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Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§1, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2023, c. 307, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

B.  With the approval of the Attorney General, a 
general counsel; and 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§1, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2023, c. 307, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

C.  An assistant administrative director; and. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§1, ¶D, as en-
acted by PL 2023, c. 307, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§2, ¶F, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2025, c. 110, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §3474, sub-§4, as 
amended by PL 2023, c. 643, Pt. WWW, §1, is further 
amended to read: 

4.  Interconnection ombudsman; fund.  The 
commission shall designate an interconnection ombuds-
man appointed pursuant to section 107, subsection 1 
shall to assist persons seeking interconnections gov-
erned by rules adopted under subsection 3.  The com-
mission shall appoint an interconnection ombudsman 
who possesses designated by the commission must pos-
sess technical expertise related to interconnection and 
interconnection procedures. 

A.  The duties of the interconnection ombudsman 
include but are not limited to: 

(1)  Tracking interconnection disputes; 

(2)  Facilitating the efficient and fair resolution 
of disputes between customers seeking to in-
terconnect and investor-owned transmission 
and distribution utilities; 

(3)  Reviewing investor-owned transmission 
and distribution utility interconnection poli-
cies to assess opportunities for reducing inter-
connection disputes; 

(4)  Convening stakeholder groups as neces-
sary to facilitate effective communication be-
tween interconnection stakeholders; 

(5)  Preparing reports that detail the number, 
type, resolution timeline and outcome of inter-
connection disputes; and 

(6)  Any other technical or regulatory work in-
volving public utilities. 

B.  The commission by rule shall establish a fee to 
be paid by persons seeking interconnections to 
fund the interconnection ombudsman. Notwith-
standing Title 5, section 8071, rules adopted under 
this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined 
in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.    

C.  The interconnection ombudsman fund is estab-
lished within the commission as a nonlapsing fund 
for the purposes of offsetting costs for  
interconnection‑related activities undertaken by the 
interconnection ombudsman pursuant to paragraph 
A, subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5). The 
commission shall deposit all fees collected under 
this subsection into the fund and all money in the 
fund must be used to fund the interconnection om-
budsman. In addition to the fees established in ac-
cordance with this subsection, the fund may accept 
federal money and contributions from private and 
public sources. 

Any activities undertaken by the interconnection om-
budsman pursuant to paragraph A, subparagraph (6) 
must be funded in accordance with section 116. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 681 

S.P. 386 - L.D. 897 

An Act Regarding the 
Nonwires Alternative Process 

and Required Negative Pricing 
Provisions in Contracts for 

Energy Resulting from 
Competitive Solicitations 
Conducted by the Public 

Utilities Commission 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3132-B, sub-§1, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 298, §13, is amended to read: 

1.  Planning study.  Each investor-owned trans-
mission and distribution utility in this State shall annu-
ally complete and submit to the commission and to the 
Office of the Public Advocate, for review by the non-
wires alternative coordinator, a planning study for small 
transmission projects and distribution projects. In com-
pleting the planning study, an investor-owned transmis-
sion and distribution utility shall develop and use sys-
tem planning models.  The study must: 

A.  Analyze system needs for the next 5 years and 
provide a schedule of proposed projects and asso-
ciated costs; 

B.  Describe system capacity and load by substa-
tion and circuit; and 

C.  Identify corresponding planned and anticipated 
growth-related investments. 

After review of a planning study submitted under this 
subsection, the nonwires alternative coordinator may 
provide comments or recommendations, which may in-
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clude recommendations to achieve the policy goals es-
tablished in section 3143.  An investor-owned transmis-
sion and distribution utility may, at its discretion, incor-
porate recommendations on a planning study made by 
the nonwires alternative coordinator.  Failure to incor-
porate recommendations made by the nonwires alterna-
tive coordinator may not result in a presumption of im-
prudence. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3132-C, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 298, §14, is amended to read: 

4.  Recommendations.  On the basis of the inves-
tigation under subsection 1, the nonwires alternative co-
ordinator shall develop and provide to the commission 
or to an investor-owned transmission and distribution 
utility, as appropriate, recommendations regarding cost-
effective nonwires alternatives to the wires project, in-
cluding a proposed plan for procurement of the recom-
mended nonwires alternatives.  The proposed procure-
ment plan must be that identifies components that are 
behind the meter or on the grid side of the meter and is 
consistent with the provisions of section 3132‑D. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3132-C, sub-§5 is en-
acted to read: 

5.  Rules.  The commission may adopt rules to im-
plement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this sub-
section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3149, first ¶, as enacted 
by PL 2025, c. 392, §1, is amended to read: 

The commission may not approve a contract for en-
ergy resulting from a competitive solicitation conducted 
by the commission under this Title unless the contract 
includes a provision that requires the reduction of pay-
ments to the bidder under the contract by the stranded 
costs arising from energy produced absolute value of 
the applicable negative price multiplied by the energy 
produced and delivered under the contract during nega-
tive price intervals. The commission may grant an ex-
ception from the inclusion of such a negative price pro-
vision if the bidder demonstrates good cause for the ex-
ception and the commission finds that the contract is 
cost-effective, includes other price protections for rate-
payers and will avoid to the maximum extent possible 
the curtailment of existing renewable resource genera-
tors. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 682 

H.P. 581 - L.D. 916 

An Act to Promote Investment 
in Housing 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶GG, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 322, §2, is further amended by 
amending subparagraph (3) to read: 

(3)  Perform other functions and duties neces-
sary for the proper administration of the credit, 
including providing any necessary certifica-
tions and notices to taxpayers and to the De-
partment of Administrative and Financial Ser-
vices, Bureau of Revenue Services containing 
information required by the State Tax Asses-
sor necessary for determining eligibility and 
the amount of the credit for each taxable year; 
and. 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶GG, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 322, §2, is further amended by 
amending the first blocked paragraph to read: 

Rules adopted under this paragraph are routine 
technical rules.; 

Sec. 3.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶HH, as 
enacted by PL 2021, c. 322, §3, is amended to read: 

HH.  Provide the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over housing mat-
ters copies of any reports required to be submitted 
to the United States Department of the Treasury or 
the Governor regarding the administration of the 
emergency rental assistance programs established 
by Section 501 of Division N of the federal Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2021 and Section 
3201(a) of the federal American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021.  Copies of any reports required to be sub-
mitted to the United States Department of the 
Treasury or the Governor must be submitted to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over housing matters no later than 7 
days after the reports are submitted to the United 
States Department of the Treasury or the Governor.  
If no such reports are required to be submitted to 
the United States Department of the Treasury or the 
Governor, the Maine State Housing Authority shall 
submit, beginning January 15, 2022 and annually 
thereafter, to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over housing mat-
ters a report on any rental assistance distributed by 
the Maine State Housing Authority.; and 

Sec. 4.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶II is en-
acted to read: 

II.  Administer the Middle-income Housing Sup-
port Program and Middle-income Housing Support 
Fund established in subchapter 10-B. 

Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA c. 201, sub-c. 10-B is en-
acted to read: 

SUBCHAPTER 10-B 

MIDDLE-INCOME HOUSING SUPPORT  
PROGRAM 




