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months and each of the 4 subsequent years.  The credit 
is not refundable.  

3.  Eligibility limitation; certification.  The oral 
health program shall certify up to 5 eligible dentists in 
each year from 2027 to 2032.  Additional dentists may 
not be certified after 2032.  The oral health program 
shall monitor certified dentists to ensure that they con-
tinue to be eligible for the credit under this section and 
shall decertify any dentist who ceases to meet the con-
ditions of eligibility.  The oral health program shall no-
tify the bureau whenever a dentist is certified or decer-
tified.  A decertified dentist ceases to be eligible for the 
credit under this section beginning with the tax year 
during which the dentist is decertified. 

4.  Annual report.  By March 1, 2028 and annually 
thereafter, the oral health program shall submit to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over taxation matters a report that analyzes 
the effectiveness of the credit provided by this section 
in attracting dentists to underserved areas and recom-
mending whether the credit should be retained, repealed 
or amended.  The committee may submit legislation to 
any regular or special session of the Legislature related 
to the report. 

5.  Rules.  The Department of Health and Human 
Services may adopt rules to implement this section.  
Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sub-
chapter 2‑A. 

6.  Repeal.  This section is repealed December 31, 
2037. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 714 

S.P. 691 - L.D. 1773 

An Act to Criminalize Certain 
Offenses Related to Gift Card 

Thefts 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §363, sub-§2 is enacted 
to read: 

2.   As used in this section, "retail merchandise" 
means any product, good or other item of value that is 
displayed, held, stored or offered by a retailer for retail 
sale to consumers.  "Retail merchandise" includes, but 
is not limited to, tangible personal property, gift cards, 
electronics and commodities. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 715 

S.P. 745 - L.D. 1904 

An Act to Establish the 
Municipal Shoreline Protection 

Legal Fund 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §450 is enacted to read: 

§450.  Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund 

1.  Fund established.  The Municipal Shoreline 
Protection Legal Fund, referred to in this section as "the 
fund," is established within the department to provide 
financial assistance to municipalities that have incurred 
or expect to incur legal costs in pursuing shoreland zon-
ing violations.  The fund consists of money received 
from any public or private source, including, but not 
limited to, any monetary penalties deposited in the fund 
in accordance with section 480-R, subsection 1.  The 
fund must be held separate and apart from all other 
money, funds and accounts.  Interest earned by the fund 
must be credited to the fund.  Any unexpended balances 
remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year do 
not lapse and must be carried forward to the next fiscal 
year. 

2.  Administration; use of money in fund.  The 
department shall administer the fund.  In accordance 
with rules adopted by the department pursuant to sub-
section 4, the department shall use money in the fund to 
provide financial assistance to municipalities that have 
incurred or expect to incur legal costs in pursuing 
shoreland zoning violations.  The department may use 
money in the fund to cover the department's actual costs 
incurred in administering the fund. 

3.  Reimbursement.  In accordance with rules 
adopted by the department pursuant to subsection 4, a 
municipality that receives financial assistance from the 
fund under subsection 2 may be required to reimburse 
the fund following the settlement or final adjudication 
of the legal claim for which the financial assistance was 
received.  

4.  Rules.  The department shall adopt rules neces-
sary for the implementation and administration of the 
fund, including, but not limited to, rules establishing 
standards for the provision of financial assistance from 
the fund to a municipality pursuant to subsection 2 and 
rules establishing standards for municipal reimburse-
ment of financial assistance received from the fund pur-
suant to subsection 3.  Rules adopted pursuant to this 
subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §480-R, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 809, §2, is amended by enacting at the 
end a new first blocked paragraph to read: 
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Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 
of the total penalties paid by all persons found to have 
violated this article in any fiscal year, the commissioner 
shall ensure that $100,000 of that amount, or the total 
amount of penalties paid in the fiscal year if that amount 
is less than $100,000, is deposited in the Municipal 
Shoreline Protection Legal Fund established in section 
450. 

Sec. 3.  Transfer from General Fund unap-
propriated surplus; Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Municipal Shoreline Protec-
tion Legal Fund.  On or before September 1, 2026, 
the State Controller shall transfer $100,000 from the un-
appropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, Municipal Shoreline 
Protection Legal Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds 
account to provide financial assistance to municipalities 
that have incurred or expect to incur legal costs in pur-
suing shoreland zoning violations in accordance with 
the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, 
section 450. 

Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The 
following appropriations and allocations are made. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

Land Resources Z188 

Initiative: Provides funding for one Environmental Spe-
cialist III position and associated All Other costs. 

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27 

POSITIONS - 

LEGISLATIVE COUNT 

0.000 1.000 

Personal Services $0 $79,114 
All Other $0 $22,767 

  __________ __________ 

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $101,881 

Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund N528 

Initiative: Provides ongoing allocations to allow for the 
provision of financial assistance to municipalities that 
have incurred or expect to incur legal costs in pursuing 
shoreland zoning violations in accordance with the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 450. 

OTHER SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUNDS 

2025-26 2026-27 

All Other $0 $100,000 
  __________ __________ 

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 

FUNDS TOTAL 

$0 $100,000 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION, 

DEPARTMENT OF 

    

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2025-26 2026-27 
      

GENERAL FUND $0 $101,881 

OTHER SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUNDS 
$0 $100,000 

   

  __________ __________ 

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - 

ALL FUNDS 

$0 $201,881 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 716 

S.P. 810 - L.D. 1997 

An Act to Authorize Issuance 
of Securities to Modernize and 

Consolidate Certain Court 
Facilities 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §1610-Q, as enacted by PL 
2023, c. 684, §1, is amended to read: 

§1610-Q.  Additional securities; judicial branch fa-
cilities in Androscoggin, Cumberland, 
Franklin, Hancock, Penobscot, Sagadahoc 
and Somerset counties 

Notwithstanding any limitation on the amount of 
securities that may be issued pursuant to section 1606, 
subsection 2, the authority may issue additional securi-
ties from time to time in an aggregate amount not to ex-
ceed $205,000,000 outstanding at any one time for the 
purposes of paying the costs associated with the plan-
ning, purchasing, financing, acquiring, constructing, 
renovating, furnishing, equipping, improving, extend-
ing, enlarging and consolidating new and existing facil-
ities and projects relating to the judicial branch in the 
counties of Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin, Han-
cock, Penobscot, Sagadahoc and Somerset and planning 
for other court facilities. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 717 

H.P. 1347 - L.D. 2017 

An Act to Update Certain 
Statutes Governing School 

Nutrition 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §6601-A, as repealed and 
replaced by PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §44, is amended to 
read: 

§6601-A.  Free or reduced-price school meals;  
Internet-based school meal applications 

The department shall may contract for the develop-
ment and implementation of an Internet-based applica-
tion for free or reduced-price meals under the National 




