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of the sports lighting poles must have a maxi-
mum of 8% of their total lumen output above 
80 degrees from the lighting's nadir; 

(3) Luminaires must use the lowest possible 
correlated color temperature necessary for the 
sport, class of play and viewing audience, ex-
cept that the correlated color temperature may 
not exceed 5,700 kelvins; and 

(4) Outdoor sports lighting must comply with 
paragraphs A and E except during the seasons 
and times of day when the activities for which 
the lighting is designed are taking place or 
maintenance to support those activities is be-
ing conducted. 

3.  Exemptions.  This chapter does not apply to 
public outdoor lighting to the extent that: 

A.  Regulations, orders or guidance from the 
United States Department of Transportation, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Federal Highway 
Administration or other division of the United 
States Department of Transportation requires light-
ing that exceeds or otherwise fails to comply with 
the standards in subsection 2; 

B. Rules adopted pursuant to subsection 4 by the 
Department of Public Safety require lighting nec-
essary to protect public safety or security that does 
not comply with the requirements of subsection 2; 

C. Law enforcement officers and authorized first 
responders use public outdoor lighting during 
emergency procedures that does not comply with 
subsection 2; 

D. Rules adopted pursuant to subsection 4 by the 
Department of Transportation permit temporary 
lighting to ensure safety and efficiency in comple-
tion of road construction and repair, as long as such 
lighting deviates from the standards in subsection 
2 to the minimum extent necessary;  

E.  Rules adopted pursuant to subsection 4 by the 
Maine Turnpike Authority permit temporary light-
ing to ensure safety and efficiency in completion of 
road construction and repair, as long as such light-
ing deviates from the standards in subsection 2 to 
the minimum extent necessary; 

F. Luminaires replicating historical character and 
lighting effect are protected pursuant to a law gov-
erning historical registration;  

G. Seasonal lighting complies with subsection 2, 
paragraphs B and D;  

H.  The public outdoor lighting is used at a ski fa-
cility; and 

I.  The public outdoor lighting is regulated or im-
plemented pursuant to Title 23, section 708. 

4.  Rulemaking.  The Department of Administra-
tive and Financial Services may adopt rules governing 
the implementation of this chapter and may establish 
appropriate exemptions to the requirements of this 
chapter.  The Department of Public Safety may adopt 
rules establishing exemptions as described in subsec-
tion 3, paragraph B. The Department of Transportation 
may adopt rules governing the lighting of roadways and 
pedestrian facilities to ensure the safety and efficiency 
of the traveling public. The Maine Turnpike Authority 
may adopt rules governing temporary lighting neces-
sary to ensure safety and efficiency in completion of 
road construction and repair as described in subsection 
3, paragraph E.  Any entity proposing rules pursuant to 
this subsection that affect municipalities shall confer 
with the Maine Office of Community Affairs before 
proposing those rules. All rules adopted pursuant to this 
subsection are major substantive rules as defined in 
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

5.  Local ordinances authorized.  A municipality 
in the State may adopt a local ordinance to promote 
compliance with this chapter and to extend its standards 
as appropriate beyond public improvements governed 
by this chapter. The Maine Office of Community Af-
fairs shall develop and share with municipalities a 
model ordinance for these purposes when the office has 
sufficient resources to accomplish this. 

This subsection may not be construed to prohibit a mu-
nicipality from adopting lighting ordinances stricter 
than those adopted by the State pursuant to this chapter, 
except that municipalities may not adopt lighting ordi-
nances that conflict with any of the provisions in Title 
23, section 708. 

Sec. 2.  Effective date. This Act takes effect Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

Effective September 30, 2026. 

CHAPTER 517 

H.P. 1315 - L.D. 1971 

An Act to Protect Workers in 
This State by Clarifying the 

Relationship of State and Local 
Law Enforcement Agencies 
with Federal Immigration 

Authorities 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA c. 337-E is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 337-E 

IMMIGRATION 

§4761. Definitions 

Dylan Sinclair
Highlight



SECON D  REG ULAR  SESS I ON  -  2 0 2 5  PUBLIC  LA W,  C.  5 1 7  

1281 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1. Department of Homeland Security. "Depart-
ment of Homeland Security" means the United States 
Department of Homeland Security, or its successor 
agency, and any of its component agencies, including 
the United States Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment and the United States Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

2. Hold request. "Hold request" means a request 
issued by an immigration authority to a local law en-
forcement agency, including an immigration detainer, 
that the law enforcement agency maintain custody of a 
person in the law enforcement agency's custody beyond 
the time the person would otherwise be eligible for re-
lease in order to facilitate transfer to the immigration 
authority. 

3. Immigration authority. "Immigration author-
ity" means a federal, state or local officer, employee or 
other person performing immigration enforcement 
functions, including the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. 

4. Immigration detainer. "Immigration detainer" 
means a written request, including a civil or administra-
tive warrant, issued on behalf of the Department of 
Homeland Security to a federal, state or local law en-
forcement agency to provide notice of release of and to 
detain an individual based on an inquiry into immigra-
tion status or an alleged violation of a civil immigration 
law, including detainers issued pursuant to 8 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 287.7 or 236.1, or on a De-
partment of Homeland Security form requesting volun-
tary notification of a pending release of a person identi-
fied by the Department of Homeland Security as a sus-
pected priority alien or requesting a law enforcement 
agency to voluntarily take action to maintain custody of 
a detained person. 

5. Immigration enforcement. "Immigration en-
forcement" means any effort to investigate, enforce or 
assist in the investigation or enforcement of any federal 
civil immigration law and includes any effort to inves-
tigate, enforce or assist in the investigation or enforce-
ment of any violations of Title 8 of the United States 
Code. 

6. Inmate. "Inmate" means an individual in the 
custody of a law enforcement agency. 

7. Law enforcement agency. "Law enforcement 
agency" means an agency in the State, including an em-
ployee or agent of the agency, charged with enforce-
ment of state, county or municipal laws or with manag-
ing custody of detained persons in the State and in-
cludes but is not limited to municipal police depart-
ments, sheriff's departments, the State Police, a univer-

sity or college campus police department, safety depart-
ment or the equivalent, the Department of Corrections 
and the Department of Public Safety. 

§4762.  Activities unaffected 

This chapter may not be construed to prohibit: 

1.  Exchanging information consistent with fed-
eral law.  A law enforcement agency from sending to 
or requesting or receiving from an immigration author-
ity information regarding the immigration status of a 
person or maintaining or exchanging that information 
with any other federal, state or local governmental en-
tity under 8 United States Code, Section 1373 or 1644; 
or 

2.  Actions against person pursuant to certain 
criminal laws.  A law enforcement agency from inves-
tigating, lawfully detaining, executing a criminal war-
rant or taking other action against a person pursuant to 
state criminal law or federal law as provided in section 
4763, subsection 2. 

§4763.  Prohibited activities 

1.  Prohibited activities.  A law enforcement 
agency may not: 

A.  Except as provided in subsection 2, use agency 
or department money or personnel to investigate, 
interrogate, detain, detect, stop, arrest or search a 
person for immigration enforcement purposes, in-
cluding: 

(1)  Inquiring into a person's immigration sta-
tus; 

(2)  Detaining a person solely on the basis of a 
hold request; 

(3)  Providing to immigration authorities infor-
mation regarding the person's release date un-
less that information is available to the public; 

(4)  Providing to immigration authorities per-
sonal information about the person, including 
the person's home address or work address; 

(5)  Making or intentionally participating in an 
arrest based upon a hold request; 

(6)  Assisting immigration authorities in activ-
ities described in 8 United States Code, Sec-
tion 1357(a)(3); or 

(7)  Performing the functions of an immigra-
tion authority; 

B.  Place a law enforcement officer under the su-
pervision of a federal agency or employ a law en-
forcement officer deputized as a special federal of-
ficer or special federal deputy for immigration en-
forcement; 
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C.  Use an agent or employee of an immigration 
authority as an interpreter for local law enforce-
ment agency matters regarding a person in the law 
enforcement agency's custody; or 

D.  Transfer a person to an immigration authority 
unless authorized by a court order or criminal war-
rant. 

With the exception of willful or wanton misconduct, a 
law enforcement agency that acts in good faith compli-
ance with this section in releasing a person subject to a 
hold request is immune from civil or criminal liability 
as a result of making the release. 

2.  Permitted activities.  Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of subsection 1, if an activity does not violate a 
policy of the law enforcement agency or a state or local 
law or policy of the jurisdiction in which the agency is 
operating, a law enforcement agency may: 

A.  Investigate, take enforcement action against or 
detain a person upon reasonable suspicion of or ar-
rest a person for a violation of 8 United States 
Code, Section 1326 that may be subject to the en-
hancement specified under 8 United States Code, 
Section 1326(b)(2) and that is detected during an 
unrelated law enforcement activity. A transfer to an 
immigration authority under this paragraph is per-
mitted only if authorized by a court order or crimi-
nal warrant; 

B.  Respond to a request from an immigration au-
thority for information about a specific person's 
criminal history, including a previous criminal ar-
rest or conviction or similar public criminal history 
record information accessed under Title 16, chapter 
7, when otherwise permitted by state law; 

C.  Conduct enforcement or investigative duties as-
sociated with a joint law enforcement task force, 
including the execution of a warrant or sharing of 
confidential information with a federal law en-
forcement agency or another law enforcement 
agency, for the purpose of a task force investiga-
tion, if: 

(1)  The primary purpose of the joint law en-
forcement task force is not immigration en-
forcement; 

(2)  The enforcement or investigative duties 
are primarily related to a violation of state or 
federal law, including but not limited to terror-
ism, drug trafficking or human trafficking; and 

(3)  Participation in the task force by the law 
enforcement agency does not violate any state 
or local law or policy to which the agency is 
subject; 

D.  Make an inquiry into information necessary to 
certify an individual identified as a potential crime 
or trafficking victim for a visa pursuant to 8 United 

States Code, Section 1101(a)(15)(T) or 
1101(a)(15)(U) or to comply with 18 United States 
Code, Section 922(d)(5); or 

E.  Give an immigration authority access to inter-
view an individual in the custody of the agency, as 
long as the immigration authority's interview re-
quest is supported by a valid court order. 

§4764.  Duties of custodial law enforcement agencies 

A law enforcement agency shall, for an inmate in 
the agency's custody: 

1.  Written consent for voluntary interview.  In 
advance of an interview between the inmate and an im-
migration authority regarding a civil immigration viola-
tion, provide the inmate with a written consent form that 
explains the purpose of the interview, that the interview 
is voluntary and that the inmate may decline the inter-
view or be interviewed only with the inmate's attorney 
present. The consent form must be written in the pri-
mary language of the inmate and read to the inmate by 
a person who is not an immigration authority. This par-
agraph does not establish a right of counsel that other-
wise does not exist in law; and 

2.  Notice of hold request.  Upon receiving a hold 
request, provide a copy of the request to the inmate and 
inform the inmate that the law enforcement agency is 
prohibited under section 4763 from detaining an inmate 
based solely on the hold request. 

§4765.  Records 

A law enforcement agency shall make reasonable 
efforts to retain for a period of 4 years a copy of a hold 
request and any other request along with any accompa-
nying information or documentation provided by an im-
migration authority and information on the inmate sub-
ject to the hold request. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 518 

H.P. 1332 - L.D. 1985 

An Act to Implement the 
Recommendations of the Maine 
Abandoned and Discontinued 

Roads Commission 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §159-E is enacted to read: 

§159-E.  Limited liability for repairs and mainte-
nance of public easement 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 




