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laws, rules and regulations authorized pursuant to this 
Title, which the department shall enforce. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 643 

S.P. 651 - L.D. 1643 

An Act to Establish the Maine 
Life Sciences Innovation 

Center 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §15303, sub-§6, ¶D, as en-
acted by PL 1999, c. 401, Pt. AAA, §3, is amended to 
read: 

D.  Shall coordinate its priorities with the applied 
research and development efforts of the University 
of Maine System insofar as those efforts are in the 
targeted technologies and encourage, when possi-
ble and appropriate, companies and research labor-
atories receiving funds from the institute to estab-
lish joint ventures with the university system; and 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §15303, sub-§6, ¶E, as 
amended by PL 2017, c. 109, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

E.  Shall cooperate with the Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Development, the Maine 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership, the Univer-
sity of Maine System and others in their efforts to 
ensure that a complementary system of support ser-
vices, including, as needed and appropriate, incu-
bators, business assistance, technology transfer, 
market research, patent research and similar ser-
vices, is in place and available to companies and 
research laboratories receiving funds from the in-
stitute.; and 

Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §15303, sub-§6, ¶F is enacted 
to read: 

F.  Shall support the Maine Life Sciences Innova-
tion Center pursuant to section 15331. 

Sec. 4.  5 MRSA c. 407, sub-c. 4 is enacted to 
read: 

SUBCHAPTER 4 

MAINE LIFE SCIENCES INNOVATION  
CENTER 

§15331.  Maine Life Sciences Innovation Center 

1. Establishment; purpose.  The Maine Life Sci-
ences Innovation Center, referred to in this subchapter 
as "the center," is established within the institute to sup-
port life sciences innovation, research, entrepreneurship 

and workforce development in the State. The center is 
established to serve the following purposes: 

A. To leverage and expand the State's life sciences 
sector by supporting collaborative research, work-
force training and entrepreneurial ventures and 
seeking capital investment; 

B. To advance life sciences innovation and sector 
research across disciplines, including human and 
animal health, marine sciences, agriculture, for-
estry and data science; 

C. To coordinate with public and private partners, 
educational and research institutions, nonprofit or-
ganizations and business stakeholders to strengthen 
the State's innovation efforts; 

D. To investigate opportunities for grants, loans 
and other resources to support life sciences entities; 

E. To develop strategies to attract federal, philan-
thropic and private investment; 

F. To advise the Maine Technology Institute Direc-
tor under section 15310 on matters related to life 
sciences innovation; and 

G. To report regularly to the Legislature regarding 
the center's operations, activities and recommenda-
tions. 

2. Membership.  The center is composed of 10 
members. The members include: 

A. The Commissioner of Economic and Commu-
nity Development, or the commissioner's designee, 
who serves as an ex officio, nonvoting member; 
and 

B. Nine voting members appointed by the Gover-
nor, upon the recommendation of the Finance Au-
thority of Maine and the institute, with expertise 
spanning the life sciences sector and its allied dis-
ciplines, including representatives of industry, life 
sciences entrepreneurs, research institutions, aca-
demia, hospitals, nonprofit organizations, investors 
and counties, including rural counties. Each mem-
ber under this paragraph is entitled to one vote. 

The Governor shall designate a chair from among the 
center's members to preside at, set the agenda for and 
schedule center meetings. 

Center members shall disclose any direct or indirect pe-
cuniary interest in any matter before the center and 
recuse themselves from any participation in the consid-
eration of such a matter. 

3. Operations. The following provisions govern 
the operations of the center. 

A. The center shall meet as often as it considers 
necessary for the center to perform its work. 
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B. To the extent practicable, the center shall con-
duct its work in a manner that is open and accessi-
ble to the public. 

C. The center may conduct its work through sub-
committees.  

4. Staff and administrative support.  The insti-
tute shall provide staff as may be necessary to fulfill the 
center's mission and may seek assistance from other 
state agencies and private entities to accomplish the 
goals and work of the center. 

5. Annual report.  The center shall submit annu-
ally to the Governor, the Executive Director of the Leg-
islative Council and the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over economic develop-
ment matters, no later than 120 days after the close of 
the center's fiscal year, a complete report on the activi-
ties of the center.  The report must be made available to 
the public and must include the following for that fiscal 
year: 

A. A description of the center's operations; 

B. An accounting of the center's receipts and ex-
penditures, assets and liabilities at the end of its fis-
cal year; 

C. A listing of all investments, grants, loans and in-
centives provided by the center during the fiscal 
year; 

D. A statement of the center's proposed and pro-
jected activities for the ensuing fiscal year; and 

E. Recommendations regarding further actions that 
may be suitable for achieving the purposes of this 
subchapter. 

After reviewing the report under this subsection, the 
joint standing committee may report out legislation re-
lating to the report. 

Sec. 5. Maine Life Sciences Innovation Cen-
ter; interim report. The Maine Life Sciences Inno-
vation Center established pursuant to the Maine Re-
vised Statutes, Title 5, section 15331 shall submit an in-
terim report to the joint standing committee of the Leg-
islature having jurisdiction over economic development 
matters no later than 180 days after all members of the 
center have been appointed pursuant to Title 5, section 
15331, subsection 2.  The interim report must include, 
but is not limited to, the following: 

1. A description of the center's operations; 

2. Proposed and projected activities for the ensuing 
fiscal year; and 

3. Recommendations for future actions necessary 
to achieve the center's goals, including a recommenda-
tion regarding whether the center should be changed to 
a quasi-independent state entity.  

After reviewing the report under this section, the 
joint standing committee may report out legislation re-
lating to the report. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 644 

S.P. 676 - L.D. 1730 

An Act to Make Small Plug-in 
Solar Generation Devices 
Accessible for All Maine 
Residents to Address the 

Energy Affordability Crisis 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3475 is enacted to read: 

§3475.  Plug-in photovoltaic and battery systems 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Eligible system" means a plug-in photovoltaic 
system or plug-in battery system with an export ca-
pacity of 1,200 watts or less that is:  

(1)  Listed or certified in accordance with UL 
3700, the Outline of Investigation for Interac-
tive Plug-in Photovoltaic Equipment and Sys-
tems, and any other applicable standards de-
veloped by UL LLC, formerly known as Un-
derwriters Laboratories, or the National Elec-
trical Code specific to plug-in photovoltaic 
systems and plug-in battery systems; 

(2)  Listed or certified in accordance with a 
standard comparable to UL 3700 from a na-
tionally recognized testing laboratory; or 

(3)  Configured in accordance with the Na-
tional Electrical Code that is adopted by rule 
by the Electricians' Examining Board, estab-
lished in Title 5, section 12004‑A, subsection 
13. 

B.  "Interconnection agreement" means an agree-
ment between a person and a transmission and dis-
tribution utility governing the connection of an in-
terconnecting generating facility to the transmis-
sion and distribution utility's system and the ongo-
ing operation of the interconnecting generating fa-
cility after it is connected to the system.  

C. "Plug-in battery system" means an alternating 
current-coupled energy storage device that: 

(1)  Connects to a retail electricity customer's 
electrical system wiring through a standard 
electrical outlet; 




