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5. Exception. A licensee may host an exhibition
up to 48 hours prior to the assigned fair dates for the
purposes of displaying and awarding premiums as pro-
vided under section 86, subsection 5.

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA 8§84, sub-86 is enacted to read:

6. License suspension. The commissioner may
suspend the license of a licensee that violates this sec-
tion.

Sec. 4. 7 MRSA 886, sub-85, as amended by
PL 2025, c. 161, 83, is further amended by amending
the first blocked paragraph to read:

In determining distribution under this subsection, an al-
lowance may net be made on premiums offered and
paid by a licensee at any competition or event held ether
than during the period in which its annual fair is held
and at any competition or event judged up to 48 hours
prior to the licensed fair dates, except that an allowance
may not be made on premiums offered and paid by a
licensee at any competition or event under paragraphs
A, F-1, 1, J and K judged up to 48 hours prior to the
licensed fair dates. Allowance may not be made or con-
sideration given for lump sums, payments or premiums
previously arranged and agreed upon for the presenta-
tion and display of any animals or products without re-
gard to competition or event. The department may pro-
vide an allowance to licensees for payments made for
educational agricultural talks, workshops and demon-
strations pursuant to paragraph K without regard to pre-
miums paid for competitions or events in this category.

Sec. 5. 7 MRSA 886, sub-85, as amended by
PL 2025, c. 161, 83, is further amended by amending
the 2nd blocked paragraph to read:

Premiums and payments used to determine apportion-
ment under this subsection are limited to those paid for:

Sec. 6. Commissioner of Agriculture, Con-
servation and Forestry and State Harness Rac-
ing Commission to review rules. The Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, in
consultation with the State Harness Racing Commis-
sion, shall review rules adopted pursuant to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 82, subsection 5 to de-
termine if changes are necessary regarding standards for
setting harness racing dates and shall initiate rulemak-
ing as necessary to ensure consistency with Title 7,
chapter 4. Upon completion of the review, the commis-
sioner shall report to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters
with the commissioner's findings no later than January
15, 2027.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 23, 2026.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 583

CHAPTER 583
H.P. 1417 - L.D. 2102

An Act to Clarify and
Strengthen the Government
Shutdown Loan Guarantee

Program

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the expiration of the 90-day period in order to pro-
vide protection as soon as possible to employees who
are not being paid during a government shutdown; and

Whereas, this protection for these employees is
necessary to prevent missed rent and mortgage pay-
ments, food insecurity and the loss of health care cov-
erage; and

Whereas, agencies responsible for administering
the Government Shutdown Loan Guarantee Program
need immediate authority to adjust staffing and com-
municate with participating credit unions and financial
institutions in order to prevent confusion and ineffi-
ciency; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA §1100-JJ, sub-81, Cisen-
acted to read:

C. The eligibility of an affected employee is not
dependent on:

(1) The affected employee applying for unem-
ployment compensation benefits;

(2) A credit check;

(3) The membership of the affected employee
at a credit union or the status of the affected
employee as a customer of a financial institu-
tion to which the affected employee is apply-
ing for a loan; or

(4) The ability of the affected employee to ap-
pear in person, as long as the affected em-
ployee can prove that the affected employee is
a resident of this State and a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States or National
Guard who is stationed outside of this State.

Sec. 2. 10 MRSA §1100-JJ, sub-82, as en-
acted by PL 2025, c. 494, §2, is amended to read:
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2. Determination of loan amount. Fhe Unless an
origination fee is included by an eligible financial insti-
tution and added to the loan amount in accordance with
subsection 4, paragraph D, the maximum amount of a
loan is the lesser of $6,000 and the affected employee's
most recent monthly after-tax pay, offset by any unem-
ployment benefits, as determined pursuant to this sub-
section.

A. Offsetting unemployment benefits are deter-
mined by multiplying by 4 the greater of the
amount per week of unemployment benefits pursu-
ant to Title 26, chapter 13, as reported pursuant to
subsection 1, paragraph B, subparagraph (4):

(1) Actually received by the affected em-
ployee during the shutdown; and

(2) The affected employee is eligible to re-
ceive during the shutdown.

B. The amount of offsetting unemployment bene-
fits, if any, as determined pursuant to paragraph A
is subtracted from the lesser of $6,000 and the af-
fected employee's most recent monthly after-tax
pay.

C. The amount of the loan is the lesser of $6,000
and the amount determined following the calcula-
tion in paragraph B.

Sec. 3. 10 MRSA §1100-JJ, sub-84, YD is en-
acted to read:

D. A loan agreement may contain an origination
fee not to exceed the lesser of $60 and 1% of the
loan amount and, if an origination fee is included,
the eligible financial institution shall add the origi-
nation fee to the loan amount.

Sec. 4. 10 MRSA 81100-LL, sub-83, as en-
acted by PL 2025, c. 494, §2, is amended to read:

3. Termination of loan recovery guarantee
based on excess claims. If the amount expended for
loan guarantee payments under section 1100-KK equals
or exceeds 18% 50% of the total of all loans issued, the
authority shall immediately cease to approve claims and
shall notify the Treasurer of State and each eligible fi-
nancial institution of the total amount of loan guarantee
payments made and that the authority has ceased hon-
oring loan claims.

Sec. 5. 10 MRSA 81100-LL, sub-85 is en-
acted to read:

5. Notification of funding needs. If the total
amount of funds expended for loan guarantee payments
under section 1100-KK equals or exceeds $200,000, the
authority shall immediately notify the Treasurer of
State, the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial af-
fairs and the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over financial services matters.
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Sec. 6. 10 MRSA 81100-NN, first |, as en-
acted by PL 2025, c. 494, §2, is amended to read:

The joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial af-
fairs, in consultation with the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over financial ser-
vices matters, may shall report out legislation to address
any funding needs of the program after receipt of noti-
fication from the authority pursuant to section 1100-LL,
subsection 5.

Sec. 7. Transfer. Notwithstanding any provision
of law to the contrary, the State Controller shall transfer
$250,000 from the Department of Professional and Fi-
nancial Regulation, Bureau of Financial Institutions,
Other Special Revenue Funds account to the Govern-
ment Shutdown Loan Guarantee Program Fund, estab-
lished within the Office of the Treasurer of State pursu-
ant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 160,
no later than 14 days following the effective date of this
Act to be used to guarantee the repayment of loans made
by an eligible financial institution to an eligible affected
employee pursuant to Title 10, chapter 110, subchapter
15.

Sec. 8. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

TREASURER OF STATE, OFFICE OF

Government Shutdown Loan Guarantee Program
Fund Z433

Initiative: Provides one-time allocation of $250,000 to
the Government Shutdown Loan Guarantee Program
Fund to assist with guaranteeing repayment of a portion
of loans made by eligible financial institutions and
credit unions to federal or state employees affected by
government shutdowns.

OTHER SPECIAL 2025-26 2026-27
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $250,000 $0
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $250,000 $0

FUNDS TOTAL

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 23, 2026.

CHAPTER 584
H.P. 1387 - L.D. 2074

An Act to Update the
Requirements for Social
Worker Licensure

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
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