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RESOLVE, C. 56

primary purposes of sustainable forestry or wildlife
management and may be used for other scientific and
educational uses that are related to, and must allow for
public recreational use that is compatible with, these
primary purposes.

Sec. 4. Notification. Resolved: That the Bax-
ter State Park Director shall notify owners of property
on Long Reach Lane in the Town of Harpswell abutting
the parcel described in section 1 and the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
parks and lands matters at least 14 days in advance of
any public meeting at which the Baxter State Park Au-
thority will consider a proposed conveyance of the Aus-
tin Cary Lot described in section 1.

Sec. 5. Opportunity for review by legisla-
tive committee. Resolved: That a member of the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over parks and lands matters who receives no-
tification under section 4 may notify the Baxter State
Park Director of concerns and may in writing request
review of the proposed conveyance by the joint stand-
ing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over parks and lands matters. A member who requests
review under this section shall notify the chairs of the
joint standing committee of the request.

When a request for legislative review is received
under this section, the director may not finalize the con-
veyance until the joint standing committee of the Leg-
islature having jurisdiction over parks and lands matters
has held a public meeting to review the proposed con-
veyance.

See title page for effective date.

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2025

adopted pursuant to this section are major substantive
rules pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, and the department shall
submit the provisionally adopted rules for final adop-
tion to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and
Cultural Affairs by January 42022 9, 2026.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 56
H.P. 1258 - L.D. 1887

Resolve, To Improve Air
Quality and Ventilation in
Newly Constructed Schools

Sec. 1. Resolve 2021, c. 114, §1, amended.
Resolved: That Resolve 2021, c. 114, §1 is amended
to read:

Sec. 1. Department of Education to amend
rules. Resolved: That the Department of Education
shall amend its rules Chapter 60: New School Siting
Approval, Chapter 61: State Board of Education Rules
for Major Capital School Construction Projects and
Chapter 125: Basic Approval Standards: Public
Schools and School Administrative Units to require
standards governing air quality and ventilation for all
newly constructed public schools, including schools
with mechanical and nonmechanical ventilation sys-
tems. These standards must apply to all newly con-
structed public schools and must apply i

Fuly1-2022-and no later than July 1, 2026. The rules

CHAPTER 57
S.P. 84 - L.D. 197

Resolve, to Direct the
Governor's Energy Office to
Conduct a Study Regarding the
Future of Electric
Transmission Infrastructure in
the State

Sec. 1. Study of future electric transmission
infrastructure needs. Resolved: That the Gover-
nor's Energy Office, referred to in this resolve as "the
office," shall conduct a study of matters related to the
State's future electric transmission infrastructure needs.
The study must include a review of:

1. Existing processes for the siting and permitting
of new and upgraded electric transmission infrastruc-
ture in the State, including opportunities for public en-
gagement and methods for efficiently meeting permit-
ting or regulatory requirements;

2. Best practices related to electric transmission
planning, siting, permitting and community engage-
ment from other states or regions, including considera-
tion of different types of state siting authorities and con-
sideration of the potential for the sharing of electric
transmission infrastructure costs with other states;

3. Existing analyses of future electric transmission
needs in the State necessary to integrate new renewable
resources as well as to ensure reliability, improve mar-
ket efficiency or support the achievement of the State's
policy goals, including the goals established pursuant to
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3210,
subsection 1-A; Title 35-A, section 3404; Title 35-A,
chapter 38; and Title 38, section 576-A;

4. Types of existing rights-of-way and opportuni-
ties for potential use of those rights-of-way for siting of
electric transmission infrastructure in the State, includ-
ing colocation with transportation, electric transmission
and railway rights-of-way; and

5. Existing and emerging technology and construc-
tion methods, such as grid-enhancing technologies, ad-
vanced conductors and so-called strategic underground-
ing, including a cost-benefit analysis comparing buried
high-voltage direct current lines with aerial
high-voltage alternating current lines and aerial high-
voltage direct current lines.
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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2025

Sec. 2. Stakeholder coordination. Resolved:
That the office shall coordinate with state agencies in-
volved in the siting, permitting and regulation of elec-
tric transmission infrastructure and solicit information
from a stakeholder group to assist in conducting the
study under section 1. The office shall hold at least 3
meetings to solicit information and comments from the
stakeholder group. Each meeting must allow stake-
holder group members to participate remotely. The of-
fice shall hold the first meeting with the stakeholder
group prior to commencing the study required by sec-
tion 1 and, if the office issues a request for proposals for
consulting services to assist in conducting the study, the
first meeting must be before the issuance of the request
for proposals. At the first meeting, the office shall pro-
vide to the stakeholder group a description of the scope
and anticipated timeline for the completion of the study.
The office shall provide an opportunity for the stake-
holder group members to provide comments on any re-
quest for proposals the office develops in connection
with the study and the office shall consider such com-
ments when finalizing a request for proposals. The of-
fice shall hold at least 2 meetings with the stakeholder
group during the course of the study to solicit infor-
mation and comments from the stakeholder group. The
stakeholder group must include, but is not limited to:

1. A representative of the Office of Policy Innova-
tion and the Future;

2. A representative of the Public Utilities Commis-
sion;

3. A representative of the Department of Economic
and Community Development;

4. A representative of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry;

5. A representative of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife;

6. A representative of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection;

7. An individual who is a licensed engineer em-
ployed by the Department of Transportation;

8. An individual who is a licensed engineer em-
ployed in the private sector;

9. An individual who is a licensed real estate ap-
praiser employed in the private sector;

10. An individual representing the Northern Maine
Independent System Administrator;

11. An individual representing the equity subcom-
mittee of the Maine Climate Council established under
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 577-A;

12. An individual representing the interests of pri-
vate landowners in the State;

RESOLVE, C. 58

13. Two individuals representing each of the 2
investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities in
the State;

14. An individual representing consumer-owned
transmission and distribution utilities in the State;

15. An individual representing an electric trans-
mission line developer; and

16. The Public Advocate or the Public Advocate's
designee.

Sec. 3. Report. Resolved: That, by September
1, 2026, the office shall submit a report to the Joint
Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technol-
ogy that includes an overview of the study findings pur-
suant to section 1 along with any recommendations. The
office shall include any comments provided by the
stakeholder group as an appendix to the report. The
committee may report out a bill related to the report to
the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 58
H.P. 172 - L.D. 269

Resolve, Regarding Legislative
Review of Portions of Chapter
375: No Adverse
Environmental Effect
Standards of the Site Location
of Development Act, a Major
Substantive Rule of the
Department of Environmental
Protection

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A requires legislative author-
ization before major substantive agency rules may be
finally adopted by the agency; and

Whereas, a major substantive rule has been sub-
mitted to the Legislature for review; and

Whereas, immediate enactment of this resolve is
necessary to record the Legislature's position on final
adoption of the rule; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
be it
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