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RESOLVE, C. 82

establishment of a program to award earned time credit
for educational achievement to persons who are incar-
cerated. The working group must include relevant
stakeholders and interested parties.

Sec. 2. Duties. Resolved: That the working
group shall:

1. Analyze programs to award earned time credit
for educational achievement to persons who are incar-
cerated implemented in states the department identifies
as having correctional systems and programming op-
portunities similar to this State;

2. Examine data on the amount of time typically
deducted from the sentence of a person who is incarcer-
ated under the programs analyzed under subsection 1;

3. Collect any available data on rates of return to
custody, recidivism or program impact or successes in
other states;

4. Gather information comparing types of sentence
deductions other than the award of earned time credit
made available in the states analyzed under subsection
1;

5. Perform any other relevant analysis or collect
any other relevant data; and

6. Recommend steps for the Joint Standing Com-
mittee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety to advance
the development of a program to award earned time
credits for educational achievement to persons who are
incarcerated in this State.

Sec. 3. Report. Resolved: That, no later than
December 3, 2025, the department shall submit a report
that includes the findings and recommendations of the
working group, including suggested legislation, to the
Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Pub-
lic Safety. The joint standing committee may report out
legislation based on the subject matter of the report to
the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 82
S.P. 538 - L.D. 1308

Resolve, Directing the
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife and the
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to
Examine Issues Related to
Public Access to Privately
Owned Lands

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
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90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, a majority of land in the State is pri-
vately owned; and

Whereas, the ability of residents to access these
lands is in jeopardy as more and more landowners are
closing off access to their land; and

Whereas, urgent action is needed to ensure this
trend is reversed; and

Whereas, this legislation must take effect as soon
as possible to convene a working group to explore op-
portunities to increase access and address these issues;
and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
be it

Sec. 1. Working group. Resolved: That the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
jointly referred to in this resolve as "the departments,"
shall convene a working group to examine issues re-
lated to public access to privately owned land in the
State and opportunities to expand this access.

Sec. 2. Working group membership. Re-
solved: That the working group established under sec-
tion 1 must be as broadly representative of interested
parties and groups as possible, must be geographically
representative of the different regions of the State and
consists of at least the following 12 members:

1. A representative of a statewide organization rep-
resenting commercial forest landowners;

2. A representative of a statewide organization rep-
resenting small woodland owners;

3. A representative of an organization managing
recreational access to the North Maine Woods;

4. A representative of a conservation organization
that manages land or conservation easements;

5. A representative of an agricultural organization;

6. A representative of a statewide organization rep-
resenting Maine guides;

7. A representative of the tourism and outdoor rec-
reation industry focused on hiking, wildlife watching,
biking, paddling or other popular outdoor pursuits;

8. A representative of a statewide association rep-
resenting hunters and anglers;

9. A representative of a statewide association rep-
resenting recreational vehicle users;
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10. A representative from the Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and
Lands;

11. A representative from the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife's landowner relations program;
and

12. A representative from the Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Development.

Sec. 3. Working group chairs. Resolved:
That the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry or the commissioner's designee and the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the
commissioner's designee serve as cochairs of the work-
ing group under section 1 and shall make appointments
to the working group as outlined in section 2. The co-
chairs shall serve as nonvoting members of the working
group.

Sec. 4. Working group duties. Resolved:
That the working group under section 1 shall:

1. Solicit and explore strategies to provide private
landowners with financial incentives to maintain and
expand recreational access to important corridors and
destinations;

2. Solicit input from a broad range of individuals
and businesses involved in outdoor and traditional rec-
reational activities, landowners, outdoor recreation and
public access policy experts and the general public to
understand the history and value of and issues associ-
ated with the State's tradition of public access to public
and private property;

3. Develop an assessment of the current and future
status of public access to public and private property,
with particular attention to current and future outdoor
and traditional recreational activities;

4. Bring forth additional discussion points as
agreed upon by the working group;

5. Recommend actions and policies that may be im-
plemented to better support public access to public and
private property in both municipalities and the unor-
ganized territory; and

6. Evaluate enforcement of existing laws and rules
on designated state trail systems.

Sec. 5. Working group staff assistance. Re-
solved: That the departments shall provide staffing to
the working group under section 1 within existing re-
sources and may seek staffing and financial support
from other state agencies and private entities to accom-
plish the working group's work.

Sec. 6. Report. Resolved: That the departments
shall report any findings and recommendations result-
ing from meetings of the working group under section
1 to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Con-

RESOLVE, C. 83

servation and Forestry and the Joint Standing Commit-
tee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife by February 15,
2026. Each of the committees may report out a bill
based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the
132nd Legislature.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 17, 2025.

CHAPTER 83
H.P. 1294 - L..D. 1933

Resolve, to Study Pathways for
Tribal Law Enforcement
Officers to Receive a Waiver
for the Maine Criminal Justice
Academy Basic Law
Enforcement Training
Requirement

Sec. 1. Maine Criminal Justice Academy to
convene working group. Resolved: That the Di-
rector of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy, pursuant
to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, section
2804-A, shall convene a working group that includes
representatives from each federally recognized Indian
nation, tribe or band in the State that employs tribal law
enforcement officers. The working group shall study
the eligibility of tribal law enforcement officers who
have received training from the United States Depart-
ment of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian
Police Academy to receive a waiver for the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy's basic law enforcement
training requirements under Title 25, section 2804-C.

Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That, by January 1,
2026, the Director of the Maine Criminal Justice Acad-
emy shall submit a report that includes the findings and
recommendations of the working group under section 1,
including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing
Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The
committee may submit legislation based on the report
to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.

See title page for effective date.
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