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Lynn Randall 
Legislative Council Info 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
October 30, 2002 

1:00 p.m. 
Room 334, Legislative Council Chamber 

REVISED AGENDA 

Page No. Item 

1 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLLCALL 

SUMMARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2002 
COUNCIL MEETING 

Action 

Decision 

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND Infonnation 

STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS 

• Executive Director's Report 
13 • Fiscal Report (Pennoyer) 
24 • Office of Infonnation Services' Report (Mayotte) 
26 • Update on Interim Studies (Elliott) 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

• Personnel Committee 

• Technology and Migration Committee 

No Report 

• Space Committee 

No Report 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 



Page No. 

29 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item #1: Recommendation for Reappointment of Marc Cyr to the 
Revenue Forecasting Committee 

Action 

Decision 

32 Item #2: Requests from Study Commissions for Extensions of 

34 

35 

36/37 

38 

39 

40 

Reporting Deadlines 

• Task Force to Study the Impact of a Maine-Based Casino: Decision 
Extension to December 15, 2002 (letter from Sen. Kevin 
Shorey and Rep. Donna Loring, Co-chairs) 

• Commission to Study the Needs and Opportunities Decision 
Associated with the Production of Salmonid Sport Fish 
In Maine: Extension to November 15, 2002 (memo from 
Sen. Woodcock, Senate Chair and Rep. Bryant, House Chair) 

• Health Care System and Health Security Board: Amended Decision 
Request for Extension to January 15,2003 (memos from 
Sen. John Martin, Senate Chair and Rep. Paul Volenik, 
House Chair) 

• Task Force to Study Methods of Addressing Inequities in the Decision 
in the Retirement Benefits of State Employees and Teachers: 
Extension to December 13, 2002 (memo from Sen. Edmonds 
and Rep. Norton, Co-Chairs) 

• Committee to Study Reimbursement Rates for Maine's Decision 
Bottle Redemption Businesses and Other Issues Related 
to the Handling and Collection of Retumable Containers: 
Extension to December 4,2002 (letter from Sen.Youngblood) 

• Committee to Continue to Study the Costs and Benefits of Decision 
Increasing Access to Family and Medical Leave for Maine 
Families (letter from Sen. Edmonds and Rep~ Davis, Co-chairs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS 

The next Legislative Council meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2002 
at 1:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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REP. MICHAEL V. SAXL 

CHAIR 

SEN. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 

VICE-CHAIR 

CALL TO ORDER 

120lh MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

MEETING SUMMARY· 
September 24, 2002 

SEN. BEVERLY C. DAGGETT 

SEN. MARY E. SMALL 

SEN. PAUL T. DAVIS. SR. 

SEN. SHARON ANGLIN TREAT 

REP. PATRICK COLWELL 

REP. JOSEPH BRUNO 

REP: WILLIAM S. NORBERT 

REP. WILLIAM J. SCHNEIDER 

DAVID E. BOULTER 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Chair, Speaker Michael V. Saxl, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 1: 16 p.m. 
in the Legislative Council Chamber. . 

ROLLCALL 

Senators: 

Representatives: 

Legislative Officers: 

Sen. Michaud, Sen. Daggett, Sen. Small, Sen. Davis, 
Sen. Treat 

Speaker Saxl, Rep. Colwell, Rep. Bruno, Rep. Norbert, 
Absent: Rep. Schneider 

Parriela Cahill, Secretary of the Senate 
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review 
David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis .. 
Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes 
Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian 
Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services 

SUMMARY OF THE AUGUST 21, 2002 COUNCIL MEETING 

Motion: That the Meeting Summary of August 21,2002 be accepted and placed on file. (Motion 
by Sen. Michaud, second by Rep. Norbert, unanimous). 

115 STATE HOUSE STATION, AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0115 TELEPHONE 207-287-1615 FAX 207-287·1621 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY September 24,2002 

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE 
DIRECTORS 

• Executive Director's Report 

Renovations Update 

2 

David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council, reported that the south entrance 
to the State House will reopen during the week of September 30th 

•. Completion of the 
renovation of the east entrance is somewhat behind schedule and is now scheduled for early 
November. 

As part ofthe authorized exterior work to the State House, Granter Northern is undertaking 
repairs to the north and south roof, to eliminate water leaks and some health and safety issues. 

Mr. Boulter will be providing a status report on the diorama reinstallation to the Space 
Committee. He has received an update from the Maine State Museum summarizing its progress 
on the res~oration of the diorama areas and private source funding requests. The Museum 
reported that it has not been successful in obtaining supplemental funding. 

Visitors to the State House 

Mr. Boulter informed Council members that a group of adults from St.George deBoise, Quebec 
will be in Maine for an English language immersion course on October 12 - 14, 2002. The 
group organizing the event is traveling through the State and visiting interesting places to 
stimulate dialogue. The State House is oile of the notable areas to visit. 

Resolution of Internet Domain Issue 

Mr. Boulter reported that the meeting with Commissioner Waldron, Mr. Mayotte and BIS staff 
in the Executive Branch regarding use of a "Legislature.Maine.gov" domain name was very 
successful and thanked Council members for their support. Mr. Mayotte will report further on 
the progress and implementation in his report. In summary, the ChiefInformation Officer 
withdrew his objections to the Legislature'S use of the domain name. 

No Council action required. 

Following completion ofthe Executive Director's report, Sen. Treat and Rep. Colwell 
mentioned that it had been brought to their attention that the men's bathroom on the first floor 
may not be fully handicapped accessible. They requested that the Executive Director's Office 
look into the matter along with the status of other handicapped accessible facilities and report 
back to the Council. Mr. Boulter mentioned that the architect for the State House renovations 
was responsible for assuring ADA compliance and that he would look into the matter. 

P2 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY September 24,2002 3 

• Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review, presented the following fiscal 
report: 

1. Revenue Variances for August 2002 

General Fund revenue was below projections by $11.1 million for the month of August 
and was down $4.6 million for the first 2 months ofFY03. 

The Highway Fund was down almost $0.4 million in August, but overall was above 
projections by $1.5 million for the first 2 months. 

These variances figures are based on the old forecast. 

2. August 2002 Revenue Forecast 

For FY03 the General Fund revenue forecast was reduced by $148.2 million. For the 
2004-2005 biennium, the General Fund revenue forecast was reduced by more than $370 
million. 

Revenue projections for the Highway Fund were increased by nearly $4 million in FY03. 

The Fund for a Healthy Maine revenue forecast was reduced by $66,000 reduction as a 
result of lower interest earnings assumptions. 

The August 2002 Revenue Changes 

Mr. Penn oyer reported that his office had just received a revised forecast of distribution 
but did not have time to update the variance reports in the information included in 
Council members' packet. He said that based on the revised forecast the General Fund 
revenue would have been down $6.8 million for the first 2 months of the fiscal year; 
Individual Income Tax and Sales Tax collections would have had negative variances of 
$5.1 million and $1.4 million, respectively. A very preliminary look at September 
collections, which appear to be running ahead of budget, would indicate that some of the 
negative variance from the new forecast is a timing issue. 

The Highway Fund was only slightly negative in August. 

3. Cash pool status. 

Mr. Pennoyer said the cash pool daily average balances for the month of July 2002 were: 
The General Fund was negative by $141.2 million and was $185.6 million negative 
(when the 2 major reserves are excluded.) Those 2 major reserves, the Maine Rainy Day 
Fund and the Reserve for Working Capital will be reduced to $0.5 million by the end of 
FY03, if the Legislature adopts the Governor's budget proposal to use $10 million of the 
working capital reserve. The Maine Rainy Day Fund is already budgeted to have a $0 
balance at the end ofFY03. 

Mr. Pennoyer pointed out that the July Cash Pool presentation does not reflect the $250 
million Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) issuance in August. The Highway Fund had been 
generally improving up until the last 3 months. He did not expect the Highway Fund 
cash position to be significantly changed. There is proposal in the Govemor's budget to 
take $9.6 million from the Highway Fund to heJp balance the General Fund. P3 
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Legislative Council Technology Report 
October 30, 2002 

Bill Drafting System: 
• H-P installed a stable and functioning software application 

between October 16th and 1ih .. 
• The Legislature tested the software on October 18th and 21 st with 

an H-P Senior Manager present on the 21 st. 
• The software was tested in a "production" like environment with 

six or more users on the system. 
• The test plan called for ROS personnel to draft bills using the new 

system, Legislative personnel then determined if the system 
worked properly and in a timely manner. 

• The software was able to perform the required bill drafting 
functions with several new "bugs" found in testing. 

• Based on repeated tests over two-days, it was found that the 
software took excessive time to perform 3 standard bill drafting 
functions: 

o Document Check Out 
o Document Check In 
o Generate Word Documents 

• The H-P Senior Manager on site witness,ed the excessive times 
required for these functions to complete. 

• The Legislature verbally communicated to H-P during the testing 
that the performance times were unacceptable. A letter followed 
from the Executive Director on October 28, 2002 formally 
communicating the non-acceptance of the system and requesting 
H-P promptly communicate their plans for correcting the 
performance issue. 

• H-P has not disputed the system performance issue, and has 
assembled a team at the Toronto location of office that designed 
the database and wrote the code to correct the slow performance. 

• H-P has committed to provide the Legislature with a plan (process 
and time) to improve performance by the end of this week. 

• Legislative staff has started the process to prepare the Wang bill 
drafting system to support drafting for the 1st Session of the 121 st 

Legislature. 

1 P24 



Legislative Council Technology Report 
October 30,2002 

Internet Access: 
• A technical problem surfaced during the Columbus Day 

Weekend, the Executive Branch e-mail server recognized the 
Global Address List link with the Legislature as the best 
connection for sending e-mail to the Internet. 

• To correct the problem the link needed to be disconnected. 
• A new process to share address lists has been tested and 

works with no risk of e-mail being routed through the 
Legislature's Internet connection. 

• The new process requires an additional software license, which 
is being ordered. 

• The plan is to cutover shortly after the software license is in 
house and BIS completes the final steps on the Executive side. 

• The plan to move to the Maine.Gov address is during the 
weekend of 11/11/02 prior to the New Member orientation. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Maine State Legislature 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

13 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0013 
Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

Fax: (207) 287-1275 

Memorandum 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Chair 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chair 
Legislative Council 
And Honorable Members of the Legislative Council 

David C Elliott, Director ~ 
October 24, 2002 

Legislative Studies Update 

Attached is a summary of the status oflegislative studies authorized for this interim. As you can 
see, appointments are complete, and all studies have begun work .. Some of them are near 
completion. I would be happy to answer any questions. 

Attachment 

cc: The Honorable Richard A. Bennett, Senate President 
David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 

G:\OPLAADM\2002 Director\Legislative Studies Update\updateJO-24-02.doc 

David C. Elliott, Director 
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Progress Report on Legislative Studies 
(Studies authorized or undertaken following the 120th Legislature/2nd Regular Session) 

Status as of 10/24/02 9:59:55 AM 

Bottle Redemption Businesses and Other Issues 8/28/02 Thursday - 11114/02 06-Nov-02 Extension requested 
I Related to the Handling and Collection of Returnable 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Containers, Committee to Study Reimbursement Rates Augusta Armory 
: for Maine's Room 117 
I (PL 2001, c. 661) 
I 

l Casino on the Economy, Transportation 9/3/02 . Friday - 10/25102 06-Nov-02 Extension requested 
Infrastructure, State Revenue and Job Market, 10 a.m. - I p.m. meeting 
Resolve to Study tbe Impact of a Maine-based 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. PH 
(Resolve 2001, c. 124) Augusta Armory 

Room 209 

Community Preservation Advisory Committee, An 10121102 11112102 Dec. 01 Staffed by SPO; OPLA drafting assistance 
Act to Establish the 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. annually 
(PL 2001, c 648; sunsets 611108) StateHouse 

Room 437 
County Jail Population, Cost and Reimbursement 06-Nov-02 CRJ interim work. Meeting held during hearings on LD 2220. 
by the State, Joint Order to Study 
(HP 1731) 

Family and Medical Leave for Maine Families, 9/9/02 Wednesday -10/30/02 06-Nov-02 
Resolve to Continue the Study of Benefits and Costs 9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
for Increasing Access to Cross State Office Bldg. 
(Resolve 2001; c. 1l5) Room 220 

Fatherhood Issues Study Commission, Resolve to 8127/02 Monday - 10128/02 06-Nov-02 
Establish a 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Resolve 2001, c. 121) Cross State Office Bldg. 

Room 214 

Financing of Long-term Care, Resolve Establishing 9/19102 Thursday-l0f31102 06-Nov-03 Interim report this year 
a Blue Ribbon Commission to Address 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 
(Resolve 2001, c. 1l4) Cross State Office Bldg. 

Room 202 
-

Health Care System and Health Security Board October 2001 Monday - 10128/02 01-Dec-02 Extension requested; draft report due November 22. 
(PL 2001, c. 439, Part ZZZ) Continuation 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

State House 
Room 427 

MCJUSTIS Board, Resolve to Implement the Continuation 15-Dec-02 In drafting stage 
Recommendations of the 
(Resolve 1997, c. 105, PL 1999, c. 451, PL 1999, c. 
790, Resolve 2001, c. 45) 

~ .. --
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Progress Report on Legisiative Studies 
(Studies authorized or undertaken following the 120th Legislature/2nd Regular Session) 

. Status as of 10124/029:59:55 AM 

Proposed Revisions to School Finance Laws and Monday - 10/21102 15-Jan-03 Staffed by DOE; OPLA drafting assistance. DOEISBE updating essential 
Recommendations tei Implement the Essential program and services model 
Programs and Services Funding Model, Department of 
Education and State Board of Education Study 
(PL 200 I, c. 660) 

Public Funds are Used to Acquire Conservation Continuation 15-Jan-03 Staffed by SPO; work complete - will report to ACF in January 
Easements, Resolve to Promote the Interests of the 
People of Maine when 
(Resolve 200 I, c. I16) 

Rail Transportation, Resolve to Establish and Fund 8/9/02 06-Nov-02 Last meeting held; final report being drafted; no legislation authorized 
the Task Force on 
(Resolve 2001, c. 120) 

Recodification of Title 12, chapters 701-721 (Staff study - 15-Jan-02 Initial draft to ROS 
(HP 613) continuation) 

Salmonid Sport Fish in Maine, Commission to Study Continuation Wednesday - 10/23/02 31-0ct-02 Last meeting held; extension requested 
the Needs and Opportunities Associated with the 10:00 a.m. 
Production of Room 208 
(PL 200 I, c. 462) Cross State Office Bldg 

Stormwater Management in Developed May 31, 2002 06-Nov-02 NAT Interim work 
Watersheds, Resolve to Establish the Task Force to 
Study the Effectiveness of 
(LD 2186) 

Unfunded Liability of the MSRS and the Equity of Friday - II108/02 06-Nov-02 Appointments completed; I" meeting scheduled; extension requested 
Retirement Benefits for State Employees and Cross State Office Bldg. 
Teachers, An Act to Address the Room 220 
(PL 200 I, c 707) 

World War II and the Korean War Veterans in the Wednesday - 10/30/02 04-0ct-02 Appointments complete; lSI meeting scheduled 
Hall of Flags, Resolve to Recognize 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Initial Rep. 
(Resolve 2001, c. I13) State House 01-Nov-02 

Room 126 Final Rep. 

Youth Advisory Council, Legislative 9/14102 Thursday - 11114/02 Feb. 15th 
(PL 2001, c. 439, Part PPP) 3 p.m. - 8 p.m. annually 

Bangor Civic Center 

'----
Lecture Room 

---- L_ ---- ---- - - --- --

" ~:\STUDIES\Progress Report on Legislative Studies-I 20th 2nd Session.doc (10/24/02 9:59 AM) 
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MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

OFFICE OF FISCAL AND PROGRAM REVIEW 

5 STATE HOUSE STATION 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0005 

Telephone: (207) 287-1635 
FAX: (207) 287-6469 

To: Members, Legislative Council 

From: Grant T. Pennoyer ~ 

Date: October 2, 2002 

Re: Recommendation for Reappointment to Revenue Forecasting Committee 

Pursuant to 5MRSA §I710-E, the Revenue Forecasting Committee includes 6 members, 1 of. 
~ whom is appointed by the Legislative Council. Under the law, that appointment must be a 

member of the Legislature's nonpartisan staff who is familiar with revenue estimating issues. As 
the Director ofthe Office of Fiscal and Program Review, I serve on the committee. Last year, 
the Legislative Council appointed Marc Cyr, a Principal Analyst in OFPR, to a I-year term, 
ending on November 13, 2002. 

I recommend that the Legislative Council reappoint Marc Cyr as the Legislature's nonpartisan 
staff member to the Revenue Forecasting Committee. Marc has extensive work experience in 
fiscal and revenue estimating matters. He is a positive legislative representative on the Revenue 
Forecasting Committee process and has gained some valuable experience over the past year. In 

. addition~ Marc as the Fiscal Note Coordinator tracks legislation that affects revenue. That focus 
is an important asset to the revenue forecasting process. With the potential for some significant 
turnover in the Revenue Forecasting Committee's membership with the pending change of 
Administration, I feel it would be beneficial for the Legislature to retain as much experience as 
possible on this important committee. 

I have discussed my recommendation with Dave Boulter and he also is fully supportive of 
Marc's reappointment to the committee. I would be happy to answer any questions you may 
have about this reappointment and the revenue forecasting committee process. A copy of Marc's 
resume is attached for your review. Thank you. 

cc: David E. Boulter 
Marc Cyr 

Attachment 

g:loFprlrfcllO-02-02m."pplmnt.doc 
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QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY 

Skills/Strengths 

Marc A. Cyr 
18 High Street 

Hallowell, Me 04347 
(207) 626-0910 

marc.cyr@state.me.us 

• Extensive experience and education in finance, accounting, management 
• Able to grasp "big picture" quickly, yet meticulous and accurate with detail 
• Can simplify and communicate complex issues effectively 
• Able to supervise diverse group, implement strategies, accomplish goals/objectives 
• Committed to excellence and integrity 
• Software: MS Excel, MS Word, Lotus 123, Lotus Word Pro 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Office of Fiscal and Program Review 2001 - present 

Principal Analyst and Fiscal Note Coordinator 
• Coordinate staff analysis of legislation including budget to determine financial impact 

on revenues and expenditures by fund. 
• Management of Appropriations Table process including advising Senate on decision 

of which legislation will be placed before the Appropriations Committee. 
• Communicate fiscal impact of proposed legislation to Legislature and interested 

parties in timely and accurate manner. 
• Serves on Revenue Forecasting Committee to determine state revenue levels. 
• Provide highest level of professional nonpartisan analysis and help to all members of 

the Legislature on variety of subjects across policy areas. 

Office of Treasurer of State 1997 -2001 
Deputy Treasurer of State (Maine) 

• Manage day to day operations of agency, responsible for all Stat~ cash functions 
including banking services, portfolio management, bond issues, Abandoned Property 
Program and Municipal Revenue Sharing Program. 

• Analyze a 4 billion annual cash flow daily, make daily investment decisions on $800 
million portfolio and other trusts, transfer millions da~ly. 

• . Hire and train staff, establish work priorities, direct and evaluate to ensure proper 
control and accounting for State funds. 

• State coordinator for (federal) Cash Management Improvement Act. 
• Issue bonds, prepare Official Statements, work with rating agencies, coordinate State 

bond needs, track and report federal bond arbitrage. 

Office of Treasurer of State 1984 -1997 
. Treasury Fiscal Assistant 

• Supervised staff in bank reconciliation process and accounting functions. 
• Prepared departmental budgets, reviewed and approved all expenditures, prepared 

and filed federal tax forms 941 and 945. 
• Served as Personnel Director for Treasury. 
• Director of Municipal Revenue Sharing Program ($100+ million annually). 
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• Calculated and distributed Treasurer's Cash Pool monthly. 
• Assisted Deputy with information requests, accounting reports, and special projects. 

State Department of Audit 1978 - 1984 
Legislative Auditor 

• Performed post period audit function of all State departments to ensure compliance 
with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. 

• Analyzed accounting records, procedures, and policies, prepared reports 
recommending changes and improvements. . 

EDUCATION 
• M. B. A., University of Maine, Portland, Me, 1991. 
• Accounting Program, University of Maine at Augusta, Augusta, Me, 1977-1983. 
• B. A. in Psychology, Western New England College, Springfield, Ma, 1975. 

PROFESSIONAL BOARD 
• As a founding member of the Board of Directors, Adaptive Equipment Loan 

Program, established policies and procedures for nationally recognized program to 
give low interest loans to people ,with disabilities .. 1988 ~ 2001 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Maine State Legislature 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

13 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0013 
Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

Fax: (207) 287-1275 

Memorandum 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Chair 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chair 
Legislative Council 
And Honorable Members of the Legislative Council 

David C. Elliott, Directo; ~ 
October 29,2002 

Interim study requests-approval required 

This memo presents several requests for interim study reporting deadline extensions to the Legislative 
Council for action. Copies of communications from the studies groups are attached. 

1. Request for extension of reporting deadline 

The following studies are requesting an extension of their reporting deadline: 

1. Task Force to Study the Impact of a Maine-based Casino from November 6, 2002 to 
December 15,2002 

2. Commission to Study the Needs and Opportunities Associated with the Production of 
Salmonid Sport Fish in Maine from October 31, 2002 to November 15,2002. 

3. Health Care Syst~m and Health Security Board from December 1,2002 to January 15, 
2003. 

4. Task Force to Study Methods of Addressing Inequities in the Retirement Benefits of 
State Employees and Teachers from November 6, 2002 to December 13, 2002. 

5. Committee to Study Reimbursement Rates for Maine's Bottle Redemption Businesses 
from November 6 to December 4, 2002. 

6. Committee to Continue to Study the Costs and Benefits of Increasing Access to Family 
and Medical Leave for Maine Families from November 6, 2002 to December 15,2002. 

David C. Elliott, Director 
Offices Located in Room 215 of the Cross Office Building P32 



The Casino Study, the Salmonid Study, the Returnable Container Study, the Family and Medical Leave 
Study and the Retirement Study each indicate that they will be able to complete their work within the 
allotted number of meetings and, therefore, within budget. The Health Security Board has sufficient 
funds rais~d from independent sources to pay for its meetings. 

cc: The Honorable Richard A. Bennett, Sen~te President 
David E. Boulter, Executive Director Legislative'Council 

G:\OPLAADM\2002 Director\Legis\ative Studies Update\stdyreq I 0-24-02.doc 
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Senate 

Sen. Kevin L. Shorey, Chair 
Sen. Jill Goldthwait 
Sen. Chandler E. Woodcock 

Public Members 

Richard Balkite 
Jim Carson 
William Childs, Esq. 
Dana F. Connors 
Judy Guay 
Kim Johnson 

STATE OF MAINE 

House 

Rep. Donna M. Loring, Chair 
Rep. Bruce S. Bryant 
Rep. Janice E. Labrecque 

Public Members 

John Menarlo 
Thomas Phillips 
Laura Yustak Smith 
Chief Michael Sperry 
Vaughn Stinson 
Chief Edward Strong 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE 

Task Force to Study the Impact of a Maine-Based Casino 

September 30, 2002 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Chair 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chair 
Legislative Council 
115 State House Station . 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Dear Representative Saxl and Senator Michaud: 

As chairs of the Task Force to Study the Impacts of a Maine-based Casino, we respectfully request 
an extension of our reporting deadline from November 6,2002 to December 15, 2002. The task force held 
its fIrst meeting on September 3, 2002 and its second on September 30,2002. Weare authorized to hold a 
total of four meetings, one of them, may be a public hearing in Augusta. Even though it will be a 
challenge, we hope to successfully meet our charge holding just four meetings. It is the intent of the task 
force to schedule the remaining two meetings in a way that allows us enough -time to gather information 
necessary to complete the duties listed in 2001 Resolves chapter 124 and prepare a report. 

Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or comments. We look forward to 
your response. 

Sincerely, 

~~" 
Sen. K~vin L. ShOr~])f) 
Co-chaIr . 

cc: Members, Legislative Council 
David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
David C. Elliott, Director, OffIce of Policy & Legal Analysis 

. c~~ E
cerelY, 

ep. D?nna M. Loring %D F '\ 
Co-chaIr ) 
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COMMISSION TO STUDY THE NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE PRODUCTION OF SALMONID SPORT FISH IN MAINE 

ESTABLISHED BY THE 119TH MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SENATOR CHANDLER WOODCOCK, CHAIR 
SENATOR JOHN MARTIN 
SENATOR LEO R. KIEFFER 

Staff: Curtis Bent/elj, Legislative Analyst 
Office of PoliClj and Lega I Ana lysis 
Cross Office Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0013 
Tel: 287-1670; Fax: 287-1275' 
E-mail: Cllrtis.Bentlelj@state.me.lls 

October 7, 2002 

REPRESENTATIVE BRUCE BRYANT, CHAIR 

REPRESENTATIVE KENNETH A. HONEY 
REPRESENTATIVE' ZACHARY MATTHEWS 

BILL GILZINIS 

HAROLD BROWN 

RICHARD NEAL 
GARY PICARD 

SONNY PIERCE 

RICHARD D. SOLMAN 
. GEORGE SMITH 

KENELOWE 

EVELLYN SAWYER 
STEVE WILSON 

Memo To: Hon. Michael V. Sax1, Chairman, Legislative Council 

From: 

Re: 

Hon. Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chairman, Legislative Council 

Senator Chandler Woodcock, Senate Cha~~.· ~ 
Representative Bruce Bryant, House Chair yt '. 
Commission to Study the Needs an.d Opportu ities sociated with the 
Production of Sa1monid Sport Fish in Maine 

Extension of October 31, 2002 reporting date 

As provided by Public Law 462, the Commission to Study the Needs and Opportunities 
Associated with the Production of Sa1monid Sport Fish in Maine ("Commission") is required to 
report its findings andrecomrnendations to the Joint Standing Committee of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife by October 31,2002. The Comniission respectfully requests that the reporting date of 
October 31,2002 be extended to November 15, 2002 for the following reason. The Commission 
has made great strides towards meeting its mission and at its October 13, 2002 meeting finalized a 
number of important recommendations. However, the commission was unable to make all of its 
recommendations because several key pieces of information were not available during that 
meeting. The Commission is confident that this information will be available for its final meeting 
scheduled for October 23rd at which time the Commission will be able to make the remaining 
recommendations necessary to fulfill its mission. Because of the late date in finalizing its 
recommendations, the Corrimission requests the additional two weeks to ensure adequate drafting 
and review time before issuing the Commission's final report. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

cc: Hon. Richard A. Bennett, Senate President 
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

OCT .- 9 2002 
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HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AND HEALTH SECURITY BOARD 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Speaker, Chair; 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, President Pro Tempore, Vice Chair; 
Honorable Members of the 120lh Legislative Council . 

Sen. John Martin, Senat~(jip~ik 
Rep. Paul Volenik, Hous'-E(~r-

October 16, 2002 

Request to Extend Deadline to Submit Final Report to Legislature 

We are writing to request an extension of the Health Security Board's reporting deadline from 
. December 1 to December 31, 2002. Additional time is necessary for the Board's consultant, 

Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., to complete its feasibility study of the costs of a single­
payer health care plan and for the Board to fully consider that study before making its final 
report and recommendations to the Legislature. 

As you know, the Board has contracted with Mathematica to conduct a feasibility study using 
microsimulation modeling to estimate the costs and economic impact of a single-payer plan on 
Maine individuals and businesses. Because of delays in collecting and analyzing data needed 
for the study, the Board recently approved a revised work plan that now requires Mathematica 
to present its final results on or about December 11, 2002. According to the original work plan, 
the final results were expected by November 30, 2002. In approving the revised work plan, we 
felt the schedule delay was justified. 

We will work diligently as a Board and with Mathematica to ensure that the feasibility study aild 
the Board's own report and recommendations are completed by December 31. To complete-its 
work, the Board has scheduled upcoming meetings on October 28, November 22 and 
December 2 (tentative). If necessary, the Board may need a final meeting on or about 
December 11, 2002 to formulate the Board's recommendations and receive public comment on 
the final results of the Mathematica feasibility study. The funds raised by the Board are 
sufficient to support the ongoing expenses associated with these meetings (legislative per diem 
and expenses). c. 

Please contact us or our staff, Colleen McCarthy Reid, if you have any questions or concerns 
about our work plan. Thank you for consideration of our request. 

CC: David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
David C. Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
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HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AND HEALTH SECURITY BOARD 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Speaker, Chair; 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, President Pro Tempore, Vice Chair; 
Honorable Members of the 120th Legislative Council 

Sen. John Martin, Seq~tEf\f~a~ 
Rep. Paul Volenik, H~0'h6ir 

October 29,2002 

Amended Request to Extend Deadline to Submit Final Report to Legislature 

We are writing to amend the request for an extension of our reporting deadline from December 
1, 2002 to January 15, 2003. In our October 161h letter, we had req"uested an extension to 
December 31 st

• At our meeting yesterday, the Board decided that additional time was needed 
beyond December 31 st to fully consider Mathematica's feasibility study and formulate the 
Board's comments and recommendations regarding the creation of a single-payer health care 
plan for Maine. Our rationale for requesting the extension is outlined in our October 16th letter. 

Please contact us or our staff, Colleen McCarthy Reid, if you have any questions or concerns. 
Thank you for consideration of our amended request. 

OCT 29 2002 

cc: David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
David C. Elliott, Director, Office of .policy and Legal Analysis 
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To: 

Fr: 

Re: 

Task Force to Study Methods of Addressing Inequities in the 
Retirement Benefits of State Employees and Teachers 

October 23, 2002 

Representative Michael V. Saxl, Chair 

Senator Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chair 

Legislative Council of the 120th Maine Legislature 

Senator Beth Edmonds, Co-Chair 0t 
Representative Jackie Norton, Co-Chair,;fN 
Task Force to Study Methods of Addressing Inequities in the Retirement Benefits 

of State Employees and Teachers 

Extension of Reporting Deadline for the Retirement Task Force 

Weare writing to request an extension of the reporting deadline for the Task Force to Study 

Methods of Addressing Inequities in the Retirement Benefits of State Employees and Teachers. The 

deadline set forth in the enabling legislation (section 2 of Public Law 2001, chapter 707) is 
November 6,2002. We are asking for an extension until December 13, 2002. 

We were informed just recently that all the members of the Task have been appointed, and, with 

the upcoming election, we are not able to schedule our first meeting until November 8th . 
However, we believe that we can complete our duties in 3 meetings and can submit a report to you 

by December 13th . 

Since we have not yet had our first meeting, we cannot speak for the entire Task Force. However, 

as co-chairs of the Task Force we feel that it is important to secure this permission so that we can 

plan accordingly at our first meeting. 

Please contact either of us, or the analyst for the Task Force, Deb Friedman in OPLA, if you have 

questions about our request. 

cc: Senator Richard A. Bennett, President Pro Tempore 

David E. Boulter, Executive Director 
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STATE OF MAINE 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE PLANNING OFFICE 

38 STATEHouSE STATION AUGUSTA, MA1NE 04333 

ANGUS S. KING, JR 
GOVERNOR 

DAVID H. KEELEY 
ACTING DIRECTOR 

October 17, 2002 

Mr. David E. Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council 
115 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0115 

RE: The Committee to Study Reimbursement Rates for Maine's Bottle Redemption Businesses and 
Other Issues Related to the Handling and Collection of Returnable Containers 

Mr. Boulter: 

We are pleased to report that we have had two very successful meetings of the full committee, and 
that the two subcommittees have been meeting to gather additional information to aid in our 
deliberations. In our letter to you, dated September 6th

, we raised the possibility that a limited time 
extension might be needed, in order to complete a thorough review of these rather complex topics. 

The purpose of this letter is to request such a time extension'. Where the Committee has been 
authorized to meet up to four times, and our third meeting is scheduled for October 23rd

, I do not see 
a need for additional meetings. The report deadline of November 6th will not permit us to effectively 
address the topics under discussion. But we do believe that the work can be completed and the 
report filed by early December. We therefore respectfully request a limited time extension of four 
weeks to permit this Committee to complete its study. 

In recognition of the commitment the members have made to see this study effort through, I hope 
that this request will be granted. I am very optimistic that the Committee will be able to complete its 
study, and finalize a report, within this additional time frame. 

Please contact me, or George MacDonald (who is staffing this Committee) should you have 
questions or require additional information. 

Cordially, 

tcJ~t(~~@ ae·-I·- I 8 

Senator Edward Youngblood. 

Cc: George MacDonald, State Planning Office 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 184 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, ME. 

,eiJ 

PHONE: (207) 287-6077 FAX: (207) 287-6489 
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Maine State Legislature 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

13 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0013 
Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

Fax: (207) 287-1275 

October 23, 2002 

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Chair 
The Honorable Michael H. Michaud, Vice-Chair 
Legislative Council 
115 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Dear Representative Saxl and Senator Michaud: 

As chairs of the Comrriittee to Continue to Study the Costs and Benefits of Increasing Access to 
Family and Medical Leave for Maine Families, we respectfully request an extension of our reporting 
deadline from November 6, 2002 to December 15, 2002. The Committee held its first meeting on 
September 9,2002, its second meeting on October 7, 2002, and its third meeting on October 21, 2002. 
The fourth meeting is scheduled for October 30, 2002. The Committee anticipates that the information 
needed to complete the report will not be available until after the deadline of November 6, 2002. The 
Committee also anticipates the possibility of holding a fifth meeting to consider this new information. It 
is the intent of the Committee that this additional time will ensure a thorough consideration of all materials 
necessary to complete the duties listed in Resolves 2001, Chapter 115 and prepare a report. 

Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or comments. We look forward to 
your response. 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

~'#~L6 
Sen. Beth G. Edmonds 
Co-chair 

Members, Legislative Council 
David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
David C. Elliott, Director, Office of Policy & Legal Analysis 

David C. Elliott, Director 

Sincerely, 

~.~~~ISL6 
Rep. Gerald M. DavIs 
Co-chair 

Offices Located in Room 215 of the Cross Office Building P40 


