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123rd Legislature - Second Regular Session 
Bill Requests For Screening 

INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

RECREATION 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

LR: 2885 Sponsor: Representative Perry, A. of Calais 

Title: An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Parking of Recreational Vehicles 
Comments: This bill would enact measures designed to address the issues presented by the 

overnight parking of recreational vehicles in areas other than authorized campgrounds. 
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INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

RECREATION 
WATERCRAFT 

LR: 2769 Sponsor: Representative Driscoll of Westbrook 

Title: An Act To Allow Online Registration of Watercraft 
Comments: This bill would require the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to allow Maine 

residents to register their watercraft online. 

LR: 2779 Sponsor: Representative Watson of Bath 

Title: An Act To Require Boating Safety Education 
Comments: This bill would require mandatory boating safety education for all power boat 

operators in Maine. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2945 Representative Sykes 
Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3309 Representative Bryant, M. 

LR: 2782 Sponsor: Representative Sykes of Harrison 

Title: An Act To Impose a Horsepower Restriction for Boat Motors on Long Lake and 
Brandy Pond 

Comments: This bill would limit the horsepower of boat motors operated on Long Lake and 
Brandy Pond in the towns of Bridgton, Harrison and Naples in Cumberland County. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2998 Representative Pilon 

LR: 2945 Sponsor: Representative Sykes of Harrison 

Title: An Act To Enact a Safe Boating Education Act 
Comments: This bill would enact a statewide safe boating act based on other states' model acts. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2779 Representative Watson 
Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3309 Representative Bryant, M. 

LR: 2946 Sponsor: Representative Sykes of Harrison 

Title: An Act To Enact Guidelines for Operating a Boat 
Comments: This bill would require the same guidelines for operating personal watercraft when 

operating all motorboats . 

. LR: 2971 Sponsor: Representative Sykes of Harrison 

Title: An Act To Restrict the Operation of Certain Motorboats to Persons 16 Years of Age or 
Older 

Comments: This bill would require that operators of motorboats with motors of more than 10 
horsepower be at least 16 years of age. 
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INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

RECREATION 
WATERCRAFT 

LIz: 2998 Sponsor: Representative Pilon of Saco 

Title: An Act To Ban Large Power Boats from Inland Waters 
Comments: This bill would ban large boats, as detennined by length and horsepower, from lakes 

and other inland waters in Maine. . 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2782 Representative Sykes 

LR: 3050 Sponsor: Representative Carter of Bethel 

Title: Resolve, To Build a Public Dock on Mooselookmeguntic Lake· 
Corinnents: This resolve would direct the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to study the 

feasibility of building a dock for public use and summer rentals on Mooselookmeguntic 
Lake at the Toothaker Landing site to restore public access to the lake now that the 
current dock has been privately purchased. 

LR: 3250 Sponsor: Representative Cleary of Houlton 

Title: An Act To Promote Boater Safety 
Comments: This bill would require that all boats with an outboard motor have a propeller guard. 

LR: 3309 Sponsor: Representative Bryant, M. of Windham 

Title: An Act To Require Education in Boating Safety 
Comments: This bill would .require mandatory boating safety education for all power boat 

operators in Maine. 

Closely RelatedLeg Req: LR 2779 Representative Watson 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2945 Representative Sykes 
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INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

RECREATION 
WHITEWATER RAFTING 

LR: 3238 Sponsor: Representative Pratt of Eddington 

Title: An Act To Amend the Whitewater Rafting Allocation.System 
Comments: This bill would prohibit the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife from 

removing, revoking or suspending allocations from a whitewater rafting outfitter for 
any reason other than to protect public safety or for continued or serious violation of 
the outfitter's license. The department could not remove, revoke or suspend allocations 
for what it determines to be the failure of the outfitter to continue using its allocations 
productively or for other subj ective reasons. 

LR: 3335 Sponsor: Representative Millett of Waterford 

Title; An Act To Clarify the Filing Requirements for Certain Not-for-profit Whitewater. 
Rafting Organizations 

Comments; This bill would amend the filing requirements for noncommercial whitewater rafting 
organizations by having the initial filing limited to the requested information from the 
club's officers, directors and trustees, with a subsequent filing for all dues-paying 
members at the end of the rafting season each year, not later than December 31st. 

WARDENS 
POWERS AND DUTIES 

LR: 2947 Sponsor: Representative Sykes of Harrison 

Title: An Act Concerning Seasonal Wardens and Boating Safety 
Comments: This bill would allow a municipality to hire seasonal wardens to help patrol the waters 

. for increased boater safety . 

. Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3308· Representative Bryant, M. 

LR: 3308 Sponsor: Representative Bryant, M. of Windham 

Title: An Act To Create aNew Position in the Bureau of Warden Service 
Comments: This bill would create a new position in the Department of Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife, Bureau of Warden Service to patrol Sebago Lake and Long Lake and 
contiguous waterways. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2947 Representative Sykes 
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INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

WILDLIFE 
HABITAT 

LR: 3135 Sponsor: Representative Flood of Winthrop 

Title: An Act To Clarify the Application of Protections under Significant Wildlife Habitats 
Pertaining to Nonmetallic Mining Activities 

Conunents: This bill would clarify that the law that offers new protections to significant wildlife 
habitat does not apply to nonmetallic mineral mining activities that were permitted or 
otherwise authorized by the State prior to the effective date of the law. 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS BUREAU 
ADMINSTRA TION 

LR: 2889 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: Resolve, Directing the Bureau of Financial Institutions To Study the Impact of Identity 
Theft and Data Security Breaches in the State 

Comments: This resolve would direct the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, 
Bureau of Financial Institutions to study the effect of data security breaches on Maine 
consumers, financial institutions and credit unions, including the damages suffered as a 
result of these breaches, and to report its fmdings and recommendations to the 
Legislature no later than February 1, 2009. 

FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
ACCOUNT SALES 

LR: 2747 Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Preserve Competition in the Financial Services Market 
Comments: This bill would preserve competition in the financial services market. 

FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
CONSUMER CREDIT 

LR: 2940 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Prevent Home Foreclosures and Provide Consumer Assistance 
Comments: This bill would provide consumer counseling services and free legal service resources 

for consumers caught in the subprime predatory lending boom. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2752 Representative Priest 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2939 Speaker Cummings 

FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
CREDIT CARDS 

LR: 2733 Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Ensure Fairness in Credit Card Practices 
Comments: This bill would prohibit certain unfair practices of credit card companies. 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
INVESTMENTS 

LR: 3256 Sponsor: Senator Rotundo of Androscoggin 

An Act To Simplify the Transfer of Retirement Funds Title: 
Comments: This bill would require written consent from an individual in order for a company to 

hold money in a retirement money market account beyond the time of transfer of the 
manager of the retirement funds. 

FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
MORTGAGES 

LR: 2752 Sponsor: Representative Priest of Brunswick 

An Act To Protect Homeowners from Equity Stripping during Foreclosures Title: 
Comments: This bill would enact measures designed to protect homeowners from equity stripping 

during foreclosures. -

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2939 Speaker Cummings 
Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2940 Speaker Cummings 

LR: 2939 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Protect Home Ownership and Prevent Foreclosures 
Comments: This bill would establish a Home Foreclosure Task Force, which would include a 

representative from the Department -of the Attorney General, the Maine State Housing 
Authority and the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of 
Consumer Credit Regulation. The purpose of the task force would be to work with 
consumers and lenders to avoid foreclosures. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2752 Representative Priest 
Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2940 Speaker Cummings 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INSURANCE 
HEALTH 

LR: 2742 Sponsor: Representative Conover of Oakland 

. Title: An Act To Prevent Health Insurers from Discriminating against Consumers 
Comments: . This bill would prohibit health insurers from using health surveys to discriminate 

against consumers. 

LR: 2749 Sponsor: Representative Makas of Lewiston 

Title: An Act To Bring Insurance Reimbursement Rates Up-to-date for Screening and 
Treating Newborns and Presc~ool Children for Hearing Loss for MaineCare 

Comments: This bill would increase the reimbursement rates to bring them up-to-date to current 
costs concerning screening and treating newborns and preschool children for hearing 
loss for MaineCare. 

LR: 2805 Sponsor: Representative Mazurek of Rockland 

Title: An Act Relating to Insurance Coverage for Colorectal Cancer Early Detection 
Comments: This bill would require all health insurance policies, contracts and certificat~s to 

provide coverage for colorectal cancer screening tests. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3318 Representative Sirois 

LR: 2815 Sponsor: Representative Miramant of Camden 

. Title: An Act To Provide Equity in Reimbursement for Health Care Services 
Comments: This bill would prohibit insurance companies from distinguishing between preferred 

and nonpreferred health care providers and hospitals in order to prevent inequities in 
billing between insured individuals and insurance companies. The bill would provide 
the same relationship to insured individuals as that claimed by insurance companies 
with respect to health care providers and hospitals regarding terms of reimbursement. 

LR: 2824 Sponsor: Representative Priest of Brunswick 

Title: An Act To Establish an Office of the Health Care Insurance Advocate in the State 
Comments: This bill would establish a Health Care Insurance Advocate for the State, based on a 

similar program in Connecticut. The advocate would aid citizens in the State with their 
health care insurance issues and would be funded by a levy on health insurance 
companies. 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INSURANCE 
HEALTH 

LR: 2995 Sponsor: Senator Bryant, B. of Oxford 

Title: An Act To Limft Annual Increases in Health Insurance Premiums to the Increase in the 
Cost of Living 

Comments: This bill would limit annual increases in health ins~rance premiums to the increase in 
the cost of living. 

LR: 3089 Sponsor: Senator Weston of Waldo 

Title: An Act To Expand Affordable Health Insurance Choices in Maine 
Comments: This bill would permit certain out-of-state health insurers to offer their individual or 

group health plans for sale in this State, reform the guaranteed issuance requirement in 
the individual health insurance market, create the Comprehensive Guaranteed Access 
Health Insurance Association, permit individual health insurance carriers to forgo 
approval of premium rates if the carrier maintains a loss ratio of 68% over a continuous 
36-month period, broaden the community rating laws for individual and small group 
health plans, repeal the savings offset payment, repeal the laws establishing the 
certificate of need program and the capital investment fund, repeal the hospital tax, 
repeal the premium tax on insurance companies with respect to health insurance, 
require the State to reimburse hospitals for all unpaid MaineCare hospital settlements, 
provide a deduction from income for certain premiums paid for health insurance and 
place a 5-year moratorium on the enactment of new mandated health insurance 
benefits. 

JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD 1517 
Closely Related CO: LD 1047 
Closely Related CO: LD 1760 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3157 Representative Tardy 
Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3231 Senator Diamond 

LR: 3105 Sponsor: Representative Barstow of Gorham 

Title: An Act To Clarify the Laws Governing the Extension of Health Care Coverage to 
Dependents 

Comments: This bill would amend the law enacted last session that extended health insurance 
coverage for dependent children up to 25 years of age by clarifying definitions and 
eligibility for dependent children up to 25 years of age. 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

. INSURANCE 
HEALTH 

LR: 3143 Sponsor: Representative Pingree of North Haven 

Title: An Act To Continue Maine's Leadership in Providing Health Insurance Coverage to the 
Uninsured 

Comments: This bill would reform the individual health care insurance market and establish an 
ongoing funding source for Dirigo Health. 

JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD 1890 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2825 Representative Priest 

LR: 3157 Sponsor: Representative Tardy of Newport 

Title: An Act To Allow the Regional Purchase of Health Insurance 
Comments: This bill would allow businesses and individuals to purchase health insurance from 

outside the State. 
JR217 Ruling Needed: LD 1517 

Closely Related CO: LD 1760 
Closely Related CO: LD 1047 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3089 Senator Weston 

LR: 3257 SpOIisor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Address the Affordability and Comprehensiveness of Health Coverage in 
Maine 

Comments: This bill would enact concepts in the National Association of Insurance 
Corrnnissioners model act that address the affordability and comprehensiveness of 
health coverage in the nongroup and small group marketplace in the State. 

LR: 3261 Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: Resolve, To Establish the Maine Guaranteed Health Coverage Corrnnission 
Comments: This resolve would create the Maine Guaranteed Health Coverage Corrnnission to 

design a guaranteed health coverage program that provides affordable quality health 
coverage to all Maine residents. The corrnnission would report its recommendations, 
with accompanying legislation to create the program, to the 124th Legislature by 
March 15,2009: 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INSURANCE 
HEALTH 

LR: 3277 Sponsor: Representative Craven of Lewiston 

Title: An Act To Ensure Coverage of Care for Individuals with Acquired Brain Injuries 
Comments: This bill would require a health insurer to provide coverage for services related to an 

acquired brain injury and require the insurer to provide adequate training to the 
insurer's employees responsible for preauthorization of coverage. 

JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD's 722 and 1782 

LR: 3302 Sponsor: Representative Brautigam of Falmouth 

Title: An Act To Ensure Stability and Affordability within the Health Insurance Market 
Comments: This bill would merge the individual and small gfoup health insurance markets and 

would establish a reinsurance model designed to offset any increases in rates for small 
business that result from the merger of markets. 
Closely Related CO: LD 1047 
Closely Related CO: LD 1294 
Closely Related CO: LD 1760 

LR: 3306 Sponsor: Representative Savage, D. of Falmouth 

Title: An Act To Require Insurance Carriers To Pay a Minimum Amount for Emergency 
Treatment 

Comments: This bill would require insurance carriers to pay at least 80% of the cost of emergency 
medical services rendered when an emergency occurs more than 100 miles from the 
residence of the insured patient. 

'.1 

LR: 3318 Sponsor: Representative Sirois of Turner 

Title: An Act To Ensure Early Detection of Colorectal and Prostate Cancers 
Comments: This bill would req:uire that all health insurance companies providing coverage to 

Maineresidents must cover early detection exams and procedures referred by primary 
care physicians for colorectal and prostate cancers. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR2805 Representative Mazurek 

LR: 3380 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Ensure Affordable Health Care for Maine Citizens 
Comments: This bill would raise the cigarette tax by $.50, and would dedicate that increase to 

funding theDirigo Health Plan. 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INSURANCE 
HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZA nONS 

LR: 3061 Sponsor: Senator Snowe-Mello of Androscoggin 

Title: An Act To Increase Deductibles for Plans Offered by Health Maintenance 
Organizations 

Comments: This bill would allow health maintenance organizations to offer plans with deductibles 
up to $2,500. 

LR: 3138 Sponsor: Representative Perry, A. of Calais 

Title: An Act To Increase the Reimbursement of Nurse Practitioners as Primary Care 
Providers 

Comments: This bill would require health maintenance organizations to reimburse nurse 
practitioners who are primary care providers. 

INSURANCE 
LIFE 

LR: 3217 Sponsor: Representative Brautigam of Falmouth 

Title: An Act To Protect Life Insurance Consumers 
Comments: This bill would amend Maine's law on viatical settlements to be consistent with the 

recently adopted National Association of Insurance Commissioners Viatical 
Settlements Model Act by seeking a limited 5-year moratorium on certain life 
insurance settlements and requiring more robust disclosure requirements to policy 
owners. 

INSURANCE 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

LR: 2905 Sponsor: Representative Fischer of Presque Isle 

Title: An Act To Provide Incentives for Motorcyclists To Wear Helmets 
Comments: This bill would require insurance companies to offer a credit on motorcycle insurance 

to policyholders who wear helmets 
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INSURANCE PRACTICES 
RATING 

LR: 3368 

Title: An Act To Amend the Insurance Scoring and Rerating Laws 

Sponsor: Senator Sullivan of York . 

Comments: This bill would provide an exemption to actions generated by insurers requesting 
rescoring. 
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DOMESTIC 
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Bill Requests For Screening 

LR: 2898 Sponsor: Senator Sullivan of York 

Title: An Act To Prevent Domestic Violence and Protect Our Citizens 
Comments: This bill would enact measures designed to prevent domestic violence and to protect 

the citizens of the State,inc1uding establishing county domestic violence advocacy 
offices, the funding of attorney services for victims of domestic violence, increased 
funding for safe houses and crisis assistance, the establishment of a s.tatewide registry 
of perpetrators and the creation' of a task force to undertake a comprehensive review of 
the criminal code related to domestic violence. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL DEPT 
POWERS 

LR: 3248 Sponsor: Representative Berry of Bowdoinham 

Title: . An Act To Create a Mental Health Homicide Review Board 

Comments: This bill would create a mental health homicide review board in conjunction with the 
Attorney General's office similar to the domestic violence review board that currently 
exists; 

ATTORNEYS 
ATTORNEYS FEES 

LR: 2894 Sponsor: Senator Hastings of Oxford 

Title: An Act To Amend the Freedom of Access Laws To Provide Attorney's Fees in Certain 
Successful Appeals 

Comments: This bill would allow a person bringing an appeal under the freedom of access laws to 
. recover attorney's fees if the court determines certain actions were willful. 

BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES 

LR: 3136 Sponsor: Representative Cleary of Houlton 

Title: An Act To Assist Distressed Businesses Organized as Limited Liability Companies 

Comments: This bill would allow a limited liability company, upon filing with the Secretary of 
State, to be excused from further filings with the Secretary of State as long as the 
company does not transact any business. 
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BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS 

LR: 2986 Sponsor: Senator Hobbins of York 

Title: An Act To Ccirre~t the Uniform Limited Partnership Act of 2007 
Comments: This bill would correct a gap in the Uniform Limited Partnership Act of 2007 

inadvertently created by Public Law 2005, chapter 543. Current law is ambiguous with 
regard to what law applies to existing limited partnerships that do not elect to be 
covered by the new law before July 1, 2008. 

CNIL COMMITMENTS 
INVOLUNTARY 

LR: 3202 Sponsor: Senator Nutting, J. of Androscoggin· 

Title: An Act To Clarify the Qualifications of Mental Health Examiners 
Comnients: This bill would add nurse practitioners, advanced practice nurses and physician 

assistants to the list of medIcal personnel authorized to conduct involuntary 
corrimitment examinations. 

COURTS 
JUDICIAL DEPT 

LR: 3283 Sponsor: Representative Dill of Cape Elizabeth 

Title: An Act To Create a Judicial Cascade Account 
Comments: This bill would provide long-term funding for the judicial branch by creating a 

mini-cascade account that would be designated for judicial capital projects. 

DISCLOSURE 
JOURNALIST CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES 

LR: 3297 Sponsor: Representative Hinck of Portland 

Title: An Act To Shield Journalists' Confidential Sources 
Comments: This bill would protect ajoumalist's confidential sources. Under certain 

circumstances, a court may compel the disclosure of the identity of a source. 
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
DIVORCE 

LR: 3228 Sponsor: Senator Martin of Aroostook 

Title: An Act To Require a Waiting Period from the Close of Divorce Mediation before a 
Valid Mediation Agreement Is Signed 

Comments: This bill would require a period of24 hours to lapse from the close of mediation in a 
divorce before the parties may sign a mediation agreement. 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
PARENTAL RIGHTS 

LR: 2901 Sponsor: Representative Clark of Millinocket 

Title: An Act To Grant Step-parents the Same Rights as Biological Parents 
Comments: This bill would amend the law to grant step-parents the same rights held by biological 

parents with respect to decisions regarding a child, including decisions about medical 
treatment and education needs. 

FREEDOM OF ACCESS 
EXECUTWE SESSIONS 

LR: 2873 Sponsor: Representative Hogan of Old Orchard Beach 

Title: An Act To Require the Recording of all Public Entities When in Executive Session 
Comments: This bill would require that all meetings held in executive session by public entities be 

recorded and kept on file for one year. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
DISCRIMINATION 

LR: 3281 Sponsor: Representative Dill of Cape Elizabeth 

Title: An Act To Prohibit Discrimination Based on Familial Status and Responsibilities 
Comments: This bill would amend the Maine Human Rights Act to prohibit employment 

discrimination based on marital status, parental status and family responsibilities. 
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MEDICAL RIGHTS 
PATIENT'S RIGHTS 

LR: 2990 Sponsor: Senator Bryant, B. of Oxford 

Title: An Act To Require That Health Care Providers Follow "Do Not Resuscitate" Orders 
Comments: This bill would require that health care providers follow "do not resuscitate" orders. 

REAL ESTATE 
PROPERTY RIGHTS 

LR: 2857 

Title: An Act To Protect the Rights of Leaseholders 

Sponsor: Representative Clark of Millinocket 

Comments: This bill would enact measures designed to protect the rights ofleaseholders. 
. JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD 1576 

TORTS 
DUTY TO REPORT 

LIt 2854 Sponsor: Representative McLeod of Lee 

Title: An Act To Create a Duty To Report Serious Injuries 
Comments: This bill would require a person who observes that another person has received a 

serious injury to immediately report that condition and request first aid by the quickest 
means of communication available to a police department, emergency dispatch center, 
licensed medical facility or licensed medical provider. 

TORTS 
IMMUNITY 

LR: 3235 Sponsor: Senator Hobbins of York 

Title: An Act Regarding the Administration of Medication to Children with Allergies and 
Asthma 

Comments: This bill would provide immunity to governmental agencies and their subdivisions and 
personnel with respect to administering prescriptions or other medications to children 
with allergies or asthma. 
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LR: 2963 Sponsor: Senator Nass, R. of York 

Title: An Act To Establish Limited Liability for Landowners for Owners of Noncommercial 
Airstrips . 

Comments: This bill would establish limited landowner liability for the owners of noncommercial 
airstrips. The limited liability would be modeled on the law currently applicable to 
owners of land on which people conduct recreational activities such as hiking, 
snowmobiling and biking; 

TORTS 
TORT CLAIMS ACT. 

LR: 3180 Sponsor: Representative Mills, 1. of Farmington 

Title: An Act To Clarify the Definition of "Dumpster" as Used in the Maine Tort Claims Act 
Comments: . This bill would clarify the definition of "dumpster"as used in the Maine Tort Claims 

Act. 
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EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
LEAVE POLICIES 

LR: 2761 Sponsor: Representative Tuttle of Sanford 

Title: An Act To Amend the Family Medical Leave Laws To Include Siblings 
Comments: This bill would allow an employee to take family medical leave for a sibling with a 

serious health condition. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2771 Representative Marley 

LR: 2771 Sponsor: Representative Marley of Portland 

Title: An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Family Medical Leave To Include Siblings 
Comments: This bill would include siblings of an employee as persons for whose care the 

employee could request family medical leave. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR .2761 Representative Tuttle 

LR: 3199 Sponsor: Representative Norton of Bangor 

Title: An Act To Require Bereavement Leave in the Event of Miscarriage or Death of a Fetus 
Comments: This bill would require an employer that employs 25 or more employees to allow an 

employee who has experienced a miscarriage or the death of a fetus 5 days' paid 
bereavement leave. 

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
BENEFITS 

LR: 3317 Sponsor: Representative Bryant, M. of Windham 

Title:· An Act To Protect Maine Workers during Labor Disputes 
Comments: This bill would allow workers1ocked out of their jobs during extensive labor disputes 

access to Maine unemployment insurance benefits after 60 days and the opportunity to 
pursue retraining opportunities that are typically available to laid-off employees after 
120 days without resolution of the dispute. 

LABOR DEPT 
ADMINISTRATION 

LR: 3253 Sponsor: Representative Patrick of Rumford 

Title: An Act Regarding International Trade Agreements 
Comments: This bill would require legislative approval before the State is required to adhere to 

government procurement rules, service sector rules and investment rules of an 
international trade agreement. 
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LR: 2942 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Improve the Elections Process under the Maine Labor Relations Board 
Laws 

Comments: This bill would amend the Maine Labor Relations Board laws to change the timing of 
elections. 

LABOR RELATIONS 
COLLECTNE BARGAINING 

LR: 2843 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Ensure Family Child Care Providers the Freedom To Jointly Negotiate with 
the State 

Comments: This bill would enable family child care providers, including state-certified home day 
care providers and legal, unlicensed providers who participate in the State's child care 
subsidy programs for low-income families, to jointly negotiate with the State. 
concerning the provision of quality child care services. It would establish procedures 
for a fair election and certification of an exclusive representative to participate on the 
providers' behalf in these negotiations and provide for the conduct and subjects of 
negotiations. It would help to ensure that providers are not restricted from engaging in 
joint activities to improve access to and the delivery of quality child care services. 

LABOR RELATIONS 
LABOR DISPUTES 

LR: 2933 Sponsor: Senator Martin of Aroostook 

Title: An Act Pertaining to Labor Relations 
Comments: This bill would provide for an appeals process between an employer and an employee 

in the private setting. 

STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
BENEFITS 

LR: 3094 Sponsor: Senator Benoit of Sagadahoc 

Title: An Act To Allow Changes to Beneficiaries under the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System 

Comments: This bill would allow a retiree in the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to 
change the designated beneficiary more than once. 
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STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
CREDITS 

LR: 3036. Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Correct the Law Regarding Portability of Pension Benefits for Law 
Enforcement Officers and Firefighters 

Comments: This bill would correct an error in the law that vias intended to allow law enforcement 
officers and firefighters to move among jobs at the state and local level without losing 
the value of the service credits they had earned with a prior employer. 

LR: 3044 . Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Allow Certain Purchased Retirement Service Credit To Count as Pre-1993 
Service 

Comments: This bill would allow a person to purchase retirement service credit for time served in 
the Peace Corps, VISTA, Head Start and other such programs and have that service 
count towards pre-1993 service. 

STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
EARNABLE COMPENSATION 

LR: 3200 . Sponsor: Representative Farrington of Gorham 

Title: An Act To Exclude Collectively Bargained and Job Promotion Increases from the 
Earnable Compensation Limitation for Retirement Purposes 

Comments: This bill would exclude collectively bargained salary or wage increases and salary or 
wage increases that are a result of ajob promotion from the limitation on earnable 
compensati<?n for retirement purposes. 

STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
SCHOOL PERSONNEL 

LR: 3020 Sponsor: Representative Jacobsen of Waterboro 

Title: An Act To Include School Bus Drivers in the Maine Public Employees Retirement 
System 

Comments: This bill would include school bus drivers in the Maine Public Employees Retirement 
System. 
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STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
TEACHERS 

LR: 2879 Sponsor: Representative Marley of Portland 

Title: Resolve, To Study the Effect of Changes in Retirement Benefits on Teachers 
Comments: This resolve would direct the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to study the 

effect of changes in retirement benefits for those teachers who were employed as such 
when changes to the calculation of retirement benefits took effect, but who missed the 
cutoff by 30 days or less. Maine Public Employees Retirement System would report 
with methods of allowing; those teachers to attain the "pre-cliff' benefits. 
Closely Related CO: LD 1693 . 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
AGENCY STORES 

LR: 2976 Sponsor: Representative Fletcher of Winslow 

Title: An Act To Allow Agency Liquor Stores 2 Exterior Advertising Signs 
Comments: This bill would allow agency liquor stores to have 2 exterior advertising signs instead 

of the one allowed under current law. 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
INTERSTATE SHIPPING 

LR: 3147 

Title: An Act To Allow Direct-to-consumer Wine Sales 

Sponsor: Senator Bromley of Cumberland 

Comments: This bill would allow direct-to-consumer sales of wine to state-registered buyers. 
JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD 143 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
LICENSING 

LR: 3027 Sponsor: Representative Carter of Bethel 

Title: An Act To Establish a Combination Spirits License 
Comments: This bill would allow a general store that has less than $150,000 per year in gross 

sales, that has less than 1,250 square feet of sales area and that is the only general store 
within a municipality to purchase a combination beer and wine license for $300 plus 
applicable fees. 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
WINE 

LR: 3189 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To PrOmote the Production of Wine in Maine 
Comments: This bill would remove some of the restrictions on the taste-testing of wine on the 

premises ~f farm wineries. It would also remove some of the restrictions on the 
taste-testing of wine on the premises of fine wine stores for a maximum of one 
wine-tasting per week. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ELECTIONS 
CAMP AIGN FINANCE 

LR: 2756 Sponsor: Representative Piotti of Unity 

Title: An Act To Ensure Integrity in Financing Publicly Funded Campaigns 
Cominents: This bill would prohibit a publicly financed candidate for Governor or the Legislature 

from directing state funds to a spouse, domestic partner or other contributor to the 
candidate's household fmances for services provided. This bill would also prohibit a 
publicly financed candidate from directing state funds to a business owned by that 
family member for serviees. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3374 Representative Mills, J. 

LR: 2869 Sponsor: Representative Simpson of Auburn 

Title: An Act To Ensure the Integrity of Maine Clean Election Fund Expenditures 
Comments: This bill would require all Maine Clean Election Fund candidates to file receipts of 

clean elections money expenditures. 

LR: 3374 Sponsor: Representative Mills, J. of Farmington 

Title: AnAct To Prohibit the Use of Maine Clean Election Fund Money for Payment to 
Family Members 

Comments: This bill would disallow payment of Maine Clean Election Fund money to spouses and 
close family members as salary for campaign work. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2756 Representative Piotti 

ELECTIONS 
. REFERENDA 

LR: 2748 Sponsor: Representative Makas of Lewiston 

Title: An Act To Define the Need To Vote Again on Referendum Questions 
Comments: This bill would require a follow-up vote on certain referendum questions that are 

approved on election day but not immediately implemented. If in the interim 
circumstances of the subject of the referendum have changed, another vote must be 
held within a specific period. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS· 

GAMBLING 
GAMES OF CHANCE 

LR: 3361 Sponsor: Senator Mills, P. of Somerset 

Title: An Act To Authorize Low-stakes Cribbage Games at Charitable and Fraternal 
Organizations . 

Comments: This bill would authorize nonprofit, charitable and fraternal organizations to administer 
cribbage games as games of chance by charging $15 per evening for a maximum of 60 
participants, as long as the total amount wagered for the evening does not exceed $300. 
This bill would address the recent detennination by the Department of Public Safety 
that cribbage games conducted by groups such as the American Legion and the Eagles 
Club, with low-stakes prizes for a license fee of $15 are not in compliance with current 
state law. 

GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 
DISCLOSURES 

LR: 3294 Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Increase Public Confidence in Government by Expanding Public Disclosure 
Comments: This bill would expand the list of information that Legislators and executive branch 

officials are required to list on financial disclosures to include interest in real estate, 
the value of various investments, positions as officers and directors of corporations and 
names of spouses and dependents. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 
EnnCS COMMISSION 

LR: 2768 Sponsor: Representative Tuttle of Sanford 

Title: An Act To Require the Maine Economic Research Institute To Report Financial 
Matters to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 

Comments: This bill would require the Maine Economic Research Institute to report its financial 
matters to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices as do 
political action committees. 

LR: 2807 Sponsor: Representative Canavan of Waterville 

Title: An Act To Amend the Law Governing Membership on the Commission on 
GQvernmental Ethics and Election Practices 

Comments: This bill would change the way members of the Commission on Governmental Ethics 
and Election Practices are chosen to the way originally enacted in law. In addition,this 
bill would prohibit the officers, directors or members of the boards of organizations 
that lobby the Legislature, or affiliates of such organizations, from serving as members 
of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3305 Speaker Cummings 

LR: 3305 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Provide for Removal of Members of the Commission on Governmental 
Ethics and Election Practices 

Comments: . This bill would provide the Governor with authority to remove a member of the 
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 2807 Representative Canavan 

GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 
LEGISLATORS 

LR: 2853 Sponsor: Speaker Cummings of Portland 

Title: An Act To Promote Transparency and Accountability in Campaigns and Governmental 
Ethics 

Comments: This bill would enact measures designed to promote transparency and accountability in 
campaigns and governmental ethics. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

LANDLORD AND TENANT 
EVICTION 

LR: 2956 Sponsor: Representative Thomas of Ripley 

Title: An Act To Protect Landlords against False Statements 
Comments: This bill would allow a quicker eviction of a nonpaying tenant if that tenant made a 

false statement on a rental agreement. 

LR: 3213 Sponsor: Senator Plowman of Penobscot' 

Title: An Act To Protect Landlords from Frivolous Eviction Appeals 
Comrrients: This bill would require a tenant that is appealing an eviction to put rent payments for 

the duration of the appeal process in escrow. 

LEGISLATURE 
COMMITTEES 

LR: 2739 . Sponsor: Representative Miramant of Camden 

Title: An Act To Require That a Person Who Testifies before a Committee Must Be Sworn 
In 

Comments: This bill would require that anyone who testifies before a committee must be sworn in. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

LOBBYISTS 
DISCLOSURE 

LR: 2806 Sponsor: Representative CanavanofWaterville 

Title: An Act To Require Lobbyists To Disclose the Cost of Advertising for the Pwpose of 
Influencing Any Legislative Action 

Comments: This bill would require a lobbyist to include in the lobbyist's monthly report to the 
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices the specific dollar amount 
of expenditures for solicitation. 

JR 217 Ruling Needed: LD 1898 

LR: 2809 Sponsor: Representative Canavan of Waterville 

Title: An Act To Require the Enhanced Disclosure of the Costs of Lobbying 
Comments: This bill would require that any person or entity who hires a lobbyist disclose to the 

Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices the amount of 
expenditures to the lobbyist to advance or defeat proposed legislation. 

LR: 3178 Sponsor: Representative Mills, J. of Farmington 

Title: An Act To Require Registration of Persons Lobbying the Office of the Attorney 
General 

Comments: This bill would require registration and disclosure of lobbying costs for those who 
lobby the Office of the Attorney General. 

TORT CLAIMS 
CLAIMS AGAINSt THE STATE 

LR: 3001 Sponsor: Senator Benoit of Sagadahoc 

Title: Resolve, To Allow John Jorgenson To Sue the State 
Comments: This resolve would allow John Jorgenson, who was injured in a collision with a 

Department of Transportation vehicle, to sue the State and recover up to $4,000,000 of 
any damages awarded by a jury. 
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LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS 
CEMETERY 

LR: 2826 Sponsor: Representative Tuttle of Sanford 

Title: Resolve, To Name the Springvale Veterans Cemetery the Roger Landry Veterans 
Cemetery 

Comments: This resolve would rename the veterans cemetery in Springvale the Roger Landry 
Veterans Cemetery. 

VETERANS 
SERVICES 

LR: 3357 Sponsor: President Edmonds of Cumberland 

Title: An Act To Meet the Emergency Needs of Maine Veterans 
Comments: This bill would increase the amount of emergency assistance that the Bureau of Maine 

Veterans' Services may provide to a veteran for medical needs from $500 to $5,000. 
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MARINE RESOURCES 

FISH 
FISHWAYS 

LR: 3243 Sponsor: Senator Damon of Hancock 

Title: An Act To Restore Diadromous Fish in the St. Croix River 
Comments: This bill would require the Commissioner of Marine Resources and the Commissioner 

of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to ensure that by May 1,2008 the fishways on the 
Woodland Dam and the Grand Falls Dam are configured in a manner that allows the 
passage of alewives. 

LOBSTERS 
PROMOTION 

LR: 2760 Sponsor: Representative Tuttle of Sanford 

An Act To Create a Lobster Stock Rebuilding Program Title: 
Comments: This bill would create a lobster stock rebuilding program. 

MARINE REsouRCES DEPT 
ADMINISTRATION 

LR: 2887 Sponsor: Representative Emery of Cutler 

An Act To Develop and Implement the Marine Fisheries Stock Enhancement Fund Title: 
Comments: This bill would establish a council of 7 members to oversee and disburse money in the 

Marine Fisheries Stock Enhancement Fund for applied research, development, 
production of harvested species, infrastructure, monitoring and assessment. 

MARINE RESOURCES DEPT 
RULES 

LR: 3263 Sponsor: Senator Damon of Hancock 

Title: An Act To Make Marine Resources Management More Responsive 
Comments: This bill would change the rules that are adopted to limit the taking of a marine 

organism for the purpose of protecting another marine organism from major 
substantive to routine technical in order to allow the Department of Marine Resources 
to respond more effectively to fisheries management needs. 
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MARINE RESOURCES 

RECREATIONAL FISHING 
RESTORE FISHING AS IMPORTANT RECREATION INDUSTRY 

LR: 3000 Sponsor: Representative Koffman of Bar Harbor 

Title: An Act To Restore Maine's Status as a Premier Fishing Destination 
Comments: This bill would restore Maine's former national reputation as a premier destination for· 

serious anglers from around the world, and thereby strengthen Maine's outdoor 
tourism-based economy, by improving visitors' fishing experiences through state 
fisheries regulations and management measures. 

SHELLFISH 
CLAMS 

LR: 3029 Sponsor: Representative Gerzofsky of Brunswick 

Title: An Act To Protect Public Health and Promote a Healthy Shellfish Industry 
Comments: This bill would require the Department of Marine Resources to establish rules that 

permit the purchase of soft-shell clams at landings by certified shellfish dealers. 

LR: 3045 Sponsor: Representative Webster of Freeport 

Title: . An Act To Make Clam Flat Status Notification More Efficient, Cost-effective and 
Economically Beneficial to the Shellfish Industry 

Comments: This bill would make the shellfish hotline the mechanism by which the Department of 
Maririe ResoUrces would notify shellfish harvesters of the opening and closing of clam 
flats. 

SHELLFISH 
HARVESTING 

LR: 3030 Sponsor: Representative Gerzofsky of Brunswick 

Title: An Act To More Quickly Reopen Clam Flats 
Comments: This bill would give municipalities the option to hire private laboratories to engage in 

extra water sampling so that more shellfish growing areas can be analyzed and, if they 
are clean, utilized. 
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MARINE RESOURCES 

SHELLFISH 
MUSSELS 

LR: 3057 Sponsor: Senator Raye of Washington 

Title: An Act To Give Municipalities Control of Mussels Located in Intertidal Zones 
Comments: . This bill would includemussels located in intertidal zones on the list of species that are 

under the control of municipalities. 

SHELLFISH 
SCALLOPS 

LR: 3214 Sponsor: Senator Damon of Hancock 

Title: An Act To Preserve the Cobscook Bay Scallop Fishery 
Comments: This bill would require the suspension of a person's scallop fishing license if that 

person is convicted of 3 or more violations of the scallop fishing laws in Cobscook 
Bay. This bill would also establish a mandatory fine for violations of scallop fishing 
laws in Cobscook Bay. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

AIR QUALITY 
EMISSIONS 

LR: 2922 Sponsor: Representative Fletcher of Winslow 

Title: An Act To Require Legislative Approval of Department of Environmental Protection 
Rules Implementing the Carbon Dioxide Cap-and-trade Program of the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of 2007 

Comments: Under current law, rules adopted to implement the carbon dioxide cap-and-trade 
program of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of 2007 are designated as 
routine technical rules. This bill would change those rules from routine technical rules 
to major substantive rules. . 

LR: 3033 Sponsor: Representative MacDonald of Boothbay 

Title: An Act To Require Capture and Sequestration of Carbon Dioxide Emissions from New 
Coal-powered Industrial Facilities in the State 

Comments: This bill would, to meet Maine's climate goals and to promote development of new 
clean energy and carbon reduction technologies, prohibit development of new 
coal-powered industrial facilities in the State unless such facilities capture and 
permanently isolate 90% of the carbon dioxide emissions that contribute to global 
warming. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3222 Senator Strimling 

LR: 3201 Sponsor: Representative Koffman of Bar Harbor 

Title: An Act To Update the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
Comments: This bill would amend the definition of "fossil fuel fired" electrical generating units to 

cOinply with the definition in the final version of the model rules for the regional 
greenhouse gas initiative. 

LR: 3222 Sponsor: Senator Strimling of Cumberla,nd 

Title: An Act To Require the State To Consider Carbon Dioxide Effects whenPermitting 
Projects 

Comments: This bill would require state permittirig agencies to consider and provide preference to 
projects that diminish carbon dioxide production, as compared to oil and coal. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3033 Representative MacDonald 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

COASTAL AREAS 
INTERTIDAL LANDS 

LR: 3260 Sponsor: Representative Percy of Phippsburg 

Title: An Act To Safeguard the Natural Communities of Pitch Pine, Semi-dune and Wetland 
Comments: This bill would provide protection for unique areas that are of geological interest and 

are botanic and wildlife habitats in M~ine coastal areas. The guidelines for protecting 
these areas would be jointly developed by the Natural Areas Program and the Maine 
Geological Survey, both within the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Geology 
and Natural Areas; the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; and the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

CONTAINERS-RETURNABLE 
PLASTIC BAGS 

LR: 3207 Sponsor: Representative Koffman of Bar Harbor 

Title: An Act To Reduce Litter, Preserve Landfill Space and Protect Wildlife Habitat 
Comments: This bill would implement a fee on plastic grocery shopping bags of 20 cents each. 

Customers who provide their own cloth bags would be given a 20-cent credit per bag. 
If the grocery store provided biodegradable, starch-based bags, the store could keep 10 
cents of the fee. The balance would be forwarded to the Department of Environmental 
Protection for its waste management program. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOARD 
ADMINISTRATION 

LR: 3362 Sponsor: Senator Mills, P. of Somerset 

Title: An Act To Raise the Per Diem Rate for Members of the Board of Environmental 
Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission 

Comments: This bill would increase from $55 to $100 the per diem fees for members ofthe Board 
of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPT 
ADMINISTRATION 

LR: 3264 Sponsor: Representative Wagner of Lewiston 

Title: An Act To Provide for Enforcement of the Office Paper Recycling Program . 
Coinments: This bill would require the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of 

Remediation and Waste Management to enforce the office paper recycling program. 
The bureau would report to the Legislature on a biannual basis. Penalties would be . 
established for noncompliance. Funds from penalties would be used to payor defray 
the cost of enforcement. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPT 
ENFORCEMENT 

LR: 3131 

Title: An Act To Diminish Global Warmin~ 

Sponsor: Senator Strirnling of Cumberland 

Comments: This bill would prohibit the sale or use of incandescent light bulbs beginning in 2010. 

Closely Related Leg Req: LR 3333 Representative Finley 

LR: 3333 Sponsor: Representative Finley of Skowhegan 

Title: An Act To Prohibit the Sale of Non energy-efficient Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
Comments: This bill would ban the sale of non energy-efficient fluorescent light bulbs beginning in 

2010. 

Closely Reiated Leg Req: LR 3131 Senator Strirnling 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPT. 
PROCEDURES 

LR: 2960 Sponsor: Representative Koffinan of Bar Harbor 

Title: An Act To Reduce the Volume and Toxicity of Solid Waste through Promotion of 
Biobased Plastics 

Comments: This bill would amend the laws governing solid waste to: 1. Require the State to give 
preference in purchasing to avoidance of disposable products made with or packaged in 
plastic, unless such materials are biobcised plastics; 2. Prohibit the use of disposable 
plastic cups for retail sale of iced beverages unless they are made from biobased 
plastics; 3. Establish a goal of ultimately sourcing biobased plastics from 
Maine-grown agricultural and forest products; 4. Establish a goal that biobased 
plastics used or sold in the State should meet all relevant sustainability guidelines; and 
5. Define biobased plastics as polymeric materials that are petroleum-free, nontoxic, 
and biocompostable at the end of their useful life. 

LR: 3334 Sponsor: Representative Duchesne of Hudson 

Title: An Act To Clarify Jurisdiction over Solid Waste Facilities Involved in Large-scale 
Compo sting Operations 

Comments: This bill would clarify that the Department of Environmental Protection has 
jurisdiction over any agricultural composting facility that accepts or handles 30 or 
more cubic yards in any consecutive 3~-day period. 

FUELS 
GASOLINE 

LR: 3384 Sponsor: Senator Nass, R. of York 

Title: An Act Concerning Vapor Recovery Requirements 
Comments: This bill would supply a repeal date for the gasoline station vaporrecovery 

requirements. 
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