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PUBLIC LAW, C. 763

4. Wabanaki studies. Wabanaki studies must be
included in the review of content standards and perfor-
mance_indicators of the learning results conducted in
accordance with section 6209, subsection 4. Wabanaki
studies may include social studies, English language
arts, mathematics, science and fine arts in accordance
with this subsection. Wabanaki studies must address the
following topics:

A. Tribal governments in the State and political
systems and their relationship with local, state, na-
tional and international governments;

B. Wabanaki cultural systems and the experience
of tribal people in the State throughout history;

C. Wabanaki territories;
D. Wabanaki economic systems; and

E. Other curricula recommended by the Wabanaki
studies specialist pursuant to section 14.

Beginning July 1, 2027, the department shall, in a rep-
resentative sample of schools, no less than biannually
study the Wabanaki studies curricula under this subsec-
tion to assess its implementation. The department shall
publish its findings on the department's publicly acces-
sible website.

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA 813011, sub-811 is en-
acted to read:

11. Wabanaki studies requirement. The state
board may adopt rules to require the completion of a
Wabanaki studies component in the gualifications for
certifying teachers in accordance with sections
13012-A and 13013.

Sec. 6. State Board of Education to evaluate
rules. The State Board of Education shall, no later than
July 1, 2027, evaluate whether the adoption of rules re-
quiring the completion of a Wabanaki studies compo-
nent in the qualifications for certifying teachers is nec-
essary.

Sec. 7. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF

Office of Workforce Development and Innovative
Pathways Z334

Initiative: Provides one-time funds for a contracted re-
view team to study the Wabanaki studies curricula to
assess its implementation.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 $50,000
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $50,000

Office of Workforce Development and Innovative
Pathways Z334

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

Initiative: Provides one-time funds to support the con-
tracted Wabanaki advisors and for professional devel-
opment, training and technical assistance.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 $50,000

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $50,000

EDUCATION,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2025-26 2026-27
GENERAL FUND $0 $100,000

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $0 $100,000

ALL FUNDS

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 763
S.P. 648 - L.D. 1640

An Act to Implement the
Recommendations of the
Gagetown Harmful Chemical
Study Commission and to
Reestablish the Gagetown
Harmful Chemical Study
Commission

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 37-B MRSA 8518 is enacted to read:
8518. Base Gagetown Training Reqgistry

1. Regqistry. The bureau shall establish the Base
Gagetown Training Registry, referred to in this section
as "the registry," to collect and maintain data related to
military service and health conditions from individuals
who voluntarily provide such data and who trained at
the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New
Brunswick, Canada, referred to in this section as "Base
Gagetown," as a member of the United States Armed
Forces, as a member of the reserve component of the
United States Armed Forces or as a member of the Na-
tional Guard of any state and who are residents of this
State or were residents of this State at the time of train-

ing.

The bureau shall use the reqgistry to support education
and outreach efforts as described in subsection 3 for is-
sues directly related to the individuals described in this
subsection and may use the data collected and main-
tained pursuant to this subsection to conduct, either
within the bureau or through a contract with a public or
private entity, research related to the effects of chemical
exposure on human health.
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2. Data collection. To the extent possible, the bu-

PUBLIC LAW, C. 763

in research related to the effects of chemical exposure

reau shall include in the registry the following types of

on human health.

data for individuals described in subsection 1:
A. Complete name used while in military service;

5. Report. The director shall submit annually by
February 15th to the joint standing committee of the

B. Date of birth;

C. Dates of military service;

D. Branch of service and all unit assignments;
E. Military occupational specialty;

F. Dates during military service when the individ-
ual trained at Base Gagetown;

G. Self-reported health conditions or diagnoses;
H. Cause of death, if applicable; and

I. Any additional information as determined by the
bureau to support the goals of the registry.

In the event that an individual is deceased, the individ-
ual's next of kin may provide the data for inclusion in
the reqistry. The bureau shall also include any infor-
mation in any existing data source created within the
bureau related to Base Gagetown in the registry and in
conducting education and outreach as described in sub-
section 3.

3. Education and outreach. The bureau shall
make all reasonable efforts to identify eligible individ-
uals for inclusion in the reqgistry. These efforts must in-
clude the bureau's contacting any individual who previ-
ously provided information to the bureau related to the
individual's military training at Base Gagetown regard-
ing the registry under subsection 1 and offering the in-
dividual the opportunity to provide new or additional
information to the bureau for inclusion in the registry.
The bureau shall also work with existing veterans' ser-
vice organizations, local medical centers operated by
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the
Maine Veterans' Homes and other veterans' programs or
organizations in the State in order to increase awareness
of the reqistry and the bureau's work, including infor-
mation on how to submit data for inclusion in the regis-
try. The bureau shall also work with the Maine National
Guard in order to identify and share information regard-
ing the registry with individuals who are current mem-
bers of the Maine National Guard and who may have
trained at or will train in the future at Base Gagetown.

The bureau may also contact another state's bureau of
veterans' services or National Guard in order to identify
other National Guard units that may have members who
are affected by exposure to chemicals at Base

Gagetown.

4. Confidentiality. All data within the reqistry un-
der this section is confidential. Disclosure of the data
may be made only with the written consent of the indi-
vidual who is the subject of the data, or if that individual
is deceased, the individual's next of kin and only to a
public or private entity, including the bureau, engaged

Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs a
report regarding the status of the registry and infor-
mation related to education and outreach efforts pursu-
ant to subsection 3, including outreach efforts with
other states; any obstacles to data collection or data ver-
ification; and any recommended next steps regarding
the registry or the use of data collected as a part of the
registry. The joint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having jurisdiction over veterans affairs may report
out a bill related to the report during the legislative ses-
sion in which the report is received.

Sec. 2. Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study
Commission reestablished. The Gagetown Harm-
ful Chemical Study Commission, referred to in this sec-
tion as "the study commission," is established.

1. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the study com-
mission consists of 12 members appointed as follows:

A. Two members of the Senate appointed by the
President of the Senate, including members from
each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of
seats in the Legislature;

B. Two members of the House of Representatives
appointed by the Speaker of the House, including
members from each of the 2 parties holding the
largest number of seats in the Legislature;

C. Two members who represent veterans' advo-
cacy organizations, one appointed by the President
of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of
the House;

D. One member who is a family member of a vet-
eran who served at the Canadian military support
base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada, ap-
pointed by the President of the Senate;

E. One member with expertise processing veterans'
claims for benefits related to military service-
related exposure to harmful chemicals, appointed
by the Speaker of the House;

F. Two members who served at the Canadian mil-
itary support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick,
Canada and were exposed to harmful chemicals
during their military service, one appointed by the
President of the Senate and one appointed by the
Speaker of the House; and

G. Two members with expertise in chemical engi-
neering, environmental science or human health
and who have experience in those fields related to
the effects of hazardous chemicals on the environ-
ment or on human health, one appointed by the
President of the Senate and one appointed by the
Speaker of the House.
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2. The first-named Senate member is the Senate
chair and the first-named House of Representatives
member is the House chair of the study commission.

3. All appointments must be made no later than 30
days following the effective date of this Act. To the ex-
tent possible, members appointed to the study commis-
sion must be the same as members appointed to the
study commission pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter
95. The appointing authorities shall notify the Execu-
tive Director of the Legislative Council once all ap-
pointments have been completed. After appointment of
all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first
meeting of the study commission. If 30 days or more
after the effective date of this Act a majority of but not
all appointments have been made, the chairs may re-
quest authority and the Legislative Council may grant
authority for the study commission to meet and conduct
its business.

4. The study commission shall study the effects of
exposure to harmful chemicals on individuals who
trained at the Canadian military support base in
Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada as a member of the
United States Armed Forces, as a member of the reserve
component of the United States Armed Forces or as a
member of the National Guard of any state.

5. The study commission may request information
it determines necessary to complete the study under
subsection 4 from the United States Department of De-
fense and other federal agencies.

6. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Legislative
Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the
study commission, except that Legislative Council staff
support is not authorized when the Legislature is in reg-
ular or special session.

7. No later than November 4, 2026, the study com-
mission shall submit a report that includes its findings
and recommendations, including suggested legislation,
for presentation to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs.
The committee may report out a bill based on the rec-
ommendations to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

DEFENSE, VETERANS AND EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF

Veterans Services 0110

Initiative: Provides one-time funding for consulting
costs to create the Base Gagetown Training Registry,
which will collect and maintain data related to military
service and health conditions from individuals who re-
port this data and trained at the Canadian military sup-
port base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada. The
fund does not lapse but must be carried forward to be
used for the purpose for which the fund was appropri-
ated.

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 $250,000
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $250,000

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 764
S.P.603 - L.D. 1488

An Act Regarding Adult Use
Cannabis Testing

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, certain additional testing requirements,
which this legislation removes, result in a significant fi-
nancial burden on certain adult use cannabis businesses
that have already performed required testing on the
adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis product; and

Whereas, the Legislature considered this issue in
the prior legislative session, but a final resolution was
unable to be determined at that time; and

Whereas, the Legislature has determined that it is
necessary to provide more immediate relief to those af-
fected; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-B MRSA 8605, sub-84, as amended
by PL 2023, c. 679, Pt. B, 8120, is further amended to
read:

4. No subsequent further processing, manufac-
turing or alteration. Since the performance of the
prior testing under subsection 1, the cannabis or canna-
bis product has not undergone any further processing,
manufacturing or alteration that would result in an in-
crease in the concentration of any contaminants or fac-
tors identified in section 602, subsection 1 or in any
rules adopted by the office pursuant to that section. For
the purposes of this subsection, "further processing,
manufacturing or alteration" does not include the use of
cannabis concentrate in the creation of an edible canna-
bis product, except for testing under section 602, sub-
section 1, paragraph F.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
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