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termines that the net municipal cost component for ser-
vices and reimbursements to be rendered in fiscal year 
2026-27 is as follows: 

Fiscal Administration - Office of the State 

Auditor  

$294,273 

    

Education   $16,828,325 

        
Forest Fire Protection   $120,000 

        

Human Services - General Assistance   $50,000 
        

Property Tax Assessment   $1,451,811 

        
Maine Land Use Planning Commission  $872,039 

 _______________ 

TOTAL STATE AGENCIES   $19,616,448 
        

County Reimbursements for Services     

        
  Aroostook $2,878,848 

  Franklin $2,577,768 

  Hancock $219,007 
  Kennebec $37,375 

  Lincoln $65,082 

  Oxford $2,529,750 
  Penobscot $1,978,614 

  Piscataquis $2,112,825 
  Somerset $2,933,989 

  Washington $1,589,670 

 _______________ 
TOTAL COUNTY SERVICES   $16,922,928 

  

Unorganized Territories of Washington County 

Tax Anticipation Note Repayment 

$640,671 

        

COUNTY TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 
DISTRIBUTIONS FROM FUND 

        

  Tax Increment Financing Payments $4,208,306 
 _______________ 

TOTAL REQUIREMENTS   $41,388,353 

        
COMPUTATION OF ASSESSMENT     

        

Requirements   $41,388,353 
        

Less Revenue Deductions:    

  General Revenue    
    Municipal Revenue Sharing $600,000 

    Homestead Reimbursement $350,000 

    Miscellaneous Revenue $10,000 
    Use of Unassigned Fund Balance $2,517,668 

 _______________ 

TOTAL GENERAL REVENUE 
DEDUCTIONS   

$3,477,668 

    

  Education Revenue     
    Land Reserved Trust Interest $110,000 

    Tuition and School Transportation 

Charges 

$150,000 

    Special - Teacher Retirement 

Funding from State 

$341,561 

  _______________ 

TOTAL EDUCATION REVENUE 

DEDUCTIONS   

$601,561 

 _______________ 
TOTAL REVENUE DEDUCTIONS   $4,079,229 

 _______________ 

TAX ASSESSMENT BEFORE COUNTY 
TAXES  

AND OVERLAY (Title 36, §1602)  

$37,309,124 

Sec. 2.  Transfer of interest earnings; Office 
of State Auditor, Unorganized Territory Edu-
cation and Services Fund program, Other Spe-
cial Revenue Funds.  Notwithstanding any provision 
of law to the contrary, on or before June 30, 2026, the 
State Controller shall transfer $640,671 from the inter-
est earnings on the Federal Expenditures Fund - ARP 
State Fiscal Recovery Fund to the Office of the State 
Auditor, Unorganized Territory Education and Services 
Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account 
for a one-time prepayment for reimbursement of ser-
vices in the unorganized territories of Washington 
County.  The prepayment must be recovered through 
the municipal cost component of the unorganized terri-
tories of Washington County on or before June 30, 
2027. Funding recovered for this purpose must be cred-
ited to the Federal Expenditures Fund - ARP State Fis-
cal Recovery Fund. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 13, 2026. 

CHAPTER 657 

S.P. 907 - L.D. 2224 

An Act to Reduce Certain 
Costs Associated with 

Residential Construction 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §9722, sub-§2, as amended 
by PL 2025, c. 597, Pt. A, §9, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Membership.  The board consists of 12 13 
members, including the Director of the Efficiency 
Maine Trust, who serves ex officio and may not vote, 
and the following 11 12 individuals, who are voting 
members appointed by the Governor: 

A.  The State Fire Marshal or a designee or a fire 
chief, recommended by the Maine Fire Chiefs' As-
sociation or its successor organization; 

B.  A municipal code enforcement officer em-
ployed by a municipality that is not a service center 
community under Title 30‑A, chapter 187, recom-
mended by the Maine Municipal Association or its 
successor organization; 
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C.  A municipal code enforcement officer em-
ployed by a service center community under Title 
30‑A, chapter 187, recommended by the Maine 
Service Centers Coalition or its successor organi-
zation; 

D.  A residential builder recommended by a 
statewide or regional association of home builders 
and remodelers; 

E.  A commercial builder recommended by a 
statewide association of general contractors; 

F.  An architect licensed in the State who is accred-
ited by a nationally recognized organization that 
administers credentialing programs related to envi-
ronmentally sound building practices and stand-
ards, recommended by a statewide chapter of a na-
tional institute of architects; 

G.  A structural engineer licensed in the State, rec-
ommended by a statewide association of structural 
engineers; 

H.  A historic preservation representative, recom-
mended by the Maine Historic Preservation Com-
mission, with experience implementing the stand-
ards for the treatment of historic properties set forth 
in 36 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 68 (2007), 
who is: 

(1)  An architect licensed in the State; 

(2)  A structural engineer licensed in the State; 
or 

(3)  A builder; 

I.  An energy efficiency representative, recom-
mended by the Commissioner of Energy Re-
sources, who has experience or expertise in the de-
sign or implementation of energy codes or in the 
application of energy efficiency measures in resi-
dential or commercial construction; 

J.  A mechanical engineer licensed in the State, rec-
ommended by a statewide association of mechani-
cal engineers; and 

K.  A lumber material dealer or supplier, recom-
mended by a statewide association of lumber deal-
ers in the State.; and 

L.  An affordable housing expert, recommended by 
a statewide association representing affordable 
housing interests. 

A member appointed under this subsection must have at 
least 5 years' experience in the field that member is 
nominated to represent and must be employed in that 
field. 

Sec. 2.  Technical Building Codes and 
Standards Board; hoistway fire safety rulemak-
ing; report.  By September 1, 2026, the Technical 
Building Codes and Standards Board, established in the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-G, sub-
section 5-A, shall initiate rulemaking to remove any re-
quirements in the Maine Uniform Building and Energy 
Code for smoke and draft protection assemblies for el-
evator hoistway doors and remove requirements for 2-
way emergency video communication systems in eleva-
tors.  The board shall report to the joint standing com-
mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over hous-
ing matters on the outcome of rulemaking required by 
this section by January 15, 2027.  The joint standing 
committee is authorized to submit legislation based on 
the board's report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027. 

Sec. 3.  Office of State Fire Marshal to up-
date standards in accordance with National 
Fire Protection Association standards update.  
The Department of Public Safety, Office of the State 
Fire Marshal shall update the state-adopted National 
Fire Protection Association standards by adopting the 
2025 edition of the National Fire Protection Association 
72: National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code. 

Sec. 4.  Office of State Fire Marshal to con-
vene working group to study costs and life 
safety impacts of fire sprinklers and limited use 
limited application elevators; report.  The De-
partment of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal shall convene a working group, referred to in this 
section as "the working group," to study the housing and 
life safety impacts of residential fire sprinklers and the 
accessibility and life safety impacts of permitting lim-
ited use limited application elevators in 2-story and 3-
story buildings.  In conducting its work, the working 
group shall explore ways to lower the costs associated 
with the requirement that construction of residential 
housing include fire sprinkler systems. 

1.  The State Fire Marshal or the State Fire Mar-
shal's designee shall invite the participation in the work-
ing group of the following persons: a representative 
from the fire sprinkler industry; a municipal fire safety 
officer; a representative from the housing development 
industry; and any additional persons considered neces-
sary by the State Fire Marshal to ensure comprehensive 
stakeholder representation.  

2.  The working group shall: 

A.  Conduct a comprehensive review of the exist-
ing sprinkler system requirements for residential 
buildings with 3 or more units and the affiliated 
costs of the sprinkler systems;  

B.  Collect and analyze data on the housing and life 
safety impacts of residential fire sprinkler systems, 
including, but not limited to, the frequency of the 
presence of sprinkler systems in reported house 
fires and the estimated impact on financial loss and 
life safety impact;  

C.  Explore innovative incentives to reduce the as-
sociated costs of installing sprinkler systems in res-
idential construction;  
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D.  Develop recommendations for legislative and 
regulatory changes to reduce the costs of installing 
required residential sprinkler systems;  

E.  Conduct a comprehensive review of the existing 
elevator requirements and the affiliated costs for 
residential buildings with 4 or more units; 

F.  Collect and analyze data on the accessibility and 
life safety impacts of limited use limited applica-
tion elevators in buildings with fewer than 4 sto-
ries; and  

G.  If determined appropriate by working group 
members, develop recommendations for legislative 
and regulatory changes to the codes and standards 
permitting limited use limited application eleva-
tors.   

3.  The Office of the State Fire Marshal shall pro-
vide staff assistance to the working group.  

4.  By January 15, 2027, the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal shall submit a report on the working group's 
findings and recommendations, including proposed leg-
islation, to the joint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having jurisdiction over housing matters.  The joint 
standing committee is authorized to submit legislation 
based on the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027. 

Sec. 5.  Department of Professional and Fi-
nancial Regulation, Office of Professional and 
Occupational Regulation to report on rulemak-
ing.  No later than January 15, 2027, the Director of the 
Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation 
within the Department of Professional and Financial 
Regulation shall report to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing mat-
ters regarding the status of the adoption of rules for the 
elevator and tramway safety program within the Office 
of Professional and Occupational Regulation pursuant 
to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 
15205-A, subsection 2.  The committee is authorized to 
report out legislation related to the report required by 
this section to the 133rd Legislature in 2027. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 658 

H.P. 1498 - L.D. 2223 

An Act to Increase Funding for 
Construction Plan Reviews and 
Clarify Rule-making Authority 

for Municipal Reviews of 
Development 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §2448-A, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 94, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Registration.  A municipality shall comply with 
all rules adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this 
section as a condition of registration.  The commis-
sioner shall register municipalities to grant permits for 
projects under subsection 1 if the commissioner finds 
that the municipality meets all of the following criteria. 

A.  A municipal building official has been ap-
pointed pursuant to section 2351‑A. 

B.  The municipality has an employee that is certi-
fied as a plan reviewer by the National Fire Protec-
tion Association. 

C.  The municipality has adopted by reference the 
fire codes adopted by the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal pursuant to sections 2452 and 2465. 

D.  The municipality has adequate resources to ad-
minister and enforce the provisions of the fire 
codes under paragraph C. 

E.  The procedures for public hearing and notifica-
tion have been established including: 

(1)  Notice to the commissioner upon receipt 
of an application, including a description of 
the project; 

(2)  Notice of issuance and denial to the appli-
cant and commissioner, including the reason 
for denial; 

(3)  Public notification of the application and 
any hearings; and 

(4)  Procedures for public hearing. 

F.  The procedures for appeal of local decisions by 
aggrieved parties are defined. 

G.  A registration form, provided by the commis-
sioner, has been completed and submitted by the 
municipality, demonstrating compliance with the 
criteria under this subsection. 

H.  The municipality is currently enforcing the 
Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code. 




