I think that is fair. The
people who perhaps spend the most
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on the sales tax are the people with
large families, and you might say
it is not fair that they be taxed,
but are not those the people who
are getting the services. My family,
consisting of myself alone, is not
benefitting very much from the
services that are offered by the
State. I feel that everyone should
bear his part of the responsibility,
and I feel that this is as fair a
tax as we can have and I am in
favor of it.

Mr. PIKE of Oxford: Mr. Presi-
dent and fellow Senators: We heard
yesterday that the good Senator
from Ycrk was twenty years ahead
of his time. Perhaps he is thirty
years ahead of some of us. We can
understand how he feels, being down
next to the New Hampshire line,
but I am sure that some of the
things which you buy in New Hamp-
shire are not tax-free. I had oc-
casion within six months cf buying
an automobile at the Mountain Mo-
tors in Conway, because I thought
I could do wa little better there. I
knew that I had got to pay a tax
on it. They did license it here be-
fore I did pay the tax but they sent
me a bill and I paid the tax cn it
just the same ras if I bought it in
Maine.

Back a few weeks ago when they
were having quite a controversy
over at the other end of the cor-
ridor on the current services budget
one of the prominent businessmen
back home ‘tcld me to come down
and pass that budget and increase
the sales tax, that the folks wanted
the services and they were willing
to pay for them. I know our good
Senator from York is a druggist, and
when I came down Monday I stopped
at one of the principle druggists
in Norway and asked him how he
felt about this sales tax. He told
me he didn’t believe it would make
a mite of difference in his business,
he was willing to accept it and
have the services.

Our good Senator from York has
spoken about it hurting the summer
business. I have been in the tcurist
business, this is going to be 37
years, and it is very seldom that
anyone has said a word about the
tax. And when this rental tax came
on, I have never heard one word
said against it by any of my guests,
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and I do not believe the State over
this sales tax increase would hurt a
particle.

Mr. COUTURE of Androscoggin:
Mr. President and members of the
Senate: I rise here this morning to
support the indefinite postponement,
and I rise in opposition to increas-
ing the sales tax to four per cent.
I am going to vcte against increas-
ing the sales tax as I have been in
opposition to the sales tax since it
was first proposed here in the State
if Maine years back when I was
a member of the House. Again I
would like to say to this Senate that
even when my own party was in
the corner cffice and they wanted
to increase it from two to three per
cent I stood up on my feet in op-
position to it. Certainly I can not
vote for a fcur per cent sales tax
at this time, and I am not going
to stand here and vote any four per-
cent sales tax on the people of the
State of Maine with my vote.

They have mentioned the current
services budget that we have passed.
The debate in this Senate wasn’t
too great as far as the current serv-
ices budget, I believe, fcr the rea-
son it would just have taken more
time to debate that matter, which
I could. Yes, I can see what we
are facing here. Now in the current
services budget in the other body
when it was fought there they pro-
posed to cut what would really hurt
the needy people of this State right
in the heart. They started hitting
the Welfare Department. Tc put on
a four per cent sales tax onto peo-
ple who are not able to even pay
a three per cent sales tax to be
able to pass this current services
budget, is hitting these people right
in the heart. Here on the floor of
the Senate when this sessicn started,
with the increase for State employ-
ees and the department increases,
and going along with longer sessions
I could see that more money would
be needed, and time and time again
I felt that if it was agreeable to
the legislature here to increase our
department heads and our state em-
ployees, by checking dcwn the line
I found that our needy people in
the State do not have enough to
live on. Fortunately they are either
on one pension or another, either
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they are cn the Old Age Assistance
or they are on ADC or the totally
disabled or the blind in this State.
At that time I introduced a piece
of legislation to increase ten per
cent across the board, so in case
this four per cent sales tax goes
through they would at least have
this ten per cent increase in their
pension instead of trying to take an-
other cent away from them which
they cannot afford to pay, but the
bill came out unanimously ought not
to pass and was thrown in the waste-
basket.

Along the line with this increase
in Welfare, it was proven that the
matter would cost $450,000 to the
State to do so. Also I tried to
prove to them that the federal aid
on this matter would mean $550,000
toward that $450,000, but still that
wasn’t enough and they threw it cut.
I have proposed a bill on the tax
at the mutuel windows at the races,
to increase it so we would have
the revenue to take care of this
$450,000. There was enough pressure
in the committee so the bill came
out unanimously ‘‘Ought nct to pass,
although most of them were aware
of the reason the bill was introduced
because I made it known. So when
the debate really got hot at the
other end of the hall that is just
what they did. Now cur debate is
on the floor of the Senate. I know
what they are going after now. In
the other branch it was education,
welfare, everything that could pos-
sibly hit everybody hard. Now the
only salvaticn out of this is food,
again hitting the people with fami-
lies who cannot afford to pay even
the three per cent sales tax. But I
haven’t seen anybody, either in this
branch take any stand on doing
away with some exemptions in that
sales tax for the needy people in this
state. Anybody in this House would
know that @ man and his wife, and
we will say another one in the fam-
ily besides, or even two, a total of
four in the family, will never get an
where near what a family of eight
or nine or ten would with only one
person earning a living for that fam-
ily. In no way can we take this un-
der consideration. I remember back
some years I tried to have an
amendment to exempt clothing from
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the sales tax, clothing of children
going to school. That was a step to
relieve the burden at least on cloth-
ing and shoes for children under
thirteen years of age. That was not

accepted and went in the wastebas-

ket. My eyes were peeking down
through at the people who cannot
afford to pay. I said it before and I
am going to say it again.

I cannot face people on state wel-
fare today, the ones on aid to the
blind, the totally disabled or what-
ever pension they have had and
say, “With no inerease on what you
get, we want one more percent out
of you. Then we will give you your
check on one hand and take it back
with the other hand.”

What are we trying to do here?
Do you think it is fair to give it
to them with one hand and take
it away from them with the other?
You want to think about that. I am
sure that there isn’t a member in
this Senate here in whatever County
they represent, that they don’t know
of some cases where the people
have pensions and what they do re-
ceive to live in this world is not
even enough to spend half as happy
a life as they should. Still you are
going to tax them another penny on
the sales tax. You know they can’t
afford to pay the three percent.
They seem to be forgotten. I am not
going to vote for indefinite postpone-
ment at this time but I am going
to vote against on a future motion
the increase in the sales tax in the
condition that it is now. All of you
here, I don’t care which one of you
it is, in one way or another is look-
ing toward his own business as far
as taxes and being exempt.

Again I say we spend thousands
and thousands of dollars for educa-
tion. This is a matter I have
preached in my own town. But there
is nothing done for the family that
can’t afford to send their children
to school. It is only for people who
can send their children to school.
Those that have a large family and
have a burden of taxes, they can
only go as far as high school and
then they have to go to work. And
speaking through experience, I am
one of the children out of 21 in my
family and I didn’t go to college, no
I didn’t. And the reason I didn’t go
to college was because I had to go
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out and work and help my parents
and help to feed the rest of the
family. These things I had to go
through are not forgotten and they
never will be forgotten as long as I
live. I don’t want anyone here to feel
that as far as I am concerned there
is nothing I would rather do in this
world than go to college but my
heart was doing something else. T
was the third from the oldest in
the family and I was facing the
others behind me and I knew the
income of the house and I knew
we were in need. So I went to
work. That is what makes me say
that with all the money we spend
here on education, certain ones are
taken care of and others are de-
prived because the income is not
there. We don’t help the poor family
as much as we do the multi-million-
aire. Some way or another the poor
family has to give up what they
possibly would enjoy the rest of their
life. And then we are going to hit
these people right in the eye with
another cent on the sales tax. Why
can’t we tax the people that can
afford to pay? What is wrong with
that? We are going to tax those
that haven’t enough income to eat
three meals a day and have a de-
cent place to live in. If we bent
down and took care of these unfor-
tunate people in the state it will
be called an unfair tax. They are
facing the cost of living as much
as anyone in this State and what
are we doing for them? Where is
the increase on their pension?

I brought a young lady here about
six weeks ago who was crying with
tears in her eyes, she was blind at
32 years of age and her ambition is
to go to school and become a teach-
er for the blind. You saw it in the
newspaper here on a drive she did
around the city of Lewiston. Her
picture was there with two other
blind children in our city. She can-
not afford to go to school. She only
wants to help the ones that she
knows are miserable. I had an ap-
peal in front of the Governor for
her, and in front of the Health and
Welfare. I tried everything under the
sun to see that she had her desire.
There is no way she can get this.
And if you go through with this,
she will receive the blind pension
and then she will have to pay this
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here. This has been the action of
the legislature since I have been in
the House or the Senate.

I am hoping that some of these
days somebody will look after the
people in this state, not only those
that have it, but those that haven’t
got enough to live with.

Mr. JACQUES of Androscoggin:
We must resist every attempt to
increase the rate of our Maine state
sales tax. This tax, originally pro-
posed as a cure-all for our taxation
ills has become a monster that is
on the road to consuming economic
expansion and recreational promo-
tion.

Already, in a few short years, we
have seen the rate upped every time
some one or group sells the legis-
lature on a cockeyed scheme for
increasing the costs of government.

Any legislator in his right mind
and fully informed on the facts of
economic life in Maine should op-
pose a sales tax increase, for the
cold fact is that our state is earn-
ing notoriety for being the highest
taxed and the lowest income section
of the United States.

We will never attract industry and
business to locate here, nor will we
lure the customers that will proper-
ly develop our recreational potential
with a constantly increasing sales
tax. The sales tax is Maine’s worst
advertisement. It reflects a state
that is contributing to its own de-
struction by embracing a suicidal
policy of taxing the poor and discour-
aging potential economic develop-
ment.

With wide-spread unemployment
and low wages prevalent in our
state along with the insecurity and
desperation of many of our fine citi-
zens as a result, we should not talk
increase in taxes and the expansion
of a sales tax monster which is
never satisfied and continually grows
to a present point where other states
use Maine as an example of why
they should not embark on the trag-
ic adventure of adopting a sales
tax.

Instead of this backward step, we
in the legislature should insist on
greater economy, maximum efficien-
cy and fullest utilization of every ad-
vantage contained in our governmen-
tal system.
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There’s much to be gained by ap-
plying soundest of business princi-
ples to our state machinery and re-
viewing and correcting the faulty
procedures that have been created
by poor management or political ex-
pediency.

An increase in sales tax is a
blow to the common people of
Maine. Until such a time as our
workingman income in Maine has
been brought up to the standard of
the American way of life in the
more prosperous and secure areas of
our country, it would be well for
us to shy away from any ill-advised
attempts to further burden our peo-
ple with drug-like schemes that only
prescribe dangerous habit but do
not offer a cure for our maladies.

Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent, and I hope that the motion
to indefinitely postpone this bill does
prevail.

Mr. LOVELL of York: Mr. Presi-
dent, I would just like briefly to an-
swer a couple of statements made.
To the good Senator from Aroos-
took, Senator Edmunds. My propos-
als were three different type pack-
age deals which, each one, would
raise sufficient money to take care
of the current services and the sup-
plemental budget, and the L.D.’s on
the table. There were three different
proposals. Now any one proposal
that anybody was interested in, that
is all right.

Now as far as tourists are con-
cerned at State Parks or other areas,
they do not mind paying a fee to
park their cars or to stay over-
night. That has been proved in other
states, particularly in the state of
Oklahoma where 1 visited last year.
They put out revenue bond issues
to develop everything from fair
grounds to State Parks, and they
are self reducing. I haven’t asked
for the practice of economy. How-
ever, I will say that all the bills
I have entered have been industri-
al economic bills which if passed,
would have meant more money in
taxes to Maine, more tourists, more
industry and you wouldn’t have
needed to raise the taxes. As far as
the current services budget is con-
cerned, we didn’t debate that in the
Senate. I think that most of us felt
that we had to accept it. The ma-
jority was overwhelmingly against
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us, and as far as Senator Pike says
that automobiles require that you
show that the sales tax has been
paid before you can register if you
buy it out of state, but that js the
only article I know of. In fact,
some time ago I understood that
Maine was losing some 2% million
a year from people buying out of
state where they could not collect
the sales tax. I might also say that
as far as the Maine Hotel Associ-
ation is concerned, maybe the peo-
ple in his area haven’t kicked about
the transient rental tax, but the
great majority are against this in-
crease in tax.

I might say to the good Senator
from Androscoggin, Senator Couture,
that indefinite postponement of this
bill would only mean that then the
taxation committee could come out
with a concrete proposal for a tax
which would not increase the sales
tax but would supply the needed
funds for the state to meet its obli-
gations.

Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot:
Mr. President and members of the
Senate, it seems to me quite obvi-
ous that the increase in the sales
tax is the only tax legislation which
has a chance of passage in the two
bodies of the legislature. However,
I want to say publicly that at this
time I am not prepared to vote
for political expediency. I have said
before and I want to say it again
that I believe the time has come for
the people of this state to seriously
consider raising funds through an
income tax which will begin to
move this state ahead. Even the
passage of the one cent increase
in the sales tax will only maintain
the status quo. It has been said
more than once to this state and
will be said many more times in
the days to come that we do not
have enough money to support the
many services which have been rec-
ommended in L.D.’s. We know we
are not going to have enough mon-
ey to provide an adequate education
for our young people., There are
many other areas of need among
the mentally retarded, vocational re-
habilitation which we will not be
able to meet, even with the passage
of this bill. It has been said here
that we should hide our taxes. It
has also been said that no one
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enjoys paying taxes. Without at-
tempting to maintain a holier than
thou attitude, this is one citizen of
the state who enjoys paying taxes
because I know that when taxes are
paid, they go for the education of
our young people; they go for the
care of our mentally ill; they go
for the rehabilitation of people less
fortunate than we, and I think the
time has come for us who are leg-
islators to begin to educate the
people of this state to the signifi-
cance of tax paying as a moral re-
sponsibility.

It is on this basis that I have
spoken many times publicly in many
places and I speak here on behalf
of an income tax which weuld give
the privilege to pay taxes for the
support of necessary services in this
state to those who are best able to
pay; namely, the ten percent of the
families in our state who have an
average gross income of $8500 to
$15,000 and the ten percent of the
families in this state who have a
gross income of over $15,000. These
are the people who should be pay-
ing a fairer share of the tax respon-
sibility in this state, And they will
do this only thrcugh the payment
of an income tax. I agree that the
sales tax increase will work further
hardship upon those least able to
pay, and for this reason, among
others, at the present time, I am
going to vote against the sales tax
increase.

Mr. CRAM cof Cumberland: Mr.
President and members of the
Senate, I would like to express a
regret to leadership that I do not
feel that I should vote for the sales
tax increase at this time. I can’t
agree with the last speaker that
an income tax is a good thing for
the State of Maine, but neither can
I agree with the one cent increase
in the sales tax.

I sympathize with the pecple in
the vacation business and the retail
business, especially on the border-
line counties where the four percent
sales tax is going to be felt. Senator
Lovell’s idea of a gross receipts tax
is new to me and is a little in-
teresting. I think in a tax like this
that businesses in interstate com-
merce would be exempt, hospitals
would be exempt, but that anyone
rendering services to the residents
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of the state of Maine and summer
visitors would be included, so that
many of the things now exempt in
our present sales tax would be cov-
ered. It would seem to me that this
would be a fair distribution cof the
tax and would still be pretty well
distributed according to income and
ability to pay. For instance, it would
reach professional fees. I have no
particular objection to paying a tax
cn my fees as an attorney if rea-
sonable and of course every tax is
passed on to the consumer eventual-
ly but a gross receipts tax would
not deter the retired individwal from
coming into the state and buying a
retirement home, as an income tax
would. It would not affect the older
person who has retired. The tax
would be paid by people in active
business.

I wish a little broader considera-
tion could have been given to some
of these alternatives in consideration
of this tax earlier in the session.

Mr. WYMAN of Washington: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate, I think that the good Senator
from Cumberland, Senator Cram hit
the nail right on the head as far
as considering these alternate pro-
posals earlier in the session. While
I am nct in favor of an income tax
and I am mnot in favor of a gross
receipts tax, I do say that the time
to have taken those up and spent
time on them was earlier in the
session. We did on the income tax
and we turned it down wand the
House turned it down.

As far as remaking the whole
tax structure cf the state as Sena-
tor Lovell suggested, your Taxation
Committee is willing to work but
I think if all of us are realistic, we
know that we can’t do it at this
late date. I do wish we could get
down to facts and face realities
that we will have to pass this four
percent sales tax.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the motion
of the Senator from York, Senatcr
Lovell, that reports and bill be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. COUTURE vof Androscoggin:
Mr. President, with the number of
Senators who are absent in the Sen-
ate today, I ncw move that this bill
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be tabled until the next legislative
day.

Mr. EDMUNDS of Aroostook: Mr.
President, I request a division.

A division has been requested.

Six having voted in the affirma-
tive and twenty-one vpposed, the
motion to table did nct prevail.

The PRESIDENT: The question
now before the Senate is the motion
of the Senator from York, Senator
Lovell that reports and bill be in-
definitely pcstponed.

Mr. REED of Sagadahoc: Mr.
President 1and members of the Sen-
ate, I guess it is a question of live
and learn. I don’t think there is
anyone who wishes to go home and
go to work more than I do, yet I
rise this morning and ask that I
be permitted to pair my vote with
the Senator from Cumberland, Sen-
ator Brooks. If he were here, he
would vote against indefinite p o s t-
pcenement, and I would vote for in-
definite postponement. He has been
contacted this morning and this
is his wish.

Mr. JACQUES of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I rise to a point of
inquiry. Did the Senator notify? Did
he talk with Senator Brooks by
phone or in person?

The PRESIDENT: The Senate will
be at ease.

Mr. JACQUES cf Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I withdraw my ques-
tion.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator
from Sagadahoc, Senator Reed, has
requested permission to be excused
from voting for the reasons stated.

Mr. COUTURE cf Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I can’t remember in
my own mind. I know there was
something said but I would like to
ask a question about what was men-
tioned here about pairing votes.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair
would reply to the Senator from An-
droscoggin, Senator Couture by say-
ing that the rule book is blank with
regard to pairing votes. However, by
long tradition and custom, pairing
a vote is a courtesy extended to
members of both Houses of this
legislature, It is urged, however, be-
cause people can legitimately change
their minds, that before a request
for a pairing of votes be made, that
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a communication of recent origin be
had in some manner between the
parties, in crder to determine that
you are not pairing a vote with
someone who voted in a particular
way a matter of weeks ago and
may have changed his mind since.
This is only comment the Chair
would have to make in this matter
and continues with the suggesticn
that the same be carried out.

As a matter of fact, in connection
with the request of the Senator from
Androscoggin, Senator Jacques, re-
garding the request of the Senator
from Sagadahce, Senator Reed, this
inquiry can be answered by the
Senator from Aroostook, Senator Ed-
munds if he chooses to answer.

Mr. EDMUNDS of Aroostcok: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate, in answer to the parliamentary
jnquiry of the Senator from Andros-
coggin, Senator Jacques, approxi-
mately five minutes before we went
into sessicn this morning, I received
ia phone call from the Senator from
Cumberland, Senator Brooks from
his office in Portland where he had
a very important, previously sched-
uled business appointment, asking
me to arrange a pair for him on
the sales tax should it be before this
body today, indicating that he
would vote Yes on a motion to ac-
cept the Majority Ought to Pass re-
port and that he would voete No on
a motion to indefinitely postpone
should such a motion be presented
to this body. I feel reasonably posi-
tive that he has nct changed his
mind in the last hour and thirty
minutes.

Mr. PORTEOUS of Cumberland:
Mr. President and members of the
Senate, I have understood this time
honored custom to be @ direct con-
tact between the person pairing and
the person who is absent and whose
vote is being paired. If the absent
Senator in question talked to a pro-
ponent of this measure, for which I
know he would vote, as he has and
we have had quite a bit of discus-
sion over the period of a few years—
I know how he would vote, but I
don’t think that it is proper for him
to indicate a person who is also a
proponent of the measure and have
it passed on to an opponent without
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direct communication between th e
two.

As a matter of fact I had always
understood that it should be pre-
pared in advance with the Secretary
of the Senate to aveid any misun-
derstanding or any improper vote.
‘We will stay here today and have
work to do and we are here to vote
and I don’t think it is proper for
leadership to round up votes like
this from absentee senators. There
happens to be two Senators absent
today. And I would like to ask
through the Chair if there is any
person who would be voting against
indefinite postponement would be
willing to pair with these absent
Senators. I would be glad to make
a telephone call directly to either
one of those.

Mr. REED of Sagadahoc: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate, I suppose maybe I was pre-
mature in accepting this. I do feel
that everything is above board in
this sense, however, there are other
Senators who are absent and we
have gotten into this wrangle. How-
ever, would it be proper at this
time, since there is debate and feel-
ing, to ask for an opinion and if a
majority of the Senate members feel
it should not be done then I would
have to vote. I ask for a division.

The PRESIDENT: The request to
be excused from voting is subject
to a majority vote and a division
can be requested and is now request-
ed.

The Chair will now declare a ten
minute recess.

Senate called to order by the
President.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the request
of the Senator from Sagadahoc, Sen-
ator Reed, that he be excused from
vcting in order to pair his vote with
the absent Senator from Cumber-
land, Senator Brooks. This request,
if doubted has a majority vote and
a division has been requested.

Mr. EDMUNDS of Aroostook: Mr.
President, befcre the Senate votes
on this measure, may I say that it
has been a long established custom
for pairs to be allowed in this body
where no personal contact was made
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between the party pairing and the
other party when he had good faith
in the intermediary who arranged
the pair.

Secondly it has never been cus-
tom or precedent for the pairs to
be arranged through the office of
the Secretary of the Senate who
has informed me that in his many
years of experience here, he has
only once acted in that capacity and
he did so at the request of the Sen-
ator from Cumberland, Senator
Porteous. At no other time has he
been requested to undertake this. I
would hope that the request of the
Senator from Sagadahoc, Senator
Reed would prevail.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is the request of
the Senator from Sagadahoc, Sena-
tor Reed, to be excused from voting
and that he be allowed to pair his
vote with that of Senator Brooks of
Cumberland.

A division of the Senate was had.

Twenty having voted in the af-
firmative and seven opposed, the re-
quest was granted.

The PRESIDENT: The question
now before the Senate is the motion
of the Senator from York, Senator
Lovell that the reports and the bill
be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. WYMAN of Washington: Mr.
President, I request permission to
pair my vote with the Senator from
York, Senator Letourneau. If he
were here, he would vote for in-
definite postponement and I would
vote against it.

The request was granted.

Mr. LOVELL of York: Mr. Presi-
dent, as a third party on this mat-
ter and being for the indefinite post-
ponement, I talked about five min-
utes ago with Senator Noyes and he
would like to vote for indefinite post-
ponement. Would it be permissible
for Senator Noyes to pair his vote
with Senator Kimball who is not for
indefinite postponement.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair
would reply to the Senator that this
is entirely up to any member of
the Senate who may wish to pair
his vote. This is entirely a volun-
tary action.

Mr. FARRIS of Kennebec: Mr.
President, having no question what-
soever in regard to the good faith
of the Senator from York, Senator
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Lovell, I am certainly happy to
make the request that my vote be
paired with the Senator from Frank-
lin, Senator Noyes. If Senator Noyes
were present, he would vote for in-
definite postponement. If I were to
vote I would vote against indefinite
postponement. Therefore I request to
be excused from voting.
The request was granted.

The PRESIDENT: Is the Senate
ready for the question? A division
has been requested on the motion of
the Senator from York, Senator
Lovell, that the reports and bill be
indefinitely postponed.

A division of the Senate was had.

Nine having voted in the affirma-
tive and fifteen opposed, the motion
to indefinitely postpone did not pre-
vail.

The PRESIDENT: Is it now the
pleasure of the Senate to accept
the Majority Ought to Pass report?

Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot:
Mr. President, I request a division
and at the same time request to be
excused from voting in order to pair
my vote with the Senator from Cum-
berland, Senator Hinds with whom I
have talked this morning. He would
vote for the bill; I would vote
against it.

Mr. PORTEOUS of Cumberland:
Mr. President, I have purposely
waited until this stage to arise and
speak on this bill and see that it
does pass and that it is probably
inevitable as everybody has said in
ghe last several months that it would

e.

I would request serious considera-
tion for two amendments that are
on your desks, having been recent-
ly placed there. They are S-285 and
S-286. One of these two amendments
I would sincerely hope could be
adopted and attached to L D. 406
to reduce the effect on our
travel and vacation business.
Now, 286 calls for the reduction of
the transient rental tax from three
to two percent, in the event we go
to four percent, and 285 calls for
holding it at three percent. I would
submit to you, ladies and gentlemen
that either one of these two if
adopted, while not costing any meas-
urable amount of money in terms
of the $18V% million that the one per-
cent is supposed to raise in addition
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to that already raised that the psy-
chological —

The PRESIDENT: The Chair
would respectfully interrupt the Sen-
ator from Cumberland, Senator Por-
teous by saying that the amendments
are not now before us and his argu-
ments are now irrelevant. The only
issue before the Senate at the pres-
ent time is the acceptance of the
committee report. If the report is
accepted and the amendments are
offered, there will be ample time
for debate at that time.

Mr. PORTEOUS of Cumberland:
Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. REED of Sagadahoc: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate, I dislike starting this thing off
again but I feel that I did make a
bargain and therefore, I would like
to pair my vote with the Senator
from Cumberland, Senator Brooks.
If he were here he would vote for
the Ought to Pass report, and if I
were to vote I would vote against it.

The request was granted.

Mr. WYMAN of Washingtcn: Mr.
President, I request to be allowed
to pair my vote with the Senator
from York, Senator Letourneau. If
he were here he would vote against
the bill. I would vote for it.

The request was granted.

Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot:
Mr. President, I am not sure that
my request was granted, may I
have a ruling?

Thereupon, the request was grant-

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the mction
of the Senator from Washington,
Senator Wyman, that the Senate ac-
cept the Majority Ought to Pass re-
port.

A division of the Senate was had.

Fifteen having voted in the affirm-
ative and eight opposed, the Ought
to Pass report was accepted and the
bill read once.

Mr. PORTEOUS of Cumberland:
Mr. President and members of the
Senate, the reason for my urging
you to adopt one or the other cf
these amendments — and let me
say that the adoption of S-285, hold-
ing it at three percent, would cost
about $270,000 fcr the biennium ac-
cording to figures from the office of
the Bureau of Taxation as compared
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with the $18% million to be naised
by going to four percent.

When I first proposed this and it
was urged by members of the lead-
ership of the other body to make it
known through the medium of the
press, it was to threw this thing out
to see what kind of reaction it got.
I got a very favorable reaction from
many people in the vacation and
travel business. They felt, as I did,
that this would be @& gocd psycho-
logical move to demonstrate to the
visitors whom we spend thousands of
dollars attracting to the state that
we do not expect them to pay for
all our health and welfare and edu-
cational measures and for our insti-
tutions and that we do so through
the reduction of the rate of the
transient rental tax. This tax was
imposed as a stopgap measure two
sessions ago and it was bargained
through at that time. It was un-
popular. It is not a tax that a
state with so much at stake in the
vacation and travel business should
have.

I would urge at this time the
adoption cf Senate Amendment A.

The Secretary read the amend-
ment.

Mr. EDMUNDS of Aroostook: Mr.
President, I request a division.

Mr. WYMAN of Washington: Mr.
President and members of the Sen-
ate, I don’t know just what the pcsi-
tion of the Taxation Commit-
tee would be on this amendment. I
suspect though that they would have
voted on it as they did on the crig-
inal gales tax bill.

It seems to me that this is just
another partial exemption. We have
been talking about removing exemp-
tions and the legislature has gone on
record against it. The gocd Senator
from Cumberland, Senator Porteous,
has favored removing exemptions
and it does disturb me now to put
another partial exempticn in the
sales tax and I hope the amendment
will be defeated.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the adoption
of Senate Amendment A. A division
has been requested.

A division of the Senate was had.

Seven having voted in the affirm-
ative and nineteen opposed, the
motion did not prevail.
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Thereupon, the bill was tomorrow
assigned for second reading.

Committee Reports — Senate

Ought to Pass — As Amended

Mr. Bcardman from the Commit-
tee on Judiciary on Bill, “An Act
Amending Certain Statutes to Con-
form to the District Court Law.”
(S. P. 150) (L. D. 581) reported that
the same Ought to pass as amended
by Committee Amendment “‘A” (S-
284)

Which report was read and ac-
cepted, Committee Amendment “A”
was read and adopted, and the Bill
as amended, was read cnce and to-
morrow assigned for second reading.

Conference Committee Report

The Committee of Conference on
the disagreeing action of the two
branches of Legislature on Bill, “‘An
Act to Revise the Boating Law and
Extend Boat Registration and Safe-
ty Law to Cover Coastal Waters.”
(S. P. 585) (L. D, 1542) reported
that the Senate Accept the Confer-
ence Ccmmittee Report, and that the
House recede and concur with the
Senate and Pass the bill to be en-
grossed as amended by Senate
Amendments “A’”’ and “B”.

Which report was read and ac-
cepted.

Sent down for concurrence.

The Committee on Bills in the Sec-
ond Reading reported the following
Bills:

House

Bill, ‘“An Act to Provide for the
Reorganization of School Administra-
tive District No. 3. (H. P. 1101)
(L. D. 1579)

Which was read a second time
and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence,

Senate — As Amended

Bill, ““An Act to Reactivate Maine
Committee on Problems of the Men-
tally Retarded.” (8. P. 203) (L.
D. 513)

Bill,*“An Act Permitting Selectmen
of Certain Municipalities to Act as
Voting Registrars.” (8. P. 472) (L.
D. 1324)

Which were read a seccnd time
and passed to be engrossed, as
amended.
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Sent down for concurrence.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills
Reported as truly and strictly en-
grossed the following Bills:

Bill, “An Act Relating to Mileage
and Expenses for Members of Leg-
islature.” (H. P. 1065) (L. D. 1531)

On motion by Mr. Edmunds of
Aroostook, placed on the Special Ap-
propriations Table pending en a ¢ t-
ment.

Bill, ““An Act Prcviding for a Full-
time Chairman of the Liquor Com-
mission and Increasing the Compen-
sation.” (S. P. 157) (L. D. 433)

On motion by Mr. Edmunds of
Aroostook, placed on the Special Ap-
propriations Table pending enact-
ment.

Bill, ““An Aect Providing for Area
Directional Signs on Maine Turnpike
for Andover-Rumford and Washing-
ton County Areas.” (S. P. 360) (L.
D. 1026)

Which was passed to be enacted.

Emergency

Bill, ““An Act Reactivating the
State Committee on Children and
Youth.” (H. P. 1098) (L. D. 1574)

On motion by Mr. Edmunds of
Aroostook, placed on the Special Ap-
propriations Table pending enact-
ment.

Orders of the Day

The PRESIDENT: With regard to
Item 1-1, Bill, “An Act Relating to
Matching State Funds with Local
Chambers of Commerce to Obtain
New and Aid Expansicn of Present
Industries” (S. P. 47) (L. D. 97) the
Chair appointees as Senate confer-
ees, Senators: Lovell of York,
Jacques of Androscoggin, Noyes of
Franklin.

The President laid before the Sen-
ate the 1st tabled and today as-
signed item Conference Committee
Report on the disagreeing action of
the two branches of the Legislature
on Resolve, Providing Increases in
Retirement Allowances for Certain
Retired Fish and Game Wardens (S.
P. 255) (L. D. 629) reporting that
they ware Unable to Agree; tabled
on May 23 by Senator Harrington
of Penobscot pending acceptance.

Mrs. HARRINGTON of Penobscot:
Mr. President and members of the
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Senate, I move that we reject the
Conference Committee report and
ask for another Committee of Con-
ference and I would like to speak
on this if I may.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator
may proceed.

Mrs. HARRINGTON: One of the
members of the Conference Commit-
tee, who was against this bill has
made a financial survey of some of
these people. Out of the eighteen
he has found eleven that are really
in financial distress, and for that
reason we would like to have a
new conference committee. If these
eleven are accepted, the sum would
be $26,937.31 and I have cleared
this with the retirement office.

Thereupon, the Senate voted to re-
ject the report of the Committee
of Conference and to ask for a sec-
ond Committee of Conference. The
President appointed as conferees on
the part of the Senate: Senators:
Harrington of Penobscot, Boisvert of
Androscoggin and Sproul of Lincoln.

The President laid before the Sen-
ate the 2nd tabled and today as-
signed item (H. P. 978) (L. D. 1417)
Bill, ““An Act Authorizing the Maine
Port Authority to Establish Foreign
Trade Zones in Maine’’; tabled on
June 6 by Senator Edmunds of
Aroostook pending passage to be en-
grossed; the same Senator presented
Senate Amendment B which was
read and adopted, and the bill as
amended was passed to be en-
grossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

The President laid before the Sen-
ate the 3rd tabled and today as-
signed item (H. P. 296) (L. D. 390)
House reports from the Committee
on Legal Affairs on Bill, “An Act
to Consolidate the Universal-
ist Church of Maine with Northeast
District of the Unitarian Universalist
Association”: Majority report, Re-
fer to the 102nd Legislature; Mi-
nority Report, Ought to Pass, tabled
on June 6 by Senator Edmunds of
Aroostook pending acceptance of
either report.

Mr. STITHAM: Mr. President, I
move the acceptance of the Major-
ity report which is to refer the bill
to the 102nd Legislature.
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Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Whit-
taker of Penobscot, the bill was ta-
bled pending motion by Mr. Stitham
of Somerset to accept the majority
report; and the bill was especially
assigned for Tuesday next.

The President laid before the Sen-
ate the 4th tabled and today as-
signed item (H. P. 295) (L. D. 389)
House reports from the Committee
on Legal Affairs on Bill, “An Act
to Consolidate the Maine Unitarian
Association with Northeast District
of the Unitarian Universalist Associ-
ation”’; Majority report, refer to
the 102nd Legislature; Minority re-
port, Ought to Pass; tabled June 6
by Senator Edmunds of Aroostook
pending acceptance of either report.

Mr. STITHAM of Somerset: I
move acceptance of the Majority Re-
port which is to refer to the 102nd
Legislature.

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Whit-
taker of Penobscot, the bill was ta-
bled pending motion by Mr. Stitham
to accept the Majority report, and
the bill was especially assigned for
Tuesday next.

Mr. FARRIS of Kennebec: Mr.
President, Page 1 of today’s calen-
dar, Item 1-2, “An Act Relating to
Establishing of a Personnel Law for
Certain Employees of the City of
Lewiston”, I move that the Senate
reconsider its action whereby earlier
in the day we voted to adhere.

Mr. COUTURE of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I hope that this Sen-
ate will stand by their action at
this morning’s session.

Mr. JACQUES of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I think we have
wasted enough time in this session
in reconsidering things and coming
back with different items, trying to
put pressure on the Senators here
from the other body in this build-
ing. I think that we can take care
of our own linen in Lewiston and
I hope that the Senate does not
reconsider their action. This bill will
just go into a Committee of Confer-
ence and more trouble will result
and bad publicity for our city. I
think that we Senators in this Sen-
ate can take care of Lewiston’s af-
fairs. I hope the Senate does not
go along with reconsideration, and I
ask for a division.
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Mr. BOISVERT of Androscoggin:
Mr. President and members of the
Senate, certainly I rise in support of
the motion just made. I am sorry
not to go along with my two col-
leagues from Androscoggin county
but I feel that this matter should
go the course in this legislature and
should end in a Committee of Con-
ference and we should expect a re-
port from that. For that reason I
support the motion and hope the
Senate will go along with the re-
consideration.

Mr. JACQUES of Androscoggin:
President, I hate to rise again. As
you notice on this bill this morning,
the Conference Committee had a
Lewiston man on it and two men
not from the city of Lewiston. We
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have six other representatives in
the other body buf not one of them
was put on to this Conference Com-
mittee. You take it from there and
see what goes on.

Thereupon, a division of the Sen-
ate was had.

Seven having voted in the affirm-
ative and eighteen opposed, the
motion to reconsider did not pre-
vail.

The adjournment order having
been received from the House, read
and passed in concurrence, the Sen-
late

Adjourned until Monday, June 10
at four o’clock in the afternoon.



