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B. Attached to or sharing a wall with a single-
family dwelling unit or multi-unit residential struc-
ture; or

Sec. 18. 30-A MRSA 84364-B, sub-83, TA,
as amended by PL 2025, c. 385, §15 and affected by
8§23, is further amended to read:

A. At least one accessory dwelling unit must be
allowed on any lot where

unit-s the principal structure is a single-family
dwelling unit or 2-unit or 3-unit residential struc-
ture; and

Sec. 19. 30-A MRSA 8§4364-B, sub-88, as
amgnded by PL 2025, c. 648, 84, is further amended to
read:

8. Municipal implementation. Inadopting an or-
dinance under this section, a municipality may:
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B. Impose fines for violations of building, zoning
and utility requirements for accessory dwelling
units; and

C. Establish alternative criteria that are less restric-
tive than the requirements of subsections 4, 5, 6 and
7 for the approval of an accessory dwelling unit
only in circumstances in which the municipality
would be able to provide a variance under section
4353, subsection 4, 4-A, 4-B, 4-C or 4-D-;, and

D. Exempt a lot or portion of a lot that is within an
area identified as a coastal barrier in Title 38, sec-
tion 1904; an area of special flood hazard as de-
fined in Title 38, section 436-A, subsection 1-C; or
an area within a coastal sand dune system as de-
fined in Title 38, section 480-B, subsection 1.

Sec. 20. 30-A MRSA 8§4364-D, sub-81, Cis
enacted to read:

C. "Small child care facility" has the same mean-
ing as in Title 22, section 8301-A, subsection 1-A,

paragraph E.

Sec. 21. 30-A MRSA 84364-D, sub-82, as en-
acted by PL 2025, c. 288, §2, is amended to read:

2. Location of child care. A child care facility or

a family child care provider is must be a permitted use
in a municipal area that is zoned for residential pur-
poses;. A family child care provider or small child care
facility located in an area zoned for residential purposes
must be subject to the same zoning requirements for
as a single-family dwelling

unit.

Sec. 22. 30-A MRSA 84364-E, as enacted by
PL 2025, c. 364, 82 and reallocated by RR 2025, c. 1,
Pt. A, 842, is amended by enacting at the end a new par-
agraph to read:

PUBLIC LAW, C. 734

This section does not apply to areas allowing in-
dustrial uses.

Sec. 23. PL 2025, c. 288, 83 is enacted to read:

Sec. 3. Application; retroactivity. That sec-
tion of this Act that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 30-A, section 4364-D applies to municipalities be-
ginning July 1, 2027. This section applies retroactively
to September 24, 2025.

Sec. 24. PL 2025, c. 374, 82 is enacted to read:

Sec. 2. Application; retroactivity. This Act
applies to municipalities beginning July 1, 2027. This
section applies retroactively to September 24, 2025.

Sec. 25. PL 2025, c. 385, 8§23 is amended to
read:

Sec. 23. Application. Notwithstanding any pro-
vision of law to the contrary, except for those sections
of this Act that enact the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
25, section 2463-B, amend Title 30-A, section 4301,
subsection 1-C and enact Title 30-A, section 4364-C,

subsection 4, this Act applies to mametpahﬂes—f-e;
wMethneesmay—b&enaeted—by—themnwrpaLe#-
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to-al-ether municipalities beginning huly 1, 2027.

Sec. 26. General application date; changes
to public laws retroactive. NOt\NIthStandIng any
provision of law to the contrary, except for those sec-
tions of this Act that amend Public Law 2025, chapters
288, 374 and 385, this Act applies to municipalities be-
ginning July 1, 2027. Those sections of this Act that
amend Public Law 2025, chapters 288, 374 and 385 ap-
ply retroactively to September 24, 2025.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 734
S.P.883-L.D. 2178

An Act to Establish the
Independent Office of Tax
Appeals and Make Other

Changes to the Laws
Governing the Tax Appeals
Process

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

PART A

Sec. A-1. 36 MRSA 8§151-C, sub-82, §C, as
amended by PL 2025, c. 486, Pt. A, 81, is further
amended to read:

C. Propose to the assessor and the bureau's division
directors any recommended changes in the admin-
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istrative practices of the bureau to mitigate prob-

lems identified or arising under paragraphs A and

B; and

Sec. A-2. 36 MRSA 8§151-C, sub-82, YD, as
amended by PL 2025, c. 486, Pt. A, 81, is further
amended to read:

D. Identify legislative changes that may be appro-
priate to mitigate problems identified or arising un-
der paragraphs A and B and report recommenda-
tions idn the annual report required under subsection
3, and

Sec. A-3. 36 MRSA §151-C, sub-82, E is
enacted to read:

E. Identify administrative or legislative changes
that would further improve the tax dispute resolu-
tion and administrative tax appeals processes under
sections 151, 151-E, 271 and 844.

PART B

Sec. B-1. 4 MRSA 8807, sub-83, YR, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 449, 81, is further amended to
read:

R. A person who is not an attorney but who is a
public accountant, an enrolled agent, an enrolled
actuary or any other person permitted to represent
the taxpayer under Title 36, section 151-A, subsec-
tion 2 and is representing a party in any hearing,
action or proceeding before the Maine-Board Inde-
pendent Office of Tax Appeals in accordance with
Title 36, section +54+-B 151-E;

Sec. B-2. 5 MRSA §12004-B, sub-810, as en-
acted by PL 2011, c. 694, 81, is repealed.

Sec. B-3. 36 MRSA 8111, sub-81-C, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §1 and affected by
841, is repealed.

Sec. B-4. 36 MRSA §111, sub-81-H is enacted
to read:

1-H. Office. For purposes of this chapter, "office"
means the Independent Office of Tax Appeals as estab-
lished in section 151-E.

Sec. B-5. 36 MRSA 8112, sub-§7-A, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §2 and affected by
841, is further amended to read:

7-A. Taxpayer Bill of Rights. The assessor shall
prepare a statement describing in simple and nontech-
nical terms the rights of a taxpayer and the obligations
of the bureau during an audit. The statement must also
explain the procedures by which a taxpayer may appeal
any adverse decision of the assessor, including recon-
sideration under section 151, appeals to the Maine

office and judicial appeals. This
statement must be distributed by the bureau to any tax-
payer contacted with respect to the determination or
collection of any tax, excluding the normal mailing of

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

tax forms. This paragraph does not apply to criminal
tax investigations conducted by the assessor or by the
Attorney General.

Sec. B-6. 36 MRSA 8151, as amended by PL
2023, c. 360, Pt. B, 81 and c. 412, Pt. M, 881 and 2, is
further amended to read:

8151. Review of decisions of State Tax Assessor

1. Petition for reconsideration. A person who is
subject to an assessment by the State Tax Assessor or
entitled by law to receive notice of a determination of
the assessor and who is aggrieved as-a-result because of
that action may request in writing, within 60 days after
receipt of notice of the assessment or the determination,
reconsideration by the assessor of the assessment or the
determination. If a person receives notice of an assess-
ment or a determination and does not file a petition for
reconsideration within the specified thme period, a re-
view is not available in Superior Court or before the
board office regardless of whether the taxpayer subse-
quently makes payment and requests a refund.

2. Reconsideration by division. If a petition for
reconsideration is filed within the specified time period,
the assessor shall reconsider the assessment or the de-
termination as provided in this subsection.

A. Upon receipt by the assessor, all petitions for
reconsideration must be forwarded for review and
response to the division in the bureau from which
the determination or assessment issued.

B. Within 90 days of receipt of the petition for re-
consideration by the responding division, the divi-
sion shall approve or deny, in whole or in part, the
relief requested. Prior to rendering its decision and
during the 90 days, the division may attempt to re-
solve issues with the petitioner through informal
discussion and settlement negotiations with the ob-
jective of narrowing the issues for an appeals con-
ference or court review, and may concede or settle
individual issues based on the facts and the law, in-
cluding the hazards of litigation. By mutual con-
sent of the division and the petitioner, the 90 days
may be extended for good cause, such as to allow
further factual investigation or litigation of an issue
by that or another taxpayer pending in court.

C. If the matter between the division and the peti-
tioner is not resolved within the 90-day period, and
any extension thereof, the petitioner may consider
the petition for reconsideration denied. The peti-
tioner may not consider the petition for reconsider-
ation denied after either the reconsidered decision
has been received by the petitioner or the expiration
of 9 years following the filing of the petition for
reconsideration, whichever occurs first. A petition
for reconsideration considered denied pursuant to
this paragraph constitutes final agency action. A
petitioner elects to consider the petition for recon-
sideration denied pursuant to this paragraph by:

1766



SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

(1) For asmall claim request, filing a petition
for review in Superior Court. For purposes of
this subparagraph, "small claim request" has
the same meaning as in paragraph E; or

(2) For all other requests:

(a) Filing a statement of appeal with the
beoard office when the amount of tax or re-
fund request in controversy is $500,000 or
less; or

(b) Filing a petition for review in Superior
Court.

D. A reconsideration by the division is not an ad-
judicatory proceeding within the meaning of that
term in the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.

E. A reconsidered decision rendered on any re-
quest other than a small claim request constitutes
the assessor's final determination, subject to review
either by the beard office or directly by the Supe-
rior Court, except that the board office may review
a reconsidered decision rendered on any request
other than a small claim request if the amount of
tax or refund request in controversy is $500,000 or
less. A reconsidered decision rendered on a small
claim request constitutes the assessor's final deter-
mination and final agency action and is subject to
de novo review by the Superior Court. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, "small claim request"
means a petition for reconsideration when the
amount of tax or refund request in controversy is
less than $1,600 $500.

F. A person who wishes to appeal a reconsidered
decision under this section:

(1) To the beard office must file a written
statement of appeal with the beard office

PUBLIC LAW, C. 734

Sec. B-7. 36 MRSA 8§151-A, sub-82, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §4 and affected by
841, is further amended to read:

2. Representative of taxpayer. The taxpayer may
bring to any interview with the State Tax Assessor or to
any proceeding pursuant to section +54-B 151-E any at-
torney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, en-
rolled actuary or any other person permitted to represent
the taxpayer. If the taxpayer does not bring anyone to
the interview or proceeding but clearly states at any
time during the interview or proceeding that the tax-
payer wishes to consult with an attorney, certified pub-
lic accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled actuary or any
other person permitted to represent the taxpayer, the
State Tax Assessor shall suspend the interview or the
beard office shall suspend the proceeding. The suspen-
sion must occur even if the taxpayer has answered one
or more questions before that point in the interview or
proceeding. The interview must be rescheduled to be
held within 10 working days.

Sec. B-8. 36 MRSA §151-D, as amended by PL
2013, c. 331, Pt. B, 881 and 2, is repealed.

Sec. B-9. 36 MRSA 8151-E is enacted to read:
8151-E. Independent Office of Tax Appeals

1. Office established; purpose. There is estab-
lished within the Department of Administrative and Fi-
nancial Services the Independent Office of Tax Appeals
to hear and decide appeals from decisions of the State
Tax Assessor as provided by this section. The office is
independent of and is not subject to the supervision or
control of the State Tax Assessor or any other employee
of the bureau. The purpose of the office is to provide
taxpayers with a fair, low-cost and easily accessible fo-
rum for resolving tax disputes with the bureau, to ensure
due process and to provide an alternative to appealing a

within 60 days after receipt of the reconsidered
decision; or

(2) Directly to the Superior Court must file a
petition for review in the Superior Court
within 60 days after receipt of the reconsidered
decision.

If a person does not file a request for review with
the beard office or the Superior Court within the
time period specified in this paragraph, the recon-
sidered decision becomes final and no further re-
view is available.

G. Upon receipt of a statement of appeal or petition
for review filed by a person pursuant to paragraph
F, the beard office or Superior Court shall conduct
a de novo hearing and make a de novo determina-
tion of the merits of the case. The beard office or
Superior Court shall enter those orders and decrees
as the case may require. The burden of proof is on
the person, except as otherwise provided by law.

reconsidered decision of the assessor directly to the Su-
perior Court pursuant to section 151, subsection 2, par-
agraph F, subparagraph (2).

2. Composition of office; appointment; office lo-
cation. The office is composed of the Chief Hearing
Officer, appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the
Commissioner _of Administrative and Financial Ser-
vices; hearing officers; and an administrative staff per-
son hired by the commissioner or the Chief Hearing Of-
ficer. The hearing officers may be referred to as either
"appeals officer" or "hearing officer." The Chief Hear-
ing Officer is an unclassified employee at salary range
33. Other staff of the office are hired as classified em-
ployees subject to the Civil Service Law.

The office shall establish and maintain office space in
the City of Augusta. The office may meet and conduct
appeals conferences and hearings under subsection 8 at
any place within the State and remotely pursuant to
rules adopted pursuant to subsection 10.
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3. Qualifications. The Chief Hearing Officer and
hearing officers must be residents of this State and

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

6. Procedures for filing petitions for appeal. An
appeal to the office pursuant to section 151 must be

members of the bar of this State with substantial

commenced by filing a petition for appeal with the of-

knowledge of tax law. The Chief Hearing Officer and

fice and paying the appropriate filing fee if required.

hearing officers may not hold any elective office or any

Upon receipt, a copy of the petition must be provided to

public office involving assessment of taxes or admin-

the State Tax Assessor and to the Office of the Attorney

istration of any of the tax laws of this State. Notwith-

General.

standing this subsection, the Commissioner of Admin-
istrative and Financial Services may assign other duties
to the hearing officers consistent with subsection 4, in-
cluding assisting the State Board of Property Tax Re-
view.

4. Powers and duties. The office has all powers

Filing a petition for appeal with the office may be ac-
complished by delivery of the petition to the office by
mail addressed to the office. All papers to be filed that
are transmitted by the United States Postal Service are
deemed filed on the day the papers are deposited in the
mail as provided in section 153. The office shall place

as are necessary to carry out its duties, including the fol-

a petition for appeal that is filed without payment of a

lowing:

A. To hear and determine appeals in accordance
with this section;

B. To raise or lower assessments to conform to the
law;

C. To adopt rules in accordance with the Maine

required filing fee on the docket and shall notify the pe-
titioner that the appeal will not be processed further

without payment.

7. Case scheduling conference. A hearing officer
shall set a date and time for a scheduling conference to
identify the issues in dispute, set a date for filing of
briefs and supporting materials, set a date for the ap-

Administrative Procedure Act governing proce-

peals conference if one is requested and facilitate the

dures before the office pursuant to subsection 10;

parties' efforts to narrow or resolve all or part of the ap-

D. To administer oaths, take testimony, hold hear-
ings, summon witnesses and subpoena records,
files and documents the office considers necessary
for carrying out its responsibilities; and

E. To charge a fee for filing a petition with the of-
fice for an appeal.

5. Chief Hearing Officer; duties. Under the su-
pervision and direction of the Commissioner of Admin-
istrative and Financial Services, the Chief Hearing Of-
ficer shall manage the work of the office, including:

A. Ensuring that the office provides taxpayers with
a low-cost and easily accessible forum for resolv-
ing tax disputes with the bureau filed with the of-
fice under section 151, including the use of media-
tion when appropriate, and ensuring due process;

B. Assigning a hearing officer to preside over an
appeal forwarded to the office under section 151;

C. Developing, adopting and implementing rules,
policies and procedures to carry out the provisions
of this section and section 151 and to comply with
all applicable laws;

D. Ensuring proper records of all matters, hearings
and transactions of the office;

E. Ensuring that the assignment of duties to hear-
ing officers comports with conflicts of interest
standards and other ethics standards; and

F. Providing and assigning part-time duties to a
hearing officer to provide legal services to the State
Board of Property Tax Review in consultation with
the Office of the Attorney General.

peal through settlement or stipulation. An appeal with
an amount of tax or refund request in controversy of
$50,000 or less must be heard and determined by the
office on a priority basis over its other docketed cases.

8. Hearing and determination of cases. Cases
must be heard and determined by the office as follows.

A. The assigned hearing officer shall preside over
the case. The hearing officer has the authority to
administer oaths, take testimony, summon wit-
nesses and subpoena records, files and documents
the hearing officer considers necessary for carrying
out the responsibilities of the office.

B. If requested by a petitioner in the statement of
appeal or at the scheduling conference, the office
shall hold an appeals conference to receive addi-
tional information and to hear arguments regarding
the assessment or determination. The hearing of-
ficer shall provide the petitioner with at least 10
business days' notice of the date, time and place of
the appeals conference. The appeals conference
may be held with fewer than 10 business days' no-
tice if a mutually convenient date, time and place
can be arranged. If the petitioner does not request
an appeals hearing in the statement of appeal or at
the scheduling conference, the appeals officer shall
determine the matter based on written submissions
by the petitioner and the State Tax Assessor.

C. The hearing officer need not observe the rules
of evidence observed by courts but shall observe
the rules of privilege recognized by law.

D. Both a petitioner and the State Tax Assessor
may submit to the hearing officer, whether or not
an appeals conference has been requested pursuant
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to paragraph B, written testimony in the form of an
affidavit, documentary evidence and written legal

PUBLIC LAW, C. 734

11. Annual report. By January 15, 2027 and an-
nually thereafter, the office shall prepare and submit a

argument and written factual argument.

E. The hearing officer may encourage the peti-
tioner and the State Tax Assessor to resolve dis-

puted issues.

F. Except when otherwise provided by law, a peti-
tioner has the burden of proving, by a preponder-
ance of the evidence, that the State Tax Assessor
has erred in applying or interpreting the relevant
law.

The appeals officer shall exercise independent
judgment. The hearing officers and other office
staff may not have any ex parte communications
with the parties, or with any other employee of the
Department of Administrative and Financial Ser-
vices except those employees in the office; how-
ever, the hearing officers and other administrative
staff persons may have ex parte communication
limited to questions that involve ministerial or
other administrative matters that do not address the
substance of the issues or position taken by the pe-
titioner or the State Tax Assessor.

G. The hearing officer shall prepare a decision on
the appeal based upon the evidence and argument
presented. The decision must be in written form
and must state findings of fact and conclusions of
law. The office shall issue and deliver copies of the
decision to the parties. Unless the decision is re-
vised by the office under rules adopted by the of-
fice pursuant to subsection 10, the decision is final
and is subject to appeal under subsection 9. A re-
vised decision is final, is not subject to further re-
vision by the office and is subject to appeal under
subsection 9.

9. Appeal to Superior Court. A determination by
the office is not an adjudicatory proceeding within the
meaning of that term in the Maine Administrative Pro-
cedure Act. A decision of the office constitutes the final
administrative decision on the appeal and is subject to
de novo review by the Superior Court. The burden of
proof is on the taxpayer. A person who wishes to appeal
a final decision of the office to the Superior Court must
file a petition for review within 60 days after receipt of
the decision. If a person does not file a request for re-
view with the Superior Court within the period speci-
fied in this subsection, no further review is available.

10. Rules. Subject to any applicable requirements
of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, the office
shall adopt rules to accomplish the purposes of this sec-
tion. Those rules may define terms, prescribe forms and
make suitable orders of procedure to ensure the speedy,
efficient, just and inexpensive disposition of all pro-
ceedings under this section. Rules adopted pursuant to
this subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

report on the activities of the office to the Commis-
sioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-

risdiction over taxation matters.

Sec. B-10. 36 MRSA 8191, sub-82, 1C, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, 81, is further
amended to read:

C. The inspection by the Attorney General of in-
formation filed by any taxpayer who has requested
review of any tax under this Title or against whom
an action or proceeding for collection of tax has
been instituted; or the production in court or to the
beard office or the State Board of Property Tax Re-
view as established by Title 5, section 12004-B,
subsection 6 on behalf of the State Tax Assessor,
or any other party to an action or proceeding under
this Title, of so much and no more of the infor-
mation as is pertinent to the action or proceeding;

Sec. B-11. 36 MRSA §191, sub-82, XX, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, 82, is further
amended to read:

XX. The disclosure of information by the assessor
to the beard office or the State Board of Property
Tax Review as established by Title 5, section
12004-B, subsection 6, except that such disclosure
is limited to information that is pertinent to an ap-
peal or other action or proceeding before the beard
office or the State Board of Property Tax Review;

Sec. B-12. 36 MRSA 8191, sub-82, 1YY, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, 83, is further
amended to read:

YY. The inspection and disclosure of information
by the beard office, or by the State Board of Prop-
erty Tax Review as established by Title 5, section
12004-B, subsection 6, to the extent necessary to
conduct appeals procedures pursuant to this Title
and issue a decision on an appeal to the parties.
The beard office and the State Board of Property
Tax Review may make available to the public re-
dacted decisions that do not disclose the identity of
a taxpayer or any information made confidential by
state or federal statute;

Sec. B-13. Cost administration. The Commis-
sioner of Administrative and Financial Services, the
State Tax Assessor and the Chief Hearing Officer of the
Independent Office of Tax Appeals shall manage the
implementation of this Part to ensure that this Part is
implemented within existing resources.

Sec. B-14. Creation of Independent Office
of Tax Appeals; elimination of Maine Board of
Tax Appeals; transition provisions. The follow-
ing provisions govern the elimination of the Department
of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Board
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of Tax Appeals established in the Maine Revised Stat-
utes, Title 5, section 12004-B, subsection 10 and the
creation of the Department of Administrative and Fi-
nancial Services, Independent Office of Tax Appeals
established under Title 36, section 151-E.

1. OnJanuary 1, 2027, the Maine Board of Tax Ap-
peals is eliminated and the Independent Office of Tax
Appeals is established.

2. The Commissioner of Administrative and Finan-
cial Services shall appoint the Chief Hearing Officer
under Title 36, section 151-E no later than January 1,
2027.

3. Three authorized positions and any incumbent
personnel in the appeals office of the Maine Board of
Tax Appeals are transferred to the Independent Office
of Tax Appeals. These employees retain all the em-
ployee rights, privileges and benefits, including sick
leave, vacation leave and seniority, provided under the
Civil Service Law, collective bargaining agreements
and current state personnel policies.

4. All funds, property and equipment previously
belonging to or allocated for the use of the Maine Board
of Tax Appeals become the property of the Independent
Office of Tax Appeals.

5. All cases pending with the Maine Board of Tax
Appeals as of January 1, 2027 are transferred to the In-
dependent Office of Tax Appeals for review of jurisdic-
tion. Cases that were within the jurisdiction of the
Maine Board of Tax Appeals when filed are deemed
within the jurisdiction of the Independent Office of Tax
Appeals and ready for scheduling and determination.

Sec. B-15. Effective date. This Part takes effect
January 1, 2027.

PART C

Sec. C-1. 5 MRSA 8282, sub-86, as amended
by PL 2001, c. 333, 81, is further amended to read:

6. Supervise. To supervise and direct the admin-
istration of the State Claims Commission, State Board
of Property Tax Review and Independent Office of Tax
Appeals;

Sec. C-2. 36 MRSA 8271, sub-82, YA, as
amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by §44, is
further amended by amending subparagraph (7) to read:

(7) The current use valuation of certain work-
ing waterfront land law, chapter 105, subchap-

ter 10-A; and
Sec. C-3. 36 MRSA 8271, sub-82, A, as
amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by 844, is
further amended by amending subparagraph (8) to read:

(8) Section 209; and

Sec. C-4. 36 MRSA 8271, sub-82, YA, as
amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by §44, is

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2025

further amended by enacting a new subparagraph (9) to
read:

(9) As provided in section 6251, subsection 6;
PART D

Sec. D-1. 3 MRSA 8959, sub-81, 1N, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 617, 81, is further amended to
read:

N. The joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over taxation matters shall use
the following list as a guideline for scheduling re-

views:
(1) State Board of Property Tax Review in
2027 2028; and

(2) Department of Administrative and Finan-
cial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services in
2027-; and

(3) Department of Administrative and Finan-
cial Services, Independent Office of Tax Ap-

peals in 2028.
PART E

~ Sec. E-1.  Appropriations and alloca-
tions. The following appropriations and allocations
are made.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF

Independent Office of Tax Appeals N585

Initiative: Effective January 1, 2027, transfers all 3 ex-
isting Legislative Count and funding in the Maine
Board of Tax Appeals to the newly created Independent
Office of Tax Appeals.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
POSITIONS - 0.000 3.000
LEGISLATIVE COUNT
Personal Services 3$0 $206,458
All Other $0 $26,564

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $233,022

OTHER SPECIAL 2025-26 2026-27

REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $0 $22,500

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $0 $22,500

FUNDS TOTAL
Maine Board of Tax Appeals Z146

Initiative: Effective January 1, 2027, transfers all 3 ex-
isting Legislative Count and funding in the Maine
Board of Tax Appeals to the newly created Independent
Office of Tax Appeals.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
POSITIONS - 0.000 (3.000)
LEGISLATIVE COUNT
Personal Services $0 ($206,458)
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All Other $0 ($26,564)
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 ($233,022)
OTHER SPECIAL 2025-26 2026-27
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $0 ($22,500)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $0 ($22,500)
FUNDS TOTAL
ADMINISTRATIVE AND
FINANCIAL SERVICES,

DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2025-26 2026-27

GENERAL FUND $0 $0

OTHER SPECIAL $0 $0

REVENUE FUNDS
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $0 $0
ALL FUNDS

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise
indicated.
CHAPTER 735

S.P.903 - L.D. 2216

An Act to Establish the Maine
Blue Economy Center

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA 815303, sub-87, 1D, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 109, 84, is amended to read:

D. A program, in collaboration with the Maine In-
novation Economy Advisory Board under Title 10,
section 949, to support the technology transfer ac-
tivities of the University of Maine System, other
postsecondary educational institutions in the State
and nonprofit research institutes eligible for fund-
ing under an asset technology fund established and
administered by the institute, to increase the level
of patenting at the University of Maine System,
other postsecondary institutions in the State and
nonprofit research institutes and to promote the li-
censing of the patents, especially to new and exist-
ing companies with operations in the State. Support
under this paragraph may include expenses associ-
ated with patenting and licensing. The administra-
tive costs of a program under this paragraph are not
management and related operating costs of the in-
stitute under section 15305; and

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §15303, sub-87, E, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 109, §4, is amended to read:

E. A program in collaboration with the University
of Maine School of Law to support the commer-
cialization and manufacturing of innovations in the
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State by providing education and assistance with
the patent process of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office to companies, inventors and en-
trepreneurs in the State. The administrative costs of
a program under this paragraph are not manage-
ment and related operating costs of the institute un-
der section 15305-; and

Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §15303, sub-87, F is enacted
to read:

F. The Maine Blue Economy Center pursuant to
section 15331, subsection 2.

Sec. 4. 5 MRSA c. 407, sub-c. 5 is enacted to
read:

SUBCHAPTER5
MAINE BLUE ECONOMY CENTER
8§15341. Maine Blue Economy Center

1. Definitions. As used in this subchapter, unless
the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Blue economy" means the aggregate of per-
sons _engaged in any economic activity that de-
pends upon the sustainable use of ocean, coastal or
marine resources that optimizes innovation to re-
tain_and expand economic opportunities in the
State while maintaining or improving the long-term
health of marine ecosystems, including, but not
limited to, business, manufacturing, research and
education relating to commercial fishing, sustaina-
ble aguaculture and marine vegetation cultivation,
marine biotechnology, ocean data and marine re-
search, marine and coastal environmental science,
resilient coastal infrastructure, working waterfront
access and infrastructure, coastal ecosystem resto-
ration and stewardship, marine recreation and tour-
ism and sustainable boat building or marine propul-
sion or other industries grounded in the State's ma-
rine heritage, research expertise, location or tradi-
tional activities.

B. "Board" means the board of directors for the
center established in subsection 3.

C. "Center" means the Maine Blue Economy Cen-
ter established in subsection 2.

D. "Commercial fishing" means the harvesting or
processing, or both, of wild marine organisms from
natural habitats with the intent of disposing of them
for profit or trade in commercial channels.

2. Establishment; purpose. The Maine Blue
Economy Center is established within the Maine Tech-
nology Institute to serve as the State's central coordinat-
ing entity for blue economy sector initiatives and to
work in collaboration with governmental entities, trade
associations, institutions of higher education, research
institutions, nonprofit organizations, businesses and
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