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RESOLVE, C. 120

FEDERAL $0 $155,321
EXPENDITURES FUND
FEDERAL BLOCK $0 $744
GRANT FUND
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $0 $338,782
ALL FUNDS

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective January 11, 2026.

CHAPTER 120
H.P. 1016 - L.D. 1558

Resolve, Establishing the
Commission to Update Maine's
Public Policy on Higher
Education

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation establishes the Commis-
sion to Update Maine's Public Policy on Higher Educa-
tion; and

Whereas, this legislation must take effect before
the expiration of the 90-day period so that the commis-
sion may timely meet and make its report to the Legis-
lature by November 4, 2026; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
be it

Sec. 1. Commission established. Resolved:
That the Commission to Update Maine's Public Policy
on Higher Education, referred to in this resolve as "the
commission,” is established.

Sec. 2. Commission membership. Resolved:
That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission
consists of 14 members, including:

1. Two members of the Senate, appointed by the
President of the Senate, who serve on the Joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, includ-
ing one member of the party holding the largest number
of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party
holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legisla-
ture;

2. Two members of the House of Representatives,
appointed by the Speaker of the House, who serve on
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the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cul-
tural Affairs, including one member of the party holding
the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one
member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of
seats in the Legislature;

3. One member who is a representative of a union
representing the faculty of the Maine Community Col-
lege System, the University of Maine System or the
Maine Maritime Academy, appointed by the President
of the Senate, as recommended by the Maine Education
Association Board of Directors;

4. One member representing the Certification and
Higher Education Committee of the State Board of Ed-
ucation, appointed by the President of the Senate, as
recommended by the Chair of the State Board of Edu-
cation;

5. One member representing private colleges and
universities in the State, appointed by the Speaker of the
House, as recommended by the Maine Independent
Colleges Association;

6. The Chancellor of the University of Maine Sys-
tem or the chancellor's designee;

7. The Chair of the University of Maine System
Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;

8. The President of the Maine Community College
System or the president's designee;

9. The Chair of the Maine Community College
System Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;

10. The Chair of the Maine Maritime Academy
Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;

11. The President of the Maine Maritime Academy
or the president's designee; and

12. The Commissioner of Education or the com-
missioner's designee.

In appointing members of the commission, the ap-
pointing authorities shall give consideration to race,
gender, socioeconomic diversity and geographic diver-
sity.

Sec. 3. Chairs. Resolved: That the first-named
Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named
House of Representatives member is the House chair of
the commission.

Sec. 4. Appointments; convening of com-
mission; number of meetings. Resolved: That all
appointments must be made no later than 30 days fol-
lowing the effective date of this resolve. The appointing
authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the
Legislative Council once all appointments have been
completed. After appointment of all members, the
chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the
commission. If 30 days or more after the effective date
of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments
have been made, the chairs may request authority and
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the Legislative Council may grant authority for the
commission to meet and conduct its business. The com-
mission may not meet more than 8 times.

Sec. 5. Duties. Resolved: That the commission
shall review all related laws and rules addressing the
State's public policy on higher education, including, but
not limited to, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A,
section 10902, and make recommendations for potential
legislative changes. In conducting its review, the com-
mission shall analyze present and future goals, includ-
ing, but not limited to, expanding access to affordable
high-quality higher education to help students achieve
postsecondary success. To assist the commission in car-
rying out its review, the Department of Education, the
University of Maine System, the Maine Community
College System and the Maine Maritime Academy shall
each provide to the commission any data and infor-
mation the commission considers relevant to its work.
At the discretion of the chairs, the commission may seek
input from any students, faculty or staff in the State's
public institutions of higher education, groups that have
an interest in the State's public institutions of higher ed-
ucation and other stakeholders.

Sec. 6. Agreement for outside staffing. Re-
solved: That the Legislative Council shall enter into
an agreement with the Maine Education Policy Re-
search Institute to provide staffing services to the com-
mission, for which the Legislature shall provide $5,000.

Sec. 7. Report. Resolved: That, notwithstand-
ing Joint Rule 353, no later than November 4, 2026, the
commission shall submit a report that includes its find-
ings and recommendations, including suggested legis-
lation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over education matters. The joint
standing committee may report out a bill related to the
report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective January 11, 2026.

CHAPTER 121
H.P. 74 - L.D. 109

Resolve, Directing the Maine
Arts Commission to Study
Federal and National Efforts to
Protect Artists from Copyright
Infringement by Acrtificial
Intelligence Companies and
Users and to Monitor
Educational Use

Sec. 1. Maine Arts Commission study. Re-
solved: That the Maine Arts Commission shall study
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federal and national efforts to protect artists from copy-
right infringement by businesses and others promoting,
creating, disseminating or using artificial intelligence
software applications and federal and national efforts to
monitor the educational use of copyrighted work. The
commission shall consult with the Office of the Attor-
ney General on the subject of the study. In its study, the
commission may consider any relevant work of or ob-
tain information from the Maine State Cultural Affairs
Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities,
the National Endowment for the Arts and the American
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, as well
as any other similar organizations. The commission
may also consider the proposed federal No Fakes Act of
2024, the proposed federal No Al FRAUD Act and Ten-
nessee's Ensuring Likeness, Voice, and Image Security
Act of 2024, as well as other relevant law or case law,
including Waits v. Frito-Lay, Inc., 978 F.2d 1093 (9th
Cir. 1992) and Midler v. Ford Motor Co., 849 F.2d 460
(9th Cir. 1988). The commission shall report its find-
ings, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint
Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs
by December 3, 2025. The joint standing committee
may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of
the 132nd Legislature based on the report.

Sec. 2. Funding. Resolved: That the Maine Arts
Commission may accept grants, private contributions
and any additional outside funding for the study under
this resolve.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations. Re-
solved: That the following appropriations and alloca-
tions are made.

ARTS COMMISSION, MAINE
Arts - Administration 0178

Initiative: Provides one-time funds for a consultant to
research and analyze the impact of unauthorized usage
by artificial intelligence on an artist's work.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $25,000 $0
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $25,000 $0

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 122
S.P.162-L.D. 370

Resolve, Directing the
Department of Education to
Collect Data on Secondary
School Mathematics
Requirements

~Sec. 1. Secondary school mathematics re-
quirements. Resolved: That the Department of Ed-
ucation shall, within existing resources, collect data on
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